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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES 


OFr 


THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 


AT THE FIRST SESSION OF THE TWELFTH CONGRESS, BEGUN AT THE CITY OF 
WASHINGTON, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1811. 


Monpay November 4, 1811. 


The first session of the Twelfth Congress com- 
menced this day at the City of Washington, con- 
formably to the proclamation of the President of 
the United States, of the 24th of July last, and 
the Senate assembled in their Chamber. 


PRESENT: 

George Curnton, Vice President of the United 
States and President of the Senate. 

Nicno.as Gitman and Caarctes Corts, from 
New Hampshire. 

Cuauncey Goopricn and Samue.t W. Dana, 
from Connecticut. 

Sreruen R. Bran ey, from Vermont. 

Joun Smira and Opepian German, from New 
York. 

Joun Conpit and Joun Lampert, from New 
Jersey. 

Anprew Greae and Micuaet Les, from Penn- 
sylvania. 

Ovurersripce Horsey, from Delaware. 

Samuev Smiru and Puitip Reep, from Mary- 
land. 

Wiuiam B. Gives, from Virginia. 

Jesse FRANKLIN, from North Carolina. 

Joun GalLuarp and Joun Tay or, from South 
Carolina. 

WittuiaM H. Crawrorp and Cuarues Tair, 
from Georgia. 

Joun Pops, from Kentucky. 

Josepu Anperson, from Tennessee. 

Tuomas Worruaineron, from Ohio. 

Georce M. Biss, appointed a Senator by the 
Legislature of the State of Kentucky, for the term 
of no commencing on the 4th day of March 
last; Georae W. Campse.t, appointed a Sen- 
ator by the Legislature of the State of Tennessee, 
in place of Jenkin Wuiresipp, resigned; Jere- 
miaH B. Howe tt, appointed a Senator, for the 
term of six years, commencing on the fourth day 
of March last, by the Legislature of the State of 
Rhode Islandand Providence Plantations; Joseru 
B. Varnvum, appointed a Senator by the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Massachusetts, for the term 
of six years, commencing on the fourth day of 
March last; respectively produced their creden- 


tials, which were read, and the oath prescribed 
by law was administered to them, and they took 
their seats in the Senate. 

The oath was also administered to Messrs. Con- 
pit, Crawrorp, Gites, Gitman, and Tay.or, 
their credentials having been read and filed dur- 
ing the last session. 

Ordered, Thatthe Secretary acquaint the House 
of Representatives that a quorum of the Senate 
is assembled and ready to proceed to business. 

Resolved, That each Senator be supplied, dur- 
ing the present session, with three such newspa- 
pers printed in any of the States as he may ch 
provided that the same be furnished at the usua 
rate for the annual charge of such papers; and 
provided, also, that if any Senator shall choose 
to take any newspapers other than daily papers, 
he shall be supplied with as many such papers as 
shall not exceed the price of three daily papers. 

On motion of Mr. Grease, 

Resolved, That the Senate will, to-morrow, at 
twelve o’clock, proceed toa choice of a Door- 
keeper, who shall also discharge the duty of Ser- 
geant-at-Arms. 

Mr. Taycor presented the memorial of Joseph 
Wheaton, praying remuneration for services ren- 
dered the United States in the Revolutionary war, 
and compensation for losses sustained therein. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that a quorum of the House 
of Representatives is assembled, and have elected 
Henry Cray, Esq., one of the Representatives 
from the State of Kentucky, their Speaker, and 
are ready to proceed to business. They have ap- 
pointed a committee on their part, jointly with 
such committee as may be sopunnten the part 
of the Senate, to wait on the President of the 
United States, and notify him that a quorum of 
the two Houses is assembled and ready to receive 
any communications that he may be pleased to 
make to them. 

The Senate concurred in the appointment of a 
joint committee on their part, agreeably to the re- 
solution last mentioned; and Messrs. ANDERSON 
and GaILLaRD were appointed the committee. 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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Senate. 


Tuespay, November 5. 


Ricuarp Brent, from the State of Virginia, 
attended. 

Mr. Anverson reported, from the joint com- 
mittee, that they had waited on the President of 
the United States, and that the President informed 
the committee that he would make a communi- 
cation to the two Houses this day, at twelve 
o’clock. 

On motion, by Mr. Leis, a committee was ap- 
pointed agreeably to the forty-second rule for con- 
ducting business in the Senate; and, Messrs. 
Leis, FRANKLIN, and Curts, were appointed-the 
committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Gipman, a committee was 
appointed agreeably to the 22d rule for conduct- 
ing business in the Senate; and Messrs GiLMAN, 
CampseELL, of Tennessee,and Biss, were appointed 
the committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Fran«uin, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the election of a Doorkeeper, agreeably 
to the resolution of yesterday, and the whole num- 
ber of ballots collected was 27, of which Moun'- 
soy Bayty had 20, and was accordingly elected, 
in the place of James Mathers, deceased. 


ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE UNITED STATES: 


Fellow-citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives : 


In calling you together sooner than a separation 
from your homes would otherwise have been required, 
I yielded to considerations drawn from the posture of 
our foreign affairs; and in fixing the present, for the 
time of your meeting, regard was had to the probabil- 
ity of further developments of the policy of the bellig- 
erent Powers towards this country, which might the 
more unite the National Councils in the measures to 
be pursued. 

At the close of the last session of Congress, it was hoped 
that the successive confirmations of the extinction of the 
French decrees, so far as they violated our neutral com- 
merce, would have induced the Government of Great 
Britain to repeal its Orders in Council, and thereby 
authorize a removal of the existing obstructions to her 
commerce with the United States. 

Instead of this reasonable step towards satisfaction 
and friendship between the two nations, the Orders 
were, at a moment when least to have been expected, 
put into more rigorous execution ; and it was com- 
municated through the British Envoy just arrived, that, 
whilst the revocation of the edicts of France, as officially 
made known to the British Government, was denied 
to have taken place, it was an indispensable condition 
of the repeal of the British Orders that commerce should 
be restored to a footing that would admit the produc- 
tions and manufactures of Great Britain, when owned 
by neutrals, into markets shut against them by her en- 
emy; the United States being given to understand that, 
in the mean time, a continuance of their non-importa- 
tion act would lead to measures of retaliation. 

At a later date, it has indeed appeared that a com- 
munication to the British Government, of fresh evi- 
dence of the repeal of the French decrees against our 
neutral trade, was followed by an intimation that it had 
been transmitted to the British Plenipotentiary here, 
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in order that it might receive full consideration in the 
depending discussions. This communication appears 
not to have been received; but the transmission of it 
hitherto, instead of founding on it an actual repeal of 
the orders, or assurances that the repeal would ensue, 
will not permit us to rely on any effective change in 
the British Cabinet. To be ready to meet with cordi- 
ality satisfactory proofs of such a change, and to pro- 
ceed, in the mean time, in adapting our measures to 
the views which have been disclosed through that Min- 
ister, will best consult our whole duty. 


In the friendly spirit of those disclosures, indemnity 
and redress for other wrongs have continued to be 
withheld ; and our coasts, and the mouths of our har- 
bors, have again witnessed scenes not less derogatory 
to the dearest of our national rights, than vexatious to 
the regular course of our trade. 

Among the occurrences produced by the conduct of 
British ships of war hovering on our coasts, was an 
encounter between one of them and the American frig- 
ate commanded by Captain Rodgers, rendered unavoid- 
able on the part of the latter, by a fire, commenced 
without cause, by the former; whose commander is 
therefore alone chargeable with the blood unfortunately 
shed in maintaining the honor of the American flag. 
The proceedings of a court of inquiry, requested by 
Captain Rodgers, are communicated, together. with the 
correspondence relating to the occurrence between the 
Secretary of State and His Britannic Majesty’s Envoy. 
To these are added the several correspondences which 
have passed on the subject of the British Orders in 
Council ; and to both, the correspondence relating to 
the Floridas, in which Congress will be made acquaint- 
ed with the interposition which the Government of 
Great Britain has thought proper to make against the 
proceeding of the United States. 


The justice and fairness which have been evinced 
on the part of the United States towards France, both 
before and since the revocation of her decrees, author- 
ized an expectation that her Government would have 
followed up that measure by all such others as were 
due to our reasonable claims, as well as dictated by its 
amicable professions. No proof, however, is yet given 
of an intention to repair the other wrongs done to the 
United States, and particularly to restore the great 
amount of American property seized and condemned 
under edicts which, though not affecting our neutral 
relations, and therefore not entering into questions be- 
tween the United States and other belligerents, were, 
nevertheless, founded in such unjust principles that 
the reparation ought to have been prompt and ample. 

In addition to this and other demands of strict right 
on that nation, the United States have much reason to 
be dissatisfied with the rigorous and unexpected re- 
strictions to which their trade with the French domin- 
ions has been subjected; and which, if not discontin- 
ued, will require at least corresponding restrictions on 
importations from France into the United States. 

On all those subjects, our Minister Plenipotentiary, 
lately sent to Paris, has carried with him the necessary 
instructions; the result of which will be communi- 
cated to you, and by ascertaining the ulterior policy of 
the French Government towards the United States, 


will enable you to adapt to it that of the United States 
towards France. 

Our other foreign relations remain without unfavor- 
able changes. With Russia they are on the best foot- 
ing of friendship. The ports of Sweden have afforded 
proofs of friendly dispositions towards our commerce 
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in the Councils of that nation also. And the informa- 
tion from our special Minister to Denmark, shows that 
the mission had been attended with valuable effects to 
our citizens, whose Property had been so extensively 
violated and endangered by cruisers under the Danish 
flag. 

"Dnder the ominous indications which commanded 
attention, it became a duty to exert the means com- 
mitted to the Executive department in providing for 
the general security. The works of defence on our | 
maritime frontier have accordingly been prosecuted 
with an activity leaving little to be added for the com- 
pletion of the most important ones; and, as, particu- | 
larly suited for co-operation in emergencies, a portion 
of the gunboats have, in particular harbors, been or- 
dered into use. The ships of war before in commis- 
sion, with the addition of a frigate, have been chiefly | 
employed as a cruising guard to the rights of our coast. 
And such a disposition has been made of our land | 
forces, as was thought to promise the services most ap- | 
propriate and important. In this disposition is included | 
a force, consisting of regulars and militia, embodied in | 
the Indiana Territory, and marched towards our North- 
western frontier. This measure was made requisite 
by the several murders and depredations committed by | 
Indians, but more especially by the menacing prepara- | 
tions and aspect of a combination of them on the Wa- 
bash, under the influence and direction of a fanatic of 
the Shawanese tribe. With these exceptions, the In- 
dian tribes retain their peaceable dispositions towards 
us, and their usual pursuits. 

I must now add that the period is arrived which 
claims from the Legislative guardians of the national 
rights a system of more ample provisions for maintain- 
ing them. Notwithstanding the scrupulous justice, 
the protracted moderation, and the multiplied efforts, 
on the part of the United States, to substitute for the 
accumulating dangers to the peace of the two coun- 
tries, all the mutual advantages of re-established friend- | 
ship and confidence, we have seen that the British 
Cabinet perseveres, not only in withholding a remedy 
for other wrongs, so long and so loudly calling for it, 
but in the execution, brought home to the threshold | 
of our territory, of measures which, under existing cir- | 
cumstances, have the character, as well as the effect, | 
of war on our lawful commerce. 

With this evidence of hostile inflexibility, in-tramp- | 
ling on rights which no independent nation can relin- 
quish, Congress will feel the duty of putting the Uni- 
ted States into an armor and an attitude demanded by 
the crisis, and corresponding with the national spirit 
and expectations. 

I recommend, accordingly, that adequate provision 
be made for filling the ranks and prolonging the enlist- 
ments of the regular troops; for an auxiliary force, to | 
be engaged for a more limited term ; for the acceptance 
of volunteer corps, whose patriotic ardor may court a | 
participation in urgent services ; for detachments, as 
they may be wanted, of other portions of the militia ; 
and for such a preparation of the great body as will 
proportion its usefulness to its intrinsic capacities. Nor 
can the occasion fail to remind you of the importance 
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of those military seminaries which, in every event, will 
form a valuable and frugal part of our Military Estab- 
lishment. 

The manufacture of cannon and small arms has pro- 
ceeded with due success; and the stock and resources 
of all the necessary munitions are adequate to emer- 
gencies. It will not be inexpedient, however, for Con- 
gress to authorize an enlargement of them. 


SENATE. 


Your attention will, of course, be drawn to such pro- 
visions on the subject of our naval force as may be re- 
quired for the services to which it may be best adapted. 
I submit to Congress the seasonableness also of an au- 
thority to augment the stock of such materials as are 
imperishable in their nature, or may not at once be at- 
tainable. 

In contemplating the scenes which distinguish this 
momentous epoch, and estimating their claims to our 
attention, it is impossible to overlook thoge developing 
themselves among the great communities which occu- 
py the Southern portion of our hemisphere, and extend 
into our neighborhood. An enlarged philanthropy, 
and an enlightened forecast, concur in imposing om the 
national Councils an obligation to take a deep inter- 
est in their destinies, to cherish reciprocal sentiments 
of good will, to regard the progress of events, and not 
to be unprepared for whatever order of things may be 
ultimately established. 

Under another aspect of our situation, the early at- 
tention of Congress will be due to the expediency of 
further guards against evasions and infractions of our 
commercial laws. The practice of smuggling, which 
is odious everywhere, and particularly criminal in free 
Governments, where the laws being made by all for 
the good of all, a fraud is committed on every individ- 
ual as well as on the State, attains its utmost guilt 
when it blends, with a pursuit of ignominious gain, a 
treacherous subserviency in the transgressors to a for- 
eign policy, adverse to that of their own country. It 
is then that the virtuous indignation of the public should 
be enabled to manifest itself through the regular ani- 
madversions of the most competent laws. 

To secure greater respect to our mercantile flag, and 
to the honest interests which it covers, it is expedient 
also that it be made punishable in our citizens to accept 
licenses from foreign Governments for a trade unlaw- 
fully interdicted by them to other American citizens ; 
or to trade under false colors or papers of any sort. 

A prohibition is equally called for against the ac- 
ceptance, by our citizens, of special licenses to be used 
in a trade with the United States; and against the ad- 
mission into particular ports of the United States of 
vessels from foreign countries authorized to trade with 
particular ports only. 

Although other subjects will press more immediately 
on your deliberations, a portion of them cannot but be 
well bestowed on the just and sound policy of securing 
to our manufactures the success they have attained, 
and are still attaining, in some degree, under the im- 
pulse of causes not permanent; and to our navigation 
the fair extent of which it is at present abridged by the 
unequal regulations of foreign Governments. 

Besides the reasonableness of saving our manufac- 
turers from sacrifices which a change of circumstances 
might bring on them, the national interest requires 
that, with respect to such articles at least as belong to 
our defence and our primary wants, we should not be 
left in unnecesary dependence on external supplies. 
And whilst foreign Governments adhere to the exist- 
ing discriminations in their ports against our navi- 
gation, and an equality or lesser discrimination is en- 
joyed by their navigation in our ports, the effect can- 
not be mistaken, because it has been seriously felt 
by our shipping interests; and in proportion as this 
takes place, the advantages of an independent convey- 
ance of our products to foreign markets, and of a grow- 
ing body of mariners, trained by their occupation for 
the service of their ‘country in times of danger, must 

be diminished. 














‘SENATE. 





The receipts into the Treasury during the year end- 
ing on the thirtieth of September last, have exceeded 
‘thirteen millions and a half of dollars, and have en- 
abled us to defray the current expenses, including 
the interest on the public debt, and to reimburse more 
‘than five millions of dollars of the principal, without 
recurring to the loan authorized by the act of the last 
‘session. The temporary loan obtained in the latter 
end of the year one thousand eight hundred and ten, 
has also been reimbursed, and is not included in that 
amount. 

‘ The decrease of revenue~arising from the situation 
of our commerce and the extraordinary expenses which 
have and niay become necessary, must be taken into 
view, in making commensurate provisions for the en- 
suing year. And I recommend to your consideration 
the propriety of insuring a stfficiency of annual reve- 
nue, at least to defray the ordinary expenses of Gov- 
ernment, and to pay the interest on the public debt, 
including that on new loans which may be authorized. 

I cannot close this communication without express- 
ing my deep sense of the crisis in which you are as- 
sembled, my confidence in a wise and honorable result 
to your deliberations, and assuranees of the faithful 
zeal with which my co-operating. duties will be dis- 
charged ; invoking, at the same time, the: blessing of 
Heaven on our beloved country, and on all the means 
that may be employed in vindicating its rights and ad- 


vancing its welfare. 
JAMES MADISON. 

Wasuaineton, November 5, 1811. 

The Message and part of the documents therein 
referred to were read, and three hundred copies of 
the Message and of the documents, so far as they 
have been read, ordered to be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 





Wepnespay, November 6. 


James Lioyp, from the State of Massachusetts, 
took his seat in the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded in reading the documents 
referred to in the Message of the President of the 
United States of yesterday. And, after progress, 
adjourned. 





Tuavurspay, November 7. 


The Senate proceeded in reading the documents 
referred to in the Message of the President of the 
Mnited States of the 5th instant; and ordered | 
that nine hundred and fifty copies of the Message 
‘rand documents, in addition to the three hundred 
‘already ordered, be printed for the use of the 
Senate, making in the whole one thousand two 
hundred and fifty copies. 

The following motions were submitted by Mr. 
‘Gives for consideration: 


Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi- 


-dent of the United States as concerns the relations be- 
-tween the United States and France and Great Britain, 


with the accompanying documents, be referred to a 


-select committee, with instructions to examine and re- 
e thereon to the Senate, and that the committee 


ve leave to report by bill, bills, or otherwise. 
Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi- 


‘dent of the United States as relates to the encounter 


between an American frigate and a British ship of 
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war, with the accompanying documents, be referred to a 
select committee, with instructions to examine the 
same and report thereon to the Senate. 

Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States as relates to the evasions 
and infractions of the commercial laws thereof, be re- 
ferred to a select committee, with instructions to ex- 
amine into the subject and report thereon to the Senate, 
and that the committee have leave to report by bill, 
bills, or otherwise. ‘ 

Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States as relates to the manufac- 
tures thereof, be referred to a select committee, with 
instructions to examine into that subject, and report 
thereon to the Senate, and that the cemmittee have 
leave to report by bill, bills, or otherwise. 





Fripay, November 8. 


On motion, by Mr. Smrra, of Maryland, 

Resolved, That Mountjoy Bayly, Doorkeeper 
and Sergeant at-Arms to the Senate, be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to employ one assistant and 
two horses, for the purpose of performing such 
services as are usually required by the Door- 
keeper to the Senate, and that the sum of twenty- 
eight dollars be allowed him weekly for that pur- 
pose, to commence with, and remain during the 
session and for twenty days after. 

Mr. Leis gave notice that on Monday he should 
ask leave to bring in a bill to authorize the trans- 
portation of certain documents free of postage. 

Mr. Varnum submitted the following motion 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That two Chaplains, of different denomi- 
nations, be appointed to Congress during the present 
session, one by each House, who shall interchange 
weekly. 

Mr. Worrtaineton submitted the following 
motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That so much of the Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States as relates to Indian affairs, 
be referred to a select committee, with instructions to 
examine into that subject, and report thereon to the 
Senate, and that the committee have leave to report 
by bill, bills, or otherwise. 

The Presipent communicated a resolution of 
the Republican Corresponding Society, met at 
Brookville, in the Indiana Territory, enjoining 
it on their Delegate in Congress to use his ex- 
ertions in favor of a law authorizing the people 
of that Territory to elect their sheriffs and magis- 
trates once in two years; which was read. 

Mr. Samira, of Maryland, gave notice that on 
Monday he should ask leave to bring in a bill 
making further provision for the Corps of Engi- 
neers. 

The Senate resumed. the consideration of the 
motion submitted yesterday, “that so much of 
* the Message of the President of the United States 
‘as concerns the relations between the United 
‘ States and France and Great Britain, with the 
‘ accompanying documents, be referred toa select 
‘committee, with instructions to examine and 

report thereon to the Senate; and that the com- 
mittee have leave to report by bill, bills, or other- 
wise ;” and, having agreed, thereto, Messrs. 
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Gites, Crawrorp, Grece, Franxtiin, Lioyp, ‘ine into that subject, and report thereon to the 


Brapiey, and Pope, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE Unirep States: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

I now lay before Congress two letters to the Depart- 
ment of State, one from the present Plenipotentiary of 
France, the other from his predecessor, which were 
not included among the documents accompanying my 
Message of the 5th instant, the translation of them be- 


ing not then completed. 
JAMES MADISON. 

November 7, 1811. 

The Message and letters therein referred to 
were read, and twelve hundred and fifty copies 
thereof ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate, and annexed to the documents with the 
Message of the 5th instant. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion submitted yesterday, “that so much of the 
‘ Message of the President of the United States 
‘ as relates to the evasions and infractions of the 
‘commercial laws thereof, be referred to a select 
*‘ committee, with instructions to examine into 
‘the subject and report thereon to the Senate, 
‘and that the committee have leave to report by 
‘bill, bills, or otherwise ;” and having agreed 
thereto, Messrs. Smita of Maryland, Tayctor, 
Gitman, Goopricu, and ANDERSON, Were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

On motion by Mr. Anperson, the considera- 
ation of the other resolutions submitted yesterday 
was postponed till Monday. 





Monpay, November i1. 


James Turner, appointed a Senator by the Le- 
gislature of the State of North Carolina, for the 
term of six years, commencing on the 4th day of 
March last, produced his.credentials ; which were 
read, and the oath prescribed by law was admin- 
istered to him, and he took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Leis asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill to authorize the transportation of certain 
documents free of postage ; and the bill was read 
the first and second time by unanimous consent, 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the 7th instant, “that so much of the 
* Message of the President of the United States 
‘ as relates to the manufactures thereof, be referred 
‘ to a select committee, with instructions to exam- 
* ine into that subject, and report thereon to the 
‘Senate; and that the committee have leave to 
* report by bill, bills, or otherwise.” And having 
agreed to the motion, Messrs. Varnum, Wortu- 
INGTON, Brap.ey, Conpit, and Dana, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The consideration of the other resolution, sub- 
mitted the 7th instant, was further postponed. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made on the 8th instant, “that so much 
‘ of the Message of the President of the United 


‘ Senate; and that the committee have leave to 
* report by bill, bills, or otherwise.” And having 
agreed thereto, Messrs. Wortutncton, Pops, 
CampBeE.t of Tennessee, Crawrorp, and Greae, 
were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed the motion made the 8th 
instant, for the appointment of Chaplains, and 
agreed thereto. 

Mr. Brantey presented the petition of the Di- 
rectors of the Washington Canal Company, pray- 
ing to be empowered by law to raise the sum of 
$52,500, by small annual lotteries, as authorized 
by an act of the Legislature of the State of Mary- 
land, of November, 1795, to enable them to come 
plete the canal, and.to drain the ground through 
which it runs; and the petition was.read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Lioyp presented the memorial ‘and peti- 
tion of J: and E. Phillips and others, citizens of 
the United States, resident in Boston, in the dis- 
trict of Massachusetts, importers of iron and other 
hardware from England, praying: that provision 
may be made by law for the importation of such 
goods, wares, and merchandise, as were by them 
bona fide purchased on or before the 2d day of 
February last, in the dominions of Great Britain ; 
or such other relief as the wisdom and justice cf 
Congress may devise. And the petition was read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 





Tusespay, November 12. 


ALEXANDER CamPBELL, from the State of Ohio, 
took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Gites presented the petition of Larkin 
Smith, collector of the district of Norfolk and 
Portsmouth, in Virginia, praying additional com- 
pensation, for reasons stated at large in his peti- 
tion; which was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise. Messrs.Gives, Smits of Maryland, 
and BRADLEY, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act toauthorize the transport- 
ation of certain documents free of postage ;” in 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 
They concur in the resolution of the Senate, of 
the 11th instant, for the appointment of Chap- 
lains. 

The bill brought up for concurrence was twice 
read, by unanimous consent, and ordered to the 
third reading. 

Mr. Smitn, of Maryland, asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill making further provision 
for the Corps of Engineers. The bill was read, 
and ordered to the second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Braptey, the petition of the 
President and Directors of the Washington Canal 
Company, presented yesterday, was referred toa 
select committee, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise. Messrs. Braptey, Smira 
of Maryland, and GaILLarp, were appointed the 


* States as relates to Indian affairs be referred to | committee. 


‘a select committee, with instructions to exam- 


On motion of Mr. Lioyp, the petition of J. and 
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E. Phillips and others, presented yesterday, was 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon by bill or otherwise ; and Messrs. 


Luoyp, Braptey, and FRANKLIN, 
the committee. 


i eaeeEaemene 


Wepnespay, November 13. 


Proceedings. 
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Tuurspay, November 14, 


The Senate resumed .the motion made yester. 
day, by Mr. Samira, of Maryland ; and, on motion 


were appointed | by Mr. Lioyp, it was agreed thatthe further con- 


sideration thereof be postponed until to-morrow. 
The Senate resumed the motion made yesterday, 
by Mr. WortruHineron; and, 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to | 
The PrestpeNT communicated the memorial | inquire if any, and, if any, what, further provisions | 
of Matthew Lyon, stating that he was fined and | or altefations are necessary for the disposition of | 
imprisoned under the law commonly called the | the public lands of the 


nited States, and that 


sedition act,and praying remission of the fine, for | they have leave to report by bill or othorwise. 


reasons stated at large in his memorial ; which 


was read. 


Messrs. Worsincron, Frankiin, Greaa, 
Goopricn, and Braptey, were appointed the 


~ The bill making further provision for the Corps | Committee. 


of Engineers was read the second time, and re- 


Mr. Braptey asked and obtained leave to bring 


ferred to aselect committee, to consider and report | in @ bill for the relief of Charles Minifie; and the 
thereon; and Messrs. Smrra of Maryland, An- | bill was read and passed to asecond reading. 


DERSON, BrapLey, CRawrorp, and German, were 


The the committee. 


r. BRADLEY gave notice: that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 


Charles Minifie. 


The following Message was received from the 
PresipentT or THE Unitep Srares: 
To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 
I communicate to Congress copies of a correspon- 


The bill from the House of Representatives, | dence between the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
entitled “An act.to authorize the transportation Plenipotentiary of Great Britain and the Secretary of 
of certain documents free of postage,” was read State, relative to the aggressions committed by a Brit- 


the third time, and passed. 
On motion by Mr. Brap ey, the bill originating 


in the Senate to aathorize the transportation of 


certain documents free of postage, was postponed 
to the first Monday in December next. 


The Senate proceeded to the election of a Chap- 
lain to Congress on their part, in pursuance of the 
resolution of the two Houses; and, on counting 
the ballots, it appeared that the Rev. Jonn Breck- 


ENRIDGE had a majority, and was accordingly 
elected. 


Mr. Situ, of Maryland, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to cause to be Jaid before this House, infor- 
mation whether tobacco of the growth of the United 
States may be purchased by the regie to the full extent 
of the consumption of France ; if not, in what propor- 
tion may such tobacco be purchased by the regie ; whe- 
ther the supplies of tobacco imported into France (and 
which may be transported through France into Ger- 
many and-other European States) is subjected to a 
transit duty; if so, what is the amount of such duty. 


ish ship of war on the United States frigate Chesa- 
peake, by which it will be seen that that subject of dif- 
ference between the two countries is terminated by an 
offer of reparation, which has been acceded tu. 


JAMES MADISON. 
Wasuixeton, Nov. 13, 1811. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read and ordered to lie on the table. 

The following Message was also received from 
the Presipent oF THe Unirep States: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I lay before Congres the result of the census lately 
taken of the inhabitants of the United States, with a 
letter from the Secretary of State relative thereto. 

JAMES MADISON. 

November 13, 1811. 

The Message and documents therein referred to 
were read and ordered to lie on the table. 





Fripay, November 15, 
A message from the Houre of Representatives 


And, also, to cause to be laid before this House a tariff | informed the Senate that the House have appoint- 
of the duties imposed by France on such of the produce | ed the Reverend Mr. Sneruen Chaplain to Con- 
and manufactures of the United States the entry of | gress for the present session, on their part. 


which is permitted, and particularly of tobacco, cotton, 


The bill for the relief of Charles Minifie was 


fish oil, and dried fish, and stating (if any) the differ- | read the second time, and referred toa select com- 


ence of duty charged on such 
United States, and -similar articles when introduced 


into France from other States, either over land or 
otherwise. . 


goods imported from the | mittee, to consider and report thereon; and on 


balloting, Messrs. Gives, 
RICH, were elected. 


On motion by Mr. Braviey, heSwas excused, 


RADLEY, and Goop- 


Mr. Worruineton submitted the following | as was also Mr. Greaa, standing the next highest 


motion for consideration: 


on the ballot; and it was agreed that Messrs. 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire | GILES, Gooprica, and Franx.in, be the com- 
if any, and, if any, what, further provision or alterations | Mittee. 


are necessary for the disposition of the public lands of 


The Senate resumed the motion made the 13th 


the United States, and that they have leave to report | instant, by Mr. Smrrn, of Maryland ; and, on mo- 


by bill or otherwise. 


tion, by Mr. Tay or, it was agreed that the fur- 
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ther consideration thereof be postponed to Mon- 
day next. 

r, CaMPBELL, of Ohio, gave notice, that on 
Monday next he should ask leave to bring ina 
bill to authorize the surveying and marking of 
certain roads in. the State of Ohio, as contempla- 
ted by the treaty of Brownstown, in the Terri- 
tory of Michigan. 

On motion, by Mr. Leis, the Secretary of the 
Senate was directed to procure, from. the Depart- 
ment of State, a proportionate number of the 
printed copies.of the third census for the use of 
the members, which the Message of the President 
of the United States announced as being in that 
Department, subject to the order of Congress. 





Monpay, November 18. 


Mr. Campse.., of Ohio, asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to authorize the surveying 
and marking of certain roads in the, State of Ohio. 
as sonlouniio’ by the treaty of Brownstown, in 
the Territory of Michigan ; and the bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the 13th instant, by Mr. Smira, of 
Maryland ; and, on motion, by Mr. Lioyp, the 
original motion was amended and agreed to as 
follows: ; 

Resolved, That the. President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House in- 
formation whether tobacco of the growth of the United 
States may be purchased by the Administration en 
regie to the full extent of the consumption of France ; 
if not, in what proportion may such tobacco be pur- 
chased by the Administration en regie; whether the 
surplus of tobacco imported into France (and which 
may be transported through France and Germany and 
other European States) is subjected to a transit duty ; 
if so, what is the amount of such duty: And whether 
the surplus above mentioned may be exported by sea 
to any country in amity with France. And also, to 
cause to be laid before this House a tariff of the duties 
imposed by France on such of the produce and manu- 
factures of the United States, the entry of which is 
permitted, and particularly of tobacco, cotton, fish oil, 
and dried fish, and stating (if any) the difference of 
duty charged on stch goods imported from the United 
States and similar articles when introduced into France 
from other States, either over land or otherwise. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to alter the time of holding 
one of the terms of the district court in the Dis- 
trict of Maine ;” in which they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 





Tuespay, November 19. 


The bill to authorize the surveying and mark- 
ing of certain roads in the State of Ohio, as con- 
templated by the treaty of Brownstown, in the 
Territory of Michigan, was read the second time 
and referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon, and Messrs. CaMPBELL, of Ohio, 
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Wonrruineton, and Biss, were appointed the 
committee. 

The bill, entitled “An aet to alter the time of 
holding one of the terms of the district court in 
the District of Maine,” was read the second time, 
and ordered to a third reading. 





W epnespay, November 20. 


Mr. Situ, of Maryland, presented the memo- 
rial of therepresentatives of the Religious Society 
of Friends of the yearly meeting held in Balti- 
more, stating that a traffie has been carried on in 
negroes and people of color, in which those of 
the latter description, entitled to freedom, are fre- 
quently deprived thereof, and praying for a revi- 
sion of the law in relation to this subject; and 
the memorial was read, and referred toa select 
committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise; and Messrs. Smiru, of Maryland, 
Tavvor, and Tair, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Abraham 
Whipple, late a Captain in the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States ;” also, a bill entitled “An act extend- 
ing the time for opening the several Land Offices 
established in the Territory of Orleans ;” in which 
bills they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bills last mentioned were read. and severally 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill entitled “An act to alter the time of 
holding one of the terms of the district court in 
the District of Maine ;” was read the third time 
and passed. 





Tuurspay, November 21, 


The bill, entitled “An act extending the time 
for opening the several Land Offices established 
in the Territory of Orleans,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon, and Messrs. CAMPBELL, 
of Ohio, FraNKutn, and Currs, were appointed 
the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Abraham Whipple, late a Captain in the Navy of 
the United States,” was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee to consider and re- 
port thereon ; and Messrs. Brapuiey. FRaNnkKLIN, 
and Goobricu, were appointed the committee. 





Fripay, November 22. 

JonaTHAN Rosinson, from the State of Ver- 
mont, took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Campse.t, of Ohio, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill to authorize the sur- 
veying and marking of certain roads in the State 
of Ohio, as contemplated by the treaty of Browns- 
town, in the Territory of Michigan, reported the 
bill without amendment, and the bill was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole, and no 
amendments having been proposed, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. Tarr presented the petition of Thomas 
O’Bannon, a citizen of Madison county, in the 
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Mississippi. Territory, stating that he had entered 
at the Land Office for said county a quarter sec- 
tion of land and paid the first instalment, and 
obtained a certificate, but that he had since dis- 
covered that the boundaries were erroneously 
marked by the surveyor, and praying relief; and 
the petition was read, and referred to a select com- 
mittee, to consider and report thereon by bill or 
otherwise. Messrs. Tarr, Reep, and Campse.t, 
of Ohio, were appointed the Committee. 








Monpay, November 25. 

Wituram Honrer, appointed a Senator by the 

islature of the State of Rhode Island and Pro- 
vidence Plantations, in place of Christopher 
Grant Champlin, resigned, produced his creden- 
tials, was qualified,;and took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Smiru, of New York, presented the me- 
morial of Howard, Fitch, and Lloyd, native cit- 
izens of the United States, and nierchants of the 
city of New York, stating, that, in consequence 
of an agreement concluded on the 22d October, 
1808, they have-at this time a large quantity of 
furs lying in Montreal, for which they have ac- 
tually paid, but are prevented, by the existing non- 
importation act, from introducing into the United 
States, and praying relief; and the memorial was 
read, aud referred to Messrs. Luoyp, Brap.ey, 
and Frank.in, the committee to whom was re- 
ferred, on the 12th instant, the memorial of J:and 
E. Phillips and others, to consider and report 
thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill to authorize the surveying and marking of 
certain roads in the State of Ohio, as eontempla- 
ted by the treaty of Brownstown, in the Territory 
of Michigan, correctly engrossed; and the bill 
was read the third time, and the blanks filled. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An act to authorize the surveying and 
marking of certain roads in the State of Ohio, as 
contemplated by the treaty of Brownstown, in the 
Territory of Michigan.” 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a resolution for the appointment of a committee 
on their part, jointly with such committee as may 
be appointed on the’part of the Senate, to have 
the direction of the money appropriated to pur- 
chase books for the use of the Library of the Uni- 
ted States. 

The resolution last mentioned was read. 

The Presipenr laid before the Senate the re- 

ort of the Secretary for the Department of the 

reasury, prepared in obedience to the act, enti- 
tled “An act to establish the Treasury Depart- 
ment,” which, together with the accompanying 
seamen were read and ordered to lie on the 
tabie. 





Tuespay, November 26. 

Mr. Gives presented the memorial of Robert 
R. Livingston and Robert Fulton, praying for a 
further extension of their patents granted for 
steamboats, for reasons therein stated at large; 
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and the memorial was read, and referred to a se- 
lect committee, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Gites, Brap- 
LEY, and Crawrorp, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Lets gave notice that to-morrow he should 
ask leave to bring in a bill making a further ap- 
propriation for the soppert of a library. 

Mr. Luoyp stated that one of the signers of 
the memorial of Howard, Fitch, and Lloyd, is a 
distant relation, and on his suggestion, the com- 
mittee to whom the memorial was yesterday re- 
ferred was excused ; and it was referred to Messrs. 
Goopricn, Smrra of Maryland, and Brap.ey, to 
consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Braptey called up the petition of Moses 
Austin and John R. Jones, presented on the 21st 
January last, praying an incorporation of them- 
selves and such other persons as shall hereafter 
subscribe to an institution for the purpose of min- 
ing and smelting of lead; and the petition was 
read and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise ; and 
Messrs. Braptey, Currs, and Greaa, were ap- 
pointed the committee, 

_ A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill; entitled “An act for the apportionment of 
Representatives among the several States, ac- 
cording te the third enumeration ;” in which bill 
they desire the concurrence of ‘the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 





Wenpnespay, November 27. 

Mr. Campze.t, of Ohio, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act ex- 
tending the time for opening the several land offi- 
ces established in the Territory of Orleans,” re- 
ported the bill amended; and the amendment was 
read and agreed to, as in Committee of the Whole; 
and the President reported the bill to the House 
accordingly; and the bill was ordered to be read 
a third time as amended. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the several States, 
according to the third census,” was read the sec- 
ond time and made the order of the day for Mon- 
day next. 

Pursuant to notice given, Mr. Leip asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill making a further 
ere for the support of a library; and 
the bill was read and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Braptey, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “Anjact for the re- 
lief of Abraham Whipple, late a Captain in the 
Navy of the United States,” reported it without 
amendment, and it was ordered toa third reading. 





Taurspay, November 28. 

Mr. Suita, of Maryland, from the Committee 
to whom was referred the bill making further 
provision for the Corps of Engineers, reported it 
without anrendment. 

The bill making a further appropriation for the 
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support of a library was read a second time; and 


ordered to be engrossed and read a third time: 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the Heuse have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Josiah H. 
Webb;” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
amendment to the bill, entitled “An act extend- 
ing the time for opening the several land offices 
established in the Territory of Orleans,” correctly 
engrossed ; and the bill was read the third time 
as amended, and passed. 

Mr. Tart, from the committee appointed to 
consider the subject, reported a bill for the relief 
of Thomas O’Bannon, and the bill was read, and 
passed to the second reqsion. 

James A. Bayar, from the State of Delaware, 
took his seat in the Senate, . 





Fripvay, November 29. 


The oath prescribed by law was administered 
to Mr. Bayarp, his credentials having been read 
and filed during the last session. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill making a further appropriation for the sup- 
port of a library, correctly engrossed ; and the bill 
was read a third time and passed. 

The bill.for the relief of Thomas O’Bannon 
was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Jo- 
siah H. Webb,” was read the second time. 

The Prestoent laid before the Senate the re- 

rt of the Secretary for the Department of the 
Boe. prepared in obedience to the directions 
of the act, entitled “An act regulating the cur- 
rency of foreign. coins in the United: States,” 
passed April 10, 1806; and the report was read 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Abraham Whipple, late a Captain in the Navy 
of the United States ;” and the bill was ordered 
to the third reading. 

On motion, by Mr. German, it was agreed, that 
the bill making a further provision for the Corps 
of Engineers, be made the order of the day for 
Tuesday next. 





Monpay, December 2. 


Mr. Leis presented the petition of Thomas F, 
Wharton, of the city of Philadelphia, stating that 
he is the owner of the schooner Esparanza, a 
Spanish built vessel, purchased at Sierra Leone 
in the year 1810, by Samuel Richardet, master 
of the schooner Ariadne, to bring home the cargo 
of the schooner last mentioned, she having been 
condemned as not seaworthy; and that at the time 
ofthe purchase of the Esparanza, he had no 
knowledge of the act, entitled ‘‘An act to prevent 
the issuing of sea-letters, except to certain vessels,” 
and praying relief; and the petition was read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 
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Mr. Corrs presented the petition of Thomas 
Brown, a eitizen of Portsmouth, in New Hamp- 
shire, stating that the ship General Eaton, of 
which he was owner, sailed from London on the 
27th November, 1810, and from the Downs on 
the 4th December following, bound to Charles- 
ton, in South Carolina, in ballast; aad that, on 
the 6th of December, the said ship was captured 
by two French privateers and carried to Calais 
and there detained ; and praying the interposition 
of the Legislature, for reasons stated in the peti- 
tion; which was read, and referred to the Secre- 
tary for the Department of State, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Reep submitted the following motion for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
whether any, and what,. alterations are necessary in 
the rules and articles for the better government of the 
troops raised or to be raised by the United States, and 
that the committee have leave to report by bill, bills, or 
otherwise. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the several States 
according to the third enumeration.” 

‘Oo motion, by Mr. Bayarp, to strike out of 
line five the words “thirty-seven,” it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 16, as 
follows: 

Yxas—Messrs Bayard, Bradley, Crawford, Cutts, 
Dana, German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, 
Howell, Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, Robinson, Smith of 
New York, Tait, and Varnum. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
of Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Franklin, 
Gaillard, Giles, Lambert, Pope, Reed, Smith of Piary- 
land, Taylor, Turner, and Worthington. 


On motion, by Mr. Tay tor, to fill the blank 
with “forty,” it was determined in the negative— 
yeas 13, nays 21, as follows: 

Yxas—Meesrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- 
nessee, Condit, Franklin, Gaillard, Gilman, Gregg, 
Lambert, Leib, Pope, Taylor, and Turner. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Brent, Campbell 
of Ohio, Crawford, Cutts, Dana; German, Giles, Good- 
rich, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lloyd, Reed, Robinson, 
Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Var- 
num, and Worthington. 

On motion, by Mr. Bavaro, to insert the words 
“thirty-five,” in lieu of the words stricken out, it 
was determined in the negative—yeas 22, nays 
12, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Brent, Crawford, 
Cutts, Dana, German, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, 
Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Robinson, 
Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, and 
Varnum. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ohio, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Lambert, Pope, ‘l'aylor, Turner, and Worthington. 

And the bill having been amended on the fore- 
going principles, the President reported it to the 
House accordingly; and the bill was ordered to 
be read a third time as amended. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
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Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Josiah H. Webb;” and it was ordered to the third 
reading, vt 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 

Whole, the bill for the.relief of Thomas O’Ban- 
non;.and it was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. , , : 
. The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Abraham Whipple, late a Captain in the Navy 
of the United States,” was read the third.time, 
and passed. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitléd “An act for the 
apportionment of Representatives among the sev- 
eral States, according to the third enumeration,” 
correctly engrossed. 

On motion, by Mr. Franxuin, that tire bill be 
now read the third time, it was objected to, by 
Mr. ANDERSON, as against the rule, 


sere 


Tuesday, December 3. 

The Senate resumed the motion submitted yes- 
terday, by Mr. Reep; and, 

Ordered, That a cOmmittee be appointed to 
inquire whether any; and whiat, alterations are 
necessary in the rules and articles for the better 
Cos of the troops raised or to be raised 

y the United States; and that the committee 
have leave to report by bill, bills, or otherwise. 

Messrs. Reep, ANDERSON, Varnum, Smirua of 
Maryland,and Brapvey, were appointed the com- 
mittee. . 

The bill, entitled “An act forthe relief of Josiah 
H. Webb,” was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Biss, from the committee, reported the 
bill for the relief of Thomas O’Bannon correctly 
engr§ssed ; and the bill was read the third time, 
and passed. ee 

The bill, entitled “An act for, che apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the several States, 
according to the third enumeration,” was read 
the third time as amended, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as'in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill making further provision for the 
Corps of Engineers; and the bill having been 
amended, the President reported it to the Bouse 
accordingly. 

On motion, by Mr. GerMAn, to strike out, from 
section 5, lines 4 and 5; the following words: “at 
such place as shall be designated by the President 
of the United States,” it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 16, nays 11, as foliows: 


Yras—Messrs. Campbell of Ohio, Condit, Cutts, 
German, Gilman, Goodrich, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, 
Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Robinson,: Smith of Maryland, 
Smith of New York, and Varnum. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, Tait, 
Taylor, Turner, and Worthington. 

And further, amendments having been agreed 
to, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time as amended. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have. passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act allowing farther time for 


completing the payments on certain lands, held 
by mght of pre-emption, in the Mississippi Terri- 
tory ;” in which bill they desire the coneurrence 
of the Senate. 

The bill last. mentioned was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 





Wenpnespay, December 4. 


The Presipenr communicated the report of 
the Secretary of the Navy, on moneys transferred, 
during the.last recess of Congress, from certain 
appropriations for particular branches of expendi- 
ture in that department, and of the eppliatiqn of 
such moneys; and the report was read. 

The bill, entitled “ An act allowing further time 
for completing the payments on certain lands held 
by right of pre-emption in the Mississippi Terri- 
tory,” was read the second time, and referred toa 
select committee to consider and report thereon ; 
and Messrs. Tait, Brapuey, and FRanKLIn, were 
appointed the committee. 

he Senate resumed the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, for the appointment of a com- 
mittee to have the direction of the money appro- 
priated to purchase books for the use of the Li- 
brary, and concurred therein ; and Messrs. Lets, 
Conpit, and Smirna, of Maryland, were appointed 
the committee. 

‘Mr. Gruman, from the committee, reported the 
bill making further provision for the Corps of 
Engineets correctly engrossed; agd the bill was 
read the third time, and passed. ; 





Tuurspay, December 5. 


Mr. Gitesefrom the committee appointed on 
the subjeet, reported a bill for the reliet of Robert 
Falton and his associates ; and the bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Brav.ey presented the ‘petition of Char- 
lotte Hazen, relict of the late Brigadier General 
Moses Hazen, praying a grant of land to her as a 
Canadian refugee, for reasons stated at large in 
the petition; which was read, and referred to a 
seleet committee, to considér and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise, and Messrs. Brabcey, Greco, 
and FRANKLIN, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Currs gave fiotice that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to bring in a bill to annex the 
towns of Kittery, Elliot, and Berwick, to the dis- 
trict of Portsmouth. 

Mr. Frankutn presented the petition of David 
Porter, stating that he commanded the flotilla sta- 
tioned at New Orleans during the existence of the 
laws prohibiting intercourse with France; and 
that he there seized and prosecuted, at his own 
expense, to condemnation, three vessels, the pro- 
ceeds of which were distributed under the revenue 
laws, but that his proportion thereof did not 
amount to the cost of prosecution. He therefore 
prays Congress to relinquish to him their propor- 
tion of the penalties and forfeitures which may 
have been incurred by said seizures, as a remu- 
neration for his services; and the petition was 
read, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
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sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and {an additional military force; and the bill was 
- Messrs. Franxuin, Anpperson, and Goopnrics, | read, and passed to the second reading. 


were appointed the committee. 





Fripay, December 6. 


Mr. Curts asked and obtained leave to brin 
in a bill to annex the towns of Kittery, Elliot, and 
Berwick, to the district of Portsmouth; and the 
bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Grece presented the memorial of the Pre- 
sident and Managers of the Union Canal/Com- 
pany of Pennsylvania, praying the aid of Con- 
gress to enable them to accomplish the object of 
their institution, as is stated at large therein ; and 
the memorial was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise;. and 
Messrs. Grego, Bavarp, Lioyp’ Pops, and Hor- 
SEY, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act for the apportionment of Representatives 
among the several States, according to. the third 
enumeration ;” they ask a conference on the sub- 
ject, and have appointed managers on their part. 

On motion, by Mr. Leis, that the Senate insist 
on their amendments to the bill last mentioned, 
it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 12, 
nays 13, as follows: 


Yxras—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bradley, Craw- 
ford, Cutts, Dana, German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, 
Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Robinson, 
Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, and 
Varnum. 

Nars—Messrs. Bibb, Brent, Campbell of Ohio, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Giles, Lambert, Pope, Taylor, Turner, and Worthing- 
ton. 


On motion, by Mr. Crawrorp, the Senate 
agreed to the conference asked by the House of 
Representatives on the amendments to the bill 
last mentioned; and Messrs. Bayarp, Len, and 
VaRNUM, Were appointed the managers on the 
part of the Senate. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Fulton and his 
associates was read the second time. 





Monpay, December 9. 


Mr. Tait, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act allowing fur- 
ther time for completing the payments on certain 
lands held by right of pre-emption in the Missis- 
sippi Territory,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Gives, from the committee to whom was 
referred so much of the Message of the President 
of the United States, of the fifth of November, as 
concerns'the relations between the United States 
and France and Great Britain, reported, in part, 
a bill for completing the existing military estab- 
lishment ; and the bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. Gives, from the committee last mentioned, 
reported, in part, a bill to raise, for a limited time, 


Mr. Gives, from the’same committee, reported, 
in part, a bill appropriating. a sum of money for 
procuring munitions of war; and the bill was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Gixes, from the same committee, also re- 
ported, in part, a bill for the establishment of a 
quartermaster’s department ; andthe bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

[Upon presenting the report of the Gommittee 
of Foreign Relations to the Senate, Mr. Gries 
remarked, that-he was directed by the committee 
to report by bills in part; that the bills now re- 
ported, presented such a system of military pre- 
parations as the committee had deemed. it proper 
to recommend to the adoption of the Senate in 
the present crisis; that it had not yet matured a 
system of naval preparation ; that would probably 
form the subject of a future a 

The bill for the relief of Robert Fulton and his 
associates was resumed; and, on motion, by Mr. 
ANDERSON, it was made the order of the day fer 
Thursday next. 

The bill to annex the towns of Kittery, Elliot, 
and Berwick, to the district of Portsmouth, was 
read the second time, and referred to a seleet com- 
mittee, to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. 
Currs, Luoyp, and Franxttn, were appointed 
the committee. 





Tuespay, December 10. 


The bill for completing the existing Military 
Establishment was read the second time. 

The bill to raise, for a limited time, an addi- 
tional military force, was read the second. time. 

The bill appropriating a sum of money for pro- 
curing munitions of war, was read the second 


time. 

The bill for the establishment of a quartermas- | 
ter’s department was read the second time; and 
on motion, by Mr. Gries, these bills were sever- 
ally made the order of the day for Friday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act allowing further 
time for completing the payments on certain lands 
held by right of pre-emption in the Mississippi 
Territory ;” and che bill was ordered to the third 
reading. 

Mr. Gites presentéd the petition of Charles 
Whitlow, nurseryman and botanical eollector, 
stating that he has discovered a native. vegetable, 
which possesses, in the highest degree, the quali- 
ties of flax and hemp, and praying that, in con- 
sideration of making a disclosure of this important 
discovery to Congress, he may be allowed to im- 
| port into the United States, by special licences, all 

such séeds, grains, and growing plants, as he may 
deem useful for the improvement of gardéning, 
science, or the arts; and the petition was read, 
and referred to a select committee, to consist of 
| five members, to consider and report thereon by 
| bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Gites, Grecc, 
GerMan, Samira, of New York, and Bayarp, were 
appointed the committee. 
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Mr. Bayarp, from the committee appointed as 
managers of the conference upon the subject-mat- 
ser of the bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “ An act for the apportionment of Repre- 
tentatives among the several States, according to 


the third enumeration,” made the following re- 
port: :, ; fi 

“That the committee had held a co 1ce with the 
managers appointed in behalf of the House of Repre- 


sentatives, and that the joint committee of the two 
Houses, upon the'close of the conference, finally sepa- 
rated without coming to any agreement. That the 
committee heard nothing on the conference sufficient 
to induce them to depart from the. amendments made 
by the Senate to the bill from the House of Represent- 
atives. They therefore recommend it to the Senate to 
adhere to the said amendments.”. * 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarn, it was agreed that 
the consideration of the report be the order of the 
day for to-morrow. 


Wenpnesoay, December 11. 


The bill, entitled “ Aa act allowing further time 
for completing the pay ments on'certain lands held 
by right of pre-emption in the Mississippi Terri- 
op: was read the third time, and passed. ° 
’ A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the Sine 
out and opening a public road from the line estab- 
lished by the ‘treaty of Greenville to the North 
Bend, in the State of Ohio ;” also a bill, entitled 
“An act for the relief of John Burnham;” in 
which bills they desire the concurrence of -the 
Senate. 

The bills last mentioned were read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the managers at the conference upon the 
subject-matter, of the amendments to the bill, en- 
* titled “An act for the, apportionment of Repre- 
sentatives amoung the several States, according to 
the third enumeration.” 

Whereupon, on motion by Mr. Bayarop, that 
the Senate adhere to their amendments to the 
said bill, it was determined in the. affirmative— 
yeas 18, nays 16, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Cutts, Dana, Ger- 
man, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hun- 
ter, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, 
Smith of New York, and Varnum. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Frank- 
lin, Gaillard, Giles, Lambert, Pope, Tait; Taylor, Tur- 
ner, and Worthington. 





Tuurspay, December 12. 

The bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the lay- 
ing out and opening a public road from the line 
established-by the treaty of Greenville to the North 
Bend, in the State of Ohio,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon ; and Messrs, CAMPBELL, 
of Ohio, Greae, and Pore, were appointed the 
committee. 


32 
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The bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of John 
Burnham,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report there- 
‘on; and Messrs. German; Frankuin, and Greco, 
were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Dana presented the petition of Isaac Try- 

on, of Glastenbury, in the State of Connecticut, 
praying that the patent granted-him on the 22d 
of February, 1798, for a new and useful improve- 
ment iy manufacturing combs, may be extended 
for a longer time, for reasons stated therein at 
large; and the petition was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 
- The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for the relief of Robert Fulton 
and his associates ; and, after debate, the further 
consideration thereof was postponed until to-mor- 
row. 














Fripay, December 13. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for the relief of Robert Fulton, 
and his associates; and, on motion, by Mr, Bay- 
ARD, to postpone the consideration thereof to Mon- 
day fortnight, it was determined ‘in the negative. 
And on motion, by Mr. Gites, it was recommit- 
ted to a select committee, to consist of five mem- 
bers, with instructions to revise the patent laws, 
with liberty to report thereon. by bill, bills, or 
otherwise ; and Méssrs. ‘Gites, Bavaro, Craw- 
ForD, Campse.t of Tennessee, and ANDERSON, 
were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for completing the existing Mil- 
itary Establishment; and, after progress, ad- 
journed. 





Sarurpay, December 14. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for completing the existing Mili- 
tary Establishment; and the bill having been 
amended, the President reported it to the House 
accordingly ; and the bill was further amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill be. engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to raise, for a limited time an ad- 
ditional military force; and, after progress, ad- 
journed. 





Monpay, December 16. 


Mr, Worruineton, from the committee ap- 

pointed on the subject, reported a bill authorizing 
the President of the United States to raise certain 
companies of spies.or rangers for the protection 
of the frontier of the United States; and the bill 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 
' Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill for completing the existing Military Estab- 
lishment correctly engrossed, and the bill was 
read the third time; andthe blanks filled. 

On motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, to .recommit 
the bill to a select committee, further to consider 
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and report thereon, it was determined in the ne- 
| gative. 


On the question, Shall] this bill pass? it was 


determined unanimously in the affirmative, yeas 
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| 28, as follows: 


Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of Ohio, 


_ Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Dana, 
_ Franklin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, 
_ Gregg, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Robinson, 


Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, 
Turner, and Varnum. 

Mr. FrankKLIN presented the petition of Thomas 
Gordon, of Pasquotank county, in the State of 


- North Carolina, in behalf of himself and John 


Shaw, praying a remission of the penalties in- 
curred by them as securities in an embargo bond, 
for reasons stated therein ‘at large; and the peti- 
tion was read, and referred to a select committee, 
to consider and report thereon, by bili or other- 
wise; and Messrs. FRANKLIN, TayLor, and Craw- 
FORD, were appointed the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Dana, 

Ordered, That the petition of Isaac Tryon, pre- 
sented the 12th instant, be referred to the com- 
mittee to whom was referred. the 26th Novem- 
ber, the memorial of Robert R: Livingston, and 
Robert Fulton, to consider and report thereon by 
bill or otherwise. 





Monpay, December 17. 

The bill authorizing the President of the Uni- 
ted States to raise certain companies of spies or 
rangers, for the protection of the frontier of the 
United States, was read the second time. 

[This bill provides, “that the President of the 
United States, whenever he shall have satisfac- 
tory evidence of the actual or threatened invasion 
of any State or Territory of the United States, by 
any Indian tribe, or tribes, be and he is hereby 
authorized to raise, either by the acceptance of 
volunteers, or enlistment for one year, unless 
sooner discharged, as many companies as he may 
deem necessary, who shall serve on foot, or be 
mounted, as the service in his opinidn may re- 
quire—shall act on the frontier as spies or rangers, 
be armed, equipped, and organized.in such man- 
ner, and be under such regulations and restric- 
tions as the nature of the service in his opinion 
may make necessary.” “ Each of the said com- 
panies of spies or rangers to consist of one cap- 
tain, one first, one second lieutenant, one ensign, 
four sergeants, four corporals, and sixty privates.” | 

Mr. Pore submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of making provision for the widows 
and representatives of the militia volunteers who fell in 
the late engagement with the Indians on the Wabash, 
under the command of Governor Harrison ; and, also, 
of making compensation for the horses and other prop- 
erty lost or destroyed; and that the committee have 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom the 
subject was recommitted the 13th inst., reported, 
in part, a bill extending the time of certain pat- 
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ents granted to Robert Fulton ; which was read 
and passed to a second reading. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to raise, for a limited time, an ad- 
ditional military force, 

On motion, by Mr. Reep, to strike out, from 
section }, line 3, the word “ten.” for the purpose 
of inserting in lieu thereof, the word “twenty,” it 
was determined in the negative—yeas 2, nays 31, 
as follows: 


Yxas—Messrs. Lambert and Reed. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Bradley, 
Campbell of Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, 
Crawford, Cutts, Dana, Franklin, Gaillard, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hun- 
ter, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
and Worthington. 


On motion by Mr. Biss. to expunge the last 
section of the bill, as follows: 


“ That every commissioned and staff officer, to be 
appointed in virtue of this act, shall be a citizen of the 
United States, or some one of the Territories thereof ;” 


{t was determined in the affirmative—yeas 19, 
nays 14, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Bradley, Campbell of 
Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Ger- 
man, Giles, Howell, Hunter, Leib, Pope, Robinson, 
Smith of New York, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and 
Worthington. 


Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Condit, Dana, Franklin, 
Gaillard, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Lambert, 
Lloyd, Reed, Smith, of Maryland, and Tait. 


And the Presipenr reported the bill to the 
House as amended. 

On motion of Mr. Campsett, of Tennessee, to 
strike out from section twelve, line six, to theend 
of the section, as amended, the following words: 


‘‘And whenever any non-commissioned officer or 
soldier shall be: discharged from the service, who shall 
have obtained from the commanding officer of his com- 
pany, battalion, or regiment, a certificate that he had 
faithfully performed his duty while in service, he shall, 
moreover, be allowed ahd paid, in addition to the said 
bounty, three months’ pay, and acres of land. 
And the heirs and representatives of those non-com- 
missioned officers, or soldiers, who may be killed in ac- 
tion or die in the service of the United States, shall 
likewise be paid and allowed the said additional bounty 
of three months’ pay and acres of land, to be de- 
signated, surveyed, and laid off, at the public expense, 
in such manner, and upon such terms and conditions, 
as may be provided by law :” 

For the purpose of inserting, in lieu thereof, the 
following words: | 

* And every non-commissioned officer and soldier 
who shall have faithfully performed his duty, served 
out his term of five years, and obtained his discharge 
from the proper officer, shall be entitled to, and receive, 
in addition to the said bounty, three months’ pay and 
a land warrant for one hundred and sixty acres. And in 
case such non-commissioned officer or soldier shall have 
been discharged previous to the expiration of the term 
of five years for which he was enlisted, having faith- 
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fully performed his duty while in service, he shall be 
entitled to, and receive a land warrant for, a number of 
acres proportioned to the time he shall have actually 
served, allowing at the rate of one hundred and sixty 
acres for the full time of five years. And the legal rep- 
resentatives of every non-commissioned officer or soldier 
who shall be killed while in the line of his duty, or who 
shall, during the time for which he may have been en- 
listed, die in’ actual service, or of wounds received in 
battle, or while in the line of his duty, shall be entitled 
to, and receive a land warrant for, the full quantity of 
acres to which the said deceased would have been en- 
titled had he lived and served out his full term of five 
years; which said land warrants shall be issued by the 
Secretary of War, in the names and for the use only of 
the persons who performed the services, or their legal 
representatives, and shall not be ttansferable to any 
other person or persons; and may, at their option, be 
located with the register of either of the land offices of 
the United States, subsequent to the ‘public sales in 
such office, on any of the public lands of the United 
States then and there offered for sale; or may be re- 
ceived at the rate of two dollars per acre in payment 
of any such public lands :”’ 

And it was determined in the negative—yeas 
10, nays 23, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Anderson, Campbell of Ohio, Camp- 
bell of Tennessee, Franklin, Gregg, Hunter, Lambert, 
Leib, Lloyd, and Worthington. 

Nars—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, Craw- 
ford, Cutts, Dana, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Pope; Reed, Robinson, 
Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, 
Turner, and Varnum. 

And the bill was further amended. 

On motion, by Mr. AnpgErson, tostrike outthe 
word “ten,” section one, line three— 

Mr. Gites rose, and submitted, in substance, 
the following observations : 

Mr. Gives said, he found himself in a very un- 
prepared state, called upon to oppose a very un- 
expected motion. The object of the mover had 
been very precisely expressed; but he had men- 
tioned the number of twelve thousand infantry 
as preferable to twenty thousand, about the num- 
ber provided for by the bill. Mr. G. said it was 
also understood, that a force.of ten thousand men 
of every description would more correspond with 
the Executive views, and fully answer the Ex- 
ecutive requisition. This, he believed, was the 
fact, and should so consider it in the course of the 
observations he proposed to make. Notwithstand- 
ing this circumstance, however, considering the 
late occurrences on our Western frontiers, and the 
feelings of the Western people so justly excited 
thereby, &c., he acknowledged that the motion 
had come from the most unexpected quarter of 
the Union, and from a gentleman the most unex- 
pected to him of all those who represent the west- 
ern portion of the United States; because, from the 
long course of military services honorably render- 
ed by that gentleman during the Revolutionary 
war, he must have become well acquainted with 
the absolute necessity of a due degree of momen- 
tum ip military affairs. 

Mr. G. said he did not propose to go into a full 
exposition of our foreign relations at this time; 
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yet the motion furnished a most extensive scope 
for observation, because, if it should unfortunately 
succeed, it would essentially derange, as he con- 
ceived, the whole views of the committee who 
had reported the bill. He would, therefore, pre- 
sent to the Senate the most prominent and im- 
portant considerations, which he presumed hai 
operated on the committee, and had certainly on 
himself, to induce the recommendation of twenty- 
five thousand men, as the smallest possible quan- 
tum of force demanded by the crisis; and to de- 
monstrate the advantages of a force at least to 
that extent, over that which seemed to be contem- 
plated by the honorable mover, and still more 
over that which is said to consist with the Execu- 
tive project. 

In the consideration of this subject it,is impor- 
tant to tutn our attention to the objects for which 
a military force is demanded, to enable us the 
better to apportion the means to the objects in- 
tended to be effected. For this purpose he begged 
the most serious attention of the Senate to the 
President’s Message at the commencement of the 
session. 


“T must now add,” observes. the President “ that the 
period is arrived which claims from the legislative guar- 
-dians of the national ‘rights a system of more ample 
provision for maintaining them. Notwithstanding the 
scrupulous justice, the protracted moderation, and the 
multiplied efforts on the part of the United States, to 
substitute for the accumulating dangers to the peace 
of the two countries, all the mutual advantages of re- 
established friendship and confidence, we have seen 
that the British Cabinet perseveres, not only in with- 
holding a remedy for other wrongs so long and so 
loudly calling for it, but im the execution, brought 
home to the threshold of our territory, of measures 
which, under existing circumstances, have the char- 
acter, as well as the effect, of war on our lawful com- 
merce. 

“ With this evidence of hostile inflexibility, in tramp- 
ling on rights which no independent nation can relin- 
quish, Congress will feel the duty of putting the Uni- 
ted States into an armor and an attitude demanded by 
the crisis, and corresponding with the national spirit 
and expectations. 

“TI recommend, accordingly, that adequate provision 
be made for filling the ranks and prolonging the enlist- 
ments of the regular troops; for an auxiliary force, to 
be engaged for a more limited term ; for the acceptance 
of volunteer corps, whose patriotic ardor may court a 
participation in urgent. services; for detachments, as 
they may be wanted, of other portions of the militia, 
and for such a preparation of the great body as will 
proportion its usefulness to its intrinsic capacity.” 


Here we find, in the first place, the most sol- 
emn and imperious call upon Congress, in the 
character of “the legislative guardians-of the na- 
tional rights, for asystem of more ample provi- 
sions for maintaining them.” ‘The President then 
very properly and emphatically proceeds to tell 
us why he makes this solemn call upon the legis- 
lative guardians of the nation at this time. He 
tells us in substance, that notwithstanding “the 
scrupulous justice, the protracted moderation, and 
multiplied efforts on the part of the United States,” 
to induce Great Britain to recede from her hostile 
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aggressions upon their essential sovereign rights, 
so far from yielding to these polite and pathetic 
invitations, she had increased her aggressions, and 
had adopted “measures, which, under existing 
circumstances, have the character, as well as 
the effect, of war upon our lawful commerce ;” 
and that. these measures are, in their execution 
“brought home to the threshold of our territory.” 
Could the President have chosen language more 
emphatic to show the imperious character of the 
call made upon Congress to furnish him with the 
adequate physical means to retrieve the honor and 
redress the wrongs of the nation? Lest there 
might be some possible mistake on the part of 
Congress, he tells us explicitly, that the aggres- 
sions of Great Britain have the character as well 
as the effect of war upon our lawful commerce, 
and that this war is brought home to the threshold 
of our territory. 

But, sir, the President does not stop here. He 
tells us that notwithstanding our protracted mod- 
eration, &c., &c., Great Britain, with hostile in- 
flexibility, perseveres in trampling on essential 
sovereign rights; rights at least, “ which no inde- 
pendent nation can relinquish.” Here then, it is 
evident, the President conceives, that our inde- 
pendence as a nation is brought into question, 
and put at hazard. Can any subject present a 
more awful and imperious call upon Congress to 
exert and apply the whole energies of the nation, 
than a question of independence? The plain En- 
glish of all this communication, he understood 
to be, that all the inefficient measures, which have 
been adopted in relation to the belligerents for 
three years past, had not answered the expecta- 
tions of their projectors; bat, instead of the ex- 
pected recession; had produced, on the part of 
Great Britain at least, inflexible hostility. This 
was a very natural result, and one which he had 
always anticipated. as was well known to this 
honorable body. But the Administration, havin 
learnt wisdom by these feeble experiments, ha 
now determined to change its course, and for the 
fe ae of rendering this hostility more flexible, 

ad at length resolved, instead of commercial re- 
strictions, to try the effect of physical force. An 
adequate force is therefore demanded by the Ex- 
ecutive, and the adequacy of the force is very pro- 
perly referred to Congress, where the responsi- 
bility is placed by the Constitution, where it ought 
to rest; and, for one, he was willing to take his 
full-share of it. But, sir, the President goes on 
further. After designating the objects, he points 
out the standard for ascertaining the adequacy of 
the force demanded for their effectuation. In his 
official responsible Message, he tells us that “ Con- 
gress will feel the duty of putting the United 
States into an armor and an attitude demanded 
by the crisis, and corresponding with the national 
spiritand expectations.” ‘I'he standard here point- 
ed out for calculating the quantum of force to be 
supplied is “ the crisis,” which had been previously 
described in the most solemn and imposing terms, 
and “the national spirit and expectations.” Whe- 
ther the committee had reported too great a force 
for subduing the crisis, he was willing to submit 


to the verdict of the national spirit and expecta- 
tions. 

But it is now said, or intimated in substance, 
that this official responsible standard is only os- 
tensible, and that the true standard for estimating 
the quantum of force demanded, must be derived 
from the decrepit state of the Treasury and the 
financial fame of the gentleman at the Head of 
that department. This subject will require a dis- 
tinct consideration ; but, in the meantime, it is 
sufficient to say, that the committee unanimously 
refused to be influenced by any considerations, 
but those resulting from the official responsible 
communication, and their own reflections upon 
the state of the nation asdisclosed thereby. They 
unanimously rejected informal, inofficial commu- 
nications. 

It will be observed, too, in the Message, the 
President, in his more specific recommendations, 
after designating the kinds of force suited to the 
occasion, leaves the quantum of each to be judged 
of and decided by Congress, where the responsi- 
bility did and ought to rest; and he was unwill- 
ing, by receding from his Constitutional duty, to 
revert this responsibility upon the Executive. 

It thus appearing, said Mr. G., that the force 
demanded was for the purposes of war, if unfor- 
tunately we should be driven by Great Britain to 
that last resort; and that although the war would 
be undertaken upon principles strictly defensive, 
yet, in its operation, it must necessarily become 
offensive on our part; and that Congress was to 
determine exclusively upon the adequacy of the 
means for conducting it; he would now proceed 
to inquire more particularly, first, whether the 
committee had recommended a force more than 
adequate to the purposes of the war; and second, 
whether it was within the capacity of the United 
States to supply the force thus recommended. 

Mr. G. said, that in estimating the quantum of 
force demanded by the existing crisis, it appeared 
to him, gentlemen had not given sufficient con- 
sideration ‘to the attitude assumed by the United 
States in relation to the Floridas—to the exten- 
sion of our Southern and Western frontiers—to the 
late hostile acts and threatenings in that quarter— 
nor to the importance of Orleans, its exposed po- 
sition and defenceless situation. These circum- 
stances, however, entered deeply into the consid- 
eration of the committee, had induced it to con- 
clude that the whole Military Establishment now 
authorized by law, if completed, would not be 
more than sufficient, perhaps insufficient, to an- 
swer the necessary objects of the Government in 
the scenes just described. It was, therefore, in- 
tended that the whole of that force should be left 
free to act therein, according to circumstances, 
and that the additional force now recommended 
should act exclusively in the northern and eastern 
portion of the Union. This force no gentleman 
will pretend can be too great for our objects in 
that quarter, in the event of war unaided by the 
existing establishment. Hence it was a matter 
of great surprise to him that the Western gentle- 
men should wish to dininish the number of men 
now proposed to be raised; because he believed 
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that every man deducted from the proposed force, 
would take one from the force intended by the 
committee to protect our Southern, and Western 
frontiers. These gentlemen, he presumed, must 
be better judges than himself, how many of these 
men they can generously spare from their own 
protection; but, for his part, he thought. there 
Was not one to spare from these objects, and the 
committee were willing to give the whole of 
them that destination. 

With respect to the protection of New Orleans, 
he knew it was the expectation of the late Ad- 
ministration, that in the event of war, Great Brit- 
ain would possess herself of that city; and ‘it 
was not their intention to incur the expense of 
being constantly prepared to repel the first incur- 
sions of the enemy—he did not know the intén- 
tion of the present Administration in that respect, 
but presumed it was acting on the same policy. 
In case the British should take posséssion of Or- 
leans, the Western people must necessarily be 
calied upon to drive them out, and he doubted 
very much whether it would be either a very ac- 
ceptable occupation or avery easy task. He had 
always disapproved of this policy, and in the 
event of war, he thought it wise, not only to be 
prepared for defence at all points, but to give 
the first blow. He believed, in the end, it would 
be found not only the wisest, but the most eco- 
nomical policy, both in blood and treasure. 

Having presented to the Senate the objects to 
which the existing Military Establishment ought 
to be assigned, according to the views of the com- 
mittee, he would proceed to inquire, whether the 
additional force recommended would be more than 
competent to the objects to which it must neces- 
sarily be assigned, and which ought. unquestion- 
ably to be effected by it. .In case of war, an event 
he deprecated as: much as any gentleman present, 
the new army would have to man your. fortifica- 
tions on the seaboard, from Norfolk to the extrem- 
ities of our territory, North and East, and to oe- 
cupy Canada. These are the conteniplated and 
iatbeensalde objects of this army, in the estima- 
tion of the Executive and the honorable mover, 
as well as of the committee. The question will, 
therefore, turn upon the accuracy and correctness 
of their respective calculations as to the quantum 
of force necessary to eflect these objects. 

Mr. G. said he had a conversation with the 
Secretary for the Department of War, in his char- 
acter of chairman of the Committee of Foreign 
Relations, in which the Secretary did endeavor 
to demonstrate to him, that a smaller number of 
men than 25,000 would answer these objects; but 
so far from producing this conviction, it satisfied 
him that the number was too small. He thought 
that every inference drawn by the honorable Sec- 
retary ought to have been inverted. For in- 
stance, he was asked, how many men were indis- 

nsably necessary to man the fortifications at 

ew York? The honorable Secretary replied 
2,000; but he intended to make 1,000 answer, and 
would rely for the rest of the complement on the 
local militia. Now, Me. G. said, he inferred, if 
2,000 men were necessary for that most exposed 
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and important position, that 1,000 would not an- 
swer, with the precarious and accidental aid of 
the local militia ; that 2,000 ought to be calcula- 
ted on for that service; and if, with the aid of the 
local militia, they could protect New York against 
the force Great Britain might detach against that 
city, they would perform their full share of the 
toils and perils of the war. Two thousand men, 
completely furnished with all the means of an- 
noyance, possessed of all the skill that military 
science could afford, and impelled by all the sub- 
ordination and management that military disci- 
pline could impose, with the aid of the local mili- 
tia also, would deserve well of their country if 
they should preserve New York from the grasp of 
Great Britain, in case she should think ptoper to 
direct the force she might have at command 
against that.citvy. Then why send one thousand 
on a service, when we know that two thousand 
are necessary, and perhaps incompetent? Is it 
because the United States have not the capacity 
to send-2,000? That question shall be examined 
presently. The same observations wil! apply to 
the protection of Rhode Island, where 2,000 more 
will be necessary; and 1,000 will be as few as 
can possibly be detached for the other fortifica- 
tions. Admitting then 5,000 men to be necessar 

to man’the various fortifications on the seaboard, 
and supposing every man to be raised, as proposed 
in the bill, there will bea disposable force of only 
20,000 men for the occupation of Canada. But 
upon the Executive project there would be left 
for that service only 5,000 men; unless indeed the 
Western and Southern frontiers should be left un- 
protected, or the fortifications on the seaboard 
should be only half manned, and of course left to 
the sport of the enemy. Mr. G. said he appre- 
hended that, in the first onset of the war, Great 
Britain would direct her force to the occupation 
of New York and New Orleans; and if she should 
possess herself of those two points, he would ven- 
ture to predict that the Administration which 
commenced the war would not finish it; espe- 
cially undera system of policy, which would only 
furnish one half of the means deemed necessary 
for their protection—yes, sir, known to be inade- 
quate at the time of applying it. What apolog 

could be made to an injured nation under suc 

cireumstances? We knew 2,000 men to be neces- 
sary for the defence of New York; but we sagely 
determined to apply 1,000 only to that object, for 
fear of incurring the expense of the requisite num - 
her. This would be self-condemnation. The 
people would lose all confidence in such calcula- 
tors, and would certainly make the experiment 
of a change. © Under such circumstances, Mr. G. 
said he would be the first to cry out for achange 
of Administration, for it would not be possible to 
lose by it. Defend New York with all the judg- 
ment and skili you can command ; fill the fortifi- 
cations with the full complement of troops amply 
provided, call in the local militia, &c., and he 
should not be surprised if the British should get 
possession of that city. But then there would be 
no blame on the Administration; all-its duties 
will have been performed; and the result would 
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rest upon the fortune of war; but a single act of 
neglect or misconduct would certainly deprive 
the Administration of the public confidence. 

If, sir, Great Britain should get possession of 
New York and New Orleans, and you should get 
possession of Canada, you would be very glad to 
make the exchange upon the termination~of the 
war. Therefore, take care of these two points. 

Mr. G. said, he also requested the honorable 
Secretary to consult with the President, and in- 
form him, as the President’s Secretary, whether 
the President wished to have the number of men 
reduced ? or whether he had a preference for any 
other number? The reply, after the consultation, 
very properly, was, that the President had no 
opinion to offer on that point. He considered it 
a subject of legislative discretion, &c. Of course 
any informal Executive views ought not to be 
substituted for our own discretion and responsi- 
bility. Mr. G. said, he knew it had been suggest- 
ed, and perhaps from very high authority, that no- 
thing was necessary to induce Great Britain to re- 
cede from her aggressions, but to convince her, 
that, instead of opposing»to them inefficient com- 
mercial resrictions, they would be resisted with 
physical force ; aud that raising ten thousand men 
would produce this conviction, without incurring 
further expense. Thissuggestion furnished some 
of his strongest objections to limiting the force to 
be raised to ten thousand men. So far from pro- 
ducing that conviction on the British Cabinet, he 
was convinced it would produce precisely the 
opposite effect. The British Cabinet would look 
at the means provided for effecting the object, as 
the best evidence of the object itself. And-as 
these means would be viewed so utterly inade- 
quate to the purposes of war, the Cabinet would 
necessarily conclude that we were not in earnest, 
that we were joking, even upon the most serious 
subject ; that war was not intended, and would 
not be resorted to under any circumstances. This 
impression, the necessary result of our former 
measures, has become so general, both at home and 
abroad, that. we have much to do to retrieve our 
lost reputation; we do not stand upon original 
ground, Our measures must be of a very differ- 
ent character from what they have been to pro- 
duce the desired conviction, either at home or 
abroad. Having changed our principle of action, 
from commercial restrictions to physical force, 
limiting that force to ten thousand men would 
be, in his judgment, as much trifling with the 
energies of the nation, as inefficient commercial 
restrictions had heretofore been trifling with the 
character and interests of the nation, and he feared 
was dictated by the same unfortunate imbecile 
spirit and policy. Mr. G. said, that whilst upon 
this paft of the subject, he begged to be excused 
for reading a few paragraphs from a newspaper, 

which he accidentally picked up last evening, 


containing the annunciation of the President’s 


Message aj Quebec, the very point to which the 
proposed force might probably be directed. It 


fully demonstrates the impressions existing there, 
and which have been produced by our former 


measures. 
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“Quersec, November 18. 
“ President’s Message.——Happily the expectation of 


Mr. Madison’s speech steps in opportunely, as some- 
thing of an antidote to the effect of the European 
dearth. From that speech shall we learn that the 
terrible being, John Bull, does not suffer his thousand 
armed vessels, manned and equipped at an enormous 
expense, to lie wholly idle; but that they are guilty of 
the audacious tyranny of being, in some degree, a 
check on the violent inclinations of Dame Columbia to 
extend her arms to cherish, aid, and assist her admired 
hero, Napoleon, in effecting John’s annihilation. Much 
will the speech complain that the Sovereign of the 
Ocean is not powerful to no purpose, and does not de- 
scend to, and put himself on a level with the imbecility 
of the United States, with their dozen ships. 
donable is the grievance that the Leviathan is not as 


Unpar- 


powerless as the Cod: that the Jackall, whom nature 
meant for the Lion’s provider, is not permitted to 
divert its provender to the support of the Tiger, with 
a view to the destruction of the Lion. 

“The speech may not say these things in direct 
terms; but such will, unquestionably, be its meaning : 
“ With syllogisms *twill make a clatter, 

With abstract rights three-deckers batter ; 
An empty purse at millions shake, 

And no trade ’gainst a free trade stake: 
Of rotting produce count the gain, 

A seaboard boast shut from the main; 
To seamen recommend the loom, 

And on each mast to fix the broom; 
Merchants, for lack of foreign wares, 

To retail apples, plums, and pears.” 


Limit all your mighty efforts to ten thousand 
men, and it will afford a better subject for another 
pasquinade, than the President’s Message had 
done for the one just read. He should not have 
ventured to read these paragraphs to the Senate, 
however, if these impressions were merely local. 
But he believed similar impressions pervaded 
Europe and America, and- had unfortunately 
found their way into the French and British 
Cabinets. Nor should. he have thought these 
sarcasms worth regard, were it not for the truisms 
with which they were pointed. When the Duc 
de Cadore, upon his.review of our proceedings, 
told us officially that he would have expected 
more from a Jamaica Assembly, he thought it 
both impertinent and insolent; but the point of 
the offence was a consciousness that it was too 
much like the truth. It is a truism which forms 
the sting of every sarcasm. We find the Em- 
peror Napoleon, too, acting under these same 
impressions, when he seizes and confiscates your 
property, without even a plausible pretext. The 
only ground upon which he acted, was a convic- 
tion that you would not resent it, and he, there- 
fore, might plunder with impunity. The same 
impressions direct the British Cabinet in its “in- 
flexible hostility,” and its war upon our com- 
merce, both in character and effect, “brought 
home to the threshold of our territory.” If our 
protracted moderation, wonderful moderation, 
&c., by which he presumed were meant our 
feeble contrivances for the last three years, and 
of whieh, he feared, the requisition of ten thou- 
sand men was a breach, both in spirit and policy, 
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should still be continued, he believed it would 
degenerate into something of a very different 
character, and would receive a very different 
denomination from ‘the public. 


Mr. G. begged the Senate to turn its atten- 
tion to the means of resistance now actually,in 
Canada, which would probably be opposed to the 
contemplated force. From the best information 
he could obtain, the British had at this time in 
Canada from seven to ten thousand reguiar troops, 
and from twelve to fifteen thousand well appoint- 
ed, well furnished militia, drawn from a popula- 
tion of nearly three hundred thousand souls. If, 
therefore, your troops could be ready to act in 
the Spring before the breaking up of the ice, and 
before the British could throw further succors 
into that country, it appeared to him there would 
be very good employment for twenty thousand 
men in subduing this force and population; and, 
if undertaken with fewer men, a failure of the 
enterprise would probably be the consequence. 
Besides, sir, we should recollect that Gréat Brit- 
ain is the same Great Britain we encountered in 
1775, 1776, &c.; and although some gentlemen 
seemed to suppose that she was fully occupied 
with her European war; that she was impover- 
ished, fighting for her existence, &c., and of 
course had at command very little disposable 
force, he viewed the subject very differently. 


It is true Great Britain is engaged with a formi- 
dable enemy ; but hitherto she has greatly the ad- 
vantage inthe war. Where has she'lost one inch 
of territory? What acquisitions of territory and 
population has she not made,*both in the East 
and West Indies? What obstacles is’ she now 
opposing to the occupation ‘of the Southern Pe- 
ninsula by her enemy? So far from her popula- 
tion being diminished at home, it appeared to’be 
greatly increased by the last census, notwith- 
standing all the distresses and starvations we 
have heard of, &c. Count the number of French 
and English prisoners, and you will find that 
Great Britain had the advantage of perhaps ten 
to one. Her fleet is unrivalled; of course left 
more free to act than at any time during the 
Revolutionary war. He, therefore, cohcluded 
that we should have to contend now with the 
same Great Britain we did then, with renovated 
powers and resources. Yet to this Power it is 
proposed to oppose only ten thousand additional 
troops. Mr. G. said it was uncertain how long 
Great Britain ‘might keep her army upon the 
Peninsula; but whenever it shall be withdrawn, 
either by choice or necessity, she will have a 
formidable disposable force in numbers, skill, and 
bravery; and whether she withdraws that army 
or not, you will find that she will command a 
respectable force for the protection of Canada, if 
you wait for the breaking up of the ice, which 
now envelopes all the avenues of that country. 
Time, therefore, is all-important, and not a mo- 
ment for preparations ought to be lost. 

France, it is true, has astonishingly aggran- 
dized herself during the existing war in Europe; 
but it has been done at the expense of other na- 
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| tions, not of Great Britain. Great Britain has 
had her share of the spoils also. 

Let us then not undervalue our enemy. Sir, 
this project of limiting our efforts to ten thousand 
men, seems to be too much upon the plan ofa 
scarecrow, and it appears to be regarded in that 
light*by some gentlemen. He said Great Britain 
was the last nation on earth, that he would under- 
take to frighten with scarecrows; besides, even 
upon the scarecrow plan, he should suppose that 
twenty-five thousand men would, be better than 
ten thousand. Mr. G. said he disliked this pro- 
ject extremely, from another consideration, which 
it forcibly impressed upon his mind, It must 
evidently have been recommended by that same 
spirit and policy which had heretofore relied 
upon the chapter of accidents for success, and not 
upon our own energies and resources. It seems 
to have been founded on the hope that Great 
Britain would recede without an effort on our 
part. It is a fallacious hope. The hope itself 
will always defeat its own object, by avoiding 
the means to insure its own success, 

Mr. G. said we had enjoyed a long course of 
prosperity, but we ought not ‘to calculate upon 
perpetual exemption from the common éalamities 
of nations. When days of adversity shall arrive, 
we should meet them with becoming fortitude 
and energy. He-deprecated that spirit which ap- 
peared to be lenging and whining after prosperity 
that is passed, as if it feared to look adversity in 
the face. Mr. President, when adversity comes, 
you must look her in the face; yes, sir, you must 
stare her out of countenance; you must meet her 
with courage, and with means sufficient to sub- 
due her. Mr. President, if after we have been 
solemnly called together to receive communica- 
tions of great and weighty matters, and after our 
meeting Fave been told that our independence is 
at hazard, that there is actual war, both in char- 
acter and effect, upon our lawful commerce, 
brought home to the threshold of our territory ; 
that rights are trampled upon, which no indepen- 
dent natioh can relinquish, &c.; when, in short, 
our wrongs are painted in such glowing terms, 
as to have set the whole ‘nation on fire—if, after 
all this, we should taper down to providing ten 
thousand men to subdue such a crisis, would it 
not be a wonderful discovery in the art of sinking ? 
Would it not undervalue the resources and ener- 
giesofthenation? Would it not insult and deceive 
the national spirit and expectdtions? Whether 
he viewed this subject in reference to the inter- 
ests of the nation, or the party in power, he should 
oat protest against this little miserable policy 
of resorting to means so utterly incompetent to 
the objects. He cautioned the party in power 
now, as he often had done before, against longer 
sporting with the national sensibility, the national 
character, and the national interests. 

Mr. G. said; in making the calculations of the 
degree of force required, the committee was pre- 

cluded from taking into the estimate any auxiliary 
force to be derived from the militia ; because an 
impression appeared to be almost universally en- 
tertained, that Congress could not constitutionally 
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- command the services of the militia beyond the 


- jimits of the United States ; of course, the regular 
force must be proportionally augmented. 
said, although he believed he stood ‘single and 
alone, he protested against this doctrine. 


- cause it would ‘be useless, 


He 


He did 
not propose now to’examine this question, be- 
He would, however, 
read the clause of the Constitution, which gave 
to Congress the power of calling forth the militia, 
and make one or two remarks on it. Congress 
shall have power “to provide for calling forth the 
militia, to execute the laws of the Union, to sup- 
press insurrections, and repel invasions.” ‘The 
first object for which the militia may be called 
forth, is to execute the laws of the Union. A 
law declaring war, is a law of the Union; and if 
the war is to be carried on beyond the limits of 
the United States, it is still a law to be executed, 
although beyond the limits of the United States ; 
and he could see no reason why the militia could 
not be called forth to execute it. Indeed, it js one 
of those laws to the execution of which force is in- 
dispensably. and -properly applicable; and if the 
laws can have a legitimate influence beyond the 
limits of the United States, the power of Congress 
over the militia must be co-extensive with the 
laws, which are thus required to be executed. He 
would only observe further, that when this sub- 
ject was more particularly brought into discus- 
sion upon a former occasion, it was said, that 
even in Great Britain, the® militia could not be 
ordered out of Great Britain; no, not even to 
Ireland. But it should now be recollected, that 
since that time, the British Parliament, without 
even a question as to the right, has ordered Brit- 
ish militia to Ireland, and Jrish militia to Great 
Britain. Twenty-six regiments are said to be 
transposed at this time. 

Mr. G. said, that in considering the peculiar 
geographical situation of the United States, with 
colonies at each end of them, belonging to pow- 
erful distant nations, with which we may be often 
brought into collision, it would be unfortunate 
for the United States if the militia bordering on 
the lines’of separation could not be called forth 
for any purpose of chastisement, or any other ob- 
ject the Government might have in view, in re- 
lation to those culonies or their respective mother 
countries. If suéh be the unfortunate organiza- 
tion or interpretation of the Constitution, an 
amendment for remedying so.important a defect 
ought to be instantly proposed and.adopted. Its 
inconvenience is now sensibly felt, in precluding 
all reliance upon that important auxiliary force. 
Gentlemen, however, purpose to remedy this de- 
fect, by a volunteer force. Mr. G said, he would 
not reject, nor did he mean to disparage, this 
species of force. But, from the nature of its 
organization, it cannot be suited to offensive war, 
nor to the occupation of a country after it should 
be taken. He had been told too, by military gen- 
tlemen, without exception, that it was always 
found to be the most expensive and least efficient 
force. He hardly expected to have heard it relied 
upon for the contemplated. object, by the honor- 
able mover, because. he thought gentlemen con- 
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curred with the other experienced military gentle- 
men in these respects. 

Mr. G. said, upon an impartial view of all the 
considerations he had the honor to suggest, he 
thought it was demonstrated, that the force pro- 
posed was not more than competent to the objects 
of the Government; and that a smaller number 
would correspond neither with the national spirit 
nor expectations. He would therefore proceed 
to consider, whether the number proposed ex- 
ceeded the national capacity to furnish, 

It will appear, said Mr. G., from the census 
lately taken, that the population of the United 
States is perhaps not less than seven and an half 
millions of souls: Now, sir, this must be a popu- 
lation of a most extraordinary character, and un- 
der the influence of a government of a most ex- 
traordinary organization, if it cannot command 
the services of thirty five thousand men, upon the 
most extraordinary exigencies. But we are not 
without a memorable experiment upon the popu- 
lation and. Government of the United States, at 
a former period. In 1775, 1776, we commenced 
the Revolutionary war with Great Britain, with 
a population very little, if at all, exceeding two 
millions of souls.* Let us see the number of 
regular troops, not merely voted, but actually 
brought into the field, and paid for their services 
during the whole of that war. They are as fol- 
low: Total in pay, in 1775, 27,443; in 1776, 
46.891; in 1777, 34,820; 1779, 27,699; 1780, 21,- 


-015; 1781, 13,292; 1782, 14,256; 1783, 13,476. 


These are the regular troops actually in pay, ex- 
clusive of militia. 

In making this comparative estimate, he was 
willing, in these degenerate days, to give two, nay, 
three for one; over the population of 1775 and 
1776; and it would appear, that the committee had 
not drawn upon the existing population beyond 
moderation, With adouble, nay threefold popu- 
lation; with, more than quadrupled pecuniary re- 
sources; with a capacity for furnishing munitions 
of war above one hundred fold, the committee 
proposed to draw upon the existing population 
for thirty‘five thousand regular troops in the 
whole. In 1776 there were actually in the field 
and paid, forty-six thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-one regular troops, exclusive of militia. 
Great Britain, with a population of but little 
more than double that of the United States; la- 
boring too under a debt of more than seven 
hundred millions of pounds sterling, has, at this 
time, in her land and naval service, perhaps, 
three hundred thousand men; yet an alarm seems 
to be produced here by a proposition to call into 
the service of the United States thirty-five thou- 
sand men. This too for repelling the aggressions 
of the same Groat Britain we encountered in 
1775 and 1776; and for the same cause. Yes, 
sir; it is as much a question of independence 
now, as it was then. It was then a question, 
whether Great Britain should impose a tax of 





* Population of the United States, at four several 
periods, viz: 1780, 2,051,000; 1790, 3,929,326; 1800, 
5,308,666; 1810, 7,239,903. 
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‘three pence per pound on tea, when in our colonial 
State. It is now a question whether Great Brit- 
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ntlemen who express so much concern for the 
reasury Department, tell us that the gentleman 


ain shall regulate by force the whole of our com- | at the head of that Department possesses the 


merce, in contempt and violation of the laws of | most splendid financial talents, &c. 


Mr. G. said. 


nations, when we affect to be in an independent | he hoped he did; and he,was not disposed to de- 


state. If, sir, our fathers had condescended to 
calculdte-the costs of a tax of three pence ona 
und of tea; compared with the costs of the war 
or achieving our independence, as some of ‘their 
sons are now doing with respect to the value of 
our commerce submitted to the regulation of 
Great Britain, we should not now have it in our 
power to degrade their memories, by the profli- 
te abandonment of the independence achieved 
or us by the profusion of their blood and treasure. 
And what, sir, became of the forty+six ‘thousand 
eight hundred and ninety one men raised to op- 
pose Great Britain in 17767? We know they 
were often compelled to fly before superior Brit- 
ish forces, and by the waste of the war and short 
enlistments, were reduced in 1783, to 13,476. Yet 
We seem now to be willing to fall into this same 
fatal error—and for what? and for what cause ? 
From groundless and visionary fears of the pos- 
sible influence of regular troops upon our liber- 
ties. But, sir, these fears come too late, They 
should have come upon us long ago. It is too 
late to say, we are more afraid of the means of 
annoyance, than the enemy to be annoyed. We 
ought to have submitted long ago. We have now 
taken the ground of resistance, and cannot re- 
cede. He.hoped that the considerations urged 
the other day upon this subject, were sufficient 
to demonstrate the fallacy of these alarms, and 
their unfortunate tendency in relation to the pub- 
lic welfare in the present state of our affairs. 
Upon these views of the whole subject, he trusted 
that the Senate would concur with the commit- 
tee in opinion, that the number of men recom- 
mended is not too great for the purposes of the 
Government, nor beyond the convenient abil- 
ities of the United States. ' 

Mr. G. said, he would now proceed to the ten- 
derest point of this discussion—the decrepit state 
of the Treasury Department. - Mr. G. said, he did 
not think this the true standard for éstimating the 
national resources, nor energies; nor for estimat- 
ing the means necessary for repelling aggressions 
upon our national rights; nor is it the one recom- 
mended in the President’s responsible Message. 
But the honorable mover had said it demanded 
and ought to receive our first attention. He com- 
plained, too, that Mr. G. had said the objects at 
stake were too great for counting the costs. Mr. 
G.- said this was not precisely the view he had 
before presented on this part of the subject. The 
opinion he expressed was, that there would be an 
economy in furnishing means sufficient to effect 
your objects ; that the costs could not be deemed 
excessive, which would insure success ; but if you 
dealt out your means so sparingly as to fail of 
your object, it would then become prodigal waste 
and profusion of economy. To this opinion he 
still adhered ; and he thought there never was an 
occasion where the remark would apply with 
more force and propriety than at present. The 


tract aught from this impression; but he could 
not help remarking that he should feel more con- 
fidence in that gentleman’s financial reputation. 
if it were founded more on facts, and less on ru- 
mor and.anticipation. The honorable Secretary’s 
financial reputation was made to his hands by 
others. He had little or no share in it. He has 
annually given us the most lucid views of the 
amount and manner of revenue received at the 
Treasury, which was provided by others, and the 
manner in which it has been disbursed for the 
purposes of. the Government. But this is no dif- 
ficult task, and is no evidence of -financial skill’ 
which he understood to consist in the faculty of 
getting the most money into’ the Treasury, with 
the least inconvenience to the contributors. He 
was not disposed, however, to complain of this 
inactivity on the part.of the honorable Secretary , 
because the Governmént had never called upon 
him. for greater exertions, and, perhaps, had no 
occasion to have made such a call, until about 
three yearsago. But, sir, what does this gentle- 
man tell us, upon whose splendid talents we all 
rely? That the national resources are equal to 
all the national exigencies. In his last report, he 
says, in substance, there can be no doubt of the 
ability and the. will of the nation to- furnish ail 
the necessary supplies. If, then, reliance can be 
placed on his splendid financial talents, only give 
them scope for action ; apply them tothe national 
ability and will; let them perform the simple task 
of pointing to the true modus operandi ; and what 


; reason have we to despair of the Republic? What 


reason have we to doubt of the abundance of the 
Treasury. supplies? Until now the honorable 
Secretary has had no scope for the demonstration 
of his splendid financial talents. Of all the rev- 
enues receivable at the Treasury, he knew of but 
one fund for which we are indebted to the sug- 
gestion of that gentleman. That is what‘is called 
the Mediterranean fund; and that is annually 
presented to us ina. very awkward and crooked 
form. But, against this may be placed the repeal 
of the salt tax; one of the most improvident 
measures ever adopted by this or any other Gov- 
ernment. He presumed the Secretary, at least, 
yielded his assent to that measure. Mr. G, said, 
he was extremely opposed to this measure at the 
time of its adoption ; had twice ‘reported against 
it, as the chairman of a committee, to whém the 
subject was referred ; and he believed it was twice 
rejected by this honorable body. His single vote, 
he believed, turned the scale. He should have 
persevered in his opposition, notwithstanding the 
vpular cry: raised at the time ; but he yielded at 
ength to animposing claim urged on him by many 
members of the House of Representatives. The 
House of Representatives was peculiarly intrust- 
ed by the Constitution with the power of raising 
revenue; and it could hardly be considered as 
correct in a single individual, in the other branc 
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of the Legislature, to put hisveto to a measure, in | opposition of the Executive, acting, he believed, 
relation to-revenue, which was recommended by | under the same unfortunate iofluence. This 
so large a majority of that branch, to whose dis- | measure consisted in presenting to the aggressing 
cretion all subjects of revenue were intrusted in | belligerents an impartial and honorable proposi- 
a peculiar manner. To this claim, and the very | tion for accommodation; and in the event of its 
high respect he entertained for the House of Rep- | rejection, to issue letters of marque and reprisal 
resentatives, he yielded a reluctant consent, upon | against the refusing nation. This measire was 


_ condition that the repeal should be postponed until | so strongly and obviously recommended by the 
' one month after the meeting of the next session | peculiar circumstances under which we were 


of Congress, and that the House of Representa- | coercively placed by both the belligerents, that 
tives would again review and. consider the sub- | he was astonished at the anxious opposition it 
ject. The mooth elapsed without re-enacting the | received; and to the success of that opposition, 
law, and the tax ceased. -| after the embargo was abandoned, may clearly 

Mr. G. said he never gave a vote more against | be traced all our present sufferings and degrada- 
the convictions of his own judgment than he did | tions. Both the belligerents haddetermined that 
on. that occasion, although the motive. was one | we should be no longer neutral ; and had adopted 
which he conceived ought to. exempt him from | the most injurious measures in relation to us, to 
censure. If gentlemen will now multiply the | coerce us into the war; each urging us to war 

roduct of that tax, by the number of years since | against its enemy. What was the proper and 
it was taken off, they would find it would have | manly reply to these aggressing nations? Here 
produced all the sums which have since been | isa proposition of accommodation to each of you ; 
called for by loans, provided no greater expendi- | if either accepts; we pledge ourselves to issue let- 
tures had been incurred by the Government than | ters of marque and-reprisal against the other, it 
have taken place. Besides the diminution of | refusing the accommodation. This was the very 
Treasury funds, it has had the most baneful in- | situation in which each wished to place us against 
fluence upon the. salt works which. had been | its enemy; and of course both would probably 
established under its protection, and which would, | have accepted tiie proposition; one or other cer- 
under the influence of the same protection, in a | tainly would; and if the acceptance of one before 
very short time, have rendered us independent of | the other would have produced a ‘state of hostili- 
foreign nations for the supply of this article of the | ties against the other, it would have been of very 
first necessity. He was not disposed, however, | shortcontinuance ; because neither of them would 


on these accounts, to distrust the splendid financial | 
talents of the honorable Secretary; although 
candor compelled him to acknowledge that he 
should feel more confidence in them, if it were 
not for the unwillingness evidently manifested 
by that gentleman himself, during the last three 
years, in affording their usefulness to the Gov- 
ernment, in times which imperiously demanded 
their full and prompt exertions. 

Mr. G. said the recession of the Treasury De- 
partment from the trying difficulties of the nation 
during that period, must be evident to every im- 
partial observer ; and he believed he was acquaint- 
ed with circumstances which amounted to a 
knowledge that all the measures which have dis- 
honored the nation during the same time, are, in 
a great degree, attributable to the indisposition of 
the late And present Administration to press on 
the Treasury Department, and to disturb the 
popularity and repose of the gentleman at the 
head of it. ‘That the inexecution of the emhargo 


is properly attributable to that cause, he had no | 


doubt; and notwithstanding all the clamor upon 
that subject, its inexecution produced its repeal. 
The Executive refused to incur the expense, and 
accept the means necessary for its effectual exe- 
cution; which, he believed, would have been 
readily and zealously granted by Congress upon 
the Executive request, at any moment. When 
we were driven from that measure by the inexe- 
cution of the law, this honorable body proposed a 
substitute, in his judgment infinitely better cal- 
culated to retrieve the honor and promote the in- 
terest of the nation, than the embargo itself. It 
was done too against the known and anxious 


find ‘any interest in a war against us, and each 
wished us to take a part in the war, not against 
itself, but against its enemy ; and perhaps the ac- 
commodation would not te the less durable for 
| having been sealed with blood. This measure 
| was not opposed upon its intrinsic merits nor de- 
merits, but it required to be backed with other 
measures of preparation and expense, and hence 
the real cause of its failure. The practical un- 
derstanding of the rejection of this measure, both 
at home and abroad, was submission to the bel- 
ligerent aggressions ; or, in other words, notwith- 
standing all our previous patriotic speeches and 
resolutions, we were determined not to resist by 
force. And what has been the result of this con- 
viction on the part of the belligerents, of submis- 
sion on our part? Great Britain. immediately 
| disavowed an arrangement made by Mr. Erskine, 
| under the influence of instructions given under 
| a contrary conviction, a conviction produced by 
| the measures of this body, and by a report made 
by a gentleman, then a member of the House of 
| Representatives, and whom he them saw with 
| pleasure on this floor, and a resolution adopted in 
consequence of that report. This resolution de- 
| clared our determination to resist the belligerent 
| aggressions, with only two dissentient votes. The 
| measures of this House, without any declaration, 
| were calculated to produce the same conviction. 
| In this state of things Mr. Erskine received his 
instructions, and a satisfactory arrangement with 
| Great Britain was the consequence; but the mo- 
ment Great Britain found we had receded from 
our own ground, and falsified our professions, she 
disavowed the arrangement, and now perseveres 
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im hostile inflexibility. How did France act upon 
being apprized of this improvident and fatal re- 
cession? Her Emperor immediately seized and 
confiscated all your property within his control ; 
and his Minister officially told us that he would 
have expected something more from a Jamaica 
Assembly! It is not to be presumed that Great 
Britain and France acted in concert upon this 
unfortunate occasion; and, therefore, the analo- 
gous conduct of each must be proof positive of 
the practical understanding and effect of our de- 
precated recession. It was a declaration. of sub- 
mission, as far as submission consists in refusing 
resistance by force. The Government seems 
now sensible of fhis fatal error, and is determined 
to retrieve it; but, he was sorry to observe, with 
measures as inefficient upon the principle of re- 
sistance by force, as were commercial restriction, 
in a substitution of that principle. And when 
we look for the causes of this deplorable ineffi- 
ciency, they resolve themselves, as. heretofore, 
into tenderness for the Treasury Department, &c. 

Mr. G. said, that whilst upon this most un- 
pleasant part of the subjecty he wished to be in- 
dulged in a few observations upon the state of 
our public debt; because this subject, in the hands 
of a skilful financier, had been the most efficient 
weapon for beating down all the meastres which 
he believed were best calculated to support the 
character and promote the interests of thie coun- 
try. Mr. G. said it had always given him pleas- 
ure to see that debt in a rapid state of reduction, 
and. he had at-all times given his aid to facilitate 
that object. 

We had, however, experienced the effects of a 
debt, of above $80,000,000, now reduced to perhaps 
$40,000,000, yet this difference of the amount of debt 
had never been felt by society. It had produced 
no sensible effect upon the common intercoursé 
amongst men in their pecuniary affairs. . He asked 
every gentleman to:reflect and recollect, whether, 
in his pecuniary arrangements, he ever took into 
his calculations the present, compared swith the 
former state of the public debt? For his part, he 
said, he should never have known of the reduc- 
tiow of the debt, but for the annual Treasury Re- 
port.. The reason why a debt of eighty millions 
of dollars is not felt in the United States, is, that 
the amount is so entirely within their ability. 
Now, sir, is it not infinitely better to restore the 
debt to its former amount,or more, when we 
know from experience how little influence it has 
on ‘society, and that influence will necessarily be 
diminished in proportion to our increase in wealth 
and’ population, than to surrender the smallest at- 
tribute of the national sovereignty ? 

Mr. G. said, before he concluded, he begged 
permission to observe, that particular individuals 
supposed they had an interest in imputing to him 
a wish to involve this nation in a war with Great 
Britain, and had accordingly reproached him with 
the most unworthy epithets. 
man present wished for peace, or deprecated war 
with Great Britain, more than himself. He said, 
he hoped he was not blind to his own interests, 
nor the interests of those inhabiting the same 
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scene of country with himself. It was imperious- 
ly their interest, not only to preserve peace with 
Great Britein, but a free commercial intercourse 
with her. Grain was the principal product for ex- 
portation in that part of the country ; Great Brit- 
ain was almost at all times in want of that arti- 
cle,and was at this moment giving very high 
prices for it. The country was generally in a 
very re aah condition, in consequence of this 
state of things, and it could not be desirable to 
change it. But henever could see the incompati- 
bility between the desire of preserving peace, and 
@ preparation fo meet unavoidable war. It ap- 
pears now to be almost universally agreed that if 
this course had been heretofore pursued, it would 
have insured peace ; and if war should now come, 
it would be in consequence of the fatal rejection 
of the proposed measures of preparation for war. 
Infact, there is no sounder maxim, than that a 
preparation for war was the surest means of pre- 
serving peace. If in this moment, in consulting 
| his own and the nation’s interest, in the preserva- 
tion of peace, he were called on to.decide merely 
in reference to that object, whether we should 
now raise thirty thousand men (his favorite num- 
| ber) or tem thousand, or no men at all, he would 
| certainly prefer the. thirty thousand. 


If you had thirty thousand men on the confines 
| of Canada, Great Britain would then believe you 
| wer@in earnest. She would know that after that 
force was raised, it must be applied to its objects, 
and she would of course begin to calculate its 
consequences. If she found that the inconveni- 
encies of opposing such a force, would not be com- 
pensated for by her hostile aggressions, she would 
probably abandon them. If she thought that by 
| the chances of war an obedient and friendly col- 
ony might be converted into-an.enemy’s coun- 
try, it would afford a great inducement to her to 
avoid the war. I[f she founda hostile population 
approaching Halifax, the inducement would be 
increased ; for that is the point nearest her heart ; 
aad she would risk much in its protection. It is 
important to hér, as a protection to her West In- 
dies, &c. Besides, the war would deprive her of 
her best commercial customer, &c., &c. These 
and similar considerations might induce her to 
prefer peace. Without presenting a epmpetent 
military foree, perfectly prepared and placed in 
a situation for action, none of these inducements 
for the preservation of peace will be presented to 
| the British Cabinet. But if, disregarding these 
considerations, she should prefer war, no gentle- 
man éan seriously conclude that.even thirty thou- 
| sand additional troops can be too many for the 
| purposes of war. 


Notre—Observe the chronological statement of the 
| following facts, and mark the obvious course of cause 








; and effect. 


Hovsr or Rerresenratives—Dec. 13, 1808. 
The question was taken on agreeing to the follow- 


sacrifice of their rights, honor and independence, sub- 
mit to the late edicts of Great Britain and France,” 
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- And resolved in the affirmative—yeas 118, nays 2, | Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Smith of Ten- 
- follows : nessee, Thruston, and Tiffin—21. 

- Yras—Messrs. Alexander, W. Alston, L. Alston, Ba- Naxrs—Messrs. Bayard, Crawford, Gilman, Good- 
‘con, Bard, Barker, Bassett, Blackledge, Blake, Blount, | rich, Hillhouse, Lloyd, Parker, Pickering, Reed, Sum- 


Boyd, Boyle, Brown, Burwell, Butler, Calhoun, G. W. | ter, Turner, and White—12. 
/ Campbell, Champion, eee ee ee vi House or Rerresentitives—Feb. 24, 1809. 
ae See 7; sar Pay ee "Chain, og | On the question, that the House do concur with the 
a 1 Gcod “ee Gray, Green, Harris. Heister, | Committee of the Whole in striking out of the eleventh 
a tl tehend Hebees eat Humphreys, lisley, | section of the above-mentioned bill the following 
.G Jackson, B. 8. Jackson, Jenkins, Johneon, Jones, | words: “and to cause to be issued, under suitable pledges 
‘Kelly inom Ke Kirkpatrick Lambert, Lewis, Lloyd, and precautions, letters of marque and reprisal against 
v7 er "M Pe Tliek ion Motiresr Milnor, D. | the nation thereafter continuing in force its unlawful 
em aoe N "R Share T': anode Tocutah Mor. | Cdicts against the commerce of the United States :” 
; a tae a he Sine Mosel ey Mumford WGllete Waws | It was resolved in the affirmative, as follows: Yeas 
Pere’ —. sins , Cite 74, nays 33: 
bold, Newton, Nicholas, Pitkin, Porter; Quincy, Ran- ag : 
dolph, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of ‘Tennessee, J. | eae forged pete See an Bar- 
Richards, M. Richards, Russell, Say, Seaver, Shaw, | ket» Bibb, ee ee — 
Sloan, Smelt, Smilie, J. K. Smith, J. Smith, Southard, Champion, Cook, Culpeper, Dana, G “— » Elliot, Ely, 
Stanford, Stedman’ Storer, Sturges, Taggart, Tall- Eppes, Findley, Franklin, Garnett, Gholson, Goodwyn, 
madge Taylor Thompson Trigg, Troup, Upham, Van Harris, Helms, Humphreys, Ilsley, R.S. Jackson, Jones, 
Allen Ven Horn, Van Repssclacs, Verplanck, Whar- Kelly, Kenan, Lambert, Lewis, _Livermore, Lloyd, 
ton, Whitehill Wilbour, Williams, A. Wilson, N. Wil- | 4¥9™ Macon, Mation, Masters, Milnor, John Morrow, 
. d Wi “ : . Moseley, Mumford, Newbold, Pugh, Quincy, Randolph, 
mics yee 1 ap a ne Riker, Rowan, Sloan, J. K. Smith, S. Smith, Southard, 
The report of the Giisiaitind dm Foreign Rela- Stanford, Stedman, Storer, Sturges, Swart, Taggart, 
tions, positively declared, that there were but three al- | her meted pe Ae n, ee 
ternatives left to the United States by the belligerents : hill Wilbo a Willi d Wile _. key 
embargo, submission, or war. "N , “Ma Bard, 8 - "Bovis B Cal 
Of course the resistance mentioned in the resolution, h . Ol eos De ’ "De ? Fe : Check! Hol. 
was intended te be resistance by force—not by com- land: H red , Teh oni McC 8 Jobn M > 
mercial restriction. Look forward at the infidelity Sautewy, Teivawing se Adeeats: teen: ieee, stahaen, 
manifested to the principle of this resolution ; and re- Nichol eo P , ’ : ’ ? 
5 ter, Rea of Pennsylvania, Rhea of Ten- 
flect upon its disastrous consequences. Attempts are | ~\'©20'#% — orer, ; : 
now industriously making to cast the publie odium | Bee J. Richards, tee a Seaver, 
upon those, who could not be driven from this wise, Smilie, John Smith, Taylor, Wilson, and Winn—33. 
manly and pledged policy. Do they deserveit? Why In Sexnate—Feb. 28,1809. 
are such attempts made ? The Senate proceeded to consider the amendments 
Ix Sexate—Feb. 20, 1809. of the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled 


“An act to interdict the commereial intercourse be- 
The bill “ to interdict the commercial intercourse be- : dys 
3 “ate: tween the United States and Great Britain and France 
tween the United States and Great. Britain and France, ‘ A 


Sthee d dénci df h a and their dependencies, and for other purposes.” 
and their dependencies, and for other eee ree On the question to agree to the amendment of the 
read the second time, and considered.as in Committee 


: l ion, foll : Strik t : 
of the Whole, and the President reported the bill to the — a be tential: dine eens i: Meteor 
House amended. : 


, : ‘ precautions, letters of marque and reprisal against the 
On motion by Mr. Ree», to strike out of the 11th | pation thereafter continuing in force its unlawful edicts 
section, the following words: “ And to cause to be is- 


. : against the commerce of the United States :” 
sued, under suitable pledges and precautions, letters It was determined in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 
of marque and reprisal against the nation thereafter 


oe ; ; ; : 11, as follows: 
continuing in force its unlawful edicts against the Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bradley, Condit, 
commerce of the United States:” 


: : . Franklin, Gregg, Howland, Kitchell, Mathewson, 
It was determined ‘in the negative—yeas 11, nays | Meigs, Mitchill, Patker, Pope, Reed, Sumter, Tiffin, 
14, as follows: ; * and White. 
_ Yras—Messrs. Condit, Franklin, Gilman, Good-|  Ny4¥<-—Messrs. Gaillard, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, 
rich, Hillhouse, Lloyd, Mathewson, Parker, Pickering, | pi}house, Leib, Lloyd, Milledge, Moore,’ Pickering, 
Reed, and Sumter—11. . . Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Smith of 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Crawford, Gaillard, Giles, | Tennessee, and Turner. 

Gregg, Howland, Milledge, Moore, Robinson, Smith of | “ Mr, Erskine’s instructions were given on the 23d of 
Maryland, Smith of New York, Smith of Tennessee, January, 1809, and his arrangement proclaimed by the 
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and Turner—14. President of the United States on the 19th of April, 
February 22. 1809. This arrangement was disavowed by the Brit- 

Y : inter- | 8h Government on the 24th of May, 1809. 
ons Gad Nays-on. the pestege of the bill to inter The French Rambouillet decree took place on the 


dict the commercial intercourse between the United 23d March. 1810 
States and Great Britain and France, and their de- | ~’¢ ™°™ , 
When Mr. Gites had concluded, Mr. Anper- 


pendencies, and for other purposes : 
Yras—Messrs, Anderson, Condit, Franklin, Gail- | son rose‘and addressed the Senate as follows: 


lard, Giles, Gregg, Howland, Kitchell, Leib, Mathew- Mr. ANDERSON said, he was nota little surprised 
son, Meigs, Milledge, Mitchill, Moore, Pope, Robinson, ! to hear the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GiLes) 
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say, that he was unprepared to oppose a very un- 
= ected motion, ool oo, Mr. AL had swesient 
before, whilst the bill was under consideration, 
suggested his intention, in his place, to make the 
motion he had now made; upon which the honor- 
able member expressed a wish to postpone the con- 
sideration of the question, and immediately moved 
the postponement of the bill, which was not op- 
posed, and of course prevailed. Mr, A. said, that 
the motion was not, therefore, made without due 
notice, and, he would add, without due consider- 
ation. He had consulted with a number of the 
members of this-honorable body, for whose judg- 
ment and opinions he had great'respect, and with 
whose approbation, and he might indeed add, at 
whose instance, the motion had been made. He 
was, however, himself ready and willing to meet 
all the responsibility that might attach to it ; not- 
withstanding the surprise of the honorable mem- 
ber as to the quarter from which it had come. 

Mr. A. said, he should not pretend to reply to 
all. the various observations the, gentlémian had 
thought proper to make, very many of which he 
considered altogether irrelevant to the question 
under consideration, but which: might, perhaps, 
answer some other purpose, which the honorable 
member might have in view. 

Mr. A. said, he was as strongly impressed with 
the necessity of a sufficient force, for the inva- 
sion of Canada, as the gentleman from Virginia 
could possibly be, and not a single expression had 
escaped him to induce a belief that he’should be 
unwilling to vote a proper and ample force for 
that service; but he differed greatly with the 
gentleman as to the kind of force we ought im- 
mediately to employ. The honorable member 
appeared to place his sole dependence upon the 
regular troops; and yet, if he understood his ar- 
gument, he was decidedly in favor of making a 
descent upon Canada early in the Spring. As 
to the time, Mr. A. agreed with him; but as to 
the means, he certainly differed very greatly from 
him. , The number of regulars contemplated by 
the gentleman could not possibly be raised within 
the time; he was therefore of opinion; that a less 
number ought to be inserted in the bill. It should 
be recollected that we had very recently author- 
ized the regiments on the Peace Hstablishment to 
be filled ; they would require at least 6,000 men; 
add thereto 25,000 more, the number proposed by 
the honorable member, and he ‘would ask him 
to answer candidly, whether he really believed 
that so great a number of regular troops could be 
enlisted within the time required for the service 
to be performed. Mr. A. said, impressed, as he 
was, with a firm belief that not more than half 
the number proposed by the honorable member 
could be enlisted within the time they must take 
the field in order to act efficiently against Cana- 
da, he could not see the propriety of retaining the 
whole number contemplated by the bill. Mr. A. 
said, it must be well known to every gentleman, 
that the invasion of Canada must necessarily 
take place before the breaking up of the ice in 
the river St. Lawrence ; otherwise, twice 25,000 
would be required—because large reinforcements, 
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as soon as an opportunity presented, would mos: 


‘certainly be thrown into that country. Mr. A. 


said, upon a fair view of the whole subject, as it 
presented itself to him, he was decidedly of opin- 
ion that the number of yegular troops to be raised 
by that bill ought not to exceed 16,000; and he 
had no hesitation in saying, that in his opinion, 


as efficient a force would be raised under such a 


rovision within the time limited for taking the 
field, as would be raised were the present num- 
ber in the bill retained—and in the former case, 
we should prove to our enemies, that we were 
able te raise such'a number of regular troops as 


might be wanted upona sudden emergency; but | 


in the latter, we should not be able to make the 
same exhibit. What then would be the conse- 
quence ? You. would givea most mortifying 
proof that your means were not commensurate 
to your ends; that your plan had been badly di- 
gested, and worse executed. And surely the 
gentlemen can have no desire to present such 
a state of things, at the very moment when all 
the energies of the nation seem to be required. 
Mr. A. said, to avoid this extraordinary exhibit 
was also one of his objects; and this, in his 
opinion, could be done by taking the course he 
had contemplated ; reduce the number of regu- 
lars, and supply the deficiency by volunteers. 
This, he firmly believed, was in our power. 
Combine the two corps; take nearly an equal 
number of each ; and the object intended could 
be effected. Mr. A, said, he was convinced 
that it was the mode the President had contem- 
plated, and he entirely approved it; and if the 
losectle member had attended to another part of 
the President’s Message where it speaks of volun- 
teers, he must himself have been convinced, that 
the President did not mean to make the descent 
upon Canada with the 10,000 regulars only ; which 
had been understood, as the gentleman had stated, 
to be the auxiliary force referred to in. the Mes- 
sage. The object of the President cannot be bet- 
ter explained than by referring to the Message 
itself. He says—“I recommend, accordingly, 
‘that adequate provision be made for filling the 
* ranks and prolonging the enlistments of the regu- 
‘ lar troops; for an auxiliary force, to be engaged for 
‘a more limited time ; for the acceptance of vol- 
‘ unteer corps, whose: patriotic ardar may courta 
‘ partiespetion in urgent services.” The manner 
in which the President speaks of the volunteers, 
can leave no doubt upon the mind of any one as 
to the service in which they were to be em- 
ployed—they are evidently intended to be united 
with the regular troops, to perform urgent ser- 
vices, according to the express language of the 
Message. Mr. A. would ask the honorable mem- 
ber, what was the urgent service meant by the 
President? Most certainly,a descent upon Can- 
ada, in which the regulars and volunteers were 
equally to participate. Why then, the honor- 
able member had taken so much pains to prove 
that the 10,000 regulars were the only military 
force with which the President had intended to 
erform the urgent service referred to in his 

essage, Mr. A. was ata loss to comprehend ; 
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for he understood the Message and the object of 
it very differently ; and he should have expected 
that the candor of the honorable member would 
have induced him to have given the Message a 
fair interpretation. That he had not done so, 
must be supposed to proceed from this recent but 
very strong attachment to a, regular military force. 
However anti-republican this doctrine had form- 
erly been, it‘seemed now to be viewed through a 
different medium by the honorable member from 
Virginia. Mr. A. said, that having, as he thought, 
roved, by a fair interpretation of the President’s 

essage, that he intended to unite the volunteers 
(that might be thought requisite) with the regu- 
lar troops, to perform the urgent services of which 
he speaks, he would endeavor to present a fair 
and impartial view of the course recommended 
by the President, and compare it with the course 
which had been taken and so strenuously sup- 

rted by the honorable member from Virginia. 

he President had recommended the raising of 
volunteers ; and it was incidentally made known, 
that the auxiliary force spoken of, was 10,000 
regular troops. If then provision had been im- 
mediately made by the law for'raising 10,000 reg- 
ular troops, and also for raising volunteers, those 
troops now would be in a state of preparation ; 
a considerable number of the regular troops would 
ere now have been enlisted, and the chance of 
getting the whole number greatly increased. If 
time had been afforded, as it ought to have been, 
the laws passed within two or three weeks after 
Congress met, which might have been done, a suf- 
ficient regular force would, io all probability, have 
been in a state of readiness in all the month of 
April; and the number of volunteers which 
might have been required to make up the neces- 
sary force, would no doubt long since hove offered 
their services, and the whole have been ina state 
of preparation to take the field in time to have 
performed the arduous service contemplated by 
the President. But, instead of that course having 
been pursued, what has been done? ‘Your first 
military billy reported only a few days ago, is 
now under consideration; the session now al- 
most half expired; and, at this late period, the 
honorable member, to whom, as chairman of the 
committee, &c., the whole management of the 
military business was referred, insists upon rais- 
ing 25,000 regular troops, whose duty it shall be 
to make a descent. upon Canada, in.all the month 
of May. Can the gentleman be serious? Does 
he believe ‘it practicable? If he does, Mr. A. 
said, he should be obliged to believe, that the 
honorable member was in earfest some days ago, 
when he assured: the Senate that he knew very 
little of military affairs. Mr. A. said, from the 
proofs we have repeatedly had, of the difficulty 
of obtaining men by enlistment for so longa time 
as five years, and the want in our country of those 
kinds of materials of which regular troops are 


made, he didnot believe that one-half the num- 


ber proposed to be raised by the bill could be en- 
listed within the time required. Mr. A. said, al- 


though he was not as much in the habit of 


prophesying as the honorable member, he would, 
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under all circumstances, adventure to predict, that 
the scheme of now raising twenty-five thousand 

regular ; troops, to. perform the arduous service 

contemplated in the President’s Message, would 

entirely fail, and that the course pointed out by 

the President must at last be adopted; that is, to 

unite volunteers with regular troops. 

Mr. A. said he trusted that the honorable mem- 
ber and himself had in view the same object, but 
differed as to the means of carrying it into effect. 
The means proposed by the honorable member 
were regular troops only. If then the bill should 
pass to raise 25,000, entire dependence would, 
in all probability, be placed upon the regular 
troops, ordered to be raised ; the consequence, as 
he had before said, would be, that the whole ob- 
ject must fail. He was, therefore, for taking the 
regular troops that could be raised in time, and 
supplying the additional number of men, which 
might be wanted, by volunteers—fifteen or twenty 
thousand of whom could, he had no doubt, be 
brought into the field, before ten thousand of the 
regular troops, contemplated by the bill, could be 
enlisted. By this mode (notwithstanding so much 
time had been lost) an efficient army might be 
yet provided in time to carry into eflect the ob- 
jects of the Government, which, Mr. A. said, he 
did nut believe could or would, be done, if depen- 
dence were placed upon the regular troops. Not- 
withstanding the little confidence which the hon- 
orable member seems disposed to place in the vol- 
uoteers, Mr. A. said, he had no hesitation in giv- 
ing it, as his most decided opinion, that at least 
as much dependence might be placed upon the 
volunteers, as upon the newly raised regular 
troops. The volunteers would have the same 
chance of discipline that the new regulars would 
have. A sufficient number of those who offered 
their services might be called into the field, as 
early as the season would admit, and placed un- 
der strict discipline: to which for their own hon- 
or they would readily submit—nay, require, if 
left to their own choice; for the first object they 
would have in view would be to acquire military 
skill; and they would not only be.very soon pre- 
pared to perform field duty, but might entirely be 
depended upon for-any other service. Witness 
the prowess of the volunteers at the battle of the 
Wabash, and these had not been disciplined at 
all. Mr. A. said, he expected the honorable mem- 
ber would admit, that the materials of which the 
volunteers would be composed, would be at least 
equal to those of which the regular troops would 
be formed ; and the officers of the volunteer corps 
being appointed by the President, would, he had 
no doubt, faithfully perform their duty. Those, 
said Mr. A., are completely in our power ; and he 
considered it our best policy, as well as our duty, 
to bring them into action. Mr. A. said in addi- 
tion to the efficiency of the means which he pro- 
posed to bring into the field, it would have 
one ‘very considerable advantage over the regular 
army of the honorable member. It would be more 
conformable to the true principles of the Consti- 
tution, and would consequently be more accepta- 
ble to the nation. The confidence with which he 








59 


Senare. 








—— — = = a OE 


-had spoken of volunteers, was not founded upon 
visionary theory, but practical experience; he had 
often, in the Revolution, had opportunity to wit- 
ness their military ardor and persevering firmness; 
on two occasions in particular, the one at Con- 
necticut Farms, the other at Springfield, in the 
Spring of 1780. The enemy had advanced, in 
force about two thousand, to a place called Con- 
necticut Farms, about four miles from Elizabeth- 
town, in New Jersey. The only troops that, were 
within striking distance to oppose this force. was 
the brigade of Jersey Regulars, containing then 
about a thousand men; many volunteers, how- 
ever, flocked to-their standard—the enemy. were 
met by this foree—a battle ensued—the American 
army had the advantage of the ground; but the 
right wing of the enemy extended so far, that if 
not suddenly checked, it would have enabled them 
to have flanked our left. It was necessary to pre- | 
vent it—services of this kind must’ be promptly 
rendered; four hundred regulars and two hundred’ 
volunteers were ordered to execute it; no more 
could. be spared from the line. A good position 
alone could have justified the attempt, with the 
disparity of numbers. It was first made by man- 
ceuvre, but it wassoon found it could only be done 
with the bayonet. A determined charge was 
made, and it was successful ; the enemy were re- 
pulsed ; the volunteers were upon the left; nota 
man broke his ranks, Some brave fellows fell, 
but their places were immediately filled ; all be- 
haved with the firmness of veterans. The next day, | 
those troops had the thanks of-General Wasu- 
INGTON in general orders. The volunteers had 
only joined the regulars a few days before the ac- 
tion. In about two.weeks after, the enemy ad- 
vanced in greater force—about five thousand—the 
troops who had been in the former. action had 
kept their position where the battle had been 
fought; it was advantageous for an inferior force ; 
it was a defile, covered for some distance on the 
right by a morass ; on the left it was not well pro- 
tected. Against this position, the enemy again 
advanced ; and, by their increased numbers, they 
were enabled to extend their right wing so far as 
completely to turn our left. We were obliged to 
retreat; but not without having kept the enemy 
a considerable time in check. You know, Mr. 
President, there is no situation so trying to the 
bravery and firmness of troops, as a retreat (for 
even you, sir, 1 believe, had to retreat sometimes.) 
The volunteers, upon this occasion, behaved like 
themselves; a sullen, indignant step, marked 
their movements; and from the mouths of their 
uns they, spoke-to the enemy the language of de- 
ance; the enemy did not advance one mile, be- 
fore a fortunate position, supported by determined 
bravery, enabled the united force of ‘the regulars 
and volunteers to arrest their progress for the re- 
mainder of the day. This day’s action began with 
the dawn of the morning, and continued until the 
setting of the sun, when the enemy fell back to 
take a secure position against the expected at- 
tacks. of the night. During the whole of this 
day’s action, the volunteers kept the stations as- 
signed them, which they sustained with as much 
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firmness as the regular troops. Many of them 
were killed and wounded. Among the number, 
were said to be seven of one family connexion, 
brothers, brothers-in-law, and cousins; several of 
whom he had himself seen after the action, 
Scenes like this, Mr. President, (said Mr. A.,) of 
which he had been an eye-witness, and in which 
he claimed some participation, had given him that 
eonfidence in volunteers, which he had evinced 
to the Senate in the course of his observations, 
and whieh, he said, should never cease but with 
his existence. They are, sir, the best military 
materials in your country—they are the flower of 
your forests ; they ought not to be throwa into 
the back-ground, the better to enable.the honor- 
able member from Virginia to present his regu- 
lars:in front. 

Mr. Anperson said, I have stated, Mr. Presi- 
dent, perhaps with some warmth, the grounds 
upon which my confidence ia volunteers has been 
founded ; and be it remembered, said Mr. A., that 
they were militia volunteers. He said, he ought 


to have stated, that the enemy they had encoun- | 


tered, was composed of regulars and Hessians— 


the ‘whole under the command of the Hessian | 
General Knyphausen. Mr. A. said the volunteers | 


he now proposed raising he would have engaged 
for nine or twelve months, from the time of their 
reaching the place of general rendezvous. They 
should be engaged by officers to be appointed by 
the President, under such regulations (of course) 
as might be provided .by law; but which could 
not now be well detailed. 

Mr. A. said; he should now offer some observa- 
tions upon the number of troops that ought to be 
employed. He said that the invasion of Canada 
was not now contemplated ‘for the first time—it 
had often been a subject of conversation, when- 
ever there had been any. prospect of a war with 
England. It has been considered as the most con- 
venient means upon which we could make repri- 
sal, and thereby obtain some small reparation for 
the many lossés and injuries, which have been 
sustained from the depredations committed upon 
the honor and interests of the nation. Mr. A. 
said, that upon different occasions, he had always 
given it as his opinion, that a deseent upon Canu- 
daought never to be attempted with a force of 
less than twenty-five thousand men; that such a 
foree would make. an awful impression—and 
would, in all probability, save: many valuable 


lives ; as no opposing force, in the usual state of | 


the country, would be able to meet it in the field. 
Mr. A. said, he repeated, that no expression had 
escaped him, eithe? in public debate or in private 
conversation, to justify the insinuations made by 
the gentleman, that he was unwilling to vote a 
sufficient force for the invasion of Canada. On 
the contrary, he believed that no man who had 
seen active military service, and who had any 
knowledge of the situation and state of that coun- 
try, would say that it would be pradent or safe, 
to make a descent upon Canada, with a-force of 
less‘than twenty-five thousand men; peculiar 
circumstances might, however, render it necessa- 
ry,to attempt with a smaller number, and depend 
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upon immediate supplies being furnished, to sus- | and interests of the whole Western section of the 
tain the ground that might be acquired. Mr. A.| Union. What, Mr. President, would any one of 
said, the honorable member had intimated that | the old States say, at thus being thrown out of the 
he had not taken into consideration the peculiar | protection of the Union? Nay, what would be 
situation of the United States in relation to the | the impulse of the nation were the President ca- 
Floridas, and the other parts of the Southern and | pable of declaring, that in the event of a war with 
Western frontiers. He said he was.much indebted | an enemy, no matter whom, he would leave either 
to the honorable member, for evincing so much | Philadelphia, New York, or Boston, without of- 
interest for those sections of the Union; but, Mr. | fering any defence, to be taken possession of by 
A. said, he considered those already provided for, | the army of the enemy, and leave it to the citi- 
by the provision made to fill up the regiments on | zens of the State whose town should be thus oc- 
the establishment, which, when complete, would | cupied, to retake it themselves? Sir, the indig- 
amount totem thousand men; this number will | nation of those people, and of the nation, would 
be quite competent to all the objects suggested by | riseto such aheight, that whatever respect, esteem, 
the honorable member, and it had not been con- | or veneration they may have had for him, all 
templated, that he had heard, to remove any: of | would be instantly swept from their bosoms, and 
these troops from the South or West; consequently | he would be hurled from their confidence forever. 
the situation of those parts of the Union can have | But, said Mr. A., the well-earned fame of our late 
no relation to. the number of men to be raised by | illustrious Chief, is his shield and his buckler, as 
the bill under’ consideration. These troops are | well upon this, as it has been upon many other 
understood to be exclusively forthe Northern sec- | oceasions ; and aa elucidation of facts will test 
tion—and with that express view they are to be | the correctness of the assertion made by the hon- 
raised. .Mr. A. said, before he quitted the subject | orable memberfrom Virginia. If, Mr. President, 
of the Southern and Western. frontier, he felt him- | there’was any one part of the United States dearer 
self constrained to take notice of some very extra- | to the late President than any other, in a national 
ordinary language, used by the honorable mem- | point of view, Mr. A. said, he should’ naturally 
ber in relation to the intentions of the late and | suppose it was New Orleans. It was, as it were, 
present Presidents, respecting the city of Orleans, | his own begotten child; he had nursed it in its 
in the event of a war with England. It was ex-| infancy, and had almost reared it to manhood. 
tremely painful to doubt the correctness of any | Sir, he could never forsake it; much less could 
gentleman’s statement; but this was of so very | he voluntarily surrender it, to be sacked and plun- 
extraordinary a character, that in duty to the sec- | dered, as it most certainly would be, by a mercen- 
tion of the cotntry,he represented, and from the | ary foe. Iwill now, Mr. President, examine some 
respect due to those distinguished characters, Mr. | facts, said Mr. A., which have a strong bearing 
A. said he considered himself bound to take no- | upon the assertion made by the honorable mem- 
tice, in a’ particular manner, of the assertions | ber from Virginia. It would be recollected by 
made by the honorable member trom Virginia. | ev ry honorable member upon this floor, that some 
Mr. A. said, the words had very much surprised | few years ago, when it was understood that Gen- 
him when he heard them uttered; and he had | eral Prevost, with a body ef troops, had sailed 
immediately written them down. from Halifax, with intent, as it was expected, for 

The honorable member has said, that he did | the mouth of the Mississippi, the then President 
know, that in the event of a war it was the inten- | apprehended the movement might possibly be to 
tion of the late President to let the English take | possess Orleans. What was the conduct of the 
Orleans without opposition, and leave it to the | President upon that occasion? Did he leave it 
Western people to retake it themselves; and he | defenceless for the enemy to take? -No, sir; he 
did believe that it was the intention of the present | immediately gave orders forall the troops that 
Administration to act inthe same way. [Mr. | could be collected within almost any reasonable 
GiLes attempted to explain; but Mr. A. insisted | distance, to march immediately for the protection 
that the words, as he had taken them down, were of the place; and those that were near the sea- 
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correct, for which he appealed to the House. Mr. | board were instantly transported by water; and 
G. desisted from making any further attempt at | every exertion was made to throw a sufficient 
explanation, and Mr. A. proceeded.] If, sir, said | force into Orleans and its vicinity, to afford it the 
Mr. A., I could believe the late President of the | most ample protection. This, sir, happened 
United States capable of such an act; capable of | shortly before the President went out of office ; 
so deliberate an infringement of the letter and | and no other occasion presented itself of evincing 
spirit of the Constitution, and all the moral and | his good disposition towards that portion of the 
political obligations by which he was bound to his | Union, until he was succeeded by the present 
country and to his duty, I should not hesitate to | Chief Magistrate, who has also been measurably 
say, that all his well-earned fame ought to be for- | implicated in the same charge, by the honorable 
ever merged in such an ‘atrocious contemplated | member; but of this he has only expressed his 
act. But, said Mr. A., knowing, as I do, the mo- | belief; he has not, however, told us upon what 
tives and views by which the late President had | that belief is founded. Inasmuch then, Mr. Pre- 
been uniformly.actuated with respect to the whole | sident, as the charge exists only in the belief of 
Western country, I have very solid reason to be- the honorable member, it is fair to presume pu- 
lieve he never contemplated, nor was he capable | rity of intention’ on the part of the Executive 
of committing so daring an outrage on the rights | until the contrary shall appear; and this, Mr. A 
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pear. The uniform tenor of the President's mor- 
al and political rectitude, were ample vouchers 
for the correctness of his motives, and the purity 
of his intentions. Mr. A. said, so far as we have 
had an opportunity of judging of the disposition 
of the present Chief Magistrate, in relation to the 
protection of Orleans, we had not the smallest 
reason to doubt the purity of his intentions; and 
he had entire confidence. should an occasion pre- 
sent, that the President would faithfully, ably, and 
impartially discharge the duties he owed to every 
part of the Union. 

Mr. A. said the observations of the honorable 
member, respecting the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, the financial department, and the Adminis- 
tration us connected with it, required and should 
receive an answer. Mr. A. said he considered 
himself peculiarly bound to support the Secrétary, 
as he had been the innocent cause, by introducing 
him into the debate, in the course of the observa- 
tions he had made, in supportyof his. motion, and 
thereby bringing upon him the animadversions, 
which the honorable member had taken occasion 
to make. His attack upon the Secretary is of a 
o— kind ; he does not impeach a single offi- 
cial act of that officer, but throws out vague in- 
sinuations, in so untangible a sbape as almost to 
defy an inquiry into their truth, The official 
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said, he felt entirely confident never would ap- | with the great deficit which he seems so anxious 
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to charge to the eae The Secretary was 
opposed to the repeal of the salt tax, from his 
opinion of the correctness of it. The honorable 
member was also opposed to it, for the same rea- 
son; but from complaisance, he himself tells us, 
he voted for the repeal. He then, and not the 
Secretary, is answerable to the Treasury for the 
great loss sustained by the repeal of that tax; for 
he bas told us, that its repeal depended upon his 
single vote; and that that vote he gave from com- 
plaisance, not from.a conviction of its correctness, 
| The honorable member charges the Treasury 
| Department with a recession from the difficulties 
of the nation during the last three years, and with 
the unwillingness of the Secretary to afford the 
usefulness of his talents toGovernment. Mr. A. 
said he could not well understand the meaning of 
this charge, as the honorable member acknowl- 
edges that Government had not called on the Sec- 
retary for greater exertions. Mr. A. said he would 
ask the honorable member—in what do that re- 
cession and unwillingness consist? Have notall 
the duties of the office been performed? Has the 
Secretary ever shrank fromresponsibility uponany 
occasion, or declined answering to the fullest ex- 
tent any of the calls made upon him by Congress, 
either for information or opinion? Has he not 
carried the financial bark safely to this moment, 





acts of a public officer are always free subjects of | notwithstanding. the difficulties of the times? 


investigation and discussion ; but, does it comport 
with the dignity of a member of this body, to as- 
perse without proof, not his acts, but his supposed 
epinions? The honorable member presumes the 
Secretary gave his assent to the repeal of the salt 
tax—upon what authority does he found his opin- 
ion of the Secretary ? No proof can be given of 
it. Mr. A. said, he had always understood that 
the Secretary was opposed to the repeal of that 
tax. His numerous reports prove the fact; in all 
of which, if they are examined, it will be found 
that he considered that duty as one of the bran- 
ches of revenue upon which he relied. But 
there would be no criminality, if we Were to sup- 
pose that the Secretary had joined in the general 
opinion and given his assent to the repeal. as well 
as the honorable member has done; the fact, how- 
ever, Mr. A. averred to be otherwise. That offi- 


cer must be supposed more alive to everything | 


connected- with the Treasury, than other mem- 
bers of the Government. So far had the Secre- 
tary carried this feeling toward the Treasury, that 
he was not only opposed tothe repeal of the salt 
tax, but Mr. A. had always understood that;he 
was opposed to the repeal of the internal taxes at 
the time they took place; with a view no doubt 


Have not all the public engagements been fulfilled ; 
, all the increased expenses been defrayed; not- 
withstanding the decrease of revenue, occasioned 
by the state of our foreign relations? What is 
then meant by recession? Does the honorable 
member mean to say, that it was the duty of the 
Secretary to point out new branches of revenue ; 
while those already existing were sufficient to 
defray the expense authorized by law? At this 
moment, while we are acting on the subject of the 
Army, which will (greatly) more than double the 
public expeases, the honorable member does not 
deign to inquire into the ways and means. He 
scouts the very idea, and finds great fault with 
him (Mr. A.) because he presumed to make some 
inquiry into the present state of the National Trea- 
sury. Whether we now vote six or ten regiments 
of infantry, with the addition of those of artillery 
_and horse, the expense will be great ; but we think 
it necessary some additional troops shall be raised, 
and will vote accordingly. After they shall have 
been authorized, and not before, the Cusneees De- 
partment may be called upon, to point out the re- 
sources and present them to our consideration. 
| The honorable member, not satisfied with his 
| vague charge of what he calls a recession of the 
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not only to be able to meet all the demands that | Treasury Department, extends the charge, in a 
could be legally made upon the Treasury, but to | most extraordinary manner, to the late.and pres- 
procure a surplus to meet any contingercy that | ent Administrations. To their indisposition to 
the peculiar state of our foreign relations might | press on the Treasury, and.to disturb the repose 
demand. How then the honorable member can 





charge the Secretary with the deficiency which 
the salt tax would have prevented, according to 
the gentleman’s calculation; Mr. A. said he was 
ata losstoknow. The honorable member ought 
more properly to charge his own complaisance 


_and popularity of the Secretary of the Treasury, 


the honorable member ascribes the measures, 
which, in his opinion, had dishonored the nation 
the last three years. Can this be correct, Mr. 
President? Can this House believe that the late 
and present Administrations would be capable of 
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_ Whether the Treasury has ten or twenty miilions 
to collect from the people, and to pay to the other 
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acting upon such principles? The honorable dent, and with their result now before us; he had, 


> member has roundly asserted that the late Pres- | however, specified two cases under the former 
) ident, that Mr. eff 


erson, whenever he was op- | Administration—a refusal to incur the expense 
posed to what he deemed unnecessary expense, | necessary to carry the embargo into effect, and a 
instead of being actuated by his known aversion | rejection by the House of Representatives of a pro- 
to saddle such an expense on the people, instead | position to authorize contingent letters of marque 
of being, as he had expressed it, averse to taking | and reprisal. Mr. A. said, he had always un- 
from the mouth of labor its hard earnings, had no | derstood, that the Exeeutive had used with great 


| 


other motive, bat a fear to disturb the repose and | assiduity every means which had been placed in 
opularity of the Secretary of the Treasury ! But, | his hands by Congress, to carry into effect the 
r. President, what is the Treasury, abstractedly | several embargo laws; that the laws were as well 
speaking? and what does the honorable member | executed as any restrictive laws, of so pressing a 
mean, by a fear to press on the Treasury? The | character, could have been upon so extensive a 
officers of the Treasury are mere agents toreceive | coast,and more so than the restrictive laws of 
Great Britain and France had ever been, with all 
their navies and their numerous armies; and that 
it was not because this law was not well executed 
that it was repealed, but in consequence of ano- 
ther consideration, well known to the honoraBle 
member himself, who can give as accurate a his- 
tory of the repeal of that law as any honorable 
agents of Government, the repose of the Secreta- | member of either House. Mr. A. said, with re- 
ry is not in the least disturbed, When, during | spect to the failure, on the part of the House of 
the Revolutionary war, Congress was obliged to Representatives, to adopt contingent letters of 


here is never any real pressure on the 

reasury. If thére be at any timea pressure for 
the purpose of defraying any expense, it is a pres- 
sure on the people, who must pay. the money. 


call on the people for heavy taxes, or unable to | marque and reprisal, he could not see how that 
_ redeem our paper money, the pressure fell on the could with any propriety be attributed to the late 


people, who had-the taxes to pay and in whose President. He did not indeed, by an_ official 


/ hands the paper money died away. When, not- | message, recommend such a measure; and the 


withstanding these inadequate resources, we were | correctness of such acourse might well be doubted, 


unable to defray the most necessary expenses, the | upon Constitutional grounds. But, Mr. A. said he 
eet onwhom? .On our empty Treasury? | weil knew that the President was anxious for a 


were scantily fed, hardly clothed, and not paid at 


_of their country, and identified themselves with | 


o sir—it fell on the Army—on the defenders of | provision of that kind, as a substitute for the em- 
bargo; whether in the precise phraseology of the 
provision the House rejected, Mr. A. could not 
all,and whose earnings, at last, fell into the hands | say; but knowing, as he did, that the President 
of speculating harpies. But, sir, what effect had was desirous of a strong substitute, he was sorry 
this state of things upon the personal repose of | that the honorable member had attempted to at- 
your then Commissioners of the Treasury? Not! tribute to him the failure of so important a mea- 
the least, except so far as they felt for the distresses | sure, for which he was in no way responsible. 


your country—on those war-worn veterans, who 





_ its fate; and it is only in this point of view, said | Wepnespay, December 18. 


_ Mr. A., that the repose of a Secretary of your | 
_ Treasury can be disturbed on similar Occasions. 
| That substitution of the Treasury—of the chest 
_ into which the taxes are paid—to the people them: | 


_ of which the honorable member is sofond. Itis, | 


The bill extending the time of certain patents 
' granted to Robert Fulton, was read the second 
| time. 

selves who pay them, is one of those equivoques | ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE, 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the 
however, an artifice too thinly veiled, to deceive | bill to raise, for a limited time, an additional mil- 
the Senate, or mislead our constituents. Mr. A. | itary force; and\the motion made by Mr, ANDER- 
said, the course taken by the honorable. member | 80N, to strike out the word “ten,” section one, 
had been‘so devious, that it had been hard to fol- | line three. 


_ low him, and-indeed sometimes to understand his, Mr. Camppeut of Tennessee rose, and, in sub- 


agin 


more. The honorable member had said, that to 


meaning correctly. stance, made the following observations. Hesaid 

Mr. A. said; he could not, nor did he intend, | he would submit to the Senate some of the rea- 
when he rose, to answer all the observations of | sons which would govern his vote on this ques- 
the honorable member—he had selected the most | tion, and then he would notice. such of the re- 
prominent, and should answer only one or two | marks made by the honorable gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Gives) as appeared to him to re- 
t late to the grounds on which he acted. It would 
istration to incur expense, he attributes the present | seem, said Mr. C., from what has passed on this 
situation of our country. Although he has made | subject, that little or no difference of opinion ex- 
this charge against the Administration, he has | ists, especially among gentlemen on the Repub- 
not specified any case in which the present Ad- | lican side, with regard to the objects to be effected 
ministration had refused to incur expense. Mr. | by the troops proposed to be raised. All appear to 
A. supposed it would have been rather too bold a | admit the time has arrived in which you ought to, 
eharge, after the measures adopted by the Presi- land must act; the crisis requires it; and nothing 
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the unwillingness of the late and present Admin- 
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short of a speedy and honorable accommodation | 
of existing differences, securing your rights, or 
open war, in which you may avenge your wrongs, | 
will meet public expectation. To produce one or 
the other, of these results, and be fully prepared 
for either alternative, was his object; and he | 
would vote for such a force as appeared to him 
best calculated for that purpose. If all are seri- 
‘ous, said Mr. C., as TI trust they are, in’ the pro- 
féssions made on ‘this subject, the only difference 
of opinion appears to be in regard to the number 
and kind of troops necessary to effect the objects 
in view.. Our decision on this point must be 
governed. by the information we ‘possess. The 
amount. as well as the description of the forces 
to be raised, ought, in a great degree, to be pro- 
portioned to and regulated by the impression in- 
tended to be made on your expected enemy, and 
the probable force to be resisted or subdued. The | 
urpose for which these troops are raised, and the 
immediate use to be made of them, appear now 
to be made no secret. The honorable gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Gites) told you this force of 
twenty-five thousand troops, proposed to be raised 
by this bill, ought to be considered the Army of 
the North, and are intended to take and occupy 
Canada, &c. If it be intended, ‘said Mr. C., to 
occupy this country, of which, at present, there 
appears no ground to doubt, it ought to be done 
with the least possible delay; and in a time much 
shorter than would be required to raise so large 
a regular foree. This number, with the present 
establishment of ten thousand men, make an ag- 
gregate amount of thirty-five thousand. Of these 
you have in service little more than five thousand. 
Of course, near thirty thousand are yet to be en- 
listed. -T’o raise and discipline this number, or 
the half of it, would consume more time than 
ought to elapse before you act, if you are deter- 
mined to act with effect. 

The motion is,to strike out the word “ten,” 
the number of regiments of infantry, for the pur- 
pose of inserting “six.” This would make the| 
number of troops to be raised by this bill some- 
what less than seventeen thousand men, and in- 
crease the whole regular force to nearly twenty- 
seven thousand men. Mr. C. said, from the best 
view which he had been able to take of the sub- 
ject, upon the information we now possess, this 

orce, aided by a proper proportion of volunteers, 
would be fully competent to effect any object the 
Government ean have in view; to resist and sub- 
due any force; and to occupy, if necessary, any | 
territory in your neighborhood. On any sudden | 
emergency, the number of volunteers or militia 
actually employed, might, and, perhaps, generally | 
ought to equal, and, on many occasions, much ex- 
ceed that of the regular troops, as they could be 
organized and marched to the scene of action in 
much shorter time than would be consumed in 
raising regular troops, would consist of better 
materials, and could be more relied upon to make 
a first impression than newly enlisted troops with- 
out the advantages of discipline. They would, 
also, when the service was completed, lay down 
the military character, return to their homes, 
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and again amalgamate with their fellow-citizens, 
without a murmur. Hence, the expense would 
be inconsiderable, the time of service being prob- 
ably short. It is, therefore; fair to ‘calculate, iy 
your regular force amounts to twenty-seven thou- 
sand men, that you ought to, and will have in ac- 
tual service, and, of course, in pay, forty thou- 
sand men. And will it be contended that this 
forcé is not sufficient to accomplish all the pur- 
on which the most sanguine have in view? 

ut, it seems, volunteers are not now to be re- 
lied of. You must depend entirely on regular 
troops—on a standing army. This doctrine is of 
modern date among Republicans, and may, if it 
should gain currency, sap the vital principles of 

our Government.: The language of the Pres- 
ident on this subject, in his Message, breathes a 
very different spirit. He recommends “ that ad- 
‘equate provision be made for filling the ranks 
‘and prolonging the enlistments of the regular 
‘ troops ; for an auriliary force, to be engaged for 
*a more limited term; for the acceptance of vol- 
* unteer corps, whose patriotic ardor may court a 
‘participation m urgent services; for detach- 
‘ments, as they may be wanted, of other por- 
‘tions of the militia’ &c, Here, we perceive. 


he considers the new force recommended to be | 


raised as only auxiliary to the present regular 
force. Hence, it would seem fair to conclude he 
did not mean the number of the former should 
exceed that of the latter. -But, he seémsto place 
considerable. confidence in “volunteer corps,” 
on the ground that their “ patriotic ardor may 
court a participation in urgent services ;’ those 
which the force is now 
tobe provided. He did, therefore, contemplate 
that such volunteers should constitute an efficient 
part of the force tobe employed in effecting the 
more important objects now in view; and that 
the militia, also, should be engaged, and contrib- 
ute their share in supporting any contest that 
might ensue. But, it seems, your volunteers and 
militia are considered totally incompetent to per- 
form any important military services, From 
them you are required to withdraw your confi- 
dence, and place it in regular troops only, of 
whom, you must raise an army sufficiently ioe 
to effect all your purposes. Let this doctrine be 
once established, and the people may tremble for 
their liberties when it is too late—when their 
chains are riveted upon them by a military power. 
But the attempt to raise so large a locales force 
at this moment, would retard instead of acceler- 
ate the completion of the objects intended ; for. 
it will be found impracticable to enlist and organ- 
ize-such force in time to act before the proper 
season is gone; before the ice breaks up in the 
Spring. You might, indeed, collect that portion 
which consists of officers, but you cannot fill up 
the ranks. If ten or fifteen thousand effectives 
could be brought into service in time, it would 
equal his .most sanguine expectations. You 
would, therefore, have, it is believed, a force 
equally efficient, if the proposed amendment pre- 
vailed, as if the bill passed in its present shape. 
while your expenditures would be thereby greatly 
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ens, : diminished, and no obstacle whatever presented to | there be, at this time, to increase your regular 
ould | the most decisive and vigorous.course of proceed- | force to thirty-five thousand men? Have you no 
rob- ; ing. If immediate operations be intended, as he | confidence in the knowledge possessed, and the 
e, if > trusted they were, they! must be principally car- | opinion formed on this subject by your Govern- 
hou- — yied on, in the first instance, by volunteers, who | ment? Have they not as ample means, at least, as 
1ac- could, and ought to be embodied and prepared to | we have, to obtain correct information? This, no 
hou- — act on the shortest notice. . For this purpose, au- | one, it is presumed, will deny; and the honorable 
this  thorize the Executive-immediately to officer, or- | gentlemen told you they are of opinion ten thou- 
pur- | ganize for a limited time, and put into motion, | sand additional troops, making the whole. regular 
ew? — such number of volunteers who may tender their | force twenty thousand, would be sufficient for the 
- re- — services, as shall be deemed competent to the'|.present oceasion. To those, the Government, no 
rular  oeeasion; bring to the scene of action as many | doubt, intended to add as many corps of volun- 
is of | of your present regular troops as.may be-spared | teers, properly officered and organized for the pur- 
if it | from other services, and can, with the least delay, | pose, as circumstances should require; and such 
es of be concentrated; and let these, united with your | united force would, certainly, be competent, ac- 
Pres- | volunteers and such of the new troops as can be | cording to the present state of things, to subdue 
tesa —_—s raised in time, make the first impression, seize | any Opposition to be expected, and to occupy any 
tad- and occupy the country contemplated, and main- | territory in your neighborhood, that comes within 
anks tain the contest-until theadditional regular force, | the avowed object of your present preparations. 
ular about to be raised, can be organized and: brought | But, Mr. C. said, he was willing to go further; to 
dfor| into actual service. These may, then, support, | increase the regular foree to nearly twenty-seven 
vol-| and, in due time, relieve your volunteers. » Hold thotsand men, and make ample provision for 
urta} the advantages you may have gained; repel any | bringing into actual service such corps of volun- 
tach-| force that may be brought to oppose them, and | teers, officered by the Executive, and such num- 
por-| extend, if required, your acquisitions; while, in | ber of the militia as shall be considered necessary. 
eive,| themean time, sufficient corps of the militia may | Should his motion not prevail, he would, notwith- 
to be| becalled into service and employed within tlre | standing, vote for the bill, and for any other mea- 
yular| limits of the Union, with such of the regular | sures proposed that could, in any degree, contrib- 
le he | troops as may be retained for the purpose, to pro- | ute to maintain the rights and character of the 
sould ~ tect your frontiers from incursions by the savages, | nation. He should, also, at any future day, vote 
place and your coasts against attacks from a foreign } for such additional troops as the crisis might then 
rps,” enemy. require; and this appeared to him the most effi- 
may This mode of proceeding would enable you to j cient as well as correct course. Raise, at present, 
those act, before the season shall pass away in which | the number proposed by the amendment, which 
now our operations could be carried on, with. the | most, if not all who are in favor of actual resist- 
plate — least probable resistance, and the greatest pros- | ance, allow to be necessary, and, before they are 
cient pect of success. The most distinguishing fea-| organized, you will be better able to determine 
g the | ture that could characterize your proceedings, at | what additional force, if any, will be necessary. 
that. _ this moment, would be, the expedition with which | This would produce more unanimity, occasion 
ntrib- you progtess, both in Legislative and Executive | less delay, and could not, in any possible degree, 
that operations. But, if you wait,as seems to be con- | weaken your operative measures, or embarrass 
sand templated by the gentleman from Virginia, until | your Government. 
) per- twenty-five or thirty thousand: men are, by enlist-| Mr. C. said, believing, as he did, the force pro- 
From ments, raised, disciplined, and put in readiness for | posed by the amendment fully competent to ac- 
confi: actual service, the time to act will have passed | complish the objects all profess to have in view, 
y, of | away; the ice will be broken up, and the ap-| he was uawilling to vote for a greater number. 
arge proaches by water to the country intended as the | He was opposed, on principle, to swelling the 
ne be scene of action, will be thereby opened; and, | regular military force beyond the bounds really 
le for hey may have to effect your object, should it then | demanded by the crisis, as it would be setting a 
their e practicable, at more than double the expense | dangerous precedent, that might, hereafter, be re- 
ower. of blood and treasure that would have been re- | sorted to as a: pretext for augmenting, from time 
force quired had you taken advaittage of the proper | to time, without sufficient cause, or beyond the 
celer- time. What evidence have we, said Mr. C., to| nature of the exigency, your standing army ; un- 
; for. _ show that so large a regular force as that pro-| til the people might, perhaps, be awakened from 
rgan- — posed by the bill is necessary? The object, as | their security, as has been the case on many oc- 
roper avowed by the gentleman, is to occupy Canada. casions in other countries, by feeling the pressure 
nthe | From the bestinformation he had been able to ob- | of the chains of military despotism. He was, 
yrtion | tain, there are not‘moreé than six thousand regu- | also, unwilling to charge the nation with expen- 
ll up © lar troops, if there’ be that number, in the prov- | ditures which its tinances were not prepared to 
stives ince. The gentleman states the number at about | meet, and which, in his opinion, the occasion did 
vould | seven thousand. Suppose the latter to be correct, | not require. He trusted it was not the intention 
You | would not double the number of regular troops, | of any one, by raising so large a regular force, 
force (allowing for accidents of every description,) be | and thereby incurring so great an expenditure, 
tpre- sufficient to oppose to those? And, would not} beyond what it is believed was necessary, to drain 
hape, your volunteers be able to cope with Canadian | your Treasury, embarrass your fiscal concerns, 
eatly militia? Upon'these data what occasion can! and paralyze the best concerted measures of your 
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-Government. If, however, such were the objects | force to be resisted or subdued was not known o; by the ] 
intended, a more effectual mode to accomplish | believed to be considerable, nor such as to require — lee y 
them could not be adopted. the number of troops ordered to be raised; bu; Pie wh 
lf wat becomes indispensable, you ought not | that.a majority of Congress took upon them. pe very 
to calculate that it will be of short duration. “You | selves, without sufficient cause, to raise this large hethe 
can make war, bat it does not rest with you alone | army, incur this immense expense, and conse- ;jnue to 
to make peace. Every effort ought to be made | quently require those new burdens to be imposed, ‘should 
to bring it to a speedy termination, and all the | For all this, therefore, and the consequences that ‘termina 


means that could be usefully employed afforded 


for that purpose. But you ought not, in the be- 


may flow therefrom, such majority, and not the 
Executive, must and will be responsible to the 











whi 
heir 


it 


ginning, to waste unnecessarily your treasures, | people. ‘petent t 
which are the sinews of war; your exertions r. C, said, Le would now notice more par- them t! 
should be proportioned to the resistance to be | ticularly some of the arguments adduced by the pend fr 
overcome ; and no more of your energies and re- | honorable.member from Virginia, (Mr. Gites.) {rine to 
sources exhausted than the occasion requires; al- | He did not propose following him through the were to 
ways reserving the residue to meet a more urgent | various course of his*reasoning, much of which, uty, ir 
emergency. ar once commenced, you ought | however ingenious, did not appear to him relevant whi th 
to calculate on supporting it, on at least the same, | to this subject, and although on that account danger: 
if not ‘on a more extended scale, not only. for one, | would not now be answered, he did not subscribe ‘York a 
but for many years, as it cannot be known how |to. ‘The honorable gentleman said, in case of public | 
long it may be continued. ; war, i orce of 10,000 men | places ’ 


The American people, said Mr. C., will, with- 
out a murmur, support any.expenditures they be-. 


lieve necessary to maintain the rights and ave 
the wrongs of their country. But they -will 
pect you to restrict those expenditures to su 
only as the emergency shall require; and that 


fore you call on them for new contributicns, you | est 


will be prepared to show you ‘have disposed 

the means already in your hands to thie best ad- 
vantage. Your Government has, no doubt, esti- 
mated the probable amount of force that would 
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protection to that place, as well 





as to lorida and 


the Western frontiers; and he believed no one 


s n the 





as Wou 

be required to accomplish the objects in view; | was more anxious than himself, or would go fur- jikely 1 
they have probably made arrangements, so far as-| ther to provide the most ample means, and such tional ; 
rested with them, to meet the expenses of such | as contd bewmost usefully employed for those pur- ploy th 
force; they would also, he conceived, be in a| poses. He trusted the gentleman’s professed re- Pad r 
at degree responsible that it was competent rd for the protection of that quarter of the The 
or the purposes for which it was raised, should be | Union was sincere and would long continue. He said M 
employed to effect those purposes, and that your | would not, however, suffer himself to be induced prised 
finances could be rendered adequate to its sup- | by his anxiety for even those favorite and highly “that 
rt. But what are you about to do by this bill?|| important objects, to abandon his solemn duty, former 
erange all those plans and change the respon- | by raising a force so much larger than, in his ‘protec 
sibility. Instead of twenty or twenty-five thou- | opinion, thie occasion required. He was inclined ‘it; am 
sand, the number deemed sufficient, you force | to believe 5,000 regular troops, with the aid of tretake 
upon the Government thirty-tive thousand regu- | volunteers and militia, would be competent to lintenti 


lar troops. You thereby take upon yourselves.| protect New Orleans aud itsneighborhood. The  subjec 
the ‘responsibility of raising a force much larger | number of forces necessary to protect the West- of the 





than was required, or can be usefully employed; | ern frontiers would depend upon circumstances, C.,ac¢ 
of occasioning a great unnecessary expenditure, | and the disposition of ‘the neighboring Indian ture, 2 
which will drain your Treasury, embarrass your | tribes. But a ‘considerable proportion of the severe 
finances, and probably compel you to impose new | force requisite for that purpose might consist of — existir 
burdens on the ant Will they not inquire | volunteers, or corps raised for a limited time, jncont 
into the causes of those extraordinary measures, | whose services would be equally, useful, and  witho 
and ask wherefore. were those new taxes im-| would enable the Government to dispense with the m 
posed, those expenditures incurred ? What occa- | the employment of any large portion of your reg- —-witho 
sion was there for so large a regular army? On | ular troops in that quarter. Wehaveasyet,said into t 
what great emergency were they to beemployed, | Mr. C., taken possession of that part only of West proba! 
and what numerous force was to be resisted or | Florida, to which our territorial claim extends, or wh 
subdued? Those will be natural inquiries, and | and there appears’ no ground, at present, to be J had 
the answers will, no doubt, suggest themselves, | alarmed for its safety. The employment, there- or of 
that a great portion of these expenditures was in- | fore, of so large a regular force as 10,000.men in ment, 
curred contrary to the views of the Executive, | that quarter, does not appear necessary, and can _ evide: 
and for which he would in. wo respect be respon- | furnish no good ground for raising so large an _be for 
sible ; that little more than half the regular force | additional army as that contemplated by this bill. gentle 
raised was deemed competent to effect all the} But the gentleman inquires, what you would have 
practicable objects within your reach; that the | think of New Orleans and New York being taken mista 
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by the British ? and observes, if this should take 

iplace, you would not remain in power, or be the 
‘men who would end the war,&c. It might not 
be very important; said Mr. C., to the nation, 
whether the men now io power should long con- 
‘tinue to enjoyit or not; or whether, in case there 
‘should be war, they or their successors should 
‘terminate it. Measures and not men is the maxim 
‘by which we ought to regulate our conduct; and 
if their successors should be equally or more com- 
petent to execute the important trusts reposed in 
‘them the nation would have ‘nothing to. appre- 
hend from the change. It was, however, a doc- 
‘trine to which he could not subscribe, that they 
swere to act contrary to what they believed their 
duty, in order to avoid losing their places. But 
‘why this attempt, said Mr. C., to exaggerate the 
dangers and raise the fears of the citizens of New 
‘York and New Orleans? and to excite in the 
public mind apprehensions for the safety of those 
es? This could answer no valuable purpose; 
tee be to. produce groundless 

; for a while, the public sen- 


BOUND 


“<<"il orounds 


se 

as 

ND : 

of 

“are stated by those pest ruiv: wed 


Lon the subject to be in such a state of completion 
as would enable that place to resist any attack 
likely to be made upon it; and there is no ra- 
tional ground to doubt that Government will em- 
ploy the best means they possess for the security 
pad rotection of those places. 

The gentleman did indeed make a statement, 
said Mr. C., which, atthe time, very much sur- 
prised me. It was, (as I took his words down,) 
“that he did know it was the intention of the 
former Administration in case of war, not to 
‘protect New Orleans, but let Great Britain take 
‘it; and that the Western people would be left to 
retake it'themselyes ;” “that he did not know the 
intention of the present Administration on this 
‘subject, but believed it to be the same with that 
of the former.’ This appears to me, said Mr. 
C., acharge of the most serious.and alarming na- 
ture, and, if well-founded, would merit the most 
severe reprehension. But to establish it, under 
existing circumstances, would require strong and 
incontestableproofs. That the Government should, 
without any known inducement, abandon one of 
the most important places in the nation, and, 
Without attempting its defence, suffer it to pass 
anto the hands of an enemy, is, in itself, so im- 
probable, and would argue so great a weakness, 
or what is worse, such political depravity, 
J had no knowledge of the transaction alluded to, 
or of the persons then composing the Govern- 
ment, I could not. without the most convincing 
evidence, persuade myself to believe it. I should 
‘be forced to conclude that however sincerely the 
gentleman might believe what he stated, he must 
have been misinformed on the subject, or have 
mistaken the views of the Administration. And 
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here it might seem natural to inquire, if the gen- 
tleman was, at the time, informed of designs en- 


tertained by the Administration, so derogatory to 


the character, as well as dangerous to the dignity 
of the nation, and so evidently ruinous to the 


Western portion of the Union. why he did not 
make them known to the public, or at least to 
those who were so deeply interested in guarding 


against their consequences? But, said Mr. C., 


in 1808-9, the time it is presumed alluded to, 
when some apprehensions were entertained for 


the safety of New Orleans, I was a member of 


the other House. It became my duty to ascer- 
tain, so far as circumstances rendered it proper, 
the measures intended to be adopted, and the 
means that were to be used for the protection of 
that place, whose safety was so important to the 
people I represented ; and if confidence could be 
placed in the* declarations of those who then 


composed the Administration, (and their. vera- 
city, itis believed, has hitherto never been justly 
questioned,) it was their intention and solemn 
determination to defend it to the last extremity, 


in case it was attacked, by all the disposable force 
That this was their 
real intention appears sufficiently established by 
their subsequent conduct, in sending a considera- 


‘ble number of troops, as well as gunboats, to that 


place for the object alone of protecting it; and 
who were ordered to take such position as should 
be best calculated for that purpose. The destruc- 
tive calamity experienced by those troops from 
the insalubrity of the climate, must be fresh in 
the recollection of all, But the uniform conduct 
of the late Executive, during the whole course 
of his administration, (of which unreserved can- 
dor was a distinguishing characteristic,) and in 
particular, the just regard he paid on all proper 
occasions to the best interests of the Western 
people, are of themselves more than sufficient to 
shield him against the imputation of the views 
now ascribed to him. I cannot, however, but 
express my regret that this statement, made at 
this time, should have the appearance of throw- 
ing a censure on the conduct of the late venera- 
ble President. He has retired, accompanied b 
the plaudits of his fellow-citizens, and the hig 
respect of the real friends to civil liberty through- 
out the world, to the shades of private life. Why 
not suffer him to repose there undisturbed? I 
can hardly persuade myself it was intended by 
this statement to impeach the purity of his mo- 
tives; but I cannot omit observing, that it appears 
to me a melancholy proof of the malignity of 
the human mind, that so many attempts should 
be made to sully the well-earned reputation of 
that illustrious statesman, whose fame will sur- 
vive the lapse of ages, and glide down the tide 
of time unimpaired, while that of his enemies 
will vanish like the fleeting smoke, or descend 
with themselves to the tomb of oblivion. 

With regard to the present Administration, 
Mr. C. said, he did not know their particular 
views on this subject; he had, however, no rea- 
son to believe that they were such as the gentle- 
man seemed to consider them. He could not for 
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Government. If, however, such were the objects | force to be resisted or subdued was not known o; 
intended, a more effectual mode to accomplish | believed to be considerable, nor such as to require 
them could not be adopted. the number of troops ordered to be raised; but 
If wat becomes indispensable, you ought not | that.a majority of Congress took upon them. 
to calculate that it will be of short duration. You | selvés, without sufficient cause, to raise this large 
can make war, bat it does not rest with you alone | army, incur this immense expense, and conse- 
to make peace. Every effort ought to be made | quently require those new burdens to be imposed, 
to bring it to a speedy termination, and all the | For all this, therefore, and the consequences that 
means that could be usefully employed afforded | may flow therefrom, such majority, and not the 
for that purpose. But you ought not, in the be- { Executive, must and will be responsible to the 
ginning, to waste unnecessarily your treasures, | people. 
which are the sinews of war; your exertions r. C. said, Lhe would now notice more par- 
should be proportioned to the resistance to be | ticularly some of the arguments adduced by the 
overcome ; and no more of your energies and re- | honorable.member from Virginia, (Mr. Gives.) 
sources exhausted than the occasion requires; al- | He did not propose following him through the 
ways eee residue to meet a more urgent | various course of his: reasoning, much of which, 
emergency. ar once commenced, you ought | however ingénious, did not appear to him relevant 
to calculate on supporting it, on at least the same, | to this subject, and although on that account 
if not ‘on a more extended scale, not only for one, | would not now be answered, he did not subscribe 
but for many years, as it cannot be known how | to. ‘The honorable gentleman said, in case of 
long it may be continued. war, your present military force of 10,000 men 
The American people, said Mr. C., will, with- would be required to protect your Western front- 
out a murmur, support any expenditures they be-.| iers, and prevent New Orleans and Florida being 
lieve necessary to maintain the rights and avenge | taken by the British, &c.; and, therefore, that 
the wrongs of their country. But they will ex- | 25,000 additional regulars would be necessary, and 
pect you to restrict those expenditures to such | little enough; to effect your-purposes in the North, 
only as the emergency shall require; and that he- | &c.. Mr,-C. said no object could be more inter- 
fore you call on them for new contributions, you | esting to the Western country than the security 
will be prepared to show you ‘have disposed of | of New Orleans; no one could feel more sensibly 
the means already in your hands to tlie best ad- | than he did the importance of affording effectual 
vantage. Your Government has, no doubt, esti- | protection to that place, as well as to Florida and 
mated the probable amount of force’'that would | the Western frontiers; and he believed no one 
be required to accomplish the objects in view; | was more anxious than himself, or would go fur- 
they have probably made arrangements, so far as:| ther to provide the most ample means, and such 
rested with them, to meet the expenses of such | as email bewmost usefully employed for those pur- 
force; they would also, he conceived, be in a| poses. He trusted the gentleman’s professed re- 
at degree responsible that it was competent | gard for the protection of that quarter of the 
or the purposes for which it was raised, should be | Union was sincere and would long continue. He 
employed to effect those purposes, and that your | would not, however, suffer himself to be induced 
finances could be rendered adequate to its sup- | by his anxiety for even those favorite and highly 
rt. But what are you about to do by this bill?|| important objects, to abandon his solema duty, 
erange all those plans and change the respon- | by raising a force so much larger than, in his 
sibility. Instead of twenty or twenty-five thou- | opinion, the occasion required. He was iaclined 
sand, the number deemed sufficient, you force | to believe 5,000 regular Sones with the aid of 
upon the Government thirty-tive thousand regu- | volunteers and militia, woul be competent to 
lar troops. You thereby take upon’ yourselves} protect New Orleans aud its neighborhood. The 
the ‘responsibility of raising a foree much larger | number of forces necessary to protect the West- 
than was required, or can be usefully employed; | ern frontiers would depend upon circumstances, 
of occasioning a great unnecessary expenditure, | and the disposition of ‘the neighboring Indian 
which will drain your Treasury, embarrass your | tribes. But a considerable proportion. of the 
finances, and probably compel you to impose new | force requisite for that purpose might consist of 
burdens on the people. Will they not inquire | volunteers, or corps raised ‘for a limited time, 
into the causes of those extraordinary measures, | whose services would be equally, useful, and 
and ask wherefore. were those new taxes im-| would enable the Government to dispense with 
posed, those expenditares incurred? What occa- | the employment of any large portion of your reg- 
sion was there for so large a regular army? On | ular troops in that quarter. We have as yet, said 
what great emergency were they to beemployed, | Mr. C., taken possession of that part only of West 
and what numerous force was to be resisted or | Florida, to which our territorial claim extends, 
subdued? Those will be natural inquiries, and | and there appears’ no ground, at present, to be 
the answers will, no doubt, suggest themselves, | alarmed for its safety. The employment, there- 
that a great portion of these expenditures was in- | fore, of so large a regular force as 10,000.men in 
curred contrary to the views of the Executive, | that quarter, does not appear necessary, and can 
and for which he would in wo respect be respon- | furnish no good ground for raising so large an 
sible ; that little more than half the regular force | additional army as that contemplated by this bill. 
raised was deemed competent to effect all the} But the gentleman inquires, what you would 
practicable objects within your reach; that the | think of New Orleans and New York being taken 
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‘by the British ? and observes, if this should take 
I place, you would not remain in power, or be the 
men who would end the war,&c. It might not 
‘be very important, said Mr. C., to the nation, 
‘whether the meh now iv power should long con- 
‘tinue to enjoy it or not; or whether, in case there 
‘should be war, they or their successors should 
terminate it. Measures and not men is the maxim 
by which we ought to regulate our conduct; and 
if their successors should be equally or more com- 
‘petent to execute the important trusts reposed in 
them the nation would have nothing to appre- 
‘hend from the change. It was, however, a doc- 
trine to which he could not subscribe, that they 
were to act contrary to what they believed their 
‘duty, in order to avoid losing their places. But 
iwi this attempt, said Mr. C., to exaggerate the 
‘dangers and raise the fears of the citizens of New 
‘York and New Orleans? and to excite in the 
‘public mind apprehensions for the safety of those 
‘places? This could answer no valuable purpose ; 
‘its only effect would be to produce groundless 
alarms, and inflame, for a while, the public sen- 
‘sibility. There appeared no substantial grounds 
to be alarmed for the safety of either of those 
‘places, ‘The position of New Orleans is suchas 
renders it difficult of approach to an enemy, and, 
by the employment of proper means, capable of 
being successfully defended. The fortifications 
of New York are stated by those best informed 
on the subject to be in such a state of completion 
as would enable that place to resist any attack 
likely to be made upon it; and there is no ra- 
tional ground to doubt that Government will em- 
ploy the best means they possess for the security 
-and protection of those places. 

The gentleman did indeed make a statement, 
said Mr. C., which, at-the time, very much sur- 
prised me. It was, (as I took his words down,) 
“that he did know it was the intention of the 
former Administration in case of war, not to 
_protect New Orleans, but let Great Britain take 
it; and that the Western people would be left to 
retake it themselves ;” “that he did not know the 
‘intention of the present Administration on this 
subject, but believed it to be the same with that 
of the former.” This appears to me, said Mr. 
C., acharge of the most serious.and alarming na- 
ture, and, if well-founded, would merit the most 
severe reprehension. But to, establish it, under 
existing circumstances, would require strong and 
incontestable proofs. That the Government should, 
without any known inducement, abandon one of 
the most important places in the nation, and, 
without attempting its defence, suffer it to pass 
into the hands of an enemy, is, in itself, so im- 
probable, and would argue so great a weakness, 


or what is worse, such political depravity, that if 


I had no knowledge of the transaction alluded to, 
or of the persons then composing the Govern- 
mént, I could not, without the most convincing 
evidence, persuade myself to believe it. I should 
be forced to conclude that however sincerely the 
gentleman might believe what he stated, he must 
have been misinformed on the subject, or have 
mistaken the views of the Administration. And 
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here it might seem natural to inquire, if the gen- 
tleman was, at the time, informed of designs en- 
tertained by the Administration, so derogatory to 
the character, as well as dangerous to the dignity 
of the nation, and so evidently ruinous to the 
Western portion of the Union. why he did not 
make them known to the public, or at least to 
those who were so deeply interested in guarding 
against their consequences? But, said Mr. C., 
in 1808-9, the time it is presumed alluded to, 
when some apprehensions were entertained for 
the safety of New Orleans, I was a member of 
the other House. It became my duty to ascer- 
tain, so far as circumstances rendered it proper, 
the measures intended to be adopted, and the 
means that were to be used for the protection of 
that place, whose safety was so important to the 
people I represented ; and if confidence could be 
placed in the* declarations of those who then 
composed the Administration, (and their. vera- 
city, itis believed, has hitherto never been justly 
questioned,) it was their intention and solemn 
determination to defend it to the last extremity, 
in case it was attacked, by all the disposable force 
and means in their power. That this was their 
real intention appears sufficiently established by 
their subsequent conduct, in sending a considera- 
ble number of troops, as well as gunboats, to that 
place for the object alone of protecting it; and 
who were ordered to take such position as should 
be best calculated for that purpose. The destruc- 
tive calamity experienced by those troops from 
the insalubrity of the climate, must be fresh in 
the recollection of all. But the uniform conduct 
of the late Executive, during the whole course 
of his administration, (of which unreserved can- 
dor was a distinguishing characteristic,) and in 
particular, the just regard he paid on all proper 
occasions to the best interests of the Western 
people, are of themselves more than sufficient to 
shield him against the imputation of the views 
now ascribed to him. I cannot, however, but 
express my regret that this statement, made at 
this time, should have the appearance of throw- 
ing a censure on the conduct of the late venera- 
ble President. He has retired, accompanied b 
the plaudits of his fellow-citizens, and the hig 
respect of the real friends to civil liberty through- 
out the world, to the shades of private life. Why 
not suffer him to repose there undisturbed? I 
can hardly persuade myself it was intended by 
this statement to impeach the purity of his mo- 
tives; but I cannot omit observing, that it appears 
to me a melancholy proof of the malignity of 
the human mind, that so many attempts should 
be made to sully the well-earned reputation of 
that illustrious statesman, whose fame will sur- 
vive the lapse of ages, and glide down the tide 
of time unimpaired, while that of his enemies 
will vanish like the fleeting smoke, or descend 
with themselves to the tomb of oblivion. 

With regard to the present Administration, 
Mr. C. said, he did not know their particular 
views on this subject; he had, however, no rea- 
son to believe that they were such as the gentle- 
man seemed to consider them. He could not for 
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a moment entertain the idea that they intended 


to abandon the protection of New Orleans, and 
he did not believe there was a single act of the 
Executive that would justify such a conclusion. 
The honorable member asserted this motion 
was in opposition to the spirit of the President’s 
Message, and the measures therein recommended, 
&e.; he observed, the Secretary of War did in- 
deed state, in conversation, to him, that ten thou- 
sand additional regular troops might answer the 
present purpose, but that he differed entirely in 
opinion with the Secretary.on this subject, and 
gives you to understand that this inoffictal state- 
ment, (as he chooses to.call it,) which he consid- 
ers as coming from the Executive, was at vari- 
ance with his official communication in his Mes- 


sage, &c. 

Mr. C. said he could not admit the correctness 
of the’ conclusions ‘which the gentleman drew 
from his premises. . It did not appear to him that 
this motion, or the statement alleged to have 
been made by the Secretary. of. War, was in op- 
position to, or at variance with, either the spirit 
of the Message, or the specific measures recom- 
mended therein. It is true, the honorable gen- 
tleman differed in opinion from the Secretary 
with regard to the number of regular, troops ne- 
cessary to effect the purposes intended; and it 
would seem the principal question was, whether 
on this subject the opinion of the former, who 

rofessed to have. no knowledge on military af- 
airs, or that of the latter,as the organ of the 
Executive, (as he was alleged to be,) deserved 
most weight, and ought to be’ most relied upon. 
Mr. C. said he had already stated the sense in 
which he understood the Executive recommend- 
ation on this subject, and endeavored to show the 
force proposed to be raised by this motion, con- 
node with the other measures he wished adopt- 
ed, was in conformity to the views presented ot 
the Message. He would now, however, again 
recur to the words of the Message itself, arid see 
if they furnished any just grounds for the gen- 
tleman’s deductions and satirical strictures. The 
parts particularly alluded to are in the following 
words: “With this evidence of hostile inflexi- 
‘ bility, in trampling on rights which no inde- 
‘ pendent nation can relinquish, Congress witl 
‘ feel the duty of putting the United’ States into 
‘an armor and an attitude demanded by the 
‘ crisis, and corresponding with the national spirit 
‘and expectations. I recommend, accordingly, 
‘ that adequate provision be made for filling the 
‘ranks, and prolonging the enlistments of the 
*‘ regular troops; for an auxiliary force to be en- 
‘ gaged for a more limited term; for the accept- 
‘ ance of volunteer corps, whose patriotic ardor 
‘may court a participation in urgent services; 
‘ for detachments, as they may be wanted, of other 
‘ portions of the militia,” &c. 

Here we see, said Mr. C., the specific measures 
officially recommended by the Executive, and 
may form an opinion of the spirit of his Message, 
“to which allusion has been made. Let us now 
examine the measures proposed to be adopted by » 
those in favor of the present motion, and which 


are, with little variation, consistent with the state- 
ment, termed inofficial, said to be made by the 
Secretary of War. They are, to fill up the ranks 
of the present regular troops, for which a bill bas 
already passed; to raise an, additional (or auxili- 
ary) force of nearly 17,000 men; and also, to au- 
thorize bringing into service such volunteer corps 
and portions of the militias the’ occasion may 


require. This will make the auxiliary force much | 


larger than the principal force, in aid of which it 
is required ; and it would seem a fair construction 
of the wotds of the Message, as already stated, 
that the auxiliary force, as said to be suggested 
by the Secretary of War, should be equal only to 
the principal foree ; the whole regular force thus 
provided would be nearly 27,000, which, with the 
volunteers to be authorized, (who were undoubt- 
edly considered by the Executive as an efficient 
part of the troops to be employed.) would put in 


~ 


the,power of ‘the Government a disposable force, ' 


exclusive of the militia, of at least 40.000 effective 
men. This force, which’ might be increased as 
circumstances should require, is certainly compe- 
tent to accomplish all the attainable objects the 
most sanguine "can .have in view. In what re- 
spect, then, can these measures be considered in 
opposition to, or at varianee with, either the spirit 
or language of the official communication? If 
the forces furnished be fully competent to effect 
the purposes for which they were required, will 
you not, then, have put the United States. “into 
an armor and an,attitude demanded by the crisis, 
and corresponding with the national spirit and 
expectations ?” And will not all the_objects of 
the Executive recommendation be complied with ? 

There does not, therefore, appear any ground 
whatever, except in the imagination of the gen- 
tleman, for the alleged. variance between the offi- 
cial and responsible communication of the Execu- 
tive, and that which ,has been termed inofficial 
and irresponsible, Nor was he able to perceive 
what public good could arise from statements evi- 
dently caleulated, if-not.intended,to misrepresent 
the views of the Administration, He was him- 


self convinced, from sources to him entirely satis- | 


factory, the views of the Executive were really 
such as had been presented to the public by his 
Message; such as they ought.to be, and such as 
would, if supported and promptly carried into 
effect by Congress, maintain the rights and vin- 
dicate the honor of the nation, 

It seems, however, you must raise the number 
of troops contained am the bill, whether they can 
be usefully employed or not; for the honorable 
gentleman says, if you raise-less, Great Britain 


will not believe you are in earnest, or that you | 


mean to use physical force, &c.; and further ob- 
served, she had in Canada seven thousand regular 
troops and fourteen thousand militia, &c. I can- 
not, said Mr. C.,subseribe to the doctrine that we 
are to raise a force greater than is competent to 
accomplish the substantial objects we have in 
view, for the purpose alone of convincing that na- 
tion we are in earnest—that is, that we mean 
what we say. This would appear to me beneath 
the dignity of the Legislature, and derogatory to 
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the national character. Besides, there is no rea- 


son to believe it would have the proposed effect ; 
' jt would only waste unnecessarily your.resources, 


<n ca 


without producing the least public advantage. 
There are some of your own citizens who pretend 
to believe you are not seriously determined to 
rosecute the avowed objects of your prepara- 


tions; and the British Government, as usual, may 


in i C89 


probably take its tone from theirs. The use you 
make of your troops, as well as the decision and 
energy with which you act, and not, the number 
you raise, will-best prove your sincerity, and will 
not only in earnest in your preparations, but that 
you know and will maintain your rights; and 


| that you feel your wrongs, and will avenge them, 


| With regard to the forces Great Britain has in 
_ Canada, said Mr, C., there is no reason to believe, 


as already stated, the regular troops there exceed 

six thousand, or that there could be more than 

ten thousand militia brought into aetual series 
Suppose, however, the statement of the gentleman 

correct, would not double the number of your 

regular troops be sofficient, under all supposable 
disadvantages, to oppose the seven thousand Brit- 
ish troops? And could’not your volunteers suc- 
cessfully encounter Canadian militia? No one, 
it is presumed, would be willing to deny this. 
Upon what solid ground, then, canit be contended 
that twenty-five thousand regular troops would 
be necessary for that service ? 

But the honorable gentleman says he has not 
much confidence in volunteers; that they will 
melt away like a ball of snow, &c. This doe- 
trine, said Mr. C., is, as has been already stated, 
of modern date among those professing to be Re- 
publicans; it was once considered rank Federal 
doctrine, which gave alarm to the friends of lib- 
erty, and contributed in a great degree to destroy 
their confidence in those avowing it. The militia 
have always been considered, by the most distin- 
guished advocates of sound principles, the bul- 
wark of our liberties, and, on emergencies, the 
guardians of our rights. Volunteers are the bet- 
ter sort of militiayand at least equally to be relied 
upon; they have, on many occasions during the 
Revolution, distinguished themselves by their pa- 
triotism and bravery. Why should we now place 
no confidence in them, or insinuate they would 
desert their posts? Will they not serve out the 
time for which they may engage; aud cannot 
then their places, if necessary, be supplied by 
others ? 

Mr. C. said, it was difficult to perceive how 


alone probably convince that nation that you are 








cial talents; but he inquired what evidence he- 
had ever ene of a capacity to devise ways and 
means to bring money into the Treasury, and said 
he believed none; and added, that his (the Secre- 
tary’s) talents had induced us to get rid of the di- 
rect tax, and of the salt tax, &e. The financial 
talents of the gentleman at the head of the Treas- 
ury Department are too well known, said Mr. C., 
to be made at this time the subject of investigation, 
or require new proofs to support them. very 
man, in any tolerable degree conversant with the 
proceedings of your Government for the last fif- 
teen or twenty years, must possess sufficient data 
to enable him to form an opinion for himself on 
this subject. He must, however, be permitted to 
declare, Mr. C. said, this was the first time he 
had heard the talents or financial capacity of 
that officer, since he came into the Government, 
brought into question by any gentleman of known 
standing and information. The sources from 
which your revenue must arise, are in their na- 
ture neither. numerous nor very complex, and 
must be obvious to most, if not all men of any 
tolerable information. Duties on importations, 
and the proceeds.of your public lands, constitute 
the sources, on which you must principally rely, 
unless you resort to internal taxation, which the 
course pursued by géntlemen will probably re- 
quire. The Secretary had no power to draw 
money from any other sources than those pro- 
vided by law. He could not create new sources 
of revenue; he could recommend the imposition 
of new taxes, in order to bring money into the 
Treasury ; but the extent of your expenditures 
hitherto, it appears, did not require it; and Mr. 
C. said he sincerely wished, as did, he believed, 
the great majority of the nation, that this might 
long be the case—that there might be no call for 
the exertion of his great financial talents to in- 
vent new modes of squeezing money out of the 
people’s pockets without their being sensible of it, 
to replenish your exhausted Treasury ; for, what- 
eyer may be the nature of taxes, they must be 
ultimately paid by the people; and the inquiry 
can only be with regard to the mode in which 
they may be induced most willingly to make the 
required contributions. Thisis the art that would, 
above all others, answer the gentleman’s idea of 
| great financial capacity—that is, the capacity to 
bring money into the Treasury. But it is be- 
lieved that the only opportunities afforded that 
officer, according to our present fiseal arrange- 
ments, of exércising financial capacity, consist in 
| skilfully conducting the collection of the revenue 





some of the arguments adduced by the honorable | from the sources created or established by law, 
member could be reconciled; for, at the same | and managing it afterwards with correctness and 
time that he insists upon increasing your expend- | economy to meet the public demands; and those 
itures much beyond what he states to be the views | important duties, it seems admitted, have been 
of the Government, he gives you to understand | satisfactorily performed ; for the gentleman says 
that the person who has the direction of your | that that officer has annually made you very luci 
revenue is not well qualified to provide the means | reports on your finances, showing the receipts and 
necessary to meet such expenditures. If this be | expenditpres, &c. 
the case, it would seem a strong argument for| In relation to the repeal of taxes ascribed to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the honorable gentle- 


circumscribing your expenses as much as practi- | A 
cable. He told you the Secretary of the Treas-| man must have labored under a mistake. He 


ury had the reputation of possessing great finan-| stated, the repeal of the direct tax; he probably 
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meant of the indirect taxes; the former was im- | it was understood to be the opinion of the Execu- 
posed for a year only, and the law expired before | tive, that war ought then immediately to succeed, 


! 


that officer came into the Government; the indi- | and substitute the embargo. The nation then 





rect taxes were repealed afterwards ; and though | would have been prepared for the event; its for- : 


from the information be, Mr. C., had obtained on 
the subject, that officer had.no agency whatever 
in such repeal, he believed the measure was very 


bearance would have been sufficiently evinced ; it 
would have possessed all its own resources unim- 
paired, and had also within its power more than 


generally approved of by the Republicans through- | twenty millions of the property and treasures be- 
out. the Union, He could speak with more cer-| lunging to one of its expected enemies, which 
tainty relative to the repeal of the salt tax, being | might justly be made to contribute to support the 
then a member of the other House, and in a situ- | war that should be thus forced upon us. The 
ation that made it his particular duty to attend to | spirit of the nation was not only unbroken and 
that subject; and it was then distinetly under- | firm, bat rising with the growing danger of the 





stood, the Secretary of the Treasury did not. ap- 
prove of the measure, (as will sufficiently appear 
from his official reports ;) that he considered that 
{ax not an oppressive one, at the same time that 
it was productive and collected without any ex- 
traordinary expense; the Executive, however, re- 
commended the repeal of it, and after several un- 
successful attempts, the measure at length suc- 
ceeded. The Secretary of the Treasury cannot, 
therefore, be considered in any respect whatever 
responsible for the repeal of those taxes; and ‘it 
must appear very extraordinary that, after a great 
majority of the nation has so long unequivocally 
approved that measure, it should now be brought 
forward as evidence of the incapacity or miscon- 
duct of that officer. 

The honorable gentleman says, the inexecution 
of the embargo produced its repeal, &c. ; and that 
this was occasioned by the Executive refusing to 
accept the means offered him by Congress to en- 
force the execution of it; and strongly insinuates 
all this was produced by the influence of the 
Treasury Department, through the Executive. 
The repeal of the embargo, Mr. C. said, was a 
subject on which he did not wish to enter. It 
was always to him the most unpleasant that could 

resent itself. It had at the time met with all the 
eeble resistance that was then in his power (weak 
as his state of health was) to oppose to.it. He 
considered it a measure which not only damped, 
but chilled the spirit of the nation, and impressed 
a stain on its character, to wash out which would 
probably require much of its best blood. It was 
not, however, the inexecution of the embargo that 
occasioned its repeal, nor was it the influence of 
the Treasury. or Executive Departments. | It was 
the fatal panic with which certain members in 
both Houses were seized, in consequence of the 
clamorous threats of the opposition in certain 
quarters of the Union, that produced that effect. 
The plan of the Executive undoubtedly was, (as 
he understood it from himself at the time,) to 
continue and enforce the embargo, combined with 
the non-intercourse, until the extraordinary ses- 
sion proposed to be held in ‘the following May ; 
which would give time for that measure to have 
its full effect on the belligerents; would add but 
little to the pressure felt by our own citizens, and 
would affurd all the chances of avoiding war, 
arising from the probability of those Powers being 
induced to rescind their unjust edicts, and again 
respect neutral rights. Should this favorable 


| crisis, and its character stood high at home and 
abroad; but the fatal proposition to repeal the 
embargo, like a demon, or the evil genius of the 
nation, presenting itself, paralyzed, as if by en- 
chantment, the best concerted measures, and dissi- 
pated all those fair prospects. It always appeared 
to him, Mr. C. said, as placing the National Le- 
gislature (he would not say the nation) in the 
same situation that the unwarrantable desertion 
of his post, in the day of danger, would place an 
individual. He had ofien‘been surprised at the 
numerous attempts made, in and out of Congress, 
by some of those very persons who voted for the 
repeal of the embargo, to charge unjustly, in his 
opinion, the whole responsibility of that measure 
on the Administration. But he could not com- 
prehend upon what ground the honorable gentle- 
man from Virginia, who himself introduced and 
supported the measure, could ‘at this day expect 
to transfer the odium of it to the Executive and 
Treasury Department. 

The members of the National Legislature are 
undoubtedly accountable.to the people for the 
laws passed by their votes; and it must be with 
a very bad grace they ascribe their enactment to 
the influence of others. The honorable gentle- 
man informed you, he proposed to issue letters of 
marque and reprisal asa substitute for the em- 
bargo, as being if his opinion better calculated 
than that measure to maintain the honor and 
promote the interests of the nation, &c. Mr. 
C. said, he understood the provision alluded to, 
in a sense very different from that stated by the 
gentleman. Its true meaning would, however, 
be best understood by recurring to the provision 
itself, It is found in the 11th section of the non- 
intercourse bill, as passed by the Senate in 1809, 
in the following words: “That the President of 
‘ the United States be, and he hereby is author- 
‘ized, in case either France or Great Britain 
‘ shall so revoke or modify her edicts, as that they 
‘shall cease to violate the neutral commerce of 
‘the United States, to declare the same by proc- 
‘lamation, after which the trade of the United 
‘ States suspended by this act, and by the act 
‘laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in 
‘the ports and harbors of the United States, and 
‘ the several acts supplementary thereto, may be 
‘renewed with the nation so doing, aad to cause 
‘ to be issued, under suitable pledges and precau- 
‘ tions, letters of marque and reprisal against the 
‘nation thereafter continuing in force its unlaw- 


change in their conduct, however, not take place, j ‘ful edicts against the commerce of the United 
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‘ States”’ The latter part is the provision allu- {| petty effort, of the most stupid kind, to censure, 
ded to, which was stricken out in the House of| by anticipation, what the writer supposed the 
Representatives. It is clear, said Mr. C., that by | Message, which he had not seen, would contain. 
this provision, no authority was intended to be| Mr. C. said he would not deign to remark on the 
given the President to issue letters of marque | contents of that production, nor, sully the discus- 
and reprisal, except in the event of one of thé|sians of the Senate, by again bringing before 
two great belligerents revoking its unlawful | them matter, in his opinion, so indecorous, as well 
edicts, and the same being declared by procla-| as frivolous and irrelevant. He noticed it only 
mation, &c., upon which be was authorized to} to express his surprise that the honorable mem- 
issue letters of marque and reprisal against the | ber, contrary, as he believed, to his usual prac- 
other, who should thereafter continue in force | tice, should so far descend from the respect due 
its unlawful edicts, &e. If both refused to re-| himself and the National Legislature, as to in- 
voke their edicts, there was no authority to be | troduce on this floor a scurrilous paragraph from 
given to issue letters of marque and reprisal|a petty newspaper, published in a neighboring 
against either; and in that event, the provision | dependent colony of a foreign Power, the object 
would have been a dead letter, or indeed worse,/! of which was to reflect on the proceedings, 
as its Menacing appearance might have a ten-| though not then known, of his own Government. 
dency to irritate, though it was in no respecteal-| The honorable gentleman has told you that in 
culated to make any serious impression. It ap- | ’76, when your population was but about two mil- 
peared to him at the timea very extraordinary | lions, you had more than forty-six thousand reg- 
measure, and the most impolitic and dangerous | ular troops inservice; and now, when your pop- 
that could have been proposed, and he would | ulation is more than threefold, and your pecuni- 
venture to assert, you might in vain search for | ary resources greatly increased, it is proposed to 
its likeness im the annals of nations; it was, in | raise thirty-five thousand only, amd yet an alarm 
fact, putting it in the power of one belligerent to| is made about supporting them, &c.; and he 
declare war for you, or determine when. you| asks “If we are atthe maximum of vur capacity ; 
should declare it against the other; and at the| and whether an occasion does not exist to call 
same time, enabling the other—who would know, | out a force as great as our capacity would enable 
if she did not accede to the terms proposed, war | us?” &c. 

would.be the consequence—to take advantage of; Mr.C. said, according to the information he 
the situation in which you would place yourself, | had obtained on the subject, the forty-six thou- 
and, in case she determined not to revoke her | sand men in service in 1776, were not all regular 
edicts, make the first attack upon you, when you | troops, but including all descriptions of troops 
would first learn such was her determination | then employed under public authority. He could 
from the mouths of her cannon, by the seizure | not, however, perceive how the number employed 
of your ships, and the bombardment of your | in 1776 should regulate the number now to be 
towns. It would also be holding out a threat to} raised. The object then was, to shake off the 
the belligerents, which would be more likely to} shackles of slavery that enchained the people of 
enlist their pride on the side of persevering in | this country, and were about being rivetted on 
their measures, than to induce them to change}! them with additional severity. It was a great 
them, and this is, said Mr. C., the very wise and | effort to resist the oppression of a powerfal na- 
important measure said to be intended as a sub-| tion, having at the time, and claiming the right 
stitute for the embargo! “ To maintain the honor | to hold the actual government of the country ; 
and promote the interest of the nation, and the |'and possessing a disposable force, which it was 
rejecting of which occasioned the British Gov- | known she intended to employ for the subjuga- 
ernment to disavow the arrangement with Mr. | tion of the people of this country, much greater 
Erskine!” Mr. C. said he could hardly persuade | than their population or means could be supposed 
himself that the honorable gentleman was seri- | equal to resist. The question, then, with the 
ous in this statement. It was the first time he | American people, was not what force would be 
had ever heard any importance attached to that | necessary to’ bring into service, but what force 
measure. It was im itself too crude and ineon-| the exertion of their utmost energies could op- 
sistent with national policy to claim or receive | pose tu their powerful enemy. Such is not the 
public notice at home or abroad; its existence | question at this time; no one denies the ability 
was probably never known io Great Britain, and | of the nation to bring into actual service, and also 
its rejection could certainly have had no agency | provide for their support, if the occasion required 
in the disavowal of the arrangement with Mr. | it, not only thirty-five thousand, but one hundred 
Erskine. The premature repeal of the embargo, | thousand men. Seven millions of people, with 
combined with the great events then unfolding | the pecuniary resources of this country properly 
themselves in Europe, no doubt, produced the; managed, could not be really oppressed by the 
disavowal of that arrangement. | employment and support of one hundred thou- 
_ Among the many extraordinary materials pressed | sand men for such term as it is reasonable to 
into this discussion, was a paragraph from a news- | suppose the war would continue. 

paper published in Quebec, read by the gentle- But the question now ought to be, what num- 
man, it is presumed as a part of his speech. This | ber of troops, and of what description, is requisite 
Was nota comment on the President’s Message, | to accomplish, in due time, and with sufficient 
(as it was stated by the gentleman to be.) but a | certainty, the objects you have in view, and 
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would at the same time occasion the least public 
inconvenience, and produce the least pecuniary 
pressure on the people. To determine this cor- 
rectly, you must regulate the number and descrip- 
tion of troops you call into service, by the amount 
and kind of foree to be resisted or subdued, and 
not by the capacity of the nation. There is no 
ground to believe. from the gentleman’s own 
statement, the force to be opposed is so great as 
to require the utmost exertions of the nation. We 
have, not, therefore, said Mr. C., come to the 
maximum of our capacity ; nor does an occasion 
exist that requires a force to be raised as great as 
our capacity would enable us. It would be the 
worst policy we could pursue, and prove most 
injurious to the nation, to call into actual service, 
at the commencement of a war, a force so greatly 
beyond what the occasion demanded, and thereby 
waste your strength and exhaust your resources 
before the crisis afrived that might require the 
exertion all Pee energies. It would seem, said 
Mr. C,, as if gentlemen conceived they evinced 
theit patriotism by the number of regular troops 
for which they voted; nothing eduld, however, 
be more fallacious, nor would the public be de- 
ceived by such a delusion. It was as easy to 
vote for 100,000 men as for 10,000 ; but the people 
must at last furnish both the soldiers and the 
means to support them, and the nation will be 
able to determine by the conduct and votes of 
gentlemen, on the ulterior measures that may 
come before you, whether the adyocates for so 
large a regular force as that contained in the bill, 
or those who sap ROr. the present motion, being 
disposed to provide such forcesand of such descrip- 
tions only as in their opinion, as well as that of 
the Government, would be sufficient to meet the 
present emergency, and could be most usefully 
ompatst: are most in earnest on this subject, and 
will ultimately prove most firm and decided in 
supporting the rights and honor of their country. 
Among the strange doctrines lately advanced, 
one is introduced on this océasion by the honor- 
able gentleman, that will not a little surprise the 
perrs? of America, and that is, that the accumu- 
ation of public debt is of no great importance to 
the nation, The gentleman asked if any one felt 
any benefit from the payment of fifty millions of 
the public debt? And observed, to use his own 
words, “the increase of the public debt is no great 
bugbear,” &c. The advantages arising from ex- 
tinguishing the public debt, said Mr. C., cannot 
well be mistaken, and must be felt by every mem- 
ber of society capable of feeling the pressure of 
public taxes. By the extinguishment of fift 
millions of your public debt, -which has been ef- 
fected by the operations of your Treasury De- 
partment, the nation is relieved from the payment 
of at least three millions of interest annually—a 
sum more than the proceeds of all the internal 
taxes—the repeal of which has been so much re- 
gretted by the honorable gentleman. Your fi- 
nances are therefore rendered as productive by 
the extinction of that amount of debt, without 
those internal taxes, as they would be with them 
had such debt continued unpaid ; and thissum of 
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three millions, annually, remains now at the dis- 
posal of the Government, may be applied to the 
support of the war, in case of such event, and 
will therefore certainly diminish, by that amount, 
the revenue to be annually raised from the people; 
would they not therefore be sensible of this, and 
consider it a benefit ? But it seems the increase of 
the public debt.is not matter of mach importance 
to the nation! If it is not, said Mr. C., what is 
important to the ‘nation ?: Are the people to be 
told, that to augment the public debt, which they 
and their successors are solemnly pledged to re- 
imburse, which is an encumbrance to its full ex- 
tent on their estates and possessions of every 
kind, is in itself of so little consequence as not to 
be considered of much importance to the nation ? 
Upon the same principle the gentleman might 
say, that to impose -new taxes on ‘the people, to 
iacrease their burdens from time to time, until 
they groaned under the pressure, would not be 
matter of sueh importance to the nation, Is the 
old maxim, formerly ascribed to the opposition, 
“that a public debt. is a public blessing,” and 
once so much and so justly reprobated, now again 
brought forward and supported by professed Re- 
publicans? This has always been considered the 
rankest doctrine of high-toned leaders in Federal 
times, and ¢annot fail to awaken the public mind 
to investigate the views of those who advocate it. 

On motion, by Mr. Leis, it was agreed that the 
question for striking out be taken by yeas and 
nays; and, on motion by Mr. Campse tt, of Ten- 
nessee, the Senate adjourned. 





Tuurspay, December 19. 


The Presipent communicated a resolution of 
the Legislature of the State of Vermont, confirm- 
ing, on the part of the State, the resolution for 
an amendment to the Constitution respecting ti- 


tles of nobility; which was read. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House recede from 
their disagreement ‘to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act for the ap- 
portionment of Representatives among the seve- 
ral States, according to the third enumeration.” 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to raise, for a limited time, an additional mil- 
itary force; and the motion made the 17th inst., 
to strike out the word “ten,” section one, line 
three, was determined in the negative—yeas 12, 
nays 21, as follows: 

¥ras—Messrs. Anderson, Bradley, Brent, Camp- 
bell of Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Craw- 
ford, Cutts, Franklin, Lambert, Smith of New York, 
and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Dana, Gaillard, Ger- 
man, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, 
Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Robinson, Tait, Tay- 
lor, Turner, and Varnum. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative, 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill appropriating a sum of money 
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for procuring munitions of war ; and, on the ques- 
tion, Shall this bill he engrossed and read a third 
time ? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for the establishment of a quar- 
termaster’s department; and, on the question, 
Shall this bill be engrossed and read the third 
time? it was determined iin the affirmative. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unirep States: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States: 

I lay before Congress two letters received from Gov- 
ernor Harrison, of the Indiana Territory, reporting the 
particulars and the issue of the expedition under his 
command, of which notice was taken in my communi- 
cation of November 5th. 

While it is deeply lamented that so many valuable 
lives have been lost in the action which tookyplace on 
the 7th ultimo, Congress will see, with satisfaction, the 
dauntless spirit and fortitude victoriously displayed by 
every description of the troops engaged, as well as the 
collected firmness which distinguished their command- 
er, on an occasion requiring the utmost exertions of 
valor and discipline. 

It may reasonably be expected that the good effects 
of this eritical defeat and dispersion of a combination 
of savages, which appears to have been spreading to a 
greater extent,.will be experienced not only in a cessa- 
tion of-the murders and depredations committed. on 
our frontier, but in the prevention of any hostile incur- 
sions otherwise to have been apprehended. 

The families of thosé brave and_ patriotic citizens 
who have fallen in this severe conflict, will, doubtless, 
engage the favorable attention of Congress. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasuinetonx, Dec. 18, 1811. 


The Message and letters referred to were read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 





Frivay, December 20. 


Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill to raise, for a limited time, an additional mil- 
itary force, correctly engrossed ; and the bill was 
read the third time, and the blanks filled. On the 
question, Shall this bill pass ? it was determined 
in the affirmative—yeas 26, nays 4, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Campbell 
of Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, 
Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, German, Gilman, Gregg, 
Horsey, Howell, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Robinson, 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
and Worthington. 

; Naxs—Messrs. Dana, Goodrich, Hunter, and Lam- 
ert. 

On motion, by Mr. Crawrorp, it was agreed 
to amend the title of the bill, by striking out the 
words “for a limited time.” 

So it was ‘Resolved, That this bill pass, and that 
the title thereof be’*An act to raise an additional 
military force.” 

_Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill appropriating a sum of money for procuring 
munitions of .war, correctly engrossed ; and the 
bill was read the third time. 

On motion, by Mr. Crawrorp, it was agreed to 
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ostpone the further consideration thereof until 
onday next. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, also reported 
the bill for the establishment of a quartermaster’s 
department, correctly engrossed; and the bill was 
read the third time. 

On motion, it was agreed to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this bill until Monday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill authorizing the President of the 
United States to raise certain companies of spies 
or rangers, for the protection of the frontier of 
the United States; and the bill was amended ; 
and the President reported it to the House ae- 
cordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as-in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill extending the time of certain pa- 
tents granted to Robert Fulton; and, on motion, 
by Mr. German, it was agreed to postpone the 
further consideration thereof until Monday next. 

Mr. WorTHINGTON présented the petition of 
Submit R. Strong, widow of Major Elijah Strong, 
late of the Army ot the United: States, on behalf 
of herself and three infant children ; stating that 
her husband, while in the service of the United 
States, died of a malignant fever, leaving her and 
his children in very indigent circumstances ; and 
praying that the half-pay, or pension, that would 
have been allowed the representatives of . the de- 
ceased, had he died by a wound or wounds, re- 
ceived in actual service, may be extended’to her, 
for reasons stated at large in the petition ; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. W., also, presented the petition of Amos 
Spafford, stating that he hath improved a certain 
portion of the public land near the foot of the 
rapids, on the south side of the Miami, and pray- 
ing that a law may be passed permitting him to 
locate a quarter section of land, covering his im- 
provements, at the price of other ‘public. lands, 
when exposed to sale; for reasons stated at large 
in the petition. 

Mr. W., also, presented the petition of Lewis 
Bond and others, residing on the Miami river, 
praying that they may be confirmed in their pos- 
sessions of certain lands, therein mentioned, for 
reasons stated at large in the petition; and the 
petitions were severally read. 

Ordered, That they be severally referred to the 
committee appointed the 14th of November, to 
inquire if any, and, if any, what, further provis- 
ions or alterations are necessary for the distribu- 
tion of the public lands of the United States, to 
consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 





Monpay, December 23. 

Mr. Conpir presented the petition of Abram 
Ogden, of Elizabethtown, in the State of New 
Jersey, stating that he bath constructed a boat, to 
be propelled by steam, at a considerable expense, 
and praying that the bill pending in the Senate 
on this subject may not pass, for reasons stated at 
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large in the petition; which was read, and. or- 
dered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The Presipent communicated the report of 
the Secretary for the Department of State on the 
petition of Thomas Brown, referred to. his con- 
sideration the 2d instant; which was read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill extending the time of ‘certain pa- 
tents granted to Robert Fulton y and, on motion, 
by Mr. Crawrorp, it was agreed that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed until to-mor- 
row. 











Tvuespay, December 24. 


Mr. German presented the memorial of Gouv- 
erneur Morris, aad others, commissioners, ap- 
pointed by an act of the Legislature of the State 
of New York, for the consideration of all matters 
relating to theopening acanal navigation between 
the great Lakes and Hudson’s river, praying the 
co-operation and aid of Congress in the contem- 
plated work, for reasons stated at large in the 
memorial; which was read, and referred to the 
committee to whom was referred, on the 6th inst., 
the memorial of the President and Managers of 
the Union Canal Company of Pennsylvania, with’ 
the addition of two:members, to consider and re- 
portitheroon by bill. or otherwise; and Messrs. 
Crawrorp and German were added to the com- 
mittee, 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srartss: 


To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 

I communicate to Congress copies of an act of the 
Legislature of New York, relating to a canal from the 
great Lakes to Hudson’s river. In making the com- 
munication, I consult the respect due to that State, in 
whose behalf the commissioners appointed by the act 
have placed it in my hands for the purpose. 

The utility of canal navigation is universally admit- 
ted. It is not less certain, that scarcely any country 
offers more extensive opportunities for that branch of 
improvements than the Vnited States; and none, per- 
haps, inducements equally persuasive to make the most 
of them. The particular undertaking contemplated by 
the State of New York, which marks an honorable 
spirit of enterprise and comprises objects of national 
as well as more limited importance, will recall the atten- 
tion of Congress to the signal advantages to be derived 
to the United States from a general system of internal 
communication and conveyance ; and suggest to their 
consideration whatever steps. may be proper, on their 
part, towards its introduction and accomplishment. 
As some of those advantages have an intimate con- 
nexion with arrangements and exertions for the gen- 
eral security, it is at a period calling for these that the 
merits of such a system will be seen in the strongest 


lights. 
JAMES MADISON. 
Wasuineton, December 23, 1811. 


The Message and documents therein referred 
to were read; and referred to the committee last 
mentioned, to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill authorizing the President of the United States 
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to raise certain companies of rangers for the pro- 
tection of the frontier of the United States, cor- 
rectly engrossed ; and the bill was read the third 
time, and the blanks were filled. On motion by 
Mr. WorrTuincron, it was agreed, by unanimous 
consent, to amend the bill, by inserting, in sec- 
tion one, line eight, of the printed bill, after the 
word “necessary,” the 'foilowing words:” not 
exceeding six ;” and; 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An act authorizing the President of 
the United States to raise certain companies of 
rangers for the protection of the frontier of the 
United States.” 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled * An act for the relief of 
Jobn Buroham,” reported it without amendment. 

The Senate resumed the third reading of the 
bill for the establishment of a quartermaster’s 
department; and the blanks were filled; and, on 
motion by Mr. Brent, it was agreed that the 
further consideration of the bill be postponed un- 
til- Thursday next. 

Mr. Campse tt, of Tennessee, presented the 
resolutions of the Legislature‘of the State of Ten- 
nessee, disapproving of, and dissenting from, the 
amendment to the: Constitution of the United 
States, proposed by the Legislature of the State 
of Massachusetts, June 19, 1809, respecting em- 
bargoes and commercial restrictions: also, from 
the amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, proposed by the Legislature of the State 
of Virginia, on the 13th January, 1808, respeeting 
the removal from office of the Senators in Con- 
gress of the United States, by a vote of the respect- 
ive State Legislatures: also, from the amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, as pro- 
posed by the a of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, April 3d, 1809, “ that an impartial tribunal 
may be established, to determine disputes between 
the General and State governments ;” and approv- 
ing of, and agreeing to, the amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, proposed by 
Congress, respecting titles of nobility. And the 
resolutions were read. 





Frivay, December 27. 


The Presipent communicated the memorial of 
certain citizens and inhabitants of the Territory 
of Michigan, stating their very exposed situation 
in the vicinity of the Indians, and requesting the 
interposition of Government for their protection; 
and the memorial was read. 

The Presmenr also communicated the memo- 
rial of the Legislature of the Indiana Territory, 
praying grants of land, respectively, to the legal 
representatives of such officers and soldiers as fell 
in the late action under Governor Harrison’s 
command, some of whom had heretofore made 
locations of land, partial payments, and improve- 
ments thereon; also, to each of the surviving 
officers and soldiers of said corps such donation 
in land as Congress may deem expedient; and 
the memorial was read. 

Mr. German presented the memorial of Isaiah 
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Townsend, and others, stating that, in-the year 
1811, the memorialists, at great expense, built two 
boats, under conviction that they had a right 
thereto by the existing laws of the United States, 
for the purpose of plying between New York and 
Albany, and whic they have done successfully ; 
and praying a bill on the subject of steamboats, 
now before the Senate, may not pass, for reasons 
stated at large in the memorial; which was 
read, and ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE Unitep Srares: 


To the Senate and House o 
ereeesine of the United States : 

I lay before Congress copies of resolutions entered 
into by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, which have 
been transmitted to me, with that view, by the Gov- 
ernor of that State, in pursuance of one of the said 


resolutions. 
JAMES MADISON. 

Wasuartnoetox, December 27, 1811. 

The Message and resolutions therein referred 
to were read, and ordéred to lie on the table. 

Mr. Leis presented the memorial of Oliver 
Evans, stating that the. memorialist: verily be- 
lieves himself to be the original ee of steam- 
boats and steam-wagons in the United States, 
(Doctor Franklin only excepted) and that he 
conceives his patent, dated February 14, 1804, 
secured to him the right to use his éngine for 
boats, mills, and land carriages, and praying to 
be left in full possession of those rights, for rea- 
sons stated at large in the memorial; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, by Mr. Lioyn, it was agreed that 
the further consideration of the bill for the estab 
lishment of a quartermaster’s department be post- 
poned until Tuesday next. 





Monpay, December 30. 


Mr. Howe. presented the petition of Nathan- 
ie) Smith, naval officer for the district of Provi- 
dence, praying additional compensation for his 
services, for reasons stated at large therein; and 
the petition was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise; and Messrs. Howe.., Greae, and 
BraDLey, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to continue in force, for a 
further time, the first section of the act, entitled 
‘An act further to protect the commerce and sea- 
men of the United States against the Barbary 
Powers ;” also a bilh entitled “An act directing 
the terms on which the lands sold at public sale, 
and that revert for failure in payment, shall again 
be sold;” in which bills they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bills last mentioned were read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Bayarp presented the petition of the Presi- 
dent and Trustees of the Philadelphia and Wil- 
mipngton Steamboat Company, stating that they 
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are desirous of establishing a daily packet, to be 
propelled by steam, to ply betweeen Philadelphia, 
Brandywine, and Christiana creek: that they 
have it in their power to obtain an engineer, who 
is an alien, to conduct and superintend the work, 
upon being admitted to receivea share of the net 
profits; that a boat of the size and form contem- 
plated would be subject to the same rules and 
regulations as if employed in the foreign or coast- 
ing trade, which exclude an aliéa, whois the con- 
| Structor or projector, from a share of the boat or 
| profits, and that they will be deprived of the aid 
i of this artist without the interposition of Con- 
| gress; and praying relief; and the petition was 
| read, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
ae and report thereon, by bill or otherwise ; 
| 


and Messrs. Bayarp, ConpitT,and Howe tu, were 
appointed the committee. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
W hole, the bill extending the time of certain pat- 
ents granted to Robert Fulton; and the bill was 
amended, and the President reported it to the 
House accordingly. 
On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 
| Mr. Campse.t, of Ohio, from the committee to 

whom was referred the bill; entitled “An act to 
| authorize the laying out and opening a public 
| road from the line established by the treaty of 
| Greenville to the North Bend, in the State of 
| Ohio,” reported it without amendment. 

The Senaie resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
John Burnham ;” and, on the question, Shall this 

| bill be read a third time? it was determined in 
the negative. 

| Mr. Brap.ey submitted the following motion 

| for consideration : 

| Resolved, That the members of this House will wear 
| crape on the left arm for one month, in testimony of 
the national respect and sorrow for the unfortunate 

| persons who perished in the city of Richmond, in Vir- 
ginia, on the night of the 26th of the present month. 

The Prestpent communicated the resolution 
of the Legislative Council and House of Represen- 
tatives of the Mississippi Territory, approving the 
course pursued by the General Government to- 
wards the belligerent’ Powers of Europe, and 

| pledging themselves to “support the Administra- 
| tion thereof in its efforts to obtain justice from 
offending nations.” The resolution was read, 
and is as follows: 


Resolved by the Legislative Council and House of 
Representatives of the Mississippi Territory, in Gen- 
eral Assembly convened, That the embarrassments and 
difficulties under which the United States have for 
many years labored have been caused by the injustice 
of foreign nations and of domestic faction. That the 
late and present Administrations of the General Gov- 
ernment have, in our opinion, pursued a wise, impar- 
tial, and just course towards the belligerent Powers of 
Europe, and such as ought to conciliate ‘and unite the 
affections of every American citizen. ‘That the cor- 
respondence just published between the American Sec- 
retary of State and Mr. Foster, the British Envoy, af- 
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fords additional and conclusive evidence of the determi- 
nation of Great Britain to continue to violate her most 
sacred pledges, to trifle with the American nation, and 
to persevere in a course of unjust and hostile measures 
towards the commerce, the Govertiment, and the honor 
of the United States, That the late Message of the 
President of the United States to both Houses of Con- 
gress breathes the true spirit and feelings of the Ameri- 
can people. That we will support the Administration 
of the General Government, in its efforts to obtain jus- 
tice from offending nations, with our lives and fortunes, 
and for whieh we pledge our sacred honors, 

Resolved, That the President of the Council and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives be requested 
to cause four copies of these resolutions to bé made out, 
one of which shall be transmitted to the President of 
the United States, one to the President of the Senate, 
one to the Speaker of the House of Representatives of 
the United States, and one to our delegate in Congress. 

COWLES MEAD, 
Speaker of the House of Reps. 

A. MONTGOMERY, 
President Legislative Council. 





Tuespay, December 31. 


On motion of Mr. Leis, one of the majority, it 
was agreed to reconsider the bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of John Burnham ;” and; on motion, 
by Mr. Greee, the further consideration thereof 
was postponed to Thursday next. 

Mr. Braotey called up the motion made yes- 
terday on the subject; and, on his motion, it was 
amended and agreed to as follows: 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 
wear crape on the left arm for one tnonth, in tes- 
timony of the condolence and sorrow of the Sen- 
ate for the calamitous event by which the Chief 
Magistrate of the State of Virginia, and so many 
of her citizens, perished ~by fire, in the city of 
Richmond, on the night of the 26th of the pres- 
ent month, 

The Presipent communicated the memorial of 
the House of Representatives of the Indiana Ter- 
ritory, approving the conduct and praying the 
reappointment of Governor Harrison. And the 
memorial was read. 

The Presivent also communicated their me- 
morial, praying Congress to admit the Territory, 
as a free and independent State, into the Union: 
also, their memorial, praying the office of sheriff 
may be elective, for reasons therein stated at large ; 
and the memorials were read, and severally re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consist of five 
members, to. consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise ; and Messrs. WorTHINGTON, GREGG, 
Leis, -Franxuiw, and Campse.t, of Tennessee, 
were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled.“An act for the revision of former 
confirmations, and for confirming certain claims 
to land in the district of Kaskaskia ; also, a bill, 
entitled“ An act providing for the more conveni- 
ent taking of affidavits and bail in civil causes de- 
pending in the courts of the United States ;” in 
which bills they desire the concurrence of the 
Senate. 


The bills last brought up for concurrence were 
read, and passed to the second reading. 
*..Mr. FRankKLIn presented the resolutions of the 


General Assembly of the Stateof North Carolina, 


approving the sentiments contained in the Mes- 
sage of the President of the United States to Con- 
gressvat- the opening of the present session, and 
resolving, unanimously, that they will cheerfully 
co-operate with the General Government in the 
prompt and effectual execution of such measures 
as may be deemed best calculated to promote the 
interest and secure the union, liberty, and inde- 
pendence of the United States; and the resolu- 
tions were read. 

Mr. Gruman, from the committee, reported the 
-bill extending the time of certain patents granted 
to Rubert Fulton correctly engrossed; and the 
bill was read the third time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 21, nays 4, 
as follows : 

Yras—Messrs, Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
Campbell of. Tennessee, Condit, Cutts, Gaillard, Gil- 
man, Gress, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Robin- 
son, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, 
Taylor, Vatnum, and Worthington. 

Naxs—Messrs. Dana, Franklin, German, and Lloyd. 


The bill, entitled “ An act to continue in force 
for a further time the first section of the’act, en- 
titled ‘An act further to protect the commerce 
and seamen of the United States against’the Bar- 
bary Powers,” was read ‘the second time, and re- 
ferred to a select committee to consider and re- 

ort thereon; and ‘Messrs. Brapiey, Luoyp, and 

ANA, Were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “ An act directing the terms 
on which lands sold at public sale, and that re- 
vert for failure of payment, shall again be sold,” 
was read the second time, and referred to the 
committee appointed the 14th November, to in- 
quire if any, and, if any, what, further provis- 
ions or alterations are Nee OF the disposi- 
tion of the public lands of the United States, to 
consider and report thereon. 

The Senate resumed the bill for the establish- 
ment of a quartermaster’s department, and 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be ‘‘An act for the establishment of a 
quartermaster’s department.” 

The Senate resumed the bill, entitled “An act 
to authorize the laying out and opening a public 
road from the line established by the Treaty of 
Greenville to the North Bend, in the State of 
Ohio ;” and the bill was ordered to the third 
reading. 





Tuurspay, January 2, 1812. 


The Presipent communicated the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy on the expenditures and 
application of moneys drawn from the Treasury, 
from the 1st of October, 1810, to the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1811, inclusive; made in obedience to 
the first section of the act, passed 3d March, 1809, 
entitled “An act further to amend the ‘several 
acts for the establishment and regulation of the 
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Treasury, War, and Navy Departments.” And 
the report was read. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the revision, of 
former confirmations, and for confirming certain 
claims to lands in the district of Kaskaskia,” was 
read the second time, and referred to the com- 
mitteevappointed on the 14th November, to in- 
quire if any, and, if any, what, further provisions 
or alterations are necessary for the disposition of 
the public lands of the United States, to consider 
and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act providing for the 
more convenient taking of affidavits and bail in 
eivil causes depending in the courts of the Uni- 
ted States,” was read the second time. 

On motion, by Mr. Greece, it was agreed that 
the further consideration of the bill appropriating 
a sum of money for procuring munitions of war 
be postponed until Monday next. 

he bill entitled “An act to authorize the lay- 
ing out and opening a public road from the line 
established by the Treaty of Greenville to the 
North. Bend, in the State of Ohio,’ was read the 
third time, and passed, 





Frinay, January 3. 


The Presipent communicated the report of the 
Secretary for the Department of: War, made in 
obedience to the first section of the act, entitled 
“An act further to-amend the several acts for the 
establishment of the Treasury, War, and Navy 
Departments,” passed the third day of March, 
1809; and the report was read. 

The bill, entitled “An act providing for the 
more convenient taking of affidavits and bail in 
civil causes depending in the courts of the United 
States,” was referred to a select committee, to 
consider and report thereon; and Messrs. Brap- 
LEY, Goopricu, and Hunter, were appointed the 
committee. 





Monpay, January 6. 


The Presipent communicated the report of the 
Secretary for the Department of War on the ex- 
penditure of the moneys appropriated for the 
contingent expenses of. the Military Rstablish- 
ment for the year 1811, exhibited in pursuance of 
the fifth section of the act of the 3d of March, 
1809, entitled “An act to amend the several acts 
for the establishment and regulation of the Trea- 
sury, War, and Navy Departments ;” and the 
report was read. 

The Presipent also communicated the report 
of the Secretary for the Department of the Trea- 
sury, made in conformity with the sixth section 
of the act passed on the lst of May, 1810, enti- 
tled “An act fixing the compensation of public 
Ministers and Consuls residing on the coast of 
Barbary, and for other purposes ;” and the report 
was read, 

_ Mr. Sarru, of New York, presented the peti- 
tion of William Sullivan and others, inhabitants 
of the Territory of Louisiana, praying the pas- 
sage of a law which will admit them into what 
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is denominated the second grade of Territorial 
government, for reasons stated at large in the 
petition ; which was read. 

Mr. WorrHINGTON communicated a resolution 
of the Legislature of the State of Ohio, request- 
ing their Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress to use their exertions in favor of a law 
providing for running and designating the north- 
ern and western boundary lines of that State ; 
also, their resolution approving the vigilance and 
promptitude of their Representatives in Congress 
in their seasonable application to the United 
States fora supply of arms for the use of the 
militia of that State; and, if the object is not 
yet obtained, requesting them to continue their 
exertions to procure the same; and the resolu- 
tions were read. 

Mr. Lioyo presented the petition of Henry 
Hubbard, of the city of New York, merchant, 
stating that he has a very large sum of money 
due to him from a planter in the British colony 
of Demarara, arising from debts contracted prior 
to the year 1807. That in the year 1810, for the 
purpose of securing the amount of his claims, he 
went to Demarara; and, in order to attain that 
object, agreed to receive payment by shipments 
to this country of the produce of that colony. 
That, by the present laws of the United States, 
prohibiting importations from British colonies, he 
is prevented from receiving payment as specified 
above, and praying relief; and the petition was 
read, and referred to the committee to whom was 
referred, on the 12th of November, the petition 
of J. and E. Phillips. and others, to consider and 
report thereon. by. bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Bres presented the petition of Thomas 
Streshly and William Streshly, formerly collect- 
ors of the excise in the State of Kentucky, pray- 
ing Commissioners may be appointed to settle 
their accounts with the United States, on equita- 
ble principles, or that they may be allowed cer- 
tain credits exhibited by them, for reasons stated 
at large in the petition; which was read and re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and re- 

ort thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. 

1BB, Bayarp, and Horsey, were appointed the 
committee. 








Tuespay, January 7. 


Mr. Smura, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred so much of the Message of 
the President ef the United States as relates to the 
evasions and infractions of the commercial laws 
thereof, reported, in part, a bill in addition to the 
act, entitled “An act supplementary to the aet, 
entitled ‘An act concerning the commercial inter- 
course between the United States and Great 
Britain and France. and their dependencies, and 
for other purposes ;” and the bill was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Varnum presented the petition of John 
Cutts and others, inhabitants of the towns of Kit- 
tery, Elliot, and Berwick, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, praying the bill to annex the towns of 
Kittery, Elliot, and Berwick, to the district-of 
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the bill menticned in the 
thereon. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the: bill, entitled “ An.act to raise an additional 
military force,” with amendments, in which they 


desire the concurrence of the Senate. 


The amendments of the House of Representa- 
tives to the bill, entitled “An act to‘raise an ad- 
ditional military force,” were read, and ordered 
to be printed for the use of the Senate and be 


made the order of the day for to-morrow. 


The Senate resumed the bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of John Burnham ;” and resolved 


that the bill pass. 


The following Message was received fiom the 


Presipent or THe Unirep States: 
To'the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 


I lay before Congress, for their information, a report 


of the Director of the Mint. 


JAMES MADISON. 
January 7, 1812. 


And the Message and report were read. 


Mr. Smirn, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred so much of the Message 
of the President of the United -States as relates 
to the evasions and infractions of the commercial 
laws thereof, reported, in part, a bill supplemen- 

late the 


— to the act, entitled“An act to regu 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage ;” and 
the bill was read, and passed to a second reading. 





Wepnespay, January 8. 


The bill in addition tothe act, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the act, entitled *An act 
concerning the commercial intercourse between 
the United States and Great Britain and France, 
and their dependencies, and for other purposes,” 
was read the second time, 

The bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An 
act to regulate the collection of duties on imports 
and tonnage,” was read the second time. 

Mr. Worruincton, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill. entitled “An act 
directing the terms on which lands sold at public 
sale, and that revert for failure in payment, shall 
again be sold.” reported it without amendment. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act authorizing the purchase 
of ordnance and ordnance stores, camp equipage, 
and other quartermaster’s stores and small arms ;” 
also, a bill, entitled “An act to empower the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to decide on the case of 
the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Ezekiel Hub- 
bel ;” in which bills they desire the concurrence 

of the Senate. The bills last mentioned were 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 

ments of the House of Representatives to the 
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Portsmouth, pending before the Senate, may not 
pass, for reasons-stated at large in the petition ; 
which was read; and referred to the committee 
appointed the 9th of December last, to consider 
petition, and> report 
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bill, entitled “An act to raise an additional mili- 


amendment to the first section, in the following 
words: j 

“ Provided, however, That commissioned officers for 
six only of the said regiments shall be appointed, un- 
til three-fourths of the privates requisite to complete 
such six, regiments have been enlisted, when the com- 
missioned officers for the remaining seven regiments 
shall be appointed :”’ 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 3, 
nays 24, as tollows: 


New York. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Campbell 
of ‘Tennessee, Cutts, Dana, Franklin, Gaillard, Ger- 
man, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Hun- 
ter, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, 
Tait, Taylor, Varnum, and Worthington. 

On the question to agree to the amendment, 
by adding the twenty-fifth section, in the follow- 
ing words: Te 

“Sec. 25, And be it further enacted, That the offi- 
cers who may be appointed in virtue of this act shall 
respectively continue in commission during such term 
only as the President shall judge requisite for the 
public service; and that it shall be lawful for the 
President to discharge the whole or any part of the 
troops which may be raised under the authority of this 
act, whenever he shall judge the measure consistent 
with the public welfare :” 

It was determined in the negative—yeas 1, 
nays 25, as follows: 

Yea—Mr. Lambert. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Bradley, 
Cutts, Dana, Franklin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, 
Pope,-Robinson, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New 
York, Tait, Taylor, Varnum, and Worthington, 

Whereupon, Resolved, That the Senate agree 
to all the amendments to'the said bill except to 
the proviso in the first section, and to the three 
additional sections; to which they disagree. 

The Presipenr commanicated the report of 
the Secretary for the Department of the Navy, 
in compliance with the fifth section of the “Act 
to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, 
passed the 21st of April, 1806 ;” also, his report, 
comprehending contracts made by the Navy De- 
partmentduring the year 1811; prepared in-vbe- 
dience to the act, entitled “ An act further to 
amend the several acts for the establishment and 
regulation of the Treasury, War, and Navy De- 
partments.” And the reports were read. 


ouunetnnnnnenennnel 


Taorspay, January 9. 


The bill, entitled * An act authorizing the pur- 
chase of ordnance and ordnance stores, camp 
equipage, and other quartermaster’s stores and 
small arms,” was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to the committee to whom was referred. 
the 8th of November, so much of the Message of 
the President of the United States as ‘concerns 
the relations between the United States and 
France and Great Britain, to consider and report 
thereon. 


tary force:” and, on the question to agree to the , 


Yxras—Messrs. Bradley, Lambert, and Smith, of 
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The bill, entitled “ An act to empower the 
Secretary of the Treasury to decide on the case 


of the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Ezekiel 


Hubbel,” was.read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs. Goopricu, Luoyp, and 


, ANDERSON, were appointed the committee. 


Mr. Smrra, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred so much of the Message 
of the President of the United States as.relates 
to the evasions and infractions of the commert- 
cial laws thereof, reported, in part, a bill to pro- 
hibit the importation of rum, taffia, or other spir- 
ituous liquor, distilled from sugar cane, sugar, or 
molasses, during the continuance of the act, en- 
titled “An act concerning the commercial inter- 
course between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain and France, and their dependencies, and for 
other purposes.” . And the bill was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill. entitled “An act directing the 
terms on which lands sold at public sale, and that 
revert for failure in payment, shall again be sold.” 

Ordered, That it pass to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill in addition to the act, entitled 
“An act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An 
act concerning the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and their dependencies, and for other 
purposes ;” and, on motion by Mr. Smrra, of 
Maryland, it was agreed that it be made the order 
of the day for Monday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to regulate the collection of du- 
lies On imports and tonnage; and the bill was 
amended; and, on motion, by Mr. Braptey, it 
was agreed that the further consideration thereof 
be the order of the day for Monday next. 





Fripay, January 10. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House recede from 
all their amendments, disagreed to by the Senate, 
to the bill, entitled “ An act to raise an additional 
military force,” except the second of the new 
sections proposed, on which they insist. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment to, the said bill, insisted on by the House 
of Representatives; and, on motion, by Mr. Pops, 
the Senate receded from their disagreement to 
the said amendment, and agreed thereto. 

The Presipent communicated a report of the 
Secretary for the Department of Navy. on the 
subject of the Navy Pension Fund; and the re- 
port was read. 

The bill to prohibit the importation of rum, 
tafhia, or other spirituous liquor, distilled from 
sugar-cane, sugar, or molasses, during the contin- 
uance of the act, entitled “An act concerning 
the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France. and their 
dependencies, and for other purposes,” was read 
the second time. 
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The bill, entitled “ An act directing the terms 
on. which lands sold at public sale, and that revert 
for failure in payment, shall again be sold,” was 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion. by Mr. Frankuin, 

Ordered, That the bill for appropriating’a sum 
of money for procuring munitions of war, be re- 
committed to the committee who brought in the 
bill, and who have under consideration the bill 
from the House of Representatives on the same 
subject, further to consider and report thereon. 





Monpay, January 13. 


Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
purchase of ordnance and ordnance stores, camp 
equipage, and other quartermaster’s stores and 
small arms,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Lets presented the memorial of John Bio- 
ren and others, on printing .the laws of the Uni- 
ted States, upon conditions therein stated; and 
the memorial was. read, and referred toa select 
committee, to consider and reportthereon by bill 
or Otherwise; and Messrs. Lers, Gooprics, and 
Horsey were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill in addition to the act, entitled 
“An act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘Ar 
act concerning the’ commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and their dependencies, and. for other 
purposes ; * and Mr. Samira, of Maryland, pro- 
posed an ameudment to the bill; which was 
read; and, on motion. by Mr. Lioyp, it was 
agreed that the further consideration of the bill, 
together with the amendment, be postponed to, 
and be made the order of the day for, Wednes- 
day next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill-to regulate the collection of du- 
ties on imports ‘and tonnage; and Mr. Luioyp, 
proposed an amendment to the bill; and, on mo- 
tion, by Mr. Bisse, it was agreed that the further 
consideration of the bill, together with the amend- 
ment, be postponed ‘to, and be the order of the 
day for, Wednesday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bili to prohibit the importation of 
rum, taffia, or other spirituous liquor distilled from 
sugar-cane, sugar, or molasses, during the con- 
tinuance of the act, entitled “An act concerning 
the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France, and their 
dependencies, and for other purposes;” and, on 
motion, by Mr. Lioyp, the Secretary of the 
Treasury was directed to lay before the Senate 
a statement of the quantity of rum imported into 
the United States during the year ending Sep- 
tember 30th, 1811; where imported and from 
whence ; and it was agreed to postpone the con- 
sideration of the bill until Wednesday next. 

On motion, by Mr. Gixes, the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the purchase of ordnance and 
ordnance stores, camp equipage,and other quarter- 
master’s stores and small arms,” was read the 
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third time by unanimous consent. On the ques- for the North Carolina district,’ was read the 


tion, Shall this bill pass? it was determined in 
the affirmative—yeas 22, as follaws: 

Messrs. Bibb, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Dana, 
Frankjin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, 
Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, 
Reed, Smith of Maryland, Tait, Varnum, and Worth- 
ington. , : 

So it.was unanimously resolved that this bill 

ass. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to alter the time of hold- 
ing the district courts of the United States for 
the North Carolina district ;” in whiclr bill they 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 





Tvespay, January 14. 


The Presipent communicated a report of the 
Secretary for the Department of the Treasury, 
exhibiting the sums respectively paid to each 
clerk in the several offices of that department for 
services rendered in the year 1811; made in obe- 
dience to the provisions. of the act of April 21, 
1806, to regulate and fix the compensation of 
clerks; and the report was read. 

The bill, entitled “ An act to alter the time of 
holding the district courts of the United States 
for the North Carolina district.” was read the 
second time, and referred to a select committee, 
to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
Frank in, Horsey, and Luoyp, were appointed 
the committee. 


Wepnespay, January 15, 


The Presipent communicated the report of 
the Postmaster General relative to public con- 
tracts ; also, on the salaries allowed to the clerks 
of that department during the year 1811; and 
the reports were severally read. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the. 


Whole, the bill to prohibit the importation of rum, 
taffia, or other spirituous liquor distilled from 
sugar-cane, sugar, or molasses, during the contin- 
wance of the act, entitled “An act concerning 
the commercial intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain and France, and their 
dependencies, and for other purposes,” together 
with the amendment proposed thereto; and, on 
motion, by Mr. Luoyp, it was agreed that the 
further consideration thereof be postponed until 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. Franky, from the committee, to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to alter the 
time of holding the district courts of the United 
States for the North Carolina district,” reported 
the bill without amendment, and it was ordered 
to the third reading. 





Tuurspay, January 16. 


The bill, entitled “ An act to alter the time of 
holding the district courts of the United States 
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third time, and passed. 
The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE Unirep Srares: 


To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I communicate to Congress a letter from the Envoy 

Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Grea: 
Britain to the Secretary of State, with the answer o} 
the latter. 
' The continued evidence afforded in this correspond. 
ence, of the hostile policy of the British Government 
against, our national rights, strengthens the considera- 
tions recommending and urging the preparation o! 
adequate means for maintaining them. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasuineton, January 16, 1812. 


The Message avd documents enclosed were 
read, and referred to the committee to whom was 


? 
i 
‘ 
4 
: 


referred, on the 8th of November last,so much of | © 


the Message. of the President of the United States 
as concerns the relations between the United 
States and France and Great Britain, to consider 
and report thereon; aod five hundred copies 
thereof ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

The following Message was also received from 
the Presipent or the Unirep Srares: 
To the Senate.and House o 

Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit to Congress an accountof the contingent 
expenses of the Government for the year 1811, incur- 
red on the occasion of taking possession of the territory 
limited eastwardly by the river Perdido, and amount- 
ing to three thousand three hundred and ninety-si\ 
dollars. ' 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasurneron, January 15, 1812. 

The Message and account therein referred to 
were read. 

The following Message was also received from 
the PresipenT oP THE Unitep States: 

To the Senate of the United States : 

I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secretary o/ 
State complying with their resolution of the 18th of 
November. m JAMES MADISON. 

Janvarr 16, 1812. 





Drrantment or State, Jan. 16, 1812. 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the 
resolution of the Senate requesting information on cer- 
tain points respecting the trade of the United States to 
France, has the honor to report to the President that 
he has examined the files of this Department, and found 
no precise information on the subject of the said reso- 
lution, which has not been heretofore communicated to 
Congress. That, in consequence thereof, he applied 


‘to the French Minister for the requisite information, 


who, not possessing it, referred the application to the 
Consul General of France, from whom, as yet, nothing 
has been received, as will more fully appear by the 
accompanying letters, marked A ‘and B. 

It may be proper to observe, that it is generally un- 
derstood, as well from the letters of Mr. Russell, com- 
municated to Congress at the commencement of the 
present session, as from other sources, that the trade 
of the United States to France is subjected to very 
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severe restrictions; but the precise extent and ‘nature 
of them is not distinctly known to this Department. 
The instructions of the Minister of the United States 
at Paris embracing this as well as other subjects, com- 
munications ‘from that source may soon furnish more 
particular information. An expectation of the speedy 
arrival of despatches from France, together with a hope 
that the French Consul General would have been ena- 
bled to throw some light upon. the inquiry, have caused 
the postponement of this report until the present time. 
JAMES, MONROE. 





A. 
Derantment or State, Jan. 4, 1812. 
Srr: When I did myself the honor to submit to you 
a copy of the resolution of the Senate of the United 
States, of the 18th of November last, asking informa- 
tion as tothe commercial regulations of France, as they 
applied to the trade of this country, you told me that 


it was not then m your power to give precise inform- | 


ation as to these regulations, but that you would obtain 
it for me from Mr. Lescallier, His Imperial Majesty’s 
Consul General in Philadelphia. I have now the honor 
to inquire whether Mr. Lescallier has made a report to 
you on this subject ; and if he has, to request that you 
will furnish me with the result, as soon as your con- 
venience will permit. I have the honor, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Mr. Serrunisr, &c. 


B. 
Wasuinerox, January 5, 1812. 


Sir: The documents for which the Senate called 
upon you not being in my possession, in consequence 
of the desire you manifested to obtain them from me, 
I charged the Consul General to procure them for me. 
Ihave not yet received his answer. It would not be 
extraordinary if Mr. Lescallier should not have the 
tariff, inasmuch as it is of little use to the French in 
this country. But I wrote to Paris at the time of our 
first conversation on this subject. 

I will immediately renew my application to the Con- 
sul General, and from whatever source I may derive the 
information required, I will hasten to transmit it to you. 

I beg you, sir, to receive the assurance of my high 
consideration. 

The Minister of France : SERRURIER. 

Mr. Monnokg, &c. 


The Message and report were read. 





Frivay, January 17. 


Mr. Brapuey, from the committee appointed 
on the petition of Moses Austin and John R. 
Jones, reported a bill to incorporate Moses Aus- 
tin, John Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, 
into a company, by the name of the Louisiana 
Lead Company ; and the bill was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the President 
of the United States to accept and organize cer- 
tain volunteer military corps;” in which they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. They 
have passed the bill sent from the Senate, enti- 
tled “An act for the establishment of a quarter- 
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master’s department,” withamendments; in which 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The amendments to the bill last mentioned 
were read ; and ordered to be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

On motion, the bill was read the second time, 
by unanimous consent, and referred to a select 
committee, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon ; and Messrs. Frank.in, Var- 
num, ANpersoN, Brapb.ey, and Smiru of Mary- 
land, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Goopricu, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to empow- 
er the Secretary of the Treasury to decide on the 
case of the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Ezekiel 
Hubbel,” reported it with amendments; which 
were read. 

The following Message was received from the 
| Prestpent or Tae Unitep States: 
| To the Senate and Housé of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I lay before Congress a letter from the Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great Britain 
to the Secretary of State, with the answer of the latter. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasuinetox, January 17, 1812. 


The Message and documents enclosed were 


' read. 
| 











Monpay, January 20. 


The bill to incorporate Moses Austin, John 
| Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, in a com- 
| pany. was read the second time, and the further 
consideration thereof made the order of the day 
for Monday next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments by the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “ An act for the establishment 
of #quartermaster’s department ;” and the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed to, and 
made the order of the day for; Wednesday next. 








The Prestpent communicated the report of the 
Secretary for the Department of the Treasury, 
agreeably to the resolution of the Senate of the 
13th instant, “requiring a statement of the quan- 
tity of rum imported into the United States dur- 
ing the year ending September 30, 1810;” and 
the report was read. 

The Presipent also communicated the report 
of the Secretary for the Department of War, in 
compliance with the fifth section of the act to 
regulate and fix the compensation of clerks, passed 
the 21st of April, 1806, exhibiting the names of 
the clerks,employed in the Department in the 
year 1811, with the sums allowed to each; and 
the report was read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to regulate the collection of du- 
ties on imports and tonnage, together with the 


Torspay, January 21. 
amendments proposed thereto ;” and, on the ques- 
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tion to agree to the amendment to be inserted at 
the end of the fourteenth line, in the following 
words: “unless the claimant or claimants shall 
* solemnly swear, or affirm, before the collector of 
‘the port where the property maybe, that the 
‘ invoice or invoices have neither been received 
‘ by him or them, nor 7 any other person for his 
‘or their use or behalf:” it was determined in 
the affirmative—yeas 21, nays 1, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Bibb, Bradley, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, German, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, 
Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Varnum, and 
Worthington. 

Naxr—Mr. Campbell, of Tennessee. 

And the bill having been further amended, the 
PresipentT reported it to the House accordingly. 
On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed, and 
read a third time as amended? it was determined 
in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act to empower the 
Secretary of the Treasury to decide om the case 
of the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Ezekiel Hub- 
bel,” together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee; and having 
agreed to the amendments, the PresipENT re- 
ported the bilk to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

On motion, by Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, it was 
agreed that the bill to prohibit the importation of 
rum, taffia, or other spirituous liquor distilled 
from the sugar cane, sugar, or molasses, during 
the continuance of the.act, entitled “An act con- 
cerning the commercial intercourse between the 
United States and Great Britain and France, and 
their dependencies, .and for other purposes,” be 
made the order of the day for to morrow. 

Mr. Brap.ey, from the committee to whom 
was referred the petition of Charlotte Hazen, re- 
ported a bill supplementary to the act, entitled 

An act regulating the grants of land appropri- 
ated for the refugees from the British provinces 
of Canada and Nova Scotia ;” which was passed 
to the second reading. 


Mr. Reep submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before this House a statement, so far 
as the same may be practicable, exhibiting the number 
of ships and vessels, and ‘the amount of tonnage, and 
the several kinds of merchandise, being of the growth, 

uce, or manufacture of the United States or Ter- 
ritories thereof, exported from thence to any port or 
place in France subsequent to the repeal of the Berlin 
and Milan decrees ; stating distinctly the duties pay- 
able in the ports of France on each article, before and 
since the. repeal of said decrees. 





Wenpnespay, January 22. 
The bill supplemementary to the act, entitled 
“An act regulating the grants of land appropri- 
ated for the refugees from the British provinces 
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of Canada and Nova Scotia,” was read the sec. 
ond capes 

Mr. Gi_man, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act to em- 
power the Secretary of the Treasury to decide on 
the case of the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Eze- 
kiel Hubbel,” correctly engrossed; and the bil! 
was read the third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments, 
and that the title thereof‘be “An act to empower 
the Secretary of the Treasury to decide on the 
case of the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Ezekiel 
Hubbel; and the case of the ship Mary and Fran- 
ces, belonging to Nathaniel Goddard.” 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An act to 
regulate the collection of duties‘on imports and 
tonhage,” correctly engrossed ; and the bill was 
read the third time, and the further consideration 
thereof postponed until Monday next, 

Mr. FRANKLIN communicated a letter from the 
Governor of the State of North Carolina, with 
an authenticated copy of an act of the General 
Assembly of that State, ratifying an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, proposed 
by Congress to the Legislatures of the several 
States, relative to titles of nobility ; and the letter 
and act were read. 

Mr. Bayarp, from the committee appointed to 
consider the subject, reported a bill to promote 
the progress of science and useful arts by secur- 
ing, for a limited time, to inventors, the ex- 
clusive right to their respective discoveries ; 
and the bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

The Senate resumed the motion made yester- 
day by Mr. Reep; and the motion having been 
amended, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed to, and made the order of the day for, 
the second Monday in February next. 

The following Méssage was received from the 
PresipenT OF THE UNITED Sates: 

To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 

At the request of the Legislature of New Jersey, | 
communicate to Congress copies of its resolutions trans- 
mitted by the Governor of that State. 

JAMES MADISON. 

January 22, 1812, 

The Message and resolutions therein referred 
to were read. 


leteeemnemeneet 


Tuurspay, January 23, 

The Senate resumed the. consideration of the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “ An act for the establishment of 
a quartermaster’s department ;” and the further 
consideration thereof was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill in addition to the act, entitled 
“ An act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An 
act concerning the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and their dependencies, and for other pur- 
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poses,” together with the amendment proposed ; 
and, having agreed thereto, the PresipenT re- 
ported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed, 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to prohibit the importation of 
rum, taffia, or other spirituous liquor distilled from 
sugar-cane, sugar, or molasses, during the contin- 
uance of the act, entitled “An act concerning 
the commercial intercourse between tlre United 


States and Great Britain and France, and their 


dependencies; and for other purposes ;” and the bill 
having been amended, the Prestpenr reported it 
to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed, 
and read.a third time as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 





Fripay, January 24. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “ An act for the establishment of 
a quartermaster’s department; and the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, Monday next. 

The bill to promote the progress of science and 
useful arts by securing; for a limited time, to in- 
ventors, the exclusive right to their. respective 
discoveries, was read the second time, and made 
the order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill in addition to the act, entitled “ An act sup- 
plementary to the act, entitled ‘An act concern- 
ing the commercial intercourse between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain and France, and 
their dependencies, and for other purposes,” cor- 
rectly engrossed. And,on motion by Mr. Lioyp, 
the further consideration thereof was postponed 
until Tuesday next. 

Mr. Luoyp presented the memorial of Board- 
man and Pope, and others, citizens of the United 
States and residents of Boston, in the State of 
Massachusetts, representing that they are owners 
of the ship American Hero and her cargo, con- 
sisting of the products of India, purchased at 
Madras and Caleutta, not being informed of the 
passing and enforcement of the non-importation 
act, by which their said ship, with her cargo, is 
now prohibited from entering the ports of the 
United States, and praying she may be permitted 
to return to Boston with her cargo, for reasons 
stated at large in the memorial ; which was read, 
and referred to the committee appointed on the 
26th of November, on the memorial of Howard, 
Fitch, and Lloyd, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise. 





Monpay, January 27. 


Mr. Brantey, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act to continue 
in force for a further time the first section of the 
act, entitled‘ An act further to protect the com- 


merce and seamen of the United States against 
the Barbary Powers,” reported it without amend- 
ment, and the bill was grdered to the third 
reading. 

Mr. FRANKLIN, from’ the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled“ An act authorizin 
the President of the United States to accept aud 
organize certain volunteer military corps,” re- 
ported the bill with amendments; which were 
read, and the further consideration thereof made 
the order of the day for’to-morrow. 

Mr. Bayaap, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of the President and Trustees 
of the Philadelphia and Wilmington Steamboat 
Company, reported a bill respecting the enrolling 
and licensing of steamboats; and the bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill supplementary to the act, entitled “ An act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage.” 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, the bill was re- 
committed to a select committee, further to con- 
sider and report-thereon; and Messrs. Bayarp, 
Lioyp, and Taytor, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of.the 
amendments of the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “ An act for the establishment of 
a quartermaster’s department.” 

On motion, by Mr. Leis, the bill. together with 
the amendments, was recommitted to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. Smita, of Maryland, Gites, and Lets, 
were appointed the committee. 

The Presipent communicated a letter from 
the Secretary for the Department of Treasury, 
transmitting a statement of the moneys expended 
during the year 1811, for the discharge of miscel- 
laneous claims not otherwise provided for, and a 
statement,of the contracts made during that year, 
by or under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury ; and the letter and accompanying doc- 
uments were read. 





Tvuespay, January 28. 


The bill respecting the enrolling and licensing 
of steamboats, was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill in addition to the act, entitled “An act sup- 
plementary to the act. entitled ‘ An act concern- 
ing the commercial intercourse between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain and France, and 
their dependencies, and for other purposes ;” and 
the bill was read the third time. 

On motion, by Mr. Gitman, to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill to the first Mon- 
day in June next, it was determined in the nega- 
tive—yeas 10, nays 19, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lloyd, Reed, and Tait. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Condit, Crawford, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, Gregg, Howell, Lambert, 
Leib, Pope, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, 
Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 
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On motion, by Mr. Lioyp, to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill to’the first Monday 
in March next, it was determined in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 27, nays 2, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Bradley, 
Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodtich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hun- 
ter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, and Turner. 

Nars—Messrs. Varnum and Worthington. ’ 

Mr. Worrtuincron, from the committee ap- 
pointed on the ‘subject, ere a bill establish- 
ing a land office; and the bill was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill; entitled * An act to continue in force 
for a further time the first section of the dct, en- 
titled ‘An act further to protect the commerce 
and seamen of the United States against the Bar- 
bary Powers,” was read the third time, and passed. 

he Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the President of the United States 
to accept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps,” together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee ; and the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
the order of the aay, for, to-morrow. 

On motion, by Mr. Braptey, the bilksupple- 
mentary to the act, entitled “ An act regulating 
the grants of land appropriated for the refugees 
from the British Provinces of Canada and Nova 
Scotia,” was recommitted to a select committee, 
further to consider and reportthereon; and Messrs. 
Bravvey, Frank in, and Grea, were appointed 
the committee. 





Wepnespay, January 29, 


The bill establishing a land office was read the 
second time. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “An act concerning the Naval 
Establishment,” in which they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

Mr. Lets} presented» the memorial of Matthew 
M’Connell and others, a committee on behalf of 
the surviving officers of the Pennsylvania line of 
the Revolutionary army, praying the immediate 
decision of Congress on the application of the 
said officers for remuneration for services during 
the said war; and the memorial was read. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act authorizing the President of the United States 
to accept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps,” together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee. 

Mr. Gives rose and opposed at length the bill 
as it came from the House, reserving to himself 
the privilege of acting on the proposed amend- 
ment according to the result of further reflections. 
He believed the bill would be productive of no 
practical efficacy. It proposed a force which could 
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not be raised; and if raised, from the short period 
of its service, in the event of serious hostilities, 
would be utterly incompetent to effect the objects 
of those ‘hostilities. The bill would be-inopera- 
tive, because, in the States of Massachusetts and 
Vermont, (and he presumed in other States,) no 
power or provision existed by which these vol- 
unteers could be commissioned, so as to perform 
the contemplated'serviee ; and if the Government 
were deprived of the volunteers in Massachusetis 
and Vermont, he did not know where they could 
obtain volunteers for the object which he believed 
all branches of the Government had in view. He 
presumed that the system of volunteers was the 
favorite system of the Government; and this he 
inferred from their having recommended to the 
other House the raising of ten thousand regulars 
only, and from the Message of the President, sent 
in after both Houses had passed the bill for rais- 
ing twenty-five thousand regulars, and communi- 
cating the correspondence between Mr. Foster and 
Mr. Monroe, as a ground for urging Congress to. 
persevere in the preparations they were engaged 
in making. The President must, therefore, have 
deemed a volunteer force essential for the con- 
templated service. And here he observed he 
thought, if his correspondence with the British 
Envoy, which afforded evidence of “continued 
hostility” towards us, furnished matter of suffi- 
cient importance to press upon Congress the util- 
ity of hastening their measures of preparation, 
that the other business of the Department of State 
might have been allowed to repose long enough 
for a reply to have been made to Mr. Foster, be- 
fore nearly a month had elapsed after the date of 
his letter. Hedid notadvert tothis circumstance 
from: any want of respect to this Government: 
he should always treat them with the highest 
respect. He should prefer the reduction of the 
number of the volunteers to twenty-five thousand, 
rather than the retention of the fifty thousand, 
because it would increase the momentum of ac- 
tual force, and decrease the expenses, about which 
so much has been said. Surely, he said, he did 
not mean that it would: not increase the momen- 
tum of force proposed by the other House, but that 
proposed by the Executive. The Executive had 
asked for ten thousand regulars, and fifty thou- 
sand volunteers—in all, sixty thousand men. The 
other House had agreed to give bim eighty-five 
thousand. The proposed amendment would, 
therefore, bring the quantum of force down near- 
ly to the Executive requisition, But the bill pro- 
posed a force which would be utterly inefficient, 
as all other volunteer billshad been. The returns 
under the thirty thousand volunteer law, passed 
two or three years ago, were so few, that the Sec- 
retary of War did not register them. He asked, 
how efficient could that species of force be, of 
which the Chief Magistrate did not think it worth 
while to have a record kept! It was only a for- 
midable rao of armies on paper—a tender of 
services—which only produced very handsome 
replies from the President. He did not censure 
the Secretary of War or the President ; very far 
from it; the defect had been in thelaw. He beg- 
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eee aes entation 
ged gentlemen to look seriously at the subject. 
If a war should ensue, :it must. be a serious one. 
The responsibility attached to Congress of placing 
an adequate force in the hands of the President 
for the war. , But, if they passed a law which 
would give the President only a nominal force, 
totally incompetent to effect any desirable object, 
he, for one, should be unwilling to take any share 
of responsibility on himself. 

Mr. G. said, he had been reproached the other 
day with a preference of regulars io volunteers ; 
and volunteers were said to be more congenial to 
the Constitution than regular armies. He said 
that volunteers were not, mentioned in the Con- 
stitution at all—they had never been recommend- 
ed by General WasuincTon, and no law had been 
passed to raise volunteers, until the yearafter that 
great man left the Administration, They were 
an invention, a theory of modern days. The 
Constitution had authorized armies without re- 
striction; the enly restriction at least, was to the 
time for which appropriation for their support 
could be made. And with respect to the assertion 
that the Constitution never meant to sanction the 
idea of offensive war, he asked whether it. could 
not, for one moment, be supposed that the wise fra- 
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himself, and not the measures, constitute the test 
of their wisdom. He never would abandon him- 
self to such a principle; and in supporting any 
measure, should follow the dictates of his own 
judgment, if he stood alone and were certain of 
being overwhelmed by popular clamor. He could 
rely upon his own judgment; but he could not 
upon popular opinion, which was as variable as 
the wind. But though he had thus condemned 
the authority of names, he would sheltér himself 
under a great name, on the occasion. Jn his 
youthful political days, he did not now hesitate to 
confess, he had distrusted Genetal Washington as - 
a statesman, he had never doubled his patriotism, 
or his talentsasa soldier. But when he had felt a 
want of confidence in this great man, as a states- 
man, he had little experience ; he was surrounded 
by visionary theories; but from further experi- 
ence, further information, and further reflection, 
although he was not prepared to subscribe to all the 
measures of that gentleman’s administration, he 
was fearful that, “take himall in all, we shall never 
see his like again.” 

Here Mr. G. made various quotations from 
“Marshall’s Life of Washington,” to show that 
from the commencement to the end of the Revo- 


mers of that,instrument, knew that Canada and | lutionary war, our illustrious Commander-in-Chief 


Florida existed on our borders? Hesaid those vir- 
tuous and patriotic men had too much wisdom 
to restrict Congress to defensive war. The idea 





was convinced of the fatal impolicy of short en- 
listments; that he was urgent in pressing upon 
Congress the necessity ef changing their plan, in 


was absurd; it was one of the fruitful visionary | this respect; and that he imputed the loss and 
notions of the day. Mr. G. objected to this bill, | failure of the expedition of the brave Montgom- 
because he feared it was intended to supersede the | ery against Quebec, and. various other disasters, 
army. Before he proceeded to demonstrate its to the same pernicious principle of short enlist- 
ineficiency, and the impolicy of short enlistments, | ments. Indeed, said Mr. G., it appears, from this 
he would notice one or two circumstances con- | history, that short enlistments of our regular 
nected with the proceedings at this session. -He| troops had very nigh strangled our independence 
knew that the world had been very busy in ascri- | in its cradle; nothing but a divine interposition 
bing to him motives of hostility to the Adminis- | could have enabled us, under all circumstances, to 
tration. What was the fact? The measures! have achieved it. He treated the fears of danger 
which he had advocated would protect the AU-| to our liberties, from a regular force of thirty-five 
ministration. The time was coming when its| thousand men, as perfectly visionary; and all the 
character would be tested; and surely efficient | quotations which had been drawn from history to 
measures, for trying times, would best bring its| show the dangers of standing armies were inap- 
real character to light. But the language which | plicable tothe United States. Of whom could our 
had been indulged in abroad, and here too, was | army be composed ? Of officers and men who 
calculated to subvert the freedom of diseussson | were born and raised in the love of liberty; but, 
and deliberation in this body. If a legislature | supposing they should turn their arms against 
were of any use at all, it was to exercise its own | their country, could gentlemen seriously appre- 
judgment, and aid the other functionaries of the | hend so much danger, when the United States 
Government, according to the best result of that| had a military force of six hundred thousand 
judgment, formed upon a mature deliberation. | men, with arms in their hands? Was this the 
Desert the standard of your own. judgment, Mr. | case with the States of Greece; or with France, 
President, and where will you find fidelity in any | when Bonaparte usurped the Government? Cer- 
other standatd ? You are always certain that it| tainly not, The body of the people in Greece 
is faithful ; but you are not so with respect tothe | were slaves. The people of France did not un- 
judgment of your friends. He disclaimed the idea | derstand what liberty was; they had, besides, 
of subscribing to the infallibility of any men. _| seen blood stream from the beginning to the 
If such doctrine’can be adopted it was only ne- | end of the Revolution ; they therefore made no re- 
cessary for this, or that man, to point to his fa- | sistance to usurpation and a change of Govern- 
vorite measures,‘and they must be agreed to,| ment; they had no arms in their hands; the Pari- 
whether right or wrong. He had always un-| sian mob were only to be gained over to the usur- 
derstood the favorite motto of the Republicans to | per, and things were settled. 
be “ measures and not men,” bat this doctrine is| [Fora full report of this speech of Mr. Gites, 
now inverted. You have only to look at the man, | see Supplemental Speeches at the end of the vol- 
and applaud or condemn the measures. The man | ume.] 
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Tuurspay, January 30. : 


The bill entitled “ An act concerning the Na- 

val Establishment,” was read, and. passed to the 
‘second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bran ey, the bill was read 
the second time, by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the committee to whom was referred, 
on the 8th of November, so much-of the Message 
of the President of the United States as concerns 
the relations between the United States and 
Great Britain and France, to consider and report 
thereon. ~ ® 

The Senate resumed,as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the President of the United States 
to accept and organize certain volunteer military 
eorps,” together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee; and the bill 
having been amended, the Prestpenr reported 
it to the House accordingly. -' 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to promote the progress of sci- 
ence and useful arts, by securing, for a limited 
time to inventors, the exclusive right to their re- 
spective discoveries; and the bill having been 
amended, the Presipent reported it to the House 
accordingly; and,on motionof Mr. Anpgrson, 
the further consideration thereof was. postponed 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. AnpeRsON presented the memorial of 
Thomas Corcoran and others, citizens of George- 
town, in the District of Columbia, stating that 
they had commenced certain improvements in 
the channel of the river Potomac, near that town, 
but that they were impeded in their progress by 
a legal injunction, on suggestion that they might 
do injury to the bridge lately erected over the 
aforementioned river; and that the petitioners 
are constrained to lay their case again before 
Congress, and to ask their interposition and re- 
lief; and the memorial was read, and referred to 
a select committee, to consist of five members, to 
consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise ; 
and Messrs. ANDERSON, GreGG, Goopricu, SMITH 
of Maryland, and Brap.ty, were appointed the 
committee. 





Fripay, January 31. 


The Senate resnmed the consideration of the 
bill to promote the progress of science and the 
useful arts, by securing, for a limited time, to in- 
ventors, the exclusive right to their respective 
discoveries. And, after debate, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until Monday 
next. 

.Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
amendment to the bill, entitled “An act author- 
izing the President of the United States to accept 
and mee certain volunteer military corps,” 
correctly engrossed; and the bill was read the 
third time as amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Worrtuincron, that the 


Virginia Resolutions. 


Fesrvary, 1812. 


aonrgpes 





bill be recommiutted, it was determined in the 
negative. 
Resolved, 


That this bill pass with an amend- 
ment. 





Monpay, February 3. 


The Prestpenr communicated the report of 
the Secretary for the Department of War, on the 
contracts made by him in the year 1811, and those 
made by the Purveyor of Public Supplies for the 
same year; in compliance with the requisition of 
the fifth section of the act of the 2ist of April, 
1808; and the report was read. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
the support of Government for the year 1812;” 
also a biil, entitled “ An act to alter the times of 
holding the district courts within and for the 
district of Connecticut;” in which they desire 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bills last brought up for concutrence were 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presitpent oF THE UNrrep States: 

To the Senate and House 0 
Representatives of the United States : 

I lay before Congress a report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, containing a statement of proceedings 
under the “Act to regulate the laying out and making 
a road from Cumberland, in the State of Maryland, to 


the State of Ohio.” 
JAMES MADISON. 
Fesrvarry 1, 1812. 


The Message and papers therein referred to 
were read. 

The Senate resumed the bill to promote the 
progress of science and useful arts, by securing, 
for a limited time, to inventors, the exclusive 
right to their respective discoveries; and the bill 
was further amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed, 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 


VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS. 


The Prestpent laid before the Senate a letter 
from the Governor of Virginia, communicating 
the resolutions of the General Assembly of that 
Commonwealth on certain measures of the Gen- 
eral Government, connected with our foreign re- 
lations; which were read, as follows: 


Strate or Virernia, Jan. 25, 1812. 

The General Assembly of Virginia have beheld, with 
deep sensibility, the flagrant violations which the great 
belligerents of Europe have practised upon the rights 
of neutrality, as established upon the principles of uni- 
versal law, and sanctioned by the acquiescence of the 
whole civilized world for many ages. These violations 
have driven all the nations of Europe into a war, alike 
unexampled in its ravages and its consequences; and, 
whilst the United States have kept out of its vortex, 
and most scrupulously adhered to the duties devolved 
upon them, by treating all with equal impartiality, they 
have, from year to year, indulged the illusive hope that 
reflection would bring back the aggressors to a sense 
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long violated immunities of the persons and property 
of their citizens an exemption from the war committed 
upon them. France has pauséd in her career of hos- 
tility, and thereby afforded ‘to her rival, England, an 
opportunity of performing her solemn promises with- 
out a compromitment of her pride; and it was expect- 
ed by the Government and people of the United States 
that the proofs of this pause, presented in an unques- 
tionable shape to the British Ministry, would have 
been promptly followed by a. repeal of the Orders, in 
Council ; but fatal. experience has produced the pain- 


_ ful conviction that, in this just expectation, they have 


_ been mistaken. 
- bold avowal has been made by Great Britain, that the 


? 


And, regardless of all principle, the 


_ permitted admission of her fabrics into the continent 


of Europe, through neutral vessels, was an indispensa- 
ble preliminary to the termination of her aggressions ; 


a condition wihich the United States have no right to 


demand in relation to the produce of their own soil or 
manufactures, and which’ their honor forbids them to 
demand at the instance and for the benefit of another. 
With a knowledge of this avowal, and the daily evi- 
dence that Great Britain executes her ofders in their 
living spirit, which is war upon us, of the most aggra- 
vated species, a further indulgence of hope is allied 
with disgrace, and forbearance becomes criminal ; and 
although this. Assembly confide in the patriotism of the 
Congress and Executive of the United States to assert 


the rights of the nation, in the manner its‘ honor re-’ 


quires; and, as regards themselves, this expression of 
their opinion may be superfluous, yet, influenced by 
the examples of preceding Legislatures, at times less 
momentous than the preseht, and apprehensive that 
their silence will be misconstrued into indifference or 
distrust, more especially as the Minister Plenipotenti- 
ary of Great Britain, in his correspondence with the 
Government of the United States, recently publish- 
ed, has opposed, to the act of the Executive; and 
the evidence on which it was predicated, a presumed 
disagreement, as to the fact upon which he decided, 
and the justice of the measure that he had adopted 
by “all the legal authorities in the United States ;”’ and 
because we believe the measures of hostility, pursued 
by the British Government against us, are persisted 
in, in the belief that we are a divided people, this As- 
sembly declare their conviction to be, that not only 
“all the legal authorities of this State,”’ but the people 
also, from whom the former derive their powers, concur 
in the sentiment of confidence in the Government of 
the Union, and a firm resolution tosupport it in the 
redemption of its plighted faith, “‘to maintain the 
rights, honor, and independence of the United States ; 
and, actuated by a sacred regard for the Constitution 
and liberties of United America, sanctioned by the wis- 
dom of their fathers, and consecrated with their blood, 
they will not withhold the testimony of their confi- 
dence, and the solemn assurance of their co-operation 
to meet the crisis with the firmness of men, and the 
determination of freemen : Therefore, 


Resolved, That this Assembly, speaking, as they 
believe they do, the voice of the people of this Common- 
wealth, have viewed, with approbation, the uniform 
zeal with which just remonstrances have been made 
by the General Government, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing from Great Britain, by honorable negotiation, a 
redress of the many wrongs inflicted upon us by her 
Orders in Council, and other measures equally hostile 
to the interests of the United States. 


some ——_— —»-— 





Resolved, as the opinion of this Assembly, ‘That, 
however highly we value the blessings of peace, and 


however we deprecate the evils of war, the period has 


now arrived when peace, as we now have it, is dis- 
graceful, and war is honorable. 

Resolved, That this Assembly will support. the Gen- 
eral Government in all Constitutional and legitimate 
measures, which may be adopted in vindication of the 
rights and interest of the people of the United States, 
and in support of the character and dignity of the 
Government thereof; and, for these purposes, we 
pledge “ our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.” 

Resolved, That the Executive of this State be re- 
quested to transmit the foregoing preamble and resolu- 
tions to the Executive and Legislative departments of 
the General, Government. 





Tvuespay, February 4. 


Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “ An act 
forthe establishment ef a quartermaster’s depart- 
ment,” together with the amendments of -the 
House of Representatives thereto, reported that 
the further consideration of the bill,be postponed 
to the first Monday in August next... He also 
read, in. his place, the draught of a bill in addi- 
tion to the Military Establishment of the United 
States; and which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr.. WorruinetTon, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act for 
the revision of former confirmations, and for con- 
firming certain claims to land in the district of 
Kaskaskia,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Leis, from the committee appointed on 
the petition of John Bioren and others, reported a 
bill authorizing a subscription for the laws of the 
United States; and the bill was read; and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Reep, from the committee appointed on 
the subject, reported a bill in addition to, and for 
repealing certain parts of, an act, entitled “An act 
for establishing rules and articles for the govern- 
ment of the armies of the United States;” and 
the bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act to alter the times of 
holding the district courts within and for the dis- 
trict of Connecticut,” was read the second time; 
and, by unanimous consent, it was read the third 
time, and passed. 

Tie bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
tions for the support ot Government for the year 
1812,” was read the second time, and referred to 
a select committee to consider and report thereon ; 
and Messrs. Tait, Frankuin, and Goopricu, 
were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill to promote the progress of science and useful 
arts, by securing, for a limited time, to inventors, 
the exclusive right to their respeetive discoveries, 
correctly engrossed; and the biil was read the 
third time, and passed. ; 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to incorporate Moses Austin, John 
Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, into a 
company, by the name of the Louisiana Lead 
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Company; and, after debate, it was agreed that | by Mr. Bavaro, it was agreed that the further 


the further consideration thereof be postponed: 
uatil to-morrow. " 

Mr. Bavarp, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill supplementary to the act 
entitled “An act to regulate the collection 
duties on imports and tonnage,”’ reported. the bill 
with an amendment. 

On motion, by Mt. Franky, the-dill, which 
originated’ in the Senate, appropriating a sum of 
money for procuring munitions of war, was post- 
poned until the first Monday in December next. 





Weonespay, February 5. 


The Presipent communicated the report of the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, stating that 
the measures which have been authorized by the 
Board, subsequent to-their last report of the 2d of 
‘February, 1811, so far as the same have been 
completed, are fully detailed in the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to the Board, dated the 
first day of the present month, and in the state- 
ments therein referred to, which are herewith 


transmitted, and prayed to be received as part of | 


this report; and the report was read. 

The bill in addition to, and for repealing cer- 
tain parts of, an, act; entitled “An act for estab- 
lishing rules and articles for the government of 
the armies of the United States’ was read the 
second time. 

The bill authorizing a subscription for the laws: 
of the United States was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to incorporate Moses Austin, John | 
Rice Jones,.Henry Austin, and others, into a 
company, by the name of the Louisiana Lead 
Company. ° 

On motion, by Mr. Lets, that the further con- 
sideration thereof be postponed until the first 
Monday in December next, it was determined in 
the negative—years 11, nays 13, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Horsey, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Smith of Maryland, 
Turner, and Varnum. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bradley, Condit, Craw- 
ford, Cutts, German, Goodrich, Gregg, Howell, Hun- 
ter, Smith of New York, Tait, and Taylor. 


On motion, by Mr. Ler, that the further con- 
sideration of the bill be postponed until the first 
Monday in April’ next, it was determined in the 
negative. 

On motion, by Mr. Greaea, it was agreed that 
the further consideration thereof be postponed 
until the first Menday in March next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of | 
the Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled 
“An act for the revision of former confirmations, 
and fot confirming certain claims to land in the | 
district of Kaskaskia;” and it was ordered to the 
third reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An act to 
regulate the collection of duties on imports and 
tonnage,” together with the amendment reported 
thereto by the select committee; and, on motion, 
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consideration thereof be postponed until the first 
Monday. in March next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of'the bill respecting 
the enrolling and licensing steamboats; and on 
the question, Shall this bill be engrossed and 
read a third time? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act supplementary to ‘An act 
to raise, for a limited time, an additional military 
force,” passed on the 12th day of April, 1808; in 
which they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill establishing a Land Office; and 
after agreeing to sundry amendments, the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, to-morrow. 





Traursvay, February 6, 


The bill, entitled “ An act: supplementary to 
‘ An act to raise, for.a limited time, an additional 
military force,” passed on the 12th day of April, 
1808,-was'read the second time, and referred toa 
select committee, to consider and report thereon ; 


| and. Messrs. Reev, ANDERSON, and Brapvey, 


were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Campsre.t, of ‘Ohio, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration: - 

“That.a committee be appointed to inquire into the 
expediency of ascertaining, surveying, and establish- 
ing, the Northern and Western boundary lines of the 
State of Ohio ; and that the committee have leave to 
report by: bill or otherwise.” 

On.motion, by Mr. Smiru of Maryland, the bill, 
entitled “An act for the establishment of a quar- 
termaster’s department.” together with theamend- 
ments of the House of Representatives thereto, 
was postponed until the first Monday in Decem- 
bef next, agreeably to the report of the com- 
mittee. 

The bill in addition to the Military Establish- 
ment of the United States, reported as a substi- 
tute for the bill last mentioned, was read, and 
passed to the’second reading. 

The bill, entitled ‘‘An act for the revision of 
former confirmations, and for confirming certain 
claims to land’ in the Distriet of Kaskaskia,” was 
read the third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as.in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill establishing a land office ; and, 
after debate, on motion, by Mr. Bayarp, it was 
recommitted to a select committee, further to eon- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. Bayarp, 
W orTHinGTON, and GreaG, were appointed the 
committee. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
bill respecting the enrolling and licensing of 
steamboats correctly engrossed ; and the bill was 
read the third time, and passed. 

The Senate restmed, as in Committee of the 
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- Whole, the bill authoriziog a subscription for the 
~ jaws of the United, States, and further considera- 
tion thereof was postponed until the first Monday 
_ ip Mareh next. 

A message from the House. of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ Anact making appropriations for 
‘ the support of the Military Establishment of the 
5 





United States for the-year 1812;” a bill, entitled 
‘An act thaking appropriations for the support 
- of the Navy of the United States for the year 
- 18123” a bill, entitled “ An act making a further 
_ appropriation for the defence of our maritime 
” frontier ;”  avbill, entitled “ An act making appro- 
_ priations for the support of an additional milita- 
_ ty foree ;” also, a billy entitled “ An act making 
_ an appropriation for the expenses incident to the 
six companies of mounted rangers during the 
' year 1812 ;” in which bills they request the con- 
currence of the Senate. 
The five bills last mentioned were read and 
_ passed to the second reading. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
- Whole, the consideration of the bill in addition 
_ to, and for repealing certain parts of, an act, enti- 
_ tled “ An act for establishing rules and articles for 
the government of the armies of the United 
_ States ;” and on motion, by. Mr. Bran ey, the 


_ further consideration thereof was postponed to, 


and made the order of the day for, to-morrow. 





Fripay, February 7. 


The PresipeNT communicated a letter from 
the Secretary of. War, transmitting the report of 
the commissioners appointed conformably to “An 
act to authorize the Seeretary of War to. ascer- 
tain and settle, by the appointment of commis- 
sioners, the exterior line of the. public land at 
West Point with the adjoining proprietor ;” and 
the letter and report were read. 

The bill, entitled “ An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Military Establish- 
ment of the United States for the year 1811,” 
was read the second time, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. Frankuin, Tait, and Goopricu, were 
appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled * An act making a further ap- 
propriation for the defence of our maritime fron- 
tier,’ was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “ An act making appropria- 
tions for the support of an additional military 
force,” was read te second time, and referred to 
a select committee, to consider and report there- 
on ; and Messrs. Camppeut of Tennessee, Brent, 
and Dana, were appointed: the committee. 

The bill, entitled “ An act making an appro- 
priation for the expenses incident to the six com- 
panies of mounted rangers during the year 1812,” 
was read the second time, and referred to the 
committee last mentioned, to consider and report 
thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
e Proceedings, 


118 


Sen 


ATE. 


time, aod referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. Brap.ey, 
Brent, and Dana, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House.of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled * An act authorizing the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury to locate the Laas reserved 
for the use of Jefferson College, in the Mississippi 
Territory,” in which they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Poprg presented the petition of the Synod 
of Kentucky, sitting in Lexington, praying that 
the public mail may. not be permitied io be car- 
ried on the Sabbath days, except on extraordina- 
ry occasions, for reasons therein stated ; and the 
petition was read. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday by Mr. Campse.t, of 
Ohio; and, on motion, by Mr, Braptey; it was 
amended and agreed to, as follows: : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire into the expediency of ascertaining, sur- 
veying, and establishing. the Northern and West- 
ern boundary lines of the State of Ohio, and the 
Northern line of the State of Vermont; and that 
the committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Messrs. Brap.tey, Campsevi of Ohio, Curts, 
Howeut, and Dana, were appointed the com- 
mittee, 

The bill in addition to the Military Establish- 
ment of the United States was read the second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and the further consideration thereof 
postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. Brab.ey, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act to provide for 
the more convenient taking of affidavits and bail 
in civil causes depending in the courts of the Uni- 
ted States,” reported the bill as amended. 





Monpay. February 10. 


Mr, CampsBe.t, of Tennessee, from the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of an 
additional military force,” reported it without 
amendment. He also reported, from the same 
committee, the bill, entitled “An act making an 
appropriation for the expenses incident to the six 
companies of mounted rangers during the year 
1812.” without amendment. 

The bill, entit'ed “ An act authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to locate the lands reserved 
for the use of Jefferson College, in the Mississippi 
Territory.” was read the second time. 

The Senate’ resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act providing for the more convenient taking of 
affidavits and bail in civil causes depending in the 
courts of the United States,” together with the 
amendment reported thereto by the select commit- 


tions for the support of the Navy of the United |tee, which was agreed to; and the, Presipenr 


States for the year 1812,” was read the second 


reported the bill to the House accordingly. 
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On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the 
affirmative. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made by Mr. Reep, on the 21st. January, 
as amended; and, on motion. by Mr. Bran ey, 
that it be referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereupon, it was determined in 
the negative—yeas 11, nays 14, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bradley, Campbell of Ohio, 
Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Howell, Smith of New York, 
Tait, Taylor, and Turner. . 

“Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Franklin, Gaillard, German, 
Gilman; Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, 
Reed, Smith of Maryland, Varium, and Worthington, 

‘On motion by Mr. ANDERSON, that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed until the first 
Monday in March next, it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 20, nays 11, as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Campbell 
of Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, 
Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
and Worthington. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich; Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Reed, and 
Smith of Maryland. 

The PresipentT communicated a letter from 
the Governor of the State of Georgia, transmit- 
ting a copy of the resolution passed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of that State, ratifying and con- 
firming an amendment proposed by Congress to 
the Constitution of the United States, relative to 
titles of nobility. And the‘letter and resolution 
were read. 

On motion by Mr. Braptey, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
transmit to the Secretary of the Department’of 
State the resolution of the Legislature of the State 
of Georgia, ratifying and confirming an amend- 
ment proposed by Congress to the Constitution 
of the United States, respecting. titles of nobility ; 
together with the resolutions of the Legislatures 
of such other States as. have ratified the same. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
abill, entitled “An act to authorize a detachment 
from the militia of the United States ;” a bill, en- 
titled “ An act to establish a land district in the 
Illinois Territory, east of the district of Kaskas- 
kia, and to attach certain public lands to the dis- 
trictof Jeffersonville ;” also, a bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of Captain Selah Benton ;” in 
which bills they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The three bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to a seeond reading. 





Tuespay, February 11. 


Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
amendment to the bill, entitled “ An act provid- 
img for the more convenient taking of affidavits 
and bail in civil causes depending in the cuurts of 
the United States,” correctly engrossed ; and the 
bill was read the third time as amended, and passed. 
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The bill, entitled “An aet to authorize a de- 
tachment from the militia of the United States,” 
was read the second time, and referred toa select 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. Reep, Varnum, and Hunter, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill in ‘addition to the Military Es- 
tablishment of the United States; and. on the 
question, Shall this. bill be engrossed and read a 
third time? it was determined in the affirmative. 

The bill, entitled “An act to establish a land 
distriet in the Illinois Territory, east of the dis- 
trict of Kaskaskia, and to attach certain public 
lands to the district of Jeffersonville,’ was read 
the 'sécond time, and referred to the committee 
appointed the 14th November last, on the resolu- 
tion respecting public lands, to consider and report 
thereon. 

The bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of Cap- 
tain Selah Benton,” was read the second time, 
and referred to a select. committee, to consider 
and report thereon ; and Messrs. Biss, Les, and 
Reep, were appointed the committee. 

he Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the. bill'in addition 
to, and for repealing certain parts of, an act, enti- 
tled “An aet for establishing rules and articles 
‘for the government of the Armies of the United 
States ;” and, on motion by Mr. Dana, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed to, and 
made the order of the day for, to-morrow.: 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act making appropriations for the support of an 
additional ‘military force ;’ and the bill was 
amended, and the PrestpenT reported it to the 
House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall the bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affirm- 
ative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled ‘ An 
act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
lucate the nite reserved for the use of Jefferson 
College, in the Mississippi Territory. 

On the question, Shail this bill be read a third 
time ? it was determined in the affirmative. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to ascertain and establish 
the western boundary of the tract reserved for 
satisfying the military bounties allowed to the 
officers and soldiers of the Virginia line on Conti- 
nental Establishment,” in which bill they desire 
the concurrencé of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Oo motion by Mr. Taytor, the bill, entitled 
“An act making a further appropriation for the 
defence of our maritime frontier,” was referred to 
a select committee, to consider and report thereon ; 
and Messrs. Taytor, Luoyp, and Smits of Ma- 
ryland, were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
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act making an 4ppropriation for the expenses in-| Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Condit, Crawford, 


Cutts, Gaillard, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Lambert, 
Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Tur- 
ner, and Worthington. 


On motion of Mr. CamPeext, of Tennessee, that} Mr. Porr presented the memorial and pétition 
it be now read a third time, it-was objected to, as | of John Lisle and Margaret his wife, late Marga- 
against the rule. ret Lapsley, widow and administratrix of Samuel 

Lapsley, deceased, and Miss Lapsley, daughter 
and sole heir of the said Samuel, stating that the 
Wepnespay, February 12. said Samuel Lapsley served as an officer in the 

The bill, entitled “ An act to ascertain and es- | late Revolutionary war, and after the peace he 

tablish the western boundary of the tract reserved } received two certificates, commonly called com- 


third reading. 





_ for satisfying the military bounties allowed to the | mutation or final settlement. certificates, which, 


i 


officers and soldiers of the Virginia line on Con-j| in the year 1786, he placed in the hatds of Mr. 
tinental Establishment,” was read the second time, | Greenlee, for the purpose of obtaining the indents 
and referred to a select committee, to consider | of interest thereon, and which were lost by Mr. 
and report thereon; and Messrs. WorTHINGTON, | Greenlee, and have never since been found, and 
Greoa, and Pops, were appointed the committee. | have never been funded ; and praying relief, for 

Mr. Tait, ftom the committee to whom was | reasons stated at large in the memorial 3 which 
referred the bill, entitled “An act making appro-} was read, and referred to a select committee, to 
priations for the support of Government for the | consider and report thereon by bill or, otherwise ; 


year 1812,” reported it with amendments. 

Mr.G 
billin addition to the Military Establishment of 
the United States, correctly engrossed; and the 
bill was read the third time. 

On motion by Mr. Lioyp, it was recommitted 
to-a select committee, further to consider and 
report thereon ; and Messrs. Lioyp, Smita of 
Maryland, and Crawrorp, were appointed the 
committee. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, also reporte 
the amendment to the bill, entitled “ An act mak- 
ing appropriations for the support of an additional 
military force,” correctly engrossed ; and the bill 
was read the third time as amended, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act making an appro- 
priation for the expenses incident.to the six com- 
panies of mounted rangers during the year 1812,” 

"was read the third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to locate the lands reserved 
for the use of Jefferson College, in the Mississippi 
Territory,” was read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of the Board 
of Commissioners west of Pearl river;” alsoa bill, 
entitled “An act for the benefit of Christopher 
Miller ;” in which bills they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The bills last brought up for concurrence were 
read, and passed to the second reading. 


and Messrs. Pope, Braptey, and GreGe, were 


ILMAN, from the committee, reported the | appointed the committee. 





Tuurspay, February 13. 


Mr. W orTHINGTON, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act to estab- 
lish a land district in the Illinois Territory, east 
of the district of Kaskaskia, and to attach certain 
public lands to the district of Jeffersonville,” 


d reported it without amendment. 


The Presipent communicated the general ac- 
count of the Treasurer of the United States, from 
October 1, 1810, to October 1, 1811; as also the 
accounts of the War and Navy Departments for 
the same period ; ogee, with the reports of the 
accounting officers of the Treasury thereon; which 
were read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
W hole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of Gov- 
ernment for the year 1812,” together with the 
amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee ; and, on motion by” Mr. Tarr the further 
consideration thereof was postponed to, and made 
the order of the day for, to-morrow. 

The bill, entitled “ An aet for the relief of the 
Board of Commissioners west of Pearl river,” 
was read the second time. 





Fripay, February 14. 
Mr. Brap.ey, from the committee to whom was 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | referred the bill, entitled “ An act making appro- 
Whole, the consideration of the bill in addition | priations for the support of the Navy of the Uni- 
to, and for repealing certain certain parts of, an | ted States for the year 1812,” reported it without 
act, entitled “An act for establishing rules and | amendment. 
articles for the government of the Armies of the| Mr. Tart, from the committee to whom was 
United States ;” and the bill was amended, and | referred the bill, entitled “ An act making appro- 
the Presipenr reported it to the House accord- | priations for the support of the Military Estab- 
ingly. On the question, Shall this bill be en-| lishment of the United States for the year 1812,” 
grossed and read a third time as amended ? it was | reported it without amendment. 
determined in the negative—yeas 10, nays 15,as| Mr. Biss, from the committee to whom was 
follows: referred the bill, entitled “An act -for the reliet 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ohio,| of Captain Selah Benton,” reported it without 
German, Howell, Leib, Pope, Reed, Taylor, Varnum. | amendment. 
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The bill, entitled “An act for ‘the benefit of | ritory, east of the district of Kaskaskia, and to at. 
Christopher Miller,” was read the*second time; | tach certain public lands to the district of Jeffer- 
and referred to a select committee, to consider | sonville;” and it was ordered.to a third reading. 
and report thereon; and Messrs. Brapiey, Porr,| Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
and Smitn, of New York, were appointed the |} amendments to the.billjentitled “An act making 
committee. : bert appropriations for the support of Government fo; 

Mr. Smita, of New York, presented the petition | the year 1812,” correctly engrossed. 
of Nathaniel G. Ingraham, and others, of New; On motion, by Mr. Anperson, that the bill be 
York werchaincs she binizene of the United States, | recommitted to a select committee, for the pur. 
stating that they are copartnersin trade, in which | pose of inserting an amendment to entitle the 
they have “heretofore been’ very successful ; but | clerks in the Navy Department to receive fifteen 
that, owing to the present unfavorable state of | per centum.in addition to their salaries as estab- 
the relations between this country and the tom- | lished by !aw—on motion by-Mr. Smrru, of Mary- 
mercial nations of Europe, they have lost the |-land, the further consideration thereof was post- 
whole of their private estates,and become corpo- | poned until to-morrow. re wlsers 
rately and individually insolvent; and that they | Mr. Lioyn gave notice that to-morrow he 
owe to the United States a considerable balance | should ask leave to “bring ina bill to alter the 
on custom-house bonds, for which they and their | times ‘of holding the circuit courts of the’ firs: 
surety are now imprisoned; and praying relief, | circuit: 
for reasons stated therein at large; and the peti- 
tion was fead, and referred. to the Secretary of . 
the Treasury, to consider and report thereon. Turspay, February 18. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An | Whole, the bill entitled “An act supplementary 
act making appropriations for the support of Gov-| to ‘An act to raise,. fora timited time, an addi- 
ernment for the year 1812.” together with the | tional force, passed on the 12th day of April, 
amendments reported thereto by the select com- | 1808,” and it was ordered to the third reading. 
mittee ; and having agreed in part tothe amend-| The bill, entitled “An att for the relief of Cap- 
ments, the President reported the bill to the House | tain Selah Benton,” was read the third time and 
amended accordingly. passéd, 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third The bill, entitled “An aet making appropria- 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af-| tions for the support of the Navy of the United 
firmative. States for the year 1812,” was read the third time, 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | and passed. 

Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of | The, bill, entitled “An act making appropria- 
the Board of Commissioners west of Pearl river.’ | tions for the support of the Military Establishment! 
And on motion, by Mr. Crawrorp, it was referred | of the United Bates for the year 1812,” was read 
to a select committee, to consider and report | the third time. 
thereon; and Messrs. Crawrord,.Greaa, and} The bill entitled “An act to establish a land 
Worrtainaron, were appointed the committee. | district in the Illinois Territory, east of the dis- 


trict of Kaskaskia, and to attach certain public 
Monpay, February 17. lands ‘to the district of Jeffersonville,” was read 


Mr. Reep, from the committee to whom was | He third time, and passed. 
referred the bill, entitled “An act supplementary | ,.,-¢ Senate resamed the third reading of the 
to ‘An act to raise, for a limited time, an addi- bill, entitled “An act making appropriations jfor 
tionalmilitary force,’ passed on the 12th day of the support of Government for the year 1812. 
Apnil, 1808,”¥eported it without amendment. _On motion, by Mr. Anperson,.to amend the 

he Sehate resumed, as in Committee of the | bill, by unanimous consent, by striking out the 

Whole, the consideration of the bill,entitled “An | following words, lines 129 and 130 of the printed 
act making appropriations for the support of the | bill, “eight thousand six hundred and eighty-five,” 
Navy of the nited States for the year 1812;” | for the purpose of mserting, in liew thereof, “ nine 
and it'was ordered to the third reading. thousand four hundred and twenty :” it was ob- 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | jected to as against the rule. 
‘Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An | Oa motion, by Mr. ANpERSOn, the bill was re- 
act'making appropriations for the support of the | committed to a select/commitiee, further to con- 
Military Establishment of the United States for | sider and reportthereon ; and Messrs. AnpeRsON. 
the year 1812 ;” and ‘it was ordered to the third |Goopricn, and Tair, were appointed the com- 
reading. mittee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the} . Mr. ANpDeRson, from the committee last men- 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of | tioned, reported the bill amended. 
Captain Selah Benton ;” and it was ordered to} Mr. Lioyp asked and obtained leave to bring in 
the third reading. ik a bill to alter the times of holding the cireuit courts 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | of the first circuit,and the bill was read ; and, by 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An | unanimous consent the second time ; and referred 
act to establish a land district in the Illinois Ter- | to a select committee,-to consider and report 
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thereon; and Messrs, Ltoyp, Currs, and Hun- 
TER, were appointed the co mmittee. 





Wepnespay, February 19, 


The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to ‘An 
act to raise, for alimited time, am additional mili- 
tary foree, passed on the 1th day of April, 1808,” 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The Senate resamed, as in Committee of the 


act making appropriations for the support of Goy- 
ernment ‘for the year 1812,” together with the 
amendment reported thereto by the seleet com- 
mittee, and the amendmenf was agreed to, and 


further amendments were proposed. Whereupon, 


- on motion, by Mr. Tart, the further consideration 


of the bill was postponed until to-morrow, 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury, undér the direction of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to purchase of .Wins- 
low Lewis his patent right to the new and im- 
proved method of lighting light-houses, and for 
other purposes ;” in which they request the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Worraineton, from the-committee ap- 
pointed to inquire if any, and what, further pro- 
visions or alterations are necessary in the laws of 
the United States for the sale of public lands, re- 
ported a bill making further provision for the sale 
of public lands; and the bill was read, together 
witha report made by Mr. Worthington on behalf 
of the cominittee, on the subject-matter of the said 
bill. ‘The bill was ordered to the second reading. 

Mr. Reep, from the committee to whom was 
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are left to. penury and want, and praying that in 
consideration of Revolutionary services of her 
late husband, Congress will grant her relief ; and 
the petition was read, and referred to a sclect 
committee, to consider and report thereon by 
bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Lioyo,; Brap.ey, 
and CRAWFORD, Were appointed the committee. 
A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act to alter the time of Kolding 
the circuit-courts of the United States at Knox- 
ville, in the district of East Tennessee, in the 
State of Tennessee,” in which they request the 


! eoncurrence of the Senate. 


The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 
The Senate résumed, as in Committee of the 


| Whole; the bill, entitled “An act making appropri - 


ations for.the support of Government for the year 
1812 ;” and the President reported the bill to the 
House amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr. Luoyp. from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill in addition to. the Military Es- 
tablishment of the United States, reported it 
amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Bran vey, it was agreed 
that the bill, entitled “An act to authorize a de- 
tachment from the militia of the United States,” 
be postponed to, and be made the order of the day 
for, to-morrow. 





Frivay;¥February 21. 


The Presipent communicated a reportfrom the 
Secretary for the Department of War, in obedi- 
ence to the fifth section of an act,entitied “An act 


referred the bill, entitled “An act to authorize a | to provide for the erecting and repairing of arsen- 
detachment from the militia of the United States,” | als and magazines, and for other purposes ;” and 


reported it amended. 





Tuurspay, February 20. 


The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, ubder the direction of the 
President of the United States, to purchase of 
Winslow Lewis his patent right to the new and 
improved method of lighting light-houses, and for 
other purposes,” was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. LLoyp, ANDERSON, 
and Howe tu, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Pope presented the petition of Lewis Gex 
O’Cousier and others, praying the. interposition 
of Government for their encouragement in the 
cultivation of the vine, as is stated at large in the 
petition; which was read, and referred toa select 
committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise; and Messrs. Pors, Tarr, and Grea, 
were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Luioyp presented the petition of Mary 
Nicholson, widow of the late Commodore Sam- 
uel Nicholson, stating that, by the death of her 
husband, she, together with her two daughters, 


the report was read. 

The bill making further provision for the sale 
of public lands was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act to alter the time of 
holding the circuit courts of the United States at 
Knoxville, in the district of Kast Tennessee, in 
the State of Tennessee,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. CAMPBELL 
of Tennessee, Bisz,and Worrustncron, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 

| amendments to the bill, entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the support of Government for 
the year 1812,” correctly engrossed ; and the bill 
was read the third time as. amended, and passed. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act concerning the 
Naval Establishment,” reported it. with ameénd- 
ments, together with sundry documents explana- 
tory of the amendments; and, on motion, the 
further consideration thereof was postponed to, 
and made the order of the day for, Wednesday 
next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
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Whole, the bill in addition to the Military Estab- | ineton, Brapvey, and Greae, were appointed the 
lishment of the United States, together with the | committee. y oe 
amendments reported thereto by the select com-| Mr. Brav.ey, from the committee to whom 
mittee; and, having agreed to the. amendments, | was referred the petition of the President and Di- 
the President reported the bill to the House ac- | rectors of the ‘Washington Canal Company, re- 
cordingly. — rted .a bill to garry into effect an act of the 

On. the auestion, Shall this bill be engrossed | legislature of the State of Maryland ; and the bill 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- | was read, and passedeto the second reading. 
miued in the affirmative. Mr. Luoyp, from the committee to whom was 

A means froma the House of Representatives | referred the bill, entitled “ An act to authorize 
informed the Senate that the House have passed | the Secretary of the Treasury, under the direc- 
a bill, entitled “ An act concerning the levy court | tion of the President of the United States, to pur- 
of the county of Washington, in the ‘District of | chase of Winslow Lewis his patent right to the 
Columbia ;” a bill, entitled “ An act giving fur- | new and improved method of lighting light-hous- 
ther time for registering claims*to land in the | es, and for other. purposes,” reported it amended. 
western district. of the Territory of. Orleans;”| Mr. Bayaro, from the committee to whom was 
also,.a bill, entitled “An .act supplementary to |-referred the bill establishing a land office, reported 
‘An act making provision for arming and equip- |it amended. . _ , 

ing the whole body of the militia of the United | A message from the House of Represensatives 

ates ;”” in which bills they request the concur- | informed the Senate that the House have passed 
rence of the Sehate. They also coneur in the | a bill, entitled, “ An act to incorporate the Trus- 
bill, entitled “An act.fur the relief of Thomas }; tees of the Georgetown Lancaster School Socie- 


OQ’Bannon.” ty 7? a bill, entitled ‘ An act for the relief of the 
The three bills last brought up for concurrence | officers and soldiers whd served in the late cam- 
were read, and passed to the second reading. paign on the Wabash.;” also, a bill, entitled “ An 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | act sdpplementary to ‘An act providing for the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act to authorize a | accommodation of the General Post Office and 
detachment from the militia of the United States,” | Patent Office, and for other purposes ;” in which 
together. with the amendments reported. thereto | bills they request the concurrence of the Senate. 
by the select committee. The three bills last- brought up for concurrence 

On motion, by Mr. Brapuey, to strike out the | were read, and passed to the second reading. 
first section. of the bill, it was agreed that thefur- | . The bill, enutled “An act supplementary to 
ther consideration of the bill be postponed to, and.| ‘An act making provision for armiog and equip- 
be made the order of the day for, Monday next. | ping the whole body of the militia of the United 

Qn motion, by Mr. Lioyp, the report of the | States,” was read the second time, and referred to 
Secretary of the-Navy ofthe 3d instant, contain- | a select committee, to consist of five members, to 
ing the name, rank,-pay, and rations, of each | consider and report thereon; and Messrs. Pops, 
commissioned officer and midshipman belonging | Bayarp, Greco, Lioyp, and Braptey, were ap- 

.to the Navy of the United States, respectively, be | pointed the committee. 
referred to a select committee, to considér and re-| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
port thereon. Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act to authorize a 

Messrs. LLoyp, Crawrorp, and Bravtpy, were | detachment from the militia of the United States,” 
appointed the committee. together with the amendments reported thereto 
by the select committee, and the motion to strike 

out the first section. And, after debate, the Sen- 
ate adjourned. 





' Monpay, February 24. 


Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
' bill in addition to the Militaty’ Establishment of 
the United States correctly engrossed ; and. the 
bill was read. the third time, and was. amended by. 
unanimous consent, and passed, 

On motion, by Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, the 
title thereof was amended as follows: “ An act 
to establish a quartermaster’s department, and for 
other purposes.” 

The bill, entitled “ An act coneerning the levy 
court of the county of Washington, in the, Dis- 
triet of Columbia,” was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee, to consider and re- 
port thereon ; and Messrs. Brap.ey, Bayarp, and 
BRENT, wefe appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled * An act giving further time 
for registering claims to Jand in the Western dis- 
trict of the Territory of Orleans,” was read the 
seeond time, and referred to a select committee, to 
consider and report thereon; and Messrs. WorTH- 





Tuespay, February 25. 


The bill, entitled “An act to incorporate the 
Trustees of the Georgetown Lancaster School 
Society,” was read the second time, and referred 
to'a select committee, to consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs. Horsey, Bayarp, and 
HonrTeRr, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to 
‘An act providing for the’ accommodation of the 
Genera] Post Office‘and Patent Office, and for 
other purposes,’ was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs: Brapipy, Greaa, 
and Howe LL, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the 
officers and soldiers who served in the late cam- 
paign on the. Wabash,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 


ene LOL LL LLL LLL ALL LLL = 


Sid Ane aS 


129 


Fesr 


sider 
DERS¢ 
mitte 
Th 
gislat 
secon 
of po: 
for, F 


Who 
one 
toget 
by th 
motic 
mitte 





| mem! 


and N 


- and \ 


infor: 
a bill 
sum | 
They 
ing | 
State 
the c 


to the 


Sec 
the 





2 
4 
3 


129 


Fesrvary, 1812. 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. Pops, AN- 
person, and Biss, were appointed the’ com- 
mittee. 

The bill to carry into effect an act of the Le- 

islature of the State of Maryland, was read the 
second time, and the further consideration there- 
of postponed’to, and made the order of the day 
for, Friday next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act to authorize a 
detachment from the militia of the United States,” 
together with the amendments reported thereto 
by the select committee; and, after debate, on 
motion, by Mr, Braptey, the bill was recom- 
mitted to a select committee, to consist of five 
members, further to consider and report thereon ; 
and Messrs. Brapiey, Pore, Crawrorp, Reep, 
and VARNUM, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act authorizing a loan for a 
sum not exceeding eleven millions of dollars.” 
They have also passed a joint resolution respect- 
ing the arts and manufactures of the United 
States; in which bill and resolution they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill and resolution were read, and passed 
to the second reading. 





Wepnespay, February 26. 


The joint resolution respecting the arts and 
manufactures of the United States was read the 
second time, and referred to a select committee, 
to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
Greco, Crawrorp, and Lioyp, were appointed 
the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing a loan 
for a sum not exceeding eleven millions of dol- 


lars,” was read the second time, and referred to | 


a select committee, to consider and report there- 
on; and Messrs. Luoyp, Crawrorp, and Tarr, 
were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Campse.t, of Ohio, presented the petition 
of Samuel Brown, formerly of Massachusetts, 
and now of Ohio, stating that, whilst in the ser- 


vice of the United States, in the Revolutionary | 


war, he was taken prisoner by the British at 
Quebec; that he hath not received any pay or 
rations for the time he’was so in captivity, and 
that his claim therefor is now barred by the 
statute of limitation; and praying relief. And 
the petition was read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
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of Winslow Lewis his patent right to the new 
and improved method of lighting light-houses, 
and for other purposes,” together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee ; 
and, having agreed to the amendments, the Presi- 
dent reported the bill to the House accordingly. 
| On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

On motion, by Mr. Worraincron, the con- 
| sideration of the bill, making further provision 
for the sale of public ands, was made the order 
of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. Biss, from the committee appointed on 
the subject, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
and William Streshly; and the bill was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 





Tuurspay, February 27. 


Mr. Braptey, from the committee to whom 
| was referred the bill, entitled “An act supple- 
| mentary. to ‘An act providing for the accommo- 
| dation of the General Post Office and Patent 
| Office, and for other purposes,” reported it with- 
| out amendment, and the bill was ordered to the 

third reading. 

Mr. Pops, fromthe committee to whom was 

referred the bill, entitled “An act for the benefit 
| of Christopher Miller,” reported it without amend- 
| ment; and the further consideration thereof was 
| postponed until to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas and William 

Streshly was read the second time, and the fur- 
| ther consideration thereof postponed to, and made 
| the order of the day for, Monday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
/a joint resolution authorizing the President of 
the Senate and Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for the time being, to grant the use 
of the books of the library of Congress to the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of the United States; 
}in which they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

On motion, by Mr. Luioyp, the joint resolution 
last mentioned was read three times by unani- 
mous consent; and was then concurred in. 

Mr. Pore, from the committee to whom the 
| subject was referred, reported a bill for the relief 
|of the representatives of Samuel Lapsley, de- 

ceased ; and the bill was read, and passed to the 
| second reading. 





Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 


Whole, the bill establishing a land office, together | amendments to the bill, entitled “An act to au- 
with the amendments reported thereto by the | thorize the Secretary of the Treasury, under the 
select committee; and, having agreed to the | direction of the President of the United States, 
amendments, the President reported the bill to | to purchase of Winslow Lewis his patent right 
the House accordingly. |to the new and improved method of lighting 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed | light-houses, and for other purposes,” correctly 
and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- | engrossed ; and the bill was read the third time 
mined in the affirmative. | as amended, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Mr. Gitman, from the committee, also reported 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act to authorize the | the bill establishing a. land office correctly en- 
Secretary of the Treasury, under the direction of | grossed ; and the bill was read the third time. 
the President of the United States, to purchase | esolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
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thereof be “An act for the establishment of.a 
General Land Office in the Department of the 
Treasury.” | 


INCREASE OF THE NAVY. | 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An_ 
act concerning the Naval Establishment,” toge- 
ther with the amendments reported thereto by | 
“the select committee. 

_Mr. Lioyp.—Mr. President, the amendments 
posed by the committee to whom this bill has 
Seas referred, having- been gone through with, I 
now beg leave to offer a new one, by an additional 
section, to the following effect:, 

“ Be it further enacted, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause 
to be built as speedily as may be, on the most approved 
model, frigates, not exceeding thirty-six guns each ; 
and that a sum not exceeding dollars be, and the 
same is hereby appropriated for building the said frig- 
ates, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated.” 

It is my intention, sir, to move for twenty hew 
frigates ; but the number I have left blank, in or- 
der, should the Senate be favorably disposed to 
an increase of the Navy, and disagree with me 
as to the degree of that increase, they might reg- 
ulate the number at their pleasure. 

Sir, I have been induced to offer this amend- 
ment from an impulse of duty towards my more 
immediate constituents, and also from a sense of 
the obligation imposed upon me, however feebly 
I may beable to respond to it, in the honorable 
station in which I am placed, to endeavor to the 
extent of my-ability to support the dignity, pro- 
tect the rights, and advance the best interests of 
the United States. Sir, I trust the amendment 
under consideration, if adopted, would have a:re- 
lation, and a favorable relation, to all these ob- 
jects. 

If it be not the determination of the Govern- 
ment to engage in an open, actual, efficient war ; 
to place the nation in such a complete state of 
preparation as may avert war, from our state of 
readiness to’meet it; then the measures of the 

resent session, those of filling up the existing 

ilitary Establishment, and hank adding to it 
between six and seven thousand men, that of en- 
_ listing a standing army of twenty-five thousand 
men to serve for five years, unless sooner dis- 
charged-——of providing for the employment of 
fifty thousand volunteers, and of holding in read- 
iness one hundred thousand of the militia, would 
be not only inexcusable, but nearly treasonable ; 
as they would in such case, without any adequate 
object, impose severe and heavy burdens upon 
the people of the United States, from which years 
of the highest degree of prosperity would not 
relieve them. But, sir, I am bound to believe, 
that, unless redress be obtained, it is the determi- 
nation of the Government of the United States 
to enter into an actual, vigorous, real war, or at 
any rate to put the nation into a perfect state of 
readiness to commence it, should it be necessary ; 
and in either of these cases, an efficient naval 








sess en se 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Increase of the Navy. 





132 


Fepruary, 1812. 
force is as indispensable, nay much more indis- 
pensable, than a land force. 

A few dayssince there was exhibited to the Sen. 
atean account of sales of three hundred and eighty 
hogsheads of tobacco.anda parcel of cotton, recently 
disposed of in the dominions of his Majesty the 
Emperor of France, who professes so much affec- 
tion for the United States,from which it appeared 
that the tobacco, which cost with the charges 
near $20,000, was not only totally sunk to the ad- 
venturers, but involved them in an additional loss 
for the payment of the expenses of near oné thou- 
sand dollays more—of the cotton, fifteen-sixteenth 

atts were also sunk. Nor did this arise froma 

d state of markets, the hazard of which mer- 
chants must always take, for the markets were 
unpreeedently bigh. The tobacco, whiclk could 
have been bought in the United States from 2} 
to 5 dollars per. cwt, sold at twenty dollars-—and 
the cotton, which could have been purchased 
at ten cents, sold at fifty cents the pound. The 
loss arose solely from the perfidy and rapacity 
of the French’ Government, in seizing upon the 
greater part of both the adventures, under a pre- 
tence for the payment of duties, which it shifts 
ad libitum as suits either its avarice or caprice, 
or promulgates, or withholds as best answers its 
purposes, a 

Sir, you will remark that these accounts of sale 
bear date July 15, only eight days antecedent to 
the information communicated to the American 
Government by Mr. Serrurier, in his letter to Mr 
Monroe of July 23, 1811, in which he states, tha: 
“ the introduction of tobacco is not prohibited in 
‘France—it forms the first object of culture ot 
* some of the States of the Union, and His Majesty 
‘ having an equal interest in the prosperity of all, 
‘ desires that the relations of commerce should be 
‘common to all parts of the Federal territory.” 
Yes, sir, this is indisputably the sort of interes: 
which His Majesty is pleased to take in the com- 
merce of the United States, and this the sort o! 
benefit, which he, without doubt, would delight to 
render common to ali parts of the Federal terri- 





tory. 

This information was given in too authentic a 
shape to admit of its being questioned; it came 
from one of the most respectable mercantile houses 
in the country, composed of Federalists,* and was 
made known to you by an honorable member o! 
the Senate from aly ne (Mr. Samira, ) of oppo- 
site politics, and who has long in some sort beeu 
considered or respected as the commercial organ o! 
this House, if not of the Government. When these 
facts were stated, the colleague of the gentleman 
(Mr. Reep,) with the manly frankness of a soldier. 
of a man who, in the times which tried men’s souls, 
devoted himself both soul and body to the service 
of his country—who entered your Army at th: 
commencement, and continued in it to the term:- 
nation of the Revolutionary war, with great use- 
fulness to the public and reputation to himself— 
with that integrity which characterizes him, after 
giving vent to the honest indignation of his heart 





*Messrs. Robert Gilmore & Sons, of Baltimore. 
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in a phillipic against the Emperor of France, 
which I shall not repeat, but which was as well 
placed as it was justly merited ; he asked, “ if this 
was to be the state of your commerce after a war 
with Great Britain, what in the name of God 
were you goingto war for?” His colleague (Mr. 
SmitH) rose immediately and said, this was not 
to be a war for commerce ; it would be absurd to 
suppose the nation was now going to war for com- 
merce—commerce had been abandoned long ago, 
the trade to France was worth nothing; and if 
the Orders in Council were off to-morrow, if the 
same system contiaued, the trade to France would 
be worth nothing. This was to be a war for 
honor—we are now going to fight for our honor! 

Yes, sir, part of this is too true, commerce has 
been abandoned, commerce has been made the 
scape-goat, on whose back have been piled all the 
crudities and follies of mistaken theory and vision- 
ary speculation, and thus laden, she has been sent 
adrift into the wilderness to be lacerated by every 
briar or bramble, that could rob her of her coat, 
or plant a thorn in ber carcass.. No country on 
earth, in the same period of time, and under sim- 
ilar circumstances, ever reaped one half the bene- 
fits from commerce which have been experienced 
by the United States. Without adverting to 
the effect it has had on the extension and embel- 
ishment of your populous cities—without ad- 
verling to the encouragement it has offered to 
your agriculture and to the settlement of your 
wilderness, which has been made to blossom 
like the rose, and in all which it has been ina 
high degree instrumental—look at the records of 
the Treasury, and you will there see, that com- 
merce has put into your public coffers, during the 
short period that has intervened since the adop- 
tion of the Federal Constitution, two hundred 
millions of dollars—a sum nearly three times as 
great as the national debt of the United States, 


the price of your independence, as it was funded | 


at the commencement of the Federal Government. 
Sir, this is what commerce has done for you— 
what have you done for commerce ? 

Ip the year 1793, when Great Britain depreda- 
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the Mediterranean ; this ought to have been con- 
sidered as the germ of your future maritime great- 
ness: the good conduct and bravery of that squad- 
ron, and the self-immolation of some of its offi- 
cers, spread the renown of your naval prowess to 
all quarters of the civilized globe. What did you 
in thisinstance? At the moment when victory 
had perched upon your standard—when you 
might have exhibited the interesting spectacle of 
the infant Government of the United States hold- 
ing in subjugation one of the Powers of Barbary, 
to whom all Europe had been subservient—at this 
moment, when conquest was completely within 
your grasp—civil agency stepped in—the laurel 
was torn from the brow of as gallant a chieftain 
as ever graced the plains of Palestine, and we ig- 
nominiously consented to pay a tribute, where we 
might have imposed one. 

Then came the Louisiana convention; in which, 
after purchasing a disputed title to a Territory, 
and paying double what any other nation weeks 
have given for it, we were permitted by France 
to put our hands in our pockets and take out three 
millions of dollars more to pay to our own citi- 
zens their claims for property which she had 
plundered from them. How was this conducted ? 
Much in the same sort of spirit in which it was 
begun. Those of the claimants who were on the 
spot, or who had efficient agents there, who well 
understood the avenue to the back stairs; who 
could delude others, and purchase for a song 
claims they were sure of having allowed; who 
could intrigue well, bribe well, and swear well, 
got fortunes; while the honest unsuspecting mer- 
chant, confiding in the correctness of his claim, 
and the integrity of his own conduct, got noth- 
ing; and, very probably, some of the latter may 
now be seen wandering as beggars through the 
streets of your populous cities, te pavement of 
which is made to echo, by the rattling of the 
chariot wheels cf those who have defrauded them. 

After this, you had the Berlin decree, the Or- 
ders in Council, the Milan decree, the Rambouil- 
let decree, the depredations of Spain, the robbe- 
ries even of the renegado black chief of St. Do- 


ted upon your commerce, you had a man at the! mingo, and the unprovoked and still continued 
head of your Government who fought no battles | plunder of Denmark,a nation of pirates from their 
with paper resolutions, nor attempted to wage /| origin. What cause of complaint has Denmark, 
war with commercial restrictions, although they | or:ever had Denmark, against us? Her most 
were then pressed upon him. He caused it to be| fond and speculative. maritime pretensions we 
distinctly and with firmness made known to Great | have willingly espoused, and yet she continues 
Britain, that if she did not both cease to violate | daily to capture and coademn our vessels and 
our rights, and make us reparation for the wrongs | cargoes, and contemptuously tells us, that the 
we had sustained—that young and feeble as we | Government of the United States is too wise to 
then were, just in the gristle, and stepping from | go to war for a few merchant ships. And this 
the cradle of infancy, we would try the tug of| we bear from a people as inferior to the United 
war with her. What was the consequence? Her | States in all the attributes of national power or 
depredations were stopped—we made a treaty | greatness, as I am inferior to Hercules. Yes, sir, 
with her, under which we enjoyed a high degree | commerce has been abandoned, else why prohibit 
of prosperity. Our claims were fairly heard, | your merchants from bringing the property, toa 
equitably adjudged, and the awards were honora- | large amount, which they have fairly purchased 
bly and punctually paid to the sufferers. In this | and paid for, into the ports of our country, else 


instance you did something for commerce. 

Next came the war with Tripoli—the Barbary 
States preyed upon our commerce-~you deter- 
mined toresist,and despatched a small squadron to 


| why, by this exclusion, perform the double ope- 
ration of adding to the resources of the enemy 
you are going to war with and impoverishing 
your own citizens. 
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Yes, sir, the gentleman from Maryland is right, 

but he has no especial reason of complaint; from 
his situation and standing, he should naturally 
have been the guardian and protector of com- 
merce in this House; he should have raised his 
powerful voice in her favor; he should have 
opened his arms for her protection. He did raise 
his voice, but for merely her extinction, not for 
her encouragement; he did open his arms, but 
he gave her the clasp of death, not that of pro- 
tection. The embargo, the enforcing act, the 
non-intercourse act, the non-importation act, and 
all that ill-omened brood of measures, number 
that gentleman among their patrons and sup- 
porters. 

Yes, sir, commerce has been abandoned, “ de- 
serted in her utmost need, by those her former 
‘bounty fed.” Yes, sir, she has been abandoned. 
She has been left as a wreck upon a strand, or as 
a derelict upon the waters of the ocean, to be 
burnt, sunk, or plundered,*by any great or puny 
assailant who could man an oar, or load a swivel 
for her annoyance. 

What was the leading object of the adoption 
of the Federal Constitution in the Northern parts 
of the Union? Most emphatically, it was for 
the protection of commerce. What was the sit- 
uation of some branches of our commerce then ? 
And what is it,now? Look at the statement 
which was laid upon our tables about a fortnight 

st, and taken from the returns of the Treasury. 
What effect has it had-upon our fisheries, which 
were so nobly and successfully contended for by 
the American Commissioners who settled the 
Treaty of 1783; which, for a time. .suspended 
that Tera and which, both the duplicity and 
intrigue of France and the interest of England, 
strove to deprive us of—of our fisheries, which 
were then corfSidered, and still ought to be con- 
sidered, as a main sinew of our strength, and 
a nursery for our seamen ? 


In the year 1791, when we were just emerging 
from a chaos of confusion, the export of dried 
fish was of the value, as then esti- 
mated,of- - - - = — = $1,200,000 
In the year 1811, it had diminished 


_ nearly one-half, and was only - 757,000 
The whale fishery, in oil and bone, in 

1791,gave - -. = - + 196,480 
In 1811, it had fallen off nearly two- 

thirds,and wasonly - -— - 78,000 


This is the state of our fisheries, which apply 
to the Northern States, after twenty years opera- 
tion of the Government. 


Let us observe now the export of vegetable 
food, in which other parts of the Union are more 
deeply interested. It is worthy of attention, and 
I shall notice a series of years. 


In 1791, the export of vegetable food 

amounted to - - - - - $4,640,000 
Ie ss. = nm ww 
In 1804. - + - -+ + + 12080,684 
In 1805 - - + - = _— + 11,752,000 
mG + ce on) 6} Ue) we SO 
In i807 - - - - + — = 14,432,000 
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In 1808, the unfortunate embargo year, 
which did not commence, however, 
_ until nearly three months of the 


custom-house year had elapsed = - 
In 1809 - + oA Te - 8,750,000 
SANGIN chy A Re ew oe piece, 10,780 000 


In 1811, the last year, amid all our 
privations and embarrassments, it 
exceeded the export of any former 
year since the first settlement of the 
country, and amounted up to twice 
the export of the preceding year, to 20,391,000 


And, the present year, the crops present a vast- 
ly more abundant harvest than the country ever 
before produced, witha glorious market to carry 
it to, not afforded, however, by France, for, of our 
vegetable export, she takes scarcely any ; but a 
market furnished almost exclusively’ by Great 
Britain for her own supply, and that of the coun- 
tries under her possession. 

Now, if it has been shown that, if the Orders 
in Council were off to-morrow, you could get no 
new market for the great staple of the country, 
cotton; and it has been also shown, that the ex- 
port of wheat, flour, and vegetable products, was 
never anything near so great as at present ; let 
the farmers and planters of New York, Pennsy!- 
vania, Maryland, Virginia, and the Western 
States, tell what they are going to war for ? 

Look at the same statement for the situation of 
the export of our domestic manufactures : 


In 1791, the exportation of domestic manufac- 


tures, amounted to* -~— - - $600,000 
In 1811, notwithstanding the restric- 
tions, to - - - - - - 2,062,000 


Having increased more than three times since 
seventeen hundred and ninety-one,and giving also 
to the manufacturers a larger export than in any 
former year, in addition to their having, in many 
articles, the entire supply of the home market ; 
thus affording to the manufacturers a much great- 
er degree of encouragement than they ever before 
experienced. Let the manufacturers of Phila- 
delphia, and other parts of the Union, also tell, 
then, what are they going to war for? If this be 
the situation of our domestic manufactures, and 
if our agriculture is in a high state of prosperity, 
except for a few articles which a war would not 
improve the demand for, and commerce is aban- 
doned, it must follow, if we go to war, we must, 
as has been stated, go to war for our honor. 

Well, sir, this is a noble theme, perhaps, a boon 
worth contending for; it is the fruitful parent of 
many virtues ; it is the germ of whatever adorns 
and sanctifies urbanity, courtesy, and confidence, 
in polished life. The honorable gentleman from 
Maryland, in the fervor of his imagination, pos- 
sibly may think, 

«It were an easy task, 

To pluck bright honor from the pale-faced moon, 

Or dive into the bottom of the deep, 

Where fathom line ne’er sounded, 

And fetch up drowned honor by the locks ; 

So he that brought her thence 

Might, without co-rival, wear all her dignities.” 
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Sir, the feeling, if it exist, is creditable to him ; 
but I can assure him, if this be a contest for hon- 
or, he will not alone “fetch up drowned honor 


» by the locks,” nor “without co-rival, wear all 


her dignities.” In this contest, ten thousand gal- 
lant spirits will start with him in the race; ten 
thousand other gallant spirits will struggle with 
him for the goal. 

Where the fugitive has been for the last twelve 
years, I know “not; but whether she has been 
drinking salt and bitter tears in the fathomless 
caves of ocean, or wandering an outcast, desert- 
ed and forlorn, among the wilds beyond the West- 
ern mountains, itis equally our duty to welcome 
her return; we should consider it as the harbin- 
ger of better times—as the morning star of a new 
day—we should make it a jubilee for the nation. 
The tutelary genius of America should receive 
her with open arms; should endeavor to make 
her teach us, in the high-wrought language of 
one of our native bards, to attempt, once again, 


* Amid our own stars, 

To inscribe a nation’s name.” 
And in a war for honor, in the words of the same 
poet, over whose tomb the cypress has recently 
been suspended, should make us remember, as 
regards more than one Power, that 
“ Base submission, inviting both indignity and plunder, 
Like a worm, kills the oak that could have braved the 

thunder.” 


But, sir, it is more especially the part of honor 
to discriminate, to draw even nice ¢istinctions— 
against whom. then, should commence this war 
of honor ? Most unquestionably, in the first in- 
stance, against France. For, let me ask you, sir, 
without going far back, when General Turreau 
wrote his most insolent letter to the American 


‘Government, demanding an interdiction of the 


trade to St. Domingo, and you complied with it, 
where was your honor? When France under- 
took to deprive you of one of your most essen- 
tial rights of sovereignty, and to declare war for 
you ; to state that you were at war, and she would 
so consider you ; and you remained quiet—where 
was your honor? When shertold you that you 
were a nation without policy, without spirit, and 
without principle; that you were inferior to.any 
assembly of the colony of Jamaica, and we still 
courted her—where was your honor? When she 
plunders, sinks, burns, and destroys, our vessels 
and cargoes; when she manacles and impresses 
our seamen, and marches them, like galley slaves, 
through her. territories, and we only complain, 
that these are “the most distressing modes by 
which belligerents can exercise force in opposi- 
tion to right”—where is our honor? 

When we submit to that most infamous of all 
decrees—the Rambouillet decree, issued in May, 
1810, to take place from March, 1809, by which 
a large amount of American property was seized, 
and never has been restored, under the pretence 
of balancing seizures in the United States which 
never existed—where is our honor ? 
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when we were convinced of the fairness of the 
title, and took possession of it—when we put our 
doings on our own statute book, and promulgated 
them to the world—when we had done this, and 
observe a frown lowering upon the brow of an 
apostate Bishop, a wanderer from his country and 
his God—and we shrunk from a possession which 
we still claim—where was our honor? This is 
the foulest stain on the annals of your history ; 
and, if the title be a fair one, the whole military 
foree of the United States, if necessary, should 
be put in requisition to wipe it away, and to pos- 
sess and defend the country in question. 

Sir. when Mr. Serrurier told us, in his letter of 
the 23d of July last, that. His Majesty the Em- 
peror of France, having an equal imterest in all 
“of the States, desires that the relations of com- 
merce should be common to all parts of the Fed- 
eral territory’—when we were told this to our 
teeth, at the very moment, or shortly before, 
when the whole of New England, possessing half 
the seacoast, and nearly half the tonnage of the 
United States, was under the ban of his empire, 
under a bull of excommunication, and not per- 
mitted to ship to the value of a single cent of co- 
lonial produce to his empire, while permissions 
were given to New York, to Charleston, and, for 
aught I know, to Baltimore, and we made no 
reply, where was our honor ? 

Sir, I do not complain of the fact, but of the 
delusion with which we are perpetually shuffled ; 
no, sir; On the contrary, so long as France pur- 
sues her present system of conduct toward us, I 
want no Intercourse with her; would to God, so 
long as she thus treats us, there were a Chinese 
wall extending from the foundations of the great 
deep to the third Heavens, all round her empire, 
if such a one were necessary, to cut off all com- 
munication between her and us, until she is bet- 
ter disposed to do us justice. 

Thus, sir, although France unquestionably 
should be the first object of attack, yet adhering 
to the Republican principle, that the will of the 
majority, legally expressed, must govern, and the 
nation will not go to war with France, but will 
engage in a war with Great Britain; I am ready 
to admit that, in a war for honor, yow have cause 
enough for war against Great Britain. 

I am no partisan of Britain in opposition to the 
interest or feelings of my own country. When 
one of her navy officers inflicted that most out- 
rageous insult upon us—the attack upon the 
Chesapeake—there was not a man in the nation 
who would have been willing to have gone fur- 
ther in anything, cursing and boasting excepted, 
to avenge it, than myself. Nor did I ever con- 
tend for the sweeping, extended construction that 
was attempted to be given to her. principle of 
blockade. Both these points are, however, now 
happily adjusted; an atonement has been made 
and accepted for the attack on the Chesapeake, 
which it would be the part of petulance and cow- 
ardice to repine at, inasmuch as it would be a 
reproach on our own pusillanimity, for having 


When, after paying double the price which any | received what we ought not to have acceded to. 
other people would have given for a territory— | And the principle of blockade has been so expli- 
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citly laid down in the recent correspondence of 
Mr. Foster, in conformity with the established re- 
cognised law of nations, as to make future cavil 
with regard to it impossible. 

I derived no pleasure from the bitter sarcastic 
retorts of Mr. Canning—in my estimation much 
better adapted ‘to the flippant petulance of the tea- 
table, than to the bureau of a statesman. Nor 
was | gratified by the diplomatic mancuvring 
and evasions of the Marquis of Wellesley in re- 
gard to the appointment of a Minister to the 
United States, and a revocation of the Orders in 
Council, which, in my opinion, are equally inde- 
fensible in point of principle, whether they are 
attempted to be sappames on the ground of retal- 
jiation, cr that,of self-preservation. 

I once thought Great Britain was contending 
for her existence; that dream has now completely 
passed away. And, how is it possible that a third 
and neutral party can make itself a fair object of 
retaliation for measures which it did not counsel, 
which it did not approve, which militate strongly 
with its interests, which it is and ever has been 
anxiously desirous to remove, which it has resist- 
ed by every means in its power which it thought 
expedient to use—and, of these means, the Gov- 
ernment of the neutral party ought to be the sole 
judge; which it has endeavored to get rid of even 
at a great sacrifice! How is it possible that a 
neutral country, thus conducting, can make itself 
a fair object of retaliation for measures which it 
did not originate, which it could not prevent, and 
cannot control? The contrary doctrine may be 
contended for by the diplomatist in obedience to 
his instructions, by the statesman in conformity 
with what he considers the interestand the policy 
of his country; but that it should now be support- 
ed by any man of sober, unimpassioned mind, 
cap, to my perceptions, be accounted for, only 
from the existence of a prejudice as gross as ig- 
norance made drunk. 

Thus, sir, to my view, the Orders in Council 
are wholly unjustifiable, let them be bottomed 
either on the principle of retaliation or of self- 
preservation ; they might not be untenable, if 
they could rest, which they never could do, on a 
revocation, a bona fide virtual revocation of the 
French decrees; for every gazette from the sea- 
board furnishes damning evidence of their exist- 
ence; and almost eVery arrival in our ports 
showers upon us proofs as thick as hail-stones in 
a Summer’s storm. Among others, look at the 
ship General Eaton, taken when bound from 
London to Charleston, in ballast, exclusively 
American ; the memorial establishing the facts 
has been presented to the Senate by the gentle- 
man from New Hampsiiire, (Mr. Currs.) Look 
at the account of Captain Lefevre, who has just 
arrived at Norfolk, and whose vessel was burned 
at sea by a couple of French frigates that had 
sailed from France after the pretended abrogation 
of the French decrees, the captain of which told 
him he had orders to destroy all American vessels 
bound to or from a British port, but that if he 
cnppset a British vessel, a vessel of their open, 
acknowledged, inveterate enemy, he could give 
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her to Captain Lefevre, The frigates afterward 
did fall in with an English vessel, and the French 
captain humanely gave her to Captain Lefevre 
and his erew, who, by this means alone, reached 
the United States. 

Look at the case of the brig Julian, carried 
into Norway and acquitted after the peyment of 
costs, then again captured by a French privateer, 
and condemned for this, among other allegations: 
that if she were an American vessel, she was en- 
titled to be respected by Denmark, and to be re- 
leased without expense, and that the pervs of 
these costs, without which the whole property 
had been sacrificed in the first instance, was evi- 
dence of her being British property! 

Look at a case still more atrocious—the state- 
ment of which I hold in my hand, and which I 
have been requested to present. to the Senate. 
Its authenticity cannot be questioned ; it comes 
from a highly respectable merchant whom I per- 
sonally well know, (John Parker, Esq.,) and is 
supported by the process verbal, which I also 
have, and other evidence of the facts contained 
in it.. It is the case of the brig Catharine, Cap- 
tain Ockington, and, by the memorial, it appears 
that this vessel sailed from Boston on the tenth 
April, 1810, with a cargo consisting of coffee, su- 
gar, cocoa, dye-woods, and cotton, bound to Got- 
tenburg, in Sweden, and from thence to any other 
port in the Baltic, which on her arrival at Got- 
tenburg would appear to offer the most advanta- 
geous market, The vessel and.cargo were ex- 
clusively owned by American citizens, and were 
furnished with every document required by our 
laws, or by the laws and usages of, nations, in- 
cluding the most ample certificates from His 
Majesty the Eniperor of France. On her pas- 
sage to Gottenburg she was captured by a Danish 
privateer, and carried into Jahrsund, where, after 
a detention of ten months and five days, she was 
liberated, subject however to the payment of 
costs, on the ground that she was bona fide Amer- 
ican property, and had not contravened either 
the law of nations or the modern law set up by 
the Goversrent of France, and enforced under 
its influence and authority in other countries of 
the continent of Europe. 

Thus liberated, after so long a detention, and 
at an expense of more than four thousand dol- 
lars, and thus furnished with the opinion of a 
vigilant court that she was liable to no suspicion, 
the vessei departed from Jahrsund, and proceeded 
to Gottenburg, her original port of destination, 
where finding her cargo unsaleable, she proceeded 
for St. Petersburg, first stopping at Elsinore to 
pay the Sound daties, in order to. prévent any 
possible pretence, either that she availed herself 
of enemy’s convoy, or that she had made any 
attempt to elude the laws of Denmark; and 
having there complied with all the regulations 
both of France and Denmark, and having also 
had the good fortune to escape being visited 
by British cruisers, the vessel sailed from Elsi- 
nore to St. Petersburg, when, on the 3d of May, 
1811, she was captured by a French privateer, 
duly commissioned by the Emperor of France, 
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and carried into Dantzic. On her arrival at that 
port, she was put under the control of the Con- 
sul of France, and all her papers.were forcibly 
taken by the said Consul, and sent to Paris, in 
order that legal process might be there instituted 
against her. 

In unloading the cargo, the most illegal con- 
duct was adopted.’ Several of the crew‘ were 
impressed for the service of His Imperial Majes- 
ty, and impediments were thrown in the way of 
the supercargo, by withholding his passports near 
two months, although he had applied for them 
to the American Chargé d’Affaires, to prevent 
his getting to Paris to defend the vessel and car- 
go. Thus situated,.at a very early period the 
supercargo made known to Mr. Russell, the 
American Chargé d’Affairs at Paris, the circum- 
stances of the capture, who applied to the French 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and received assu- 
rances from him, that he had made a favorable 
report of ‘the case to the Emperor. Notwith- 
standing this perfect knowledge of the case, and 
the favorable report.of the Freneh Minister, the 
Council of Prizes, on the 10th day of September 
last, without hearing any plea or defence on be- 
half of the owners of the vessel and cargo, pro- 
ceeded to the condemnation of them both; in 
which, after reciting that the Catharine had been 
captured by the French armed ship the Jenne 
Adolphe, and that she had been libelled on the 
ground “that part of the cargo came from Span- 
ish and Portuguese colonies, and that, moreover, 
it consisted of colonial articles, whose importa- 
tion was prohibited by His Majesty’s decrees ;” 
that she had been captured by the Danes, and 
acquitted by the Danish courts, and that she had 
arrived at Goncaberg: in which port an English 
cutter Was then lying, but which had not hailed 
the Catharine; after reciting that another vessel 
had hailed her on her passage, the officers of 
which had spoken the English language; that 
the captain, supercargo, and mariners, had all 
concurred in these’ facts ; after reciting moreover 
a complete list of all the papers found on board 
the Catharine, which consisted of every docu- 
ment required by. the law of nations, and the 
modern usages of France, all certified by the 


French Consul at Boston; the Council of Prizes | 


proceeded to condemn both vessel and cargo, 
valued at eighty-five thousand dollars, on the 
following pretences, if even such: they may be 
called: that “the said brig had anchored at Got- 
tenburg, at which port there was an armed Eng- 
lish packet boat, and that this was an indication 
or proof—the cargo consisting also mostly of arti- 
cles of colonial produce—that the same was in 
the interest of the enemy’s commerce ; that there 
was no reason to believe that she entered the 
Baltic without convoy; and if she were not dis- 
turbed by the numerous vessels of the enemy, it 
was because she was an enemy’s ship under an 
American mask;” and they then proceeded to 
condemn both vessel and cargo, and. to decree 
that the capture was good and available. Thus, 
if an American vessel is cleared in a Danish 
court as being bona ‘fide neutral property, but 


subjected to the payment of costs, in a French 
court, the payment of these condemns her, be- 
cause she ought to have been released without 
them. 

If she has been met with going to, or coming 
from an English port, whether with a cargo or 
without, this is sufficient ground to capture or 
destroy her; if she has been spoken by a vessel 
from her own country in the English 5 do 
or has entered a port where an English vesse 
should be lying at anehor, which did notyeven 
pay her so much attention as to hail her, she is 
to be condemned ; if no proof is given that she 
took convoy, it is alleged that no proof is fur- 
nished that she might not have taken it; if she 
is visited by a British ship she is condemned; and 
if she has not been visited, nor molested, she is 
condemned, because her not being so disturbed is 
evidence she was in the interest of the enemy’s 
ecommerce! Nor has this been done by-an infe- 
rior court, or by subordimate agents. The con- 
demnation*of the Catharine and eargo was de- 
creed at Paris by the highest prize court on the 
10th September, and was confirmed by the Em- 
peror in person on the 14th, after a full knowl- 
edge of the cireumstances, and after a favorable 
decision on the case had been promised by the 
French Minister of Foreign Affairs. Thus, sir, 
is situated our commerce as it respects France 
and such is the evidence of the virtual actual 
repeal of her decrees. 

Still,.sir, if we are going to war with Great 
Britain, let it be a real, effectual, vigorous war. 
Give us a naval force. This is the sensitive 
chord you can touch, and which -would have 
more effect on her than ten armies. Give us 
thirty swift-sailing, well-appointed frigates ; they 
are better than seventy-fours ; two thirty-six-gun 
frigates can be built and maintained for the same 
expense as one seventy-four, and for purposes of 
annoyance for which we want them, they are 
better than two seventy+fours ; they are managed 
easier, Ought to sail faster, and can be navigated 
in shoal water. We do not want seventy-fours ; 
courage being equal, in line-of-battle ships, skill 
and experience will always insure success. We 
are not ripe for them; but butt-bolt the sides of 
an American to that of a British frigate, and 
though we should lose sometimes, we would win 
as often as we should lose, The whole history 
of the Revolutionary war, when we met at sea 
on equal terms, would bear testimony in favor of 
this opinion. Give us, then, this little fleet well 
appointed$ place your Navy Department under 
an able and spirited Administration; give tone 
to the service. Leta sentiment like the follow- 
ing precede every letter of instruction to the cap- 
tain of a ship of war—*Sir, the honor of the 
nation is in a degree attached to the flag of your 
vessel ; remember, that it may be sunk without 
disgrace, but can never be struck without dis- 
honor.” Do this; cashier every officer who strikes 
his flag, and you will soon have a good account 
of your Navy. This may be said to bea hard 
tenure of service; but, hard or easy, sir, embark 
in an actual, vigorous war, and in a few weeks, 
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perhaps days, I would engage completely to offi- 
eer your w ole fleet from New England alone. 
Give us this little fleet, and in a quarter part of | r 


the time you could operate upon her in any other 
way, we would bring her to terms with. you— 
not to your feet. No, Sir. Great Britain is, at 
present, the most colossal power the world ever 
witnessed, Her dominion extends from the ris- 
ing to the setting sun. Survey it fora moment. 
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As Great Britain wrongs us [ would fight her. 
Yet I should be worse than a barbarian did I not 
ejoice that the sepulchres of our forefathers, 
which are in) that country, would remain un- 
sacked, and their coffins rest undisturbed by the 
unhallowed rapacity of the Goths and Saracens 
of modern Europe. 

How then, sir, will it be asked, are we to ope- 
rate on a Power such as I have described? Let 


Commencing with the newly found continent of | us have these thirty frigates; she cannot block- 


New Holland, as she proceeds she embraces un- 


ade them; our coasts are in our favor; the ele- 


der her protection, or in her possession, the Phil- | ments are in our favor; from November to the 


ippine Islands, Java, ‘Sumatra; passes the coast 
of Malacca; rests for a short time fruitlessly to 
endeavor to number the countless millions of her 
subjeets in Hindostan ; winds into the sea of Ara- 
bia; skirts along the coasts of Coromandel and 
Ceylon; stops for a moment for refreshment at 
the Cape of Good. Hope; visits. her plantations 
of the Isles of France and. .Bourbon ; sweeps 
along the whole of the Antilles; doubles Cape 
Horn to protect her whalemen in the Northern 
and Southern Pacific oceans; crosses the Ameri- 
can continent from Queen Charlotte’s Sound to 
Hudson’s Bay; glancing in the passage at her 
colonies of the Canadas, Nova Scotia, and New 
Brunswick ; thence continves to Newfoundland, 
to look after and foster her fisheries, and then 


month of March, im the Northern States I mean, 
all the navies of all the world could not blockade 
them in our ports; with our inclement weather 
and northeast and southeast storms, and hazard- 


'ous shores, and tempestuous nerthwest gales, 


which afford the best chances to go off the coast, 
enemy ships of war-could not keep their stations, 
Divide these thirty frigates into six squadrons; 
place them in the northern ports ready. for sea ; 
and, at favorable’ moments, we would pounce 
upon her West India Islands, and repeat the game 
of De Grasse and D’Estaing in 1779 and 1750. 
By the time she was looking for us there, we 
would be round Cape Horn cutting up ber whale- 
men. When» pursued there, we would skim 
away to the Indian ocean, and look after her 


takes her departure for the United Kingdoms of | China and India fleets, of whom we would give 


England, Ireland, and Scotland, nor rests until 
she reaches the Orkneys—the ultima thule of the 
geography of the ancients. Such an overgrown 
commercial and colonial power as this never be- 
fore existed. True, sir, she has an enormous 
national debt-of 700 millions of pounds sterling, 
and a diurnal expenditure of a million of dollars, 
which, while we are whining about a want of 
resources, would, in six short weeks, wipe off the 
whole public debt of the United States. 

Will these millstones sink her? Will they 
subject her to the. power of France? No, sir; 
burst the bubble to-morrow; destroy the fragile 
basis on which her public credit stands, the sin- 
gle word confidence ; sponge her national debt; 
revolutionize her Government; cut the throats of 
all her royal family, and dreadful as would be 
the process, she would rise with renovated vigor 
from the fall, and present to her enemy a more 
imposing, irresistible front than ever. -No, sir; 
Great Britain cannot be subjugated by France; 
the genius of her institutions, the genuine game- 
cock, bull-dog spirit of her people, will lift her 
head above the waves long after the dynasty of 
Bonaparte—the ill-gotten power of France, col- 
lected by perfidy, plunder, and usurpation, like 
the unreal image of old, composed of clay, and of 
iron, and of brass, and of silver, and of gold, shall 
have crumbled into atoms. 

From this belief } acknowledge I derive a sen- 
timent of gratulation. In New Engiand our 
blood is unmixed ; we are the direct descendants 
of Englishmen; we are natives of the soil. In 
the Legislature of the respectable and once pow- 
erful State of Massachusetts now in session, com- 

sed of near seven hundred members, to my 

nowledge not a single foreigner holds a seat. 


a far different account from that of Linois, the 
Frenchman. Occasionally we would look after 
her Quebec fleet, and her Jamaica fleet; some- 
times we would doas the French privateers now 
do, make our appearance in the ehops of the 
Channel, and now and then we might even wind 
north about, and look into the Baltic. We should 
sometimes meet with disasters, but we have abun- 
dant means to repair them. Well managed, it 
would require a hundred British frigates to watch 
the movements of these thirty. 

These are the means, sir, by which I would 
bring Great Britain not to our feet, but to her 
senses. The Government of Great Britain is in 
some degree a popular one; two branches of her 
Government—the King and the Commons—are 
gouverned by the popular sentiment, and the hos- 
pital of ineurables. must always follow suit.— 
Touch the popular sentiment effectually, and you 
control the Commons; the Commons, by with- 
holding the supplies and the civil list, control the 
King and obtain a ehange of Ministry and a 
change of measures. In this way you obtained 
the peace of 1783. Had it depended on the King 
and the Lords, you:would not have had a peace 
until this time. 

We can touch the popular sentiment. With 
the fleet I have mentioned we could harass great- 
ly the commerce of Great Britain; we could 
bring her people to their senses ; we could make 
them ask their Government for what object they 
continued thus to violate our rights? whether it 
was for the interest of Great Britain to throw us 
into the lapof herenemy ? Whether it was for 
her interest to embitter us toward her still more? 
Whether it was for her interest to sever the prin- 
cipal lien of connexion between her and us, by 
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obliging us to become a manvfacturing people ? 
And on this head we could make an exhibit that 
would astonish both friends and foes. Whether it 
was for her interest to force us to become prema- 
turely a great maritime nation, destined, one day 
or other, to dispute: with her the sceptre of the 
ocean ? -In short, I would make the. people ask 
the Government cwi bono in this war. And the 
moment this is effected on both sides the water, 
the war is terminated, the business is finished, and 
- you haveonly to agree om fair and equal terms of 
peace. | 

Look at the expense and the effect of the mea- 
sures you have adopted. You are to have a 
standing army of 35,000 men, 50,000 volunteers, 
and 100.000 of the militias These you cannot 
get into actual service without the militia, at less 
expense than forty-five millions of dollars annu- 
ally—the ways and means proposed being less is 
no evidence to the contrary—no experienced mil- 
itary man can estimate itat less. What are you 
to do with it? You overfun Canada without 
material difficulty, Quebee excepted; that Gib- 
raltar of the American continent can only be 
taken by regular siege and investment; you must 
_ starve it out, but it will be provisioned for three 
years at least, and, before you get there, it'will be 
fully garrisoned by experienced troops. Thus, 
then, to get Quebec you have got to summer and 
winter a siege in the face of an able and veteran 
garrison for three years, and in a climate where, 
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' during its long winters, the thermometer some- 


times stands at thirty degrees below zero, and the 
sentinels freeze at their posts. Suppose it then 
falls, what do you then get? The gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Gites) -has already told you: 
your enemy takes possession of New Orleans, 
New York, Newport, or some other prominent 
and important point—you then let one hand wash 
the other—make the exchange, and leave off just 


ile: 


where you began, with a debt of $130,000,000 and | 


the country subjected to all the evils of war. 
Instead of three years’ expense of the land 

forces, take one year—call it, $45,000,000 instead 

of $130,000,000—contrast this with the expense 
of a navy. 

The existing naval force of the United States 
may be estimated as equal to ten stout frigates; 
twenty additional thirty-six gun frigates would 
cost, agreeably to the estimate of the Secretary 
of the Navy of November 19, 1911, $162,000 
each, equal for twenty new frigates, 
to- - .-, +=. 2 «© + $3,420,000 





Annual expense of thirty thirty-six- 
gun frigates, according to the same 
estimate, at $102.000 annually, is - 3,060,000 








Multiply this sum ten times for ten 

years’ service, and it would give - 30,600,000 
Add the first cost, in complete order, 

of twenty additional frigates now 

proposed to be built - = = 3,420,000 
For the first years they would want 

but little comparative expense, but 
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add twelve per cent. per anoum, to 
keep the whole number in repair for 
tea years, this would be - - - 5,822,000 


Making - - 





ee 


- 89.520.000 


Thus giving an efficient maritime foree of 30 
frigates in complete order for ten years, with a 
surplus left sufficient to replace every ship of this 
fleet, should every one of the thirty in that time 
be lost or destroyed by the enemy. 

Give us, thena navy. The Semate have pro- 
ceeded thus far with a unanimity and harmony 
highly honorable to them as men and as states- 
men. This measure will be considered as the 
test of our Se For one, if it be not acced- 
ed to, however reluctant it may be to my feel- 
ings, to divide at a moment like this, without an 
effectual defence being given us, I shall not con- 
sent to barden my constituents with 
Annual loans to a large amount ; 

Additional twenty-five per cent. retention on 
drawbacks, thereby destroying the colonial 
trade, and crippling the Treasury instead of 
replenishing it ; 

| New and heavy tonnage duties on our own ves- 

| sels ; 

Daties on salt; 

| on licenses ; 
on auction sales, frequently the last refuge 

of the distressed ; 

on refined sugars ; 

on carriages, chaises, and wagons, for the 
carriage of persons ; 

on spirits— 

Nor shall 1, under such circumstances, by my 
vote, consent to'impose on them stampand direct 
taxes, cum mullis aliis, that must follow—expen- 
| ses that ought not to be gone into, except for the 
| purpose of vigorously prosecuting a war in such 
a manner as to procure a speedy and favorable 

peace, the only rational object of war. 

| Peace is most unquestionably the polar star of 

| the policy and the interest of the United States ; 
it should be obtained at every cost short of an 
essential sacrifice ; it is no disgrace for an infant 
not to contend with a giant; if we cannot carry on 
the war with all the energy, and the force, and 

| power of the nation, let us record our wrongs, 
| make the best of the existing state of things, and, 
| when we have the ability, punish our aggressors 
| to the last letter of thealphabet. Possibly this is 
the real policy of the United States; but, if we 
| are to go to war, give usa navy; if you do not, 
| and our commerce is abandoned, our navigation 
| to be swept from the face of the ocean, our houses 
| battered about our ears, and we are denied those 
| means of defence which the God of nature has 

'given us, and to which we are habituated, then, 

| indeed, the Northern section of this Union will 

| be little better situated than the colony of Jamai- 

}ca; and, forms apart, there will be some cause to 

| suspect that it has little more real voice or weight 

| in the Councils of the Government than it has in 
the Parliament of Great Britain. 

Give no eause, sir, for suspicions of this sort— 
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take off your restrictions—unmuzzle us—let us 
have peace or war. If we have war, let it com- 
mence with one cheering prospect, the prospect of 
unanimity. Give us this little fleet, and in twelve 
short months after it has been fairly launched upon 
the main, we will engage to render you a good ac- 
count of it, we will be enabled proudly to show 
you, that : 

“ Our march, too, shall be upon the mountain wave, 

Our cannon shall re-echo o’er the deep.” 





Fripay, February 28. 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Samuel Lapsley, deceased, was read the second 
time. 

On motion, by Mr. Gives, Messrs.. BrapLey 
and Grece were added to the committee to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of Charles 
Minifie. 

Mr. Pore, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of the officers and soldiers who served in the late 
campaign on the Wabash,” reported it amended. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill. entitled “ An act for the benefit 
of Christopher Miller ;” and the words nine hun- 
dred and sixty having been struck out of the bill, 
the President reported it to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time? it was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Gites, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of Larkin Smith. collector 
of the district of Norfolk and Portsmouth, in Vir- 
ginia, reported a bill for the relief of the collectors 
of the ports of Baltimore and of Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth ; and the bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. Luioyp, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act authorizing a 
loan for a sum not exceeding eleven millions of 
dollars,” reported it amended. 

Mr. Worrtuincron, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled * An act giv- 
ing further time for registering claims to land in 
the western district of the Territory of Orleans,” 
reported it without amendment. ' 

On motion, by Mr. Smrra, of Maryland, the 
further consideration of the bill; entitled * An act 
concerning the Naval Establishment,” was post- 
poned to, and made the order of the day for, Mon- 
day next. 





Monpay, March 2. 


The bill for the relief ef the collectors of the 
ports of Baltimore and of Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth, was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made by Mr. Reep, on the 21st January, 
as amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Anperson, that it be refer- 
red to a select committee, further to consider and 
report thereon, it was determined in the negative 
—yeas 12, nays 14, as follows: 


Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Franklin, Gregg, How- 
ell, Robinson, Tait, Turner, and Varnum. 

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Campbell, of Ohio, Cutts, 
Gaillard, German, Giles, Goodrich, Hunter, Lambert, 
Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith of Maryland, and Worth- 
ington. 

‘On motion, by Mr. LLoyp, the motion was fur- 
ther amended, so as to read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected to lay before this House a statement, so far as 
the same may be practicable, exhibiting the number of 
ships and vessels, and the amount of tonnage, and the 
several kinds and amount of merchandise, being of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the United States, 
or territories thereof, and of colonia! produce, exported 
from thence to any port or place in France, subsequent 
to the period at which the repeal of the Berlin and Mil- 
an decrees was to have taken place ; stating distinctly 
the duties payable in the ports of France on each arti- 
cle, before and since that period. 

On the question to agree to the motion, as 
amended, it was determined in the affitmative— 
yeas 17, nays 12, as follows: . 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Brent, Campbell 
of Ohio, Crawford, Cutts, German, Giles, Goodrich, 
Gregg, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lioyd, Pope, Reed, and 
Smith of Maryland. ' 

Nars—Messers. Anderson, Campbell of Tennessee, 
Condit, Franklin, Gaillard, Howell, Robinson, Smith 
of New York, Tait, Turner, Varnum, and Worth- 
ington. 

Mr. Luoyp., from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of Mary Nicholson, reported 
“that, in their opinion, it is inexpedient to make 
provision for individual cases of the description 
of that of the petitioner ;” and the report was 
agreed to. 

On motion, by-Mr. Tarr, the further consider- 
ation of the bill was postponed to, and made the 
order of the day for, to-morrow. 

Mr. Brent presented the) petition of Robert 
Young and others, inhabitants of the town of 
Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, praying 
a charter for a bank, under the title of the “ Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria,” for reasons therein 
stated ; and the petition was read, and referred to 
a select committee, to consider and report thereon 
by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Bren, Camp- 
BELL, of Tennessee, and TayLor, were appointed 
the committee. 

Mr. Lioyp presented the memorial of John 
Parker, of Boston. merchant, in behalf of himseli 
and the owners of the brigantine called the Cath- 
arine, and her cargo; stating that the said brigan- 
tine, whilst proceeding on her lawful voyage to 
St. Petersburg, was, on the 3d of May, 1811, eap- 
tured by a French privateer, and carried into 
Dantzic and condemned, and praying indemni- 
fication, for reasons stated at large in the memo- 
rial; which was read, and ordered to be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 


INCREASE OF THE NAVY. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill, entitled “ An act concerning the Naval Es- 


Yeas—Messrs.. Anderson, Bradley, Campbell, of | tablishment.” 
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Mr. Crawrorp regretted that his ill health and 
wantof strength would not permit him nproney 
to investigate all of the important subjects whic 
have been incidentally introduced in the course 
of this discussion. The proposition to build 
twenty frigates has no intimate connexion with 
several of those subjects, which might with great 
propriety have been kept entirely out of view; 
but, as they have been introduced, he would not 
decline their discussion. Such had been the state 
of his health, from the time that this proposition 
had been submitted to the consideration of the 
Senate, that he had not until this morning deter- 
mined to participate in the discussion. The ob- 
servation of the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky had made it unnecessary to reply to many 
of the statements and remarks of the honorable 
gentlemen from Massachusetts and Virginia (Mr. 
Lioyp and Mr. Gites.) The latter gentleman 
complains of a change which he says has taken 
place, in the character of the discussions of this 
House, which is highly detrimental to the freedom 
of debate. Hecomplains that the motives instead 
of the arguments of the speaker have become the 
subject of investigation. If this complaint is 
founded in fact, it is greatly to be lamented ; but 
it may be proper to inquire whether it is not the 
necessary result of another change in the char- 
acter of our discussions introduced by those who 
make the complaint. If, instead of presenting for 
the consideration of the Senate a train of reason- 
ing calculated to elucidate the proposition under 
consideration, the speaker should substitute the 
history of his political life, opinions, and motives, 
he ought not to complain, if his proffered substi- 
tute should be accepted and discussed by his 
opponents. 

The same gentleman has taken a review of 
past measures, which are very remotely, if in 
any degree, connected with the proposition before 
the Senate. Such a review as will enable us to 
avoid the errors into which we may have fallen, 
from precipitancy or from the want of sufficient in- 
formation of the subjects upon which we have 
been compelled to legislate, may be highly useful. 
But if this review should be conducted simply 
with the design of proving that the reviewer has 
always been right,.and those opposed to him al- 
ways wrong, it is impossible to discover any ben- 
efit which can result from it. It may indeed be 
highly gratifying to the speaker, but it cannot 
excite any pleasurable sensation in the bosoms of 
those who are charged with being uniformly 
wrong. A procedure of this kind is calculated to 
irritate and to produce the effect of which that 
honorable gentleman has so seriously complained. 
It is natural for every man to believe that his 
opinions are right, and that those who differ with 
himare wrong. The difference between the gen- 
tleman from Virginia and other men consists not 
in thought but in words, Every man believes 
that he is right, but every man does not upon all 
occasions undertake to prove that he has always 
been right. 

The same gentleman has given us the history 
of proceedings at several inofficial meetings of the 





members of Congress during the Winter of 1809, 
which in his opinion influenced the conduct of 
that body upon several important questions. Mr. 
C. said he had not attended’ any of those meet- 
ings, and had never felt. himself under any obli- 
gation to conform totheir determination. It was 
impossib’e for him to discover any assignable re- 
lation between the history of those inofficial 
meetings, and the proposition to build twenty 
frigates. Nor had he been able to discover, that 
the history of the embargo, and the agency of par- 
ticular individuals in procuring its repeal, had 
any tendency to elucidate that proposition. Upon 
this subject he would only say, that the gentleman 
must be niistaken, in the inference which he had 
drawn, from the vote of the House of Represen- 
tatives on the Sth‘day of January, 1809, by which 
Mr. Cuirrenpden’s resolution for repealing the 
embargo was ordered to lie on the table. This 
vote is offered by that gentleman as unquestion- 
able evidence, that a majority of that body had, 
as early as that day, determined to repeal the 
embargo. If the honorable gentleman from Vir- 
ginia will take the trouble of examining the whole 
of the Journal of the House of Representatives of 
that day, a part of which it appears he has exam- 
ined, he will find that the inference which he 
has drawn from that vote is contradicted by a 
solemn decision of that House. In page two hun- 
dred and twenty-seven he will find an amendment 
offered to the act for enforcing the embargo, in 
the words following: 


“Sec. 14. And beit further enacted, That this act, 
and the act entitled an act, laying an embargo on all 
ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the Uni- 
ted States, and all laws supplementary thereto, be, and 
they are hereby repealed, from and after the fourth day 
of March next.” 

The question was decided by. yeas and nays— 
yeas 35,nays81. The House of Representatives, 
instead of furnishing evidence of their determi- 
nation to repeal the embargo as early as the fifth 
day of January as the gentleman has supposed, 
gave the most unequivocal evidence of their de- 
termination neither to repeal it then, or two 
months afterwards. Mr. C. said he was neither 
qualified or disposed to decide between the gen- 
tleman from Virginia and the gentleman from 
Tennessee, touching the agency of the former in 
producing the repeal of the embargo. That gen- 
tleman had ascribed its repeai to the late Presi- 
dent of the United States—because he had de- 
clined taking into the public service fifteen hun- 
dred seamen. By the estimate for the present 
year it appears that six thousand nine hundred 
and sixty-two seamen will man the whole of our 
public vessels, ineluding twenty-two gunboats, 
The seafaring men ‘in the United States may be 
estimated from sixty to one huadred thousand, 
and yet by employing fifteen hundred, which, 
together with those then in service, might amount 
to five thousand, the gentleman from Virginia 
would have insured the execution of the embargo, 
by creating a scarcity of sailors to navigate the 
vessels destined for its violation. 

But the public vessels called into service by the 
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employment of these fifteen hundred seamen 
would have executed the embargo! An embargo 
is a municipal regulation and can only be exe- 
cuted efficiently upon land. The great mass of 
violations was committed by vessels which cleared 
out for ports in the United States, but which 
sailed to foreign ports. In sailing from port to 
port it is impossible to sail in a direct line, and 
it would have been equally impossible to have 
framed instructions which would have enabled 
our naval officers to have executed the embargo. 
if they had had the physical power. But,a part 
of the public vessels were in service, and were 
empioyed in the execution of that measure, and 
yet the gentleman from Virginia has not been able 
to show that any essential service has been ren- 
dered by them. Upon -this view of the subject 
Mr. C. said he had voted against the employment 
of an additional number of seamen in 1809, and 
believing that the proposition now advocated by 
that gentleman was calculated to diminish and 
not to increase ‘the means of annoying Great 
Britain on the ocean he should vote against it. 
In the year 1809, as well as upon the present 
question, he certainly believed he was right, and 
he had no doubt that the gentleman from Virginia 
then thought, and now thinks, that he is right. 
The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Luoyp) thinks that nothing has been done 
by the Government for commerce, whilst com- 
merce has done everything for the nation; that 
commerce -has paid into the public Treasury 
$200 000,000. If it is contended that this sum 
has been paid exclusively by commerce, nothing 
can be’ more incorrect. Tle money collected 
from imposts and duties is paid by the consumer 
of merchandise upon which the duties are im- 
posed. Itis collected immediately from the mer- 
chant, and ultimately from the nation. The only 
money paid into the Treasury which can justly 
be placed to the exclusive credit of commerce, is 
the sum retained by the Government upon de- | 
bentures, which is only 7—10ths of one per cent. 
upon goods paying a duty of twenty per cent. ad 
valorem, and has never amounted to $400,000 in 
any one year. The export of foreign productions | 
from the United States in the year 1807, exceeded | 
$59,000,000, and the sum paid into the Treasury 
that year on account of drawbacks was about 
$390,000, which is the greatest amount received 
from that source of revenue since the organiza- 
tion of the Government. 
The duty upon tonnage, like the duty imposed 
on merchandise,is paid by the consumer or grower 
of the cargoes transported by the ship-holders, of | 
whom this duty is immediately collected. The 
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ultimate payment of this duty by the grower or 
consumer will depend upon the relative demand 
for, and supply of the articles in the market to 
which they are exported. If the demand for the 
article is greater than the quantity in the market, 
it is paid by the consumer; if the supply exceeds 
the demand, it is paid by the grower, in the form 
of a reduction of the price of the article equal to 
the duty imposed. 

It is a subject of lasting regret that local feel- 
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ings and local interests should have been so 
strongly excited in the discussion of this ques. 
tion. The gentleman from New York (Mr. Ger- 
MAN) has asserted that the people of the Southern 
and Western States are decidedly hostile to com- 
merce, and that their opposition to the proposi- 
tion to build an additional number of frigates is 
the result of that hostility. It is highly impor- 
tant to investigate the truth of this assertion. Its 
refutation, if untrue, is imperiously demanded. 
That every well informed cummunity under- 
stands its immediate interest, and’ is disposed to 
foster those measures whieh are calculated to 
promote that interest, are propositions which can- 
not be denied. The greatest amount of domestic 
articles exported from the United States in one 
year has been about $49,000,000. The single ar- 
ticle of cotton has constituted about $14,000,000 
of that amount, and that article is cultivated only 
in the three Southern States, the State of Ten- 
nessee, and the two Southern Territories. A con- 
siderable portion of North Carolina and Tennes- 
see does not cultivate cotton for exportation, but 
those States export a considerable amount of other 
articles,* the precise amount of which cannot be 
ascertained, but there can be no danger of con- 
tradiction in hazarding the assertion that the 
same number of people in any other part of the 
Union do not furnish the same amount of do- 
mestic articles for exportation. Without com- 
merce, the annual sum of $14,000,000 in the ar- 
ticle of ‘cotton alone, estimated at'a fair price, 
would be lost to that part of the inhabitants of the 
Southern States which is employed in the culti- 
vation of cotton. 

Who are the most interested in commerce, the 
growers of the articles, the exchange and trans- 
portation of which constitutes commerce, or the 
factors and freighters employed.in the exchange 
and transportation of those articles? Can any 
man doubt for one moment that the growers, the 
rightful owners of the articles to be exchanged, 
are more deeply interested in commerce than the 
merchant and ship-holder, who only make a profit 
from the sale and transportation of the articles 
exchanged? If the profit they derive from com- 
merce should be so enormous as to exceed the 
original value of those articles in the hands of 
the growers, still, it can be demonstrated that the 
interest of the latter is more vitally affected by a 
prosperous or adverse state of commerce, than 
that of the merchant or ship-holder. The mer- 
chant will be régulated in the price which he 
gives to the grower by the state of the market 
and the price of transportation to the market. 
Let the price be what it may in foreign markets, 
the merchant is regulated by it. and can only be 
affected by sudden changes in those markets 
which may be prejudicial or advantageous to 
him. It is a matter of small moment ‘to him 





* There can be no doubt that the surplus produc- 
tions of those States amount to one-third of the do- 
mestic exports of the United States, and their repre- 
sentation is less than one-fifth of that of the United 
States. 
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whether the articles in which he d 
high or low price in the market to which they 
are sent, if that price is not variable, because he 
will regulate the price he gives for them by the 
price which he ean obtain. But the price which 
those articles will bring in the market to which 
they are sent, is all important to the grower, be- 
cause it will regulate the price which he is to re- 
ceive for them beyond the power of his control. 
Every circumstance which tends to destroy com- 
petition and reduce the number of markets to 
which our produce is sent, vitally affects the 
interest of the grower. The planter, the farmer, 
is, therefore, more deeply interested in the pros- 
perity of that commerce which finds a market 
for the annual surplus productions of his indus- 
try, than the merehant or ship-holder. This direct 
commerce is indispensable to the internal growth 
and improvement of the country, and to the com- 
fort and sanprete of the people, and, more so to 
the people of the Southern: and Western States 
than any other part of the United States. Sir, 
we are not so grossly ignorant as to mistake our 
interest in this matter. We koow that, without 
commerce, without a market for the surplus pro- 
ductions of our labor, we should be deprived of 
many of ‘those articles which long habit has made 
necessary to our ease and comfort. If, then, we 
are not grossly ignorant of our true interest, 
nothing can be more unfounded than the accusa- 
tion of the gentleman from New York (Mr. Ger- 
MAN.) The charge must be the result of igno- 
rance or prejudice. Mr. C. said he would not 
follow the example of that gentleman by saying, 
“ perhaps this prejudice might be an honest pre- 
judice.” No, he would not insult the feelings of 
that gentleman ; he would not question his vera- 
city or integrity by stating hypothetically, “ that 
perhaps his opinions were honest.” Whilst he 
repelled this unfounded charge in the manner 
which its nature imperiously demanded, he had 
no hesitation in admitting that the opinions of 
that gentlemen, whether the result of prejudice 
or of ignorance, were strictly honest. Mr. C. 
said there was no man in the nation more friendly 
to that commerce which he had described than 
he was,.and that no part of the nation cherished 
it with more ardor than that which he in part 
had the honor to represent on this floor. But, sir, 
there is a commerce which has been prosecuted 
to a very great extent by the commercial capital- 
ists of the United States, for the prosperity of 
which the agricultural part of the nation do not 
feel the same solicitude. 

In the year 1807, the United States exported 
upwards of $59,000,000 of foreign productions. 
This commerce has no connexion with or de- 
pendence upon the annual surplus productions of 
the country, which is the only commerce that es- 
sentially promotes domestic industry and multi- 
plies the domestic comforts of the great mass of 
the people. This commerce, which is the legiti- 
mate offspring of war, and expires with the first 
dawning of peace, is prosecuted principally by 
our commercial ciiies to the east and north of 
the Potomac. The landholders, the country peo- 
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States, never had, and never can have any direct 
interest it. The farmer of the Eastern and Mid- 
dle States, and the planter of the Southern and 
Western States, stand in the same relation to this 
commerce. Whether it be prosperous or adverse, 
is a matter of small concern to them, and noth- 
ing but an effort of pure, disinterested patriotism 
could induce them to jeopardize the peace and 
happiness of the nation, and stake the prosperity 
of the direct commerce of the country, for the 
protection of this mushroom commerce. This 
trade, which was carried on chiefly in the pro- 
ductions of the French and Spanish colonies, 
was almost eradicated in 1805 by the decisions of 
the British Court of Admiralty, which establish- 
ed the principle that neutrals should prosecute no 
trade in time of war which they did not enjoy 
in peace. ‘Phis decision did not affect the direct 
commerce of the nation. That commerce in 
which the agriculturist, the farmer, and the plant- 
er, has so deep an interest, was prosecuted as suc- 
cessfully as though this decision had ‘never been 
made. But an acquiescence in this principle of 
the British Government, asserted and promulga- 
ted through its Courts of Admiralty, would have 
been an abandonment of the colonial carrying 
trade, which had been so extensively prosecuted 
by our commercial cities during the present Eu- 
ropean war. Asa-neutral nation, we had a right 
to prosecute this trade, however deeply it might 
affect the interest of either of the belligerent na- 
tions. That the extensive prosecution of this 
trade deeply affected the interest of Great Britain 
cannot be denied. It impoverished her West In- 
dia planters, and cherished and promoted the pros- 
perity of those of France and Spain, with whom 
she was at war. The merchants of the United 
States, under our system of drawbacks, were en- 
abled to undersell the British merchants in foreign 
markets. The productions of the French and 
Spanish West Indies, through our agency, found 
a profitable market, to the almost total exclusion 
of those of Great Britain. It appears by a report 
made to the British House of Commons several 
years ago, that the best managed estate in Ja- 
maica did not yield more than seven per cent., 
and that the average produce of estates in that 
island did not exceed three-and-a-half per cent. 
The committee which made this report to the 
House of Commons, ascribe the unproductive- 
ness of the West India estates to the commerce 
which the American merchants carried on in the 
productions of their enemies’ colonies, to the total 


| exclusion of the productions of the British West 


India islands from the markets of the continent of 
Europe. Among the remedies proposed for that 
evil by the committee is, the exclusion of the 
American merchants, not simply from this com- 
| merce, but from all commerce with their enemies’ 
colonies, even for home consumption. Against 
the decision made by their Courts of Admiralty in 
1805, which was intended to give the British mer- 
chants the exclusive right of vending West India 
productions in the Continental markets, the Ame- 
rican merchants in the principal commercial cit- 
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ies most solemnly protested, and presented me- 
morials to Congress, in which they represented 
the direful effects it was calculated to produce. 
They stated that their warehouses were full of 
West India productions, which miust perish on 
their hantds unless the British Government could 
be induced to abandon this principle: they pro- 
posed a special mission, and pledged themselves 
to support any measure the Government should 
adopt for vindication of this right, so essential to 
their interest. A special mission was sent. 
Shortly after this event the Berlin decree was 
promulgated, and the British ron seized 
upon it as a pretext, not simply to enforce the 
principle established in their Courts of Admi- 
ralty, that neutrals should prosecute no trade in 
war which they did not enjoy in peace ; but that 
neutrals should not trade with any port or place 
from which their vessels were excluded, unless 
they should first enter a British port and pay tri- 
bute, under the denomination of transit duties. 
Thus, by contending for the right of trade in the 

roductions of the belligerent colonies; by insist- 
ing to be the carriers of France and Spain and 
their colonies, when they were unable to carry 
for themselves, we have jeopardized the general 
commerce of the nation—we have sacrificed-that 
commerce’ which is essential to the internal 
growth and improvement of the country, and to 
the comfort and happiness of the people. And yet, 
sir, we are told that we have done nothing for 
commerce ; that we have ruined commerce ; nay, 
sir, we are upbraided by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. German,) with having intended to 
ruin it, and that the people of the Southern and 
Western States are radically hostile to the pros- 
perity of commerce. If, sir, we would take the 
trouble of examining this subject rationally, the 
charge of hostility to commerce would never be 
reiterated: against the Southern and Western 
States. There is no possible point of collision 
between those States and Great Britain. What 
is the summit of our wishes in relation to eom- 
merce? A good market for the surplus produc- 
tions of our labor. What nation furnishes us 
with the most extentive and suitable market for 
this surplus? Great Britain. From whom do 
we receive the supply of articles which habit has 
made necessary to our comfort? From Great 
Britain. The benefits resulting from the inter- 
course between the United States, and especially 
the Southern and Western States, and that na- 
tion, when conducted upon just and liberal prin- 
ciples, are strictly reciprocal. 

Where is the point of collision between the 
Southern and Western States and Great Britain ? 
None. That point is to he found alone in the 
Eastern and Middle States. The principle that 
neutrals should enjoy no trade in war not per- 
mitted in peace, did not affect the Southern and 
Western States; it almost exclusively affected 
the commercial cities to the north and east of 
the Potomac. The principle gave way to, or 
rather was merged in the Orders in Council of 
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ing trade, with the whole world, except to Great 
Britain and the few ports then open to her vessels, 
These orders were the result of the pressure made 
upon her Councils by the merchants trading ty 
the West Indies, and the inhabitants of those 
islands; or they were the result of a mean and 
sordid jealousy of the commercial prosperity of 
the United States. If they were the result o/ 
the first cause assigned, the contest now about to 
be waged will be undertaken wholly on account 
of the commercial part of the nation; because 
the agriculturist, in whatever part of the United 
States he may reside, whether in the Eastern 
and Middle or Southernand Western States, has no 
interest in the colonial carrying trade. If the sec- 
ond cause assigned should be the true one, we have 
only to ascertain which of the States are princi- 
pally agricultural, and which are principall; 
commercial, to determine upon whose accoun: 
the intended war is to be prosecuted. The con- 
test then which we ‘are about to commence, a: 
already stated, is the result of the colonial earry- 
ing trade, or it is the result of the commercial 
jealousy of Great Britain; it is, therefore, a con- 
test rendered necessary by the injustice of Grea: 
Britain, to which injustice she has ‘been excited 
by the pursuits and interests of the commercia. 
cities in the Middle and Eastern States, and noi 
by those of the Southern and Western States. 
If this contest is now given up—dishonorably 
abandoned—the disgrace of that abandonment. 
and the total exclusion from the colonial carry 
ing trade consequent thereon, must rest upon the 
Eastern gentlemen. Let them consider of it; le: 
them abandon it at their peril. Once abandone: 
by those exclusively interested in it, we shal: 
not again be lightly induced to jeopardize the 
direct commerce of the nation, by engaging in a 
contest ‘where we have everything to lose, and 
nothing to gain—a contest to which, under such 
circumstances, we shall be impelled neither by 
interest or honor, and in the prosecution of whic: 
we shall have just reason to apprehend the de- 
fection of those for whose benefit it would be 
undertaken. 

The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Lioyp) has presented for the consideration 
of the Senate, a comparative statement of the 
land and naval force necessary for the prosecu- 
tion of a war with Great Britain. The state- 
ments and arguments of that gentleman are en- 
titled to great weight, but there is just reason to 
doubt the correctness of his calculations in the 
present case. He has supposed that the regular 
force and volunteers, making together eighty-five 
thousand, will cost the nation annually $45,000.- 
000, It is believed that this estimate must be 
incorrect, because the estimate for ten thousand 
men for the present year is less than $3,000,000. 
Admitting, then, that gba thousand men 
will be kept in service the whole year, the ex- 
pense, according to this estimate, will not exceed 
$26,000,000 ; and there is strong reason to con- 
fide in their accuracy, because it is believed the 
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q that any large proportion of the volunteers will 


be called into service at any one time, or remain 

long in service when called upon. It is, there- 

fore, not probable that the land service will cost 

the nation more than $15,000,000, because the 

regular force, if kept in service the whole year, | 
will not require an expenditure of more than | 
$11,000,000, and it is believed that the volunteers | 
and militia who may be called into service will 
not cost the nation more than $4,000,000. The 
calculations of the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Li.oyp,) relative to the Navy, 
are liable to objections of a different nature. He 
estimates the present naval force of the United 
States as equal to ten stout frigates, and the ex- 
pense of building twenty frigates of thirty-six 
guns at $3,420,000. The annual expense of 
thirty frigates he estimates at $3,060,000. The 
estimates of the War Department are not relied 
upon by the honorable gentleman, notwithstand- 
ing the history of that department entitles them 
to the fullest credit, while the estimates of the | 
Navy Department are implicitly received by | 
him, notwithstanding the history of that depart- 

ment, from its organization to the present day, 

proves conclusively that they cannot be safely 

relied on. That the estimates of, that depart- | 
ment, upon whieh the honorable gentleman has | 
founded his calculations, are not entitled to im- ! 
plicit faith, can be clearly demonstrated. The | 
vessels in service in the year 1808 carried one 

hundred and sixty-two guns, and cost the nation | 
$1,056,872, which is at the rate of $6,520 per | 


gun. At this rate of expense, thirty frigates of 
thirty-six guns would cost the nation annually 
$7,041,880. In 1809, we had three hundred and 
fifty-four guns in service, which cost $2,816,129, | 
which is $7,736 per gun. At this rate of expense | 
the thirty frigates would annually cost $8,354,- | 
880. In 1812, the estimates are for three hun- | 
dred and fifty-six guns, and the expense is esti- | 
mated at $2.504,669, which is $7,035 per gun. | 
At this rate of expense the thirty frigates would 
cost annually $7,597,800. The estimates of these 
years have been resorted to because they were 
the only estimates which were at my lodgings. | 
The average annual expense of a gun during 
these three years has been $7,130, and the annual 
expense of the thirty frigates would accordingly 
be $7,700,400, instead of $3,060,000, as estimated | 
by the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Luoyp.) That gentleman estimates the | 
annual cost of repairs at 12 per cent., and the 
whole expense of thirty frigates for ten years, in- 
cluding the original cost of building twenty new 
ones, at $39,852,000. The thirty frigates, accord- 
ing to the average expense of three years of peace, 
actually incurred, will cost the nation in ten 
years $77,004,000, to which add the cost of the 
twenty* new frigates, and twelve per cent. annu- 
ally on that sum, and on the cost of those now in 
Service estimated att half that amount, and you 





* $3,420,000. 

T $1,710,000, making $5,130,000, twelve per cent. 
for ten years is $6,156,000, making together $9,576,- 
000, and added to $77,004,000 is $86,580,000. 
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will have the aggregate sum of $86,580,000, in- 
stead of the sum of $39,852,000 as estimated by 
that gentleman. 

But there is just reason to believe that the es- 
timates now presented are under, rather than over 
the truth. The estimates of that department have 
frequently been deficient, and extraordinary ap- 
propriations have several times been made to 
supply those deficiencies. The allowance for re- 
pairs, it is believed, will be found to be wholly 
insufficient in time of peace, and much more so 
in wart. In December, 1809, the head of that 
department stated that the vessels then in service 
had been so thoroughly repaired, that in the 
opinion of practical men they were greatly supe- 
rior to what they were when first launched, and 
that in consequence thereof, $150,000 would be 
sufficient to keep them in repair for one year. 
At the end of the year, however, it appeared 
$410,000 had been expended in repairs, notwith- 
standing their great superiority to new vessels. 

Mr. President: The estimates which have been 
taken as the basis of my calculation, can be dem- 
onstrated to be less than what they must be in 
time of war. In the year 1809, $175,000 were 
transferred from the article of provisions to those 
of répairs, freight, and other contingent expenses, 
when the whole amount of the appropriations 
for provisions was only $567,000. In the year 
1810, $150,000 were transferred from provisions 
to repairs, when the whole sum appropriated for 


‘that object was $353,610, and $110,000 were 


transferred from the pay to the repair of vessels 
also, when the appropriation for that object was 
$718,115. These facts prove beyond the possi- 


| bility of doubt, that the number of men author- 


ized to be employed were neither fed or paid, 
and consequently were not employed. But in 
time of war, the full complement of men must 
be employed, and the article of repairs, which in 
time of peace has so greatly exceeded the esti- 
mates, must in time of war, if they perform any 
service, be swelled to an amount vastly beyond 
that estimated by the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. L.) The expense of a navy 
of thirty frigates, according to the actual expense 
of that department already incurred, cannot be 
safely estimated at less than $10,000,000 annually. 

The honorable gentleman thinks that a naval 
force of thirty frigates employed in the destruc- 
tion of the enemy’s commerce would make her 
calculate—would bring her to terms. Mr. C. 
said if he-could believe this he most certainly 
would vote for the proposition; but. believing 
that every seaman employed in the public ves- 
sels would be ‘a diminution of that force by 
which the enemy was to be most vitally as- 
sailed, he was constrained to vote against it. The 


honorable gentleman from Kentucky has said, if 


thirty frigates can bring Great Britain to terms, 
why has not the Emperor of France brought her 
to terms, as he is able to send out one hundred 
of such frigates. If the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts (Mr. L.) is right, Bonaparte possesses 
the means, and no man doubts that he cherishes 
the disposition, to annoy his enemy so as to bring 
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her to terms. 
tempts, and would no doubt fail were he to make 
this. 

The use proposed to be made of these frigates, 
if built, certainly meets my approbation. The 
idea of protecting our commerce by a ‘naval 
force, which has been pressed with so much ve- 
‘themence by some of our navy gentlemen, is 
worse than visionary. A navy can injure com- 
merce, but cannot afford it protection, unless it 
annihilates the naval force of the adverse nation. 
Unless, therefore, we have the means of creating 
and supporting a naval force able. to contend suc- 
cessfully with the British navy for the empire of 
the seas, we must abandon all idea of protecting 
our commerce against that nation. Great Britain, 
with her thousand ships of war, is unable to pro- 
tect her commerce even in sight of her own 
coasts. According to my understanding of the 
views of the honorable gentlemen, these thirty 
frigates are to be employed in destroying the 
commerce of the enemy, and not in fighting her 
public armed vessels. _They are in fact to be 
national privateers. In this point of view, the 
proposition to cashier the officer who should 
strike the American flag seems to be at war.with 
the nature of their employment. They are to 
direct their efforts to the destruction of merchant 
vessels, and to avoid collision with the ships of 
war. It is to be apprehended that men, whose 
duty it is to avoid serious conflicts with the 
enemy, will grow timid from habit, and will re- 
sist but feebly when inevitably forced into them. 
The character-of the naval officers of the United 
States makes a regulation of this kind wholly 
unnecessary. Their enterprise, their. courage, 
and intrepidity, are too well established to re- 
quire a regulation of such severity. As then the 
gentleman does not intend to dispute the sover- 
eignty even of our own seas with our expected 
enemy with this naval force, but intends to em- 
ploy it in the destruction of merchant vessels, an 
increase of that force appears to mé to be wholly 
unnecessary and impolitic. Individual enterprise, 
directed by individual interest, will more effectu- 
ally destroy the commerce of the enemy, than 
any number of frigates in the power of this 
Government to build and employ. The Balti- 
more Federal Republican states that a French 
privateer in the Atlantic ocean. has captured 
about thirty merchant vessels, and that the im- 
pression made by this single privateer was so 
serious that thirteen vessels, several of which 
were frigates, were employed in cruising for her. 
The truth of this statement may be relied on, 
because that paper is not in the habit of exagger- 
ating French successes, or of aggravating British 
sufferings. But it is said, that although our pri- 
vateers were successful at the commencement of 
the Revolutionary War, before’ the conclusion of 
that contest they were entirely destroyed.  Ad- 
mitting the fact to be true, it does not necessarily 
follow that such will be the result of the war 
now in contemplation. After the first years of 
that contest, the British forces were in possession 
of the principal ports and harbors of the United 
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our privateers to approach our own coasts, or 
enter our own harbors. It is expected that our 
situation will be very different in the event of 
war at thistime. Instead of possessing the prin- 
cipal. ports of the United States we expect to ex- 
pel them from the whole of: their continental 
posses in our neighborhood. If this should 
e the result of the war, their means of annoy- 
ing our commerce, and of destroying our priva- 


—_— 


teers, will be greatly diminished, and their power | 


of protecting their commerce from the depreda- 
tions of our privateers will suffer an equal dimi- 
nution. 

Mr. C. said that his friend from Kentucky, in 
the discussion of this question, had taken a view 
of the taxes which were intended to be imposed in 
the event of war. Every measure of additional 
expense at the present time involves, at least in 
contemplation, the idea of additional taxes; but 
he should have been glad if this incidental view 
of that subject had been omitted by his honorable 
friend, who, notwithstanding his objections, in- 
tends to vote for such of those taxes as the exi- 
gencies of the nation shall require. Some of his 
observations appeared calculated to make an un- 
favorable impression upon the public mind, against 
internal taxation; although he was convinced 
that the honorable gentleman did not intend 
them to have that effect. If we engage in war, 
these taxes will be necessary, and it will be a 
subject of deep regret if they should be rendered 
more ‘objectionable by the observations of those 
who feel the necessity of imposing them. The 
direct and internal taxes imposed during Mr. 
Adams’s administration werecertainly unpopular. 
But, Mr. C. said, he had always understood that 
they were so, because they were believed to be 
unnecessary, and because they were imposed in 
the most objectionable form. The measures of 
expense adopted by that Administration made 
those taxes necessary; but it was believed that 
the expensive measures then adopted were not 
required by the actual state of affairs. The na- 
tion disapproved of the object, for the attainment 
of which those expensive measures were adopted, 
and consequently were opposed to the additional 
taxes which were imposed at that time. 

If war is now thought to be necessary by the 
nation, we ought not to doubt for a moment that 
the people will willingly furnish the means ne- 
cessary for its vigorous and successful prosecu- 
tion. If there is not a sufficiency of good sense 
and patriotism in the nation to submit to the im- 
positions neeessary for the successful execution 
of those measures which have been adopted pur- 
suant to their wishes, and for the protection of 
their rights, then indeed our rights and liberty 
are but empty names—the idea of our free and 
happy Government, anidle phantom! Whenever 
the fact shall be demonstrated, the preservation 
of our Constitution, and the integrity of the 
Union, will not be worth a struggle. But, until 
it is demonstrated, its possibility ought not to be 
admitted, and will not be admitted by the Na- 
tional Legislature. 
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_ General Government may wish to contract with 
the citizens of the Commonwealth for, sufficient 


to request information of any other articles which 
are or may be wanted for supplying the Indians, 
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act,entitled “An act supplementary to the act, 


Mr. CRAWFORD, from the committee to whom entitled ‘An act concerning the commercial. in- 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act for the re- | tercourse between the United States and Great 
lief of the Board of Commissioners west of Pearl Britain and France, and their dependencies, and 
river,” reported it without amendment. for other purposes,” was resumed ;. and, after de- 

Mr. Lioyp stated ‘that he had received, and | bate, on motion by Mr. Taycor, the bill was re- 
asked leave to submit to the Senate, a resolution | Committed to a select committee, to consist of 
of the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Mas- five members, further to consider and report there- 
sachusetts, approved by his Excellency, the Gov- | 095 and Messrs. TayLor, Crawrorp, Lioyp, 
ernur, stating the perfect ability and disposition Reep, and Situ, of Maryland, were appointed 
of the government of that Commonwealth to the committee. 4 
make the most prompt provisions for the imme- The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to 


. : lothi ; the |‘ An act providing for the accommodation of the 
siete eupeey ot Goth Manpne-and clethigg-es the General Post Office and Patent Office, and for 


other purposes,” was read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. Pore communicated a resolution of the 
Legislature of the State of Kentucky, recom- 
mending an improvement of the militia system 
of the United States; also, a resolution request- 
ing their Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress to endeavor to procure the establishment of 
certain roads or highways therein mentioned, 
under the authority of the General Government ; 
and the resolutions were read. 

The Senate restmed; as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill concerning the Naval Establish- 
ment; and it was agreed that the further consid- 
eration thereof be postponed until to-morrow. 


Tuespay, March 3. 





as there can be no doubt of the ability of the Com- 
monwealth to supply, by contract, any such arti- 
cles, mostly, if not ‘altogether, from their own 
manufactories ; and the resolution was read. 

Mr. Tavcor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill. entitled “An act making a fur- 
ther appropriation for the defence of our maritime 
frontier,” reported it amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Ler, the further considera- 
tion of the bill authorizing a subscription for the 
Laws of the United States, was postponed to the 
first Monday in April next. 

The. bill to incorporate Moses Austin, John 
Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, into a 
company, by the name of the Louisiana Lead 
Company, was resumed; and, after debate, on 
motion by Mr. Luoyp, the bill was referred to a 
select committee, to consist of five members, fur- 


to meet any contingency which may occur, and 





Wenpnespay, March 4. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act to alter the time 
of holding the circuit courts of the United States 
at Knoxville, in the district of East Tennessee, in 


° ~ , 2 ” ; 
ther to consider and report thereon; and Messrs | the State of Tennessee,” together with the amend- 


Braptey, Luoyp, Greco, Currs, and Leis, were | ™ents reported thereto by the select committee ; 
appointed the committee. : | and, having agreed to the amendments, the Presi- 


Mr. Sar: f Merviand itted the follow- | dent reported the bill to the House accordingly. 
ing ee ere ee Oa the question, Shall this bill be read a third 


Resolved, That the President of the United States timeeas amended? it was determined in the 


be requested to cause to be laid before this House such ce 4 fot 
information as he may possess relative to captures The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


made by the belligerents since the 23d day of June, | Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 


1811, of vessels of the United States bound to or from | @¢t giving further time for registering claims to 
the Baltic, or within that sea; particularizing the na- | !and in the western district of the Territory of 
tion of the captors, the cause assigned for detention, | Orleans;” and it was ordered to a third reading. 
the names of the vessels, masters, and owners,andthe | The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
port to which the vessels so detained belonged. | motion made yesterday by Mr. Smiru, of Mary- 
Mr. Campse.u, of Tennessee, from the com~| land, and the motion was amended and agreed 
mittee to whom, was referred the bill, entitled | to, as follows: 
“An act to alter the time of holding the circuit; Aesolved, That the President of the United 
court of the United States at Knoxville, in the | States be requested to cause to be laid before this 
district of East Tennessee, in the State of Ten- | House such information as he may possess rela- 
nessee,” reported it amended. | tive to captures made by the belligerents since 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the the Ist day of May, 1811, of vessels of the United 
Whole, the consideration of the bill supplemen- | States, bound to or from the Baltic, or within 
tary to the act, entitled “An act to regulate the | that sea; particularizing the nation of the cap- 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage,” to- | tors, the cause assigned for detention, the names 
gether with the amendment reported thereto by | of the vessels, masters, and owners, and the port 
the select committee. to which the vessels so detained belonged. 


On motion; by Mr. Bayarp, the further con-| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


sideration of this bill was postponed until the first | Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
_ Monday in December next. \ eee making a further appropriation for the de- 


The third reading of the bill in addition to the | fence of our maritime frontier,’ together with 
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the amendment reported thereto by the select 


committee; and, having’ agreed to the amend- 
ment, the President reported the bill to the House 
accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affirm- 
ative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee: of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of the Board’of Commissioners 
west of Pearl river ;” and it was ordered to a third 
reading. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unitep Srares: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

At the request of the Convention assembled in the 
Territory of Orleans on the 22d day of November last, 
I transmit to Congress the proceedings of that body, in 
pursuance of the act, entitled “An act to enable the 
people of the Territory of Orleans to form a constitu- 
tion and State government, and for the admission of 
the said State into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States, and for other purposes. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Marca 3, 1812, 


The Message and documents therein referred 
to were read, and ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 

Mr. Bravcey, from the committee appointed 
on the subject. reported a bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to ascertain and 
designate certain boundaries; and the bill was 
read, and passed to a second reading. 





Tuurspay, Mareh 5. 


On motion, by Mr. Liorp, the memorial of 
John Parker, of Boston, presented the 2d instant, 
together with the accompanying papers, was re- 
ferred to the Secretary for the Department of 
State, to consider and report thereon. . 

The bill to authorize the President of the 
United States to ascertain and designate certain 
boundaries, was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of the 
Board of Commissioners west of Pearl river,” 
was read the third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “ An act giving further time 
for registering claims to land in the western dis- 
trict of the Territory of Orleans,” was read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act to alter 
the time of holding the circuit courts of the United 
States at Knoxville, in the district of East Ten- 
nessee, in the State of Tennessee,” correctly en- 
grossed, and the bill was read the third time, as 
amended, and passed. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, also reported 
the amendment to the bill, entitled “An act 
makiog a further appropriation for the defence of 
our maritime frontier,” correctly engrossed, and 
the bill was read the third time, as amended, and 
passed. 

Mr. Anverson, from the committee appointed 
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on the subject, reported a bill for improving the 
navigation of the river Potomac, opposite the city 
of Washington ; and the bill was read, and passe( 
to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “Ay 
act concerning the Naval. Establishment,” to. 
gether with the amendments. 

After debate, the Senate adjourned. 





Frivay, March 6. 


The.bill for improving the navigation of the 
river Potomac was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed, as ‘in Committee of th: 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief 0 
the officers and soldiers who served in the lat: 
campaign on the Wabash,” together with th: 
amendments reported thereto. by the select com. 
mittee ; and, after debate, on motion by Mr. Porr 
the bill was recommitted to a select committee 
further to considerand report thereon; and Messrs. 
Pore, Greece, and Smiru, of Maryland, were ap. 
pointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act concerning the Naval Establishment” and 
on the question to adda .new section to the bil! 
proposed by Mr. Luoyp, in the following words: 


“‘ And be it further enacted, That the President o 
the United States be, and he hereby is, authorized an‘ 
empowered, as speedilyas may be, to cause’ to be built 
on the most approved model, frigates, of a rate no! 
exceeding thirty-six guns each, and that a sum no! 
exceeding dollars be, and the same is hereby, ap- 
propriated for building the said frigates, out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated : 


It was determined in the negative—yeas 13 
nays 19, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Brent, Dana, German 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Howell, Hunter, Lloyd, Reed 
and Smith, of Maryland. ' 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bradley, Campbell, 0 
Ohio, Campbell, of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Gregg, Lambert, Leib, Pope, Rob: 
inson, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, an/ 
Varnum. 

The bill was further amended by reducing the 
appropriations for repairs from four hundred and 
eighty thousand to three hundred thousand dol: 
lars, and confining its application to the repair 0! 
the frigates Chesapeake, Constellation, and Adams 
The timber, to be annually purchased for three 
years, is to be such as is “suitable for rebuilding 
the frigates Philadelphia, General Greene, New 
York, and Boston.” 

A newsection was also added, requiring the ad: 
vice and consent of the Senate to all nominations 
to the office of purser in the Navy, and precluding 
any one from acting in that capacity after a cer- 
tain time who shall not have been thus first nom- 
inated and appointed ; they are also to give bond 
in an amount not yet fixed, for. the faithful per 
formance of the duties of purser, &c. 

The bill was, as amended, ordered to a third 
reading. 








7165 


> Mares 


A wm 
inform 
a bill, 
) to raise 
they r 
: he 
' to the 


ws Fmt ina acca 


iene 


io 


\ The 
_ Pres 
| To the 
: 
: T la’ 
) which 
) prove t 
- notwitl 
' not to 
- wards | 
 fession 
’ Govert 
agent 
States, 
_ Massa 
- tuted a 
| disaffec 
to the 
| force, a 
_ part 
Britair 
' Ine 
a proc 
will n 
good ¢ 
under 
ties, tl 








812 


the 
City 
Ssed 


the 
AD 


to 


the 


7 the 
of o! 
late 
the 
om.- 
OPE 
itee 
SSIs, 
ap 


the 
An 
and 
bill 
rds: 
it o! 
and 
uilt 
not 
no! 
, ap: 
any 
od: 


13 


nan 
eed 


» 0 
itts 
Rob: 
and 


the 
and 
lol: 
of 
ms. 


ing 
ew 


& a 


16 9165 


{ Marcu, 1812: 


Sod Sab SRO es each 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 166 








Proceedings. SENATE. 

















A message from the House of Representatives | for further amendment, it was determined in the 
informed the Senate that the House have passed | negative. 
a bill, entitled “ An act supplementary to ‘ Anact On motion, by Mr. Braptey, the bill was 
to raise an additional military force,” in which | amended, by unanimous consent, and passed with 


_ they request the concurrence of the Senate. amendments. 


he bill last mentioned was read, and passed | Mr. Gives, from the committee to whom was 


' to the second reading. referred so much of the Message of the President 


nh eal 
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ai 


_ wards Great Britain, and in the midst of amicable pro- 
' fessions and negotiations on the part of the British 
_ Government, through its public Minister here, a secret 


_ States, more especially at the seat of Government in 
_ Massachusetts, in fomenting disaffection to the consti- 
_ tuted authorities of the nation, and in intrigues with the 
_ disaffected, for the purpose of bringing about resistance 


of the United States, of the 5th of November, as 
concerns the relations between the United States 





Monpay, March 9. and France and Great Britain, further reported, 

The following Message was received from the | in part, a bill to provide for the designating, sur- 

PresipENT OF THE Unirep Srartes: veying, and granting, the military bounty lands; 
To the Senate and House of and the bill was passed to a second reading. 

Representatives of the United States : The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


I lay before Congress copies of certain documents | Whole, the bill, entitled “An act authorizing a 
which remain in the Department of ‘State. They | lean for a sum not exceeding eleven millions of 
prove that, at a recent period, whilstthe United States, | dollars,” together with the amendment, reported 
notwithstanding the wrongs sustained by them, ceased | thereto by the select committee; and, having 
not to observe the laws of peace and neutrality to- | aereed to the amendment, the President reported 
the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

The bill entitled “An act supplementary to ‘An 
act to raise an additional military force,” was read 
the second time, and referred to a select commit- 
tee to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
Campsett of Ohio, Crawrorp, and Lets, were 
appointed the committee. 


agent of that Government was employed in certain 


to the laws, and eventually, in concert with a British 
force, of destroying the Union, and forming the eastern 
part thereof into a political connexion with Great 
Britain. 

In addition to the effect which the discovery of such 
a procedure ought to have on the public councils, it 
will not fail to render more dear to the hearts of all 
good citizens that happy Union of these States, which, 
under Divine Providence, is the gurranty of their liber- 
ties, their safety, their tranquillity, and their prosperity. 

JAMES MADISON, 





Tuespay, March 10. 


The Presipent communicated a report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, made in conformity 
with the resolution of the Senate of the 2d instant, 
in relation to the exports to France, &c.;-and the 
report was read. 

A message feom the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed a bill. 
entitled “An act for the relief of Arthur St. Clair,” 
a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Thomas 
use of the Senate; and on-motion of Mr. Camp- | Wilson ;” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
BELL, of Tennessee, 4 committee was appointed to | Thomas Orr,” and a bill, entitled “An act provi- 
examine the documents above referred to, and | ding for the removal of causes depending in the 
designate such as may be necessary to be printed. respective district courts of the United States, in 

essrs. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, Brent, and the case of the disability of the judges thereof ;’’ 


Marca 9, 1812. 


The Message and documents. therein referred 
to were read, and one thousand copies of the Mes- 
sage and documents ordered to be printed for the 


A: 


Bayarp, were appointed the committee. in which bills they request.the concurrence of 
Mr. Lioyp submitted the following motion for | the Senate. . 
consideration : The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to | MOtlon made yesterday, by Mr. Lioyp; and, on 
lay before the Senate the names of any and all persons | Motion, by Mr. Gites, the motion was amended, 
in the United. States, and especially in the State of | and agreed to as follows: 
Massachusetts, who have in any way or manner what-| Resolved, That the President of the United 
ever entered’ into, or most remotely countenanced, the | States be requested to cause to be laid before the 
project or the views, for the execution or attainment | Senate any information which may be in his pos- 
of which John Henry was, in the year 1809, employed | session, and which, in his judgment, may be com- 
by Sir James Craig, then Governor General of the | municated without injury to the public interests, 
British provinces in North America, and which have | respecting the names of any and all persons in the 
‘this day been communicated to the Senate of the Uni- | United States who have, in any way or manner 
ted States. whatever, entered into, or most remotely counte- 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the | nanced, the project or the views, for the execution 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act concern- | or attainment of which John Henry was, in the 
ing the Naval Establishment,” correctly engross- | year 1809, employed by Sir James Craig, then 
ed; and the bill was read the third time as | Governor General of the British provincesin North 
amended, and the blanks were filled. America, and which have this day been commu- 

On motion, by Mr. Biss, to recommit the bill | nicated to the Senate of the United States. 
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The yeasand nays having been required on the 
resolution by one-fifth of the Senators present, 
those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Campbell of Ohio, Camp- 
bell of Tennessee, Cutts, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lam- 
bert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, Smith of 
New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Varnum. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Condit, Crawford, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Robinson, and Worthington. 

Mr. GILMAN, from the committee, reported the 
amendment to the bill, entitled “An act author- 
izing a loan for a sum not exceeding eleven mil- 
lions of dollars,” -correctly engrossed; and the 
bill-was read the third time as amended, and 
passed with an amendment. 





Wepnespay, March 11, 


The four bills brought up yesterday for con- 
currence were read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

Mr. GaiLvarp presented the petition of Natha- 


ee ee eee | tional military force,” together with the amend- | 


Carolina, praying the remission of interest on 
certain custom-house bonds, for reasons therein 
stated at large; and the petition was read, and 
referred to the Secretary of the Treasury to con- 
sider and report thereon. 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, 

Resolved, That the Message of the President 
of the United States, of the 3d instant, together 


with the result of the proceedings of the conven- | 


tion assembled in the Territory of Orleans on 
the 22d of November last, therewith transmitted, 
be referred to a select committee, to consist of 
five members, to consider and report thereon by 
bill, or otherwise. 

Messrs. Bayarp, Crawrorp, Biss, Lioyp, and 
Campse.t, of Tennessee, were appointed the 
committee. 


- The bill to provide for the designating, survey- | 


ing, and granting the military bounty lands, was 
read the second time. 
Mr. Campse.t, of Ohio, from the committee 


to whom was referred the bill, entitled “ An act | ; , 
| consideration : 


supplementary to ‘ An act to raise an additional 
military force,” reported it amended. 





Tuurspay, March 12. 


The Presipent communicated a report of the 
Secretary for the Department of Treasury, with 
a siatement of the emoluments of the officers 
employed in the collection of the customs for 
the year 1811; which were read. 

Mr. Horsey, from the committee to whom 
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The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Thomas Wilson.” was read the second time, and 
referred to the committee last appointed, to con- 
sider and report thereon. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Thomas Orr,” was read the second time, and re- 


ferred to a select committee. to consider and re- | 


port thereon ; and Messrs. WortHineron, Hor- 
sey, and Conpir, were appointed the committee, 

The bill, entitled “An act providing for the 
removal of causes depending in the respective 
district courts of the United States, in case of 
the disability of the judges thereof,” was read 


the second time, and referred to a select com- 


mittee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. Crawrord, Bayarp, and CaMPBELL, of 
Tennessee, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Branb.ey, from the committee to whom 
was recommitted the bill to incorporate Moses 
Austin, John Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and 
others, into a company, by the name of the 
Louisiana Lead Company, reported it amended. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the act to raise an addi- 


ments reported thereto by the select committee; | 


and having agreed to the amendment, the Presi- 
dent reported the bill to the House accordingly. 
On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 


| time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 


firmative. 





Fripay, March 13. 


Mr. WorrHincTon presented the memorial of 
Eligius Fromentin and Allan B. Magruder, dele- 
gates from the Convention of the Territory oi 
Orleans; praying a law may pass, giving further 
time for the entry of land claims in the eastern 


i 
; 


district of the Territory of Orleans, for reasons | 


therein stated at large; and the memorial was | 


read, and referred to a seleet committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise; 
and Messrs. Wortruineton, Conpirt, and Craw- 
FORD, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Gives submitted the following motion for 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to revise 


| and amend the act, entitled “ An act for dividing the 


Indiana Territory into two separate governments,” 


| approved the 3d of February, 1809; and that the com- 


mittee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill making fur- 
ther provision for the sale of public lands; and, 
after debate, Mr. Samira, of Maryland, moved 
that the further consideration of this bill be post- 


was referred the bill, entitled “An act to incor- | poned to the first Monday in December next; 
porate the trustees of the Georgetown Lancaster | and it was agreed that this motion for postpone- 
School Society,” reported it without amendment. | ment be the order of the day for Monday next. 


The bill, entitled “ An act for the relief-of Ar- | 


A message from the House of Representatives 





thur St. Clair,” was read the second time, and | informed the Senate that the House have passed 
referred to a select committee, to consider and | a bill, entitled “ An act repealing the tenth sec- 
report thereon ; and Messrs. Crawrorp, Bayarp, | tion of the act to incorporate the subscribers to 
and Brav ey, were appointed the committee. the Bank of the United States ;” also, a bill, en- 
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titled “An act giving further time to the -pur- Monpay, March 16. 
chasers of public lands northwest of the river) The bill, entitled “An act repealing the 10th 
Ohio to complete their payments ;” in, which | section of the act to incorporate the subscribers 
bills they request the concurrence of the Senate. | to the Bank of the United States,” was read the 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and | second time. 
passed to the second reading. | The bill, entitled “An act giving further time 

The following Message was received from the | to the purchasers of public land northwest of the 
PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED States: | river Ohio to complete their payments,” was read 
To the Senate of the United States : the second time. 

I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secretary of| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
State, complying with their resolution of the 10th in- | motion made the 14th inst. on the subject; and, 
stant. JAMES MADISON. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 

Department ov State, March 12, 1812. revise and amend the act, entitled “An act for 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the | dividing the Indiana Territory into two separate 
resolution of the Senate ofthe 10th instant, has the | governments,” approved the 3d day of February, 
honor to report, that this department is not in posses- | 1809; and that the committee have leave to re- 
sion of any names of persons in the United States, | port by bill or otherwise. 


who have, in any way or manner whatever, entered |  Mfogsrs. Gites, Bayarp, and Pops, were ap- 


into or countenanced the project or the views, for the | pointed the committee. 


execution or attainment of which, John Henry was, | The bill . . 
é wag. “te *e to incorporate a bank in the town of 
in the _ 1809, employed by Sir James Craig; the said Alexandria, by the a and style of the M 


John Henry having named no persons or person as re 7 ; 
being concerned in the said project or views referred ee of Alexandria, was read the sec- 


to in the documents laid before Congress on the 9th ‘ , 
instant. Which is respectfully submitted. The. Senate resumed the consideration of the 
JAMES MONROE. | motion to postpone the bill making further pro- 


vision for, the sale of public lands to the first 

The Message and report were read, and one | Monday in December next: and on motion, by 
thousand copies thereof ordered to be printed for | Mr. Smiru of Maryland, it was agreed that the 
the use of the Senate. , further consideration thereof be postponed to, and 

Mr. Brenr, from the committee to whom the | he made the order of the day for, Wednesday 
subject was referred, reported a bill to incorpo- | pegt, 
rate a bank in the town of Alexandria, by the; The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
name and style of the Mechanics’ Bank of Alex- Whole, the consideration of the bill to alter the 
andria; and the bill was read, and passed to the | times of holding the circuit courts of the first 
second reading. circuit, together with the amendments reported 

On motion, by Mr. Brent, the Message of the | thereto by the seleet committee; and having 
President of the United States of the 9th instant, | acreed to the amendments, the President reported 
together with the accompanying documents, also | the bill to the House accordingly. 
the Message and report of the 12th instant, was| On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
referred to the committee to whom was referred, | and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
on the 8th of November last, so much of the | mined in the affirmative. 
Message of the President of the United States as 
concerns the relations between the United States 
and France and Great Britain, to consider and 
report thereon, 





The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THE Unirep Srates: 
| To the Senate and House o 


Mr. Luoyp, from the committee to whom was Representatives of the United States : 
referred the bill to alter the times of holding the| I lay before Congress a letter from the Envoy Ex- 
circuit courts of the first circuit, reported it traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great 
amended. Britain to the Secretary of State. 

Mr. ANDERSON presented the petition of Rich- | 3 JAMES MADISON. 
ard Mitchill, of the county of Hawkins, in the | Manca 13, 1612. 
State of Tennessee, praying remission of certain} The Message and letter therein referred to 
judgments obtained against him by the United | were read, and ordered to be printed for the use 
States, in the circuit court at Knoxville. in the | of the Senate; and, on motion, by Mr. Greag, 
State of Tennessee, for reasons therein stated at | they were referred to the committee to whom 
large ; and the petition was read. was referred, the 13th instant, the Message of 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | the President of the United States, of the 9th, 
Whole, the bill to authorize the President of the | together with the accompanying documents, also 
United States to ascertain and designate certain | the Message and report of the 12th instant, in 
boundaries; and, after debate, the further consid- = to the same subject, to consider and re- 








eration thereof was postponed. port thereon. 

Mr. Bigs, from the committee, reported the; The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act supple- | Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
mentary to an act to raise an additional military | act to incorporate the trustees of the George- 
force,” correctly engrossed ; and the bill was read | town Lancaster School Society,” and it was 
the third time, and passed with amendments. ordered to a third reading. 
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Mr. Greco, from the committee to whom was 
referred the joint resolution respecting the arts 
and manufactures of the United States, reported 
an amendment; and the amendment having been 
considered and agreed to as in Committee of the 
Whole, the President reported the resolution to 
the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this resolution be read 
a third time as amended? it was determined in 
the affirmative. 

On motion, by Mr. Anderson, it was agreed 
that the consideration of the bill for. improving 
the navigation of the river Potomac bé made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to carry into effeet an act of the 
Legislature of the State of Maryland; and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

Mr. Crawrorp, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act providing 
for thé removal of causes depending in the re- 
spective district courts of the United States, in 
case of the disability of the judges thereof,” re- 
ported it with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
two first of the amendments proposed by the 
Senate to the bill, entilled “An act concerning 
the Naval Establishment,” and disagree to the 
remainder of said amendments. hey have 
passed a bill, entitled “An act to enable the peo- 
ple of the Mississippi Territory to form a consti- 
tution and State government. and for the ad- 
mission of such State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States;” also, a bill, 
entitled “An act relinquishing to the Corporation 
of the city of New Orleans the use and _ posses- 
sion of a lot in‘the said city; in which bills they 
ask the concurrence of the Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Bayarp, from the committee appointed on 
the subject, reported a bill for the admission of 
the State of Louisiana into the Union, and to-ex- 
tend the laws of the United States to the said 
State; and the bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill'to incorporate Moses Austin, John 
Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and othefs,; into a 
company, by the name of the Louisiana Lead 
Company, together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the select committee; and having 
agreed to sundry amendments, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 





Tuespay, March 17. 


The bill, entitled “ An act to enable the people 
of the Mississippi Territory to form a constitution 
and State government, and for the admission of 
such State into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original States,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sist of five members, to consider and report there- 








— 


on; and Messrs. Crawrorp, ANDERSON, FRAnk- 
Lin, Grea, and TayLor, were appointed the 
committee. 

The bill, entitled “ An act relinquishing to the 
Corporation of the city. of New Orleans the use 


| 


| 





and possession of a Jot in the said city,” was read | 
the second time, and referred to a select commit- | 


tee, to consider and report thereon; and Messrs, 
Grece, Conpit, and Campseii of Tennessee, 
were appointed the committee, 

Mr. WortuineTon, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill. entitled “An act for 
the relief of Thomas Orr,” reported it without 
amendment. 


Mr. Sarru, of Maryland, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected to lay before this House a view of all the appro- 
priations made.by the several acts passed during the 


present session, and to include therewith the interest | 


payable on the Louisiana debt, and the amount paya- 
ble during the present year, (under the act making 
provision for the redemption of the whole of the public 
debt of the United States,) for the interest and reiin- 
bursement of the domestic debt of the United States ; 
and, also, a statement of the balance remaining in the 
Treasury of the United States on the 3lst of Decem- 
ber last, and of the balances unexpended on the same 
day in the hands of the Treasurer of the War and Na- 
vy Departments. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- | 
ments disagreed to by the House of Representa- | 


tives to the bill, entitled “ An act concerning the 
Naval Establishment ;” and, on motion, by Mr. 
GILEs, 

Resolved, That they insist on their amendments 
disagreed to, and ask a conference on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Gites, Luoyp, and 
Crawrorp, be the managers at the said confer- 
ence on the part of the Senate. 


Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the | 


amendment to the joint resolution respecting the 
arts and manufactures of the United States, cor- 
rectly. engrossed ;” and the resolution was read 
the third time as amended, and passed with an 
amendment. 

Mr. Gi_MAN, from the committee, reported the 
bill to carry into effect an act of the Legislature 
of the State of Maryland, correctly engrossed ; 
and the bill was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Gian, from the committee, also reported 
the bill to alter the times of holding the circuit 
courts of the first cireuit correctly engrossed ; 
and the bill was read the third time as amended, 
and passed. 

The bill, entitled “ An act to incorporate the 
Trustees of the Georgetown Lancaster School 
Society,” was read the third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bil! for improving the navigation of 
the river Potomac; and a motion was made, by 
Mr. ANDERSON, to amend the bill; and, on his 
motion, it was agreed that the further considera- 
tion thereof be postponed to, and be made the or- 
der of the day for, Friday next. 
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The bill for the admission of the State of Lou- 
isiana into the Union, and to extend the laws of 
the United States to the said State, was read the 
second time. 

On motion, by Mr. AnpgErson, the bill for the 
relief of Thomas and William Streshly was re- 
committed to a select committee, further to con- 
sider and report thereon ; and the petition of Rich- 
ard Mitchill, presented the 13th instant, was re- 
ferred to the same committee, to consider and re- 

ort thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Messrs. ANDERSON, Biss, and Lets, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act repealing the tenth section of the act to in- 
corporate the subscribers to the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States.” 

Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 

On motion, it was agreed that the consideration 
of the bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Samuel Lapsley, deceased, be made the order of 
the day for to-morrow. 

On motion, by Mr. WorTHINGTON, it wasagreed 
that the bill, entitled “ An act giving further time 
to the purchasers of the public land northwest of 
the river Ohio, to complete their payments,” be 
postponed to, and be made the order of the day 
for, Monday next. 








Wepnespay, March 18. 


On motion, by Mr. Crawrorp, the Senate re- 
sumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- 
sideration of the’bill, entitled “An act providing 
for the removal of causes depending in the re- 
spective district courts of the United States. in 
cease of the disability of the judges thereof,” toge- 
ther with the amendments reported thereto by the 
select committee; and, having agreed to the 


amendments, the President reported the bill to | 


the House accordingly. 

Oc the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr. Biss, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill last mentioned correctly 
engrossed ; and, on motion, by Mr. Crawrorp, 
the bill was read the third time as amended, by 
unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments, 


and that the title thereof be “An act providing | 
for the trial of all causes pending in the respect- | 


ive district courts of the United States, in ease of 
the absence or disability of the judges thereof.” 
Mr. Brapwey gave notice that, to-morrow, he 
Should ask leave to bring in a bill to carry into 
effect. the provisions of the eighth section of the 
act regulating grants of land, and providing for 


the disposal of the lands of the United States | 


south of the State of Tennessee. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole. the consideration of the bill to incorpo- 
rate Moses Austin, John Rice Jones, Henry Aus- 
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ing been further amended, the President reported 
it to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed the bill’ making further 
provision for the sale of the public lands. 

On motigg, by Mr. Campse t, of Ohio, it was 
agreed that the further consideration thereof be 
postponed to, and made the order of the day for, 
Monday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House insist on 
their disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “An act concerning 
the Naval Establishment.” They agree to the 
conference proposed on the subject, and have ap- 
pointed managers on their part. They have 

| passed the bill sent from the Senate, entitled “An 
| act to establish the quartermaster’s department, 
'and for other purposes,” with amendments ; in 
| which they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
| Whole, the bill for the relief of the representa- 
tives of Samuel Lapsley, deceased. 

On motion, by Mr. Bravvey, toamend the bill 
by adding an additional section, in the following 
words: 
| “ And be it further enacted, 'That the accounting 
| officers of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, di- 
| rected to adjust and settle a final settlement certificate, 
No. 46,473, for fifty-eight dollars and eighty-nine 
| ninetieths, and interest from the first day of January, 


| 1783, issued in the name of Joseph Young, by John 
| Pierce, commissioner of army accounts for the United 
| States, on the first day of March, 1784; and that the 
| amount due on said certificate be paid to the said Jo- 
|seph Young, or bearer, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury, not otherwise appropriated :. Provided, That 
said certificate shall be lodged with the Register of the 
to the payment 


| 
} 


|Treasurer, and cancelled prior 
thereof ;” 


| 

| And the motion was determined in the nega- 
| tive—yeas 6, nays 22, as follows: 

| Yeras—Messrs. Bradley, German, Hunter, Robin- 
| son, Taylor, and Worthington. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Campbell 
| of Ohio, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Cutts, Frank- 
| lin, Gaillard, Giles; Gilman, Goodrich, Howell, Lam- 
| bert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, Smith of 
| New York, Tait, Turner,and Varnum. 


On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time? it was determined in the 
negative—yeas 14, nays 15, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ohio, 

Campbell of Tennessee, Dana, Giles, Goodrich, Hun- 
| ter, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, Tait, and 
| Worthington. 
Naxys—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Condit, Cutts, 
| Franklin, Gaillard, German, Gregg, Howell, Lambert, 
Robinson, Smith of New York, Taylor, Turner, and 
| Varnum. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


tin, and others, into a company, by the name of | Whole, the bill to provide for the designating, 
the Louisiana Lead Company; and the bill hay- | surveying, and granting, the military bounty 
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lands; and, on motion by Mr. Brap.ey, the fur- Fripay, March 20. 
ther consideration thereof, was postponed until} Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, from the committee 
‘Tuesday next. ; to whom was referred the amendments of the 
The bill, entitled “An act repealing the tenth | House of Representatives to the bill, entitled “An 
section of the act to incorporate the subscribers to | act to establish a quartermaster’s department, and 
the Bank of the United States,” was read the third | for other purposes,” made report. hereupon, 
time, and passed. d Resolved, That the Senate disagree to all the 
The Senate resumed, as in Comagttee of the | amendments of the House of Representatives to 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of the said bill, and insist on their disagreement, and 
Thomas Orr;” and the further consideration | ask a conference on the subject-matter thereof. 
thereof was postponed until to-morrow. Messrs. Smitru, of Maryland, Bayarp, and 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | Crawrorp, were appointed the managers at the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief said conference on the part of the Senate. 
of the collectors of the ports of Baltimore and of A message from the House of Representatives 
Norfolk and Portsmouth ; and, on the question. | informed the Senate that the House have passed 
Shall this bill be engrossed, and read a third time? | a bill, entitled “An act for the admission of the 
it was determined in the negative. State of Louisiana into the Union, and to extend 
the laws of the United States to the said State ;” 
Tudacvat, Marek i9. —— bill they request the concurrence of the 
The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- | The bill was twice read, by unanimous con- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill | sent, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
entitled “An act to establish a quartermaster’s de- | sist of five members, to consider and report 
partment, and for other purposes.” thereon; and Messrs: Bayarp, Crawrorp, Lioyp, 
On motion by Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, they | Biss, and Campse t, of Tennessee, were appoint- 
were referred to a select committee, to consider | ed the committee. 











and report thereon ; and Messrs. Smirn, of Mary- | The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
land, Crawrorp, and Varnum, were appointed | Whole, the consideration of the bill for improv- 
the committee. ing the navigation of the river Potomac; and, 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | after debate, on motion of Mr. Bran .ey, the bill 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the ad- | was recommitted to a select committee, to con- 
mission of the State of Louisiana into the Union, | sist of five members, further to consider and re- 
and to extend the laws of the United States to the | port thereon; and Messrs. Goopricu, Bayarp, 
said State. Brapb.ey, Brent, and GiLes, were appointed the 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed, | committee. 
and read a third time? it was determined inthe| Mr. Guman, from the committee, reported the 
affirmative. | bill for the admission of the State of Louisiana 

Mr. Griman, from the committee, reported the | into the Union, and to extend the laws of the 
bill to incorporate Moses Austin, John Rice Jones, | United States to the said State, correctly engross- 
Henry Austin, and others, into a company, by the | ed; and, on motion by Mr. Bayarp, it was re- 
name of the Louisiana Lead Company, correctly | committed to the committee to whom was refer- 
engrossed. red, this day, the bill brought up from the House 

On motion by Mr. Lioyp, the bill was recom- | of Representatives for concurrence, on the same 
mitted to a select committee, further to.consider | subjeet, further to consider and report thereon. 
and report thereon ; and Messrs. LLoyp, Braptey, Mr. Gives, from the managers on the part of 
and Greaa, were appointed the committee. the Senate on the bill, entitled “An act concern- 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | ing the Naval Establishment,” made report. 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An | A message from the House of Representatives 





act for the relief of Thomas Orr ;” and the bill | informed the Senate that the House concur in 
having been amended, the President reported it to | the first and third, and disagree to the second 
the House accordingly. amendment to the bill, entitled “An act provid- 


On the question, Shall this bill be read a third | ing for the trial of all causes pending in the re- 
time as amended ? it was determined in the nega- | spective district courts of the United States in 
tive. case of the absence or disability of the judges 

On motion, by Mr. Brent, it was agreed that | thereof.” 
the bill to incorporate a bank in the town of! On motion, by Mr. Crawrorp, the Senate re- 
Alexandria, by the name and style of the Me- | ceded from their second amendment to the said 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria, be made the order | bill: 
of the day for Tuesday next. : | Mr. Lioyn,; from the committee to whom was 

Mr. Brap.ey asked and obtained leave to bring | recommitted the bill to incorporate Moses Aus- 
in a bill to carry into effect the provisions of the | tin, John Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others, 
eighth section of the act regulating the grants of | into a company, by the name of the Louisiana 
land, and providing for the disposal of the lands | Lead Company, reported it amended. 
of the United States south of the State of Ten-| Mr. Worrtatneron, from the committee to 
nessee ; and the bill was read, and passed to the | whom was referred the representation of the del- 
second reading. egates from Orleans Territory, reported a bill giv- 
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ing further time for registering claims to land in 
the eastern district of the Territory of Orleans, 
and the bill was read, and passed to the second 


reading. 








Monpay, March 23. 
The Vice Presipent being indisposed, the 
Senate adjourned. 





Toespay, March 24. 


In the absence ofthe Vice Presipent, on 
motion of Mr. Lioyp, the Senate proceeded to the 
choice of a President pro tempore, as the Consti- 
tution provides, and Witiiam H. Crawrorp was 
elected. 

Mr. Pore, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill, entitled “An act for the 
relief of the officers and soldiers who served in 
the late campaign on the Wabash,” reported it 
amended, 

The PresipeNT communicated a report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the petition of Na- 
thaniel Russell, and others, of Charleston, South 
Carolina, referred to him on the 11th instant, and 
the report Was read, and ordered to be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House insist on 
their amendments disagreed to by the Senate, to 
the bill, entitled “An act to establish a quarter- 
master’s department, and for other purposes.” 
They agree to the conference proposed on the 
subject, and have appointed managers on their 
part. They have passed a bill, entitled “An act 
making provision for certain persons claiming 
lands under the several acts for the relief of the 
refugees from the British provinces of Canada 
and Nova Scotia ;” in which bill they request the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill Jast brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to incorporate a bank in the town 
of Alexandria, by the nameand style of the Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria; and, on motion by 
Mr. Brent, it was recommitted to a select com- 
mittee, further to consider and report thereon; 
and Messrs. Brent, CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, and 
TAYLOR, were appointed the committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, the petitions of the 
inhabitants of that part of Louisiana called Feli- 
ciana, lying between the Pearl and Mississippi 
rivers, upon the subject of annexation to the 
State of Louisiana, was referred to the committee 
to whom was reterred the bill for the admission 
of the State of Louisiana into the Union, to con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Smiru of Maryland, from the managers 
at the conference on the part of the Senate on 
the bill, entitled “An act establishing a quarter- 
master’s department, and for other purposes,” 
made report. 

On motion, by Mr. Gives, the Senate resumed 
the consideration of the report of the managers 
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at the conference on their part. on the bill, en- 
titled “An act concerning the Naval Establish- 
ment.” 

Whereupon, Resolved, That they so far recede 
from their amendments as to agree to the report 
of the managers, and that the bill be so modified. 

The bill to carry into effect the provisions of 
the eighth seetion of the “Act regulating the grants 
of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States south of the State of Ten- 
nessee,” was read the second time, and referred to 
a select committee, to consist of five mentbers, to 
consider and report thereon; and Messrs. Brap- 
Ley, Tair, Grece, Lioyp, and Hunter, were 
appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to incorpo- 
rate. Moses Austin, John Rice Jones, Henry Aus- 
tin, and others, into a company, by the name of 
the Louisiana Lead Company, together with the 
amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee; and having in part agreed to the report 
of the committee, the President reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to provide for the designating, 
surveying, and granting, the milrtary bounty 
land; and on motion, by Mr. Campse tt, of Ten- 
nessee, the further consideration thereof was post- 
poned until to morrow. 


Wepnespay, March 25. 

The bill giving further time for segistering 
claims to land in the eastern district of the Ter- 
ritory of Orleans, was read the second time. 

The bill. entitled “An act making provision for 
certain persons claiming lands under the several 
acts for the relief of the refugees from the British 
provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia,” was read 
the second time, and referred to the committee to 
whom was recommitted, on the 28th January, 
the bill which originated in the Senate on the 
same subject, to consider and report thereon. 

On motion, the Senate resumed the considera- 
tion of the report of the managers at the confer- 
ence on their part, on the bill, entitled “An act 
establishing a quartermaster’s department, and 
for other purposes.” Whereupon, 

Resolved, That they recede from their disa- 
greement to the amendments of the House of 
Representatives, so far as to agree to the report 
of the managers, and that the bill be so modified. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
modification of the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill, entitled “An act concerning the Naval 
Establishment,” as reported by the managers at 
the conference on the said bill. The House 
of Representatives have passed a bill, entitled 
“An act for the organization of a corps of arti- 
ficers,” in which bill they request the concurrence 
of the Senate. 
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" The bill’ last mentioned was read, and passed | 


to-a second reading. 


Mr. Grece, from the committee to whom was | 


referred the bill, entitled “An aet relinquishing 
to the Corporation of the city of New Orleans 


the use and possession of a lot in the said city,” | 
reported it with an amendment, and the amend- | 


ment was considered and agreed to, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole and the President_reported 
the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative, 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled | 


’*An act for the relief of the officers and. soldiers 
who served in the late campaign on the Wabash,” 
together with the amendments reported thereto 
by the select committee, and the. report was 
in part adopted ; and, after debate, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until to morrow. 

Mr. Gian, from the committee, reported the 
bill to incorporate Moses Austin, John Rice Jones, 
Henry Austin, and others, into a company, by 
the name of the Louisiana Lead Company, cor- 
rectly engrossed. 

Mr. Bayarp, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill from the House of Representa- 
tives, entitled “An act for the admission of the 
State of Louisiana into the Union, and to extend 
the laws of the United States to the said State,” 
reported it with amendments. 





Tuurspay, March 26. 


Mr. GiLMan, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act relin- 
quishing to the Corporation of the city.of New 
Orleans the use and possession of a lot in the said 
city,” correctly engrossed ; and the bill was read 
the third time as arnended; and the title having 
been amended, the bill was passed. 

Mr. Gitman, from the committee, also stated 
the report of the managers at the conference on 
the part of the Senate, on the bill entitled “An 
act establishing a quartermaster’s department, and 
for other purposes,” correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Brap.ey, from the committee to whom 
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the officers and soldiers who served in the late 
'campaign on the Wabash.” 

On motion, by Mr. Brav ey, it was agreed to 
iamend the second section by adding a proviso 
thereto. 

On motion, by Mr. German, to amend the 
second section of the bill, line three, by inserting 
the words “army and,” extending the provision 
| to the regular troops as well as militia, it was de- 
‘termined in the negative—yeas 13, nays 15. as 
follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Cutts, German, Giles, 
_ Gilman, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Smith of 
| Maryland, Smith of New York, and Taylor. 
Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Campbell of Tennessee, 
| Condit, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, Goodrich, Leib, 
| Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Tait, Turner, Varnum, and Wor- 
thington. 
On motion by Mr. German, to strike out the 
| second section of the bill, amended as follows: 
Src, 2. And be it further enacted, That the officers, 
| according to the rank which they held, as aforesaid, 
the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the vol- 
| unteers or militia, who served in, the said campaign, 
and who were killed or died of weunds received in said 
service, leaving a widow, or, if no widow, shall have 
| left.a child or children, under the age of sixteen years, 
| such widow, or, if no widow, such child or children, 
| shall be entitled to, and receive, the halfof the monthly 
| pay to which the deceased was entitled at the time of 
his death, or receiving the wound of which he died, 
for and during the term of five years; and in case of 
| the death or intermarriage of such widow, before the 
| expiration of the term of five years, the half pay, for 
_ the remainder of the term, shall go to the child or child- 
| ren of such deceased officer or soldier, whilst under the 
| age of sixteen years; and in like manner, the allow- 
ance to the child or. children of such deceased, where 
| there is no widow, shall be paid no longer than while 
there is a child or children under the age aforesaid: 
Provided, That no greater.sum shall be allowed in any 
case to the widow, or to the child or children, of any 
| officer, than the half pay of a lieutenant colonel :” 


| It was determined in the negative—yeas 6, nays 

| 22,as follows: 

| Yeas—Messrs. Cutts, German, Lambert, Lloyd, Tur- 

| ner, and Varnum. 

{ Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, 








was referred the bill to carry into effect the pro- Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, 
visions of the eighth section of the act regulating | Leib, Pope, Reed, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New 





the grants of land, and providing for the disposal 
of the lands of the United States south of the 
State of Tennessee, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Goopricu, from the committee to whom 
was recommitted the bill for improving the navi- 
gation of the river Potomac, reported it with 
amendments. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the organization 
of a corps of artificers,” was read the second time 
and referred to a select committee, to consider 
and report thereon; and Messrs. Reep, GitMAN, 
and Smira of Maryland, were appointed the 
committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled ‘‘An act for the relief ot 


York, Tait, Taylor, and Worthington. 

| And the President reported the bill to the House 
| as amended. 

| On the question, Shall this bill be read the third 
| time as amended ? it was determined in the aflir- 
| mative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
| Whole, the consideration of the bill making pro- 
| vision for the sale of the public lands, together 
) with the motion: for postponement to the first 
| Monday in December next; and, on motion, by 

Mr. Gives, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives 

informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
modification of the amendments to the bill, enti- 
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tled “Ao act establishing a quartermaster’s de-| ther provision for the sale of public lands, together 
partment, and for other purposes,” as reported by,| with the motion for postponement ; and the fur- 
ithe managers at the conference on the said bill.) ther consideration of the bill was postponed until 
They have passed a bill, entitled “Aa act to au-| the first Monday in December next. ; 
thorize the Secretary of War to exchange lands} Mr. Bayarp, from the committee appointed to 
with the Ursuline Nuns of the city of New Or-| consider the subject. reported a bill to enlarge the 
leans ;” in which bill they request the concur-| limits of the State of Louisiana; and the bill was 
rence of the Senate. read, and passed to the second reading. 
The bill last mentioned was read, and passedto} Mr. Gives, from the committee to whom was 
the second reading. referred the bill for the relief of Charles Minifie, 
The engrossed bill to incorporate Moses Aus- | reported it with amendments. 
tin, John Rice Jones, Henry Austin, and others,| The Senate resumed, asin Committee of the 
into.a company, by the name of the Louisiana | Whole, the consideration of the bill to authorize 
Lead Company, was read the third time. the President of the United States to ascertain 
On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was| and designate certain boundaries. 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 14, nays 12,| On motion, by Mr. German, to strike out the 
as follows: second section of the bill, which provides for the 
Yxeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bradley, Condit, Craw- ascertaining where the waters of Connecticut 
ford, Dana, German, Goodrich, Gregg, Howell, Hun- | river intersect the northernmost part of the 45th 
ter, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, and Worthing- | degree of north latitude, it was determined in the 
ton. afirmative—yeas 17, nays 10, as follows: 
Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Franklin, Giles, Horsey,| Y:,s—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard. Bibb, Gaillard, 
Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith of Maryland, Tur- | German, Goodrich, Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith 
ner, and Varnum. of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner 
So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and | and Varnum. 
that the title thereof be, “An act to incorporate} Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Condit, Crawford, Dana, 
Moses Austin, John Rice Jones, Henry Austin, |'Franklin, Gregg, Howell, Lambert, Pope, and Worth- 
and others. into a company, by the name of the | ington. 


Louisiana Lead Company.” And the President reported the bill to the 
encintnne House amended. 


Frivay, March 27. On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 


; and read the third time as amended? ii was de- 
The bill entitled, “An act to authorize the Sec- | termined in the affirmative. 


retary of War to exchange lands with the Ursu-| Mr. FRANKLIN, from the committee to whom 
line Nuns of the city of New Orleans,” was read | was referred the petition of Tbomas Gordon, re- 
the second time, and referred to a select commit- | ported that the prayer of the petitioner ought not 
tee, to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. | to be granted, and that the petitioner have leave 
Greoc, Dana, and Brent, were appointed the! to withdraw his papers; and the report was agreed 
committee. to. 

Mr. Campset, of Tennessee, submitted the| On motion, by Mr. Worraincron, the bill en- 
following motion for consideration: titled “An act giving further time to the purchasers 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in-| °f public land northwest of the river Ohio to com- 
quire what provision ought to be made by law for| plete their payments,” was referred toa select 
completing titles on such special entries, locations, and | Committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
surveys of lands, in the State of ‘T'ennessee, as were | Messrs. WorTHINGTON, Smita of Marylaad, aad 
made pursuant to the laws of North Carolina, and re- BaYARD, were appointed the commitiee. 
cognised by the act of the said State, commonly called On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, Mr. Tarr was 
the cession act, and which lie west and south of the | added to the committee to whom were referred, on 
line described in an act of Congress, entitled “An act} the 12th instant, the bill, entitled “An act for the 
to authorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants and | relief of Arthur St. Clair;” and the bill, entitled 
perfect titles to certain lands therein described,” &c.| “An act for the relief of Thomas Wilson.” 
passed on the 18th of April, 1806, and within the 
bounds to which the Indian title has been extinguished ; 


and that the committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise.” 


Mr. Gi_man, from the committee, reported the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act for the 
relief of the officers and soldiers who served in 
the late campaign on the Wabash,” correctly en- 
grossed ; and the bill was read the third time as 
amended, 

_ On motion, by Mr. Reep, to recommit the bill, 
it passed in the negative. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill making fur- 


Monpay, March 30. 

The bill to authorize the President of the Uni- 
ted States toascertain and designate certain boun- 
daries having been reported by the committee cor- 
rectly engrossed, was read the third time as 
amended, and passed. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made the 27th instant, by Mr. CAMPBELL, 
of Tennessee; and the motion was agreed to; and 
Messrs. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, BRADLEY, and 
GREGG, Were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for improv- 


a 
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ing the navigation of the river Potomac, oppo- 
site the City of Washington, together with the 
amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee; and having agreed to the amendments, 
the President reported the bill to the House ac- 
cordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third tinte as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief. 


Proceedings. 
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grossed, was read the third time as amended, and 
assed. 

The bill for improving the navigation of the 
river Potomac, opposite the city of Washington, 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, was read the third time as amended, 
and passed. 

The bill to provide for the designating, survey- 
ing, and granting, the military bounty lands, hav- 
ing been reperted by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, was read the third time as amended, and 


of Charles Minifie, together with the amendments | passed. 


reported thereto by the select committee; and | 
having agreed to the amendments, the President | 


reported the bill to the House accordingly. 
On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 


Mf. Bayarp. from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled * An act for the relief. of 
Arthur St. Clair,’ reported it without amend- 
ment. He also reported the bill, entitled “ An 


and read a third time as amended ? it was deter-| act fot the relief of Thomas Wilson,” without 


mined in the affirmative. 

The bill to enlarge the limits of the State of 
Louisiana was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed; as in Committee of the 
Whoie, the consideration of the bill to provide for 
the-designating, surveying, and granting, the mili- 
tary bounty lands. 

n motion, to strike out the words “ fit for cul- 
tivation,” it was determined in the negative—yeas 
}2, nays 14, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Gilman, Gregg, Leib, Reed, Smith 
of Maryland, Smith of New York, Turner, and Worth- 
ington. 

Nays—Messrs. Bibb, Brent, Crawford, German, 
Giles, Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Lambert, Pope, Rob- 
inson, Tait, ‘Taylor, and Varnum. 

On motion, by Mr. Campsext, of Tennessee, 
to strike out two millions in the Territory of Lou- 
isiana, and insert one million five hundred thou- 
sand, it was determined in the negative—yeas 8, 
nays 17, as follows: 

Ysas—Messrs, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, Lambert, Smith of Maryland, 
and Worthington. 

Naxrs—Messrs. Bibb, Crawford; German, Gilman, 
Goodrieh, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, 
Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Tur- 
ner, and Varnum. 

And the bill having been amended, the Presi- 
dent reported it to the House accordingly. And 
on the question. Shall this bill be engrossed and 
read a third time as amended ? it was determined 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Greae presented the petition of John Clarke, 


of the State of Pennsylvania, praying remunera- | 


tion for services rendered during the Revolution- 
ary war, as therein stated; and the petition was 
read, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise ; and 
Messrs. Greco, Reep, and Smita, of New York, 
were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Situ, of New York, presented the memo- 
rial of Peter Landais, praying compensation for 
military services. 





Touespay, March 31. 
The bill for the relief of Charles Minifie hav- 


amendment. 

The Senate resumed,as in Committee of the 
Whole, the considefation of the bill from the 
House of Representatives, entitled “An act for 
the admission of the State of Louisiana into the 
Union. and té extend the laws of the United States 
to the said State,” together with the amendments 
reported thereto by the select committee; and 
having agreed to the amendments, the President 
reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in'the affirm- 
ative. 

On motion by Mr. Smitu, of New York, the 
memorial of Peter Landais was referred toa select 


| committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 


or otherwise; and Messrs. Smita of New York, 
Brent, and Dana, were appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to carry into effect the provisions of 
the eighth section of the act regulating the grants 
of land, and providing for the disposal of the lands 
of the United States south of the State of Ten- 
nessee; and, on motion by Mr. Giues, it was agreed 
that the further consideration thereof be postponed 
to, and made the order of the day for, Monday 
next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


| Whole, the consideration of the bill giving further 


time for registering claims to land in the eastera 
district of the Territory of Orleans. 
On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 


and read a third time? it was determined in the 
affirmative. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to enlarge the 
limits of the State of Louisiana; and on motion 
by Mr. Varnoum, the yeas and nays were required 


on passing the bill to a third reading; and, after 
debate, on motion by Mr. Anverson, the farther 


| consideration of the bill was postponed until to- 
| morrow, and made the order for that day. 


Mr. Brent, from the committee to whom was 


| referred the bill to incorporate a bank in the town 
ef Alexandria, by the name and style of “the 
Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria,” reported it with 
amendments. 


Mr. Brent presented the petition of the Presi- 


ing been reported by the committee correctly en- | dent and Directors of the Bank of Washington. 
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praying an enlargement of their capital, for rea- | by known wounds received in the Revolutionary 
sons therein stated; and the petition was read, | war, and for other purposes,” was read the second 


and referred to a select committee, to consider and | time, and: referred to a seleet committee, to con- 





+ report thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs, 


Brent, Dana, and Campsect of Tennessee, were 
appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to continue in force ‘ An 
act to provide for persons who were disabled by 
known wounds receivedin the Revolutionary war, 
and for other purposes ;” also a bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of William Hubbell ;” in which 
bills they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The two bilis last brought up for concurrence 
were read, and passed to the second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Frank.in, the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of David Porter 
was discharged, and the consideration of the peti- 
tion postponed indefinitely. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Thomas Orr ;” and the bill having been amended, 
the President reported it tothe House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affirm- 
ative. 





Wepnespay, April 1. 


Mr. Howe t, from the committee to whom was | dred and twelve.” 


referred, on the 30th December last, the petition 


of Nathaniel Smith, naval officer of the port of 


Providence, reported, as their opinion, that it would 
be inexpedient to act any further on it this ses- 
sion; and the report was agreed to. 

Mr. Brapb.ey, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act concern- 
ing the Levy Court of the county of Washington, 
in the District of Columbia,” reported it amended. 

Mr. Pore, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act supplemental to 
‘An act making provision for arming and equip- 
ping the whole body of militia of the United 
States,” reported it amended. 

On motion by Mr. Pops, the resolutions of the 
Legislature of the State of Kentucky, commnni- 
cated on the 3d March, on the subject of public 
roads, was referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise ; and 
Messrs, Pore, Camppet of Tennessee, and An- 
DERSON, Were appointed the committee. 

On motion, the committee to. whom was refer- 
red the petition of Charles Whitlow, were dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr. Gixes, from the committee to whom was 
referred the petition of Isaac Tryon, reported that 
the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted ; 
and the report was agreed to. 

The bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of Wil- 


liam Hubbell,” was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. Biss, Horsey, and 
Brabtey, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “ An act to continue in force 
An act to provide for persons who were disabled 


| 
























































sider and report thereon ; and Messrs. Greaa, 
Varnom, and Tair, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the granting 
of patents for land, according to the surveys that 
have been made, and to grant donation rights to 
certain claimants of land in the district of Detroit, 
and for other purposes ;” in which bill they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The last mentioned bill was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
for the relief of Thomas Orr.” having been re- 
ported by the committee correctly engrossed, the 
bill was read a third time as amended, and passed 
with amendments, 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
for the admission of the State of Louisiana into 
the Union, and to extend the laws of the United 
States to the said State,” having been reported by 
the committee correctly engrossed, the bill was 
read a third time as amended, and, by unanimous 
consent, was further amended, by striking out, in 
the ninth section and second line. the word “ next,” 
and inserting the words “ one thousand eight hun- 


Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill giving further time for registering 
claims to land in the eastern district of the Terri- 
tory of Orleans having been reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrossed, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to enlarge the 
limits of the State of Louisiana; and, no amend- 
ment having been offered, on the question, Shall 
this bill be engrossed and read a third time? it 
was determined in the affirmative—yeas 21, nays 
8, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Giles, 
Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Leib, Pope, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var- 
num, and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Franklin, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Lambert, Lloyd, and Reed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Arthur St. Clair; and, on the question, Shall 
this bill be read the third time? it passed in the 
negative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled * An act for the relief of 
Thomas Wilson ;” and it was ordered to the third 
reading. 

The following confidential Message was re- 
ceived from the President of the United States: 
To the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States : 

Considering it as expedient, under existing circum- 

stances and prospects, that a general embargo be laid 
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on all vessels now in port, or hereafter arriving, for the 
period of sixty days, [recommend the immediate pas- 


sage of a law to that effect. . 
JAMES MADISON. 
Apnit 1, 1812. 


The Message was read; and on motion, by 
Mr. Bayarp, that the injunction of secrecy be 
taken off respecting the Message last read ; it 
was determined in the negative—yeas 11, nays 
21, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, 
and Reed. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradlay, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford,.Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, Giles, Howell, Leib, Pope, Robinson, Smith of 
’ Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, 
Varnum, and Worthington. 


Resolved, That the Message be referred to a 
select committee, to consist of five members, to 
considet and report thereon by bill of otherwise. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Camppetu of Tennes- 
see. TayLor, German, Pope, and Bayarp, be the 
committee. 





Tuorspay, April 2. 

Mr. Bran ey, from. the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled .““ An act to author- 
ize a detachment from the militia of the United 
States,” reported it amended, 

The following confidential Message was re- 
‘ceived from the House of Representatives, by 
Messrs. Wricur and Grunpy, a committee of 
that House; Mr., Wricat, Chairman: 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives 
have passed a bill, entitled “ An act laying an 
embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports and 
harbors of the United States for a limited time ;” 
in which they ask the concurrence of the Senate ; 
and the committee are instructed to impress on 
the Senate a speedy consideration of the bill. 

The bill was read, and passed to a second 
reading. 

Mr. Campse.., of Tennessee, stated, ftom the 
committee appointed to consider the Message of 
the President of the United States of the first in- 
stant, that, having had intimation that a bill on 
the subject had passed the other House, the com- 
mittee would not at present make a report. 

On motion, by Mr. Lets, that the bill be now 
read a second time by unanimous consent, it was 
objected to as against the rule. 

Mr. Anperson submitted a motion to suspend 
so much of the twelfth rule for conducting busi- 
ness, as provides that the three readings of a bill 
be on three separate days; and, after debate, he 
withdrew his motion, in order that the following 
motion might be taken up: 

Whereupon, a motion was made by Mr. Samira. 
of Maryland, one of the majority, to reconsider the 
vote for the second reading of the bill, by unani- 
mous consent; and it was again objected to as 
against the rule. 

On motion, by Mr. Lioyo, that the bill be 
printed, under an injunction of secrecy, for the 
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use of the Senate, it was determined in the nega. 
tive—yeas 11, nays 21, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Dana, German, 
Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, 
and Reed. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten. 
nessee,’ Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard. 
Giles, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Robinson, Smith o/ 
Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, ‘Turner, 
Varnum, and Worthington. 


Mr. Anperson renewed his motion to suspend 
the twelfth rule for conducting business ; and, on 
the question to agree thereto, it was determined 
in the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 12. as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- 
nessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, 


Giles, Howell, Leib, Pope, Robinson, Smith of Mary. 
land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var. 


num, and Worthington. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Dana, German, 
Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, 
Lloyd, and Reed. 

On, motion, by Mr. Campre ut, of Tennessee 
the bill was read the second time. 

On motion, by Mr. Smrra, of Maryland, the 
bill was referred to the committee yesterday ap- 
pointed on the confidential Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to consider and report 
thereon. 

Mr. Ltoyp submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to lay before the Senate any information 
in possession of the Government, touching our foreign 
relations, which has not been already communicated, 
and which, in his opinion, it may. not be injurious to 
the public interests to make known to the Senate. 

On the question to agree to the resolution, i! 
was determined in the negative—yeas 14, nays. 
17, as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Dana, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, Lan- 
bert, Lloyd, Reed, and Smith of Maryland. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- 
nessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Howell, Leib, Pope, Robinson, Smith of New York, 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Varnum. 


Mr. Campsect, of Tennessee, from the com 
mittee to whom the bill was referred, reported i 
amended. 

Mr. Anverson was called to the Chair, and 
the bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, together with the amendment reported 
thereto by the select committee. 

A motion was made, by Mr. Bayarp, to amend 
the bill; by adding thereto the following section 


And be it further enacted, That the act, entitled 
“ An act concerning the commercial intercourse be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain and France, 
and their dependencies, and for other purposes ; and 
also the third section of the act, entitled “An act sup- 
plementary to the act, entitled ‘An act concerning the 
commercial intercourse between the United States 
and Great Britain and France, and their dependencies, 
and for other purposes,” be and the same are hereby 
repealed. 
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And, on the question to adopt the amendmeni,| So it was Resolved, That this bill pass with 
jt was determined in the negative—yeas 13. nays | amendments. 
19, as follows: On motion, by Mr. Biss, a committee of two 

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Dana, German, Gilman, members were appointed to carry the bill to the 
Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Reed, | House of Representatives, and request their con- 
Smith. of Maryland}and Worthington. currence in the amendments; and . Messrs. Bins 

Naxs—Measrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- | and Campsect of Tennessee, were appointed the 
nessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, | committee. 

Giles, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Robinson, Smith of; The bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 
New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Varnum. | granting of patents of land according to the sur- 

And the bill having been debated, the Presi-| veys that have been made, and to grant donation 
dent resumed the Chair; and it was, by Mr. An- | rights to certain claimants of land in the distriet 
DERSON, reported with amendments; which were of Detroit, and for other purposes,” was read the 
read, and agreed to by the Senate, as follows: | second time, and referred to a select committee, 

Section 1, line 3, strike out “sixty ;” line 6,| to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. Wor- 
strike out “under the immediate direction.” and | THINGTON, GREGG, and Goonricn, were appoint- 
insert, “im ballast, with the consent.” ed the committee. : 

On motion, by Mr. Brabtey, to postpone the; The bill from the House of Representatives, 
further consideration of the bill until to morrow, | entitled “An act in addition to the aet, entitled 
it was determined in the negative. ‘An act to raise an additional military force,” 

Ordered, That the bill, as amended, pass to a| passed January 11, 1812,” was read, and passed 
third reading. | to the second reading. ; 

The following confidential message was re-| _ After the consideration of Executive and con- 
ceived from the House of Representatives, by | fidential business, the Senate adjourned to seven 
Messrs. CaLuoun*and Wiuuiams,a committee | 0’clock in the evening. 
of that House—Mr. Catnoun, chairman: —— Seven o'clock in the evening. 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives | 


} cena c nen © f T ha addialest The bill, entitled “An act for. the relief of 
95 : eee . a8 | Thomas Wilson,” was read a third time, and 
to the act, entitled ‘An act to raise an additional 


ees eee a. : assed. 
itary re pated Janvary 3, 1912718 which | regio enlarge the limits of he State of 

After the consideration of Executive and con- Louisiana heving beea:reperted by the a 

eel sr Mi aete celta correctly engrossed, the third reading thereof was 
’ 5 postponed until to-morrow. 

A motion was made, by Mr. ANDERSON, to sus- 
pend the twelfth rule for conducting business in 
the Senate, as it respects the bill, entitled “ An 
act in addition to the act, entitled ‘ An act to raise 
an additional military force, passed January 11, 
1812 ;” and, after debate, he withdrew his mo- 
tion. 

On motion, that the bill be now read a second 
time by unanimous consent, it was objected to as 
against the rule. 

A motion was made, by Mr. Bayarp, to post- 
pone the consideration of the motion for the see- 
ond reading of the bill until to-morrow; and it 
was determined in the negative. 

Mr. ANDERSON renewed his motion to suspend 














Fripay, April 3. | 

Mr. Greae, from the committee to whom was | 
referred the bill. entitled “ An act to authorize | 
the Secretary of War to exchange lands with the 
Ursuline Nuns of the city of New Orleans,” re- 
ported it amended. 

Mr. Lioyp, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill to annex the towns of Kittery, 
Elliot, and Berwick, to the district of Portsmouth, 
reported it without amendment; and, on his mo- 
tion, the further consideration thereof was post- 
poned to the first Monday in November next. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 


laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the + 
ports and harbors of the United States for a lim- the twelfth::rule for-cogdaeting the busing in 


ited time,” having been reported by the commit. | the Senate, as it respects the said bill; and it was 


tee correctly engrossed, the bill was read the third | determined in the affirmative—yeas 15, nays 9, 

cine | as follows: 

On motion. by Mr. L it was d to fil]; ¥#4s—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- 

the blank with i ciethy-aiueta”. agreed to Gill nessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Howell, 
On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- | Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, 


ed? it was determined in the affirmative—vyeas Varnum, and Worthington. - ’ 
20, nays 13, as follows: ; | Nars—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Goodrich, 


Horsey, Hunter, Lloyd, Pope, and Reed. 


Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell | ; . os 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, | And, ommetion by Mr. Anognson, the Git-was 


Gaillard, Gregg, Howell, Lei “ae | read the second time. a 

of New York” Tait, Tey’ rete eat : On motion, by Mr. German, that the injunc- 

Worthington. tion of seerecy be taken off as it respects the said 
Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Dana, German, | bill, it was determined in the negative—yeas 13, 

Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, | °4YS 13, as follows: 

Lloyd, Reed, and Smith of Maryland. Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Crawford, Dana, 


ee ee 
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Gaillard, German, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lloyd, 
Pope, Reed, and Smith of New York. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- 
nessee, Cutts, Franklin, Howell, Leib, Robinson, Tait, 
Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

After the consideration of Executive and con- 
fidential business, the Senate adjourned. 





Satorpay, April 4, 


On motion, by Mr. Campset, of Tennessee, 
the galleries were cleared, and the doors of the 
Senate Chamber closed. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by their committee. Messrs..CaLnoun and WiL- 
LiaMS—Mr. Ca.uoon, chairman: 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives 
concur in the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “ An act laying an embargo on all 
ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the 
United States, for a limited time.” The Speaker 
of the House of Representatives having signed 
an enrolled bill, we are directed to bring it to the 
Senate for the signature of their President. 

Mr. VarnouM, from the committee, reported the 
bill correctly enrolled. 

The PresipenT signed the enrolled bill last 
reported to have been examined, and it was de- 
livered to the committee, to be laid before the 
President of the United States. 

Mr. VarnoM, from the committee, reported that 
they, this day, laid before the President of the 
United States the enrolled bill last mentioned, 
and that the President had approved and signed 
the act. 

After the consideration of Execative and con- 
fidential business, on motion, by Mr. FrRaNnKLIN, 
the doors of the Senate Chamber were opened. 

Mr. Lets presented the memorial of Arthur St. 
Clair, praying that, in consideration of services 
rendered to the United States during the Revo- 
lutionary war, and of his extreme poverty, Con- 
gress would make some provision to smooth his 
declining years, and secure him from the dread 
of immediate want; and the memorial was read, 
and referred toa select committee, to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and 
Messrs. Leis, BrapLey, and Bayarp, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

Mr. Braptey, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act making 
provision for certain persons claiming lands un- 
der the several acts for the relief of the refugees 
from the British provinces of Canada and Nova 
Scotia,” reported it amended. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize a detachment from the militia of 
the United States,” together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee ; 
and, having agreed to the amendments, the Pres- 
ident reported the bill to the House accord- 
ingly. 

On motion, by Mr. Reep, to strike out “ six,” 
and insert, in lieu thereof, “ three,” thereby to re- 
duce the term of militia service, a division was 
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called for, and the question was taken on striking 
out, and was determined in the negative—yeas 
12, nays 16. as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Condit, Dana, 
German, Gilman, Goodrich, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, | 


Reed, and Smith of Maryland. 
Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Campbell of Tennessee, 
Crawford, Cutts, Frenklin, Gaillard, Giles, Gregg, 


Howell, Pope, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Tur- | 


ner, Varnum, and Worthington. 


On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 


time as aménded ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
all the amendments to the first section, and agree 
to all the other amendments of the Senate to the 
bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of the officers 
and soldiers who served in the late campaign on 
the Wabash.” 

On motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, 

Ordered, That the injunction of seerecy be 
taken off respecting so much of the confidential 
proceedings of the Senate on the Ist, 2d, and 3d 
instant, as relate to the embargo; and that the 
same be published. 





Monpay, April 6. 


Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate 
resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- 
sideration of the bill authorizing a subscription 
for the Laws of the United States; and, on mo- 
tion by Mr. Lets, it was agreed that the consid- 
eration thereof be further postponed to the first 
Monday in May next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to carry into 
effect the provisions of the eighth section of the 
“Act regulating the grants of land, and provid- 
ing for the disposal of the lands of the United 
States south of the State of Tennessee ;” and, on 
motion, by Mr. Luoyp, it was referred to the 
committee to whom was referred, on the 17th of 
March, the bill, entitled “An act to enable the 
people of the Mississippi Territory to form a con- 
stitution and State government, and for the ad- 
mission of such State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States,” to consider and 
report thereon. 

Mr. Reep, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the or- 
ganization of a corps of artificers,” reported it 
amended. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
to authorize a detachment from the militia of 
the United States,” having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, the bill was read 
a third time as amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
22, nays 7, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, 
Gaillard, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, 
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Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, 
Varnum, and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Condit,»German, Giles, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Lambert, and Smith of Maryland. 

So it was Resolved, That this bill pass with 
amendments. ' 





Tuespay, April 7. 


Mr. WortuinGtron, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “ An act to 
authorize the granting of patents of land accord- 
ing to the surveys that have been made, and to 
grant donation rights to certain claimants of Jand 
in the district of Detroit, and for other purposes,” 
reported it without amendment. He also report- 
ed the bill, entitled “An act giving’ further time 
to the purchasers of public land northwest of the 
river Ohio to complete their payments,” amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Campre ti, of Tennessee, 
the galleries were cleared, and the doors)of the 
Senate Chamber closed. 

On motion, by Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, the 
injunction of secrecy respecting the bill, entitled 
“An act in addition to the act, entitled ‘An act to 
raise an additional military force,” passed Janu- 
ary 11th, 1812.” was taken off; and. the doors of 
the Senate Chamber opened. 

On motion, by Mr. Anprerson, the bill was 
read the third time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 13, nays 7, 
as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Campbell, of Tennessee, 
Condit, Crawford, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Smith 
of New York, Tait, Taylor, Varnum, and Worthing- 
ton. 

Nars—Messrs. Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, 
Lambert, Reed,.and Smith of Maryland. 


So it was Resolved, That this bill pass. 





Wepnespay, April 8. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives disagreeing 
to the amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of the officers and soldiers who 
served in the late campaign on the Wabash.” 

On motion, by Mr. Pops, that the Senate re- 
cede from the amendments disagreed to, it was 
determined in the negative—yeas 8, nays 14, as 
follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Gilman, Lambert, Pope, Worthington. 

Nars—Messrs. Bradley, Condit, Crawford, Gaillard, 
Goodrich, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith 
of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, and ‘Turner. 

On motion, by Mr. Lets, it was resolved that 
the Senate insist on the amendments disagreed to. 
_ A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 


“An act to authorize a detachment from the mi- | 


litia of the United States,” with amendments ; 
in which: they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 
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The Senate proceeded to.consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act to au- 
thorize a detachment from the militia of the 
United States ;” and concurred therein. 

The bill to enlarge the limits of the State of 
Louisiana was read a third time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 21, nays 5, 
as fullows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Giles, 
Gilman, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var- 
num, and Worthington. 

Nars—Messrs. Dana, Goodrich, Lambert, Lloyd, 
and Reed. 

So-it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and 
that the title thereof be “An act to enlarge the 
| limits of the State of Louisiana.” 
| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
, Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
}act for the organization of a corps of artificers,” 
| together with the amendments reported thereto 
| by the select committee; and having agreed to 
} the amendments, the President reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. 
| On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
| time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

On motion, by Mr. Anverson, the bill, enti- 
'tled “An act supplementary to ‘An act making 
| provision for arming and equipping the whole 
| body of the militia of the United States,” was 
| made the order of the day for to-morrow. , 
| On motion, by Mr. Greae, the bill, entitled 
'*An act giving farther time to the purchasers of 
| public land northwest of the river Ohio to com- 
| plete their payments,” was postponed until Mon- 
day next. 














Tuurspay, April 9. 
| The amendments to the bill; entitled “An act 
for the organization of a corps of artificers,” hav- 
ing been reported by the committee as correctly 
engrossed, the bill was then read’a third time as 
/amended; and, on motion, the bill was amended 
| by unanimous consent, section six, line two, by 
| striking out the following words: “annually, dur- 
{ing the continuance of this act.” 
Resolved, ‘That this bill pass with amendments. 
The Presipent communicated the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the petition of Na- 
| thaniel G. Ingraham and others, referred to him 
| on the 14th of February, and the report was read. 
| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled 
“An act supplementary to“‘An act making pro- 
vision for arming and equipping the whole body 
of the militia of the United States,” together 
| with the amendments reported thereto by the 
select committee, and having agreed to the sev- 
|} eral amendments, the President reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. 
On the question, Shali this bill be read a third 














195 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 196 


eg 





Senate. Returned Bill. 


a erage amperage acreeennad omnaiame cer iygeced anaes tcmanmeeae — Sirona omrmpeneonenncnnonandieapsaenaas ——— —— 


APRIL, 1812, 


time as amended?.it was determined in the affir- | the two Houses of Congress at the present ses- 
mative. : sion, entitled “An act providing for the trial of 

Mr. Reep gave notice that to-morrow he should | all causes pending in the respective district courts 
ask leave to bring in a bill authorizing the Presi- | of the United States, in case of the absence or 
dent of the United States to lease, for a term of | disability of the jadges thereof,” and presented 
years; any part of the reservations of the public | to the President of the United States for his 
ground iv the City of Washington. ‘approbation, has been returned by the President 

Mr. GeRMAN gave notice that.to-morrow he | of the United States, with the fellowing objec- 
should ask leave to bring ina bill authorizing | tions: 
the appointment of an additional judge of the| «Because the. additional services imposed by the 
district-court for the district of New York. bill on the justices of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States, are to be performed by them rather in the 
quality of other judges of other courts, namely, judges 
of the district courts, than in the quality of justices o{ 
the Supreme Court. * They are to hold the said district 
courts, and to de and perform all acts relating to the 
said courts Which are by law required of the distric: 
judges. ‘The bill, therefore, virtually appoints, for the 
time, the justices of the Supreme Court to other dis. 
tinct offices, to which, if compatible with their original 
officesy*they ought to be appointed by another than 
the legislative authority, in pursuance of legislative 
provisions authorizing the appointments. 

 Becanse the appeal allowed by law from the decis. 
ion of the district courts to the circuit courts, while it 
corroborates the construction which regards a judge 
of the one court, as clothed with anew office, by be- 
ing constituted a judge of the other, submits for cor- 
rection erroneous judgments, not to superior or other 
judges, but to the erring individual himself, acting as 
sole judge in the appellate court. 

“Because the additional services to be required 
may, by distances of place, and by the casualties con- 
templated by the bill, become disproportionate to the 
strength and health of the justices who are to perform 
them, the additional services being, moreover, entitled 
to no additional compensation, nor the additional ex- 





Fripvay, April 10. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
supplementary to ‘An act making provision for 
arming and equipping the whole body of the mi- 
litia of the United States,” having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, the bill 
was read a third time as amended ; and, on mo- 
tion, by Mr. Pops, the blank was filled: with 
“three. hundred thousand dollars.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

On motion, by Mt, Smrs, of Maryland, the 
bill to incorporate a bank in the town of Alexan- 
dria, by the name and style of the Mechanics’ 
Bank of Alexandria, was made the order of the 
day for Monday, next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the Secretary of War to ex- 
change lands with the Ursuline Nuns of the city 
of New Orleans,” together with the amendments 
reported. thereto by the select committee, and 
having agreed to the amendments, the President 
reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made on the 17th of March, by Mr. 
Sirs, of Maryland, relating to the appropria- 
tions made by the several acts passed during the 
present session, and the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Reep asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to lease, fora term of years, any part of 
the reservations of public ground in the City of 
Washington ; and the bill was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. AnpeRsON presented the memorial of Eli- 
~ Fromentin and Allapv B. Magruder, delegates 

om the Convention of the Territory of Orleans, 
' soliciting a donation to the Government House, 

and the adjoining lot; and the memorial was 
read and referred to a select. committee. to.con- 
sider and report thereon by bill or otherwise ; and 

Messrs. ANDERSON, GreaG, and Pops, were ap- 

pointed the committee, 

Mr. German asked and obtained Jeave to bring 
in a bill authorizing the appointment of an addi- 
tional judge of the district court of the district 


of New York; and the bill was read, and passed. Louisiana.” in which bill they request the cov- 
RETURNED BILL. currence of the Senate. 


A message from the House of Representatives | And. on motion, the Senate adjourned unt! 
informed the Senate that the bill which passed | Monday. 


bill appears to be contrary to equity; as well as a pre- 


vices, encroaching on the Constitational tenure of jv- 
dicial offices. 


ted States questions of disability in the district judges, 
and of the unreasonableness of delaying the suits or 
causes pending in the district courts, and leaving it 
with him in such cases to require the justices of the 
Supreme Court to perform additional services, the bil 
introduces an unsuitable .relation of members of the 
judiciary department to a discretionary authority 0! 
the Executive department. 
“JAMES MADISON.” 

And the House of Representatives, where the 
bill originated, have taken the question in the 
Constitutional way, and have resolved that this 
bill do not pass. 

The House of Representatives recede from 
their disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senate to the first section of the bill, entitled “An 
act for the relief of the officers and soldiers who 
served in the late campaign on the Wabash,” in- 
sisted on by the Senate. 

They have passed a bill, entitled “An act pro- 
viding for the government of the Territory 0! 


penses incurred, to reimbursement. In this view, the | 


cedent for modifications and extensions of judicial ser- | 


“ Because, by referring to the President of the Uni- ! 
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Monpay, April 13, 
The bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “An act providing for the government of 
the Territory of Louisiana,” was read, and passed, 
The amendments to the bill, entitled “An &ct to 
authorize the Secretary of War to exchange 
lands.with the Ursuline. Nuns of the city of New 
Orleans,” having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time 
as amended ; and, on motion, by Mr. GreaG, was 
further amended by unanimous consent. 
Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 


Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, presented the memo- 
rial of William-Patterson and Sons, and a num- 
ber of others, merchants, of the city of. Baltimore, 
praying a suspension of the non-importation act, 
ora partial modification thereof, for reasons therein 
stated at large; and the memorial was read. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a joint resolution appointing a committee on their 
part, to join such comniittee as the Senate may 
appoint, to consider and report what business de- 
mands the immediate attention, of Congress, and 
whether a recess be compatible with the public 
interest, and the termof such recess; in which 
resolution they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The joint resolution last mentioned was yead, 
and passed to the second reading. 


Mr. AnveRsON, from the committee to whom 
was referred, on ‘the 10th instant, the memorial 
of the delegates from the Convention.of the Ter- 
ritory of Orleans, reported a bill granting to the 
Governor of the State of Louisiana, for the time 
being, and his successors in office, a lot of ground. 
and the buildings thereon, in the city of New 
Orleans, and the bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

The bill authorizing the appointment of an ad- 
ditional judge of the district court of the district 
of New York was read the second time. 

The bill authorizing the President of the Uni- 
ted States to lease, for a term of years, any part 
of the reservations of public ground in the City 
of Washingtoa, was read the second time, and 
referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. Reep, Brent, and 
GILMAN, were appointed the committee. 


A message-from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to purchase or lease the old city 
hall in the city of New York; in which bill they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and ‘passed 

to the second reading. 
_ On motion, by Mr. Braptey, the bill, entitled 
“An act concerning the Levy Court in the county 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia,” was 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill to incorporate a bank in the town 
of Alexandria, by the name and style of the Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria, together with the 
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amendments reported thereto by the select eom- 
mittee; and having agreed to the amendments, 
the President reported the bill to the House ae- 
cordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act giving further 
time to the purchasers of public land northwest 
of the river Ohio to complete their payments,” 
together with the amendments reported thereto 
by the’ select committee ; and having agreed to 
the amendments, the President reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act. making provi- 
sion for certain persons claiming lands under the 
several acts for the relief of the refugees from the 
British provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia,” 
together with the amendments reported thereto 
by the select committee ; and having agreed to 
the amendments, the President reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 


Tuespay, April 14. 

Mr. AnpeRson, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of Thomas and 
William Stresbly, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution brought up yesterday in relation 
to arecess; and the further consideration thereof 
was postponed until Monday next. 

The bill, entitled “An act providing for the 
government of the Territory of Louisiana,” was 
read the second time,*and referred to a select 
committee, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon ; and Messrs. WorTHINGTON, 
Biss, CampPeenn, of Tennessee, ANDERSON, and 
Goopricu, were appointed the committee. 

The bill granting to the Governor of the State 
of Louisiana, for the time being, and his successors 
in office, alot of ground. and the buildings thereon, 
in the city of New Orleans, was read the second 
time. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
making provision for certain’ persons claiming 
lands under the several acts for the relief of the 
refugees from the British provinces of Canada 
and Nova Scotia,” having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, the bill was read 
a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill,entitled “An act to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to purchase or lease the 
old city hall in the city of New York,” was read 
the second time, and referred to a select commit- 
tee, to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. 
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Sarr, of New York, BrapLey, and Gree, were 
appointed the committee. 

he Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act concerning the 
Levy Court of the county of Washington, in the 
District of Columbia,” together with the amend- 
ments reported by the select committee; and, 
having agreed thereto, the President reported the 
bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time.as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An aet 
giving further time to the purchasers of public 
land northwest. of the river Ohio: to’ complete 
their payments,” having been -reported by. the 
committee correctly engrossed, the bill was read 
a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass ‘with amend- 
ments. 

Ona motion, by Mr, German, the bill author- 
izing the appointment of an additional judge of 
the district court of the distriet of New York 
was referred to a select committee, to consider 
and report thereon ; and Messrs. German, Goop- 
rica, and Smiru, of New York, were appointed 
the committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Worruineton, the Mes- 
sage of the President of the United States:of the 
3d of February, transmitting a report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, containing.a statement of 
the proceedings under the act to regulate the lay- 
ing out and making a road from Cumberland, in 
‘the State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio, was 
referred to a select committee, to-consider and 
report thereon by hil! or otherwise; and Messrs. 
Worrsincton, Grecc, and ANDERSON, were 
appointed the committee. 

Mr. Biss, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
William Hubbell,” reported it without amend- 
ment. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill; entitled “An act to authorize 
the granting of patents of land according to the 
surveys that have been made, and to grant dona- 
tion rights to certain: claimants of land in the 
district of Detroit, and for other purposes ;” and, 
on motion,.the bill was amended, and the Presi- 
dent reported it to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 


Mr. Dana submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 

Resolved, That it is proper by law to establish reg- 
ulations applicable to cases of merchant vessels per- 
mitted to be armed for defence in voyages which may 
be allowed to foreign ports or places; and therein to 
provide for furnishing letters of permission, or other 
documentary evidence, as may be proper in any such 
case to manifest the defensive character of the arma- 
ment; and, also, to require securities for the vessels 
and their commanders, respectively, that they shall not 
proceed to any port known to be actually blockaded, 
nor carry contraband articles to the dominions of any 


Power engaged in-war against such as may be at peace 
with the United States, nor violate the laws or treatie, 
of the United States, or the rules of public law by the 
United States acknowledged, but will observe the jp. 


‘structions which may be’given by the President of th» 


United States. for preventing any sueh violation, an) 
that satisfaction shall be made for all damages and in. 
juries, if any should be committed in contraventioy 
thereof» provided, that vessels bound for places beyon( 
the southern Cape of Africa or America shall not be 


prevented from going armed, as has been usual in suc) 


cases. 





WepNespay, April 15. 


The bill to incorporate a, bank in the town o: 
Alexandria, by the name and style of the Me. 


chanics’ Bank of Alexandria; having been re. 


ported by the committee correctly engrossed, wa: 
read the third time, and passed. 
The amendments to the bill, entitled “An ac: 


to authorize the granting of patents of land ac. 


cording to the surveys that have been made, an: 
to grant donation rights to certain claimants o: 
land in the district of Detroit, and for other pur. 
poses,” having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, the bill was read the thir: 
time as amended, and-passeds 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An ac: 
concerning the ae Court of the county o 
Washington, in the District of Columbia,” hav- 
ing been reported by the committee correctly en. 
grossed, the bill. was. read_ the. third time a 
amended, and passed with amendments. 

Mr. Leip presented the memorial of Alexande: 
Henry, and a number of others, merchants, 0 
the city of Philadelphia, praying a suspension « 


the non-importation act, ora modification thereo! | 
for reasons stated at large in the memorial ; whic: | 
was read, and referred to a select committee, ti | 


consist of five members, to consider and repori 


thereon by bill’ or otherwise; and Messrs, Lei: | 


Briss, CampBELL, of Tennessee, LLoyp, and Tay- 
LOR, Were appointed thé committee. 

On motion, by Mr. Smrrn,-of Maryland, th: 
memorial of William Patterson, and others, 0: 
the same subject, presented the 13th instant, wa: 
referred to the committee last mentioned. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of th: 
Whole, thé consideration.of the bill for the relic! 
of ‘Thomas and William Streshly ;. and, on the 
question, Shall this bill be engrossed and read : 
third time ? it was determined in the affirmative 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “A: 
act for the relief of William Hubbell ;” and i: 
was ordered to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill granting to the Governor of the 
State of Louisiana, for the time being, and hi: 
successors in office, a lot of ground, and the buili- 
ings thereon, in the city of New Orleans; and 
on the question, Shall this bill be engrossed and 
read-a third time? it was determined in the a‘- 
firmative. 

A message from the House of Representative: 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
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- amendments of the: Senate to the bill, entitled 


“An act for the organization of a corps of artifi- 


' cers,” with amendments, in which they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. They have passed 


a bill, entitled “ An act for ascertaining the titles 


and claims to lands in that part of Louisiana 
which lies east of the river Mississippi aud island 
of New Orleans ;” in which bill they request the 
- concurrence of the Senate, 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to their 
amendments to the bill, entitled “An act for the 
organization of a corps.of artificers ;” and con- 
curred therein. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday by Mr. Dana, and it was 
agreed to; and, on his motion, referred to a select 
committee, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise ; and 
Messrs. Dana, Smiru, of Maryland, Tay or, 
Hunter, and Lioyp, were appointed the com- 
mittee, 


The Prestpent communicated the report of 


the Secretary for the Department of Treasury, 
made in conformity with the resolution of the 
Senate of the 10th instant, relating to the appro- 
priations made by the several acts passed during 
the present session; and the report was réad, and 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 





Tuurspay, April 16. 


Mr. AnpeRsON, from the committee to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill for the 
relief of Reuben Saunders and his securities; 
and the bill was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for ascertaining the 
titles and claims to laads in that part of Louis- 
jana which lies east of the river Mississippi and 
island of New Orleans,” was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. Greaa, 
Tair, and WorrHinaton, were appointed the 
committee. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “An act for the relief of William Hub- 
bell,” was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas and William 
Streshly, having been reported by the commit- 
tee correctly engrossed, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “An act further to amend the 
charter of. the City of Washington ;” a bill, enti- 
tled “An act to continue in force; for a limited 
time, an act, entitled ‘An act continuing, fora 
limited time, the salaries of the officers of Gov- 
ernment therein mentioned ;” also, a bill, entithed 
“An act for thé relief of Aaron Greely ;? in which 
bills they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The three bills last brought up for concurrence 
were read, and passed. 
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The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Aaron Greely,” was read the second time, by 
unanimous Consent; and-referred to a select com- 
mittee, to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. 
Greece, Worruincron, and VARNUM, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The bill granting to the Governor of the State 
of Louisiana, for the time being, and his succes- 
sors in office, a lot of ground, and the buildings 
thereon, in the city of New Orleans, having been 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
was read a third time, and passed. 





Faipay, April 17. 


On motion, by Mr. Dana, the injunction of 
secrecy was removed respecting the proceedings 
on the “Act to prohibit the exportation of specie, 
goods, wares, and merchandise, for a limited 
time.” 

[ The proceedings are as follow :] 


Trurspay, April 9, 1812. 


The following confidential message was re- 
ceived from the House of Representatives, by 
their committee, Mr. Smitie*and Mr. Pupas- 
ANTS ;. Mr. Smicie chairman: 

Mr. President :.The House of Representatives 
have passed a bill, entitled “An act to prohibit 
the exportation of specie, goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, for a limited time ;” in which bill they 
ask the concurrence of the Senate. 

The .bill was read, and, on motion, by Mr. 
CamppetL, of Tennessee, that the bill be now 
read the second. time by unanimous consent, it 
was objected to as against the rule. 

Ordered, That the bill passto a second reading. 


Frivay, April 10. 


Tue bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled “An act to prohibit the exportation of 
specie, goods, wares, and merchandise, for a lim- 
ited time,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee, to consider and report there- 
on; and Messrs. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, Brap- 
LEY, and ‘TayLor, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. CampsBett, of Tennessee, from the com- 
mittee, reported the bill last mentioned with an 
amendment. Whereupon, the bill was resumed, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
together with the amendment reported thereto by 
the select committee; and having agreed to the 
amendment, the President reported the bill to 
the House accordingly. 

On motion, by Mr. Goopricu, that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until to- 
morrow, and that it be printed under an injunc- 
tion of secrecy, for the use of the Senate, it was 
determined in the negative. 

On the question, Shall the bill pass to the third 
reading as amended ? it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 16, nays 12, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Gaillard, Gregg, How- 
ell, Leib, Pope, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, 
Turner,and Varnum. 
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Naxs—Messrs. Bradley, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- | ered to the committee to be laid before the Presi- 
man, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, | dent of the United States. 


Reed, and Smith of Maryland. Mr. Varnom. front the committee, reported that 


“asin they had laid the enrolled bill, last mentioned, 
Monpay, April 13. before the President of the United States. 
On motion, by Mr. CampseE.t, of Tennessee, [End of confidential proceedings. ] 
‘the galleries were cleared, acd the doors of the |, Mr. Greae, from the committee to whom was 
Senate Chamber closed. | yesterday referred the bill, entitled “An act for 


The amendment to the confidential bill, enti- | the relief of Aaron Greely,” reported it withou: 
tled “An act to prohibit the exportation of specie, | amendment. 
goods, wares, and merchandise, for a limited Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 
time,” having been reported by the committee | Mr. German, from the committee to whom 
eorrectly engrossed, the bill was read the third | was referred on the 14th instant, the bill author. 
time. izing the appointment of an additional. judge of 

On motion, by Mr, Braviey, to recommit the | the district court of the district of New York, re- 
bill, for the purpose of amending the second sec- | ported it amended. 


tion, it was determined in the negative—yeas 11,| . Mr. Greea, from the committee to whom wa, | 
nays 17, as follows: referred the bill, entitled ‘An act to continue in 


Yras—Messrs. Bradley, Dana, Giles, Gilman, Good- | force ‘An act to provide for persons whvu were 
sich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Reed, and Smith | disabled by known wounds received in the Revo- 
of Maryland. lutionary war, ahd for other purposes,” reported 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell | it amended. ' 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Gregg, He also reported, from the committee to whom 
Howell Leib, Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, | the subject was referred, the bill, entitled “An 
Taylor, Turner; and Varnum. act for ascertaining the titles and claims to lands 

On the question, Shall this bill pass.as amended ?| in that part of Louisiana which lies east of the 
it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 17, | river Mississippi and island of New Orleans,” 
nays 11, as follows: without amendment. 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell| The bill. entitled ‘An act farther to amend the 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Gregg, | charter of the City of Washington.” was read the 
Howell, Leib, Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, | second time, and referred toa select committee, 
Taylor, Turner, and Varnum. * to consider and report thereon, and Messrs. Bren, 

Nars—Messrs. Bradley, Dana, Giles, Gilman, Good- | Dana, and Hunrer, were appointed the com- 
rich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Reed,and Smith | mittee. 





of Maryland. The bill for the relief of Reuben Saunders and | 


So it was resolved that this bill pass with an | his securities, was read the second time. 


amendment. Mr. Smiru, of New York, from the committee | 
Ordered, That Messrs: Varnum, and Anper- | to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act | 


son be a committee to carry the said bill to the | to authorize, the Secretary of the Treasury to 
House of Representatives, and request their con- | purchase or lease the old city hall, in the city oi 
currence in the amendment. New York, reported it amended. 

A message from the House of Representatives, Mr. WortninoTon, from the committee to 
by Messrs. Catnoun and Pieper; Mr. Catnoun whom the Message of the President of the United 
chairman: States, of the 3d March, respecting the proceedings 

Mr. President; The House of Representatives | under the act to regulate the laying out and mak- 
concur in the amendment to the bill, entitled “An | ing a road from Cumberland, in Maryland, to the 
act to prohibit the exportation of specie, goods, | State of Ohio, was referred, reported a bill in ad- 
wares. and merchandise, for a limited time.” dition to the act to regulate the laying out and 

making a road from Cumberland, in the State ot 
Maryland@. to the State of Ohio; and the bill was 
Tuespay, April 14. read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Varnum, from the committee, reported that |, The bill, entitled “An act to continue in force 
they had examined and found duly enrolled the for a limited time, an act, entitled ‘An act con- 
bill, entitled “An act to prohibit the exportation | t!2uing, for a limited time, the salaries of the of- 
of specie, goods, wares, and merchandise, for a ficers of Government, therein’ mentioned,” was 


limited time.” read the second time. 

A message from the House of Representatives, MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 
by their committee for enrolled bills; Mr. Craw- Mr. Taytor, from the committee to was re- 
FORD chairman: ferred, on the 17th of March, the bill, entitled 


Mr. President: The Speaker of the House of | “An act to enable the people of the Mississippi 
Representatives having signed an enrolled bill, | Territory to form a constitution and State gov- 
the committee are directed to bring it to the Sen- | ernment, and for the admission of such State into 
ate for the signature of thetr President. the Union on an equal footing with the original 

Tbe Presipenr signed the enrolled bill last re- | States ;” and on the 6th instant, the bill to carry 
ported to have been examined, and it was deliv- | into effect the provisions of the eighth section of 
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the act regulating the grants of land, and provid- 
ing for the disposal of thé lands of the United 
States south of the State of Tennessee, reported 
that the said bills be severally.postponed to the 
first Monday in December next. 

The report is as follows: 

That in considering the subject referred to them, 
they could not avoid being struck with the immense 
size of the Territory proposed to be erected into a State, 
a size disproportionate to the size of any of the largest 
States which now compose our confederation. 

It embraces, in its present form, and without any 
extension, to the Gulf of Mexico, (as is proposed in the 
bill referred to us,) nearly six and a half degrees of geo- 
graphical longitude, and four entire degrees of latitude, 
and affords an area of twice the surface of the State of 
Pennsylvania. 

Your committee are strongly impressed with the 
propriety and expediency of dividing the said Territory, 
so as to form of the same two States, whenever the 
population, within the limits of each section, shallren- 
der it just and proper; and they respectfully submit to 
the Senate the. followmg divisional line, between the 
western and eastern sections of the said Territory, viz : 
up the Mobile river, to the point nearest its source, 
which falls on the eleventh degree of west longitude 
from the City of Washington; thence a course due 
north until the line intersects the waters of Bear creek ; 
thence down the said creek to its confluence with the 
Tennessee river; thence down the said river to the 
northern boundary line of the said Territory. By a 
view of the map of this country it will appear that the 
above divisional line will divide the Territory into nearly 
two equal parts, and it has, for the most part, a delinea- 
tion by nature. 

By the 5th section of the Ist, article of the treaty of 
cession from the State of Georgia the United States 
are bound to erect the said Territory into one State. 
It has, however, been suggested that the State of Geor- 
gia would not, upon a proper representation, withhold 
her consent to the proposed division. 

To the end, therefore, that an opportunity may be 
afforded to the State of Georgia to express this consent, 
by a legislative act of the said State, as they shall think 
proper, your committee recommend that the said bill 
shall be postponed to the first Monday in December 
next. 

The committee further recommend that the bill ‘‘ to 
carry into effect the provisions of the eighth section of 
the act regulating the grants of land, and providing for 
the disposal of the lands of the United States south of 
the State of Tennessee,” which was also referred to 
said committee, be postponed to the first Monday in 
December next. 








Monpay, April 20. 

A Message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to alter and establish cer- 
tain post roads;” also, a bill, entitled “An act 
authorizing the departure of ships and vessels 
from the ports and harbors of the United States, 
10 certain cases;” in which bills they requést the 
concurrence of the Senate. 


DEATH OF THE VICE PRESIDENT. 


The Presipenr addressed the Senate as fol- 
lows: 
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“ Genriemen :. Upon me devolves the painful duty 
of anouhcing to the Senate the death of our venerable 
fellow-citizen, Geonex Curnroen, Vice President ot 
the United States. 

“ By this afflictive dispensation of Divine Providence 


the Senate is deprived of a President rendered dear to 


each of its members by the dignity and impartiality with 
which he has-so long presided over their deliberations ; 
and the nation bereaved of one of the brightest lumi- 
naries of its glorious Revolution.” 

The Senate being informed of the decease of 
their distinguished fellow-citizen, George CLIN- 
TON, Vice President of the United States, de 

Resolve, That a committee be appointed. joint- 
ly, with such as may be appointed on the part of 
the House of Representatives, to consider and re- 
port measures proper to manifest the public re- 
spect for the memory of the deceased, and expres- 
sive of the deep regret of the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States on the loss of acitizen.so highly re- 
spected and revered. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Smira of New York, 
Smita of Maryland, German, Gitman, and 
Brabcey, be the committee. 

Ordered, That the Secretary carry this reso- 
lution to the House of Representatives. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in the 
resolution of the Senate for the appointment of a 
jointcommittee ‘to consider and report measures 
proper to manifest the public respect for the 
memory of the Vice. President.of the United 
States,” deceased, and have appointed a commit- 
tee on their part. 





Touespay, April 21. 


On motion of Mr. Samira, of New York, 

Resolvedunanimously, That, froman unfeigned 
respect to the late Georae Cuiinton, Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, and President of the 
Senate, the Chair of the President of the Senate 
be shrouded with black during the present session ; 
and, as a further testimony of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, the members of the Senate 
will go into mourning and. wear a black crape 
round the left arm for thirty days. 





Wepnespay, April 22. 


The bill in addition to the’ “Act to regulate the 
laying out and opening a road from Cumberland, 
in the State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio,” 
was read the second time. 

Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, presented the memo- 
rial of Peter Hoffman, junior, and others, mer- 
chants, of the city of Baltimore, stating that their 
ship William, on the last day of March last, re- 
ceived a clearance for a voyage to Cadiz, and on 
the day following sailed from the port of Balti- 
more, previous to the Message of the President of 
the United States recommending an embargo; 
that the vessel proceeded on her voyage, and, 
while on the high seas, was met by a revenue cut- 
ter, and brought back to the’ port of Baltimore; 
and praying permission for the said vessel to de- 
part and pursue her contemplated voyage ; and 
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the memorial was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon” by. bill 
or otherwise; and Messrs. Smirn, of Maryland, 
Bies, and Campse t, of ‘Tennessee, were appoint- 
ed the committee. 

The two bills brought up on the 20th inst. for 
concurrence were read, and. passed to the second 
reading, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee to whom was referred 
the bill, entitled “An actto enable the people of 
the Mississippi Territory to form a constitution 
and State government, and for the admission of 
such State into the Union on an equal: footing 
with the original States; also, the bill to carry 
into effect the provisions of the eighth section of 
the act-regulating the grants of land, and provid- 
ing lor the disposal of the lands of the United 
States south of the State of Tennessee ; and, in 
conformity thereto, 

Resoived, That the first-mentioned bill be post- 
poned to the first Monday in December next. 

Resolved, also, "That the bill to carry into effect 
the provisions of the eighth section of the act reg- 
ulating the grants of land, and providing for the 
disposal of the lands of the United States south 
of the State of Tennessee, be postponed to the 
first Monday in December next. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to continue in force ‘An act to ‘provide for 
persons who were disabled by known wounds re- 
ceived in the Revolutionary war, and for other 
purposes,” together with the amendments report- 
ed thereto by the select committee; and, having 
agreed to the amendments, the President reported 
the bill to the- House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Aaron Greely,” was read a third time, and 
passed. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
joint resolution brought up from the House of 
Representatives, on the subject of a recess. 

On motion, by Mr. Worruincron, to strike 
outa part of the resolution for the purpose of 
amendment, a division was called for; and, on 
the question to strike out, the votes being equal, 
the President determined it in the negative. 

Resolved, That the Senate concur in the joint 
resolution. 

_ Ordered, That Messrs. Braptey, Reep, Wor- 
THINGTON, Goopkicu, and Lioyp, be the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. Lioyp presented the petition of Ezra Wes- 
ton and Son, of Duxbury, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, praying indemnification for a vessel and 
cargo, fitted out in reliance on the proclamation 
of the President of the United States, of 2d No- 
vember, 1810, that the decrees of France, violat- 
ing neutral commerce, were revoked, and which 
vessel and cargo were captured on the 23d Janu- 
ary last, in the prosecution of a voyage from 
Baston to Oporto, in Portugal, by two French 
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frigates, and burnt by the orders of their.com- 
manding officer ; which frigates, they were in- 
formed by one of the officers, were fitted out for 
the express purpose of destroying all American 
vessels bound to any part of Spain.or Portugal in 
the possession of the enemies of France ; and the 
petition was read, and referred to the Secretary 
forthe Department of State, to consider and re- 
port thereon. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act for ascertaining the titles and claims to lands 
in that-part of Louisiana which ‘lies east of the 
river Mississippi and island of New Orleans ;” 
and it was ordered to the third reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill authorizing 
the appointment of an additional judge of the 
district court of the distriet of New York, toge- 
ther with the amendments reported thereto by the 
select committee; and, ‘having agreed to the 
amendments, the President reported the bill to the 
House accordingly. . 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed, 
and read a third time as amended? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for the relief of Reuben Saunders 
and his securities; and, on the question, Shall 
this bill be engrossed, and. read a’ third time ? it 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration ‘of the bill, entitled “An 
act to continue in force, for a limited time, an 
act, entitled ‘An aet continuing, for a limited 
time, the salaries of the officers of Government 
therein mentioned ;” and the bill was ordered to 
a third reading. 

Mr. German presented the memorial of Charles 
Selden and others, citizens-of the State of New 
York, praying a repeal of the act, entitled “An 





act laying an embargo on. all ships and vessels in 


the ports and harbors of the United States, for a 
limited time,” passed the 4th of April, 1812, or a 
modification thereof, for reasons stated at large in 
the memorial; which was read. 

Mr. German also presented the memorial of 
Conklin and. Pierson, and others, merchants, of 
the city of New York, praying a suspension of 
the non-im portation act, or a modification thereof, 
for reasons stated at large in the memorial ; which 
was read, and referred to the committee to whom 
was referred, on. the 15th instant, the ‘memorial 
of Alexander Henry and others, merchants, of 
Philadelphia, to consider and report therean by 
bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Currs presented the memorial of John 
Goddard, and others, citizens of Portsmouth, in 
the State of New Hampshire, and its vicinity, 
praying a repeal of the act, entitled “ An act pro- 
hibiting the importation of goods, wares, and 
merchandise, from Great Britain,” for reasons 
stated at large in the memorial; which was read, 
and referred to the committee last mentioned, to 
consider and report thereon, by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Dana, from the committee appointed on 
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the subject.reported in part, a bill concerning 
merchant vessels armed for defence, and the bill 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent of THE Untrep Srates: 
To the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States : 
Among the’ incidents to the unexampled increase 
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cers of Government therein mentioned,’ was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “ An act for ascertaining the 
titles and claims to lands in that part of Louisiana 
which lies east of the river Mississippi’and island 
of New Orleans,” was read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. ‘Campste Lt, of .Tennessee, from the com- 





and expanding interests of the American nation, under | mittee appointed on the subject of Tennéssee 
the fostering influence of free constitutions and just | lands, reported a bill to authorize the Secretary 
laws, has been a corresponding accumulation of duties | of the Treasury to issue grants and perfeet titles 
in the several departments of the Government; and | on certain entries and locations of lands therein 
this has been necessarily the greater in consequence | described ; which was read, and passed to the 


of the peculiar state of our foreign relations, and the 
connexion of these with our internal Administration. 
The extensive and multiplied preparations into 
which the United States are at length driven for main- 
taining their violated rights, have caused this aug- 
mentation of business to press on the Department of 
War particularly, with a weight disproportionate to 
the powers of any single officer, with no other aids 
than are authorized by existing laws. With a view 
to a more adequate arrangement for the essential ob- 


jects of that department, I recommend to the early 


consideration of Congress a provision for two subor- 
dinate appointments therein, with such eompensation 
annexed as may be reasonably expected by citizens duly 
qualified for the important functions which may be 
properly assigned to them. 
JAMES MADISON. 
Apri 20, 1812. 





Taurspay, April 23. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
to continue in force‘ An act to provide for per- 
sons who were disabled by known wounds re- 
ceived in the Revolutionary war, and for other 


' purposes,” having been reported» by the commit- 


tee correctly engrossed, the bill was read the third 
time as amended, and passed with amendments. 

The bill authorizing the appointment of an ad- 
ditional judge of the district court of the district 
of New York, having been reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrossed, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill forthe relief of Reuben Saunders and 
his securities, having been reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrossed, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill, entitled “ An act to alter and.estab- 
lish certain post ruads,’ was read the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sist of five members, to consider and report there- 
on; and Messrs. ‘Turner, WorTHINGTON, GReca, 
Conpit, and Lets, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Dana, from the committee appointed on 
the subject, further reported a bill respecting as- 
sociations for maritime security, and the bill was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the de- 
parture of ships and vessels from the ports and 
harbors of the United States in certain cases,” 
was read the second time. 

The bill, entitled “ An act to continue in force, 
for a limited time, an act, entitled ‘ An act con- 
tinuing, for a limited time. the salaries of the offi- 


| 


| . 
second reading. 


| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


| Whole, the consideration of the bill in addition 


| to the act to regulate the laying out and making 
}a road from Cumberland, in the State of Mary- 
land, to the State of Ohio. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time? it was determined in the 
affirmative. 
| The following Message was received from the 
PresipenT or THE Unirep States: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secretary of 
State, complying with their resolution of the 4th of 
March last. JAMES MADISON. 

Aprit 23, 1812. 


The Message and report therein referrred to 
were read. 





Fripay, April 24. 

The bill in addition to the act to regulate the 
laying.out and making a road from Cumberland, 
in the State of Ohio, having been reported by 
the committee correctly engrossed, was read a 
| third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. WortutneTon, the Message 
of the President of the United States, of the 22d 
instant, recommending provision for two subor- 
dinate appointments in the’ War Department, 
was referred to a select committee,.to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and 
Messrs. Smitu, of Maryland, Worrnineron and 
GILeEs, were appointed the committee. 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to issue grants and perfect titles on certain 
entries and locations of land therein described, 
| was read the second time. 

The bill respecting associations for maritime 
security, was read the second time. 

Mr. Smira, of Maryland, reported, from the 
committee to: whom was referred the memorial of 
Peter Hoffman, and others, owners of thé ship 
William: 

That the petitioners state that the said ship was 
| Jaden with flour, between the 18th and 27th of March, 
| cleared out on the 3st, and actually sailed on the Ist 

of April, on her intended voyage to Cadiz; that they 
had no knowledge of the imtention of laying an em- 
bargo, either while loading or at the time of the sailing 
of said ship; that, from. contrary winds and weather, 
she was detained in the Chesapeake until the 10th of 
April, when, at the distance of four leagues from Cape 
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Henry, she was detained by the. revenue cutter Jeffer- 
son, and ordered back to Baltimore, where she now 
lies; all which is proved to the satisfaction of the |General of the Army, to consider and report 
committee. ; its | thereon. 

The committee, however, are of opinion that the| Mr, Bren, from the committee to whom was 
case is not such as ought to induce the Senate to grant | referred the bill, entitled “An act further to amend 
the prayer of the qos they aa avasteren, the charter of the City of Washington,” reported 
that, the. petitioners have leave to withdraw their me-| i, With amendments. which were considered as in 


of War; for reasons stated at large in the petition: 
which.was read, and referred to the Paymaster 


morial. 
The report was agreed to. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “*An 


Committee of the. Whole, and agreed to ; and the 
President.reported the bill to the House accord- 
| ingly. 
| On the question. Shall this bill be read a third 


act authorizing the departure of ships and vessels | time as amended? it was determined in the af. 
from the ports and harbors of the United States | firmative. 


in certain cases;”’ and it was ordered to the third 
reading. 


A message from the House of Representatives 


informed the Senate that the House have passed 


j 
| 





| Sarurnay, April 25. 
| The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 


the bill, entitled “An act for the establishment of | further to amend the charter of the City of Wash. 


a General Land Office in the Department of the 
Treasury,” with amendments, in which they re- 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. The House 
of Representatives have passed a bill, entitled 
“An act’ for the relief of John N. Stoat;” in 
which bill they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act for the establishment of a Gen- 
eral Land Office in the Department of the Treas- 
sury ;” and concurred therein. 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Brap ey, from the joint committee of the 
two Houses appointed on the subject of a recess, 
reported the business that demands the immediate 
attention of Congress, and the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That, during the present session of Congress, 
the. President of the Senate and Speaker of the House 
of Representatives shall, on the 29th day of April in- 
stant, adjourn their respective Houses to Monday, the 
18th day of May next, then to meet at the same place 
in which the two Houses are now sitting. 


On motion, by Mr. Brap.ey, the resolution 
Was twice read by unanimous consent; and, on 
motion by Mr. Pope, amended, by striking out 
the words “eighteenth day of May next.” 

On the question, Shall this resolution, be en- 
qresred, and read a third time as amended, it was 

etermined in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 13, 
as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Condit, Crawford, Dana, 
German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, 
Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of New 
York, Turner, and Worthington. 


| ington,” having been reported by the committee 
| correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time 
}as amended, and was further amended by unani- 
| mous consent. 

| Resolved, That this bill pass with amend- 
| ments. 

Mr. Leis presented the petition of Thomas 
Skelly, of the city of Philadelphia, merchant, 
stating that he was the owner. of the brigantine 
called the Meteor, and that the said brigantine 
was captured by a British armed vessel, while on 
her return to the United States, on the 21st oj 
July, 1811, nnd illegally condemned in the Brit- 
ish High Court of Admiralty, and praying relief, 
| for reasons stated at large in the petition ; which 

was read. 
Mr. Sarru, of Matyland, from the committee 
appointed on the subject, reported a bill supple- 


mentary to the act, entitled “An act to establish | 
|an Executive Departraent, to be denominated the | 


Department of War ;” and the bill was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 


| On motion, by Mr. Smiru, of New York, the 


| petition of Nathaniel G. Ingraham and others, to- 

ether with the report of the Secretary for the 
Daseiuient of Treasury thereon, was referred to 
| a select committee; to consider and report thereon 
| by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. Smira of New 
| York, ANDeRsow, and Greaa, were appointed the 
| committee. 


| The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the de- | 


| parture of ships and vessels from the ports ani 
| harbors of the United States, in certain cases,” 
| was read a third time, and passed. 

| The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Joho 
_N, Stout,” was read the second time. 


| 
| RECESS OF CONGRESS. 
| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of | resolution for a recess of Congress from the 29th 


Tennessee, Cutts, Gaillard, Giles, Howell, Robinson, 
Smith, of Maryland, Tait, Taylor, and Varnum. 


Mr. Brav.ey presented the petition of Simeon 








| inst. to the day of next. 
| Mr. Pope moved to fill the blank with the 4th 
| Monday in June. The most distant day would 





Knight, district paymaster, praying to be allowed | probably accommodate the greatest number o! 
one per centum on all moneys disbursed by him | members ; and this day would be sufficiently ear!; 
and passed to his credit on the settlement of his | to take measures necessary on the expiration o! 
accounts by the Accountant of the Department ; the embargo. 
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Mr. Braptey moved the second Monday, the 


eighth day of June, This would afford a little 


more than five weeks, which, he thought, would 
be long enough. 

Mr. Lere proposed to fill the blank with Mon- 
day’the 18th day of May, which would afford a 
recess of about twenty days. 

The question having been put on Mr. Brap- 
LeYy’s motion for the 8th June. 


Mr. Anderson said he had supposed the day 
fixed upon by the committee, viz: the 18th May, 
would*have’ been the day. He did ‘not himself 
feel the necessity of any adjournment; but, if it 
must take place, it ought either to be for a short 
time, or for so long a time as equally to accom- 
modate all. If it were to be for a short time, it 
would be merely for relaxation ; if for a longer 
time, as was now proposed, he feared it would be 
considered as indicative of an intention to pause 
in the course of measures they had commenced, 
and produce an impression abroad, among the 
people, which was much to be deprecated. 


Mr. Pore said he was in favor of such a time 
being fixed on as should accommodate the great- 
est number of the members. As to the effect of 
an adjournment on the public mind, he imagined 
that the difference between a recess of twenty or 
thirty d»ys would be very unimportant. 

Mr. G. W. Camppe ut said it seemed to him 
something like bribing the members to obtain 
votes, to talk about lengthening the time so as to 
accommodate the greatest number of members, 
He could not conceive it consistent with the 
honor of the country that they should decide the 
question of adjournment on the mere ground of 
personal convenience; he considered the only 
question to be, whether a recess would have a 
good or bad effect on the public service. He had 
on a former occasion stated his objection to this 
step, that it would produce an ill effect on the 
public mind. Many misrepresentations have been 
already made to induce the public to believe you 
are not in earnest. An adjournment for any 
length of time would seem like deserting our 
posts, and will put the seal on this belief. Under 
this view, he must vote against the adjournment, 
but the longer was the recess, the worse would be 
the effect on the public mind. He should, there- 
fore, vote for the shortest day. 


Mr. Brap.ey said, he could not see that the 
proposed recess would be deserting their posts at 
all. The nation knew that the Government could 
not go to war without soldiers ; and sitting here 
would certainly not restore peace. Congress had 
adopted many war measures, the execution of 
which they had put into. the hands of the Execu- 
tive; they had also authorized a loan of eleven 
millions. And while these measures were going 
on, could Congress, by staying here constantly, 
add to the number of men. or expedite the loan ? 
If an enemy were to invade us, without any Gov- 
ernment at all; they would be promptly resisted. 
But, if we are going to war to redress grievances, 
to revenge injuries received, we should choose 
our Own time. If we begin war before we 
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have.an army, it is .bringing the nation to 
the last state of degradation, mot to consider 
at all the sufferings and losses which would 
be in such cases sustained. It would be a great 
error to attemipt to put this country, by a forced 
vote of Congress, into war. You cannot lead 
this country to war as the. butcher leads, his 
flock to the-slaughter-house. This is a Govern- 
ment of opinion; the publie sentiment will not 
be driven, but must be followed. Congress have 
certainly done as much for the present as they 
can. I wish to see the effect of the méasures they 
have taken. The Executive is clothed with all 
the necessary powers to make preparation’ for 
war ; and if the nation will not abide by us and 
support the’ measures of Congress, it is vain to 
say we can force the people into a war. I be- 
lieve the people will be better satisfied with a re- 
cess than with our sitting here from day to day 
without doing anything material. and there is 
nothing material at this moment to do. They are 
not irrational; they know that Congress have 
been in session six months; they must also fore- 
see that when we come to war, the Council of 
the Nation must be perpetually in session; they 
will, therefore, not be dissatisfied at a short recess. 
If war be actually to take place at the expiration 
of the embargo, this, of all others, is the time for 
relaxation. 

Mr. WorTHINGTON said, he was in hopes that 
a silent vote would have been taken on this ques- 
tion, but as that was not permitted, he would add 
a retwark or two. He was sorry, to use the gentle- 
man’s own expression, that he had not such a 
bribe to offer the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
CaMPBELL) as would induce him to vote for this 
resolution. He said he had believed that, if the 
shortest day proposed should be taken, the effect 
would be this: It could not be expeeted that 
those gentlemen who had been six or seven 
months from their homes and families should re- 
main in this city; if they went home, many of 
them could not possibly return in twenty days ; 
there would, on the appointed day, be no quorum 
in either House, and they would have to adjourn 
from day to day until a sufficient number appear- 
ed. When they spoke of the public interest, gen- 
tlemen should look at actions, not at professions. 
Mr. W. said he looked at human nature as he 
found it; and considering, as regarded himself. 
that ten days at.home would be of infinite advan- 
tage to his private concerns, taking it for granted 
that all gentlemen had the same feelings and re- 
gards as himself, he thought it a duty he owed 
himself and, others, as well as his country, to vote 
for a recess. He believed much greater injury 
would result from sitting here than froma recess. 
He believed, in a day or two, there would scarce- 
ly be aquorum of the two Houses left. Did gen- 
tlemen mean to take any great measure with a 
bare quorum of both Houses? He presumed they 
would not. Therefore, in his opivion, it would 
be very proper to take such time as would suit 
the greater number of members of both Houses. 
But, if that could not be attained, Mr..W. said he 
would still vote for a recess ; for although he could 
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not avai! himself of the opportunity to go home, 
he would not prevent others who might. 


The question on the insertion of the eighth day’ 


of June as the day of reassembling of the two 
Houses, was decided as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Condit, Crawford, Dana, 
Gernian, Gilman,‘ Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, 
Lambert, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Robinson, Smith of New 
York, Turner, and Worthington—18. 

Narxs—Messers. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Cutts, Gaillard, Giles, Howell, Leib, Smith 
of Maryland, Tait, Taylor,and Varnum—13. 

So the motion was eatried. 

The question being put on the passage of the 
resolution as amended— 

Mr. Brep said it was painful for him to speak 
on this question, when-he believed a majority of 
the Senate Were determined on an adjournment; 
but he entreated gentlemen to weigh well what 
they were about. He said he could not but rep- 
robate the mode of arguing a question of adjourn- 
mént from motives of comfort or family interest; 
of personal convenience alone, without reference 
to public interest. 

Mr. WortTutncTon disclaimed any such argu- 
ment ws appeared to be attributed to him. 

Mr. Brees continued.—If any man should give 
a vote for adjournment from motives of that kind, 
he should reprobate such conduct. So far as 
gentlemen believed the public interest would not 
suffer from such a course, there would, indeed, be 
no impropriety in suffering personal convenience 
to have weight, But the question, said Mr. B., 
is, whether our affairs are in such a situation as 
would, in common regard to prudence, permit us 
to depart?) What is our situation? We have 
made preparation for war by authorizing the rais- 
ing anarmy. Is that army organized? Are the 
officers all appointed? No. I put it to gentlemen 
whether, from the specimen already had, of bills 
and supplemental bills, we may not expect other 
supplemental bills? Can Congress reconcile it 
to their consciences, to leave the seat of Govern- 
ment, when they see that our army is not organ- 
ized, when a proposition for appointing Assistant 
Secretaries to the War Department, and much 
other detailed business, is before us? The offices 
of Commissary General and Quartermaster Gen- 
eral are yet. vacant; because the restrictions are 
such‘as to render them obstacles to the accept- 
ance of persons qualified to fill these offices. This 
must be corrected; we must either take off some 
of the restrictions on these. officers, or increase 
the salaries. There aremany other defects in our 
present laws, which, from past experience, I am 
confident will require alteration. - Now, sir, al- 
though I freely confess that I would not plunge 
the nation into war until the Executive shall tell 
us that we are ina sufficiently advanced state of 
preparation ; although I would not remain here 
with a view of declaring war before the time of 
the proposed recess would expire, yet I should 
wish to be on the spot to complete such measures 
as the public service appears to require. If gen- 
tlemen desired relaxation, merely, Mr. B. said, he 
was content to sit but twice a week. But, what 
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he desired was, that a quorum of both Houses 
should be within-call of their: presiding officers, 
ready to receive Executive communications, and 
act-whenever it should be necessary., How could 
they justify to their constituents a recess at this 
moment, if, in three weeks after they should have 
parted, an attack should be made on any quarter 
of the United States? Much was yet to do be- 
fore the United States were ready for war; and 
if they were now to adjourn, very serious detri- 
ment to.the public interest would, he had no 
doubt, be the result. 

Mr. Popp said, if there was to bea recess, in 
fairness, it ought to be so ordered as to consult 
thereby the convenience of as many members as 
possible. Why was there to be a recess .at all ? 
For the accommodation of members of Congress. 
Ought not that accommodation, then, to be made 
equal ? For himself, said Mr. P.. he neither liked 
the recess nor staying here. He could not be 
pleased, whether the resolution passed or was 
negatived. If the resolution did pass, he wished 
it to pass in a shape which should afford an equal 
chance to all. He had understood that the Exec- 
utive had been consulted, and had no communi- 
cations to make requiring immediate attention. 
If it would be no prejudice to the public interest, 
he had no objection to afford the longest time. 
On these grounds he had’ voted for the longest 
day, though he had serious doubts as to the pro- 
priety of a recess at all. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
as follow: 

Yras—Messrs. Bradley, Condit, Crawford, Dana, 
German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, 
Lambert, Lloyd, Reed, Smith of New York, Turner, 
and Worthington—1l6. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Cutts, Gaillard, Giles, Howell, Leib, Pope, 
Robinson, Smith of Maryland, Tait, Taylor, and Var- 
num—l15, 

So it was, on the part of. the Senate, 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in Congress assembled, That, during 
the. present session of Congress, the President of 
the Senate and Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall, on the 29th day of April instant, 
adjourn their respective Houses to Monday the 
8th day of June next, then to meet at the same 
place in which the two Houses are now sitting. 





Monpay, April 27. 


The bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An 
act to establish an Executivé Department, to be 
denominated the Department of War,” was read 
the second time. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to extend the right of suf- 
frage in the Illinois Territory, and for other pur- 
poses ;” in which they request the concurrence of 
the Senate. They have passed the bill which 
originated in the Senate, entitled “Aa act making 
further provision for the Corps of Engineers,” with 
amendments, in which they request the concurr- 
ence of the Senate. 
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The bill last brought up for concurrence was | Tuespay, April 28. 
read, and passed to the second reading. The bill allowing an annuity to Arthur St. 

On motion, by Mr. Varnum, the amendments | Clair was read the second time. 
of the House of Representatives to the bill, enti-} The bill, entitled “An act to extend the right 
tled “An act making further, provision for the | of suffrage in the Illinois Territory, and for other 
Corps of Engineers,” was referred to aselect com- | purposes,” was read the second time, and referred 
mittee, to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. | to a select committee. to consider and .report 
SMITH of Maryland, VArnum, and Bayarp, were | thereon; and Messrs. Grecea, Goonricn, and 
appointed the committee. VARNUM, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, from the committee | The Senate resamed, as in Committee of the 
to whom were referred the amendments to the | Whole, the consideration of the bill concerning 
bill last mentioned, made report. Whereupon, | merchant vessels armed for defence; and, on the 

Resolved, Thatthe Senate concur in the amend- | question, Shall this bill be engrossed and read a 
ments of the House of Representatives to the said | third time? it was determined in the affirmative. 
bill. : The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | Whole, the consideration of the bill respecting 
Whole, the bill concerning merchant vessels armed | associations for maritime security; and on the 
for defence; and the further consideration thereof | question, Shall this bill be engrossed and read a 
wu ee = to-morrow. | third time? it was determined in the affirmative. 
_ Mr. Lets, from the committee appointed to con- | — y4r. Leip submitted the following resolution : 
sider the subject, reported a bill allowing an an- Ressived Tit, the Peesklent. of tha didbate, tn 

uity to Arthur St. Clair; i ees _ : 
any te St Chair's’ atid ehe-bill- was read, Speaker of the House of Representatives adjourn the 
| 
| 


and passed tu the second reading. . 
; 4 yee : respective Houses of Congress on Wednesday, the 
The'Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | gi o¢ May, to Monday, the 25th of May. 


Whole, the bill to authorize the State of Tennes- ; Saad : : 
see to issue grants and perfect titles oncertain en- | A®4 ee ution was read, and passed to the 
tries and locations of land, therein described; and | S¢¢ond reading. " 

| The bill to discharge from imprisonment the 


the further consideration thereof was postponed ! 
to, aid made the order of the day for, Wednes- | Petsons therein mentioned was read the second 
’ time. 


day next. 2 te ' 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of | Whole, the consideration of the bill supplemen- 
John N. Stout;” and on motion, by Mr. Pops, it } ty % the act, entitled “An act to establish an 
: ; Executive Department, .to be denominated the 


was referred toa select committee, to consider 
‘ : | : 9 ri 
and report thereon; and Messrs. Porr, BRENT, ime ys a War ;” and the eee 
and Grea. were appointed the committee. amcoded, the } BRS{DERT reported I to the Seer 
accordingly. 


The Presipentr communicated - he 
cated a es of the | On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 


Paymaster General of the Army, on the petition | “ear ge Taetepen ded? j d 
of Simeon Knight, district paymaster, which was | 2°4 7 ‘o aft time ad ABE RECE tM Ves ee 
read, and ordered to be printed for the use of the | ™i2e¢ 10 the alirmative. 

| Mr. Pope gave notice that to-morrow he should 


Senate. 
Mr. Greca presented the memorial of Thomas | @** leave to bring in a bill more effectually to 
protect the commerce and coasts of the United 


P. Cope, and others, stating that, some time sub- 
sequent to the proclamation of the President of | S¢2tes: and for other purposes. 
the United States, of the 2d of November, 1810 | On motion, by Mr. WortatngTos, to suspend 
their brig Daphne cleared from Philadelphia for | h® twelfth rule for conducting business in the 
Calcutta. That, in consequence of the non-im- | 5&%4te, as respects the resolution this day offered 
portation. law, they have ordered the said vessel, | authorizing the President of the Senate and 
and a return cargo, amounting to 239,000 dollars, | Speaker of the House of Representatives to ad- 
to the island of St. Bartholomews; that the said | JOU" the respective Houses of Congress, it was 
vessel and cargo is-exposed to capture and depre- | determined in the affirmative—yeas 12, nays 9, 
dation in the event of war, and to condemna- | as follows: 
tion should she enter a port in America. They. Yras—Messrs, Condit, German, Gregg, Howell, 
therefore, pray permission for the said vessel to | Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Smith of Maryland, 
enter an American port, there to remain and be | Smith of New York, Turner, and Worthington. 
disposed of as subsequent events may dictate; Nars— Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Crawford, Dana, 
and the memorial was read, and referred to a se- Gilman, Goodrich, Robinson, Tait, and Varnum. 
leet committee, to consider and report thereon by | On motion, by Mr. WorraincTon, the resolu- 
bill or otherwise ; and Messrs. Grice. Loyp, and | tion was read the second time. 
Situ of Md., were appointed the committee. | On the question, Shall this resolution be en- 
Mr. Smita, of New York, from the committee | grossed and read a third time? it was determined 
to whom was referred the petition of Nathaniel. | in the affirmative. 
G. Ingraham, and others, presented a bill to dis- Mr. Gitman, from the committee, reported the 
charge from imprisonment the persons therein | resolution last mentioned correctly engrossed. 
mentioned; and the bill was read, and passed to} And on motion, the Senate adjourned until to- 
the second reading, | morrow. 
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Wenpnespay, April 29. 
The Senate resumed as in Committee of the | 
Whole, the bill to authorize the State of Tennés-* 
see to issue grants and perfect titles on certain | 
entries and locations of land therein described ; | 
and, after debate, it was agreed that. the further | 
consideration thereof be postponed until to-mor- | 
row, 
On motion, by Mr. Leis, the engrossed resolu- 
tion authorizing the President of the Senate and 


Speaker of the House of Representatives to ad- | 
journ the respective Houses of Congress was read | 


a third time. 


On the question, Shall this resolution pass ? it | 


was determined in the affirmative—yeas 16, nays 
12, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, 
Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, 
Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Smith of New York, Turner, 
and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Pope, Robin- 
son, Tait, Taylor, and Varnum. 

So it was resolved that the President of the 
Senate and’Speaker of ihe House of Representa- 
tives adjourn the respective Houses of Congress 
on Wednesday, the 6th of May. to Monday, the 
25th of May. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the con- 


currence of the House of Representatives in this ! 


resolution. 
The bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An 


act to establish an Executive Department, to be | 


denominated the Department of War,” having 
been reported by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, was read a third time as amended, and 
passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have post- 
poned, indefinitely, the resolution proposing an 
adjournment of the two Houses of Congress on 
the 29th of April, to the 8th of June next. They 
have passed a bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of John Thompson ;” also, a bill, entitled “An act 
making additional appropriations for the support 
of Government for the year 1812 ;” in which bills 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. 


Mr. Brent presented the petition of John and 
Thomas Vowell, and others, merchants, of Alex- 


andria, stating that they are owners of property | 
’ 


toa large amount in England, and in Englis 
ports, and praying that the non-importation law 
may be repealed, or so modified as to admit the 
importation of British goods te the amount of 
American claims, for reasons stated at large in 
the petition ; which was read. 

Mr. VarnvuoM presented the petition of Jonathan 
Grout, of Philadelphia, praying Congress to au- 
thorize the purchase of his patent right to a new 
and improved mode of conveying intelligence, 
and giving signals, by telegraphs; and the peti- 
tion was read, and referred toa select committee, 
to consider and report thereon by bill! or other- 
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wise; and Messrs. Varnum. Lets, and Breny 
were appointed the comniittee. 


MARITIME DEFENCE. 


Mr. Pore asked and obtained leave to bring in | 


a bill more effectua}ly to protect the commerce 
and coasts of the United States ; and the bill was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The bill is as follows : 


A Bill more effectually to protect the commerce ani 
coasts of the United States. 


Whereas the British and other armed vessels have 
harassed and committed depredations on the commerce 
| of the United States on or near the coasts thereof, in 
violation of the laws of nations; therefore, 

Be it enacted, &c., That it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States, and he is hereby au. 
thorized, to instruct and direct.the commanders of the 
armed vessels belonging to the United States to seize, 
| take, and bring .into any port of the United States, to 
be proceeded against according to the laws and usages 
of nations, any such British or other armed vesse! 
which shall have committed, or which shall be found 
hovering on. the coasts of the United States for the 
purpose of harassing or committing depredations on 
the vessels belonging to the citizens thereof. 

The bill respecting associations for maritime 
security having been reported by the committee 
| correctly engrossed, was read a third time, and 
| passed. The bill is as follows: 

A Bill respecting Associations for Maritime Security. 


| Be it enacted, &c., That in cases wherein the arm- 
| ing of vessels for defence may be allowed according to 
| the laws of the United States, it may be agreed on the 
| part of the citizens of the United States in pursuance 
of this act, that ships or vessels by them owned shall 
sail in concert and be associated for assistance and pro- 
tection in any voyage or voyages not contrary to law, 


| and during any time or times which may be designated 


by instrument of writing executed by the owners or 


| their authorized agents. The stipulations of the parties 
| contained in such instrument.may extend to the equip- 


ment and force of the vessels respectively ; the relutive 
authority of the masters or commanders; the appoint- 
ment of places and times of rendezvous and sailing; the 


of the voyage or voyages; the orders to be observed in 
cases of separation or danger; and the making of ar- 


| rangements for conducting and managing the respect- 


ive vessels, as may be most effectual for assistance in 
any case of peril or misfortune ; and, for protecting al! 
or any of them against forcible seizure or annoyance : 
Provided, "That no such agreement or stipulation shall 
contravene the instructions or orders which may be 
given by the President of the United States for pre- 
venting any unlawful proceedings ; and in cases touch- 
ing the use of any armament or armaments, the mas- 
ters or commanders of vessels which may be so associ- 
ated, shall be under the control of such instructions or 
orders. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the respective 
ships or vessels shall be holden for any stipulations as 
aforesaid contained in such instrument concerning them, 
and shall accordingly be chargeable for any, compenss- 
tion which may justly be demanded on account of fail- 
ure to perform the same, as well as for satisfying any 
reasonable claim of contribution on account of loss or 
damage incurred in pursuance thereof. The rates 0! 
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contribution shall be apportioned to and among the re- 
spective vessels or owners thereof, as the parties may 
have agreed by such instrument ; otherwise the appor- 
tionment may be adjusted by the discretion of the com- 
petent court: Provided, That no ships or vessels shall 
be so holden unless a copy of the instrument concern- 
ing them as aforesaid shall have been certified by the 
owners or agents, and deposited with a collector of the 
customs or with the clerk or register of a court, having 
admiralty or maritime jurisdiction, or, in case of being 
in a foreign country, with a consul or agent of the Uni- 
ted States: Provided, also, That none but citizens of 

the United States shall be permitted, directly or indi- | 
rectly, to have or claim benefit of any agreement or 

stipulation as aforesaid. 

Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That the courts 
of the United States having cognizance of causes of 
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, shall take cogniz- 
ance of complaints and controversies touching the pre- 
mises ; and proceedings may be had therein according 
to the course of such courts respectively, as in other 
cases of admiralty or maritime jurisdiction. But no- 
thing herein contained shall be construed to deprive 
suitors of a remedy at common law, or in equity, wher- 
ever the same. may be competent. 


The bill concerning merchant vessels armed 
for defence having been reported by the commit- 
tee correctly engrossed, was read a& third time, 
and passed. The bill is as follows: 


A Bill concerning Merchant Vessels armed for defence. 

Be be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the 
day of , in the present year, the arming of vessels 
for defence shall be subjected to the following regula- 
tions : 











Sec. 2. Be tt enacted, That no merchant vessels 
armed or provided with the means of being armed at 
sea, shall be cleared or permitted to depart on foreign 
voyages, unless the same be registered and duly owned 
and navigated as ships and vessels of the United States. 
And any such shipor vessel of the United States if not 
bound on. some voyage heyond the southern cape of 
Africa or America, may be restrained and prevented from 
going to sea with such armament or means. of arma- 
ment, unless bond to the United States be given by the 
managing owner, or agent, and the master or comman- 
der thereof, with responsible surety or sureties in a penal 
sum not exceeding dollars, with condition that 
such ship or vessel shall not proceed to any port known 
to be actually blockaded, nor carry contraband articles 
to the dominions of any Power engaged in war against 
such as may be at peace with the United States; and 
that such armament or means of armament shall not 
be used for purposes contrary to the laws or treaties of 
the United States or the rules of public law by the 
United States acknowledged, but that the instructions 
which may be given by the President of the United 
States for preventing any infraction of such laws, trea- 
ties, or rules, shall be observed with respect to such ship 
or vessel in the destined voyage or voyages ; and that 
satisfaction shall be made for all damage and injury, if 
any should be committed, in contravention thereof; 
which bond may be sued in the name of the United 
States, before any competent court of the United States. 
And whatever may be recovered thereon shall be for 
their use, except so much as the court may order to be 
paid for making such satisfaction as shall appear reasona- 
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vessels which may be armed in virtue of any grants of 
letters of marque and reprisal under authority of the 
United States. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
security shall have been given by bond as aforesaid 
with respeet to a ship.or vessel of the United” States, 
duly owned and navigated as such, which may be armed 
or provided with means as aforesaid for defence, and 
bound on any foreign voyage or voyages not contrary 
to: law, the same shall be permitted to depart on such 
destination : and the collector of the customs for the 
district from which the ship or vessel may be about to 
depart, in addition to the clearance for the same, shall 
furnish an official document to this effect, and as nearly 
as may be convenient according to the following form— 
“To all whom it may -concern: It is made known, 
that the ship or vessel called the {inserting here the 
vessel’s name] of [inserting the name .of the port to 
which the vessel belongs] having [inserting the num- 
ber] deck with [inserting the number] mast and [spe- 
cifying whether any or no] head and [specifying whe- 
ther any or no] gallery, of the burden of [inserting the 
number] tons as registered, and carrying wert the 
number of mounted} guns, whereof [naming the 
person] is at present master or commander, being a 
[describing the kind of vessel, whether ship, snow, brig- 
antine, schooner, sloop, or otherwise] daly owned and 
navigated as a merchant vessel of the United States of 
America, armed for defence, and bound for , is per- 
mitted to depart on destined voyage [or voyages, as 
may be proper] responsible security having been given 
according to the act of Congress, entitled “ An act con- 
cerning merchant vessels armed for defence.” 

‘«Given under the seal of office, at the port of” [ex- 
pressing the port and district, and specifying the day 
and year of the date in words at length:] Provided, 
That additions or variations may be made as shall ap- 
pear proper in particular cases for the better description 
of vessels or armaments. 

Sec. 4. And be tt further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the President of the United States to give 
directions, as in his opinion may be proper, for causing 
to be prepared a sufficient number of forms of such 
documents, which shall be attested by the Secretary, 
under seal of the Department of State, with proper 
blanks to be filled by the collectors respectively to whom 
the same shall be transmitted. Before any such docu- 
ment shall be furnished for a ship or vessel, it shall be 
sealed and signed by the proper collector, and counter- 
signed by the naval officer or by the surveyor, if. there 
be one, but no naval officer. And the documents so 
furnished shall be transcribed in some proper book to 
be kept for the purpose by the collector, who shall be 
entitled to like fees for the same as for certificates of 
registry: Provided, always, and it is declared, That 
this act shall not be construed to prevent ships or ves- 
sels bound for any of the ports, places, or countries, be- 
yond the southern cape of Africa or America, from 
going armed as hds been usual in such cases, nor to 
affect any foreign armed vessel which may have been 
admitted as such within the territorial jurisdiction of 
the United States. 











Taorspay, April 30. 


The bill more effectually to protect the com- 
merce and coasts of the United States was read 


blein any case of damage or injury. But the restrictions the second time, and referred to a select commit- 
herein contained shall not be considered applicable to} tee, to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. 
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Porn, Bayarp, and Smita, of Maryland. were 
appointed the committee. 

Thebill, entitled “An act for the relief of John 
Thompson,” was tread the second time, and: re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and re- 
port thereon ; and Messrs. Smita, of Maryland, 
Grece, and Smitu, of New York, were appointed 
the committee. 

The bill,entitled “An act making an additional 
appropriation for the support of Government for 
the year 1812,” was read the second time. 


The Senate resumed, asin Committee of the 
Whole, the considération of the bill to authorize 
the State of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect 
titles of certain entries and ‘locations of land 
therein described; and, on the. question, Shall 
this bill be engrossed and read a third time? it 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill allowing an 
annuity to Arthur St. Clair; and, on the question, 
Shalt this bill be engrossed and read a third time ? 
it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 15, 
nays 7, as follows: 

Yuras—Meéssrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Crawford, 
German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, 
Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Smith of Maryland, and 
Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Condit, Cutts, Robinson, Smith of 
New York, Tait, Turner, and Varnum. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act authorizing the cutting 
and making a eanal from the river Potomac 
around the west end of the dam or causeway from 
Mason’s island, and for other purposes ;” in which 
bill they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read; and passed to 
the second reading. 


Mr. Luoyp presented the memorial of five hun- 
dred and thirty-five merchants of Boston, praying 
the repeal. or such modification, of the non-im- 
portation act,as may enable them to receive their 
property now in Great Britain and her dependen- 
cies; which was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon by bill or otherwise; and, in 
the mean time, that it be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

Messrs, Lioyp, Taytor, Greco, Lets, and 
Smirx of Maryland, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to discharge 
from imprisonment thé persons therein mentioned ; 
and, after debate, the further consideration thereof 
was postponed until to-morrow. 

On motion, by Mr. Smirn, of New York, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
authorized to pay, out of the contingent fund, the 
expenses incurred for the funeral of the late Vice 
Presipent of the United States, whenever the 
same shall have been allowed and certified by the 
committee of arrangement. 
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The bill to authorize the State of Tennessee 
to issue grants and perfect titles on certain entries 
and locations of land therein described, having 
been reported b 
grossed, was_read a third time. 

On thie question, Shall this bill pass? It was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas: 18, nays 6 
as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Campbell of T'en- 
nessee, Condit, Cutts, Gaillard, Gilman, Goodrich, Hor. 
sey, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Robinson, Smith 
of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, and Varnum. 

Narys—Messrs. Bibb, Crawford, Dana, German, 
Taylor and ‘Turner. 

So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and 
that the title thereof be “An dct to authorize the 
State of Tennessee to isssue grants and perfec: 
titles on certain entries and locations of land 
therein described.” 

Mr. Sura, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
for the relief of John Thompson,” reported i: 
without amendment, 

Mr. Turner, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill entitled “An act to alter and es. 
tablish certain post roads,” reported it withou 
amendment. 

Mr. Lets presented the petition of Ninian Pink. 
ney, now a Captain inthe Army, stating. that, on 
the 20th of August, 1808, he was appointed brig- 
ade inspector, pro tempore, and that he performed 
the duties thereof at New Orleans, and has re- 
ceived the emoluments attached to said office, up 
to the 3lst of May, 1810, but, on his arrival a: 
the Seat of Government, was required by the 
Department of War to refund, on the plea that 
the een was inadmissible, and praying 
relief, for reasons stated in the petition, whici 
was read, and referred to a select committee, to 
consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise; 
and Messrs. Lets, Howe, and Smira of Mary- 
land, were eet the committee. 

The bill allowing an annuity to Arthur &:. 
Clair having been reported by the committee cor- 
rectly engrossed, was read a third time, and on 
motion, by Mr. Leis, to fill the blank with the 
words “ five hundred dollars,” it was determined 
in the negative; and, on motion to fill the blank 
with the words “ four hundred and fifty dollars,” 
the votes being equal, the President determined 
the qdestion in the affirmative. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 9, as 
follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb Crawfor . 
Dana, German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey. 
Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Smith 0! 
Maryland, arid Worthington. 

Nars—Messrs. Condit, Cutts, Gaillard, Robinson. 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Var- 
num. 


So it was Resolved, That this bill pass, and 


that the title thereof be “An act allowing an an- 
nuity to Arthur St, Clair.” 


the committee correctly en. | 
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Mr. Greaa, from the committee to whom the The bill to admit the entry of vessels of the 
subject was referred, reported. a bill to admit the United States on certain conditions, was read the 
entry of vessels of the United States, on certain | second time. 
conditions; and the bill was read, and passed to The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
the second reading. Whole, the bill authorizing a subscription for the 

[This bill embraces cases of vessels “ which | Laws of the United States; and the further con- 

‘ may have been laden in any of the ports of In-| sideration thereof was postponed to the first Mon- 
‘dia, and whose master, supercargo, or owner, | day in December next. , 
‘may have been compelled to give bond, under The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
‘ some penalty, that their respective cargoes shall | Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
‘be landed in some part of the United States ;” | act for the relief of John Thompson ;” and it was 
provided the duties be paid, and the goods stored | ordered to a third reading. 


in the public stores, under the care of the collect- The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
ors, subject to the future disposition of the Gov- | Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
ernment. | | act to alter and establish certain post roads.” 


On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, the bill todischarge | Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 
from imprisonment the persons therein mentioned | On motion, by Mr. Horsey, the bill, entitled 
was recommitted to a select committee, with in- | “ An act authorizing the cutting and making a 
structions to inquire into, and report the facts of | canal from the river Potomac around the west 
the case; and Messrs. Bavaro, Smira of New| end of the dam or causeway from Mason’s Island, 
York, and GerMan, were appointed the com-/| and for other purposes,” was referred to a select 
mittee. committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the cut- | Messrs. Horsey, Brent, and Worrsinerton, 
ting and making a canal from the river Potomac | were appointed the committee. 
around the west end of the dam or causeway | Mr. Lioyo, from the committee to whom was 
from Mason’s island, and for other purposes,” was | referred the memorial of a large number of the 
read the second time. | merchants of Boston, praying the repeal or modi- 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | fication of the non-importation act, stated that 
Whole, the bill, entitled ‘An act making addi- | they had instructed their chairman to report that 
tional appropriations for the support of Govern- } it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the peti- 
ment for the year 1812;” and the bill having been | tioners. 
amended, the President reported it to the House} A message from the House of Representatives 
accordingly. | informed the Senate that the House do not con- 
On the question, Shall this bill be read a third | cur in the resolution proposing a recess from the 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af-| 6th to the 25th of May. They have passed a bill, 
firmative. | entitled “ An act for the relief of the citizens of 
Mr. Greae presented the memorial of James | Venezuela ;” a bill, entitled “ An act for the bet- 
Wilkinson, stating that he has been stigmatized | ter regulation of the ordnance ;” a bill, entitled 
asa public defaulter; but that, so far from de- | “ An act for the relief of Thomas F. Reddick ;” a 
serving that charge, he can make it appear that | bill, entitled “An act making further provision 
the public are indebted to him, and praying an | for the Army of the United States;” a bill, enti- 
inquiry into his case may be instituted, and such | tled “ An act to authorize the election of sheriffs 
decision thereon as may be compatible with jus- | in the [ndiana Territory, and for other purposes ;” 
tice and equity; and the memorial was read. also a bill, entitled “An act to incorporate the 
On motion, by Mr. Greae, this memorial, and | trustees of Washington College ;” in which bills 
that presented the last session, together with the | they request the concurrence of the Senate. 
report on the memorial last mentioned, was re-;| They have passed the bill which originated in 
ferred to a select committee, to consist of five | the Senate, entitled “ An act for designating, sur- 
members, to consider and report thereon by bill or | veying, and granting the military bounty lands,” 
otherwise; and: Messrs. Greao, Smiru of Mary-| with an amendment, in which they ask the con- 
wand, Taytorn, Varnum, and ANpdeRsON, were | currence of the Senate; also, the bill, entitled 





appointed the committee. | * An act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An 
act to establish an Executive Department, to be 
Monpay, May 4. | denominated the Department of War,” with an 


, | amendment, in which they request the concur- 
, | rence of the Senate. 

| The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, 
‘entitled “An act for designating, surveying, and 
| granting the military bounty lands,” and con- 
' 


The amendment to the bill, entitled “An ac 
making additional appropriations for the suppor 
of Government for-the year, 1812,” was reported | 
by the committee correctly engrossed. 

A bare quorum attending, the Senate adjourned. 


. curred therein. 
Tuespay, May 5. | On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, the bill, entitled 


Mr. Lets, from the committee appointed to | “An act for the relief of the citizens of Vene- 
zuela,’ was read the second time by unanimous 


consider the subject, reported a bill for the relief 
consent; and, on motion by Mr. CampBe.t, of 


of Ninian Pinkney, and the bill was read, and 
passed to the second reading. Tennessee, it was referred to a select committee, 


12th Con. lst Sess.—S 
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Memorial of Boston Merchauts. May, 1812 
to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. Camp- | Department, to be denominated the Departmen 
BELL, of Tennessee, Bayarp, and Smiru, of Mary-| of War.” 


land, wére appointed the committee. | On motion, by Mr. Lets, the further consider. 


On motion, by Mr. German, that the further! ation of the bill and amendment was postponed 


consideration thereof be postponed to the* first to the first Monday in June next. 


‘Monday in December next, it was determined in A message from the House of Representatives | 


the negative—yeas 11, nays 13, as follows: informed the Senate that the House have passed 


Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Bibb, Crawford, German, | @ bill, entitled “ An act to annex a part of Wes: | 


Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Leib, Lloyd, Smith, of Mary- | Florida to the Mississippi Territory,” in which 
land, and Turner. | bill they request the concurrence of the Senate. 
Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Brent, Campbell, of Ten- | The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 
nessee, Condit, Cutts, Dana, Gaillard, Gilman, Howell, | the second reading. ‘i ; 
Robinson, Tait, Varnum, and Worthington. | The bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of Tho. 


On motion, by Mr. Bavaro, the further con- a ee re seg hese oe 
° : 7 , te resumed, as in Committee of the 
sideration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. | ee Seat tint Os . 
bs | Whole, the consideration of the bill to admit the 
The sit Sie last brought Op: for.copeurrence | entry of vessels of the United States on certain 
were read, and passed to the second reading. | edeliitions” ; 
The Senate proceeded to consider the amend-| “61h. auestion. Shall this bill he ‘eneiteses 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill, | wor : e engrossed 
entitled “ An act supplementary to the act, enti- | stirinative 
tled ‘An act to establish an Executive Depart- | er a 
| The bill,entitled “ An act forthe relief of John 
3 ’ ‘ . z 
War? ae RORRLRREES [hg Sagetrneae I, Thompson.” was read the third time, and passed. 


The bill, entitled “An act making additional | The bill, entitled “An act to alter and estab. 


er oa ats : 
appropriations for the support of Government for | lish certain post roads,” was read a third time, and 


. 8 ot | passed. 
the year 1812,” was'read a third time as amend- | P ‘ 
. ° a : it] 
ed; and, on motion by Mr. Leis, it was referred | ‘ a adnate anar tere 
to a select committee, to revise the item respeet- | (P'tt'* ay 


i OG beets : : , 
ing marshals, and report thereon; and Messrs, Se aan a oe third time, by unani 
Anperson, Lets, and Turner, were appointed | MOS Consent, Rea 


and read a third time? it was determined in the 





the committee. | MEMORIAL OF BOSTON MERCHANTS. 
| The Senate resumed the consideration of th: 
Wepnespay, May 6. | report of the committee made yesterday on the 
| memoriab of a large number of the merchants 0! 


oston. 

On motion by Mr. Lioy», that the report on 

| the memorial of the merchants of Boston, pray- 

| ing for leave to withdraw their property from 
Great Britain and her dependencies, be again re- 

| ferred to a committee, with instructions to bring 

>| in a bill for the relief of the petitioners— 

A motion was made by Mr. Smiru, of Mary- 

nd, that the further consideration thereof be 


read the second time. 

Mr. CampseE Lt, of Tennessee, from the com- 
mittee tc whom was referred the bill, entitled 
“An act for the relief of the citizens of Vene- 
zuela,” reported it without amendment; and the 
bill was considered as in Committee of the Whole 
and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act to incorporate the | jg 
Trustees of Washington Coilege,” was read the | postponed to the first Monday in June next. 
second time. On this motion Mr. Smita addressed the Chai: 

The bill, entitled “An act for the better regu-! as follows: 
lation of the ordnance,” was read the second time. by Re Presidents I havéwade thetnctioe for post: 

The bill, entitled “ An act making further pro- 


4 | ponement because I am unwilling that a con- 
3 4 . ° 

vision for the Army of the United States,” was! ¢jusive vote on the question should be taken a! 

read the second time. 


F i this time. When members place their names 
On motion, by Mr. Grea, the two last men- 


; . 'on record there is an unwillingness to retrac' 
tioned bills were severally referred to a select | (heir vote, when a more suitable time for decision 


committee, to consider and report thereon; and | occurs. That time will be, on the arrival of th 


Messrs. AnpeRsON, Smirs, of Maryland, and Hornet, which must certainly happen before th: 
VARNUM, Were appointed the committee. 


: ; t | first of June; and from the information which 
: The bill, entitled “ An act to authorize the elec- | she will bring, we shall be enabled to vote more 
tion of sheriffs in the Indiana Territory, and for | advisedly. This subject being before the Senate. 
other purposes,” was read the second time, and || will be permitted to take a short view of our 
referred to a select committee, to consider and re- | political relations as they bear upon this particu: 
port thereon; and Messrs. WorruineTon, Bay- | Jar object. 
arp, and Tair, were appointed the committee. The non-intercourse law prohibited all inter- 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the} course between the United States and Grea! 
amendment of the House of Representatives to! Britain and France. It, however, authorized the 
the bill, entitled An act supplementary to the President, in case either of these Powers should 
act, entitled ‘An act to establish an Executive | so repeal or modify their unjust acts, as that they 


The bill for the relief of Ninian Pinkney was | B 
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should cease to violate the neutral rights of the | 
United States, to relieve such nation from the | 
operation of this act. Great Britain, by her | 
Minister, Mr. Erskine, did agree, that her odious | 
Orders in Council should be repealed, and the | 
President (with a-promptitude that did him | 
credit) declared by proclamation; that the com- | 
merce between the United States and Great | 
Britain should be restored, and all America ap- | 
lauded the act. The negotiation made by Mr. | 
Eeehina, contrary to the opinion of every enlight- 
ened man, and to the astonishment of our Gov- 
ernment, was disavowed by the King of Great 
Britain. What was the conduct of our Execu- | 
tive on being informed of the disavowal? = It 
was that which gratified every American. He 
instantly impesed the non-intercourse on Great | 
Britain, and placed that nation precisely in the | 
same situation in which she was when Mr. | 
Erskine’s arrangement took place. And, sir, I | 
believe that, in doing so, he met with the appro- | 
bation of every good man. He certainly had 
mine. The non-intercourse law continued until 
May, 1810, when it expired by its own limitation. | 
I state this, Mr. President, because a confusion | 
has arisen from the various laws which have | 
passed on this subject, and many well informed | 
men have believed, and do now believe, that the 
non-intercourse law existed against both nations 
when the present restrictions were imposed. on 
our commerce with Great Britain. Not so, Mr. 
President. At that time our trade was unrestrict- 
ed by any law of the United States. But Con- 
gress, in the same month of May, 1810, passed 
an act, by which the President was authorized, | 
in the event of either France or England repeal- | 
ing her unjust acts, or so modifying the same | 
that they would no longer affect our neutral | 
rights, to impose certain sections of the non-in- 
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those solemn assurances. I did expect that a 
decree, revoking the Berlin and Milan decrees, 
“so far as they related to the United: States,” 
would have been issued immediately after the 
Emperor should have seen the act of Congress 
confirming the proclamation. Indeed, sir, I 
thought it ought to have been issued immediate- 
ly after he had seen the proclamation. 
Has any such decree yet issued? No! Has 
France practically complied with her promise 
made in the letter of the 5th August 1810, signed 
by the Duke de.Cadore? If she has, Mr. Presi- 
dent, then. are we bound, the national faith and 
honor are bound, and no consideration ought to 
induce the Senate to agree to the motion of the 
honorable gentleman (Mr. Luoyp.) Butif France 
has not complied with her engagement, if her 
cruisers, as well public as private, continue, under 
the authority of the Emperor, to act in the man- 
ner authorized by the Berlin and Milaa decrees, 
then our honor calls upon us, the national honor 
imperiously calls upon us‘to place both nations 
precisely in the situation in which they were 
when the proclamation of the President, dated 
November 2, 1810, was issued; nor ought the 
doing so to affect the ulterior measures contem- 
plated against Great Britain. In acting thus, 
our conduct will be exactly correspondent with 
that adopted by the Executive, on his being in- 
formed that Great Britain had disavowed the 
arrangement entered into with Mr. Erskine. 
This we are bound to do, if even we should im- 
mediately thereafter enact a law interdicting all 
importation from both nations. Nay, sir, men 
of nice notions of honor will believe that we can- 
not honorably pursue the war with Great Britain 
until we have freed ourselves from the deception 
practised upon us by France, if (as is asserted) 


| she has not complied with her part of the compact. 


tercourse law on the nation refusing to do us just- | What evidence have we that _France has not 
ice, which sections amount to a non-importation. | complied ? The document before me from the 
This act was made known to both nations; and | Secretary of State, respecting the trade to the 
France, embracing the proposition, did by the Baltic, proves that French privateers have com- 
letter of her prime Minister, the Duke of Cadore, | pletely blockaded the Sound, which is the usual 
under date of the 5th August, 1810, promise to | entrance to that sea; that they capture every 
revoke the Berlin and Milan decrees, so far as | American vessel in their power bound either up 
they relate to the United States, on condition; | of down, and send their papers to Paris, where 
with which condition the President complied | they are condemned by the order of the Emperor. 
by issuing his proclamation of the second of No- | It may not be amiss to.give a view of this course 
vember, in which, agreeably to the act of May, | of conduct > for to gentlemen unacquainted with 
1810, he declared that all importations from Great | commerce it may be useful. Mr. Erving, our 
Britain and her possessions should cease on the | Minister at Denmark, was sent to Copenhagen 
2d February, 1811; unless that nation should, | to use the best means in his power to induce the 
previously thereto, repeal or modify her Orders | King to put a step to the depredations committed 
in Council. Great Britain refused to do this. on our commerce by the Danish privateers. He 
and has pertinaciously adhered to a system inju- | Was well received, and being of opinion that our 
rious to the interest of both nations. Mr. Presi- | trade would meet with few interruptions in fu- 
deat, I was among those who approved of the | ture, he advised thereof the American Consuls 
proclamation of the President of the United | in Sweden and Norway, where our vessels ust- 
States, interdicting all importations from Great ally stop for information. What was the conse- 
Britain, It appeared to me to bea strict com- geenees Why, that the Americans, thus re- 
pliance with the tenor of the law; for, sir, I did | lieved from danger, as they supposed, took the 
believe, that all credit was due to the solemn | usual course through the Sound, to all the ports 
declarations of nations, made officially by their | in the Baltic, and many went safe. The French, 


public ministers, and I, therefore, justified the 
President for the confidence he had placed in 





informed of this friendly conduct of the King of 
Denmark, despatched a number of privateers 
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‘This claim arises from the prosecution of an 


tured, without distinction, every American they | honorable, a lucrative and accustomed trade, 


could. The numbet thus captured was not, it is 
true, very great, for the news flew on the wings 
of the wind, and the Americatis were thereafter, 
for safety, compelled to mingle with the British 
convoys. Indeed, several which had assembled 
at Elsinore were saved by a convoy granted by 
the King of Denmark. 


Mr. President, the first notice of the French 


blockade of the Baltic was capture and conse- 
quent condemnation on various’ pretéxts. One 
vessel was condemned (it appears by the pro- 
ceedings of the court of Paris) be¢ause she had 
come to anchor in a port in Sweden, where, by 
accident, there was a British armed vessel. Bat, 
sir, another reason for presuming that France 
has not complied with her part of the compact, is 
the late burning, by a French squadron which 
issued from Nantz the 10th day of January last, 
of every American vessel they met having a 
cargo on board, The ground assigned by the 
commanders of those vessels, not verbally only, 
but by certificates signed by themselves, is, be- 
cause the vessel, so burnt, was bound to or from 
a port of the enemy of France, and this they 
certify they do by order of the Minister of the 
French Marine, being precisely the Berlin and 
Milan decrees put in full force against the vessels 
of the United States. This information comes 
to us in a shape scarcely questionable ; but as the 
Hornet must soon arrive, and as the President 


eae 





which had met the approbation of Government, 
and to the revenues of which it had largely con- 
tributed—he alluded to the trade with Great 
Britaim In the prosecution of this trade form- 
etly the merchants of the United States were 
almost invariably the debtors; they obtained their 
goods on a credit not unfrequently of twelve 
months, but for a few years past the course of 
the trade had almost entirely changed. Owing 
to the extension of commerce—the diffusion of 
wealth and capital—the increased ability of the 
merchants of the United States—the facilities 
afforded by the banks—and the unexampled de- 
pression of the course of exchange, the merchants 
of Great Britain had in their turn become the 
bankers and debtors of those of the United States, 
the latter of whom now very generally, instead 
of purehasing goods in England, on credit, remit- 
ted exchange at the time of furnishing their 
orders for shipments, 

These orders, it is very well known to every 


|man in the smallest degree conversant with the 


trade, must be in the hands of the manufacturers 
several months before they can’ be executed, 
being principally given for articles calculated for 
a particular market and not suited for avy other. 
This is more especially the case with the im- 
porters of hardware and eutlery, who are obliged 
to give their orders, six, nine, or perhaps twelve 
months in advance, and so soon as an order is 


will by her receive such information as will put | delivered, it becomes a compact, which cannot 
the subject beyond a doubt, either in one way or | be dissolved but with the consent of all the part- 


the other; and as I know that some gentlemen 
are unwilling to vote without official informa- 
tion, | have thought it most proper to propose the 
postponement, until such time as must give us 
such information. 

Mr. President, before I sit down, it may not be 
unworthy of remark, that the French burning 
eet left France five days after the departure 
of the frigate Constitution, at which time (the 
5th January) Mr. Barlow was flattered with the 
expectation that he would succeed in every ob- 
ject of his mission. 

Mr. Luoyp said, knowing as he did the dis- 

sition of the Senate, he should probably not 

ave troubled them with°any remarks on this 
oceasion, had he not, in compliance with official 
usage, and the instructions of committee, been 
the organ of a report repugnant alike to his feel- 
ings and opinions—hostile, as he believed, to the 
interest of the nation, and adverse to the petition- 
ers, who were a large body of his constituents— 
his fellow-townsmen, many of whom he person- 
ally knew—who were equal in respectability to 
any class of citizens in the United States, and 
who had a deep interest in the decision of the 
question—a question on which, in many cases 
would depend the loss or preservation of the 
fruits of many years of their industry, and the 
continuance of their occupations, and perhaps sub- 
sistence, and which, if decided adversely, might 
reduce Some of them from ease and affluence to 
penury and embarrassment. 


ies engaged in it. Thus are situated some of the 
petitioners, several of whom had transmitted 
their orders prior to the issuing of the President’s 
proclamation of November 2, 1810, but which 
could not be executed and got ready for ship- 
ment by the 2d of February, 1811, when the 
trade was closed. On this class of petitioners, 
the non-importation act, therefore, has a most 
unjust and complete ex post facto operation— 
they are punished for the prosecution of their 
lawful trade, and for not knowing what did not 
exist. The claim of this class of petitioners, then, 
is incontrovertible, and if the trade is to continue 
interdicted, and a sacrifice is required to be made 
for the public good, it is the duty of the nation 
and not the individual to sustain it. 

It has been said, the merchants vught to have 
been aware of the state of the country—that the 
Government gave them ample warning of the 
crisis that was approaching, and they should 
have forborne their adventures. On the contrary, 
sir, the Government, when it renewed the non- 
importation act, left entirely open the export 
trade—by so doing it sanctioned that trade, and 
tacitly invited the merchants to engage in it. 
In what did this export trade consist? . Princi- 
pally in grain and flour shipped to the ports pos- 
sessed by the British in Portugal and Spain—to 
Lisbon and Cadiz. It was well known that 
Spain and Portugal, as countries, were devasta- 
ted, and wholly exhausted. They were utterly 
destitate of produce wherewith to make returns. 
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It was perfectly well understood that payments 
could alone be received by drafts on Eagland— 
for their specie could not be withdrawn from 
thence—the exportation of it is prohibited under 
very heavy penalties, perhaps capital ones—the 
only resource then which remained to: realize the 
property, was by bills of exchange from America, 
and this channel has completely failed for the 
want of objects in which the purchasers could 
invest the Property so long as importations were 
prohibited. Thus, then, are the merchants totally 
barred from: realizing their funds arising from a 
trade encouraged by their own Government, and 
the proceeds of which have entered in a country, 
where alone, from the nature of that trade, it 
could not but be deposited; and hence then it 
follows, that the importing. and exporting mer- 

chants havé both a well-founded claim on the 

aid of Government before war commences, a | 
the acquisition of their property—indeed no man 

could rationally suppose the Government would 

commence a war with the exclusion of it. So 

far from it, that it has been a generally received 

opinion, if war were actually intended, the ports 

of the United States would be first opened for 

importations ; and if it be desirable on the part of 
the Government, as it seems to be its wish to 

impress on the people the probability or certainty 

of war, the doing. this, attended with correspond- 

ing measures of preparation, would effect it much 

more readily than by any other step that could 

be taken. 

But it is said, the United States are pledged to 
France. Trite and tiresome as this topic has 
become, he must be allowed briefly to retrace it. 

By the act of May 1, 1810, it was provided 
that in case either Great Britain or France 
should, before the 3d of March,-1811, so revoke 
or modify her edicts as that they should cease to 
violate the neutral commerce of the United 
States, the President should declare the fact; and 
if the other nation did not in like manner revoke 
or modify her edicts within three months there- 
after, the restrictions on the commerce of the 
nation so refusing should be revived. 

On the 5th August, 1810, the Duke of Cadore 
addressed a note to Mr. Armstrong stating that 
the decrees of France were revoked, and would 
cease to operate on the Ist of November suc- 
ceeding. 

On the 2d of November the President issued 
his proclamation, declaring that the French de- 
crees were revoked, and importations from Great 
Britain subsequently to the 2d of February, 1811, 
were of consequence prohibited. 

Mr. Luoyp said, in this inquiry, although he 
considered the decision of the President as ex- 
tremely ill-judged and unfortunate, he should 

not avail of his station to offer a direct insult to 
the highest authority of the nation. He meant 
not to impugn his motives—possibly the Presi- 
dent imagined, that by confiding in the assurances 
of the French Government, perfidy might be 
rendered honest—that France might for once 
fulfil faithfully the engagements she had entered 
anto, and, this being done, that the British Orders 
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in Council, professedly and expressly: predicated 
upon the Berlin decree, would fall of course, and 
that we should thus happily get rid of a system, 
which had been a race of folly all round the 
compass, equally as it regards France, Great 
Britain, and the United States ; a system in which 
these nations had become entangled by their 
passions—to which they pertinaciously adhered, 
probably in spite of conviction, to the injury of 
their subjects and citizens, and from which none 
of them has the manliness or magnanimity first 
to cut adrift. 

Has Franee, sir, fulfilled her engagement? 
For proof, let me only refer to the 3d article of 
the Milan decree, which enacts—“ That every 
‘ ship of whatever nation, or whatsoever the nature 
‘of its cargo, which sails from or proceeds to the 
‘ ports of England, or those of its colonies, or of 
‘countries occupied by English troops, shall be 
‘ good and lawful prize, and may be captured by 
‘ the ships of war, or privateers of France.” Is 
our commerce to such ports nowallowed? Have 
these provisions of the decree ceased to be acted 
upon ? It would be a libel upon the intelligence 
and vigilant attention of the Senate to cite in- 
stances of their continued and constant enforce- 
ment. On the importation of British manufac- 
tures our own laws have interdicted the possi- 
bility of their operation for the past twelve 
months—but captures of vessels coming from and 
going to Great Britain are notorious to every one, 
and the shelves of the Department of State are, 
or might be, lumbered with proofs of the daily 
application of this article of the decree to Ameri- 
can vessels, which are captured, burnt, or scuttled 
from, and going to ports in Spain and Portu 
in possession of the British; and lest we should 
not credit the accounts of our plundered, unship- 

ed, cast-off seamen, arriving destitute at home— 

est we should not credit the solemn depositions 
of the masters and mates of vessels that have 
been taken and destroyed—lest we should not 
credit the testimony of insurance companies who 
have paid forty, fifty, or sixty thousand dollars 
on single losses of this description*—lest perver- 
sions or incredulity should not even credit all 
these witnesses—in order to fasten the outrage 
upon us, insult is added to injury—and the com- 
mander of the destroying squadron, scarcely a 
month since, under his own hands, certifies the 
facts, and tells you he does this, not, sir, for his 
own security, not to prevent information of his 
course being given to his enemies, but in conse- 
quence of express orders from the Minister of 
Marine and of Colonies, so late even as January 
last; and avows his instructions to be, to capture 
or destroy all vessels bound to or from Great 
Britain, or her dependencies, or countries in her 
possession. In other words, to carry into full 
effect the provisions of the Berlin decree. After 
this, who will pretend that the decrees have ceased 
to violate the neutral coramerce of the United 








*On the ship Telegraph alone, bound from New 
York to Lisbon, destroyed by two French frigates, the 
insurance Office in that city paid sixty thousand dollars. 
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States, or that they owe any obligation, express or 
ae except that of vengeance, to France ? 

hat, sir, would be the effect of a suspension 
of the non-importation act on ourselves? In six 
months after importations were admitted, or in 
three months after it was fully known, if war 
was also expected, it would replenish your coffers 
by placing ten millions of dollars inthe Treasury — 
it would strengthen your merchants, and might en- 
able them, by getting their property from abroad, 
to co-operate with the Government, and to ad- 
vance double the amount of the loan recently at- 
tempted to be raised, the result of which, as it 
regards individual subscriptions, has disappointed 
every political man in the nation, whatever may 
be his tenets. Indeed, if war be inevitable, no 
man in his senses can deny that it would be 
highly expedient—that it would be greatly for 
the interest of the United States if every guinea 
in the British exchequer, if every shilling’s worth 
of merchandise in her kingdom, were transported 
to this country even on credit. If this were the 
case, it would afford the means of commencing 
and continuing the war with better effect, and 
longer duration if needful, and would enlist in 
your favor a powerful body of men in that coun- 
try, who would constantly be advocating your 
cause, and urging the termination of war and 
the settlement of peace. Reverse the picture, 
and interdict the recovery of this property—you 
weaken yourselves—impoverish your merchants 
at the outset—alienate their affections from their 
own Government—insure their endeavors to force 
you into a speedy and perhaps almost dishonor- 
able peace ; and instead of securing the influence 
of the British merchants and manufacturers in 
your favor, and in favor of peace, you offer them 
a bribe, to encourage and protract the war, in 
order that they may hold the large amount, of 
American property now in their hands, for their 
own use.and on their own terms, with or without 
interest, during its continuance. 

Seeing, then, that no pledge, real, honorary, or 
imaginary, towards France,for a persistence in 
these restrictions, does or can exist—that the 
merchants of the United States have a just and 
equitable claim for a suspension of them, and 
that such suspension would in his opinion greatly 
benefit the interest of the country, he felt it his 
duty to move, whatever fate might await the 
motion,” That the memorial of the merchants of 
* Boston be agaio referred to a committee, with 
‘ instructions to bring in a bill for the relief of the 
* petitioners.” 

The question on postponement was now taken, 
and was determined in the affirmative—yeas 13, 
nays 6, as follows: 

ras—Messrs, Bibb, Campbell of Tennessee, Con- 
dit, Crawford, Cutts, Gregg, Leib, Robinson, Smith of 
Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Turner, Varnum. 

Nars—Messrs. German, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, 

Lloyd, and Worthington. 














Tuurspay, May 7. 


The bill to admit the entry of vessels of the 
United States on certain conditions having been 
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reported by the Committee correctly engrossed, 
was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act to annex a part of 
West Florida to the Mississippi Territory,” was 
read a second time, and referred to a select com- 
mittee to consider and report thereon ; and Messrs, 
Campse i of Tennessee, Bayarp, and Tait, were 
appointed the committee. 

The Senate resamed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Ninian Pinkney. . And on the question, Shall 
this bill be engrossed and read a third time ? it 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled, “An 
act for the relief of Thomas F. Reddick ;” and it 
was ordered to.a third reading. 

On motion, the bill, entitled “ An act to incor- 


porate the Trustees of the Washington College,” 


was referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. Dana, Wortainc- 
TON, and Bren’, were appointed the committee. 





Fripay, May 8. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act to amend an aet, entitled 
‘An act to establish a quartermaster’s department, 
and for other purposes,” in which they request the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Anverson, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act for the bet- 
ter regulation of the ordnance,” reported it with 
an amendment, which was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and agreed to, and the Pre- 
sident reported the bill to the House aceordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read the third time as amended ? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative. 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act making 
further provision for the Army of the United 
States,” reported it with an amendment, which 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
and agreed to; and the President reported the bill 
to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affirm- 
ative. 

Mr. Campse ti, of ‘Tennessee, from the commit- 
tee to whom was referred the bill, entitled “ An 
act to annex a part of West Florida to the Missis- 
sippi Territory,” reported it with an amendment, 
which was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and agreed to; and the President reported 
the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affirm- 
ative. 

The bill for the relief of Ninian Pinkney hav- 
ing been reported by the Committee correctly 
engrossed, was read a third time, and passed. 

n motion by Mr. ANpeRson, Mr. Pore was 
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added to the committee to whom was referred the 
pill, entitled “An act making additional appro- 
priations for the support of Government for the 
year 1812,” in the absence of Mr. Leis. 

Mr. Anverson, from the committee, reported 
the bill last mentioned, without further amend- 
ment, 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ?’ it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr. Pops submitted the following motion for 
consideration: 


Whereas, the conduct of the French Government, 
in failing to make compensation for the property of 
the citizens of the United States, seized and confis- 
cated under the Rambouillet decree, in the year 1810, 
in excluding from France, by enormous discriminating 
duties, our tobacco and cotton, the principal articles of 
export in the southern and southwestern parts of the 
United States, contrary to our just expectations, ‘au- 
thorized by the assurances of her Minister; besides 
granting licenses to carry on a trade from certain ports 
of the United States, so disrespectful to the feelings, 
so derogatory to the. sovereignty of an independent 
nation; and the recent and repeated aggressions of 
her public and private armed vessels on the lawful 
commerce of the United States; demand, from the 
impartiality, honor, and dignity of this Government, 
a disavowal of the arrangment made with her, which 
tuok effect on the 2d day of November, 1810, a meas- 
ure calculated to inspire general confidence and re- 
spect, and to convince every true American that the 
object of his Government is, to unite the people in a 
manly American effort to resist foreign aggression : 
And whereas many of our citizens, under an expecta- 
tion, or, at least, a hope, of a change in our relations 
with Great Britain, have, in the course of trade, ac- 
quired property abroad not admissible by existing 
laws into the United States, the importation of which 
itis reasonable and expedient to permit; expedient, 
because it will not only prevent injuries and loss to 
many of our citizens, but aid our finances, cheapen the 
public supplies until a sufficiency can be procured of | 
home manufacture, and lessen the necessity of inter- 
nal taxes to carry on the war in which we may be en- 
gaged with Great Britain: therefore, 


Resolved, That the act, entitled “An act concerning 
the commercial intercourse between the United States | 
and Great Britain and France, and their dependencies, 
and for other purposes,” passed on the first day of 
May, 1810, except the section thereof; all the 
force and effect of the President’s proclamation, issued 
in virtue thereof, on the day of , in the same 
year; and the act, entitled “An act supplementary to 
the act, entitled ‘An act concerning the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain and France, and their dependencies, and for other 
purposes,” passed on the second day of March, 1811, 
ought to be repealed, annulled, and set aside ; and that 
a committee be appointed to bring in a bill for that 
purpose, 


et OC 




















Monpay, May 11. 


CONGRESS. 


Proceedings. 


238 


SENATE. 





to consider-and report thereon; and Messrs. An- 
DERSON, VaRNum, and TAayLor, were appointed 
the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An‘act making additional 
appropriations for the support of Government for 
the year 1812,” was read a third time as amended, 
and passed. 

The amendment to the bill, entitled “An act 
making further provision for the Army of the 
United States,” having been reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrossed, the bill was read a 
third time as amended, and passed with an amend- 
ment. 

The amendment to the bill, entitled “An act 
to annex a part of West Florida to the Missis- 
sippi Territory,” having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, the bill was read 
a third time as amended; and, on motion, the 
title was amended so as to read as follows: “An 
act to enlarge the boundaries of the Mississippi 
Territory.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The amendment to the bill, entitled “‘An act 
for the better regulation of the ordnance,” having 
been reported by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, the bill was read a third time as amend- 
ed; and, on motion, by Mr. ANpERson, was fur- 
ther amended by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

Mr. Greea, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act to extend the 
right of suffrage in the Illinois Territory,” re- 
ported it with an amendment. 

Mr. CampBELL, of Tennessee, presented the 
petition of sandry citizens of the said Territory, 
on the subject-matter of the said bill; which was 
read, and the further consideration of the subject 
was postponed until to-morrow, 

Mr. Worruineton. from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act pro- 
viding for the government of the Territory of 
Louisiana,” reported it with amendments. 

Mr. Worruincton submitted the following 
motion for consideration: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire, 
if any, what, further provision is necessary to compel 
the residence and attendance of Territorial judges in 
their respective Territories, with leave to report by bill 
or otherwise. 





Tuespay, May 12. 
Mr. Bayarp gave notice that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to bring in a bill supplementary 


| to an act, entitled “An act for the admission of 


the State of Louisiana into the Union, and to 
extend the laws of the United States to the said 


| State.” 


Mr. Greae presented the memorial of certain 
persons, subjects of the Crown of Portugal, and 
masters of Portuguese vessels, which arrived at 
the port of Philadelphia since the passage of the 


The bill, entitled “An act to amend an act, | last embargo law, for the purpose of procuring 


entitled ‘An act to establish a quartermaster’s 
department, and for other purposes,”’ was read the 
second tiine, and referred to a select committee. 


cargoes of flour and other provisions, and praying 
to be permitted to return to the ports of their own 
country with such cargoes. 
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On motion, by Mr. Greaa, the memorial was | ment, the President reported the bill to the House 
referred to a select committee, to consist of five | accordingly. _ ee 

members, to consider and report thereon by bill | On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
or otherwise; and Messrs. Greco, ANpERsOn, | time as amended? it was determined in the affir- 
Bavyanp, CampseEtt, of Tennessee, and Tay or, ; mative. 

were appointed the committee. | Mr. Worrnixeron, from the committee to 
» On motion, by Mr. German, the memorial of | whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act to 
Charles Selden, and othets, citizens of the State | ascertain and establish the western boundary of 
of New York, presented on the 22d April, was |the tract reserved for~satisfying the military 
also referred to the committee last mentioned, to | bounties allowed to the officers and _ soldiers of 
consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise. | the Virginia line on continental establishment,” 





The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made yesterday, by Mr. Wortuincron, 
which was amended and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
inquire, if any, what, further provision is neces- 
sary to compel the residence and attendance of 
judges in their respective circuits, districts, and 
territories, with leave to report by bill or other- 


wise ; and also into the propriety of prohibiting | 


the judges from practising in the State courts, 

Ordered, That Messts. Bayarp, Wortuine- 
ton, and Campse.t, of Tennessee, be the com- 
mittee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they have passed a res- 
olution authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause a census to be taken of the popu- 
lation of the Mississippi Territory, in which res- 
olution they now request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made on the 8th instant, by Mr. Pops, on 
the subject of commercial restrictions. 

On the question, Shall this resolution pass? it 
was determined in the negative—yeas 8, nays 15, 
as follows: 

Yzas—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Horsey, Pope, and Worthington. 


reported it ‘with amendments. 

|. The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
| Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
; act providing for the government of the Terri- 
| tory of Louisiana,” together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee; 
and having agreed thereto, the President reported 
the bill .to the House accordingly; and the bill 
was further amended; and. on motion, by Mr. 
Tart, the further consideration thereof was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, which originated in the Senate, entitled 
“An act to incorporate a bank in the town of 
Alexandria, by the name and style of the Me- 
chanics’ Bank of Alexandria,” with amendments, 
in. which. they request the concurrence of the 
| Senate. 

Mr. Worruincton, from the committee to 
whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act to 
authorize the election of sheriffs in the Indiana 

| Territory, and for other purposes,” reported it 

| with amendments. 

| Mr. Bayarpvasked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill supplementary to an act, entitled “An 

'act for the admission of the State of Louisiana 

| into the Union, and to extend the laws of the 





Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell, of Ten- | United States to the said State; and the bill was 
nessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Gregg, | read, and passed to the second reading. 


Howell, Robinson, Smith of New York, ‘Tait, Taylor, 
Turner, and Varnum. 





Wepnespay, May 13. 


The number of Senators present not being suf- 
ficient to constitute a quorum, on motion, that 
the Senate adjourn, it was determined in the 
affirmative—yeas 8, nays 5, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bibb, Crawford, Gaillard, Gilman, | 
Gregg, Robinson, Tait, and Varnum. 

Nars—Messrs. Bayard, German, Horsey, Taylor, 
and Worthington. 





Tuurspay, May 14. 

The resolution authorizing the President of 
the United States to cause a census to be taken 
of the population of the Mississippi Territory, | 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to extend the right of suffrage in the Illinois 
Territory, and for other purposes,” together with 
the amendment reported thereto by the select 
committee; and, having agreed to the amend- 


Mr. Pope, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 


| John N. Stout,” reported it without amendment; 


and the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Brent, from the committee appointed to 
consider the subject, reported a bill authorizing 
an increase of the capital stock of the Bank of 
Washington ; and the bill was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments.of the House of Representatives to the 
bill, entitled “An aet to incorporate a bank in the 
town of Alexandria, by the name and style of 
the Mechanics’ Bank of Alexandria,” and con- 
curred therein. 





Frivay, May 15. 


The amendment to the bill, entitled “ An act 
to extend the right of suffrage in the Illinvis 
Territory, and for other purposes,” having been 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
the bill was read a third time as amended, and 
passed. 

Mr. Bayarp, from the committee appointed to 
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consider the subject, reported a bill respecting 
the judges of the United States; and the bill 
was read, and passed to the sécond reading. 

The résolution authorizing the President of the 
United States to cause a census to be taken of 
the population of the Mississippi Territory was 
read the second time. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Sénate that the House have passed 
the bill which originated in the Senate, entitled 
“An act to authorize the President of the United 
States to ascertain and designate’certain bounda- 
ries.” with an amendment; in which they re- 
quest the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 
last mentioned ; and concurred therein. 

The bill authorizing ap increase of the capital 
stock of the Bank of Washington, was read the 
second time. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of John 
N. Stout,” was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill supplementary to an act, entitled “An 
act for the admission of the State of Louisiana 
into the Union, and to extend the laws of the 
United States to the said State,” was read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a third time ? it was determined in the 
affirmative. 

The bill last mentioned having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, it was read 
a third time by unanimous consent, and passed. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill, entitled “An act providing for the govern- 
ment of the Territory of Louisiana,” asamended; 
and the bill was further amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 





Monpay, May 18. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to ascertain and establish the western bound- 
ary of the tract reserved for satisfying the mili- 
tary bounties allowed to the officers and soldiers 
of the Virginia line on continental establish- 
ment,” together with the amendments reported 
thereto by the seleet committee, which were 
agreed to; and the bill having been further 
amended, the President reported it to the House 
accordingly. 

_On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

The bill respecting the judges of the United 
States was read the second time. 

_ A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Thomas 
and William Streshly,” with an amendment, in 
which they request the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate. They have also passed a bill, entitled “An 
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act for the relief of Anna Young, heiress and 
representative of Col. John Durkee, deceased,” 
in which bill they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 
the second reading. ‘ 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of *the House of Representatives to the bill, 
entitled “An act for the relief of Thomas and 
William Streshly,” and concurred therein. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act to authorize the 
election of sheriffs in the Indiana Territory, and 
for other purposes,” together with the amend- 
ments reported by the select committee; and 
having agreed thereto, in part, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until to-morrow. 

The resolution authorizing the President of the 
United States to eause a census to be taken of 
the population of the Mississippi Territory was 
resumed. 

Ordered, ‘Vhat it pass to the third reading. 

Mr. Greee presented sundry petitions, signed 
by a large number of persons residing in the 
county of Philadelphia, and State of Pennsyl- 
vania, deprecating the horrors of war, and pray- 
ing the united efforts of Congress and the Presi- 
dent of the United States for the continuation of 
the blessings of peace. : 

Mr. WorTHINGTON gave notice that to-mor- 
row he should ask leave to bring in a bill making 
further provision for the sale of the reserved sec- 
tions of land in the State of Ohio, and to dis- 
tribute certain copies of the land laws. 


Tuespay, May 19. 


The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Anna Young, heiress and representative of Col- 
onel John Durkee, deceased,” was read the sec- 
ond time, and referred to a select committee, to 
consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. Goop- 
ricu, Greea, and Tair, were appointed the com- 
mittee, 

Mr. Wortatnaron asked and obtained leave 
to bring in a bill making further provision for the 
sale of the reserved sections of land in the State 
of Ohio, and to distribute certain copies of the 
land laws; and the bill was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. Bayarp, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill to discharge from imprison- 
ment the persons therein mentioned, reported it 
without amendment. 

The resolution. authorizing the President of 
the United States to cause a census to be taken 
of the population of the Mississippi Territory, 
was read a third time. 

On motion, by Mr. WorrTuincTon. it was re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider and re- 
port thereon; and Messrs. Taytor, WortTutne- 
Ton, and Bayarp, were appointed the committee. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 

roviding for the government of the Territory of 

ouisiana,” having been reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrossed, the bill was read a 
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, third time as amended, and was further amended 
by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, with amendments. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
to ascertain and establish the western boundary 
of the tract reserved for satisfying the military 
bounties aliowed to the officers and soldiers of 
the Virginia line on continental establishment,” 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, the further consideration thereof was 
postponed until Thursday next. 

Mr. Anoerson, from the committee to whom 
was referred ‘the bill, entitled “An act to amend 
am act, entitled ‘An act to establish a quarter- 
master’s department, and for other purposes,” re- 
ported it amended. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act to authorize the election of sheriffs in the la- 
diana Territory, and for other purposes.” 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, the further con- 
sideration thereof was postponed until Thursday 
next. 

The consideration of the bill respecting the 
judges of the United States was resumed ; and, 
on the question, Shalt this bill be engrossed and 
read a third time? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 





Tuurspay, May 21. 

The bill making further provision for the sale 
of the reserved sections of land in the State of 
Ohio, aad to distribute certain copies of the land 
laws, was read the second time. 

The bill respecting the judges of the United 
States having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, was read a third time, and 

assed. 

The bill, entitled “An act to ascertain and es- 
tablish the western boundary of the tract re- 
served for satisfying the military bounties al- 
lowed to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia 
line on continental establishment,” was read a 
third time as amended, and passed with amend- 
ments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act providing for the government of the 
Territory of Louisiana,” with an amendment, in 
which they request the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate. They have passed a bill, entitled “An act 
making further provision for settling the claims 
to land in the Territory of Louisiana ;”, also, a 
bill, entitled “ An act making an appropriation 
for the purpose of discharging all the outstanding 
claims for the construction and repair of the 
Capitol and the President’s house, for the com- 
pensation of the late surveyor of the public build- 
ings, and for furniture for the different apart- 
ments of the Capitol, and for other purposes ;” in 
which bills they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading, 
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the Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to discharge 
from imprisonment the persons therein men- 
tioned; and Mr. Varnum was requested to take 
the chair; and the bill having been debated, the 
President resumed the chair; and Mr. Varnuy 
reported, from the Committee of the Whole, that 
the bill be postponed to the first Monday’ in De- 
cember next; and on the question to agree to thie 
report, it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
16, nays 5, as follows >” 

Yeas—Messrs» Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Gaillard, Goodrich, 
Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Tait, Taylor, ‘Turner, Var- 
num, and Worthington. 

Naxys—Messrs. Dana, German, Leib, Reed, and 
Smith of New York. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitléd “An act to amend an 
act, entitled ‘An act to establish a quartermaster’s 
department, and for other purposes,” together 
with the amendment reported by the select com- 
mittee; and, having agreed thereto, the President 
reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

The amendment to the bill last mentioned 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, it was read a third time by unanimous 
consent, and passed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act providing for the goveroment of the 
Territory of Louisiana ;” and concurred therein. 

The consideration of the bill, entitled “An act 
to authorize the election of sheriffs in the Indi- 
ana Territory, and for other purposes,” was re- 
sumed; and, on the question, Shall this bill be 
read a third time, as amended ? it was determined 
in the affirmative. 

The bill authorizing an increase of the capital 
stock of the Bank of Washington was resumed; 
and the further consideration thereof was pos'- 
poned until Monday next. 





Fripay, May 22. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
to authorize the election of sheriffs in the Indiana 
Territory, and for other purposes,” having been 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
the bill was read a third time as amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was 
determined in the negative. 

The bill, entitled “An act making further pro- 
vision for settling the claims to land in the Ter- 
ritory of Louisiana,” was read the second time, 
and referred io a select committee, to consider 
and report thereon ; and Messrs. Vannum, Wor- 
THINGTON, and Brent, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 

The bill, entitled “An act making an appro- 
priation for the purpose of discharging all the 
outstanding claims for the construction and repair 
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President’s house, for the 

compensation of the late surveyor of the public 
puildings, and for furniture for the different apart- 
ments of the Capitol, and for other purposes,” 
was read the second time, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. Taytor, Dana, and Reep, wereappointed 
the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill making further provision for the 
sale of the reserved sections of land in the State 
of Ohio, and to distribute certain copies of the 
land laws; and the further consideration thereof 
was postponed until Monday next. 

Mr. VarNnvM gave notice that, on Monday next, 
he should ask leave to bring in a bill supplemen- 
tary to an act, entitled “An act more effectually 
to provide for the organization of the militia of 
the District of Columbia.” 








Monpay, May 25. 


Mr. Varnum asked and obtained leave to bring 
ina bill supplementary to an act, entitled “An 
act more effectually to provide for the organiza- 
tion of the militia of the District of Columbia ;” 
and the bill was twice'read by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred to a select committee, to con+ 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. VarRnum, 
Samira of Maryland, and ANDERSON, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The consideration of the bill making further 
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The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or rae Unrrep States: 

To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United. States: 

I communicate to Congress, for their information, 
copies and extracts from the correspondence of the Sec- 
retary of State and the Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States at Paris. These documents will place 
before Congress the actual posture of our relations 
with France. JAMES MADISON, 

May 26, 1812. 

The Message and documents therein referred 
to were read, and twelve hundred copies thereof 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act conferring certain powers 
on the Levy Court for the county of Washington, 
in the District of Columbia ;” in which bill they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Samira, of Maryland, submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration : 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
report to the Senate the number of men ordered to be 
supplied by each State for the purpose of completing 
their respective quotas under the act of the present ses- 
sion, entitled ‘An act to authorize a detachment from 
the militia of the United States.” 


Mr. GeRMAN gave notice that to-morrow he 
should ask leave to bring in a bill to revive and 


rovision for the sale of the reserved sections of | continue in force, for a limited time, an act, enti- 


and in the State of Ohio, and to distribute cer- 
tain copies of the land laws, was resumed. 


tled “ An act further to provide for the refugees 
from the British provinces of Canada and Nova 


On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed | Scotia, and for other purposes ;” passed February 


and read the third time? it was determined in 
the affirmative. 





Tupspay, May 26. 


The PresipentT communicated the resolutions 
of the citizens of the first Congressional District 


| 
| 


| 


24th, 1810. 





Wepnespay, May 27. 


Mr. German asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill to revive and continue in force, for a 
limited time, an act, entitled “ An act further to 





of Pennsylvania, approbating the measures of | provide for the refugees from the British pro- 
Government in the: preparations for war with | vinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, and for other 
Great Britain, and particularly the conduct of | purposes.” passed the 24th of February, 1810; 
their Representatives in Congress; which were | and the bill was read, and passed to the second 
read. | reading. 

On motion by Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, theact| The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
supplementary to the act, entitled “An act pro-,| motion made yesterday respecting the quotas of 
viding for a Naval Peace Establishment, and for | militia of the United States, and agreed thereto. 
other purposes,” was referred to a select commit-| The bill, entitled “ An act conferring certain 
tee, who shall be empowered to report, by bill or | powers on the Levy Court for the county of 
otherwise, such amendments as may be deemed | Washington, in the District of Columbia,” was 
necessary thereto; and Messrs. Smiru of Maryland. | read the second time. , 

Gooprica, Anperson, Gatttarp, and Greoee,| A message from the House of Representatives 
were appointed the committee. | informed the Senate that the House have passed 

The bill authorizing an increase of the capital | a bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of William 
stock of the Bank of Washington was resumed ; | Garrard ;” also,a bill, entitled “ An act to extend 
and the further consideration thereof was post-|the time for exporting, with the privilege of 
poned until Monday next. drawback, goods, wares, and merchandise, eati- 

The bill making further provision for the sale | tled thereto by law;” in which bills they request 
of the reserved sections of land in the State of | the concurrence of the Senate. 

Ohio, and to distribute certain copies of the land The two bills last mentioned were read, and 
laws, having been reported by the committee cor- | passed to the second reading. 
rectly engrossed, was read a third time, and passed.| The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
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William Garrard,” was. read the second time by | of May last; and the report was read, and refer. 
unanimous consent; and-referred toa select com- | red to a select committee, to consist of five mem. 
mittee, to consider and report thereon;. and | bers, to consider and report thereon by bill o 
Messrs. Pore, Tart, and Conprr, were appointed | otherwise; and, Messrs.: Smita, of Maryland, 
the committee. Varnum, Connit, Giuman, and GREGG, were 
appointed the committee, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “ An act supplementary to the 





Tuurspay, May 28. 


The Presipent communicated the report of 
the Secretary of the Navy, made in obedience to ' : 
the provision of the fourth section of the act, | &¢t entitled ‘An act to establish an Executive 
entitled “An act establishing Navy hospitals,” Department, to be denominated the Departmen 
passed the 26th of Febraary, 1811;'and the: re-| Of War,” and on motion, by Mr. Greaa, the fur. 
port was read. ther consideration of the bill and ameadment was 

The bill to revive and continue in force, for a | Postponed until Monday next. 
limited time, an act, entitled “An act further to The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
provide for the refugees from the British pro- | Teport of the committee on the memorial of Peter 
vinces of Canada and Nova Scotia, and for other | Landais, Whereupon, it was ordered that the 
purposes,” passed the 24th of February, 1810, claim of Peter Landais ought not to be granted. 
was read the second time, and referred toa select | __ The bill, entitled “Aa act authorizing the 
committee, to consider and report thereon ; and President of the United States to lease, for a term 


Messrs. German, Goopricn, and Grea, were of years, one of the public reservations of ground 
appointed the committee. in the City of Washington,” was read the second 
The bill, entitled “ An act to extend the time | "™e& 
for exporting, with privilege of drawback, goods,| ‘The bill, entitled “An act to amend the laws 
wares, and merchandise, entitled thereto by law,” within the District of Columbia,” was read the 
was read the second time, and consideréd as in | Second time. 
Committee of the Whole; and no amendments The bill, entitled “ An act to extend the time 
having been offered, it was ordered to the third for exporting, with privilege of drawback, goods, 
reading. wares,and merchandise, entitled thereto by law,” 
On motion, by Mr. Taytor, the farther con- | Was read a third time, and passed. 
sideration of the bill, entitled “An act conferring | _. The bill authorizing an increase of the capita 
certain powers on the Levy Court for the county stock of the Bank of Washington, was resumed; 
of Washington, in the District of Colunibia,” and, on motion, by Mr. Smita, of Maryland, the 
was postponed until Monday next. ’ | further consideration thereof was postponed until 
A message from the House of Representatives Thursday next. 
informed the Senate that the House have passed A message from the House of Representative 
a bill, entitled “An act for the more perfect or- informed the Senate that the House disagree 
gaan of the infantry of the Army of the the amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
nited States ;” a-bill, entitled “ An act author “An act concerning the Levy Court of the 
izing the President of the United States to lease, | County of Washington, in the District of Colum- 
for a term of years, one of the public reservations | bias” they also disagree to the amendments to the 
of ground in the City of Washington ;” also, a | bill, entitled “ An act to ascertain and establish 
bill, entitled “ An act to amend the laws withia the western boundary of the tract reserved for 
the District of Columbia ;” in which bills they satisfying the military bounties allowed to the 
request the concurrence of the Senate. | officers and soldiers of the Virginia line on con- 
The three bills last mentioned were read, and | tinental establishment.” They have passed a bill 
passed to the second reading. entitled “ An act supplemental to an act, entitled 
The bill, entitled “ Anact for the more perfect |* An act for dividing the Indiana Territory into 
organization of the infantry of the Army of the | two separate governments,” in which bill they 
United States,” was, by unanimous consent, read + Tequest the concurrence of the Senate. 
the second time, and referred to a select Saisie. | The bill last mentioned was read, and passed to 
tee, to consider and report thereon; and Messrs. | the second reading. 
Smrru, of Maryland, Anperson, and Varnu, | Mr. Pore, from the committee to whom wa: 
were appointed the committee. ' | referred the bill, entitled ‘An act for the relief of 
Mr. Sarr, of New York, from the committee | William Garrard,” reported it without amend- 
to whom the memorials of Peter Landais were | ™emt; and it was ordered to a third reading. 
referred, made a report; which was read. | ‘The Senate proceeded to consider their amend- 
| ments to the bill, entitled “An act concerning the 
Monpay, June 1. | Levy Court of the county of Washington, ia the 
miethiininietens as | District of Columbia,” disagreed to by the House 
communicated a report of the | of Representatives ; and the further consideration 
Secretary for the Department of War, on the | thereof was postponed until Wednesday next. 
number of men required by each State under the| The Senate proceeded to consider their amend: 
act, entitled “ An act to authorize a detachment i i és : 
pm ! nt | ments to the bill, entitled “An act to ascertain and 
from the militia of the United States ;” made in | establish the western boundary of the tract re- 
obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 27th | served for satisfying the military bounties allowed 
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» trict of Columbia, was referred to the committee 
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to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line on | red, yesterday, the bill entitled “An act conferring 
continental establishment,” disagreed to by the | certain powers on the Levy Court of the county 
House of Representatives ; and on motion, by Mr. | of Washington, in the District of Columbia,” to 
WorTHInGron, resolved to insist. on said amend- | consider and report thereon. 
ments. : The bill, entitled “An act supplemental to an 
Mr. Varnvum, from the committee to whom | act, entitled ‘An act for dividing the Indiana Ter- 
was referred the bill supplementary to an act, en-| ritory into two separate governments,”'was re- 
titled “An act more effectually to provide for the | sumed, and ordered to a third reading. 
organization of the militia of the District of Co-| The Senate resumed the bill supplementary to 
lumbia,” reported it amended. an act, entitled “An act more effectually to pro- 
A confidential Message was received from the | vide for the organization of the militia of the Dis- 
President of the United States; and, on motion, | trict of Columbia.” 
the galleries were cleared and the doors of the} On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed and 
Senate Chamber were closed. read a third timeas amended ? it was determined 
in the affirmative. 
The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Wil- 
Tugspay, June 2. liam Garrard,” was read a third time, and passed. 
The bill, entitled “An act supplemental toan| Mr. Varnoum. from the committee to whom 
act, entitled ‘An act for dividing the Indiana Ter-| was referred the bill, entitled “An act making 
ritory into two separate governments,” was read | further provision for settling the claims to land in 
the second time. : : the Territory of Louisiana,” reported it amended. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Mr. Grease, from the committee to whom was 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An referred the memorial of James Wilkinson, re- 
act conferring certain powers on the Levy Court | ported a statement of his account with the Uni- 
of the county of Washington, in the District of | ted States. 
Columbia ;” and on motion, by Mr. Bavaro, it The PresipentTcommunicated the resolutions of 
was referred toa select committee, to consider | the citizens and inhabitants of Richmond, Man- 
and report thereon ; and Messrs. Bavaro, Brent, | chester, and their vicinities, on the subject of our 
and Dana, were appointed the committee. relations with Great Britain and France; which 
On motion, by Mr. Worruincron, the bill, en- | were read. 
titled “An act to amend the laws within the Dis- 





Txrourspay, June 4. 


The bill authorizing an increase of the capital 
stock of the Bank of Washington was resumed ; 
and on motion, by Mr. Smira of Maryland, the 
further consideration thereof was postponed to the 
first Monday in October next. 

The bill supplementary to an act, entitled “An 
act more effectually to provide for the organiza- 
tion of the militia of the District of Columbia,” 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, on motion, by Mr. Brenr, that it be re- 
committed for further amendment, it was deter- 
mined in the negative; and the bill was read a 
third time, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “ An act supplemental to an 
act, entitled ‘An act for dividing the Indiana 
Territory into two separate governments,” was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act making further 

rovision for settling the claims to land in the 

erritory of Louisiana,” together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee ; 
and, having agreed to the amendments, the Presi- 
dent reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr. Horsey, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the 
cutting and making a canal from the river Poto- 
mac around the west end of the dam or causeway 
from Mason’s Island, and for other purposes,” re- 
ported it amended. 


last mentioned, to consider and report thereon. 

Oo motion, by Mr. Resp, the bill. entitled “An 
act authorizing the President of the United States 
to lease, for a term of years, one of the public res- 
ervations of ground in the City of Washington,” 
was referred to the committee to whom was re- 
ferred, on the 13th April, the bill, which origina- 
ted in the Senate, on the subject, to consider and 
report thereon. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill supplementary 
to an act, entitled “An act more effectually to pro- 
vide for the organization of the militia of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” together with the amendments 
reported thereto by the select cOmmittee; and 
having agreed to the amendments, the President 
reported the bill to the House accordingly. 





Wepnespay, June 3. 


Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the “Act supplementary to 
the act, entitled ‘An act providing fora Naval Peace 
Kstablishment, and for other purposes,” reported 
that, the session drawing to a close, it was not 
expedient at this time to consider the subject. 
Whereupon, the committee were discharged from 
the further consideration thereof. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendments tothe bill, entitled “An act concern- 
ing the Levy Court of the county of Washington, 
in the District of Columbia,” disagreed to by the 
House of Representatives. And on motion they 
were referred to the committee to whom was refer- 
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Fripay, June 5. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
making further provision for settling the claims 
to land in the Territory of Louisiana,” having 
been reported by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, the bill was read a third time as amended, 
and the title having been amended, the bill was 
passed, with amendments. 

The report of the committee on the memorial 
of James Wilkinson» was resumed. 

Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “ An act 
for the more perfect organization of the infantry 
of the Army of the United States,’ reported it 
with amendments. 

Mr. German, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill to revive and continue in force, 
for a limited time, an act, entitled “An act to 
provide for the refugees from the British pro- 
vinces of Canada and Nova Scotia. and for other 
purposes,” passed the 24th.of February, 1810, re- 
ported it with amendments. 

Mr. Brent presented the memorial of William 
Gamble, praying compensation for services ren- 
dered the United States.—Referred to the Secre 
tary for the Department of Treasury, to consider 
and report thereon. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE Unirep Srares: 

To the Senate and House o 
Representatives ft the United States : 

I transmit, for the information of Congress, copies 
of a correspondence of the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
Great Britain, with the Secretary of State. 

JAMES MADISON, 


June 4, 1812. 


The Message and copies therein referred to 
were read, and referred to thecommittee appointed 
the first instant on the confidential Message of 
the President of the United States of that date. 





Monpay, June 8. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act authorizing the cutting and making a canal 
from the river Potomac, around the west end of 
the dam or causeway from Mason’s Island, and 
for other purposes,” together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto by the select committee ; 
and, having agreed to the amendments, the Pres- 
ident reported the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read the third 
time as amended? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THE United Srares: 
To the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States : 

I lay, before Congress, copies of letters which have 
— between the Secretary of State and the Envoy 

xtraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great 
Britain. JAMES MADISON, 

June 8, 1812. 


The Message and copies were read. 
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Resolutions. 


The bill for the more perfect organization of 
the infantry of the Army of the United States was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. and the 
amendinents reported by the select committee 
were agreed to, and the bill was further amended, 
and the President reported it to the House accord. 
ingly ; and the further consideration thereof was 
postponed until to-morrow. 





Tuespay, June 9. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An ac 
authorizing the cutting and making a canal from 
the river Potomac, around the west end of the 
dam or causeway from Mason’s Island, and for 
other purposes,” were reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, 

The bill, entitled “ An act for the more perfect 
organization of the infantry of the Army of the 
United States,” was resumed, and having been 
further amended, on the question, Shall this bill 
be read a third time as amended ? it was deter. 
mined in the affirmative. 

Mr. Reep presented sundry resolutions, signed 
Richard Ridgely, chairman, the result of a meet- 
ing of a number of citizens of Anh Arundel coun- 
ty, in the State of Maryland, recommending the 
adoption of such measures as may place our coun- 
try in a state,of maritime defence, and procure a 
redress of wrongs from the belligerent nations; 
and the resolutions were read, and ordered to be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that they insist on their dis- 
agreement to the amendments to the bill, entitled 
“An act to ascertain and establish the western 
boundary of the traet reserved for satisfying the 
military bounties allowed to the officers and sol- 
diers of the Virginia line on continental estab- 
lishment,” insisted on by the Senate; they ask 
a conference on the subject, and have appointed 
managers on their part. They have passed a 
resolution requesting the State of Georgia t 
assent to the formation of two States of the Mis- 
sissippi Territory,” in which they ask the con- 
currence of the Senate. They have passed a 
bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Colonel 
Jonathan Williams ;” a bill, entitled “An act for 
the relief of Lieutenant Colonel ‘William D. 
Beall ;” a bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Clement B. Penrose ;” a bill, entitled “An act av- 
thorizing the discharge of William Peck from his 
imprisonment ;” a bill, entitled “An act confirm: 
ing claims to lands in the Mississippi Territory, 
founded on warrants of survey granted by the 
Spanish Government;” also, a bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the remission of forfeited recog- 
nisances within the District of Columbia ;” in 
which bills they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 


RHODE ISLAND RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. Honter presented the resolutions of the 


| Legislature of the State of Rhode Island and Pro- 


vidence Plantations, instructing their Senators 


and Representatives in Congress, to use their en- 
deavors to avert the evils of war, to put our mari- 
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time frontier in a state of defence, and for the re- 
peal of the embargo and restrictive system; and 
the resolutions were read. They are as follows: 


Sratre or Raope Istanp anv 
ProyipENCE PLANTATIONS, 


In General Assembly, May, 1812. 


Whereas, from the aspect of our foreign relations, 
and more especially from the character of the measures 
adopted, and proposed to be adopted, by Congress, 
during their present session, it is seriously to be appre- 
hended that our country will soon be plunged into a 
ruinous war, unless a clear expression of the public 
opinion shall correct the dangerous and erroneous im- 
pression, which appears to have been made on the 
General Government, that the people are desirous of 
war, and do approve of the measures calculated: to 
produce it; and, whereas, it is both the right and duty 
of the people, either immediately or by their Repre- 
sentatives, upon occasions so important, and in times 
so alarming as the present, to express their sentiments 
upon public affairs, and also the privilege of rulers to 
be informed of those sentiments : 

Resolved, That, for ourselves individually, and as 
Representatives of the freemen of this State, we depre- 
cate at all times, and especially at a time when the 
pecuniary resources of the country have been exhaust- 
ed and cut off, both by the depredations and seques- 
trations of foreign Powers, and by our own ruinous 
commercial restrictions; when, by the raising of a 
large military force, for the purpose of territorial con- 
quests, great expenses will be incurred, and heavy bur- 
dens imposed, while, from the very limited appropria- 
tions made for the protection of commerce and the 
defence of our seaports, the former will be exposed to 
certain capture, and the latter to invasion and pillage, 
thereby leaving the burdens to be borne almost entirely 
by the agricultural interest. 


Resolved, That, from the extent of our cémmerce, 
the immediate and important interest which the whole 
community have in its encouragement, and the entire 
dependence of many of our citizens for support upon 
the employment it affords, the legislative restrictions 
upon trade operate with peculiar severity upon this 
State; that, from our inability to sustain the increas- 
ing burdens of war, destitute of public funds and of 
public lands, and depending, in time of peace, upon 
direct taxes for the support of our State government, 
the proposed land tax and internal taxes of the United 
States will be exceedingly oppressive upon our citi- 
zens; and that the accessible situation and defenceless 
state of our harbors and seaports, and their superior 
eligibility, as a naval resort, for the cruisers of an ene- 
my, rendering them exposed to invasion and liable to 
capture, will cause war, under such circumstances, to 
be ruinous to many of our towns, and eminently inju- 
rious to the whole State. 

Resolved, That, when the unequalled privations, 
suflerings, and exertions, of the citizens of this State 
during the Revolutionary war, are considered, it can- 
not be doubted that, whenever the country shall neces- 
sarily be involved in war, they will again exhibit the 
same patience, fortitude, and patriotism. 

Resolved, That the Senators from this State, in Con- 
gress, be instructed, and the Representatives requested, 
to use their utmost endeavors to cause the legislative 
restrictions On our commerce to be removed ; to pre- 
vent the passing of the proposed laws for imposing di- 
rect taxes ; and also to oppose all measures which may 
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be brought forward tending to involve the country in 
war. 

Resolved, 'That, if these desirable objects cannot be 
obtained, and war shall appear to be unavoidable, our 
Senators and Representatives be instructed to repre- 
sent to Congress, and to the Executive, the exposed 
and defenceless situation of this State; the want of 
arms for our militia, and the importance of our harbors 
and seaports to the United States; and to urge upon 
Government the propriety, necessity, and practicabil- 
ity, of their defence, and to solicit and claim from them 
adequate and timely means of defence and security 
against those imminent dangers and perils to which 
we are to be unwillingly exposed. 

Resolved, That His Excellency, the Governor, be 
requested to transmit copies of the preceding resolu- 
tions to the Senators and Representatives from this 
State in the Congress of the United States. 


NEW YORK MEMORIAL. 


Mr. Smita, of New York. presented the follow- 
ing petition of sundry inhabitants, merchants, and 
others, of the city of New York, praying that the 
embargo and non-importation laws. be continued 
as a substitute for war against Great Britain: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, the memorial of the subscribers, merchants, 
and others, inhabitants of the city of New York, 
respectfully showeth: 

That your memorialists feel, in common with the 
rest of their fellow citizens, an anxious solicitude for the 
honor and interest of their country, and an equal de- 
termination to assert and maintain them. 

That your memorialists believe that a continuation 
of the restrictive measures now in operation will pro- 
duce al! the benefits while it prevents the calamities of 
war. ‘That when the British Ministry become con- 
vinced that a trade with the United States cannot be 
renewed, but by the repeal of the Orders in Council, 
the distress of their merchants and manufacturers, &c. 
their inability to support their armies in Spain and 
Portugal, will probably compel them to that measure. 

Your memorialists beg leave to remark, that such 
effects are even now visible; and it may be reasonably 
hoped that a continuance of the embargo and non-im- 
portation laws a few months beyond the fourth day of 
July next, will effect a complete and bloodless triumph 
of our rights. 

Your memorialists therefore respectfully solicit of 
your honorable body the passage of a law continuing 
the embargo and giving to the President of the United 
States power to discontinue the whole of the _restric- 
tive system on the rescinding of the British Orders in 
Council. 

The conduct of France in burning our ships, in se- 
questrating our property entering her ports, expecting 
protection in consequence of the promised repeal of 
the Berlin and Milan decrees, and the delay in com- 
pleting a treaty with the American Minister, has ex- 
cited great sensation, and we hope and trust will call 
forth from your honorable body such retaliatory mea- 
sures as may be best calculated to procure justice. 

John Jacob Astor Abraham Smith 
Samuel Adams Thomas H. Smith jr. 
Howland & Grinnell Andrew Foster 

K. Slosson Jacob Barker 

Israel Gibbs William Lovett 
Isaac Clason William Edgar jr. 
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‘dob Slidell Samuel Stillwell tempted to stamp upon the majority in Congress 


Jacob P, Giraud 
John Hone 

John Kane 

Amasa Jackson 
William J. Robinson 


John K. Townsend 
Andrew Ogden & Co. 
Thomas Storm 

Amos Butler 
Ebenezet Burrill 


Isaac Heyer Joseph Strong 
Ralph Bulkley Abraham S. Hallet 
Samuel Bell Joshua Jones 

John F. Delaplaine Frederick Giraud, jr. 
Peter Stagg Robert Roberts 
David Taylor John Crookes 
William Adee Hugh McCormick 


John T. Lawrence 
Joseph W. Totten 
Isaac Schermerhorn 
Alexander Ruden 
Joseph Otis 

Lewis Hartman 
Garret Storm 


John Depeyster 
Gilbert Haight 
James Lovett 
Leffert Lefferts 
Augustus Wynkoop 
John W. Gale 
Thomas Rich 

George Bement Samuel Marshall 

8. A. Rich Elbert Herring. 

After the memorial had been read, 

Mr. Tay or said, that the respectability of the 
subscribers to a petition presented to this body, 
and the importance of. the matter therein con- 
tained, had, on various occasions, been used as in- 
ducements to us to give such petition a respectful 
disposition in the course of our proceedings. He 
recollected a case in point. It was the case of the 
petition of an eminent merchant of Massachu- 
setts, presented by an honorable Senator from that 
State, and which at the suggestion of that honor- 
able gentlemian was, by the Senate, ordered to be 
printed, He was of opinion that the petition just 
read ought not to be treated with less attention. 
That he had seen the petition, and had inquired into 
the character of its subscribers—and had been in- 
formed that the tifty-eight signers to it were among 
the most respectable, wealthy, and intelligent mer- 
chants of the city of New York. There are to 
be found in that list the names of two presidents 
of banks; three presidents of insurance compa- 
nies; thirteen directors of banks; besides other 
names of pre-eminent standing in the mercantile 
world. They had all united in the sentiments 
contained in the petition, notwithstanding that 
there existed among them a difference in political 
opinions—for he understood that of the petition- 
ers forty-two were federal and sixteen republican. 
Mr. T. added, that he considered some of the sen- 
timents contained in the petition as of the high- 
est importance. He hailed it as an auspicious oc- 
currence, that these honorable merchants, in pray- 
ing that the evils of war might be averted from 
them and from the nation, had nevertheless held 
fast to the principle of resistance to the aggres- 
sions and unhallowed conduct of Great Britain 


towards our nation—and: had exercised the cap-. 


dor and firmness to bear testimony to the efficien- 
cy of the restrictive system for obtaining a re- 
dress of our wrongs, and of course to the integri- 
ty and houor of those who had imposed this sys- 
tem for that purpose. He hoped that the exam- 
ple of these petitioners would tend to counteract 
those strenuous and unremitting exertions of pas- 
siop, prejudice, and party feeling, which had at- 





the foul and unjust censure of being enemies to 
‘commerce. That, however anfashionable and 
| obstinate it might appear, he still believed that 
the embargo and non-importation laws, if faith. 
| fully executed, were capable of reaching farther 
than our cannon. We were at this very time ten- 
dering an urgent argument, to be felt by each 
city, village and hamlet in England. This touch- 
ing to the quick the vital interests of that empire, 
would demonstrate to the people at least the folly 
‘and absurdity of the Orders in Council. The 
ordeal of the twenty weeks of scarcity, which the 
people of that unhappy country are undergoing, 
\to relieve which, but for the madness and folly 
| of their rulers, every yard of American canvass 
would be spread to the gales: The thousands of 
starving manufacturers thrown out of employ 
for want of our custom, which custom, but for the 
| injustice of their masters, we were willing to 
| give, now feel the efficiency of the restrictive 
system. These matter-of-fact arguments want no 
sophistry nor long speeches to give them weight. 
But Great Britain is proud, and will never yield 
to this sort of pressure. Hunger has no law. 
Where was her pride during the last year when 
she exported to her enemy on the Continent more 
than eleven millions of pounds sterling for pro- 
visions ; and meanly truckling to her enemy, con- 
sented to buy the privilege of laying out her guin- 
eas for bread; and actually submitted on the com- 
pulsion of Napoleon to buy the wines, brandies, 
and silks of France, which she did not want! 
This restrictive system, when commenced ander 
the former embargo law, encountered every oppo- 
sition among ourselves, which selfish avarice, 
which passion and party rage could suggest ; and 
so successful were its assailants that while it was 
operating with its fullest effects, (which the prices 
current of thatday will show,) some of its greatest 
champions in the National. Legislature abandoned 
it—yes, sir,in the tide of victory they threw down 
their arms. How were the mighty fallen, and 
the shield of the mighty vilely castaway! The 
disavowal of Erskine’s arrangement was the con- 
sequence of this retreat. But it may be said that 
the sentiments in their petition were extorted by 
the apprehension of a-greater evil—war. In al! 
our trials, those who had not predetermined to 
submit to Great Britain must have anticipated 
this alternative. Let those who by theiracrimony, 
sneers, and scoffs, have thrown away this chief de- 
fence of our nation, be held responsible for the 
compulsion they have imposed on us to take this 
dire alternative. He said that although he was 
unwilling to abate a single pang which we might 
legally inflict upon our enemy, and might at the 
proper time oppose anything like the swap propo- 
posed of one system for another, when we had the 
power and the right to impose upon our enemy 
both the one and the other, he nevertheless thought 
the petition was deserving of the attention which 
he now moved it should receive. He moved that 
the petition should be printed. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate then 
adjourned, 
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Wepnespay, June 10. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
’ for the more perfect organization of the infantry 
of the Army of the United States,” having been 
reported by the, committee correctly engrossed, 
the bill was read the third time, as amended, and, 
on motion, the title was amended, so as to read 
as follows: “An act for the more perfect organi- 
zation of the Army of the United States.” 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The Presipent communicated the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury on the petition of 
William Gamble, made in obedience to a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 5th instants*and the 
report was read. 

Mr. GaILLarD presented the petition of Joseph 
Willington Page, of Charleston, in the State of 
Soath Carolina, merchant, praying to be exoner- 
ated from a judgment obtained against him by 
the United States, as surety in a custom-house 
bond, for a certain Barnard Laffon, for reasons 
therein stated; and the petition was read. . 

The six bills and the resolution brought up 
yesterday from the House of Representatives for 
concurrence were read, and severally passed to 
the second reading. 

On motion, the Senate took into-consideration 
the resolution of the House of Representatives, 

requesting a conference on the disagreeing votes 

of the two Houses on the bill, entitled “Ay act 
to ascertain and establish the western boundary 
of the tract reserved for satisfying the military 
bounties allowed to the officers and soldiers of the 

Virginia line on Continental establishment; and, 

having agreed thereto, Messrs. WorrainaTon, 

Gives, and Greaa, were appointed managers on 

the part of the Senate, 


* 





Tuurspay, June 11. 


The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel William D. Beall,” was read the 
second time. : 

The bill, entitled “An act confirming claims to 
lands in the Mississippi Territory, founded on 
warrants of survey granted by the Spanish Gov- 
ernment,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee to consider and report there- 
on; and Messrs. Greco, Tarr, and WorrTHine- 
TON, were appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Col- 
onel Jonathan Williams,” was read the second 
lime, and referred to a select committee to con- 

sider and report thereon; and Messrs. Greaa, 

German, and Dana, were appointed the com- 

mittee. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Cle- 
ment B. Penrose.” was read the second time, and 
referred to the committee last mentioned, to con- 
sider and report thereon. 

The resolution requesting the State of Georgia 
to assent to the formation of two States of the 
Mississippi Territory was read the second time, 
and ordered to the third reading. : 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the dis- 


ar mlas-€ 


| « charge of William Peck from his imprisonment,” 


12th Con. 1st Sess.—9 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Proceedings. 


258 


a 


SENATE. 


was read the second time, and referred to a select 
committee to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. Hunrer, Howe tt, and Gooprica, were 
appointed the committee. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the re- 
mission of forfeited recognisances within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” was read the second time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
amendment of the House of Representatives to 
the bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the 
act, entitled ‘An act to establish an Executive 
Department, to be denominate! the Department 
of War. — 

On, motion, by Mr. Leis, the bill and amend- 
ment were postponed to the first Monday in Oc- 
tober next. 

The bill, entitled “An aet authorizing the cut- 
ting and making a canal from the river Potomac 
around the west end of the dam or causeway 
from Mason’s island, and for other purposes,” was 
read a third time as amended, apd passed with 
amendments. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution reported by the committee on the me- 
morial of General James Wilkinson, which is as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the proper accounting officer of the 
Department of -War be directed, in the settlement of 
General Wilkinson’s account, to place to his credit the 
sum of four thousand and thirty-six dollars seventy- 
seven cents. 

And the resolution was agreed to, and recom- 
mitted to the original committee, with instruc- 
tion to bring in a bill accordingly. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill to. revive 
and continue in force, for a limited time, anvact, 
entitled “An act to provide for the refugees from 
the British provinces of Canada and Nova Sco- 
tia, and for other purposes,” together with the 
amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee; and, having agreed to the amendments, 
the Presipent reported the bill to the House 
accordingly. : 

On the question, Shall this’ bill be engrossed 
and read a third time as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 





Fripay, June 12. 


Mr. GaILLarD presented sundry resolutions, 
signed by John Geddes, chairman, adopted at a 
numérous meeting of the citizens of Charleston, 
in the State of South Carolina, approbatory of 
the measures of the General Government for the 
maintenance of the national honor and the pres- 
ervation of its dignity and independence; and 
the resolutions were read, and ordered to be priat- 
ed for the use of the Senate. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the remission of forfeited recog- 
nisances within the District of Columbia.” 

Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 

Mr. Gites presented a memorial, signed by a 
great number of the inhabitants of the city of 
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Richmond and town of Manchester, deprecating 
the calamities of war, but expressing their opinion 
that, if peace cannot be procured witli honor, and 
war is inevitable, it ought ‘to be declared, not 
against Great Britain only, but against Great 
Britain and France ; and the memorial was read. 

The bill to revive and continue in force, for a 
limited time, an act, entitled “An act further to 
provide for the refugees from the British pro- 
vinces of Canada and ‘Nova Scotia, and for other 
purposes,” passed the 24th day of February, 1810, 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, was read a third time, and passed. 

The resolution requesting the State of Georgia 
to assent to the formation of two States of the 
Mississippi Territory, was read a third time, and 
passed. 

On motion, by Mr. Reep, tie bill, entided “An 
act for the relief of Lieutenant Colonel William 
D. Beall,” was referred to a select committee, to 
consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. Reep, 
Lampert, and German, were appointed the 
committee. 


PresipENT OF THE Unirep Srates: 


To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit, for the information of Congress, copies 
of letters which have passed between the Secretary of 
State and the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen- 
ipotentiary of Great Britain. 

JAMES MADISON. 

June 11, 1812. 


The Message and copies therein mentioned 
were read. 


MASSACHUSETTS MEMORIAL. 


Mr. Luoyp presented a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of Massachusetts, passed June 
2d, instant, expressing their opinion “that an of- 
fensive war against Great Britain, under the 
present circumstances of this country, would be 
in the highest degree, impolitic, unnecessary, and. 
ruinous ;” also, a memorial of the said House of 
Representatives, passed by a majority of one hun- 
dred and sixty-six, on the same subject; and tlie 
resolution and memorial were read, and ordered 
to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

They are as follows: 


ComMoNWEALTH OF MassacuvuseETts: 


In Tos Hovse or Representatives, 

June 2, 1812. 
Resolved, As the opinion of this House, that an of- 
fensive war against Great Britain, under the present 
circumstances of this country, would be in the highest 
degree impolitic, unnecessary, and ruinous; that the 
great body of the people of this Commonwealth are 
decidedly opposed to this measure, which they do not 
believe to be demanded by the honor or interests of the 
nation ; and that a committee be appointed to prepare 
@ respectful petition to be presented to Congress, pray- 
ing them to arrest a calamity so greatly to be depre- 
cated, and, by the removal of commercial restrictions, 
to restore, so far as depends on them, the benefits of 
trade and navigation, which are indispensable to the 
prosperity and comfort of the people of this Common- 

wealth. TIMOTHY BIGELOW, Speaker. 
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Tothe hunorable the Senate and the House of Represent. 
atives of the United States in Congress assembled . 
The Representatives of the Commonwealth of Mas. 
sachusetts beg leave respectfully to state : 


That, presuming. the respectful expression of the 
public sentiment, from any portion of the Union, might 
be acceptable to Congress, in the present critical state 
of public affairs, they trust that a communication to 
your honorable body of the opinions and feelings of the 
people of this Commonwealth, upon the momentous 


disposition to interfere with the functions of the Na. 
tional Government. 


It is with deep regret, and with such emotions as 
the love of country should inspire, that we perceive the 
entire failure of the negotiations instituted by the Na. 
tional Government, with a view to obtain from the 
belligerent nations respect for our neutral rights, and 
a revocation of edicts which operate so injuriously 
upon our lawful commerce. 

In the present unprecedented posture of Europe, we 
are firmly convinced that an immense majority of our 


subject of a British war, will.not be construed into a 


| constituents cannot be reconciled to the belief that an 


; | offensive war with Great Britain is demanded by the 
The following Message was received from the | 


interest or hogor of our country. 

We presume not to enter upon a comparison of the 
| injuries sustained by our commerce from the respect- 
ive nations at war, nor to arraign the conduct which 
Government has seen fit to adopt, in order to obtain 
redress. It would be foreign to our present purpose 
to enlarge upon the duplicity and prevarication exhib- 
ited by France in all her negotiations, which aggra- 
vate her numerous outrages, or to discuss the motives 
alleged by Great Britain in defence of a system of re- 
taliation which bears with a severe pressure upon nev- 
tral rights. It is sufficient that every consideration 
arising from good policy, and from the duty of & no- 
tion to itself, forbids us to plunge into a war which 
desolates the European world, and from which it 
seems to have been the design of Almighty Providenc: 
to exempt us, if true to ourselves, by placing us remote 
from the theatre of their contentions. 


An offensive war against any nation can be justified 
only by the reasonable motive, of obtaining reparation 
for past injuries, or security against future dangers ani 
aggressions. When such, therefore, is the local situ- 
ation and relations of a country, that the hope of ef 
fecting either of these objects is precluded by an over- 
ruling necessity, its honor is not stained by yielding t 
circumstances which it cannot control; nor is the re- 
luctance of its citizens to expose themselves in such 
case to the certain dangers and calamities of war, a re- 
proach upon their want of sensibility to injury, their 
courage, or patriotism. 

A war with Great Britain would furnish temptations 
to her Government to sequester the millions belonging 
to our citizens deposited in that country, and an oppor- 
tunity to her navy and cruisers to sweep the ocean 0! 
the remains of our once flourishing commerce. 

The conquest of Canada, the only point in which 
she is assailable, would afford no indemnification, !! 
achieved, for the losses to which we should be exposed 
upon our unprotected seaboard, and upon the ocean. 
Destitute as we are of a navy, and the means of imm-- 
diate maritime defence, we cannot perceive in what 
mode awar with this nation, so powerful on the ocean, 
can promise the attainment of its avowed object—the 
revocation of the Orders in Council. 
of France having lately republished the decrees of Ber- 
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lin and Milan, with renewed assurances of a determi- 
nation to enforce them, and Great Britain having an- 
nounced her deliberate purpose of making her Orders 
in Council commensurate with those decrees, we are 
impressed with a belief that a war, once begun, must 
be continued during the present European conflict, 
and perhaps abandoned, after years of disaster, incident 
to all wars, without accomplishing the object for which 
it was undertaken. 

We forbear to present to the consideration of your 
honorable body a detail of those multiplied evils which 
we anticipate in such a conflict, lest their magnitude 
and variety might be considered as calculated to de- 
press the just confidence of the people in the national 
spirit and resources, and to encourage the persever- 
ance of foreign nations in pretensions hostile to our 
rights, We cannot, however, but hope that Govern- 
ment, having tried for years a system of restrictions 
which has proved ineffectual in respect to foreign na- 
tions, and ruinous to ourselves, will once more restore 
us to our commercial pursuits, and, without abandon- 
ing just claims of reparation, will enable us to aid in 
those preparations which, in some more auspicious pe- 
riod, may afford capacity of vindicating such elaims 
with a probability of success. And we can, upon this 
most solemn occasion, appeal to the Searcher of Hearts, 
that, in this application to your honorablé body, we are 
influenced by no party considerations, no spirit of dis- 
affection, no disposition to embarrass the proceedings, 
or reproach the motives of any of the Departments of 
Government. Neither do the people of Massachusetts, 
unmindful of the example of their ancestors, take coun- 
sel from fear. But in this last and respectful effort in 
behalf of their commercial rights, and to inducé the 
National Government to pause and rescue their coun- 
try from war, they are impelled by dictates of self-pres- 
ervation, by their attachment to the Union, by a per- 
suasion of the invincible and growing opposition of the 
people to these measures, and by duty to themselves, 
to posterity, and to God. 

TIMOTHY BIGELOW, Speaker. 


In rox House or Representatives, 
June 5, 1812. 


Ordered, ‘That the foregoing memorial be signed by 
the Speaker of the House, and, together with the re- 
solve upon which it is founded, be forthwith transmit- 
ted to the Congress of the United States, and that the 
Senators and the Representatives of this Common- 
wealth in Congress be requested to use their utmost 
exertions to carry the object thereof into effect. 

Attest : BENJAMIN. POLLARD, Clerk. 





Satrurpay, June 13. 


Mr. Greaa, from the committee to whom the 
subject was recommitted for the purpose, reported 
a bill for the relief of James Wilkinson ; and the 
bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Greaa, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Clement B. Penrose,” reported it without amend- 
ment; and, on his motion, the bill was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole ;. and, no amend- 
ment having been proposed, it was ordered toa 
third reading. 

Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, from the committee 
appointed on the subject, reported a bill supple- 
mentary to the act, entitled ‘An act to authorize 
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a detachment from the militia of the United 
States ;” and the bill was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the re- 
mission of furfeited recognisances within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia.” was read a third time, and 
passed, 

The Presipentr signed the enrolled bill last 
reported to have been examined, and it was de- 
livered to the committee, to be laid before the 
President of the United States. 

Mr. Sairu, of Maryland, presented a memorial, 
signed by Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, anda 
large number of others, inhabitants of Ann Arun- 
del country, in the State of Maryland, deprecating 
the declaration of war with Great Britaio, and 
stating their reasons at large against the measure ; 
and the memorial was read. 


Monpay, June 15. 


Mr. Hon'rer, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act authorizing the 
discharge of William Peck from his imprison- 
ment,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Reep, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act for the relief 
of Lieutenant William D. Beall,” reported it with- 
out amendment. 

The bill for the relief of James Wilkinson was 
read the second time. 

Mr. Tair presented sundry resolutions, signed 
W. B. Bullock, chairman, adopted on the third 
instant, at a meeting of the citizens of Savannah 
and its vicinity, on the subject of our relations 
with Great Britain and France, and approbatory 
of the measures of the General Government for 
the maintenance of our national rights. 

Mr. Varnoo presented the petition of Charles 
W. Goldsborough and others, praying a charter 
of incorporation to a company for the establish- 
ment of a bank in the City of Washington ; and 
the petition was read, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon by bill 
or otherwise ; and Messrs. Varnum, Greaa, and 
TaYLor, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House disagree to 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“An act for the more perfect organization of the 
infantry of the Army of the United States ;” they 
ask a conference on the subject-matter thereof, 
and have appointed managers on their part. The 
House of Representatives have passed a bill, en- 
titled “An act confirming grants to land in the 
Mississippi Territory, derived from the British 
Government of West Florida, not subsequently 
regranted by the Government of Spain or of the 
United States ;” also, a bill, entitled “An act sup- 
plementary to ‘An act authorizing the President 
of the United States to raise certain companies 
of rangers for the protection of the frontier of the 
United States ;” in which bills they request the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

The following Message was received from the 
PRESIDENT OF THs UNITED STATES: 
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To the Senate and House of ; 
Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit, for the information of Congress, copies of | 
letters which have passed between the Secretary of | 
State and the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen- | 
ipotentiary of Great. Britain. 

JAMES MADISON, 


———— 





June 15, 1812. 


The Message and copies therein mentioned 
were read. 

The bill supplementary to an act, entitled “An 
act to authorize a detachment from the militia of 
the United States,” was read the second time. 





Tuespay, June 16. 


Mr. Gree, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act confirming 
claims to lands in the Mississippi Territory, found- 
ed on warrants of survey granted by the Spanish 
Government,” reported it with amendments. 

Mr. Bayarp, from the committee to whom. was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act. to amend the 
laws within the District of Columbia,” reported 
it with amendments. 

Mr. Bayarp, from the same committee, re- 
ported the bill, entitled “An act conferring cer- 
tain powers on the Levy Court for the county of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia,” with | 
amendments. 

The two bills brought up yesterday from the 
House of Representatives for concurrence were 
read, and severally passed to the second reading. |. 

The Senate took into consideration the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives requesting 
a conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill, entitled “ An aét for the more 
perfect organization of the infantry of the Army 
of the United States ;” and, having agreed there- 
to, Messrs. Smiru, of Maryland, ANperson, and 
VaRNUM, Were appointed the managers on the 
part of the Senate. 

Mr. Reep, from the committee to whom. was 
referred the bill, entitled “ Ao act authorizing the 
President of the United States to lease, fora term 
of years, one of the public reservations of ground 
in the City of Washington,” reported it without 
amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, the fur- 
ther consideration thereof was postponed to the 
first Monday in October next. 

Mr. Reep, from the same committee, reported 
the bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to lease, for a term of years, any part of 
the reservations of public ground in the City of 
Washington, without amendment. . 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act for the relief of Lieutenant Colonel William 
D. Beall ;” and, no amendment having been pro- 
posed, it was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
oe B. Penrose,” was read a third time, and 

ssed, 

The following Message was received from the 
PresipENnT oF THE Unitep States: 
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To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit, for the information of Congress, copies 
of a letter to the Secretary of State from the Chargé 
des Affaires of the United States at London, accompa- 
nied by a letter from the latter to the British Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. JAMES MADISON. 
June 16, 1812. 


The Message and documents therein mentioned 
were read, 





Wepnespay, June 17. 


The bill, entitled “ An act confirming grants to 
lands in the Mississippi Territory, derived from 
the British Government of West Florida, not sub- 
sequently regranted by the Government of Spain 
ot of the United States.” was read thé second 
time,.and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sider and report thereon; and Messrs. Greca, 
Worruinetron, and Tarr, were appointed the 
committee, 

The bill, entitled “ An act supplementary to 
‘An act authorizing the President of the United 
States to raise certain companies of rangers for 
the protection of tire frontier of the United States,” 
was read the second time, and referred toa select 
committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
Messrs. ANDERSON, GpeRMAN, and Reep, were 
appointed the committee. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill authorizing 
the President of the United States to lease, fora 
term of years, any part of the reservations of the 
publie ground. in the City of Washington; and, 
the bill having been amended, the President re- 
ported it to the House nonore eT, 

On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
and read a thifd time, as amended ? it was deter- 
mined in the affirmative. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act to authorize the issuing 
of Treasury notes ;” in which they request the 
concurrence of the Senate. 





- Tuurspay, June 18. 


The bill yesterday brought up from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to lease, for a term of years, any part of 
the reservations of public ground in the City of 
Washington, having been reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrossed, was read a third time; 
and, on motion by Mr. Brent, recommitted to 
Messrs. Reev, Brent, and Gitman, further to 
consider and report thereon. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “ An 
act conferring certain powers on the Levy Court 
for the county of Washington, in the District of 
Columbia,” together with the amendments re- 
ported thereto by the select committee ; and, hav- 
ing agreed to the amendments, the President re- 
ported the bill to the House accordingly. 
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On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affirm- 
ative. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill. entitled “An 
act to amend the laws within the District of Co- 
lumbia,” together with the dmendments reported 
thereto by the select committee; and, having 
agreed to the amendments, the President reported 
the bill to the House accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
Lieutenant Colonel William D. Beall,” was read 
a third time, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill supplemen- 
tary to the act, entitled “ An act to authorize a 
detachinent from the militia of the United States,” 
passed April 10, 1812. ; 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarop, the bill was re- 
ferred to a select committee, to consider ‘and te- 
port thereon; and Messrs. Bayarp, Smira, of 
Maryland, and WorrTHincron, were appointed 
the committee. 

The injunction of secrecy thereon having been 
removed, on motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, twelve 
hundred copies of the confidential Message of the 
President of the United States of the first of June 
instant, was ordered to be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 


Certain confidential proceedings of the Senate, 
since first June, are as follow. the injunction of 
secrecy having been removed : 


Monpay, June 1, 1812. 


A confidential Message was received from the 
Presipent or THe Unitep Srares, as follows: 
a this Message, see the Supplemental Jour- 
nal of the Proceedings of the Hiase of Repre- 
sentatives under the date of June 1, 1812, post.) 
The Message and documents therein referred 
to were read, and referred to a select committee, 
to consist of seven members, to consider and re- 
port thereon by bill or otherwise; and Messrs. 
Anperson, Smitu, of Maryland, Leis, Camp- 
BELL, of Tennessee, Howeui, Lion, and Tay- 
LOR, were appointed the committee. 


Wepnespay, June 3. 


On motion by Mr. Bayarp, the confidential 
Message of the President of the United States, of 
the lst instant, was ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Senate, under an injunction of secrecy. 


Fripay, June 5. 

A confidential message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Messrs. Macon and 
Fineo.ey, two of their members—Mr. Macon, 
chairman: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives 
have passed a bill, entitled “ An act declaring war 
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between Great Britain and her dependencies, and 
the United States and their Territories ; in which 
they ask the concurrence of the Senate; and re- 
quest that the bill be considered confidentially. 


An act declaring war between Great Britain and her 
dependencies, and the United States and their Ter- 
ritories. , 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
atives of the United States of America, in ress 
assembled, That war be and the same is hereby d ed 
to exist between Great Britain and her dependencies, 
and the United States and their Territories; and that 
the President of the United States is hereby authorized 
to@se the whole land and naval force of the United 
States to carry the same into effect; and to issue to 
private armed vessels of the United States commissions 
or letters of marque and general reprisal, in such form 
as he shall think proper, and under the seal of the Uni- 
ted States, against the vessels, goods, and effects, of the 
Government of Great Britain, of its subjects, and of all 
persons inhabiting within any of its territories or pos- 
sessions. 

Oa motion, the bill was twice read by unani- 
mous consent; and, on motion by Mr.. Leis, it 
was reférred to the committee appointed the Ist 
instant on the confidential Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States of the same date, to 
consider and report thereon. 


esent- 





Monpay, June 8. 


Mr. Anpverson, from the,committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act declaring 
war between Great Britain and her dependencies, 
and the United States and their Territories,” re- 
ported the bill with amendments. 

The committee also reported sundry communi- 
cations, confidentially made to them, from the 
Treasury and War Departments on the subject. 

On motion by Mr. Lioyp, 

Ordered, That the Secretary furnish copies of 
the said communications to such Senators as may 
require them. 


Tuespay, June 9. 


On motion by Mr. Anverson, the bill, entitled 
“ An act declaring war between Great Britain and 
her dependencies, and the United States and their 
Territories,” was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. Mr. GaiLuarp was requested to take 
the Chair; and, after debate, a motion was made 
by Mr. Greaa, that the bill be recommitted, for 
further amendment, to the committee who have 
under consideration the Message of the President 
of the United States of the 1st June. And, after 
debate, the President resumed the Chair, and the 
Senate adjourned. 


Wepnespay, June 10. 


Mr. GalLLarp was requested to take the Chair. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act declaring war 
between Great Britain and her dependencies, and 
the United States and their Territories.” 

Mr. Greaa, by permission, amended his motion 
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for recommitting the bill to the committee ap- 
pointed on the confidential Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, of the Ist of June, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the bill, entitled “ An act declaring 
war between Great Britain and her dependencies, and 
the United States and their Territories,’ be recommit- 
ted to the committee to whom was committed the Mes- 
sage of the President, of the Ist instant, with instruc- 
tions to modify and amend the same, in such manner 
that the President of the United States shall have power 
to authorize the public ‘armed ships and vessels of the 
United States to make reprisals upon the public and 
we ships and vessels, goods, and merchandise, be- 
onging to the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof; and 
also to grant letters of marque and reprisal, under suit- 
able regulations, to be provided in the bill, to private 
armed ships and vessels to make like reprisals. 

On motion by Mr. Samira, of Maryland, that 
the motion be amended, so as that the bill be re- 
committed to a new committee, it was determined 
in the negative, And after debate, the President 
resumed the Chair, and the Senate adjourned. 











Tuurspay, June 11. 


Mr. GaILLarp was requested to take the Chair. 

On motion by Mr. Anperson, the bill from the 
House of Representatives, entiuled “An act de 
claring war betwéen Great Britain and her dépen- 
dencies, and the United States and their Territo- 
ries,” was resumed, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, together with the motion 
yesterday submitted by Mr. Greca; and, on the 
question to agree to the motion, it was determined 
in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 13, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, Giles, 
Gilman, Goedrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, 
Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith of New York, and 
Worthington. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of ‘T'en- 
nessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Pope, 
Smith of Maryland, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Varnum. 

Whereupon, Mr. Crawrorb resumed the Chair; 
and, on motion by Mr, ANDERSON, it was ordered 
that. the committee to whom this bill is recom- 
mitted have leave to sit immediately. 


Fripay, June 12. 


Mr. Lioyp submitted the following motion for 
consideration : 

** That the President of the United States be requested 
to cause to be laid before the Senate, confidentially, or 
otherwise, as he may deem expedient, all the informa- 
tion in the Department of State, not heretofore com- 
municated, having relation to the conduct of Great 
Britain and France towards the United States.” 


Ordered, That it lie for consideration. 


REPRISALS ON BRITISH COMMERCE. 

Mr. Anverson, from the committee to whom 
was recommitted the bill, entitled “An act de- 
claring war between Great Britain and her depen- 
dencies, and the United States and their Territo- 
ries,” with instructions to modify and amend.the 
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same; in such manner that the President shall 
have the power to authorize the public armed 
ships and vessels of the United States to make re- 
prisals upon the public and private ships and ves- 
séls, goods, and merchandise, belonging to the 
Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and tothe subjects thereof; and also to 
grant letters of marque and reprisal, under suitable 
regulations, to be provided in the bill. to private 
ships and vessels to make reprisals, agreeably to 
said instructions, reported as follows: 

“ After the word that, in the third line of the bill, 
strike out the residue of the bill, and insert the follow. 
ing amendment: 

“The President of the United States shall be and 
he is hereby authorized, from and after the day ot 
——- next ensuing, to cause reprisals to be made upon 
the public and private ships and vessels, goods, and 
merchandise, belonging to the Crown of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or to the sub- 
jects thereof, which may be found on the high seas, or 
elsewhere, after the said day of next, except- 
ing such ships, vessels, or property, as now are, or may, 
before the said day of next, be within the 
ports and harbors, or under the control, of the United 
States, and all ships, vessels, or property, within the 
jurisdiction of any Power with whom the United States 
are not engaged in war; and, for the purposes aforesaid, 
to instruct the commanders of the public armed vessels 
which are or which shall be employed in the service of 
the United States, to subdue, seize, and take, any armed 
or other British vessel belonging to the said United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or to the sub- 
jects thereof, which shall be found within the jurisdic- 
tional limits of the United States, or elsewhere, on the 
high seas as aforesaid. And such captured vessel, with 
her apparel, guns, and appurtenances, and the goods 
or effects which shall be found on-board the same, being 
British property, shall be brought within some port of 
the United States, and shall be duly proceeded against 
and condemned as forfeited, and shall accrue and be 
distributed as by law is or shall be provided, respecting 
the captures which shall be made by the.public armed 
vessels of the United States. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to grant, to the owners of private armed 
ships and vessels of the United States, who shall make 
application therefor, commissions in the form which he 
shall direct, under the seal of the United States ; and 
such private armed’ vessels, when duly commissioned 
as aforesaid, shall have the same license and authority 
for subduing, seizing, and capturing any armed or other 
British vessels belonging to the Crown of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or to the sub- 
jects thereof, and for the recapturing of the vessels, 
goods, and effects, of the people of the United States, 
as the public armed vessels of the United States by 
law have, and shall be in like manner subject to 
such instructions as shall be ordered by the President 
of the United States, in conformity with the established 
law of nations, and the treaties and laws of the United 
States, for the regulation of their conduct; .and the 
commissions which shall be granted as aforesaid shall be 
revocable at the pleasure of the President of the United 
States 

“Sxc. 3. And be it further enacted, That every per- 
son intending to set forth and employ an armed vessel, 
and applying for the commission as aforesaid, shall pro- 
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duce, in writing, the name, and suitable description of 
the tonnage and force, of the vessel, and the name of 
residence of each owner concerned therein, the number 
of the crew, and the name of the commander and the’ 
two officers next in rank appointed for such vessel ; 
whieh writing shall bée signed by the person or persons 
making such application, and filed with the Secretary 
of State, or shall be delivered to any other officer or 
person who shall be employed to deliver out such com- 
missions, to be by him transmitted to the Secretary of 
State. 

“Sec.4. And be it further enacted, That, before 
any commission as aforesaid shall be issued, the owner 
or owners of.the ship or vessel for which the same 
shall be requested, and the commander thereof for the 
time being, shall give bond to the United States, with 
at least two responsible sureties, not interested in such 
vessel, in the penal sum of thousand dollars; or, 
if such vessel be provided with more than one hundred 
and fifty men, then in the penal sum of thousand 
dollars, with condition’ that the owners, and officers, 
and crew, who shall be employed on board of such 
commissioned vessels, shall and will observe the trea- 
ties and laws of the United States, and the instructions 
which shall be given them as aforesaid for the regula- 
tion of their conduct, and will! satisfy all damages and 
injuries which shall be done or committed contrary to 
the tenor thereof by such vessel, during hér commis- 
sion, and todeliver up the same when revoked by the 
President. of the United: States. 


“Sec. 5. And _be it further enacted, That all public 
and private ships and vessels, goods, and merchandise, 
belonging to the Crown of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof, 
together with their apparel, guns, and appurtenances, 
which shall be found on board the same, being British 
property, and which shall be captured by any private 
armed vessel or vessels of the United States, duly com- 
missioned as aforesaid, shall be forfeited, and shall ac- 
crue to the owners thereof and the officers and crews 
by whom such»capture shall be made, and, on due con- 
demnation had, shall be distributed according to any 
agreement which shall he between them, or, in failure 
of such agreement, then by the discretion of the court 
before whom such condemnation shal! be. 


“Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That all vessels, 
goods, and eflects, the property of any citizen of the 
United States, or person resident therein, which shall 
be recaptured as aforesaid, shall be restored to the law- 
ful owners upon payment by them respectively of a 
just and reasonable salvage, to be determined by the 
mutual agreement of the parties concerned, or by the 
decree of any court of the United States having mari- 
time jurisdiction, according to the nature of each case ; 
provided, that such allowance shall not be less than 
one-eighth, or exceeding one-half, of the full value of 
such recapture, without any deduction ; and such sal- 
vage sliall be distributed to and among the owners, of- 
ficers, and crews, of the private armed vessel or vessels 
entitled thereto, according to any agreement which 
shall be between them, or, in case of no agreement, 
then by the decree of the court who shall determine 
upon such salvage. 

“Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That, before 
breaking bulk of any vessel which shall be captured as 
aforesaid, or other disposal or conversion thereof, or of 
any articles which shall be found on board the same, 
such capture shall be brought into some port of the 
United States, and shall be libelled and proceeded 
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against before the district court of the same district ; 
and, after a due course of proceeding, such capture 
shall be decreed as forfeited in the district court, or in 
the circuit court of the same district in the case of any 
appeal duly allowed, the same shall be delivered to the 
owners and captors concerned therein, or shall be pub- 
licly sold by the marshal of the samé‘ court, as shall be 
finally decreed ‘and ordered by the court. And the 
same court, who shall have final jurisdiction of any 
libel or complaint of any capture as aforesaid, shall and 
may decree restitution in whole or part, when the cap- 
ture and restraint shall have been made without just 
cause as aforeasaid; and if-made without probable 
cause, vr otherwise unreasonably, may order and decree 
Jamages and costs to the party injured, and for which 
the owners, officers, and crews, of the. private armed 
vessel or.vessels by which such unjust capture shall 
have been made, and, also, such vessel or vessels shall 
be answerable and liable. 

“Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That all Brit- 
ish subjects and others, who shall be found acting on 
board of any British vessel which shall be captured, or 
on board of any vessel of the United States which 
shall be recaptured as aforesaid, shall be reported to 
the collector of the port in which they shall first arrive, 
and shall be delivered to the custody of the marshal 
or some civil or military officer of the United: States, 
or of any State, in or near sach port, who shall receive 
and take into custody the said subjects or persons for 
their safe-keeping and support, at the expense of the 
United States.” 

Amend the title, after the word “ act,” strike out the 
rest of the title, and insert * authorizing reprisals against 
the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and the subjects thereof.” 


And the report was read. Whereupon, Mr. 
GAILLARD was requested to take the Chair; and 
the bill and amendments were considered as in 
Committee of the Whole; and, on motion, by 
Mr. Pope, to amend the report, by inserting, af- 
ter the word “thereof,” in the tenth line of the 
first section, the words “and, also, upen the pub- 
lic and private ships and vessels, goods, and mer- 
chandise, belonging to the Crown of France or 
to the subjects thereof :” it was determined in the 
negative—yeas 15, nays 17. as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, 
Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Maryland, and Worth- 
ington. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
of ‘Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Gregg, Howell, Leib, Robinson, Smith of New York, 
Tait, ‘l'aylor, Turner, and Varnum. 


On the question to strike out, as reported by 
committee, for the purpose of inserting the 


ene 


amendments, the yeas were 16. and the nays 16. 

On motion, by’ Mr. Lets. the yeas and nays 
having been required by one-fifth of the Senators 
preseot, those who voted in the affirmative, are: 

Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, 
Leib, Lloyd, Reed, Smith of NeW York, and Worth- 
ington. 

Those who voted in the negative, are: 


Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of Ten- 
nessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, 
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Pope, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, Tait, Taylor, Tur- | culiar interest in the event of this question ; and 
ner, and Varnum. ' also feel the weight of the interest which the 
So the Senate being equally divided, the ques- | nation at large has at stake, in the event of the 
tion was lost, and the original bill was resumed. | passage of this bill. I therefore consider it a duty 
On motion, to agree to the first report of the | Owe my constituents, to use, every reasonable 
select committee, and: strike out of the original | exertion in my power to prevent the object of that 
bill, line 9, the words “ and all persons inhabiting | bill, until the country is better prepared to carry 
within its. territories or possessions: it was de- | it.into effect. ogi 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 21, nays 1l,as| As I presume the war. if declared, is intended 
follows: | to be an offensive one, I will, to establish the pro- 
Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Condit, Dana, | Priety of my motion, take a general view of the 
German, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, | 8ituation of this country ; of its means to carry on 
Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, | Offensive operations, as well as to defend itself, 
Smith, of Maryland, Smith, of New York, Varnum, | and of the situation and relative strength also of 
and Worthington. the country We are required to make war upon. 
Nayrs—Messrs. Bibb, Brent, Campbell, of Tennes- | I am ready to allow, Mr. President, that both 
see, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, ‘Robinson, | Great Britain and France have given us abund- 
Tait, Taylor, and Turner. | atit cause for war; on this occasion, therefore, | 
On motion, it was also agreed to insert the | shall dispense with using any argument which 
word “and,” in the ninth line, after the word | Might serve to show, that if we were even in a 





“ Britain.” | state of preparation, and possessed the means of 
nee | insuring a favorable issue, it would be bad policy 
Sarurpay, June 13. | for this country, at the present’time, to enter into 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the | Wat with Great Britain, although perhaps many 
motion submitted yesterday by Mr. LLoyp; and, weighty reasons.might be adduced in support of 
on the question to agree thereto, it was deter-  S¥ch argument. w seh 3 
mined in the negative—yeas 14, nays +17, as [ will first call the attention of the Senate to 
follows : . the ability and strength of the nation we are 
. | about, by this bill, to declare war against. Gen- 


. . | tlemen ought to recollect, that Great Britain has 

Taonh ood end Beek, we fearon 4 Lambert, Leib, been almost constantly engaged in war for twenty 
Wats--Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell, | yeates past against one of the most powerful ae 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, | !S that ever existed ;.and for a considerable 
Gaillard, Howell; Robinson, Smith, of New York, | Patt ofithat time, the energies of her enemy have 


Yeas—Meessrs, Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- 


Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. been directed by war’s favorite genius—Napo- 
, . LEON, Who has succeeded in uniting nearly the 
DECLARATION OF WAR. | whole force of the Continent of Europe against 


Mr. Gat.tarp was requested to take the Chair; | her: against that very mation which we are about 
and, on motion, by Mr. ANDERSON, the consider- | to assail ; and what has been the effect ? Is Great 
ation of the bill, entitled “An act declaring war | Britain less powerful now, than she was twenty 
between Great Britainand her dependencies, and | years ago? No, sir, this constant warfare has in- 
the United States and their Territories,” was re- | creased her powers instead of diminishing them. 
sumed, as in Committee of the Whole; ana hav- | At the commencement of the war, France was 
ing agreed to. sundry amendments, the President | pearly her equal on the ocean, and several other 
resumed the Chair; and Mr. GaiLuarp reported | nations of Europe maintained a powerful naval 
the bill with amendments, which were considered | force. But what is their situation at present? 
in Senate aud agreed to as follows: Has not Great Britain driven them all from the 

Third line, after the word “between,” strike ocean? And does she not remain sole mistress ? 
out to the end of the line, and insert, “the Uni- | I ask, gentlemen, if her ability to carry on a dis- 
ted Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and’| tant war by land or sea, has diminished? The 
the dependencies thereof.” answer must be that it has increased with her na- 

Line 4, after the word “States,” where it first } vy, and extended with her dominion. Great Brit- 
occurs, insert, “ of America.” | ain now commands the strength and resources of 

Line 9, after the word “ Britain,” strike out to | most of the West India islands, and many of the 
the end of the bill, and insert, “the said United | islands in the Indian Ocean. She controls the 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the | destinies of more than thirty millions of people 
subjects thereof.” ' , | ou the Continent of Asia. And she has, at this 

A motion was made by Mr. Germany, to post- | time, or will have, if we engage in a war with 
pone the further consideration of the bill to the | ber, the exclusive benefit of the trade of the world ; 
first Monday in November next. | and under these circumstances possesses the abil- 

Mr. German aédressed the Chairas follows: | ity to carry on a war in distant countries across 

Mr. President: I made the motion to postpone | the ocean, beyond any nation ever heard of. 
the consideration of the bill now before us, from These considerations, Mr. President, lead me to 
a conviction that it will be extremely injurious to | the view of our situation and means of defence, 
the country to pass it at this time. I feel, sir, that | and of our ability to carry immediate war into the 
the State I have the honor to represent has a pe- | colonies of Upper and Lower Catiada. I will first 
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consider the situation of our maritime frontier, be- | their situation 2 Sixteen hundred of the militia 





inning at New Orleans, and examine the situa- | of the State of New York have been ordered into 


- tion of that place. We learn from the War Office public service, on the frontiers of that State, and 


that there is Vi¢tle rising of one hundred regular |}-have, as Lam informed, marched to their place of 
troops stationed near the city for its defenee. Now | destination. There we find exhibiting a specta- 
| will: ask any gentleman if that paltry ‘force is | cle that- would wound the feelings of the most 
sufficient for that object; and if it will not be in callous man—vwithout hats, without blankets to 
the power of the British to take possession of that | cover them, without camp kettles to cook the mis- 
city within ‘sixty days after your declaration of | erable provisions furnished them by the Govern- 
war against them ? If gentlemen calculate on the | ment contractors, or any one necessary for cam 

goodness and forbearance of the enemy, I think | equipage. Their officers with the utmost difficul- 
they will be deceived. Great Britain is a wily, | ¢y preventing their marching home for self pre- 
active nation. She has been trained to war. She | servation. Here, Mr. President, 1 wish to call the 


will not measure her steps and movements by 
ours; if we are not prépared to defend our'seaports, 
she will not wait until we are; and should she 





attention of the Senate to the propriety and con- 
stitutionality of calling out this detachment of 
militia at a time when noenemy menaced an in- 


get possession of New Orleans, it will cost much | vasion. ‘The Constitution only ‘authorizes the 


blood and treasure to dislodge her. Passing north- 
erly along our coast, fet us see what is the situa- 
tion of our most valuable cities: Charleston and 


| General Government to call out the ‘militia to 


suppress insurrection, enforce the laws, and repel 


| invasion. And I would ask whether either of these 


Norfolk, as well as many other places of less con-| events had happened when this corps of militia 


sequence, are found exposed to marine attacks. 
And when we reach the city of New York (the 
nation’s great emporium of trade) do we, on view- 
ing its situation, and strength of the public works 
for its defence, find it.in a perfect state of securi- 
ty ? No, sir, unless the greatest part of your frig- 
ates are stationed there, to aid your fortifications 
and gunboats, it will fall a prey to-the enemy. 
It can be assailed by a small fleet, with every pros- 
peet of success. The only resistance they would 
meet with -would be in passing the fortifications 
on Staten Island, and perhaps a few shots from 
Bedlow’s and Ellis’s Islands. They might soon 
place themselves abreast the works at the upper 
end of the city, the weakest of them all. And I 
have no doubt two seventy*fours might silence 
this work in twenty or thirty miniites. They 
would then meet with no other resistance than 
from travelling gurs on the shore and from the 
docks. ‘The result would probably be, that the 
city would be set on fire, or a contribution extort- 
ed from its inhabitants. I will now pass on to 
Rhode Island. Does the prospect of security there 
flatter us? No, sir. I am told by competent judges 
that nothing short of a force of from three to five 
thousand men ean defend that isfand. Boston, it 
is said, can be defended, and is, perhaps, the only 
secure place of considerable consequence on the 
seaboard. In viewing the situation along the pro- 
vince of Maine, and our northern frontier up the 
river St. Lawrence, and the Lakes to Fort Mal- 
den, and from thence to the Mississippi, do we 
not find almost every point and place where there 
are inhabitants, subject to the incursions of the 
enemy ? Have they not more troops on and near 
the line than we have? Yes, sir, they have ten 
to our one, and a militia which the Government 
of Canada have been fully vigilant in training. | 
understand that ever since the prospect of war 
began to thicken in the political horizon, they 
have trained their militia three or four times a 
month, and have paid them daily wages for their 
services. Not so, sir, with our militia—they have, 
it is true, been called into the public service to 
do the duty of regular troops ; and what is now 





} 








were ordered out? No. It it well known that 
no such emergency existed. But they have this 
miserable consolation, that they are to receive 
six dollars and two-thirds amonth, for their ser- 
vices, finding their own clothes; arms abd ‘accou- 
trements. 1 donot mention these things with a 
wish to discourage the militia from serving their 
country when necessary, nor do I believe defend- 
ing them in their constitutional rights will have 
that effect, for lam fully aware that there is no 
class of citizens more patriotic or willing to de- 
fend their country than they are, and will be so 
found when the safety of it shall really demand 
their services. 
I will now resume the consideration of our sit- 
| uation up the Lakes to Detroit and Fort Malden. 
Here it mast be remembered that the British com- 
mand the Lakes. Weare told that Govertior Hall 
is marching to the defence of Detroit with twelve 
| hundred militia from the State of Ohio, together 
| with four hundred regular troops, formed and dis- 
ciplined for action by the brave Colonel Boyd. 
These troops, 1 hope, will be better supplied and 
provided for than those on the frontier of New 
York. It is whispered by some of the favorites 
who are suffered to know the projects of our Gov- 
ernment, that the British have senta part of their 
| regular troops, together with a number of Indians, 
| from Fort Malden to Fort Erie, near the Falls of 
Niagara; and this is taken as certain evidence of 
the weakness ofthe garrison at Fort Malden, and 
that that fort may consequently be surprised and 
taken by Governor Hull with little difficulty. 
Now I draw the exact contrary conclusion from 
this circumstance; for the British must have 
| known that Governor Hull was on his march to 
| Detroit, and if they had been weak at Fort Mal- 
| den they never would have detached part of their 
| force and sent'it to the aid of Fort Erie. But 
presuming they had not heard of Governor Hull’s 
march, and that they had left that fort compara- 
tively defenceless, they will assuredly learn it soon 
enough to ave the detachment return by water 
before Governor Hull can reach Malden. And if 
in the attempt to. take Fort Maiden, Governor 
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Holl shculd meet with a defeat, the consequences | nacing attitude before the Indian town, on thei; 
will be alarming; for no’ reinforcement can be 
sent him, nor apy assistance afforded soon enough 
to prevent a disastrous termination of the expedi- 
tion, In that «ase thé British, with a partial aid 
from the Indians, might cross the river and take 
possession of Detroit; and if they should then ob- 
tain the assistance of the Indians generally, it will 
be in theic power. to drive in ali the frontier set- 
tlements of Ohio; and thére can be.litue doubt 
when this war is once commenced that nearly all 
the Indians will flock to the British standard.. 1 

_will here take the liberty of adverting to com- 
plaints of eur Government, in. the diplomatic cor- 
respondence with Mr. Foster; and must acknow- 


- ——— 
_—— ~--— — : 


believe that everything dear to them was at stake} 
Yes, sir,their homes, their firesides, and their a) 
was about to be destroyed, except they submitie) 
unconditionally to the commander who had. per. 
haps, been the cause of all the difficulty whic) 
subsisted between the Indians and our Gover. 
ment. And I must héreask; Mr. President, if any 
one. can blame the Indians for fighting, unde 
such circumstances ? No, sir... conceive if they 
had not fought they weuld have debased huma 
nature itself. Since, then, this flame is kindled 


ledge, after so much talk, about British perfidy, 
wu 
upon us, [1 am disappointed when I refer to the 


re offered by the Executive on that subject. 


did expect that after it was made a particular 
part of an Executive message, the proof offered in 
its support would have been clear and conclusive. 
Far be it from me that I should wish to become 
the apologist for any of the aggressions of the 
British upon our rights, or any of their unfriendly 
conduct towards us, but I think, if our Executive 
instead of carping and scolding about the vigilance 
of the British, in inducing the Indians to'join them, 
in the event of a war between the two countries, 
had been more vigilant in furnishing the Indians 


with the necessaries they had been in the habit of 


receiving from our public trading houses and 
other sources, and had seasonably recommended 
to Congress to have authorized the Executive to 
make the Indians some suitable presents, at proper 
times, it would have been productive of more good 
to our western frontier. It is said that the British 
furnish the Indians with arms and-ammunition ; 
well, do not our public stores and traders do the 
same? And donot the Indians depend upon their 
arms and ammunition for their daily subsistence ? 
It should be recollected that they are a. people 
who live by hunting, and they must be supplied 
with arms and ammunition from some quarter or 
other. While I am on this subject, Mr President, 
I will beg leave just to notice the Indian war be- 
tween the troops under the command of Governor 
Harrison, and the Prophet and his adherents—I 
mean the famous batile of Tippecanoe; and I 
will ask, sir, for what purpose was Governor Har- 
rison and the army under his command sent 
against those people? 

If there was any disagreement between the {n- 
dians abd our Government, why were not discreet 
commissioners sent to treat with them first, and 
let them know that the Government was willing 


regard to exciting the Indians to make war 


and that, too, by ourselves, is it pradent lo wag 
a premature war with Great Britain, and bring 
her force in reality-and openly in aid of the say- 
age tomahawk and scalping-knife, already raise) 
against our innocent frontier setuements ? | thin 
the more’prudent course would be first to treat 
with the Indians, to send some two or three di. 
creet and proper men anfong them to promix 
‘them justice and friendship, and really to perform 
what is just and right towards them; and, thes, 
my wt for it, they would be willing to remain 
at peace with us. In the mean time let us rai 
and discipline our army and fortify our seaport 
and harbors. And when we are prepared, | 
Great Britain does not, in the mean time, do u: 
jastice, we can then attack her colonies with more 
certain prospects of success ; and, with the satis- 
faction, too, of having first detached from her the 
aid of a savage enemy, whose known’ rule of war- 
fare is to spare neither age nor sex. 

I will next, Mr, President, take-a view of ou 
| real effective disposable force, which, ia the even 
| of immediate war, is to protect and defend the 
| vast extent of our Northernand Western frontier 

which will be exposed to the jncursions of th 
enemy, especially if we have war with the Brit 
ish aud Western Indians, both at the same time 
| If we may consider the statement obtained from 
ithe head of the War Department, as correct 
| what a discouraging appearance does it afford us' 
The records in the War Office tell us that, inclué: 
ing officers; there are between six and seven thov- 
sand men in the'two old armies ; but as to the new 
army of 25,000 men, it is diffieult.to give any 








own lands, and in their own territory?) And had | 
not the Prophet and his party sufficient reason \) | 


however, said, that orders have been issued direct: | 


ing the recruiting officers to make monthly re- 
turns; but, from information which cannot be 
doubted, it seems that these orders have not been 
observed ; so that the War Department are quit’ 
in the dark as to the number actually enlisted 11 


= account of the number recruited. I[t ): 
the new army. I understand, however, that au 


to do them justice? ‘It is natural to suppose that | estimate, by’ the head of the War Department. 
the Prophet and his four or five hundred asso- | sets them down at about five thousand, more 0" 


ciates would never have calculated on coercing 
the Government of the United States out of much 





| less, I suppose, as the case may be. But, suppos 
ing our three distinct armies to actually consis! 





more than what was their just right to receive. | of nine thousand men, exclusive of the sick. 
And, upon what authority was this war waged ? | (which will be found a very liberal estimate. 
Was noi.our army collected and marched two or | they do not then give you men enough to mat 
three hundred miles, in a threatening manner, | the guns in the works for the defence of the 
and without any declaration of war? And did | Western frontier and seaports. . ‘The most of the 
not Governor Harrison plant his army in a me- | six thousand men of the old army appear to be 
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their ‘spread over the wholeextent of the United States abilit 


'd had | 9 and their, Territories; and, this being the case, 
On to | F where is the army tocome from for the invasion 
stake? | 7 of Canada? If gentlemen calculate on the new 



























‘Irall | 7 army of 25,000-inen for that purpose, I will ask 
nitted | 7 them to show me the army, or inform me where | 
1. per- Fit may be found? Is it under the direction and 
Vhich | © daily discipline of the Commander-in-Chief on 
Vern F the grand rendezvogs at Albany; or is it only an 
fany | army on paper; or is it the small part which may 
under f be recruited, and are spread over the Union at the 
they different recruiting places, following the recruit- 
umas f jing sergeant, and the drum and fife, in the rags | 
rdled which happen to cover them when they enlist; | 


wage 
bring 
| Say. 
Bised 
think 
treat 
: (lis- 
Mise 


and not knowing how long they may remain in |} 
that forlorn condition, for the want of provident 
care in the War Department ? 


pose. this army was raised, and marched on to the 
gtand parade near Albany; and I will then ask, | 
sir, how soon it could be sufficiently disciplined 
and formed fit for actual service? I do not pre- 


form tend to have much military skill, but lam inform- 
theo, § ed. by those in whose. judgment and experience | 
mao can confide, that nine months, at least, is neees- 
raise sary for this purpose, when an army is made up 
porls of raw recruits. Young men who have donelit- 
d, ii tle or no military duty, collected from the differ- 
lous— © ent States of the Union, inhabiting different cli- 
nore mates, and possessing different customs and man- 
salis- ners, as well as prejudices ; under such circum- 
the stances, it will, I have little doubt, require a 
War- whole year to form the platoon officers of this 
/ army; and officers cannot discipline the men till 
ourf — they learn their own duty. I believe it. is’ quite | 
vent} | as important to have your officers understand 
the} © their'duty as the men, if not more so; because 
tier the soldiers, in the movements and evolutions 
"the of an.army, are mere machines, actuated by the | 
Brit directions of their officers; which, if we view the 
ime higher grades of such as the field, staff, and gen- | 
rom eral officers, can we with propriety calculate on 
rect the experience of those among them whose servi- | 
| us! ces in our Revolutionary war have justly entitled 
lud: them to our attention at the preseut crisis in as 
10U- ample and confidential a manuer as if no recess | 
1ew or lapse of experience bad taken place? It strikes 
any me, sir, that it may be fairly questioned whether, 
ft from age and the want of practice since 1783, 
ect: | they have not lost that knowledge their hard ex- 
re perience had formerly afforded them. However, 
be sir, for my part, 1 am always willing to repose 
ee! the greatest confidence in our Revolutionary offi- 
vile, cers and soldiers, and trust the young soldiers 
! in will prove themselves equally worthy of my con- 
au fidence. 
ent, Before we take the step proposed by the bill 
of before us, I think we ought also to make some 
10s calculation on the general state of the nation. 
sist Except some trifling Indian war, it will be recol- 
ck, lected we have been twenty-nine years at peace, 
e, and have become a nation, in a great degree, of 
at active money-makers. We have lost much of 
the the spirit of war and chivalry possessed by our 
the Revolutionary fathers ; and we are a people, also, 
be not over fond of paying taxes to the extent of our 
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y, and this because our purses have been 
sweated down by our restrictive system, till they 
have become light. 

I shall now beg leave to trespass on your atten- 
tion, Mr. President, while I advert to the situa- 
tion of our small-but daring navy, the increase of 
which, it will be remembered, has been decided 
against by this Senate during the present session. 
It is true, provision has beén made for rebuilding 
some three or four frigates, which had been deem- 
ed unworthy of repair; and that a small sum of 
money has been appropriated for the purchase of 
materials for building some vessels of war ata 
future day, but the appropriation is so scanty that 
very little can be expected from it. I am, how- 
ever, ready to acknowledge that the few ships we 


' have ready for’service are good ones, and I have 


no doubt but they are kept in proper order for im- 
mediate and active employment. This, however, 
I am perfectly confident of, that there is nota 
braver set of officers and sailors in existence, 
than those by whom they are commanded and 
manned; but we cannot, therefore, expect that 
this little fleet, if it may be so ealled, can be 
competent to hold in check any detachment-that 
Great Britain is able to send upon our coast from 
her thousand ships.. It would be a sacrifice of 
justice to imagine it. Prior to any declaration of 
war, Mr. President, my plan would be, and my 
first wish is, to prepare for it—to put the country 
in complete armor—in the attitude imperiously 
demanded in a crisis of war,and to which it must 
be brought before any war can be effective—this, 
too, would be agreeable to the recommendation of 
the Executive ; but I would not first rashly com- 
mit the nation by such a measure, and then begia 
to look about us and try to make preparation for 
meeting the calamity we have, without consider- 
ation, brought upon ourselves. 

It will be necessary, Mr. President, to take a 
view of the subject of ways and means on this 
oecasion, and see what aspect the finances of the 
nation afford. It is well known to evety mem- 
| ber,of the Senate, that our Treasury is empty, 
|and that the Government has been under the 
necessity of authorizing loans in time of peace; 
| but has the sanguine expectations relative to the 
; subscriptions for the eleven million loan, author- 
ized this session, been at-all answered? I be- 
lieve not. If my recolleetion serves me faith- 
fully, there is ahout five millions still wanting to 
complete the subscription to the loan for the cur- 
rent year’s expenditures; and here it is worthy 
of remark, what quarter of the Union tias been 
most remiss-0n this patriotic occasion. If I were 
to inquire how much the States beyond the Alle- 
| ghany mountains have subscribed to this loan, E 
| believe the auswer would be, not one dollar; bat, 
| sic, if the people in those States have not been 
| found forward in their subscriptions towards ecar- 
| rying on the war, their Representatives have 
| made up for this deficiency by being forward and 
+ liberal enough in their war speeches. They have 
raised the, war-whoop equal to those of any sec- 
tion of the Union, and particularly the represen- 
tation from the State of Kentucky, one of the 
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gentlemen, in this Senate, only excepted. After 
the war is once commenced, however, I presume 
gentlemen will find something more forcible than 

' empty war, speeches will be necessary. It will 
not be sufficient, then, to.rely on war speeches, 
documents, nor proclamations, to repel the attack 
of an enemy, or to carry, war into their territory. 
And I have understood that the people of those 
States are not extremely partial to internal and 
direct taxes, nor were they vefy promptly col- 
lected and paid there, when formerly laid, under 
the Administration of Mr. Adams. 

In crossing the Alleghanies, we look almost in 
vain in the States of Georgia and South Caro- 
lina fof that liberal spirit in contributing to the 
loan, which was no doubt so much relied on’ by 
their representation in the famous war speeches, 
‘when they urged war on almost any terms. The 
banks and people of those States, in refusing, to 
subscribe, have evinced a backwardness, whieh, 
from the language of war held by their represen- 
tation, was least to have been expected; although 
it is there perhaps that we may find the combus- 
tibles which have kindled this mighty war flame, 
and precipitated this nation to the verge of ruin, 
We will now, sir, pass on to good old. Virginia, 
the Ancient Dominion—that proud State, which 
has governed this nation twenty years out of 
twenty-four—and there, sir, we may also look 
for her full proportion of the cause and origin of 
this untimely war measure, this fatal tragedy, 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
mayen One Sia. 


28) 


pointy 


June, 18)2. 


ne oe 





I imagine to possess as much sagacity as any of 
the Cabinet, we have no reason to expect loans 
in future for carrying on the war short of eich 
ot cent.; and when that takes, place, we may 
reely say, we have seen nearly all the measure; 
of Mr. Adams’s Administration revived. 

Mr. President, I have now taken a view of the 
ability of the country we are about to.make wa; 
upon, to sustain that war, and make it terrible i 
us; [ have also shown the wretched unprepare) 
situation my country is in, to repel the attacks of 
an enemy, much less of carrying war into the en. 
emy’s territory witha probability of suceess. |; 
I have given a true statement of the situation o/ 
the disposable force of the two countries ; if I have 
drawn a true picture (although a very disagree. 
able task for me to perform) of the’ situation o/ 
our country, and of our present inability to make 
war upon Great Britain ; and if I have not been 
deceived by my zeal and anxiety fo check the 
passage of this bill and to avoid the evils which 
in my judgment it will bring upon my beloved 
country, (and my honest conviction is that I have 
not,) can It be possible, that as grave and discreeta 
body as this Senate, with the acknowledged jus- 
tice of my statements before them, will, at this 
time, pass the bill under.consideration ? Can we 
look for a. blessing without the use of rational 
means? Does God in his providence ever dis- 
ae his blessings on any but those who are vigi- 
ant in the use of means? Can we expect to 
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which, before it is over, will cause-the country to | reap; if we neglect to sow? If we do, the crop 
suffer pain in every member, and to bleed at | will surely be briars, thorns, and thistles. _ I must 
every pore. - Yes, sir, if Virginia’s sons have not | call on every member of this Senate to pause be- 
been as open and ardent in producing this fatal.| fore he. leaps into or crosses the Rubicon—de- 
bill as those of some otlier States, they have no | claring war is passing the Rubicon in reality, aad 
doubt acted their part well behind the curtain as Ce cannot recross it when you please.” It musi 
prompters. But how stands this proud head of | be remembered, that when you once declare war, 
the nation on the books for the subscription to | you must obtain the consent of your enemy be- 
the loan? Has she, by the paltry sum she has | Fore you can make peace. And gentlemen may 
subscribed, evinced her determination to avénge | be assured that if we do not pause and reflect, 
her country’s wrongs? Or has she, by that, sup- | before we act, the people will reflect and exam- 
ported the zeal so strongly and so repeatedly pro- | ine our deédsafter we have acted; and if, contrary 
fessed? We shall find, sir, that these States will | to every principle of prudence and common sense, 
not be more liberal in furnishing soldiers to fight | we at this time declare war, the people, who are 
your battles than they have been in assisting in | always governed by the rules of common sense, 
the means of maintaining and paying them. | deduced from practical observation, will, after 
Their liberality and willingness to furnish your | they have had time to reflect, dismiss us as un- 
atmies, and every other place in the Government, | profitable servants. 
with officers, ] do not doubt; but further, orother | I do not, Mr. President, oppose the passage o/ 
aid, need be little expected. | the bill at this time, or press so hard for its post- 
_If this representation I have been making to | ponement, because I doubt the justice of our cause 
the Senate be facts, whence are we to expect sub- | or perfidy of the enemy, we are about to declare 
scriptions to fill the remainder of this loan, and | war upon. Nor should I have doubted our own 
where is the money to come from after this year? | ability, had our resources been well husbanded, 
It is not, I believe, to be expected from those | for four or five past years, to make the war ter- 
States whose Representatives seem to be so liberal | rible to our enemy—but the tale of the bad man- 
in votes and speeches for immediate war; but, if |.agement of our resources, is too obvious and too 
itis to be filled at all, it must be done by the | lamentable to be told at this time ; although, with- 
States and people north of the Potomac. Yes, | out subjecting myself to the charge of raising a 








sir, both the money and men to carry on the war, 
must mostly come from the Northern States, 
where the people are opposed to entering into the 
war in this blind and rash manner, without sys- 
tem or preparation. And, according to the cal- 
culation of the Secretary of the Treasury, who 


cry against the Executive, 1 may assert, it isa 
notorious and lamentable fact, that the President 
neglected to fill the ranks in the additional army, 
during the period between the adjournment of the 
last and the meeting of the present Congress ; and 
he has also neglected to direct the purchase of 
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| Jone, 1812. tilities with Great Britain. Senate. 
'Y of | © the neeessary munitions of war when appropria- | Yes, sir; the millions that your merchants will 
Cans F © sions had been made by the Eleventh Congress, | lose in consequence,of this rash, this premature 
‘ight F > for both purposes. These neglects naturally cre-| step, will strike them with terror and dismay 
may F ated a suspicion of the sincerity of the Presi- | from New Orleans to Maine ; and how lamenta- 
ures F ” denw’s War Message. There is another faet, a ble it is that a war, which has for its avowed ob- 

serious a material, fact, which I have heard ac- | ject the protection of commercial rights, should 
r the knowledged by almost every member of this Sen- | be commenced at a tinge and in a manner which 
Wat ate: it is this, that the head of the War Depart-| will prove more destructive to commerce itself 
le t ment is in a great degree deficient in skill, unable | than all the plunderings and burnings of both 
ared to systematize, and wanting energy toexecute the | France and Englands But [ conclude the osten- 
cS 0] necessary business of that department. Why not | sible object of this war is to force the cotton and 
Pet place a man of competent ability at the head of | tobacco trade into the continent of Europe, and 


I your War Department, one who will reduce the | to support the Executive in the declaration, that 








7s business of that department to order, who will| the Berlin and Milan decrees are revoked ;_but it 
vn mark out a regular system of diseipline and gov-| should be recollected, that it will not only be 
Nal ernment for your Army,and more ‘particularly | necessary in order to enforce a market for our 
ae the staff of it; so that when your disposable force | cotton and tobacco upon. the Continent, to obtain 
ake F may be brought to act upon the enemy there may | a repeal of the British orders; but it will be also 
o be a prospect of advantage or victory ? | necessary to force Napoleon to give up his conti- 
one If the taking of Canada, Mr, President, is the | nental system, or make an exception in it in our 
ae real object of the war, no discreet Executive | favor ; and even if he permits us to go to the 
ved would wish that war declared, until he saw“a| Continent with the produce of our soil, his tariff 
a force raised, concentrated, and disciplined, that | of duties is an exclusion to our trade, for cotton 
sh would warrant the calculation of Montreal’s being | and tobacco will searcely pay freight and charges. 
po in our possession within six weeks after the de-| I must now ask, sir, with what force we are to 
sn claration ; for if Canada is not assailed in this | effectuate all these desirable objects? .Are our 
we manner, thé conflict must be lengthy, and conse- | six thousand. men, and the few raw recruits of 
nal quently more bluody, if not doubtful. If you! the new army spread over the vast extent of 
lis commence the attack at Fort Malden, and pursue these United States and their Territories, and our 
ist the enemy down the lakes and rivers, they will; little fleet of four or five frigates, equal to the in- 
lo be falling back or retreating on their reinforce- | vasion of the Canadas, and the protection of our 
Tr ments, and constantly increasing and concentra- | maritime frontiers, and,to strike the British Gov- 
0h ting their forces; and would perhaps be able to | ernment and the inflexible Napoleon with such 
be- hold your army in check before it reaches Mon-| terrors, that we are to expect they will abandon 
de- treal; but let your army be enabled by itsstrength | their system of warfare against each other? I 
ad to first possess itself of Montreal, and.all the up-| presume no one will pretend to say they are. 
™ per country must fall of course; you would then | Well, then, why declare war at this time; why 
- soon be able to draw the line dividing your army | will gentlemen not defer until your new army 
be and that of your enerny between Montreal and | of twenty-five thousand men. are raised and dis- 
ay Quebec, and when this is accomplished you have | ciplined fit for service? It must be believed, sir, 
ct, put an end to the Indian war, by cutting the In- if we now declare war, that the object of itis 
a dians off from any further succor from the Brit-; not for the reduction of Canada, because we 
ry ish. Did I wish, sir, to embarrass the Executive | have not the means provided; and I,am some- 


at the expense of the blood and treasure of my 
country, I would vote for the immediate passage 
of this bill; I would strive to bring on prema- 
ture war, especially since he has recommended 
a it; and I must, sir, be here permitted toask, who 
displays the greatest friendship for the President, 
those that wish to plunge him and the nation 
down the »preeipice which presents itself to us, 
or those who wish to cheek this hazardous—this 
uncertain step? 

I do not, Mr. President, draw all these discour- 
aging pictures, or relate these lamentable facts, 
because I would shrink from the conflict or ter- 
rors of war, for the defence of the rights of my 
injured country, sooner thah any gentleman of 
* | this Senate, nor with’a wish that all these evils 
may be realized ; my object is to avert them from 
my country. Ido it, sir, to check the precipitate 
step of plunging my country prematurely into a 
war, without any of the means of making: the 
war terrible to our enemy; and with the cer- 
tainty that it will be terrible to ourselves, or at 
least -to our merchants, our seaports, and cities. 


what at a loss to discover the real object, but if I 
dare indulge a suspicion that the real and avowed 
objects are different, | should say this war is to be 
declared, but not prosecuted, other than in a de- 
fensive manner,and consequently altogether with- 
in our own-territory, and to operate as an enforce- 
ment of the restrictive system, and may with 
propriety be called the terrapin war, and be by 
some considered more popular than a continu- 
ance of the embargo: , 

I have heard some complaints and charges of 
inconsistency against those members of Congress 
who voted for raising the twenty-five thousand 
men, because.they would not now vote for war! 
I never once supposed. nor would anybody in 
their senses suppose, a vote to raise an army asa 
preparatory. measure to coerce justice from a 
neighboring nation, would impose tie obligation 
of voting for a declaration of war, before that 
army should be raised. For my part, sir, ever 
since I had the honor of a seat in this Senate, I 
have uniformly vdted appropriations for the put- 
ting my country ip a state of defence, and to pre- 
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pare itfor war. A-country well prepared to meet 
war will scarcely find war necessary, but if it 
cannot be avoided, preparation does away half | 
And if gemlemen will show mean 
army of twenty-five thousand men, well formed, 
disciplined, and supplied, at the place of the 
grand rendezvous near Albany, give us a reason- 
able increase of out navy, and will plaee-both the 
great belligerents on the same footing, (as I con- 
sider them equal trespassers on our rights,) then, 
I say, if-Great Britain will not do us justice; I 
will vote at theproper time a declaration of war 
against her ; and [ will use my utmost exertions to | 
make the war terrible to her—but to declare war 
without the means of making the enemy feel its 
horrors, and at a time when it must produce evil | 
and terrors’ enly to ourselves, strikes me with 
If war is declared béfore we 
have a force raised sofficient to subdue Canada, 


its terrors 


astonishment. 


we shall have war upon our borthern frontier, 


and perhaps it will be pushed into our territory; | 
this will be particularly alatming and distressing 


to the inhabitants on the Canada line; and your 


militia will be called out from their usual busi- 
ness and avocations of life, into the field, as sol- 


diers for the protection of the frontier settlements, 
and you will have all the expense of a regular 
campaign, without any of its benefits; besides 
that, the evils attending upon calling a large por- 
tion of the militia into actual ‘service for any 
considerable time, is almost incalculable. After 
a short time, sickness, death, and many other 
evils will teach you thé impropriety of relying 
on them for the carrying on the war; and the 
discouraging effects, which these calamities nat- 
urally attendant on militia camps will have on 
the community, when those who survive return 
home to their families and. friends, and tell the 
mournful tale, are to be seriously deprecated. 

But, sir, when I look round this’ Senate, and 
see a number of our Revolutionary patriots 
who ‘have grown gray in the service of their 
country, my hopes ‘are cheered. It is to them 
I look at this time; it is from their experience 
and discretion (venerable fathers of their coun- 
try) that that country expects this impending 
evil to be averted. And can it be possible 
that the younger men of this Senate, who must 
have descended from so discreet and noble an 
oratr as their Revolutionary fathers proved 
themselves to be, should suffer their judgment to 
be so misled as to vote against the postponement 
of this measure, which may, if it passes under 
the present circumstancés, put to the test the very 
existence of the Constitution under which we 
have enjoyed so much liberty and happiness, and 
the attainment of which cost our fathers so much 
blood and treasure! 





Monpay, June 15. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill, entitled “An act declaring war between 
Great Britain and her dependencies, and the 
United States and their territories” together 
with the motion made by Mr. German to post- 
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pone the further consideration thereof until the 
| first Monday in November next: 

And on.the question to agree to the motion, jt 
was ‘determined in the negative—yeas 10, nay; 
22, as follows: 
* Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, and Reed. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell, 
| of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gai). 
| lard, Giles, Gregg, Howell, Leib,: Pope, Robinson, 
| Smith,of Maryland, Smith, of New York, Tait, Tay. 
| lor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

On motidn, by Mr. Lets, to amend the bill, as 
| follows : 
| Afterthe word ‘that,’ in the third line, to strike 
out to the end of the bill, and insert ‘the President of 
| the United States shall be, and he is hereby, author. 
ized to cause reprisals to be made upon the public and 
private ships and vessels, goods, and merchandise, be. 
longing to the Crown of the United Kmgdom of Grea 
Britain and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof, which 
may be found on the high seas or elsewhere, excepting 
such ships, vessels, or property, as now are, or may be, 
within the ports and harbors, or under the control, of 
the United States, and all ships, vessels, or property, 
within the jurisdiction’ of any Power with whom the 
| United States are not engaged in wars, and for the 
purposes aforesaid to instruct the ‘commanders of the 
| public armed vessels which are or which shall be em- 
| ployed in the service of the United States to subdue, 
seize, and take, any armed or‘other British vessel, be- 
| longing to the said United Kingdon of Great Britain 
and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof, which shall be 
found within the jurisdictional limits of the United 
States or elsewhere on the high seas as aforesaid; and 
| such captured vessel, with her apparel, guns, and ap- 
| purtenances, and the goods or effects which shal! be 
found on board the same, being British property, shall 
be brought within some port of the United States, 
and shall be duly proceeded against and condemned 
| as forfeited, and shall accrue and be. distributed as by 
law is of shall be provided respecting the captures 
which shall be made by the public armed vessels of the 
United States. 

“Src. 2. And beit further enacted, That the Pree- 
ident of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to grant, to the owners of private armed ships 
and vessels of the United States, who shall make appli- 
cation therefor, commissions, in the form which he shall 
direct, and under the seal of the United States; and 
such private armed vessels, when duly commissioned as 
aforesaid, shall have the same license and authority for 
the subduing, seizing, and capturing any armed or 
other British vessel belonging to the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof, 
and for the recapture of the vessels, goods, and effects, 
of the people of the United States, as the public armed 
vessels of the United States may by law have: and shall 
be, in like manner, subject to such instructions as shall 
be ordered by the President of the United States, in 
conformity with the established law of nations, and the 
treaties and laws of the United States, for the regula- 
tion of theirconduct; and the commissions which shal! 
be granted as aforesaid shall be revocable at the plea- 
sure of the President of the Uinted States. 

“Sxc. 3. And beit further enacted, That every per- 
son intending to set forth and employ an armed vessel, 
and applying for a commission as afvresaid, shall pro- 
duce in writing the name and a suitable description of 
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the tonnage and force of the vessel; and the name and 
place of residence of eacly owner concerned therein, the 


’ number of the crew, and the name-of the commander 


and the two officers next in rank, appointed for such 


vessel; which writing shall be signed by the person or 
persons making such application, and filed with the 
Secretary of State, or shall be delivered to any other 
officer or person who shall be employed to deliver out 
such commissions, to be by him transmitted to the 
Secretary of State. 

“See. 4. And be it further enacted, That, before any 
commission as aforesaid shall be issued, the owner or 
owners of the ship’or vessel for whith the same shalt 
be requested, and the commander thereof for the time 
being, shall give bond to the United States, with at 
least two responsible sureties, not interested in such 
vessel, in the penal sum of thousand dollars; or, 
if such vessel be provided with more than one hundred 
and fifty men, then in. the pehal sum of thousand 
dollars ; with condition that the owners and officers 
and crews who shall be employed on board of such com- 
missioned vessel shall and will observe the treaties and 
laws of the United States, andthe instructions which 
shall be given them for the regulation of theirconduct ; 
and will satisfy’all damages and injuries which shall 
be done or committed contrary to the tenor thereof by 
such vessel during her commission, and to deliver up 
the same when revoked by the President of the United 
States. 

“Sc. 5, And be it further enacted, That all public 
and private ships and vessels, goods, and merchandise, 
belonging to the Crown of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof, 
together with their apparel, gans, and appurtenances, 
and any goods or effects which shall be found on board | 
the same, being British property, and which shall: be | 
captured by any private armed vessel or vessels of the 
United States, duly commissioned as aforesaid, shall be | 
forfeited, and shall accrue to the owners thereof, and 
the officers and crews by whom such capture shall be 
made; and,on due condemnation had, shall be distrib- 
uted according to any agreement which shall be be- 
tween them, or, in failure of such agreement, then by 
the discretion of the court before whom such condem- 
nation shall be. 


“Sxc. 6. And be it further enacted, That all vessels, 
goods, and effects; the property of any citizen of the 
United States, or person resident therein, which shall 
be recaptured as aforesaid, shall be restored to the law- 
ful owners, upon payment by them, respectively, of a 
just and reasonable salvage, to be determined by the 
mutual. agreement of the parties concerned, or by the 
decree of atiy court of the United States having mari- 
time jurisdiction, according to the nature of each case : 
Provided, That such allowance shall not be less than 
one-eighth, or exceeding one-half of the full value of 
such recapture, without any deduction. And such 
salvage shall be distributed to and among the owners, 
officers, and crews, of the private armed vessel or ves- 
sels entitled thereto, according to any agreement which 
shall be between them ; or, in case of no agreement 
then by the decree of the court who shall determine 
upon such salvage. 

“Src, 7. And be it further enacted, That, before 
breaking bulk of any vessel which shall be captured 
as aforesaid, or other disposal or conversion thereof, or 
of any articles which shall be found on board the same, 
such capture shall be brought into some port of the 
United States, and shall be libelled and proceeded 
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against before the district court of the same district; 
and if, after a due course of proceedings, such capture 

shall be decreed as forfeited in thé district court, or in 

the circuit court of the same district, in the case of 
any appeal duly allowed, the same shall be delivered 

to the cwners and captors concerned therein, or shall 

be publicly sold by the marshal of the same court, as 

shall be finally decreed and ordered by the court ; and 

the same court which. shall have final jurisdiction of 
any libel or complaint of any capture as aforesaid, shall 

and may decree restitution, in whole or in part, when 

the capture and restraint shall have been made with- 

out just cause as aforesaid ; and, if made without prob- 

able cause, or otherwise unreasonably, may order and 

decree damages and costs to the party injured, and for 

which the owners, officers, and crews of the private 

armed vessel or vessels by which such unjust capture 

shall have been, made, and, also, such vessel or vessels, 

shall be answerable and liable. 

“Sec. 8. And be tt further enacted, That all Brit- 
ish subjects and others who. shall be found acting on 
board any British vessel which shall be captured, or on 
board of any vessel of the United States which shall 
be recaptured as aforesaid, sball be reported to the col- 
lector of the port in which they shall first artive, and 
shall be delivered to the custody of the marshal, or 
some civil or military officer of the United States, or 
of any State, in‘or near such port, who shall receive 
and take into custody the said subjects or persons for 
their safe-keeping and support, at the expense of the 
United States. 

“Sze. 9. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
after the day of next, the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to em- 
ploy the naval force of the United States to make re- 
prisals upon thé public and private armed vessels, goods, 
and merchandise belonging to the Emperor of France 
and King of Italy, or his subjects, which may be found 
on the high seas and elsewhere, and to issue letters of 
marque and reprisal to the private armed ships or ves- 
sels of the United States against the vessels, subjects, 
and property of the said Emperor of France and King 
of Italy, under the provisions and limitations contained 
in this act in respect to the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland ; if, on or before the said day 
of » the said Emperor of France and King of Italy 
shall not give to the Presidert of the United States 
satisfactory and unequivocal evidence of the repeal of 
the Berlin and Milan decrees, so far as they relate to 
the neutral commerce of the United States.” 


On motion, by Mr: ANperson, to strike out the 
ninth section of the proposed amendment, it was 
determined in the negative—yeas 14, nays 18, as 
follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, 
Robinson, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Varnum. 

Nars—Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lam- 
bert, Leib, Lioyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Maryland, 
Smith of New York, and Worthington, 

On the question to strike out the original biil 
afier the word “ that’? as proposed by Mr. Lets, 
it was determined in the negative—yeas 15, nays 
18, as follows: . 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, Gil- 
man, Goudrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lam- 
bert, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, and Worthington. 
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Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of} The motion did not oppose,or deny the suff. 
Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, cieney of the eauses, or the policy of the war. 
Pope, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New | 1: went only to affirm what.he trusted the course 
of his observations would render very evident, 
that this was not a time at which war ought to 
be declared. 

He indulged a-confidence, that upon so great 
an oecasion the Senate would not be impelled to 
act by any little passions, nor by any considera- 
tions which did not arise out of an extended and 
distinct view of the interests ef the country. |: 


York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Varnum. 

On motion, by Mr. Luoyp, to amend the origi- 
nal bill, by inserting, after the word “that,” in 
the third line, the words “ from and after the —— 
day of —— next;” it was determined in the neg- | 
ative—yeas 13, nays 19, as foNows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman; 
Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, 
Lloyd, Pope, and Smith of Maryland. is not enough that.we we have cause of war; we 

Nays—Mesers. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of) must see that we’are prepared, and in a condition 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- | to make war. Youdo-not go to war for the ben- 
lard, Giles, Howell, Reed, Robinson, Smith of New | efit of your enemy, but your own advantage; 
bp Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worth-| not to give proofs of . vain and heedless courage, 
ngton. : aa ; but to assert your rights and redress your wrongs, 

On'the question, Shall this bill pass to a third | Tf you Scilnesuade hostilities pete you are pre. 
reading as amended? it was determined in the] pared to strike a blow, and while your cities, your 

| 


affirmative—yeas 19, nays 13, as follows: terri me 
Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of CHIE SAY Your property. OW the oPtad, are ex 


Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- posed’ to the mercy of a Ciorensment posscesing 
lard, Giles, Gregg, Leb, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, | 141" new distreses, defeat; amd disgrace to th 

; se *8 : . ; $ 
ee oS Gow Peek, Tait, “Fegiot, Taraes, sae Ver wrongs @$,which you complain ? It isa strange 

Nays—Mesers. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, | ™°tive for war—a wish to gratify the rapacity, 
Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, | '© swell: the triumphs, and (o ineréase the inso- 
lence of the enemy. 

Mr. B. said, that neither the Goverament, nor 
the people had expected, or were prepared for 
war. Even at this moment, the general opinion 
abroad was, that there would be no war, the mer- 
cantile and trading world had continued to act 
upon that opinion. ~Nor could people be per- 
suaded thatan unarmed nation was about to at- 
tack a nation armed cap-a-pie. No man had 
of Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, | laid out his account for this war, and every one 
Howell, Robinson, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Varnum.| would be taken by surprise and uoprepared for 

So the Senate adjourned to eleven o’elock to- | its shock. ‘ ' 
merrow wotaine. You have, at this moment,.an immense prop- 

r | erty abroad, a great portion of it in England, and 
part floating on the ocean and hastening to your 
ports. The postponement proposed might save 
a great portion of this property, and .bridg home 
the seamen now absent from-the country. Gen- 
tlemen' would remember the number of ships 


Pope, Reed, and Worthington. 


On motion that the Senate adjourn, it was de- 
termined in the affirmazive—yeas 18, nays 14, as 
follows 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Condit, Dana,. German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, 
Lambert,. Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith ef New York, and Worthington. 

Nars.—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, brent, Campbell 





Tvespay, June 16. 
DECLARATION OF WAR. 


j 

The amendments to the bill from the House i 
Representatives, entitled “An act declaring war 
between Great Britain and her dependencies, and | which left our ports on the eye of an embargo. 
the United States and their territories,” were re- | These vessels had not, bad time to perform their 
ported by the committee correctly engrossed. voyages, and the greater part of them were still 

Mr. Bayarp moved to postpone the farther | abroad. He knew that some members had no 
consideration of the bill to the thirty-first day of | commiseration for the merchant who had dared 
October next. to escape the embargo, and who had disregarded 

Mr. Bayarp said, that he was entirely sensible | the salutary precautions, designed, as it was said, 
of. the iautility, in general, of-entering upon the | for his ae Bat he did not think it sur- 
discussion of a subject which had been-a long | prising, nor culpable, that those whose property 
time under consideration, and upon which it 
might be supposed that the opinions of members 
were formed and settled; but on an oceasion so 
momentous as the present, he should not feel 
himself justified in submitting even a motion of 
postponement, without offering his reasons in sup- 
port of it. Nor could he think, that.in giving a 
silent vote, he had discharged the duty of his sta- 
tion. Gentlemen would remark, that he had con- 
fined his motion to tine, in order that members 
might not be compromitted in supporting it who 
might think the war itself just and necessary. 


consisted in ships, should be averse to seeing them 
rotting at the wharves, and even disposed to in- 
cur risks to fiad employment for them abroad. 

Even, however, if it should be thought that 
the merchants had acted with indiscretion and 
fully, it is the part of a parental Government, 
such as this ought always to be, not to punish the 
citizens for their misfortunes, but to guard them 
agaiost the effects of their errors. Besides, a 
loss of individual property was a loss to the State, 
as the public strength was derived from individ- 
ual resources. 
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He stated that the question of war ‘had been | ing crisis: Butit is too recently and deeply in 


doubtful till the present moment. He did not) our recoiiection to be forgotten, that this rs not 


believe that the President himself expected war | the first embargo we have experienced, and 
at the opening of the session, nor for a long time | which, though of longer duration, we saw pass 
after. A menacing language was held out; but} away without being followed by war. 
the. hopes of an accommodation were far from The language held there, as to people out of 
being abandoned. Much was expected from the’| doors who have doubted of the war, is retorted 
Prince Regent’s accession to his full powers. A | by the public voice with equal confidence and on 
change cf Ministry was not doubted, and it was | better grounds. They rely upon your integrity 
thought that in the change of men, there would | and wisdom, and say that Congress cannot be so 
have been found such a change of principles and | infatuated, destitute as they are of the means of , 
measutes, that the differences between the two | aggression or defence, to draw upon themselves 
Governments might be compromised and settled. | a war with one of the most powerful and formi- 
This expectation was protracted till it became | dable-nations on the globe. Ifa war with Great 
plainly evident that the Prince did not intend to | Britain be thought unavoidable, yet, as she leaves 
change his father’s Ministers, nor to depart from | to us the time of commencing it, surely we ought 
their principles or measures. When this discov- | to select that time when the first, shock shall be 
ery was made, the Administration had proceeded | least disastrous, and can best be resisted. Why 
too far to recede. should we hurry into a war from which nothing 
Desperate as the course was which nuw alone | but calamity can be expected? There is no dan- 
remained to be pursued, they supposed they were | ger that the redtess of our wrongs, or the asser- 
obliged to advance or become the object of re-| tion of our rights, will be barred by the limita- 
proaca and scorn both to friends and foes. This| tion of time. No time has existed for years past 
necessity they had brought upon themselves. but | when we had less cause to complain of the con- 
it was too late to consider whether the condition | duct of Great Britain. Her vessels of war had 
might have been avoided ; they were pledged in | all been withdrawn from our coast, as he pre- 
this state of events to attempt to extort from | sumed, in order to avoid collisions and hostility. 
Great Britain by force the concession of those | If the war be suspended till November, the Gov- 
points which their arguments had failed in per- | ernment and the people will both be better pre- 
suading her to yield. He had no doubt but that, | pared to sustain it. He was nota friend to the 
some months past, the Cabinet had seriously de-| restrictive system, bat with a choice out of evils, 
termined upon resorting to hostilities. But the | he should prefer the embargo to war. Postpone 
concurrence of Congress was to be obtained, and | the war, and we will submit to the embargo till 
whether a majority of both Houses could be| November. This will furnish time for the return 
brought to take the daring and hazardous step,| of your ships and seamen; and if, at the same 
no man in or out of the- Government, without | time, you will abandon the non-importation act, 
the gift of prophecy, could have predicted. you will replenish your Treasury with at least 
The public mind had been so repeatedly dis- | twelve millions of dollars, and restore to your 
tracted and deceived by boisterous speeches, and | citizens sixty millions now abroad, and in danger 
bold but ephemeral resolutions, that it had sunk | of being lost. It appeared to him that the course 
into a state of apathy, and was no longer excited | which had been pursued was the most preposter- 
even by the sound of war echoed in the ministe-| ous imaginable. For eighteen months past, we 
rial paper from the proceedings of Government. | had been sending our property out of the country, 
When the bill before us was first brought up|aod not suffering it to return; and, while. con- 
from the other House, it was the opinion of very | templating a war with Great Britain, we saw 
few that it would obtain the support of a major-| our effects to an immense amount accumulating 
ity of this body; and, even now, it was likely to| in that Kingdom, liable, at any moment, to fall a 
pass, not because it was approved by a majority, | prey to the Government, and to be employed in 
but of the differences of opinion which existed | support of the war against us. He asked, why 
among gentlemen as to other courses which had| rush with this precipitancy into the war?— 
been proposed, Are you provided with means to annoy the ene- 
If, with the light and information possessed in | my, or to defend yourseives? Have you an army 
this body as to the views and designs of the Cab-| or navy which can make any impression? Are 
inetand of Congress, it has been doubtful among} your exposed towns fortified and garrisoned ? 
ourselves whether the Government would resort as any nation ever less prepared for war? It 
to war, how was it to be known by our mer-| would require the whole military force that you 
chants, or any other class‘of society unacquainted | now possess to constitute an adequate defence 
with the intentions and secret proceedings of | for New Orleans, New York, and Newport. It 
those exercising the powers of the Government, | is very well known that the General who will 
that the nation would be wantonly plunged into | command at New Orleans has declared to the 
a sudden war? Government, that he will not be answerable for 
He had heard it said, that the embargo. was a | the security of the place with less force than ten 
sufficient notice of the design of the Government | thousand men, which is equal to all the effective 
to resort to hostilities upon its expiration, and { troops yet raised, It wou!d be natural tosuppose 
that the people must be infatuated, who, after that no Government would declare war till it 
such warning, were not apprized of the approach- | was prepared to attack its enemy. In peace we 
12th Coy. 1st Sess.—10 
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require no defence, and shall we declare war in 
order ‘to defend ourselves? But what blow are 
you prepared to’ strike? Were you able in the 
Summer to recruit your Army of twenty-five 
thousand men, could it be employed in. any ser- 
vice im the course of this year? A soldier is not 
made inaday. The authority of a foreign offi- 
cer, now in this country, of the highest military 
reputation, he had heard frequently cited; that it 
required at least fourteen months to form a soldier 
of a recruit. This remark applied to France, 
where the officers have generally received a mili- 
tary education, and where there are so many 
models to imitate, and so many instructors to 
teach. But here the officer is.to form aS well as 
the soldier. The officer has to learn his lesson 
first, before he can, prescribe the task of the sol- 
dier. You may.possibly have a herd of men, but 
you can have no army to lead into service this 
season ; and if this herd be led against discip- 
lined troops, you can expect nothing but defeat 
and disgrace. 

But you have not got, nor can you get, the 
men during the present year. These are not the 
days of Cadmus. It will require great patience 
and industry, and a considerable length of time, 
to collect twenty-five thousand men. Have you 
the least prospect, if you declare war, of attack- 
ing Canada this season? Itsis impossible that 
you can do it with effect. You will be suffi- 
ciently occupied in. defending your frontiers 
against the savages. 

It is not on land then that you expect immedi- 
ately to assail your enemy. Is it on the ocean 
that the impression is to be made? You have 
twenty vessels of war—Britain upwards of a thou- 
sand. What will avail the activity or gallantry 
of your officers and seamen against such disparity 
of force? Your little Navy must fall immedi- 
ately, or be driven from the ocean. Some gen- 
tlemen indulge great expectations from privateers; 
but has Great Britain any unarmed or unprotected 
trade which they can attack? Privateers have 
no other object than plunder and booty. They 
avoid armed vessels—and, defended as is. the Brit- 
ish commerce in every part of the world by her 
great naval force, it is little to be expected that 
privateering will be attended with much success 
or encouragement. But while we are searching 
for the means of annoying the commerce of Brit- 
ain, does it become us to overlook at this moment 
the condition of our own? A valuable part of 
the trade from beyond the Cape of Good Hope 
has not yet ‘arrived. Of the numberless vessels 
which ‘sailed upon the eve of the embargo, few 
have returned. Your merchant vessels are without 
convoy and utterly defenceless. Your condition 
therefore, is, that with more commerce expcsed, 
your adversary will possess greater means of an- 
noyance, and the consequence must be, that we 
shall lose infinitely more than we can expect to 
gain. 

Under such circumstances, what should hurry 
us into the war? Are gentlemen afraid if they 
wait till November the world will not last long 





HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Hostilities with Great Britain. 





292 


JUNE, 1819, 


migety resentment against Britain? He believed. 
as he hoped, that there was no honorable gentle- 
man on the floor who would not live long enoug) 
to have a complete surfeit of the war, though i: 
should be postponed for a few. months. 

He said he was greatly influenced in his mo- 
fion for postponing, by,the combined considera. 
tions of the present defenceless condition of the 
country, and the ‘protection which Providence 
had given us against a maritime Power in the 
winter season. ‘During the winter months you 
will be defended by the: elements. Postpone the 
war till November, and we shall net have to dread 
an enemy on our coast till April: In the mean 
time, go on with your recruiting, fill up, discipline, 
and train an army. Take the stations, if you 
please, which will enable you to open an early 
campaign. Your trade will all have-time to re- 
turn before hostilities commence, and having all 
your ships and seamen at home, you may be pre- 
pared to put forth all’ your strength upon the ocean 
on the opening of the ensuing Spring. . Shall we, 
by an untimely precipitancy, yielding to a fret- 
ful impatience of delay, throw .our wealth into 
the hands of the enemy, and. feed that very rapa- 
city which it is our object to subdue or to punish? 

We can lose nothing by delay; much will be 
certainly saved ; and at a moment pregnant with 
great events, it was most evidently our true policy 
to temporize. You give up no right, yield no 
pretension, and profit by every day in rendering 
the condition of the country more secure, and ils 
attitude more formidable.. The just appreeiation 
of time is among tlie highest points of politica! 
sagacity. To know what step the times will 
warrant, and to take the step at the proper time. 
is generally a matter of more important and difh- 
cult consideration than the nature of the proposed 
measure. Without inquiring whether war was 
the right course for the nation to take under ex: 
isting circumstances, he did most confidently as- 
sert that this was not the time when war ought 
to be commenced. 

Mr. B. said it belonged tv the motion he had 
submitted to bring underreview the alleged causes 
of war,and to inquire into the probability of our 
attaining the objects for which we were to ew- 
bark in the war. If we are to come out of the 
war, as we enter into it, after having wasted the 
blood and treasure of the nation, and loaded the 
country with debt and taxes, it would certainly 
be more rational to submit at once to the wrongs 
we endure. If we expect to extort any conces- 
sion from Britain, we must be prepared for a long. 
obstinate, and bloody eonflict. 

Britain at this moment dves not court the quar- 
rel.» She has reduced the catalogue of our com- 
plaints; and though not disposed to surrender her 
pretensions, she has evidently made advances to- 
wards conciliation. The recent Orders in Coun- 
cil were desired to be so considered, and she has 
removed a great source of umbrage in withdraw- 
ing her armed ships fromt our coasts. She had 
offered satisfaction for the affair of the Chesa- 
peake, which our Government had accepted— 
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and sufficient, and the offence which had been 
given completely expiated. 

We are no longer at variance in relation to the 
colonial-trade. France no longer has colonies, 
and we have no oceasion to contend at present 
for any empty rights which could be exercised if 
yielded. ; mm 

The question, therefore, as to the right of a 
neutral to be:the carrier ‘of the produce of the col- 
ony of a belligerent, having been reduced by the 
course of the war to a mere question of theory, it 
no longer entered into the disputes of*the. two 
Governments. 

The question as to the impressment of our sea- 
men did not present insuperable difficulties. Brit- 
ain never contended for a right to impress Amer- 
ican seamen. The right she claims is to take 
her own subjects found in our merchant service. 
She exercises the right in relatfon to her own 
private vessels. This right she never will, nor 
can give up. If our merchant flag were a secure 
protection to British seamen who sailed under it, 
the British navy must be unmanned by desertion ; 
while our merchants can, and do pay a dollar for 
every shilling a sailor can earn in. the naval ser- 
vice of his country. 

Can it be expected that a nation which depends 
for its existence upon its naval Strength would 
yield a principle threatening the destruction of its 
maritime power? No war of any duration, or 
however disastrous, will ever extort this conces- 
sion—she may as well fall with arms in her hands, 
as to seal quietly the bond of her ruin. 

He did not know that our Government had 
ever required the unqualified abandonment of the 
right toimpress. Our complaints were chiefly of 
the abuses committed in the exercise of the right. 
It was a practice frequently attended with vio- 
lence, insult, and gross injustice. Americans were 
often, from design or mistake, seized as British 
subjects, and we have abundant evidence of the 
fact, that many of our native seamen have been 
forced into British setvice. He had always un- 
derstood, however, that such acts were not justi- 
fied by the British Government. The Govern- 
ment have never claimed the right of holding an 
American seamen against his will. The preten- 
sions of the two Governments upon this subject, 
admitted of adjustment. The chief embarrass- 
ment rose from the difficulty of distinguishing the 
sailors of thetwocountries. But he had no doubt 
that this, and all other difficulties on the subject, 
might be vanquished without having recourse to 
war. 

The dispute as to paper blockades was, for the 
present, merged in the Orders in Council. Those 
orders were now to be considered as comprehend- 
oe whole cause of war. 

_ This subject deserves to be viewed in every 
light. The Orders in Council were not at this 
time, in truth, supported upon. their original 
ground. ? 

The ex-Minister, Mr. Canning, had publicly 
and candidly confessed the fact. They were 
adopted as measures of retaliation, though they 
never deserved that character. He has,always 
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considered the Berlin and Milan decrees used as 
a mere pretext. Those decrees were vain and 
empty denunciations in relation to England. The 
plain design of the French Government was to 
deprive France of the benefits of external com- 
merce, unless the profits of it were divided with 


herself. This was fully proved, by the license 


trade. Britain carries on the very trade she de- 
nies to neutrals, and having engrossed the whole 
to herself, she excludes neutrals from a partici- 
pation. No man was more disposed than him- 
self to reprobate the wrong and injustice of the 
British Government upon this subject. They 
resort to the French decrees to justify themselves, 
and though he considered them as no justification, 
yet our Government in their conduct had admit- 
ted that the decrees placed us upon the same foot- 
ing as to France, as the orders did as to England, 
and required equal measures to both nations. 

Our Government has been pleased to say what 
he did not think, at this time, any man in the na- 
tion believed besides themselves. They have 
been pleased to say the deerées are repealed. 

This is a fact, and asserted without any proof. 
The decrees could only be repealed by the same 
power and in the same manner in which they 
were enacted. They proceeded from the sovereign 
power of France, and became the law of the 
Empire. The same power, in the solemn form of 
a law, could alone revoke them. We possess the 
decrees in all the forms of law, but have we ever 
seen, has the Government any reason to believe, 
that any decree in the form of a law has been 
passed to repeal them? The promise of a Sove- 
reiga to repeala law does not annul it, nor would 
a reference of his Minister to its being repealed 
have that effect. Every Sovereign Power, pre- 
scribes to itself a foria in which its sovereign will 
shall be known, when it is to constitute a law of 
the land. 

The decrees teach us what this form is in 
France, and we have no ground to believe that 
the decrees are repealed, till we see an act of the 
Sovereign in the same form in which they are 
found. Such is the course among ourselves. A 
law is repealed by a law passed in the same form. 
It is the practice of every nation in Europe, and 
of every civilized nation on the earth. But even 
the promise to repeal was only conditional, and it 
has never been announced to us that the Emperor 
considered theconditioa complied with on our part, 
by prohibiting the importation of British produce 
and manufactures. In fact, daily accounts are 
received of seizures made on the principles of 
those decrees;‘and to affirm that the decrees are 
repealed, was only to add _ perfidy to the atrocity 
of the conduct of the French, who do not hesitate 
to plunder, burn, and destroy our property on the 
high seas, even after abandoning the pretence with 
which at first they were respectful enough to at- 
tempt to cover their violence. 

Nothing could be more evident than the policy 
of the French Emperor, nor anything more mor- 
tifying than the success which has attended his 
juggling. He has contrived to satisfy our Gov- 
ernment that he has repealed his decrees, while 
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to the eyes of the rest of the world they appear | without gaining the paltry tradé with France, 
to be in force. By these means he has opened |The laws, of war will operate still more exten- 


our ports to the public and private ships of France, 
and shut them against those of Great Britain. 
He denies the evidence of the repeal of his de- 


crees, which he well knows, if furnished to us, | 
would immediately remove the Orders in Coun- | 


cil, and facilitate the settlement of our differences 
with England. Britain has declared that the mo- 
ment evidence is produced of the repeal of thé 
decrees, the Orders in Council shall ipso facto be 
annulled. The Emperor, instead of furnishing 
this evidence, is giving daily proofs, to our sorrow 
and loss, that the decrees are in force and opera- 
uon. ‘ 

Iam among the last men in the Senate, ‘said 
Mr. B., who would justify or defend the Orders 
in Council. They violate the eee rights of 
the nation. The ground of retaliation was never 
more than a pretext, and their plain object is to 
deprive France of neutral trade. It never was 
contended, nor does Britain now contend that she 
would be justified by the laws or usages of na- 
tions, to interdict our commerce with her enemy. 
She-covers her injustice with the cloak of retal- 
iation, and insists that she has a right to retort 
upon her enemy the evils of hisown policy. This 
is a doctrine to which Iam not disposed to agree. 
It is destruction to neutralsk—makes them the 
prey of the belligerents. It is a doctrine which 
we must resist, but the time and manner of resist- 
ance ought to be determined by a view only to 
our own interests. Because we are injured, wé 
certainly are not bound to make war before it 
is for our own benefit. There is one effect of 
this war which gentlemen ought to take into view, 
and which, to Fim, was a source of grief and hu- 
miliation. .In making war upon England we 
bring the force of the nation in aid of France. 
We are about to assist a Government from whom 
we have suffered for years past the most humilia- 
ting insults and the most atrocious wrongs. We 
are about to make acommon cause with a man 
who hates us for our language and despises us 
for our Government, and who would to-morrow, 
if he had the means, without seeking a pretence, 
add us to the list of his conquered provinces. 
This connexion should not be hastily formed. 
To other nations it has been the forerunner of 
their subjugation and ruin. Let us take time to 
consider the consequences of a step upon which 
the destiny of the nation depends. We may 
profit by delay, but can gain nothing by precipi- 
pitancy. The war will not hastily remove the 
Orders in Council. It is the principles of the 
orders, rather than their effect, of which we com- 
plain. The trade to France, which they inter- 
dict, is of little consequence to the country. Its 
annual amount is less than three millions of 
dollars, and you find it onerated with duties so 
excessive, and restricted to such articles of ex- 
change, that, even if enjoyed in safety, it would 
be productive of little profit to individuals or to 
the nation. If, however, you declare war at this 
time, you. lose the trade to Great Britain and her, 
dependencies, equal to thirty-five millionsa year, 





_ sively than the Orders in Couneil; and though 


no doubt we shall gratify the Emperor of France, 
we shall enjoy little commerce with his domin- 
ions. Asit regards, therefore, our interest, it js 
found in protracting the prevent state of affairs, 

The question on postponement was determined 
in the negative—yeas 11, nays 21, as follows: 


Yzas—Messrs. Bayard, German, Gilman, Goodrich, 
Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Pope, and Reed. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Giles, Gregg, Howell, Leib; Robinson, Smith of Mary. 
land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var- 
num, and Worthington. 


‘ On motion, by Mr, PAPEED to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill to the third day 
of: July nex!, it was determined in the negative— 
yeas 9, nays 23, as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Bayard, Dana; German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, and Lloyd. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Reed, Robinson, 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
and Worthington. 


On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill to Monday next, 
it was determined in the negative—yeas 15, nays 
17, as follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lam- 
bert, Leib, Lloyd, Reed, and Smith of Maryland. 

Naxs— Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, Pope, Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, Tay- 
lor, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Oa motion, that the Senate adjourn, it was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 18, nays 14, as 
follows: 

Yxas—Messrs, Bayard, Condit, Dana, German, Giles, 
Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, 
Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Maryland, 
and Smith of New York. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson; Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Rob- 
inson, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and. Worthing- 
ton. 

So the Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-mor- 
row. 


Wenpnespay, June 17. 


The third reading of the bill from the House 
of Representatives, entitled “An act declaring 
war between Great Britain and her dependencies. 
and the United States and their Territories,” 
was resumed. 


Whereupon, the following motion was submit- 
ted by Mr. Gites: 


Resolved, That the bill; entitled “An act declaring 
war between Great Britain and her dependencies, and 
the United States and their Territories,” be recommit- 
ted to the committee to whom was committed the Mes- 
sage of the President of the United States of the first 
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instant, with instructions to modify and amend the 
pill, in such manner as to authorize the President of 
the United States to instruct the. commanders of all 
ships of war belonging to the United States to recap- 
ture any vessel thereof bound to any port or place pro- 
hibited to such vessel by the ‘British Ordets in Coun- 
cil, dated the day of , which may.have been 
previously captured by any British armed vessel; and 
also to capture any British armed vessel which shall 
resist such’ recapture, or be found hovering on the coasts 
of the United Statés for the purpose of interrupting 
their lawful commerce, and to bring the same into any 
port of the United States for adjudication and condem- 
nation. 

And, further, to instruct the commanders of all ships 
of war belonging to the United States, to recapture any 
vessel of the United States navigating the ocean con- 
formably to the laws of nations, which may have been 
previously captured by any French armed vessel ; and 
also to capture any such French armed capturing ves- 
sel, and, in like manner, to bring in the same for adju- 
dication and condemnation. 

And to authorize the President of the United States 
to cause letters of marque and general reprisal upon the 
public and private ships and vessels, goods, and merchan- 
dise, belonging to the Crown of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, or to the subjects thereof ; 
and also’ upon the public and"private ships and vessels, 
goods, and merchandise, belonging to the Crown of 
France, or to the subjects thereof. 


And, on the question to agree to this motion, it 
was determined in the negative—yeas 14, nays 
18, as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, 
Lloyd, Pope, Reed, on Worthington. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, 
Gaillard, Howell, Leib, Robinson, Smith of Maryland, 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and Var- 
num. 


On motion, by Mr. Horsey, that, the Senate 
adjourn, it was determined in the negative—yeas 
14, nays 18, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, 
Pope, Reed, and Smith of Maryland. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, Gregg, Howell, Robinson, Smith of New York, 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
19, nays 13, as follows : 


Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, Gail- 
lard, Giles, Gregg, Leib, Robinson, Smith of Mary- 
land, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, and 
Varnum. 

Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, 
Reed, and Worthington. 

So it was resolved that the bill do pass with 
amendments. 

On motion, the title was amended, to read as 
follows: “An aet declaring. war between the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
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and the dependencies thereof, and the United 
States of America and their Territories.” 

On motion by Mr. ANDERSON, a committee 
Was appointed, to consist of two members, to 
carry the said bill to the House of Representa- 
tives, and ask their concurrence in. the amend- 
ments; and Messrs. ANpeRson and VARNUM were 
appointed the committee. 





Trourspay, June 18. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Messrs. Macon and Frinvtey, two of their 
members—Mr. Macon, chairman: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives 
concur in the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill. entitled “An act declaring war between the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
and the dependencies thereof, and the United 
States of America and their Territories.” 

Mr. VarnvM, from the committee, reported that 
they had examined and found duly enrolled the 
bill last mentioned. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Messrs. Crawrorp and Turner, the commit- 
tee on the part of the House of Representatives 
for enrolled billk—Mr. Crawrorp, chairman: 

Mr. President : The Speaker of the House of 
Representatives having signed an enrolled bill, 
we are directed to bring it to the Senate for the 
signature of their President. 

The Prestpent signed the enrolled bill last 
reported to have been examined, and it was de- 
livered to the committee, to be laid before the 
President of the United States. 

Mr. Varnvo reported, from thecommittee, that 
they, this day, laid before the President of the 
United States the enrolled bill last mentioned, 
and that the President of the United States in- 
formed the committee that he had, this day, 
approved and signed the same. 

On motion, by Mr. Varnom, 

Resolved, 'That the injunction of secrecy, in 
relation to the confidential Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States of the first instant, and 
also in relation to the private and confidential 
proceedings of the Senate since that date. be re- 
moved. 


[End of the confidential proceedings.] 





Fripay, June 19. 


The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the discharge of William Peck 
from hisimprisonment;” and, no amendment hav- 
ing been proposed, the bill was ordered toa third 
reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act authorizing the is- 
suing of Treasury notes,” was read the second time, 
and referred to a select committee, to consider and 
report thereon; and Messrs. CampsBeut of Ten- 
nessee, Bayarp, and Smiru of Maryland, were 
appointed the committee. 

Mr. Bayakp, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill supplementary toan act, entitled 
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“An act to authorize a detachment from the thi- 
litia of the United States,” reported it with an 
amendment. 

‘Mr, Anversown, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to ‘An act authorizing the President of 
the United States to raise certain companies of 
rangers for the protection of the frontier of the 
United States,” reported it amended: 

The amendments to the bill. entitled “ An act 
to amend the laws within the District of Colum- 
bia, having been reported by the committee cor- 
rectly engrossed, the bill was read a third time 
as amended, and passed, with amendments. 

. The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
conferring certain powers on the Levy Court for 
the county of Washington, in the District of 
Columbia,” having been reported by the commit- 
‘tee correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third 
time as amended, and passed with amendments. 

On motion, by Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to lay before the Senate such 
information as he may possess respecting the hos- 
tile or friendly movements and intentions of the 
Indians towards the United States, subsequent to 
the battle of Tippecanoe. 

The bill for the relief of James Wilkinson was 
resumed, as in Committee of the Whole; and 
Mr. Varnum was requested to take the Chair; 
and, after debate, the Senate adjourned. 





SarTurpay, June 20. 


On motion by Mr. Grego, the committee to 
whom was referred the petition of John Clark, 
was discharged from the further consideration 
thereof. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to ‘An act authorizing the 
President of the United States to raise certain 
companies of rangers for the protection of the 
frontier of the United Statee,” together with the 
amendments reported thereto by the select com- 
mittee ; and, after debate, it was agreed that the 
further consideration thereof be postponed to Mon- 
day next. 

he Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the act, entitled ‘ An act to 
authorize a detachment from the militia of the 
United States,” passed April 10, 1812, together 
with the amendments reported thereto by the se- 
lect committee ; and, after debate, on motion, by 
Mr. ‘Tay or, that the further consideration there- 
of be postponed to the first Monday in October 
next, it was determined in the negative—yeas 10, 
nays 19, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Crawford, 
Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Smith of New York, Taylor, 
and Turner. 

Nars—Messts. Bradley, Condit, Cutts, Dana, Frank- 
lin, Gaillard, German, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Lam- 
bert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Maryland, 
Tait, Varnum, and Worthington. 





And having agfeed to the reported amendment 
with amendments, the President reported the bil] 
to the House accordingly. And, on the question, 
Shall this bill be read the third time as amended 7 
it was determined io the affirmative, 

A message fromthe House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “ An act concerning, invalid pen- 
sioners;” in which bill they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. ‘ 

The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

The bill, entitled, “An act authorizing the dis- 
charge of Wiltiam Peck from his imprisonment,” 
was read a@ third time, and passed. 

On motion, by Mr. Greece, the committee to 
whom was referred, on the 6th of December last, 
the memoria! of the President and Managers of 
the Union Canal Company of Pennsylvania; 
also, on the 24th, the memorial of Gouverneur 
Morris and others, were discharged. 





Monpay, June 22. 


Mr. Brap.ey presented five memorials of the 
citizens of Vermont, deprecating a war with Eng- 
land, and praying the removal of the commer- 
cial restrictive system; and the mémorials were 
read. 

Mr. Greece presented fourteen memorials of six 
hundred citizens of Cumberland county, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, to the same purpose. 

Mr. Lampert presented the petition of a large 
number of citizens of the State of New Jersey, to 
the same purpose; which was read. 

The bill sopplementaty to the act, entitled “An 
act to authorize a detachment from the militia of 
the United States,” passed April 10, 1812, having 
been reported by the’ committee correctly en- 
grossed, was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Leip submitted the following motion: 


“That a committee be appointed, to join a commit- 
tee of the House of Representatives, if the House should 
think proper to appoint a committee, to examine and 
report what business is necessary to be done during 


‘the present session; at what time the two Houses 


ought to adjourn; and to what time Congress should 
stand adjourned.” 

And the motion was read. 

The bill, entitled “An act concerning invalid 
ensioners,” was read the second time, and re- 
erred to a select committee, to consider and re- 

port thereon; and Messrs, ANDERSON; Brap_ey, 
and FRANKLIN, Were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Greece, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled “An act confirming 
grants to lands in the Mississippi Territory,.de- 
rived from the British Government of West Flor- 
ida, not subsequently regranted by the Govern- 
ment of Spain or the United States,” reported it 
without amendment, 

Mr. Worruineron, from the managers at the 
conference on the bill, entitled “ An act to ascer- 
tain and establish the western ‘boundary of the 
tract reserved for satisfying the military bounties 
allowed to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia 


301 


June. 


line ¢ 
Whe 
Re 
their 
— 
by t 
» the b 
TI 
resut 
VaR 
after 
sider 
A 
infor 
their 
Sens 
and 
rese} 
lowe 
line 
the : 
the « 
enti 
priz 
act | 
pub 
Ter 
in¥ 
Sen 
T 
as 
: 1 
and 
con 
con 
the 
NU! 
poi 
N 


mit 


Se 
th: 





Le 
y= 


oo 


9° @® 


Se ee od 


RN Re OS ee CU 


301 





Jone, 1812. : 





line on continental establishment,” made report. 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate so far recede from 
their amendments to the bill above mentioned, as 
that they concur in the amegdments as modified 
by the committee of conference, and agree that 
the bill be so amended. , 

The bill for the relief of James Wilkinson was 
resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, and Mr. 
VarNuM was requested to take the Chair; and, 
after debate. it was agreed that the further eon- 
sideration thereof be postponed until to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives | 
informed the Senate that the House recede from 
their disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill, entitled “ An act to ascertain 
and establish the western boundary of the tract | 
reserved for satisfying the military bounties al- | 
lowed to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia | 
line on continental establishment,” and agree to | 
the amendments as modified by the managers at | 
the conference thereon. They have passed a bill. | 
entitled “ An act concerning letters of marque, | 





prizes, and prize goods ;” also, a bill, entitled “An | 
act giving validity to the sale of certain tracts of 
public lands, sold in the western district of the 
Territory of Orleans, now State of Louisiana ;” | 
in which bills they request the concurrence of the | 
Senate. 
The two bills last mentioned were read, and | 
assed to the second reading. 
The bill concerning letters of marque, prizes, 
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Tuespay, June 23. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
confirming claims to lands in the Mississippi Tet- 
ritory, founded on warrants of survey granted. by 
the Spanish Government,” having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, the bill 
was read a third time as amended, and passed 
with amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House agree to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
“ An act.conferring certain powers on the Levy 
Court for the county of Washington, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia,” with an amendment ; in which 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. They 
have passed a bill, entitled “ An act imposing ad- 
ditional duties upon all goods, wares, and mes- 
chandise, imported from any foreign.port or place, 
and for other purposes,” in which bill they re- 


' quest the concurrence of the Senate. 


The bill last brought up for concurrence was 
read, and passed to the second reading. 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, the bill, entitled 
An act concerning the Levy Court of the county 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia,” was 

ostponed to the first Monday in December next. 

Mr. Goopricn, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “ An act for the re- 
lief of Anna Young, heiress and representative of 
Colonel John Durkee, deceased,” reported it with- 


| out amendment. 


Mr. Tay tor, from the committee to whom was 


and prize goods, was read the second time by | referred the bill, entitled “An act making an ap- 
consent, and referred to a. select committee, to| propriation for the purpose of discharging all the 
consist of five members, to consider and report | outstanding claims for the construction and, re- 
thereon; and Messrs, Taytor, ANDERSON, VaR-/ pair of the Capitol and the President’s house, for 


nom, Currs, and Samira, of Maryland, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

Mr. Campsect, of Tennessee, from the com- | 
mittee to whom was referred the bill. entitled | 
“An act authorizing the issuing of Treasury | 
notes,” reported it with an amendment. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF tHe Unirep Srares: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

I communicate to Congress copies of a letter to the | 
Secretary of State from the Chargé d’Affaires of the 
United States at London, and of a note to him from | 
the British Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

JAMES MADISON. 


June 22, 1812. 


The Message and copies therein mentioned were | 
read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act confirming claims to latds in the Mississippi 
Territory, founded on warrants of survey granted 
by the Spanish Government,” together with the | 
amendments reported thereto by the select com- | 
mittee ; and, having agreed to the amendments, | 
the President reported the bill to the House ac- | 
cordingly, 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third | 


time as amended? it was determined in the af- | 
firmative, 


| the present session ; and, — 
| Messrs. Leis, Luoyp, Bayarp, 


the compensation of the late Surveyor of the 
Public Buildings, and for furniture for the differ- 
ent apartments of the Capitol, and for other pur- 
poses,” reported it with amendments. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


| resolution submitted yesterday, by Mr. Leu, for 


appointing @ joint committee to examine and re- 
port what business is necessary to be done during 
agreed thereto, 
ONpiT, and Tay- 
LOR, Were appointed the committee on the part 
of the Senate. 

The bill, entitled “An act giving validity to 


| the sale of certain tracts of public lands sold in 


the western district of the Territory of Orleans, 


‘now State of Louisiana,” was read the second 


time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 


| sider and report thereon ; and Messrs. Tart, Bras, 


and FRANKLIN, Were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Taytor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bilf, entitled “ An act concerning let- 
ters of marque, prizes, and prize goods,” reported 
it with amendments; which were read, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole; and, 
having agreed thereto in part, and further amend- 
ed the bill, the President reported it to the House 
accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the af- 
firmative. 
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Wepnespay, June 24. *| and report thereon ; and Messrs. Smita, of Mary. 
The amendments to the bill, entitled’ An act | !and, Campre.t, of Tennessee, and Luoyn, were 
concerning letters of marque, prizes; and prize | @ppointed the committee. 
goods,” were reported by the committee correctly The Senate proceeded to consider the ameni- 
engrossed ; and thé bill was read the third time | ™ent of the House of Representatives to the 
as amended, and further amended” by unanimous | 2endments of the Senate to the bill. entitle 
consent. . “ An act conferring certain powers on the Levy 
On the question, Shall this bill’pass as amend- | Court for the county of Washington, in the Dis. 
ed? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas | trict of Columbia, and concurred therein. 
22, nays 5, as follows : Mr. Tarr, from the committee to whom was 
Yxas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbéll referred the bill, entitled “An act giving validity 
of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, "Frenhiin, Gaillard, to the sale of certain wacts of public lands in the 
Gilman, Gregg, Howell, Leib, Pope, Reed, Robinson, | Western district of the Territory of Orleans, now 
Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, | State of Louisiana,” reported it without amend. 


Turner, Varnum, arid “Worthington. ment. . 
Nays—Messrs. Dana, Goodrich, Hunter, Lambert,| Mr. Reep, from the committee to whom was 
and Lleyd. recommitted the bill authorizing the President of 
So it’ was resolved that:this bill pass with | the United States. to lease, for a term of years, 
amendments. any part of the reservations of public ground ix 
Mr. ANpERSON submitted the following motion | the City of Washington, reported it with an 
for consideration : amendment. 


“ Whereas the United States of America, notwith- The bill for the relief of James Wilkinson was 
standing the pacific disposition which has been so die- resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, and Mr. 
tinguishingly evinced by them towards all the nations Varnum was requested to take the Chair; and 
of the world, have, nevertheless, been compelled to re- the bill having been amended, the President re- 
sort to arms for the maintenance and protection of sumed the Chair, and Mr. VaRNUM reported the 
those rights which have been achieved by the blood of | bill with an amendment, which was considered 
their fathers; and, although they have a just confi- | 10 Senate, and agreed to. 
dence in the strength of their Government, and inthe | On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed 
vigor of their own arm, yet, being taught by Holy | and read a third time as. amended? it was deter- 
Writ, to which they bow with all due reverence and | mined in the effirmative. 
submission, “ that the race is not to the swift, nor the| Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, gave notice that to- 
battle to the strong, but of the Lord who willeth and | morrow he should ask leave to bring in a bill 
doeth:” And it being at all times our indispensable | supplementary tothe act fixing the Military Peace 
duty devoutly to acknowledge the superintending prov- | Rstablishment of the United tag 
idence of Almighty God, especially in times of impend- | The pill, entitled: “ An act to authorize the is. 
ing danger and public calamity, to reverence and adore suing of Treasury notes,” was resumed as in 
Saal emteepeasdon Soc” oe a nt ra ae _ | Committee of the Who e; and, after debate, and 

et the coasideration of confidential and Executive 


Therefore, ; : 
“Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- business, the Senate adjourned. 


tives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That: a joint cominittee of both Houses 
wait on the President of the United States, and request 
that he will recommend to the people of the United 
States a day of public humiliation and prayer, to, be 
observed by supplicating Almighty God for.the safety 
and welfare of these States, and for the success of their 
arms.” 

And the motion was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House concur in 
the resolutions passed by the Senate, for the ap- 
pointment of a joint committee to examine and 
report what business is necessary to be done 
during the present session, and have appointed a 
committee on their part. The House of Repre- 
sentatives recede from their disagreement to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled 
* An aet for the more perfect organization of the 
Army of the United States,” and concur therein. 

The bill, entitled “ An act for imposing addi- 
tional duties upon all goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported from any foreign port or place, and 
for other purposes,” was read the second time, 
and referred to a select committee, to consider 





Tuurspay, June 25. 

The bill for the relief of James Wilkinson 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, was read.a third time, and passed. 

he PrestpenT communicated a letter from 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
enclosing a report of the Land Commissioners at 
St. Louis, relative to the lead mines, in obedience 
tO a provision contained in the sixth section of 
an act for ascertaining and adjusting -the titles 
and claims to land within the Territory of Or- 
leans and the district of Louisiana; and the letter 
and report were read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
act authorizing the issuing of Treasury notes,” 
together with the amendment reported by the 
select committee ; and, having agreed thereto, the 
President reported the bill to the House accord- 
ingly. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative—yeas 19, nays 5, as follows: 


Yxuas—Messrs. Anderson, Bradley, Brent, Campbell 
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of Tennessee, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, 
Gregg, Howell, Lambert, Leib, Reed, Smith of Mary- 
land, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Nars—Messrs. German, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, 
and Lloyd. 

The motion made yesterday, respecting a day 
of public humiliation and prayer, was read the 
second time ; and on the question, Shall it be en- 
grossed and read a third time? it was determined 
in the affirmative, 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill. entitled “An 
act supplementary to an act authorizing the Pres- 
ident of the United. States to raise certain compa- 
nies of rangérs for the protection of the frontier of 
the United States,” and disagreed to the amend- 
ment reported by the select committee; and, on 
motion, the bill was amended ; and the'President 
reported the amendments to the House, and it 
was agreed to amend the bill accordingly. 

On the question, Shall this vill be read a third 
time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr. Smrra, of Maryland, asked and obtained 
leave to briog in.a bill supplementary to the.act 
fixing the Military Peace Establishment of the 
United States ;” and the bill was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as.in Committee of the 
Whole, the_bill authorizing the President of the 
United States to, lease, for a term of years, any 
part of the reservations of public ground in the 
City of Washington, together with the amend- 
ment reported thereto by the select committee ; 
and Mr. VARNUM was requested to take the Chair; 
and the amendment having been agreed to, the 
President resumed the Chair, and Mr. Varnum 
reported the bill with an amendment, which was 
considered in the Senate and agreed to. And on 
the question, Shall this bill be. read a third time 
as amended ? it was determined in the affirmative 





Fripay, June 26. 


The joint resolution requesting the President 
of the United States to recommend a day. of pub- 
lic humiliation and prayer, having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, was reada 
third time; and on motion, by Mr. German, it 
was recommitted toa select committee, to con- 
sider and. report thereon ; and Messrs. Goopricn, 
Anperson, and BraDLey, were appointed the 
committee. 

The amendment to the bill, entitled “An act 
authorizing the issuing of ‘Treasury notes,” was 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
and the bill was read a*third time as amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amended ? 
it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 23, 


_ hays 8,-as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Giles,. Gregg, Howell, Lambert, 
Leib, Reed, Robinson, Smith of New York, Tait, Tay- 
lor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs, Bayard, Dana, German, Gilman, 
Goodrich, Hunter, Lloyd, and Pope. 
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So it was resolved that this: bill pass with an 
amendment. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “ An act 
supplementary to ‘An act authorizing the Presi- 
dent of the United States to raise certain compa- 
nies of rangers for the protection of the frontiers 
of the United States,” were reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrosssed. and the bill was read 
the third time as amended, and the blanks filled: 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

The bill authorizing the President of the Uni- 
ted States to lease, for a term. of- years, any part 
of the reservations of public ground in the City 
of Washington, was reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, and read a third time and the 
blank filled. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, amd that the title 
thereof be “ An act authorizing the President ‘of 
the United States to lease, for a term of years, 
any part of the reservations of public ground in 
the City of Washington.” 

Mr. Bayarp presented the memorial of the citi- 
zens of the town of Newcastle,in the State of 
Delaware, and its vicinity, praying Congress to 
direct measures for their defence, in their peculi- 
arly exposed situation.—Referred to the Secreta- 
ry for the Department of War, to consider and re- 
port thereon. 

Mr. Bravvey presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of the State of Vermont, deprecating the 
horrors of war, and praying the removal of the 
restrictive system and embargo; and the petition 
was read. 

Mr. Smita, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “ An ‘act 
for imposing additional duties upon all goods, 
wares, and merchandise, imported from any for- 
eign port or place, and for other purposes,” re- 
ported the bill with amendments; and it was 
agreed that the consideration thereof be made the 
order of the day for Monday next. 

The Prestpent communicated a letter from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, enclos- 
ing a report of the Commissioners for the district 
of Vincennes, made in pursuance of * An act pro- 
viding for the sale of certain lands in the Indiana 
Territory, and for other purposes ;” and the letter 
and report were read. 

The bill supplementary to the act fixing the 
Military Peace Establishment of the United States 
was read the second time, and referred to a select 
committee, to consider and report thereon ; and 
Messrs. Smita-of Maryland, Franxtin, and Brap- 
LEY, were appointed the committee. 





Satourpay. June 27. 


The Prestpenr eommunicated the petition of 
the Mayor, Aldermen, and inhabitants of New 
Orleans, praying the extension of a certain street 
in that city through the property of the United 
States, upon certain conditions ; and the petition 
was read. 

Mr. Smira, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill supplementary to 
the act fixing the Military Peace Establishment 
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of the United States, reported it with amend- | ments, and it was agreed that the bill be amende 
ments, which were considered as in Committee of | accordingly. ings 
the Whole, and agreed to; and the President re- | On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed, 
ported the bill to the House accordingly. and read a third time as amended? it was deter. 
On the question, Shall this bill be engrossed mined in the affirmative. : i 
and read-a third time as amended ? it-was deter-| The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
mined in the affirmative. Whole, the’bill, entitled “An act giving validity 
A-message from the House of Representatives | to the saleof certain tracts of public lands in the 
informed the Senate that the House do not con- | Western district of the Territory of Orleans, now 
eur in the amendments of the Senate to the bill, | State of Louisiana ;” and no amendment having 
entitled “An act supplementary to ‘An act qu- | been proposed, the bill was passed to the thir 
thorizing the President of the United States. to | reading. : Peer , 
raise certain companies of rangers forthe protéc- | _ The bill, entitled ‘An act for the relief of Anna 
tion of the frontier of the United States.” Young; heiress and representative of Col. John 
The Senate proceeded to consider the amerd- | Durkee, deceased,” was resdmed, as in Commu. 
ments to the bill, disagreed to by the House of | tee of the Whole; and no amendment having 
Representatives. been proposed, it was ordered to a third reading. 
On motion, by Mr. Anperson, that they re-|. Mr. Dana made a report from the committee 
cede from their amendments to the said bill, it | on the bill, entitied “An act to incorporate the 
was determined in the negative—yeas 8, nays 18, | Trastees of Washington-College :” Whereupon, 
as follows: the further consideration of the bill was postpon- 
Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Campbell of | €4 to the first Monday in December next. 
Tennessee, Pope, Robinson, Taylor, Varnum, and| On motion, by Mr, Greaa, the bill, entitled “An 
Worthington. | act for the relief of Colonel Jonathan Williams,” 
Nars—Messrs. Bradley, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, | was postponed to the first Monday .in December 
Franklin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, | next. 
Gregg, Hunter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Smith of Ma- 
ryland, Smith of New York, and Tait. 7 
On motion, by Mr. FRANKLIN, it was resolved Monpay, June 29. 
that the Senate adheré to their amendments to | The resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
the said bill. Senate to pay Henry Miller and others fifty dol- 
Mr. Leis submitted the following motion for | lars each, was read the second time. 
consideration: A message from the House of Representatives 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be di- | informed the Senate that the House have passed 
rected to pay to Henry B. Joy, Henry Miller, and To- | a bill, entitled * An act authorizing the President 
bias Simpson, fifty dollars each, as an additional com- | of the United States to lease, fot a term of years, 
pensation for their services during the present session. any part of the reservations of ground in the City 
Mr. Greco presented fifteen memorials of a | of Washington, with an amendment; in whici 
large number of citizens of Camberland county, | they request the concurrence of the Senate. 
in the State of Pennsylvania, depreeating a war| -The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
with England, and praying the removal of the Whole, the consideration of the bill, entitled “An 
commercial restrictive system. act for imposing additional duties on all goods 
Mr. Anperson, from the committee to whom | wares, and merchandise, imported from any {or- 
was referred the resolution respecting a day of | eign port or place, and for other purposes,” toge- 
public humiliation and prayer, reported it amend- | ther with.the amendments reported thereto by the 
ed ; and it was considered asin Committee of the | select committee; and Mr. GaliLLarp was re: 
Whole, and agreed to. quested to take the. Chair. 
On the question, Shall it be engrossed and read On the question to agree to the following 
a third time as amended ? it was determined in | amendment: 
the affirmative. j “Sxc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the fir 
Mr. A., also, from the committee to whom was | and second sections of the act, entitled “An act repeal- 
referred the bill, entitled “An act concerning in- | ing the act laying duties on salt, and continuing in 
valid pensioners,” reported it with amendments. | force, for a further time, the first section of the act, e1- 
The Senate resumed, ‘as in Committee of the | titled “An act fusther to protect the commerce au! 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An aet.making an ap- | seamen of the United States against the Barbary Pov- 
propriation for the purpose of discharging all the | ers,” passed the third day of March, 1807, be and the 
outstanding claims for the construction and repair | same are hereby repealed :”’ 
of the Capitol and the President’s house; for the | It was determined in the negative—yeas 1), 
compensation of the late Surveyor of. the Public | nays 17, as follows: 
Buildings ; ge Sean for the different; yuic-—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Condit, Cutts 
apartments of the Capitol, and for other pur- | German, Giles, Gilman, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, 
poses,” together with amendmeots reported there- | Reed, and Smith of Maryland. 
o by the select committee; and Mr. Grece was} Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell 
equested to take the Chair; and, having agreed | of Tennessee, Crawford, Dana, Franklin, Gaillard, 
o the report, the Presipent resumed the Chair, | Goodrich, Howell, Hunter, Smith of New York, Tait, 
nd Mr. Greee reported the bill with amend- | Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 
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On the question, to agree to the following | morial of the citizens of Newcastle, in the State 
amendment: strike out “ one hundred,” section 1, | of Delaware, and its vicinity, referred to him on 
line 3. it was determined in the negative—yeas | the 26th instant ; and the report was read. 

13, nays 19, as follows: ' The PrestpentTalso communicated a statement 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- of the proceedings of the citizens of New York, 
man, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, | signed Henry Rutgers, chairman, approving the 
Pope, Reed, and Smith, of Maryland. measures of Government at this eventful crisis ; 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, | which was read. 


' Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford,’ Cutts,| Mr. Tarr presented-a copy of the resolution en- 


_ Franklin, Gaillard, Howell, Leib, Robinson, Smith of | tered into by citizens of Milledgeville and its vi- 


' Pope, Reed, Smith of Maryland, and Smith of New 


| New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Wor- | cinity, in the State of Georgia, expressing their 


thington. confidence in the National Councils, and their de- 

On the question to agree to the amendment | termination to support the measures of Govern- 
proposed, to strike out the words “passing of this | ment; which was read, 
act,” section 1, line 7, it was determined in the The bill, entitled “An act to facilitate the trans- 
negative—yeas 15, nays 17, as follows: fer of stock, created under an act passed the 10th 

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Brent, Dana, German, Giles, | of November, 1803,” was read threetimes by unan- 
Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, | imous consent, and passed. 

The bill, entitled “An act to compensate for 
his services the President pro tempore of the- 
Senate, acting as such when the office of Vice 
President of the United States shall be vacant,” 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The bill supplementary to the act fixing the 
Military Peace Establishment of the United 
States, having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, was read a third time and 
amended by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “An-act respecting the pay of the Ar- 
my of the United States.” 

The bill, entitled “An act giving validity to the 
sale of certain tracts of public fand in the West- 
ern district of the Territory of Orleans, now State 
inson, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, Tait, | of Louisiana,” was read a third time, and passed. 
Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of Anna 

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- | Young, heiress and representative of Colonel 
man, Goodrich, Horsey,.Hunter, Lloyd, and Reed. —| John Durkee, deceased,” was read the third time, 

A message from the House of Representatives | and passed. 
informed the Senate that the House have passed The resolution requesting the President of the 
the bill, entitled “An act to compensate for his | United States to recommend a day of public hu- 
services the President pro tempore of the Senate, | miliation and prayer, having been reported by 
acting as such when the office of Vice President | the committee correctly engrossed, was read the 
of the United States shall be vacant ;” also, the | third time. 
bill, entitled “Anact to facilitate the transfer of |} On the question, Shall this resolution pass? it 
stock created under an act passed on the 10th of | was determined in the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 
November, 1803 ;” in which bills they request the | 4, as follows: 
concurrence of the Senate. Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Brent, Condit, 
Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, German, Giles, Goodrich, 
Horsey, Howell, Lambert, Lloyd, Robinson, Tait, Tay- 

TueEspay, June 30. lor, ieab, Varnum, and Worthington. i 

The Presipent communicated a letter, signed | Naxs—Messrs. Bibb, Franklin; Gilman, and Smith 
William Duane, with a treatise on military tac- | of New York. 
ties; and the letter was read. So the resolution passed as follows: 

On motion, by Mr. Saru, of Maryland, the “It being a duty peculiarly incumbent in a time of 
President was requested to acknowledge the re- public calamity and war, humbly and devoutly to ac- 
ceipt of the “Hand Book for Infantry,” from | knowledge our dependence on Almighty God, and to 
William Duane. _ | implore his aid and protection : Therefore, 

Mr. Luoyp presented the memorial of the in-|  « Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
habitants of the town of Salem, ia the State of | gives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 
Massachusetts, depreeating a war with Great | sembled, That a joint committee of both Houses of 
Britain, and representing it peculiarly calamitous Congress wait on the President of the United States, 
to them, in the exposed situation of their com- | and request that he recommend a day of public humili- 
merce ; and the memorial was read. ation and prayer, to be observed by the people of the 

The Paesipent communicated a report of the | United States, with religious solemnity and the offering 
Secretary for the Department of War, on the me- | of fervent supplications to Almighty God for the safety 


York. 
Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Campbell 


of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, Franklin, 
Gaillard, Howell, Leib, Robinson, Tait, Taylor, Tur- 
ner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

And, having disagreed to the report of the se- 
lect committee, the Presipent resumed the Chair, 
and Mr. Gaiuuarp reported the bill to-the House 
without amendment. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time? it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 
22, nays 10; as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
Campbell of ‘Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Howell, Lambert, Leib, Pope, Rob- 
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SENATE. 


and welfare of these States, his blessing on their arms | ment of the House of Representatives to the bj) 


and the speedy restoration of peace.” 


Ordered, That Messrs. Anperson and Goop- 
nich be the committee on the part of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House recede from 
their disagreement to the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the bill, entitled, “An act supplementary to 
‘An act authorizing the President.of the United 
States to raise certain companies of rangers for 
the protection of the frontier of the United States.” 
They have passed a’bill, entitled “An act supple- 
mentary to an act, entitled ‘An act giving further 
time to purchasers of public lands northwest of 
the river Ohio to complete their payments,” in 
which bill they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The bill last brought, up for concurreace’ was 
read, and passed tothe second reading. 

The bill, entitled “An act for imposing addi- 
tional duties upon all goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise, imported from any foreign port or place, and 
for other purposes,” was read the third time. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass? it was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 9, as 
follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Howell, Lambert, Leib, Robinson, 
Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, 
and Worthington. 

Nays—Meesrs. Bayard, Dana, German, Giles, Gil- 
man, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, and Lloyd. 

So it was resolved that this bill pass. 

The bill, entitled “An act confirming grants to 
lands in the Mississippi Territory, derived from 
the British Government of West Florida, not sub- 
sequently regranted by the Government of Spain 
or of the United States,” was considered, as in 
Committee of the Whole; and no amendment 
having been proposed, it was ordered to a third 
reading. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
making an appropriation for the purpose of dis- 
charging all the outstanding claims for the con- 
struction and repair of the Capitol and the Presi- 
dent’s house, for the compensation of the late Sur- 
veyor of the Public Buildings, and for furniture 
for the different apartments of the Capitol, and 
for other purposes,” having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, the bill was read 
a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments, 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act concerning in- 
valid pensioners,” together with the amendments 
reported thereto by the select committee, and Mr. 
VARNUM Was requested to take the Chair, and the 
amendments having been agreed to, the President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Varnum reported the 
bill with amendments, which were considered in 
the Senate and agreed to. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

The Senate took into consideration the amend- 
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authorizing the President of the United States ;, 
lease, for a term of years, any part of the reserya. 
tions of public ground in the City of Washington. 
and, resolved that they do not concur therein, | 

The Senate resumed the resolution to authori, 
the Secretary of the Senate to pay Henry B. J,, 
and others fifty dollars each, as an additional coy. 
pensation for their services during the presey; 
session. 

On the question, Shall this resolution be ¢. 
grossed and read a third time? it was determine; 
in the affirmative, 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent or THe Unitrep States: 

To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

With a view the better to adapt to the public servi¢: 
thé volunteer force contemplated by the act passed 0) 
the sixth day of February, I recommend to the consil. 
eration of Congress the expediency of making the re. 
quisite provision for the officers thereof being commis. 
sioned by the authority of the United States. 

Considering the distribution of the military forces o/ 
the United States required by the circumstances of ow 
country, I recommend also to the consideration of Con. 
gress the expediency of providing for the appointment 
of an additional number of general officers, and of depu- 
ties in the adjutant’s, quartermaster’s, inspector's, an( 
paymaster’s departments of the army, and for the en- 
ployment, in cases of emergency, of additional engi. 
neers. JAMES MADISON. 

June 30, 1812. 


‘The Message was read ; and, referred to a selec! 
committee, to consider.and report thereon ; ani 
Messrs. Smiru of Maryland, ANDERSON, and Gies, 
were appointed the committee, 





Wepnespay, July 1. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House recede frow 
their amendment to the bill, entitled “An act av- 
thorizing the. President of the United States 
lease, for a term of years, any part of the reserva- 
tions of public ground in the bity of Washington.” 
They disagree tothe first amendment of the Sen- 
ate to the bill, entitled “An act making an appro: 
priation for the purpose of discharging all the ou 
standing claims for the construction and repair 0! 
the Capitol and President’s house ; for the com- 
pensation of the late Surveyor of the Public Buili- 
ings ; and for furniture for the different apartments 
of the Capitol, and other purposes,” and agree \ 
the other amendment with an amiendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend: 
ment to the bill making appropriations respect: 
ing the Capitol, mentioned as disagreed to by the 
House of Representatives in the last message: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That they srecede from their firs! 


319) | 


amendment, and agree to the amendment of the | 
House of Representatives to the other amend | 


ment to the said bill. 

The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
concerning invalid pensioners,” having been re- 
ported by the committee correctly engrossed, the 
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Li . bill was read a third time as amended, and passed | The bill from the House of Representatives 
oryg. B with amendments. i | entitled An act fixing the time of the next meet- 
ton: Mr. Ler, from the joint committee appointed | ing of Congress,” was read the second time. 
7 on the part of the Senate on the subject, reported The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
_ a resolution authorizing the President. of the | sentatives, authorizing the President of the Sen- 
‘te Senate and Speaker of the House of Represent- | ate and Speaker of the House of Represehtatives 
tay atives to adjourn their respective Houses on the | to adjourn their respective Houses, was read the 
Sent 6th day of July instant. The resolution’ was | second time. 
read, and passed to the second reading. A message from the House of Representatives 
en. Mr. Lere also asked and obtained leave to re- | informed the Senate that the House have passed 
ined port a bill fixing-the time for the next meeting of | a bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the acts 
Congress; and the bill was read, and passed to | heretofore passed on the a of a uniform 
the the second reading. | rule of naturalization;” a bill, entitled “An act 
The bill, entitled “An act giving further time | supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An act re- 
to purehasers of public lands northwest of the | specting alien enemies ;” also, a bill, entitled “An 
river Ohio to complete their payments,” was | act making a further appropriation for the defence 
ths read the second time,.and referred to a select | of the maritime frontier, and for the support of 
lo committee, to consider and report thereon; and | the Navy of the United States;” in which bills 
nsid. Messrs. WorTHINGTON, FRANKLIN, and Brap- they request the concurrence of the Senate. 
b Tes LEY, were appointed the committee. | The three bills last mentioned were read, and 
is. The bill, entitled “An act to compensate for | passed to the second reading. 
his services the President, pro tempore, of the| Mr. Smrra, of Maryland, from the committee 
soi F Senate, acting as such when the office of Vice | to whom was referred, on the 30th of June, the 
our President of the United States shall be vacant,” | Message of the President of the United States of 
von. J was read the second time, and referred toa select | that date. reported a bill supplementary to the 
nent committee, to consider and report thereon; and | act, entitled “An act authorizing the President of 
epu- Messrs. Smirn, of New York, Bayarp. and | the United States to accept and organize certain 
and Smiru, of Maryland; were appointed the com- | volunteer military corps ;” and the bill was read, 
— mittee. | and passed to the second reading. 
“ On motion, by Mr. Smrrn, of Maryland, the | 
™ committee to whom was referred, on the 20th of F Jain 2 
November last, the memorial'of the representa- ' MAT LOM, ©. : = 
lee tives of the religious society of Friends, cf the | The bill supplementary to the act, entitled “An 
and yearly meeting held in Baltimore, were discharged | 2¢t authorizing the President of the United States 
LES, from the further consideration thereof. "| to accept and organize certain volunteer military 
The resolution submitted on the 27th of June | Corps,” was read the second time. 
was read a third time and passed, as follows: | The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the’Senate be | act, entitled ‘An act respecting alien enemies,” 
ves directed to pay to Henry B. Joy, Henry Miller, | W45 read the second time, and referred toa select 
‘om and Tobias’Simpson, fifty dollars each, as an ad- | Committee, to consider and report thereon; and 
au: ditional compensation for their services during | Messrs. Biss, Braptey, and Bayarp, were ap- 
5 to the present session. | pointed the committee. : 
vas The bill, entitled “An act concerning grants of | The bill, entitled “An act makinga further ap- 
cn,” lands in the Mississippi Territory, derived from | Propriation for the defence of the maritime fron- 
el: the British, Government of West Florida. not | tier,.and for the support of the Navy of the Uni- 
10° subsequently regranted by the British Govern- | ted States,” was read the second time, and re- 
ut: ment, of Spain, or of the United States.” was | ferred to a select committee, tu consider and re- 
of read a third time, and passed. port thereon; and Messrs. FRanKuIN, Lioyo, 
m- A message from the House of Representatives | aad Sirs, of Maryland, were appointed the 
ld informed the Senate that the House have passed | committee. 
nis a bill, entitled “An act fixing the time for the | Mr. Bravuey presented the memorial of the 
he next meeting of Congtess ;” also, a joint resolu: | inhabitants of the town of “Waterford, in the 
tion authorizing the President of the Senate and | State of Vermont, deprecating a war with Eng- 
ad- Speaker of the House of Representatives to ad- | !and, and praying the removal of the commercial 
ct. journ their respective Houses on Monday, the 6th | restrictive system. 
he | day of July instant. | The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the 


re: The bill ‘and resolution last mentioned were | acts heretofore passed on the subject of an unt- 
| read, and passed to the second reading. form rule of naturalization,” was read the second 





rst | time. 

he | A message from the House of Representatives 

d- | Taurspay, July 2. informed the Senate that the House have passed 
Mr. Worrunineron, from the committee to | a bill, entitled “An act to prohibit American ves- 

et whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act giv- | sels from proceeding to, or trading with, the ene- 

a, ing further time to purchasers of public lands | mies of the United States, and for other purpo- 

he northwest of the river Ohio, to complete their | ses;” and a bill, entitled “An act making addi- 


payments,” reported it without amendment. | tional appropriations for the Military Establish- 
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ment and forthe Indian department for the year 
1812;” in which bills they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The two bills last brought up for concurrence 
were read, and passed to the second reading. 

The joint resolution which originated im the 
House of Representatives, authorizing the Pres- 
ident of the Senate and Speaker of the House 
of Representatives to adjourn their respective 
Houses on Monday the 6th of July, was resumed, 
as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to a 
third reading. 

The Senate resumed, asin Committee of the 
Whole, the bill; entitled “An act supplementary 
to the act, entitled ‘An act giving further time to 
purchasers of public lands northwest of the river 
Ohio to complete their payments ;” and Mr. Var- 
NUM Was.requested to takethe Chair; and, after 
debate, the Prestpent resumed the Chair; and 
Mr. Varnum reported the bill without amend- 
ment. 

Ono motion, by Mr. German, that the further 
consideration thereof be postponed until the first 
Monday in November next, it was determined in 
the negative ; and the bill was ordered to a third 
reading. 

The bill which originated in the House of 
Representatives, entitled “An act fixing the time 
for the next meeting of Congress,” was resumed, 
as in Committee of the Whole; and ordered to 

-a third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act authorizing the President 
of the United States to accept and organize cer- 
tain volunteer military curps;” also, a bill, enti- 
tled “An act for the relief of George Lyon ;” in 
which bills they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned were read, and 
passed to the second reading. ; 

The joint resolution which originated in the 
House of Representatives, authorizing the Pres- 
ident of the Senate and Speaker of the House 
of Representatives to adjourn their respective 
Houses on the 6th day of July, instant, was read 
a third time, and concurred in. 

Mr. Smita, of New York, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
to compensate for his services the President pro 
tempore of the Senate, acting as such when the 
office of Vice President of the United States 
shall be vacant,” reported it with an amendment. 

The bill from the: House of Representatives, 
entitled “An act supplementary to the act, enti- 
tled "An act authorizing the President of the Uni- 
ted States to accept ‘and organize certain volun- 
teer military corps,” was read the second time by 
unanimous consent, and referred to the committee 
appointed the 30th of June, on the Message of 
the President of the United States of that date, 
to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Frank in, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act making a 
further appropriation for the defence of the mar- 

-itime frontier, and for the support of the Navy 


Proceedings. 


Jury, 1819. 
of the United States,” reported it without amend. 
ment; and the bill was resumed as in Committe, 
of the Whole; and Mr. GatLuarp: was requeste) 
to take the Chair; and, no amendment having 
been proposed, the President resumed the Chair; 
and Mr. GaitLarp reported the bill withou 
amendment, and it was ordered to a third reading, 

On. motion, by Mr. Smuru, of Maryland, the 
bill last mentioned was read a third time by 
unanimous consent, and passed. 





Sarorpay, July 4, 

The bill, entitled “An act to prohibit Ameri- 
can vessels from proceeding to, or trading with, 
the enemies of the United States, and for other 
purposes,” was read the second time, and referred 
to a select committee, fo consider and report 
thereon; and Messrs. TayLor, FRANKLIN, and 
VARNUM, Were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Smira, of Maryland, submitted the fol- 
lowing motion for consideration : 


Resolved, That, at the commencement of every ses- 
sion, in the absence of the Vice President, or when 
the office of Vice President shall be vacant, by death, 
resignation, or otherwise, the Senate shall elect a Pres. 
ident pro tempore. 

The bill, entitled “An act for the relief of 
George Lyon,” was read the second time, and on 
motion, by Mr. Lets,” the further consideration 
thereof was postponed to the first Monday in 
December next. 

Mr. Smita, of Maryland, from the committee 
to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An act author- 
izing the President of the United States to ac- 
cept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps,” reported it with an amendment; which 
was considered as in,Committee of the Whole; 
and Mr. ANDERSON was requested to take the 
Chair; and the Presipent having resumed the 
Chair, Mr. ANDERSON reported the bill amended, 
and it was agreed to in the Senate ; and the bill 
was amended accordingly, and ordered to the 
third reading as amended. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act to compensate 
for his sérvices the President pro hempore of the 
Senate, acting as such when the office of Vice 
President of the United States shall be vacant ;” 
and Mr. Varnoum was requested to take the Chair; 
and the President having resumed the Chair, Mr. 
Varnoo reported the bill with an amendment. 

On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
time as amended? it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

The amendment to the bill last mentioned, hav- 
ing been reported by the.committee correctly en- 
grosse:!, the bill was read the third time as amend- 
ed by unanimous consent, and passed. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a bill, entitled “An act authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to suspend the payment of certain 
bills drawn by John Armstrong, late Minister of 
the United States at the Court of France, upon 
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Jouy, 1812. 7 
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the Treasury of the United States ;” a bill, enti-| the bill, entitled “An act supplementary to the 
tled “ An act supplementary to the * Act author. | acts heretofore passed on the subject of an uni- 
izing a loan for a sum not exceeding eleven mil- | form rule of naturalization,” without amehdment ; 


‘lions of dollars ;” and a bill, entitled “ An act | and the bill was resumed as in Committee of the 


authofizing a subscription for the old six per cent. | Whole, and Mr. Leis was requested to take the 


_ and deferred stocks, and providing for an exchange | Chair ; and, no amendment having been proposed, 
of the same ;” in which bills they request the | the President resumed the Chair, and Mr. Lets 


concurrence of the Senate. They have passed the | reported the bill without amendment, and it was 
bill from the Senate, entitled “ An act respecting | ordered to the third reading. 
the pay of the Army of the United States,” with | Oa motion, the bill was, by unanimous consent, 
an amendment, in which they request the concur- | read a third time, and passed. 
rence of the Senate. | The bill, entitled “ An act making additional 
The Senate preceeded to consider the amend- | appropriations for the Military Establishment and 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill | for the Indian department, for the year 1812,” 
last mentioned, and concurred therein. was read the second time, and resumed as in Com- 
The three bills last brought up for concurrence | mittee of the Whole; and Mr. Smira, of Mary- 
were severally read by unanimous consent; aod land, was requested to take the Chair; and, no 
it was agreed, by unanimous consent, that the | amendment having been proposed, the President 
bill, entitled “An act authorizing a subscription | resumed the Chair, and Mr. Samira, of Maryland, 
for the old six per centeand deferred stocks, and | reported the bill without amendment, and it was 
providing for an exchange of the same,” be refer- | ordered to a third reading. 





_ red toa select committee, to consider and report | On motion, the bill was read a third time by 


' mentary to the acts heretofore passed on the sub- | 


thereon ; and Messrs. TayLor, CampBe.t of Ten- | unanimous consent, and passed. 

nessee, and Smirxa of Maryland, were appointed | ‘The bill, entitled “ An act authorizing the See- 

the committee. retary of the Treasury to suspend the payment of 
On motion, by Mr. Campsett, of Tennessee, | certain bills drawaby John Armstrong, late Min- 
Resolved, That the President of the United | ister of the United States at the Court of France, 

States be requested to lay before the Senate a | upon the Treasury of the United States,” was 

copy of such discussions and correspondence rela- | read the second time by unanimous consent. 

tive to British impressments of seamen from Ame-| The bill, entitled “ An act supplementary to 

rican vessels, as may not shave been heretofore | the act authorizing a loan for a sum not exceed- 

communicated. | ingeleven millions of dollars,’ was read the second 
On motion, the bill, entitled ‘“ An act supple- | time by unanimous consent. 








ject of an uniform rule of naturalization,” was re- Su c peaain 
ferred to the committee to whom was referred the PRPAY, awy. 
bill, entitled “ An act supplementary to the act, A message from the House of Representatives 
entitled ‘An act respecting alien enemies,” to | informed the Senate that the House have passed 
consider and report thereon. a bill, entitled “ An act for the safe-keeping and 
The bill from the House of Representatives, | accommodation of prisoners of war;” and a bill, 
entitled “An act fixing the time for the next | entitled “ An act making further provision for the 


meeting of Congress,” was read a third time, and | Army of the United States, and for other pur- 


passed. poses ;” in which bills they request the concur- 
The bill, entitled “An act supplementary to | rence of the Senate. ; 
the ‘ Act giving further time to purchasers of pub- | | The two bills last mentioned were twice read 


lic lands northwest of the river Ohio to complete | by unanimous consent. 

their payments,” was read a third time and passed. | . The amendment to the bill, entitled “An act 
Mr. Sree: from the committee to whom was | supplementary to the act, entitled ‘An act author- 

referred the bill, entitled “ An act supplementary | izing the President of the United States to ac- 

to the act, entitled ‘An act respecting alien ene- |cept and organize certain volunteer military 

mies,” reported it with an amendment, which was corps,” having been reported by the committee 

considered as in Committee of the Whole, and.| correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time 

Mr. ANDERSON was requested to take the Chair ; | as amended. _ pan 

and the report having been agreed to, the Presi- | On the question, Shall this.bill pass as amended ? 

dent resumed the Chair,and Mr. ANDERSON re-|it was determined in the affirmative—yeas 14, 

ported the bill with an amendment; and it was nays 6, as follows: 

agreed that the bill be amended accordingly. Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Condit, 
On the question, Shall this bill be read a third | Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, Howell, Robin- 

time as amended ? it was determined in the affir- | son, Smith of New York, Tait, Taylor, and Varnum. 

mative. Naxs—Messrs. Bayard, Gilman, Goodrich, Leib, 

_ The amendment to the bill last mentioned hav- | Lloyd, and Smith of Maryland. 

ing been reported by the committee correctly en-|, So it was resolved, that this bill pass with an 

grossed, the bill was read the third time as amend- | amendment. 

ed by unanimous consent, and passed with an| On motion, by Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, the 

amendment. bill, entitled “An act making further. provision 
Mr. Biss, from the same committee, reported | for the Army. of the United States, and for other 
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purposes,” was referred to a select committee to | Whole, the bill, entitled “ An act supplementary 
consider and report thereon ; and Messrs. Smiru, | to the ‘Act authorizing a loan for a sum not ex. 
of Maryland, Anperson, and Taytor, were ap-| ceeding eleven millions of doallars;” and Mr, 
pointed the committee. | VaRNUM was requested to take the Chair; anj 
Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, from the committee. no amendment having been proposed, the Presj- 
last mentioned, reported the bill without amend-/ dent resumed the Chair, and Mr. Varnum tre. 
ment. — ; | ported the bill without amendment ; and, on mo. 
The motion-made vesterday, by Mr. Smrru, of | tion, by Mr. Smrra, of Maryland, the bill was 
Maryland, on the mode of electing the President | amended. 
pro tempore of the Senate, was resumed; and,| On the question, Shall this bill be read a third 
on motion, by Mr. Tay or, the further consider- | time as amended ? it was-determined in the affir. 





ation thereof was postponed to the first Monday | 
in November next. 

Mr. Tay tor, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill; entitled “An act authorizing a 
subscription for the old six per cent. amd deferred 
stocks, and providing for an exchange for the 
same,” reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Taytor, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled “An act to prohibit 
American vessels from proceeding to, or trading 
with, the enemies of the United States, and for 


mative. 

The amendment to the bill last mentioned 
having been reported by the committee correcily 
engrossed, the bill was read a third time by unani- 
mous consent; and was further amended by con. 
sent, and passed with amendments. 

On motion, by Mr. Varnum, the committee to 
whom was referred, on the 15th June, the menio- 
rial of Charles W. Goldsborough and others, were 
discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
and it was postponed to the first Monday in No- 


other purposes,” reported it with ‘amendments, | vember next. 


which were considered as in Committee of the 
Whole; and Mr. ANpEeRSON was requested to 


take the Chair, and the amendments were in part 


The bill, entitled “An act authorizing a sub- 
scription for the old six per cent., and deferred 
stocks, and providing for ‘an exchange of the 


agreed to; and the President having resimed the | same,” was resumed, as in Committee of the 


Chair, on motion the Senate adjourned. 





Monpay, July 6. 


On motion, by Mr. Goopricn, the committee 
to whom were referred the memorial of How- 
ard, Fitch, and Lloyd, of New York, and of 
Boardman and Pope, of Boston, were discharged 
from the further consideration thereof. 

On motion, by Mr. Luioyp, the committee to 
whom was feferred the petition of Jonathan 
Grout, were discharged from the further consid- 
eration thereof, and it was referred to the Sec- 
retary for the Department of War, to consider 
and report thereon. 


The Senate resumed. as in Committee of the 





Whole, the bill, entitled “An act to prohibit 
American vessels from proceeding to, or trading 
with, the enemies of the United States, and for 
other purposes ;” and Mr. ANDERSON was re- 
quested to take the Chair. 

On motion, by Mr. Luoyp, to strike out, from 
section three, lines one and two, the words.“ and 
the armed forces of the same:” it was determined 
in the affirmative—yeas 17, nays 1, as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Anderson, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, How- 
ell, Leib, Lioyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, Smith of 
New York, Tait, and Taylor. 

Nary—Mr. Varnum. 

And the bill having been further amended, the 
President resumed the Chair, and Mr. AnpDsrR- 
SON reported the bill with amendments, which 
were considered in Senate and agreed to. 

The amendments to the bill last mentioned 
having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, the bill was read a third time by unani- 
mous consent, and passed with amendments. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole; and no amendment having been pro- 
posed, it was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion, the bill last mentioned was read a 
third time by unanimous consent, and passed. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act making further 
provision for the Army of the United’ States, and 
for other purposes,” and Mr. FrRanKLIN was re- 
quested to take the Chair; and, on motion, by 
Mr. Smira, of Maryland, the bill was amended. 

The Presipent resumed the Chair, and Mr. 
FRrank.in reported the bill with an amendment. 

On the question to agree to the amendment 
made in Committee of the Whole, to wit: “to 
strike out the first section,” it was determined in 
the negative—yeas 11, nays 11, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Crawford, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, 
Horsey, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, Tait, 
and Taylor. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb Brent, Campbell 
of Tennessee, Condit, Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, How- 
ell, Smith of New York, and Varnum, 

And no further amendment having been pro- 
posed, the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill was then read a third time by unani- 
mous consent, and passed—yeas 12, nays 10, as 
follows: 


Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Cutts, Franklin, Howell, Robin- 
son, Smith of New York, Tait and Varnum. 

Nays—Messrs. Crawford, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, 
Horsey, Leib, Lloyd, Pope; Smith of Maryland, and 
Taylor. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill, entitled “An act authorizing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to suspend the pay- 
ment of certain bills drawn by John Armstrong, 
late Minister of the United States at the Court 
of France, upon the Treasury of the United 
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‘ States 2 wild Mr. ANDERSON was. requested to] Mf. Rosinson, from the committee, reported 


> take the Chair and no amendment having been | that they had waited on the President of the Uni- 


_ proposed, the President resumed the Chair, and } ted States, who informed them that hé had no fur- 
’ Mr. ANveRsoN reported the bill without amend-) ther communications to make to the two Houses 


+ algae 


meat, and it was ordered,to a third reading. ~ 
The bill was then read a third time by unani-| 
- mous consent, and passed. 


of Congress. 


Ordered, That the Secretary inforay the House 


| of Representatives that the Senate, having fin- 


Oo motion, by Mr. Taytor, the committee to | ished the legislative business before them,: are 
whom was referred‘ the joint resolution author- | about to adjourn. 


izing the President of the United States to cause | 


Agreeably to the joint resolution, the Presi- 


an accurate census of the inhabitants of the Mis- | peNT then adjourned the Senate, to meet on the 
sissippi Territory. to be taken, were discharged | first Monday in November next. 


from the further.consideration thereof, and it was 
postponed tothe first Monday in November next. 

On motion, by Mr. Taytor, the committee to 
whom was referred the bill in addition to the act, 
entitled “An act supplementary to the act, entitled 
‘An act concerning the commercial intercourse 
between the United States and Great Britain and 
France, and their dependencies, and for other 
purposes, were discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof, and it was postponed to the first 
Monday in November next. 

The Present communicated a letter from | 
Colonel Alexander Smyth, transmitting to. the 
Senate the first copy of an edition of “ Regula- 
tions for the field exercise, manceuvres, and con- 
duct, of the Infantry of the United States ;” and 
the letter was read. 


ee. 


Siz o'clock in the Evening. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate that the House have passed 
a resolution for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee to wait on the President of the United 
States and notify him of the intended recess, aad 
have appointed a committee on their part, in 
which they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion from the House of Representatives for the 
appointment of a joint committee to wait on the | 
President of the United States, and notify him 
of the intended recess, and concurred therein, 
and Méssrs. Roginson and ANDERSON were ap- 
pointed a committee on the part of the Senate. 

The following Message was received from the 
Presipent OF THE Unirep Srares: 

To the Senate of the United States : 

[ transmit to the Senate copies and extracts of doc- 
uments in the archives of the Department of State, 
falling within the purview of their resolution of the 
fourth instant, on the. subject of British impressments 
from American vessels.. ‘The information, though. vo- 
luminous, might heve been ehlarged: with more time 
for research and preparation. In some instances it 
might, at the same time, have been abridged, but for 
the difficulty of separating the matter extraneous to 
the immediate object of the resolution. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Jury 6, 1812. 





The Message and documents were read, and | 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 
_ A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the Senate, that the House, having fin- 
ished the business. before thema, are about to ad- 
journ. 
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Satourpay, June 20, 1812. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Harper and Mr. Fisk, two of their mem- 
bers—Mr. Harper, chairman: 


Mr. President: The House of Representatives 
have passed a “resolution authorizing the Presi- 
dent of the United States to issue a proclamation 
to the inhabitants of the British American Con- 
tinental Provinces,” in which they request the 
concurrence of the Senate. 


The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in’ Congress 
assembled, That in case it shall be deemed necessary, 
in order to vindieate the just rights, or to secure the 
safety of the United States, to invade the provinces of 
Upper and. Lower Canada, Nova Scotia,and New Bruns- 
wick, or either of them, the President of the United 
States be and he hereby is authorized and empowered 
to issue a proclamation, addressed to the inhabitants of 
said provinces, assuring them, in the name of the peo- 
ple of these States, that in case the said provinces, or 
any of them, shall come into the possession of this 
Government, the inhabitants of such province or pro- 
vinces shall be secured and protected in the full enjoy- 
ment of their lives, liberty, property, and religion, in 
as fall and ample manneras the same are secured to 
the people of the United States by their constitutions ; 
and that the said proclamation be promulgated and 
circulated, in the manner which, in the opinion of the 
President, shall be -best calculated to give it general 
publicity. 

Ordered, That the resolution pass to a seeond 
reading. 





Monpay, June 22. 


The resolution from the House of Representa- 
tives, “authorizing the President of the United 
States to issue a proclamation to the inhabitants 
of the British American Continental Provinces,” 
was read the second time, and referred to a seleet 
committee, to consist of five members, to consider 
and report thereon. 

Ordered, That Messrs. ANperson, Smirn, of 
Maryland, Smrru, of New York, Dana, and Var- 
nuM, be the committee. 
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Wepnespay, June 24. 
The following confidential Message was receiv- 
ed from the Presipen? or THE Unirep Srares: 
To the Senate of the United States : 
I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secretary of 
War, complying with their resolution of the 19th inst. 


JAMES MADISON. 
Sung 23, 1812. 


The Message and report were read. ’ 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the committee to whom 
was referred thé resolution from the House of 
Representatives, authorizing the Président of the 
United States to issue a proclamation to'the in- 
habitants of. the British American Continental 
Provinces, reported it without amendment. 





Tuurspay, June 25. 


The resolution from the House of Represénta- 
tives, authorizing the President of the United 
States to issue a proclamation to the inhabitants 
of the British Ameri¢an Continental Provinces, 
was resumed’ as in Committee of the Whole; 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Baewin Regine 


7 ng south of the Mississippi. Territory and 
of 






—————————_—— Se 


he State of Georgia, and for othef purposes,” 
in which. they request the concurrence of the 
Senate, and that the. bill be considered confiden- 
tially. ; 
’ The bill last brought. up for,concurrence was 
read, as follows: 


“An Act authorizing the President to take possession 
of a tract of country lying south of the Mississipp; 
Territory and of the State of Georgia, and for other 
purposes.» _ 

“ Beit enacted oy pee Senate and House of Repre. 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con. 
gréss assembled, That the President be and he is here. 
by authorized to occupy and hold, the whole or any 
part of East .Florida, including Amelia Island; and 
also those parts of West.Florida which are not now in 
possession. and under. the jurisdiction of the United 
States, 

“Suc. 2) And be it further enacted, That, for the 
purpose of occupying.and holding the country afore. 
said, and of affording protection to the. inhabitants, 
under the authority of the United States; the President 
may émploy such parts of the military and naval force 


and Mr. GAILLARD was requested to take the | of the United States as he may deem necessary. 


Chair. 


And, after debate, the PresipEnT resum- | 


“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, for de- 


ed the Chair, and Mr. Ga1Luarp reported, that the | fraying the necessary. expenses, one hundred thousand 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, do not | dollars, are vet appropriated, to be paid out of any 


concur in the resolution; and, on the question to |™moneysin the * 


reasury; not otherwise appropriated, 


agree to the report of the Committee of the | and to be applied to the purposes. aforesaid, under the 


Whole, on motion by Mr. Bres, it was agreed | 
that the question be ‘akin by yeas and nays. 

On motion, by Mr. ANDERSON. to recommit the | 
original resolution for the purpose of amendment, | 
it. was determined in the negative. 

On the question to agree to the report of the 
Committee of the Whole, it passed in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 18, nays 13, as follows: 


Yeas—Messts. Bayard, Bradley, ‘Brent, Condit; 
Dana, Franklin, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Hun- 
ter, Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Reed, Smith of Ma-~ 
ryland, and Smith of New York. 

Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Campbell of Ten- 
néssee, Crawford, Cutts, Gaillard, Howell, Robinson, 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

So it was Resolved, That the Senate do not 
concur in the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 





Fripay, June 26. 


On motion, by Mr. Smiru, of Maryland, a com- | 
mittee was appointed,.to consist of two members, | 
to notify the House of Representatives that the 
Senate do not concur in the resolution authoriz- 
ing the President of the United States to issue.a | 
proclamation to the inhabitants of the British | 
American Continental Provinces ; and Mr. Sirs | 
of Maryland, andMr. Varnom, were appointed the 
committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
by: Messrs. Mircuitt and Haxu, two of their | 
members : 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives 
haye passed a bill, entitled “An act authorizing 
the President to take possession of a traet of coun- 





direction of the President. , 

“Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, ‘That, until 
further provision shall be made by Congress, the Pres- 
ident shall be and he hereby is empowered to establish 
within the country he'may acquire by this act, a tem- 
porary government, the civil and military authorities 
of which shall be vested in such person and persons as 
he may appoint, and be exercised in such manner as he 
may direct: Provided, That he shall take due care 
for the preservation of social order, and for securing to 
the inhabitants the enjoyment of their personal rights, 
their religion, and their property: And provided, also, 
That the section of country herein designated, that is 
situated to the Eastward of the river’ Perdido, may be 
the subject of further negotiation.” ' 


Ordered, That it pass to a second reading. 





Saturpay, June 27. 


The bill from the House of: Representatives. 
entitled “An act authorizing the President to take 
possession of a tract. of country lying south of 
the Mississippi Territory andof the State of Geor- 
gia, and for other purposes,” was read ‘the second 
time, and referred to a select committee, to con- 
sist of five. members, to consider and report 
thereon. : 

Ordered, That Messrs. Tart, Brantey, Gites, 
Bayarp, and Brss, be the committee. 





Tvespay, Jane 30. 

Mr. Tarr, from the committee to whom was 
referred the bill from the House of Representa- 
tives, entitled “An act authorizing the President 
to take possession* of a tract éf country lying 
south of the Mississippi Territory‘and of the State 


324 


= 


of G 
bill v 


M 


ing t 


| the § 


who | 
raisin 
State 


and) 
entit 


osst 
Miss 
and | 
sider 
instr 


on tl 


i tow 
» and 


Mr. 


' tion 


title 
poss 
Mis 


fol 





and 
es,” 
the 
Jen- 


was 


‘sion 


sippi 
other 


= 
on. 


lere- 
any 
and 
W in 
ited 


t the 
fore- 
nts, 
dent 
orce 


r de- 
sand 
any 
ited, 
the 


intil 
res- 
lish 
em- 
ities 
1S ay 
s he 
care 
ig to 
rhts, 
1lso, 
t is 
y be 


res, 
ake 


OT- 
ynd 
on- 
ort 


ES, 


vas 
ta- 
nt 
ng 
ate 


325 


een yee eee 


— = 


of Georgia, and for other purposes ;” reported the 
bill without amendments. 


ed 


Wepnespay, July. 1. 


Mr. Situ, of Maryland, submitted'the follow- 
ing motion for consideration : 

That the Secretary of War be directed to lay before 
the Senate, in confidence, returns of the volunteers 
who may have offered their services under the act for 
raising fifty thousand volunteers, particularizing the 
States in which the volunteers reside. 


Mr. GAILLARD was requested to take the Chair; 
and the bill from the House of Representatives, 
entitled ‘An act authorizing the President to take 

ossession of a tract of country lying south of the 
Mississippi Territory and of the State of Georgia, 
and for other purposes,” was resumed, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole; and the 
instructions of the President of the United States 
on the subjectycommunicated by the committee 


# towhom the said bill was referred, were read ; 
» and a motion for amendment was submitted by 


Mr. Crawrorp; and, after debate, on motion, by 
Mr. Samira, of Maryland, the further considera- 
tion of the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 





Tuurspay, July 2. 


Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, en- 
titled “An act authorizing the President to take 
possession of a tract of country lying south of the 
Mississippi Territory and of the State of Georgia, 
_ and for other purposes,” was resumed, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole; and Mr. 
GAILLARD was requested to take the Chair. 

On motion by Mr. Crawrorp, he was permit- 
oF to amend his motion, made yesterday, as. fol- 
ows: 


“And be it further enacted, That if the United 
States, in the prosecution of the present war against 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
should obtain possession of the British provinces in 
North America, or either of them, that the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
empowered to establish within the same a temporary 
government; and the military, civil, and judicial pow- 
ers thereof, shall be vested in such person and persons, 
and be exetcised in such manner as he may diréct, for 
the protection and maintenance of the inhabitants of 
such province-or provinces, in the full enjoyment of 
their property, liberty, and religion: Provided, That 
the principles upon which such temporary government 
shall be established, shall form no obstacle to the resto- 
ration of peace between the two nations.” 


And, on motion to agree to the amendment, it 
was determined in the affirmative—yeas 20, nays 
10, as follows: 


Yzas—Messrs: Anderson, Bibb, Bradley, Brent, 
Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Cutts, 
Franklin, Gaillard; Giles, Howell, Leib, Pope, Robin- 
son, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, German, Gilman, Goodrich, 
Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lioyd, Smith of Maryland, 
and Smith of New York. 


On motion, by Mr. Tart, to amend the bill as 
follows: 
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“And be it further enacted, That this act be not 
printed or published, unless directed by the President 
of the United States; any law or usage to the contrary 
notwithstanding.” 

On the question to agree to this amendment, it 
was determined in the affirmative—yeas 23, nays 
7, as follows: 


Yzas—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bibb, Bradley, 
Brent, Campbell of Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, 
Cutts, Franklin, Gaillard, Giles, Howell, Leib, Pope, 
Robinson, Smith of Maryland, Smith of New York, 
Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worthington. 

Naxs—Messrs. German, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, 
Hunter, Lambert, and Lloyd. 

The Prestpent resumed the Chair, and Mr. 
GatLuarp reported the bill, amended. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass to a third 
reading, as amended ? it-was determined in the 
afirmative—yeas 15, nays 13, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Gaillard, Howell, Leib, 
Robinson, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, and Worth- 
ington. 

Nars—Messrs. Bayard, Dana, Franklin, German, 
Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, 
Pope, Smith of Maryland, and Smith of New York. 





Frupay, July 3. 


The amendments to the bill, entitled “An act 
authorizing the President to take possession of a 
tract of country lying south of the Mississippi 
Territory and of the State of Georgia, and for 
other purposes,” were reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed; and the bill was read the 
third time, as amended. 

On motion, by Mr. Bayarp, to postpone the 
further consideration thereof to the first Monday 
in November next; it was determined in the neg- 
ative—yeas 14, nays 16, as follows: 

Yxas—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Dana, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Hunter, Lambert, 
Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, and Smith of New 
York. 

Ysas—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, 
Howell, Leib, Robinson, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var- 
num, and Worthington. 

On the question, Shall this bill pass as amend- 
ed? it was determined in the negative—yeas 14, 
nays 16, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Condit, Crawford, Franklin, Gaillard, Rob- 
inson, T'ait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Worthington. 

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Bradley, Dana, German, 
Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Horsey, Howell, Hunter, 
Lambert, Leib, Lloyd, Pope, Smith of Maryland, and 
Smith of New York. 

So it was Resolved, That the Senate do not 
concur in the said bill. 

Oa motion, a committee was appointed to con- 
sist of two members, to notify the House of Rep- 
resentatives accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr. Smrru, of Maryland, and 
Mr. Leis, be the committee. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES, 


AT THE FIRST SESSION OF THE TWELFTH CONGRESS, BEGUN AT THE CITY OF 
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 4, 1821. 


Monpay. November 4, 1811. ___ From North Carolina—Willis Alston, , William 
This being the day appointed by a proclama- | Blackledge, Thomas Blount, William R. King, Na- 
tion of the President of the United States, of the | thaniel Macon, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, and 


‘ Richard Stanford. 
twenty-fourth day of July last, for the meeting “70, South Carolina—-William A ig po 


of Congress, the following members of the House Cheves, Elias Earle, William Lowndes, Thomas Moore, 

of Representatives appeared, produced their cre-| 0.4 David R. Williams. 

dentials, and took their seats, to wit: From Georgia—William W. Bibb, Howell Cobb, 
From New Hampshire—Josiah Bartlett, Samuel | Bolling Hall, and George M, Troup. 

Dinsmoor, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, and George From Kentucky—Henry Clay, Joseph Desha, Rich- 

Sullivan. | ard M. ae Samuel McKee, Anthony New, and 

From Massachusetts-Ezekiel Bacon, .Abijah Bige- | Stephen Ormsby. a 

low, Elijah Brigham, William Ely, Isaiah L. Geaen; | From Tennessee—Felix Grundy, and John Rhea. 


Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Ebenezer Seaver, Sam-| rom Ohio—Jeremiah Morrow. 
uel Teewane, Peleg Tallman, Charles Turner, junior, | rom Mississippi Territory—George Poindexter, 
Laban Wheaton, and Leonard White. Delegate. ; ; 
From Rhode Island—Richard Jackson, junior. | + From Indiana Territory—Jonathan Jennings, Del- 
From Connecticut—Epaphroditus Champion, John | egae. 
Davenport, junior, Lyman Law, Jonathan O. Moseley,| And a quorum, consisting of a majority of the 
Timothy Pitkin, junior, Lewis B. Sturges, and Benja- | whole number of members, being present, the 
min Tallmadge. | House proceeded, by ballot, to the choice of a 


From. Vermont—Martin Chittenden, James Fisk, Speaker : and, upon examining the ballots, it ap- 
Samuel Shaw, and William Strong. eared that Henry CLay, one of the Representa- 
From New York—Daniel Avery, Harmanus Bleecker, | tives for the State of Kentucky, was duly elected ; 
Thomas B. Cooke, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Thomas | Whereupon, 
R. Gold, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Arunah Metcalf, | Mr. Cuay was conducted to the Speaker’s chair, 


Samuel L. Mitchill, Benjamin Pond, Peter B, Porter,| 14 the oath to su Sed 
: :3 pport. the Constitution of the 
Fetes, tok Pavia Fon Cietiowts jekio - Stow, Uri! United States, as prescribed by the act, entitled 


: -. |“An act to regulate the time and manner of ad- 

ache Mteiny Sines Morgen, a2 Phstase Newbold” ministering certain oaths,” was administered to 

From Pennsylvania—William Anderson, David. him by Mr. FinDLey, one of the members for the 

Bard, Robert Brown, William Crawford, Roger Davis, | State of Pennsylvania; after which, he made his 

William Findley, John M. Hyneman, Joseph Lefever, acknowledgments to the House, in the following 
Aaron Lyle, James Milnor, William Piper, Jonathan | words; 





Roberts, William Rodman, Adam Seybert, John Smilie,| “GzxTiemeNn: In coming to the station which you 
George Smith, and Robert Whitehill. | have done me the honor to assign me—an honor for 
From Delaware—Henry M. Ridgely. | which you will be pleased to accept my thanks—I obey 


From Maryland—Stevenson Archer, Joseph Kent, | rather your commands than my own inclination. Iam 
Peter Little, Alexander McKim, Samuel Ringgold, and | sensible of the imperfections which I bring along with 
Robert Wright. | me, and a consciousness of these would deter me from 

From Virginia—Burwell Bassett, James Brecken- | attempting a discharge of the duties of the Chair, did 
ridge, William A, Burwell, Matthew Clay, John Daw- | [ not rely, confidently, upon your generous support. 
son, Peterson Goodwyn, Aylett Hawes, John P. Hun-| Should the rare and delicate occasion present itself, 
gerford, Joseph Lewis, junior, William McCoy, Hugh | when your Speaker shall be called upon to check or 
Nelson, Thomas. Newton, James Pleasants, junior, control the wanderings or intemperance in debate, your 
John Randolph, John Roane, Daniel Sheffey, John | justice will I hope, ascribe to his interposition the mo- 
Smith, and Thomas Wilson. | tives only of public good and a regard to the dignity 
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tlemen, that I shall, with infinite pleasure, afford every 
facility in my power to the de of public business, 
in the most agreeable manner.” 
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NovEeMBER, 1811, 


The reading of the documents accompanying 
the Message of the President of the United 
States was resumed, and being completed, the 
Message and documents were referred to the 





The oath or affirmation to support the Consti- | Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


tution of the United States-was then administer- 
ed, by the, Speaker, to all the other members 
present. 

GeorGe Poinpex?ER, and JonATHAN JENNINGS, 
having also appeared, and produced their creden- 
tials as the delegates from the Mississippi and In- 
diana Territories of the United States, the oath 
was administered to them by the Speaker. 

The House proceeded, by ballot, to the:choice 
of a'Clerk, and, upon examining the ballots, it 
omens that Patrick Macruper was duly 
elected, and the oath, together with the oath of 
office, administered by the Speaker to the Clerk. 

Tuomas Dunn was then re-elected Segeant-at- 
Arms, and Tuomas Ciaxton Doorkeeper, with- 
out opposition. Benjamin Burcu was also cho- 
sen Assistant. Doorkeeper. 

The usual messages were interchanged with 
the Senate on the subject of their being formed 
and ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Mrresice and Mr. Pirxin were appointed 
a committee on the part of the House, jointly 
with the committee appointed on the-part of the 
Senate, to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that a quorum of the two 
Houses is assembled, and ready to receive any 
communications he may be pleased to make to 
them. 

Mr. Mircaiti, from the joint committee ap- 

inted to waiton the President of the United 

tates, reported that the committee had performed 
the service assigned to them, and that the Presi- 
dent answered, that he would make a communi- 
cation to Congress to-merrow at twelve o’clock. 





Torspay, November 5. 


Several other members, to wit: Apner Lacock, 
from Pennsylvania ; Joun Baxer, from Virginia ; 
and Ricuarp Winn from South Carolina, ap- 
peared, produced their credentials, were qualified, 
and took their seats. 

On motion of Mr. Newron, the Clerk of the 
House was directed to procure newpapers from 
any number of offices that the members may 
elect, provided, that the expense do nut exceed 
the amount of three daily papers. 

A Message was received ims the PRESIDENT OF 
THE Unirep States, by Mr. Cotes, his Secretary, 
who delivered the same and withdrew. [For 
which see Senate proceedings of this date, ante 


11. 
The Message having been read, and the docu- 
ments accompanying it in part, an adjournment 
was called for, and carried: 





Wepnespay, November 6. 

Two other members, to wit: Mpsnack FranK- 
Lin, from North Carolina, and Joun C. Catnoun, 
from South Carolina, produced their credentials, 
were qualified, and took their seats. 


Union, and five thousand copies ordered to be 
printed for the use of the members, 





Taurspay, November 7. 


Another member, to wit: Lemven Sawyer, 
from North Carolina, appeared, produced his ere. 
dentials, was qualified, and took his seat. 

A motion was made by Mr. Mircniit, that the 

House. do now proceed to the appointment of the 
several, standing committees, pursuant to the 
rules and orders of the Hotse. 
- A division of the question’ on the motion was 
called for by Mr. Burwe tu, so as to take the 
question separately,on the appointment of the 
Committee of Elections. And the question on 
the appointment of the Committee of Elections 
being taken, was resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Frnvitey, Mr. Macon, Mr. Sruraes, Mr. 
Troup, Mr. PLeasants; Mr.-Emort, and Mr. 
Fisk, were then appointed the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Dawson, the residue of the 
motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. ,Burwe vu presented a petition of John 
Taliaferro, complaining of the undue. election 
and illegal return of Jonn P. Huneerrorp, to 
serve as one of the Representatives for the State 
of Virginia, and praying that investigation of the 
said election may take place, and that sueh deci- 
sion may be had thereon as in the wisdom of the 
House may appear proper.— Referred to the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 





Eripay, November 8. 


Another member, to wit: Joun Sevier, from 
Tennessee, appeared, produced his credentials, 
was qualified, and. took his seat. 


On motion of Mr. Jennings, the memorial of | 
the Legislature of the Indiana Territory, presented | 
the twenty-first of January last, was referred to | 


the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr, Ruea, the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of the Territory of Louisiana, pre- 
sented the 6th of January, 1810, was referred toa 
select committee. 

Mr. Ruea, Mr. Lywe, and Mr. Jackson, were 
appointed the committee. 

A Message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting two letters to the 
Department of State, one from the present: Plen- 
ipotentiary of France, the other from his prede- 
cessor, which were not included ‘among the doc- 
uments accompanying the Message of the fifth 
instant, the translation of them being not then 
completed. The Message and documents were 
read, ordered to lie on the table, and five thou- 
sand copies ordered to be printed for the use of 
the members. 

A motion was made by Mr. Bacon, that the 
House do come to the following resolution : 
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Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- | Mr. Hatt, of New Hampshire, Mr: Quiney, Mr. 
structed to inquire into-the expediency of repealing or | Porrer, Mr. Mose.tey, Mr. Strrone, Mr. Por- 
suspending the operation of the several] acts of limita- | rer, Mr. Conpir, Mr. Mitnor, Mr.. Wricar, 
tion, so far as they now operate to bar the payment of | Mr. Rincevey, Mr. Aston, Mr. Briss, Mr. Mor- 


the following description of claims against the United | pow, and Mr. McKee, were appointed «the com- 
States, to wit: First,-loan office certificates. Second, |. mjitee, 


indents for interest on the public: debt. Third, final 
settlement certificates. Fourth, commissioners’ cer- 
tificates. Fifth, army certificates. Sixth, credits given Monpay, November 11. 
in lieu of army certificates aici een credits Geversl. other gnaethece.: tn. neits -aitinaaeee 
for the pay of the Army for which no certificates were r 7 eines Meta 4 
issued. Eighth, invalid pensions. Ninth, lost or de- Wioeery, from es Georce C. Max 
stroyed certificates. WELL, from New Jersey ; and Puiuie B. Key, and 
, Th ra MR TS eet FeAl AE Sh? Puitip Stuart, from Maryland ;.appeared, pro- 
Se TON FF ’ duced their credentials, were qualified, and took 
the.table, ‘ their seats. 

Oa. motion Hears DAN ER PORN, we Ne re- | Mr. Seyserr preserited a petition of sundry 
solved, that two pep “Ce: me aie enom!n- | merchants of Philadelphia, praying permission to 
ations, be appointe oa ae oF a ee import, from Great Britain, sundry hardwares, the 
session, one by eac ONPG, WAG -aHRIh TBAS- property of the petitioners which were ordered 


change weekly. . bs aides f th " ; 
i uy previous to the passage of the non-importation act 
Mr. Reep presented a petition of William | oF the second of Mareh last. 


Dean, of Salem, merchant, praying permission.to | ip MircHiLe presented a petition from sundry 
import from Great Britain sundry goods, wares, | merchants in the city of New York, to the same 
and merchandise, the property of the petitioner, effeet with the petition last stated. 
which had been ordered by him previous to the |) yge piper presented a ‘petition of Dwight 
passage of the non importation act of the second Woolsey and Company, and William W. Wool- 
of March last.—Referred to. the Commitee of sey and Company, merchants, of New Haven, in 
Conimerce and Manufactures. Connecticut, to the same effect with the foregoing. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. Mr. Quiney presented @ petition of Samuel é 

The House proceeded to consider the motion | Miller and Company, merchants, of Boston, also 
of Mr. Mircartt, of -yesterday, for the appoint- |to the same effect with the foregoing. 
meat of the several standing committees of the | Ordered, That the said petitions be severally 
House, and agreed thereto ; whereupon the fol- referred to the Committee of Commerce and 
lowing committees were appointed. Manufactures. : 

Committee of Ways and Means—Mr. Bacon, On motion of Mr. Ruea, the Committee on Post 
Mr. Cneves, Mr. Smitie, Mr. Biss, Mr. Bur- | Offices and Post Roads were instructed to report 
wELL, Mr. Jonnson, and Mr. Pirkin. a bill authorizing the members of the Senate and 

Cominittee of Commerce and Manufactures— | House of Representatives to frank the President’s 
Mr. Newron, Mr. Lownpes, Mr. Mircuiuu, Mr. | Message and accompanying documents, transmit- 
McKim, Mr. Tatumanée, Mr. Seyzert, and Mr. | ted to both Houses of Congress at the opening of 
TALLMAN. the present session, notwithstanding the same may 

Committee of Claims—Mr. Bassett, Mr. Bur- | Weigh more than two ounces. — . 
Ler, Mr. Saw, Mr. Brown, Mr. Mosexey, Mr>| ‘The House proceeded to consider the resolution 
Sranrorp. and Mr. ARCHER. submitted by Mr, Bacon, on the eighth instant ; and 

Committee on the Public Lands—Mr. Mor- | it was concurred in by the House. . 
row. Mr. McKer, Mr. Goto, Mr. Breckenrider, | Of motion of Mr. WipepRY, a committee was 
Mr. Brackiepor, Mr. Boyp, and Mr. Smirn, of | appointed to consider the expediency of altering 
Pennsylvania. the term of the District Court of the United States 

Committee for the District of Columbia—Mr. | for the District of Maine, from the first to the 
Lewis, Mr. Rinacotp, Mr. Pirer, Mr. Pearson, | Second Tuesday in September; with leave to re- 
Mr. Baxer, Mr. Stow, and Mr. Ormssy. port by bill, or otherwise. 

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads— | Mr. Wroctry, Mr. Harper, and Mr, Srvr- 
Mr. Ruea, Mr. Porter, Mr. Lyue, Mr. Dins- | GES, were appointed the committee. 
moor, Mr. Taccakt, Mr. Porrer, Mr. Law, Mr. Mr. Ruea, from the Committee on Post Offices 
CHITTENDEN, Mr. Hurry, Mr. RipGeE-y, Mr. | and Post Roads, presented a bill to authorize the 
Kent, Mr. Suerrey, Mr. Kina, Mr. Earve, Mr, | transportation of certain documents, free of post- 
Haut, of Georgia, Mr. Desna, and Mr. Morrow. | age; which was read twice, amended, and ordered 

Committee of Revisal and Unfinished Busi- | to be engrossed, and read the third time to-day ; 
ness—Mr. Seypert, Mr. Jackson, and Mr. Ey. which was subsequently done, and the bill passed. 

Committee of Accounts—Mr. Turner, Mr. ‘ 
Buiount, and Mr. Litt ce. 

On motion of Mr. Dawson, a committee was 
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Tuespay, November 12. 


appointed to bring ina billfor the apportionment REFERENCE OF THE MESSAGE. 
of Representatives among the several States, ac- | Mr. Smuzix, after some appropriate prefatory 
cording to the third enumeration. observations, moved that the House resolve itself 


Mr. Dawson, Mr. Wixtiams. Mr. Grunpy ! intoa Committee of the Whole on thestate of the 
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Union, in order to take into consideration the 
Message of the President of the United States, at 
the opening of the session. | 
The motion being agréed to, the House accord- 
ingly went intoa Committee of the Whole, when, 


Mr. Smiie submited to the consideration of 
the Committee the following resolutions, viz :* 

1. Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes- 
sage-as relates to the subject of our foreign relations, 
‘be referred to a select committee. 

2. That so much as relates to the measures of public 
defence demanded by the present crisis, be referred to 
a select committee. 

3. That so much as relates to the revenue and the 
provisions necessary for the service of the ensuing year, 
be referred to the Commitiee of Ways and Means. 

4. That so much as relates to the evasions and in- 
fractions of our commercial laws, be referred to the 
Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 

5. That so much as relates to foreign trading licenses, 
and to the protection of manufactures and navigation, 
be referred to the Committee of Commerce and Man- 
ufactures. 

6. That so much as relates to the Spanish American 
Colonies, be referred to a select committee. 

The resolutions being read, they were taken up 
separately, and agreed to, without opposition, ex- 
cept that when the second was under considera- 
tion, Mr. Dawson expressed an opinion that the 
subjects embraced in that resolution would be 
better in the bands of two or three committees; 
but Mr. Smivus assigning as a reason for commit- 
ting the entire a of defence to one commit- 
tee, that they would haye it.in their power to 
take a view of the whole ground,and act accord- 
ingly, it-was agreed to. 

All the resolutions being adopted— 

Mr. Smite rhoved that the committee rise and 
report the resolutions to the House. 

r. RANDOLPH was opposed to this motion. It 
‘would be readily conceived, he said, that it is no 
easy matter for one who has had an opportunity 
of seeing the resolutions which form the basis.of 
the proposed report, to take in, as they are read by 
the Clerk, the whole of their.scope and bearing. 
He believed it had been the common practice to 
refer the Speech of the President at the opening 
of the session to a Committee of the whole House 
on the state of the Union. Inthe committee, the 
coutse had been much the same as that pursued to 
day. The different subjects on which it treated 
had been referred either to standing or select com- 
mittees. But it will be remembered, that we are 
assembled under cireumstances of a peculiar na- 
ture. The Chief Magistrate himself has given 
information to this House to that effect. He 
hoped that the Message of the Chief Magistrate 
would not be dissected, taken out of the House, 
and put into the hands of committees, so as to be 
es out of the power of any member of this 

ous¢ to express his sentiments on that instru- 
ment. This expression of opinion, said Mr. R., 
is due to the situation in which we stand. The 
nation expects it from us. He trusted, therefore, 
that the subject would not be foreclosed in the 
way proposed. The House ought, in the first 
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place, to express its opimion on the Message. He 
a been waiting until the documents were printed 
for an opportunity of this kind. He hoped the 
committee would not-rise and report the resoly- 
tions, because if you do, the President’s Message 
will be taken out of the House, and it will not be 
competent for any gentleman to take up any par 
of it, so that no opinion of the House can be taken 
thereon. He would move that the committee 
rise and report progress. By to-morrow, an op. 
portunity would be afforded of comparing the 
resolutions of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
with the Message, and of ascertaining whether 
they are such as they ought to be ; and the sub- 
jeet being still before a Committee of the Whole, 
every member would have liberty of expressing 
his opinion fully upon it. 

Mr. Smicre said, the course which be had taken 
was that which had been invariably pursued here. 
tofore. Whether it was best or not, he could not 
tell. He did not wish forany delay. He thought 
it ‘was high time the Message of the President 
was acted upon. When the several committer; 
made their reports,the gentleman from Virginia 
will have an opportunity of ‘making such stric- 
tures upon the Message as he may judge proper; 
or, as the subject .is now before the Committee, 
if the gentleman chooses, he may now make them. 
He. hoped the business would not be postponed, 
but that the question on the Committee’s rising 
and reporting the resolutions would be taken. 

Mr.,RaNnvDOLPH was not ready for the question. 
The memory of the worthy gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, said he, is not very good. It is not tobe 
wondered at. Age brings. with it experience and 
many valuable qualities, but it does not improve 
the memory. He himself felt the. effects of it, 
and much more may the gentleman from Penn- 
ee feelthem, Mr. R.-did not believe that 
the course now proposed to be taken with the 
Message, is the same which has been always pur- 
sued. He recollected that when ‘he had first the 
honor of a seat in that House, the Message of the 
President was brought ima mass before the House, 
to be fully and fairly debated. The gentleman 
must pardon him for contradicting him ia a mat- 
terof fact. But, said Mr. R., I would ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, by what magic or 
other power, he has been able to dive into my 
bosom to know that I mean to make strictures 
on the Message of the President? The gentle- 
man goes on to state, that if I have any such 
observations to make, this is the accepted hour. 
Why this, any more than any other hour in this 
week?. Why do gentlemen, just when they have 
got into a Committee on the Message, show such 
an aguish trepidation to get out of it? Is the 
Message of so little importance that they will not 
give itattention ? They will not say so. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania says that when 
these committees report, every gentleman will 
have an opportunity of expressing his opinion on 
the several parts into which it is dissected. But 
the gentleman must know, that even in physics, 
much less in politics, all the parts are not always 
equal to the whole; that however true it may be 
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in mathematies that all the parts are equal to the 
whole, it is not so in polities. Suppose, said Mr. 
R., one of these committees reports, and the report 
comes under consideration—members would be 
excluded from touching upon the other parts of 
the Message. If this course be pursued, | give 

ou watning that if some gentleman of this 
House, who has not signéd the thirty-nine arti- 
cles, shall rise to make his observations, and shall 
notice any part of the Message not before the 
House, he will be called to order, and informed 
that that part of the Message is yet sleeping with 
aselectcommittee. But the gentlemansays, why 
not now go into the discussion ?—when it is 
known the documents are with the printers, and 
not within the reachof the Committee. The true 
course, said.Mr. R., is the one which I have sug- 
gested—it is a course which will be acceptable to 
the nation. Why, said he, send out such reams 
of extra National Intelligencers by mail, but to 
inform the people? If no discussion is to take 
place on the Message, through what channel are 
these committees to receive the opinion of this 
House? Are they ‘to go to work blindfolded ? 
On Spanish relations, for instance, what member 
possesses the faculty of looking into the heart, and 
of saying what is the opinion of this House on 
that subject? Would it not be better, said he, to 
come to some resolution which should be direc- 
tory to these committees ? — To act otherwise, was 
putting the cart before the horse. This. course 
would avoid commitments and re-commitments; 
he hoped it would therefore be taken, by rising 
and reporting progress. 

Mr. Finney said the method now proposed of 
disposing of the Message was the same which had 
been acted upon ever since the commencement of 
the Government. Formerly, it was the practice 
for the President to make his address to Congress 

etsonally, and then an answer was to be returned. 
This answer brought the subject of the Message 
before the House incidentally, and much useless 
debate was generally had upon it. But this cus- 
tom was laid aside by Mr. Jefferson, and this un- 
necessary debate prevented. The course which 
is at present taken has been uniform ever since, 
and he hoped we should not now depart from it, 
except the gentleman from Virginia could point 
out some better. 

Mr. Quincy said, it was not his wish to delay 
the business before the Committee, but he wished 
that whatever was done might be done under- 
standingly. He would ask whether the resolu- 
tions proposed by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania covered the whole object of the Message ? 
He wished to know whether the affair of the Lit- 
tle Belt was referred to any committee. He did 
not see any mention of Indian hostilities. Here- 
tofore, there had been a committee on Indian af- 
fairs. They were never mingled with our for- 
eign relations. . He thought with the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Dawson) that too many sub- 
jects were referred to the committee on pubdlic 
defence. Mr. Q. said it was. not his intention to 
have said anything on this subject; but he wished 
for such a delay in this procedure as should give 


to attain his object. 
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an opportunity of examining the resolutions 


brought forward. He did not think they embraced 
all the objects of the Message. 

Mr. Auston observed, that in case any gentle- 
mah had doubts whether certain objects in the 
Message were embraced by the resolutions, he 
could readily bring forward amendments to the 
present resolutions, or introduce new ones so as 
Mr. A. said it would be re- 
collected, that in some former years the dividing 
of the Message into too many parts had created 
some confusion, by making tt difficult to deter- 
mine to which committee certain parts of the 
Message belonged. In the present division, this 
confusion he presumed had beenavoided. Atall 
events, he thought it perfectly correct that the 
several subjects in the Message should be first 
sent to seleet committees before they were acted 
upon by the House. This was the usual course, 
and it appeared to him the best. 

Mr. Ranpotps said he was called upon, by the 
very respectable and venerable gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, to point out a better plan than that 
which is proposed; to show why. this course, 
which had been the practice of the last ten years, 
ought not to be followed. He would ask the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania if be had ever known 
this House in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union under similar circumstances 
with the present; or ever known when a member 
asked for discussion in this Committee that it was 
refused? What, said he, would have been the 
surprise of the Committee had he called for the 
reading of the documents which accompanied the 
Message ? and this he might have done, as he had 
heard them read but once, and then there was so 
much nvise in the House he heard them imper- 
fectly. This would have necessarily delayed the 
business, but it was-not his wish to embarrass the 
Committee. The documents are in the hands of 
the printers; of course the Committee must have 
risen and reported progress. This proposition, if 
received with common temper, must appear a 
reasonable and proper one. “He hoped, therefore. 
it would be agreed to. 

The original motion to rise and report the reso- 
lutions, was carried, there being seventy: (womem- 
bers in favor of it. 

The House took up the resolutions. 

Mr. Ranpovupd said that he had been informed, 
by the Chairman of the Committee of the Whole, 
that the documents accompanying the Message 
had not been referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. If so, he sub- 
mitted to the Chair, whether the proceedings 
which had been had were in order. The House 
had been im Committee of the Whole on the 
Message, and left the documents behind them. 
He did not think this was the kind of treatment 
to which the Message was entitled. He moved 
that the report be recommitted to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to- 
gether with the documents; and called for the 
yeas and nays upon the question. 

Mr. AusTon said, the documents were not re- 
ferred, and for the best reason. They are never 
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in the House, and can always be referred to, and 
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Yuxas—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, James Breoj. 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, 


any motion be founded upon them, which could | Martin Chittenden, William Ely, James Emott, A,; 
ant be done were they before the Committee of ‘ itch, Thomas R. Gold, John P. Hungerford, Richarj 


the Whole. 

Mr, Smicie said it was perfectly. immaterial to 
him which-course was.taken.. He had no object 
but the interest of his constituents: If gentlemen 
believe they are justified in protracting the pub- 
lic business, they will act accordingly. For his 
part he could not. He wished to take up the 
business in.a regular way, and proceed with it: 

The Speaker said, the Clerk found, on exam- 
ining bis minutes, that the documents were re- 
ferred along with the Message. 


Mr. Ranpoupu observed, that if the fact is, as 


the clerk had. stated jt, it offers an irrefragable | 


argument for recommitting the report, because 
the House had been in Committee of the Whole | 


ackson, jr., Philip B. Key, William R. King, Lym, 
| Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
James Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, 
Timothy Pitkin, jr., Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, 
William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Philip Stuart, Ley), 
B. Sturges, George Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Be) ja- 
min Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, a); 
Thomas Wilson—33. 
| Nays—Willis Alston, William Anderson, Stevenso, 
| Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bari, 
| Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bij), 
| William Blackledge, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, 
' Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butie;. 
John ©. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, 
Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, William Crawford 
John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph 


i 


without having possession of these papers. If | Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Fini. 
the documents were not referred, we ought to go ley, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Peterson Good. 
back for the reasons before offered, but if they | wyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obe: 
were, we ought togo back toget possession of them. | Hall, John A. Harper,.Aylett Hawes, Jacob Huty, 
j ght to go back and get right; | Joan M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, 
In either case, we oug go bac get right; . Ke 
it would be better to’turn back and soberly in- | Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, William 
quire our way, than to go blindly spurring on in | Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George (. 


a wrong road. 

Mr. R. wished to say one word’in reply toa 
remark of the gentleman from Pennsylvania; 
which, at the time, he believed to be out of order. 
He had said, “ if gentlemen can justify themselves 
in protracting the publie business, well. He had 
no other views‘than the interests of his constitu- 
ents.” An insinuation that other gentlemen have 
other views, and that other gentlemen can justify 


| Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samue! 
| McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Samue| 
| L, Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh 
| Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thoma 
, Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, Willian 
| Piper, James Pleasants, jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. 

Porter, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, 
| Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, 
| John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Danie! 
| Sheffey, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 


themselves for protracting business. Mr. R. made | Richard Stanford, Silas Stow, William Strong, Pele: 
no professions of patriotism in that House. His{ Tallman, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Tw: 
property was in*terra firma, and he was born in | ner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Robert Whitehill, 
the State which he represented, and he loved it David R. Williams, William Widgery, Richard Winn, 
the better for it. As to protracting the public and Robert Wright—92. i 

business, we all know, said he, how it is pro-| The question recurred on agreeing to the re- 
tracted ; as-his friend from North Carolina had | port. 

said the other day,“ the public business will notbe | Mr. Ranpo.pa moved to postpone the further 





done until the roads are good, in the Spring.” He 
hoped; however, that while the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is satisfied as to his own motives, 
he will believe that other gentlemen have as clear 
conciences as himself. 

' Mr. Wipeery hoped that the House would 
proceed with the public business, without any 
bickering or personality. He hoped they were 
met together, like a band of brothers,’to consider 
and act-upon such measures as shall best pro- 
mote the interests‘of our common country. He 
thought the’ course proposed by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania would be the best. A discus- 
sion would éome with more propriety after the 
several committees had reported.. He did not be- 
lieve, however, that the gentleman from Virginia, 


in’ proposing a different course, wished to protract | 


the public business. He no doubt thought the 
discussion ought to take place in the first instance. 
It was a mere difference of opinion, from which 
nd evil could arise. 

The yeas and nayson the question for a recom- 
mitment, were as follows: 


consideration of the report till to-morrow, in or- 
der that it might_be printed. 


Mr. Macon wished some such motion to pre- 
| vail. He had intended to move that it lie on the 
| table till to-morrow. {Mr. Ranpo.pa withdrew 
| his motion to give place to Mr. Macon’s.] Mr. 

M. said it was perfectly immaterial to him which 
| of the motions was made. His object, he could 
; assure the House, was not delay. He had ex- 
| amined the resolutions offered by the gentleman 
| from Pennsylvania. 





| that if it were the wish of the gentleman to protract 
| the public business, this resolution would answet 

his purpose. He did not believe this was intend- 
ed. But there is more business given to that com- 
mittee than can be got through in any reasonable 
time. The old rule of procuring despatch by di- 
viding the labor, was in this case abandoned. In 
his opinion what relates to the Army ought to go 


| to one committee, and what relates tothe Navy to 


another, and soon, He knew that ona former oc- 
casion, some difficulty had arisen from the Mes- 


: To the first, he had no ob- | 
| jection; but as to the second, it appeared to him 
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sage not having been accurately dissected ; but 
with ordinary care this might be avoided. He 
had no doubt if the. business was thus divided, it 
Not.that he ex- 
ted, Congress would adjourn any earlier ; but 
the reports would be, had in less time, and .the. 
sooner be gotat. He wished that the report might 
lie on the table until to-morrow, that the resolu- 
tions might be examined, and proper amendments 
prepared. ; Fi 
Mr. ‘Smiuie repeated his reasons for wishing 
one committee might have under view the whole 





subject of defence. 


The question was put and negatived, 68 to 47. 

Mr. Ranpotew moved for the reading of the 
documents; which being objected to, he called 
for the yeas and nays on the question; which 
were taken as follows: 


Ysas—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, James Breck- 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Thomas B. Cooke, John Davenport, jr., James Emott, 
Asa Fitch, Thomas R.»Gold, John P. Hungerford, 
Richard Jackson, jr., William R. King, Lyman Law, 
Joseph Lewis, jr., Robert Le Roy Livingston, Nathan- 
iel Macon, James Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh 
Nelson, Joseph Pearson, James Pleasants jr., Josiah 
Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. 
Ridgely, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Philip 
Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, George Sullivan, Benjamin 
Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and 
Thomas Wilson—35. 

Nays—Willis Alston, jr, William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 


- Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
|. Bibb, William Blackledge, Thomas Blount, Adam 
_ Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 


’ Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Martin 


Chittenden, Matthew Clay, Lewis Condit, William 


’ Crawford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dins- 


moor, Elias Earle, William Ely, James Fisk, Meshack 
Franklin, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix 
Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, 
Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Abner Lacock, Joseph 
Lefever, Peter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, 
George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, 
Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, 
Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, 
Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, Ben- 
jamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, John Rhea, John Roane, 
Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, ‘Thomas Sammons, 
Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel 
Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Wil- 
liam Strong, Samuel Taggart, Uri ‘l'racy, George M. 
Troup, Charles, Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, 
Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, William Wid- 
gery, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright—84. 

The first resolution was then taken up and 
agreed to. When the question on the second was 
put, . 
_ Mr. D. R. WitutaMs rose to ascertain whether 
it was the sense of the House that all the objects 
embraced in this resolution should go to one com- 
mittee, or they should be divided among several. 
For this purpose, he moved to strike out the gen- 
eral expressions, to insert the words “ for filling 
the ranks, prolonging the enlistment of regular 
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troops, and of auxiliary force.” It would be seen 
to be his object, to give all that relates to the Ar- 
my to one committee, all that relates to the Navy 
to another, &c. He was of opinion, also, that 
several objects contained in the Message had been 
overlooked. 

The motion for striking out was carried,72 votes 
being in favor of it; but when the blank éame to 
be filled, much desultory debate took place. ‘Some 
members wished to insert other words than those 

roposed by the gentleman from South Caro- 
laa but this was deemed out of order. At 
length, it was agreed that the blank must be filled 
with the words: proposed, but that other words 
might afterwards be added by way of amendment. 
This was accordingly done. 

After the blank was filled as above proposed, 

Mr. Biss moved to add the following words ; 
“ for the acceptance of volunteer corps, for detach- 
‘ments of portions of the militia, and for such a 
‘ proportion of the great body, as will proportion 
‘ its usefulness to its intrinsic capacities.” Which 
was agreed to. 

The other resolutions reported were agreed to 
without debate. 

Mr. Dawson moved an additional resolution, as 
follows: “That so much of the Message as re- 
lates to the naval force of the United States, and 
the maritime defence of our frontier, be referred 
to a. select committee.”—Acreed to. 

Mr. Bacon moved the following additional re- 
solutions: ‘“ Thatso much of the Message as re- 
‘jates to the manufacturing of cannon and small 
‘ arms and providiag munitions of war, be referred 
‘to a select committée :” and “that’so much of 
‘ the Message as relates to Indian affairs, be re- 
‘ ferred to a select committee.”—Agreed to. 

All the select committees which were thought 
necessary, being appointed, it was determined that 
the first, on Foreign Relations, should ¢onsist of 
nine members ; the committees on the Spanish col- 
onies and Navy concerns, to consist of seven mem- 
bers; and those on manufacturing cannon and 
Indian affairs, to consist of five members. 

The resolutions, as amended, are in the follow- 
ing words: 

1. Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
Message as relates to the subject of our foreign re- 
lations, be referred to a select committee. 

2. Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
Message as relates to filling the ranks and pro- 
longing the enlistments of the regular troops, and 
to an anxiliary force; to the acceptance. of vol- 
unteer corps; to detachments of militia,and to 
such a preparation of the great body as will pro- 
portion its usefulness to its intrinsic capacity, be 
referred to a select committee. 

3. Resolved, That those parts of the Message of 
the President which relate to the Naval force of 
the United States, and to the defence of our mari- 
time frontier, be referred to a select committee. 

4. Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
Message as relates to the revenue and the provis- 
ions necessary for the service of the ensuing year, 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

5. Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
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“Message as relates to the evasion and infraction 
of our commercial laws, be referred to the Com- 
miittee of Commerce and Manufactures. 


6. Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
Message as relates to foreign trading licenses, and 
to the protection of caaauinneshanl navigation, 
be refarred to the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures. 


7. Resolved, That so much of the President’s, 


Message as relates to the Spanish American colo- 
nies, be referred to a select committee. 

8. Resolved, Thatso much of the said Message 
_as relates tothe manufuctureof cannon and small 
arms, and. the providing munitions of war, be re- 
ferred to a select committee. 

9. Resolved, That so much of the said Message 
as relates to Indian affairs, be referred to a select 
committee. 

Mr. Porter, Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Grandy,.Mr. 
Smilie, Mr. Randolph, Mr. Harper, Mr. Key, Mr. 
Desha, and Mr. Seaver, were appointed the com- 
mittee on the first resolution. 

Mr. Williams, Mr. Wright, Mr. Macon, Mr. 
Nelson, Mr. Stow, Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. Tall- 
madge, were appointed the committee on the sec- 
ond resolution. 

Mr. Cheves, Mr. Newton, Mr. Milnor, Mr. 
Quincy, Mr. Cooke, Mr. McKim, and Mr. Fisk 
were appointed the committee on the third reso- 
lution. 

Mr. Mitchill, Mr. Bibb, Mr. Blackledge, Mr. 
Taggart, Mr. Champion, Mr. Butler,,and Mr. 
Shaw, were appointed the committee on the sev- 
enth resolution. 

Mr: Seybert, Mr. Little, Mr. Goodwyn, Mr. 
Tracy,and Mr. Sturges, were appointed the com- 
mittee on the eighth resolution. 

Mr. McKee, Mr. Sevier, Mr. Morrow, Mr. Shef- 
fey, and Mr. Brown, were appointed the commit- 
tee on the ninth resolution. 

And then, on motion the House adjourned until 
to-morrow. 





Wenpnespay, November 13. 


Another member, to wit: Tomas Guotson, 
from Virginia, appeared, produced his credentials, 
was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Quincy presented two petitions from sun- 
dry merchants of Boston, to the same effect with 
the petition of William Dean, presented the eighth 
instant—Referred to the Committee of Commerce 
and Manufactures. 

Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, presented a bill for the 
relief of Thomas and John Clifford, of Philadel- 
phia, and Charles Wirgman, of Baltimore; which 
was read twice and committed toa Committee of 
the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. McKim presented a petition of sundry mer- 
chants of Baltimiore, to the same effect with the 

etition of the merchants of Boston above stated.— 

eferred to the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures. 

On motion of Mr. Bartvert, the report of the 
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Secretary of War, the Secretary and Comptrolle; 
of the Treasury, on the claims of sundry refuges, 
from the British provinces of Canada and Nova 
Scotia, made in the yeas 1805 and 1806, was rp. 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands, ,, 
report by bil, or otherwise, 

Mr. PoinpExTER presented a petition of sundry 
inhabitants of the Mississippi Territory, praying 
that the said Territory may be made into a sepa. 
rate State and admitted into the Union.—Referreg 
to a select committee. 

Mr, Potnpextrer, Mr. Gronpy, Mr. Ormspy 
Mr. Lacock, Mr. Wixson, Mr. Wiocery, and 
Mr. CuiTrenveN, were appointed the committee. 

On motion of Mr, Pownoexter, the petition of 
the Legislature of the Mississippi Territory, pre. 
sented the twenty-first of January last, was refer. 
red to the said select.committee. 

Mr. Quincy presented a petition of Andrew 
Eliot, merchant of Boston, to the same effect with 
the petition of William Dean, presented the eight) 
instant.—Referred to the Committee of Commerce 
and Manufactures. 

On motion of ‘Mr. Gorp, a committee was ap. 
pointed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 
ing by law for the more convenient taking of re- 
coguisaaces of bail and affidavits in cases depent- 
ing in the respective Courts of the United Siates; 
with leave to report by bill—Mr. Go xo, Mr. 
Mitnor, and Mr. -RipGety, were appointed the 
committee. 

Ono motion of Mr. Morrow, the Committee on 
the Public Lands were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of suspending the operation of so 
much of the sixth section of the act, entitled “An 
act providing for the final adjustment of claims to 
lands, and for the sale of the public lands in the 
Territories of Orleans and Louisiana,” as directs 
that the land offices established in the Orleans 
Territory shall be opened om the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1812; with leave to report by bill, or other- 
wise, 

Mr. ‘l'actmaDeg; from the com mittee appointed 
on the petition of Abraham Whipple, presented 1 
bill for the relief of Abraham Whipple; which wa 
read and committed toa Committee of the Whol 
on Friday next. 

On motion of Mr. Basser, the petitions of J. 4. 
Cheyallie, attorney of Amelie Eugenie Beaumar- 
chais, presented twenty-fourth of December, 1505, 
and second of April 1806, together with all the 
documents concerning the said claim, were referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Bieecker presented a petition of George 
Dummer and Company, and Gurdon and Danie! 
Buck, merchants, of New York, to the same effect 


with the petition of William Dean, presented the | 


eighth instante—Referred to the Committee 0! 
Commerce and Manufactures. 


Mr. Ly ce presented petitions of sundry inhali- | 
estern parts of the United States, | 
praying that the mails of the United States may | 


tants of the 


not be carried, and that post offices may not be 
opened, on Sundays.—Referred to the Committe? 
on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


On motion of Mr. Conprr, the Committee of 
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oller | Commerce and Manufactures were instructed to | it would be more proper to refer.this petition to 
igees 7 inquire into the expediency of encouraging the |a_ select committee. This was desirable also 
Nova — manufacture of iron, either by protecting impost | from the consideration that the Committee of 
Sre- [| | duties, or prohibiting the importation of castings, | Claims is generally overburdened with business. 
ls, to | bar iron, spikes, nails, brads, and rolled sheet or Mr. McKee could not distinctly hear the gen- 
hoop iron, into the United States and its Territo- | tleman from Virginia; but he understood him as 
ndry | ries; with leave to report by bill. recommending a reference of this petition toa 
ying | A Message was received from the President of | select committee, in preference to the Committee 
epa- — the United States, communicating copies of ajof Claims. He had no objection to sucha dis- 
tred F correspondence between the Kuvoy’Extraordinary | position of it, though it appeared to him, asa 
‘and Minister Plenipotentiary: of Great Britain, | claim, to be a proper subject for the Committee 
sty, P¥ and the Secretary of State,relative tothe aggres- | of Claims. The petitioner does not ask for a 
and — sion committed by a British ship of war on the | gratuity from the Government, but a repayment 
tte. F) United. States’ frigate Chesapeake, by which it| of money which he states to have been impro- 
n of F * will be seen that that subject of difference between | perly paid into the coffers of the United States in 
pre- — the twocountries is terminated, by an offer of rep- | the form of a fine. Whether the claim be well 
efer- § aration, which has been acceded to. founded, or otherwise, remains for the committee 
|. The House proceeded, by ballot, to the election | to decide. 
lrew — ofaChaplain to Congress, on their part; and upon Mr. New said, it having been represented to 
with & examining the ballots, it appeared that the Rev-} him, that it would. be most proper to refer the 


zhth & erend Mr. SneaTuHen was duly elected. petition toa select committee, he would so change 


| 

ere § § Another Message was received from the Presi- | his motion. 
dent of the United States, transmitting the result} Mr,.Ranpoxupa had no doubt it would be re- 
}ap- — of the census, lately taken, of the inhabitants of | collected, that at the first session of Congress, 
vid: F the United. States, with a letter from the Sécre- | under the Administration of the present Presi- 
ree & tary of State relative thereto.—Referred to the | dent, the session which met in May, 1809, a com- 
-nd- F committee appointed to fix the apportionment of | mittee was raised “to inquire whether any, and 
tes; F Representatives. |‘ what prosecutions had been instituted before the 
Mr. EXPENDITURE OF MONEYS. * courts of the United States for libels at common 
the ‘Jaw, and to report such provisions as. in their 


Mr. Ranpotru said, the House having made a | ; opinion may be necessary for’securing the free- 


‘dom of speech and of the press.” Congress ad- 
journed after a short session in June. The 
chairman of that committee was directed to ad- 
dress letters to the clerks of the several courts in 


disposition of the Message of the President of 
the United States, he felt himself called upon to 
submit a motion to the consideration of the House. 


On 
into 
fso F 
i But as the House was then thin, he would only 
lay it on the table. It would have been submit- 


$ to which such prosecutions had been commenced. 
ted, he said, two yeats ago, but for the circum- 

the Fg vee hich hh ye Des he H © | To some of these letters answers were received 

ects Fo eee P The “Ai oe a Gillawes after the adjournment. These answers received 

ans ; ae er E | im the recess (all except one, which the chair- 

nu f “Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire | man had found amongst his private papers since 

er- [| | and report whether moneys drawn from the Treasury | j) 0 meeting of the present session) were trans- 


since the 3d of March, 1801, have been faithfully ex- 


ted | pended on the objects for which they were appropriated, mitted to the Clerk of this House, in whose pee- 


session it is presumed they now are. The chair- 


da fo nae the same huve beem-regulerly accounted man of that committee, at the two succeeding 
was : sessions, was, by the visitation of God, and from 
ol PROSECUTIONS FOR: LIBEL: circumstances ees his control, for the first 
__ The Speaker presented a memorial of Matthew | time since he had the honor of a seat on this 

A. Lyon, of Kentucky, stating that, whilst a member | floor, prevented from attending to his duty till 
a’ | of the House of Representatives of the United | the sessions had considerably advanced, other- 
05, | | States, from the State of Vermont, he was ille-| wise he would have felt it obligatory on him to 
the | — gally tried and found guilty, under a charge of se- | have called the attention of Congress to this sub- 
red | — dition, and fined the sum of one thousand dollars } ject. It was his intention, at the present session, 
| and imprisoned twelve months, and praying that | without knowing anything of this petition, to 

rge | — the said fine may be repaid, with interest, together | have called the attention -of the House to it, 
el with his.pay asa member of Congress, which was | amongst others, at an early day. He thought it 
ect | withheld during his confinement. behooved this House, as the guardian of the pub- 
the | The petition being read, lic purse and public weal, to take edre that the 
of | Mr. New moved that: it be referred, with the | stream of public justice be preserved pure and 
| — accompanying documents, to the Committee of | free from pollution; and whether persons have 
bi: | | Claims. suffered by prosecutions under the sedition law, 
mT Mr. Basserr was opposed to this reference. | or under the common law of England—not the 
ay | If the petitioner had any elaim upon the United | common law of the States, as modified by the 
be States, it must be on the ground. that the law/ laws of the United States in their corporate 
tee under which he was convicted was unconstitu- | capacity—he was for affording them relief. He 


. tional. A claim of this kind could not be recog- | wished to see if any of our citizens had received 
of nised by that committee. He thought, therefore, | injury from prosecutions of this kind; and, if they 
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measure as may prevent a recurrence of similar 
mischief, . 

It'seems idle, said Mr. R., for any man to un- 
dertake, by statute, to do that which the Great 
Charter of our Confederation has endeavored to 
do in vain. It is, it appears, impossible to pre- 
vent men, heated by party, and seeking only the 
gratification of their own’ passions, from tramp- 
ling in the dust. the charter which we have 
sworn to support; for though our Constitution 
has said, in the broadest terms which our lan- 
guage knows, that the freedom of speech and of 
the press shall not be abridged, men have been 
found so lost to all sense of their country’s good, 
as to pass the act, commonly called the sedition 
act, and to send out our judges to dispefise, not 
law, but pulitics from the bench. It would seem 
idle to attempt to prevent, by statutory provis- 
ions, similar abuses. But though, formed as we 
are, we cannot attain perfection, we ought, in 
- imitation of a‘divine example, to aspire to it, and 
endeavor to preserve in purity the great Magna 
Charta of our country. 

This subject, Mr. R. said, might-appear frivo- 
lous to others. He knew that nien intent on 
. worldly things, with their snouts grovelling in the 
mud, who hold everything but sordid pelf, and 
still more disgraceful office, as dross and dust, 
would not think it worth while to attend to 
things of this kind. Nor did he wish to set him- 
self up for a political Pharisee, and thank God 
that he was not as other men are. 

Mr. R. moved to amend the reference, by add- 
ing to it the following: 

“With instructions to ‘inquire whether any, and 
what, prosecutions. have been instituted before the 
courts of the United States for libels, under-the sedi- 
tion law or the common law, and by what authority; 
and to make such provisions as they may deem neces- 
sary for securing the freedom of speech and of the 
press.” 

Mr. R. hoped this amendment would be agreed 
to; for, said he, it is evident that when we came 
into power, when we succeeded to our predeces- 
sors, proper measures were not taken for purifying 
the violent temper of the day—for. preventing 
the recurrence of prosecutions of this kinds He 
recollected having heard, at the close of the ad- 
ministration of the second President of the United 
States, one of the most beautiful pieces of: declam- 
ation, from a gentleman from South Carolina, 
which he had: ever heard, in which he conjured 
the House to re-enact the sedition act, because, 
said he, we are about to surrender the Govern- 
ment into the hands of men in whom we have 
no confidence, and [ wish to retain this law as 
our shelter, because, by this, if we are prosecuted 
for a libel, we can give the truth in evidence. 
Mr. R. said he listened to the gentleman, but he 
thought he was talking for talking’s sake. He 
did not believe that himself believed a word of 
what he said. Mr, R. did not suppose that a 
prosecution at common law, for a libel, could 
take place under a Republican Administration. 
He thought the gentleman was making the best 
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apology he could for the sedition law, and tha 
he was glad to find himself in a minority on jj, 
motion for continuing it. But, said he, experi. 
ence teacheth. I find it possible even for the 


Pharisees themselves sometimes to slide, some. 


times to fall. He thought it due to our country. 
and to ourselves, ‘that whatever abuses exis: 
without stopping to inquire whether the suffere, 
be a Catholic of a Protestant, a Federalist, , 
Democrat, ora Monarchy man, to redress the 
wrong. What would be said in a court of jus. 
tice ina caseof murder? It would not be though 
worth while to inquire what was the offender: 
politics, or whether honest or the contrary. He 
considered honest men as of right politics. |; 
unfortunately happens, said he, that some men 
make up in zeal what they know themselves to 
be deficient in honor and honesty. 

The amendment was agreed to and the peti- 
tion referred to & committee of seven, consisting 
of Mr. New. Mr. Ranpoips, Mr. Wricur, Mr. 
Troup, Mr. Wutrenivu,.Mr. Mosecey, and M;. 
Cooke. 





Tuurspay, November 14. 


Another member, to wit: Joun Ciopron, from 
Virginia, appeared, produced his credentials, was 
qualified, and took his seat, 

Mr. Ruea, from the committee appointed oa 
the eighth instant, presented a bill providing for 
the.government of the Territory of Louisiana; 
which was read twice and committed to a Con- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Wincery, from the committee appointed 
on the eleventh instant, presented a bill to alter 
the time of holding one of the terms of the dis 
trict. court of the District of Maine; which wa 
read twice and ordered tobe engrossed, and read 
the third time to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Basser, a committee wa: 
appointed to prepare and report sueh standing 


rules and orders of proceding as are proper to be 


observed in this. House. 

Mr. Bassett, Mr. Pirkxin,, Mr. Macon, Mr. 
Ne son, Mr. Bigs, Mr. Quincy. and Mr. Finpbisr 
were + =r the said committee. 

Mr. Raga, moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures be instructed to inquire into, the expedi- 
ency of laying additional duties on all coarse manufac- 
tures of flax and hemp. 

Mr. Conpit, moved the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce and 
Manufactures be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of encouraging the culture of hempen goods, 
either by protecting duties, or prohibiting the impor- 
tation, into the United States and its ‘Territories, 0! 
hemp, or goods manufactured from it; and that they 
have leave to report by bill. 


The resolutions were read, and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Jenninas, a committee was 
appointed to inquire into the expediency of av- 
thorizing the President of the United States to 
cause to be opened a road from the Northern line 


} 
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| te, | th St te and Te ie i 4 of the United States to 
4 blished by the Treaty of Greenville, where the | the States and Territories >» Un ates, 
United Siates road from Vincennes meets the said | which the Indian title is not extinguished, in such 
} jine, to the North Bend, ia the State of Ohio; | manner as that all white persons residing within any 
| with leave to report thereon by bill, or otherwise. | of the’said parts of the United States may and shall be 
Mr. Jenninas, Mr. New, and Mr. Morrow, | liable to the operation of those laws. 
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vr : were appointed the committee. | Mr. R. added, that if the petitions which had 
xist this morning been presented by the gentleman 
sisee f from North Carolina had been read, the necessity 
ee Fripay, November 15, _ | of taking some. measure similar to the one which 
the | Mr, Pickens presented a petition from inhabi- | he proposed, would have been evident to every 
jus | | tants im the western part of North Carolina, com- | member of the House, as the Indian countries are 
ight  plaining of mischief occasioned by the,settlement | become an asylum for persons guilty of every 
ery | _ of white. persons on the lands of the Cherokee In- | enormity. 
He : dians.—Referred to the Secretary of War. Mr. Pickens stated, that if any doubt existed as 
>’ Mr. Basser, on account of the state of his | to the proprieey of passing, this-resolution, he 
nen | health, begged to be excused from serving on the | would call for the reading of the petitions which 
sto | Committee of Claims, declaring that he was un-4 he had presented. 
able to attend to the duties imposed upon the; Mr. Wricut had some doubts whether the laws 
et: | Chairman of that important committee. Ex- | of the United States did not at present-extend to 
tine cused, cases of this kind, and wished the resolution to 
Mr Mr. Burver also wished to be excused from | lie on the table until the sabject could be looked 
Mr, serving on the same committee. He was also | into. 
excused, Mr. Biss said, a case had lately occurred in 
Mr. D. R. Wivuiams said, out of courtesy, he | the State of Georgia,which showed the necessity 
had voted in the majority on the questions which | of some farther provision on this subject. A mur- 
had just been decided ; but-he was apprehensive | der of a most atrocious kind had been committed 
rom he had done wrong, and moved for a reconsidera- | within the Indian country ; the’parties were taken 
Was tion of the question. He hoped the Chairman of | near the spot, and brought before the Federal au- 
the Committee of Claims would consent to retain | thority in Georgia; and upon a question of juris- 
08 his situation, and attempt to do the business to | diction, the judges decided that the court had no 
for which he had been appointed.. He was fearful | authority inthe case. In a similar instance, the 
ina that his relinquishing his post would be attended | offenders were brought before the State authori- 
om: with bad consequences, No doubt his relinquish- | ties, which determined in the same way, and the 
ment had occasioned his colleague to beg to be | offenders, of course, were in both cases discharged. 
ted | — excused: He hoped that both gentlemen ® would Mr. Grunpy was of opinion that the United 
lier | © consent to retain their situations. States courts had,.at present, complete jurisdic- 
dis. Afteran explanation from Mr. Basser, that | tion of all criminal cases which might arise with- 
was | he was really unable to endure the necessary fa- | jn the Indian boundary, thé case cited’by the gen- 
ead |  tigue of the business ; and from Mr. Burcer that | tleman from Georgia nothwithstanding; but he 
he had served several years on this committee, | supposed the object of this resolution was to sap- 
was aod that he expected shortly to be under the) ply the defects of the law at present in civil cases. 
ling Perfo of asking leave-of absence ; the motion | Mr. Potnpexter had no doubt but the courts of 
be | — for reconsideration was withdrawn. | the United States had jurisdiction of criminal of- 
__ Mr. Quincy presented the petition of Aaron | fences, committed withia the Indian boundary. 
Mr. Baldwin, praying for the remission of certain for- Congress, at their first session, made provision for 
AY, | — feitures which he. had incurred under the restric- | the punishment of offenders charged with mur- 
_ tive laws.—Referred. der, piracy, &c., committed on the high seas or 
: | Mr. Morrow reported a bill extending the time | without the territory of the United States. But 
and | _ for opening the several land offices in the Territo- | the difficulty suggested by the gentleman from 
edi- | ~ ty of Orleans.—Twice read and committed. Tennessee existed. Persons who have committed 
fae- A bill was reported to authorize a public road | petty. offences and debtors go over to the Indian 
| | from a point in the north line established by | territory, where the law cannot reach them.- He 
n: | » the Treaty of Greenville, where the United States’ | doubted whether the resolution was calculated to 
n@ 108d from Vincennes meets the said line to the | reach this objeet, and therefore wished it to lie on 
: North Bend,.in the State of Ohio, which was | the table that it might be amended. 
“4 twice read and committed. Mr. Ruea hoped he might be permitted to judge 
per: The bill for altering the time of holding one | for himself whether the resolution which he had 
of | | Of the terms of the United States’ courts in the | offered was calculated to accomplish the object 
hey | District of Maine, was read the third time and | which he bad in view. His colleague had inti- 
passed. mated that the laws, at present, extend to crimi- 
i | INDIAN AFFAIRS. nal offences, though the gentleman from Georgia 
| Mr. Ruea proposed the following resolution for | had stated a case in which the judges had deter- 
vas | adoption : mined otherwise. This shows, at least, that the 
om “ Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs | aw wants revision, not only with respect to crim- 
sto be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extend- | inal, but civil matters. He bad drawn the reso- 
ne ing the laws of the United States over those parts of lution in the most general terms. 


























Mr. Biss could not conceive how the judges of 
the Federal Court, in the ease he had cited, could 
have decided as they did with the law which had 
been referred to before them. Perhaps it might 
have arisen from a clause of the Constitution, 
which directsthat jurors shall. be drawn from the 


district where the offence is committed. 
The resolution was laid on the table. 


DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. 


Mr. Ruea called up for consideration the reso- 
lution which he laid upon the table yesterday pro- 
posing an additional duty on coarse hemp and flax, 

The-resolution was considered, and, on motion, 
the words “and cotton,” were added to it, by con- 


sent of the mover. ~ 


Mr. Grunpy observed, that several detached 
resolutions for the encouragement of domestic 
manufactures had been offered to the House. He 
wished the adoption of a proposition wifich should 
include all the manufactures of the country. He 
—_— the present motion might lie on the table for 
a few days, until such a proposition could be 'pre- 

t is, said. he, an object of great~magni- 
tude, when .we consider the vast sums of money |, 
which have lately been vested in establishments 
of this kind ;, andthe present is a favorable mo- 
ment for adopting some measures to give our 


w 
pared. 


manufactures countenance and support. 


Mr. Rupa could not agree to the proposed. post- 
He should never obtain his object, if 
he were to agree to.one postponement after ano- 
ther. His colleague could, at any time, submit his 


ponement. 


proposition, without hindering the progress of the 
one he had introduced. 


After some conversation.as to the propriety of 


discussing this proposition.in thé House, 

The Speaker decided, that though there is a 
rule of the House which says that all -proposi- 
tions for laying a tax shall be discussed in Com- 
mittee of the Whole; this resolution, in his opi- 
nion, did not come within that rile, as it was 
merely an instruction toa committee to inquire 
into. the expediency of laying an additional tax. 

The. motion, for laying the proposition on the 
table, was carried, 51 to 47. 


AMERICAN SEAMEN. 


Mr. Mitnor rose, and observed there was no 
topic more important than the protection of Amer- 
ican seamen, and yet he believed it would-be 
acknowledged by all who have given considera- 
tion to the subject, that our laws on this subject 
ate’ materially defective. The object of these 
laws ought to be twofold ; in the first place, for the 
protection of bona American citizens, and 
secondly, for the prevention of the abuse of those 
protections by citizens of other countries not en- 
titled to them. - It will be recollected, that the act 
for relief of American seamen makes it the cuty 
of the collectors to furnish certificates of citizen- 
ship in the manner therein directed ; but, owing 


‘to an error of Congress, no manner is prescribed ; 


and, of course, the collectors have been left to ac- 
cept of such proof as they deemed sufficient, or tu 
act under the’ directions of the Secretary of the 
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Treasury, which, in most instances, is an unsafe 
way of proceeding. The penal laws of the Upj 
ved Siates provide no punishment for the-crime of 
perjury in these cases. A reeent instance, Mr, 
M. said, had occurred in the district which he re- 
presented. An Italian, not twenty days in the 
country, appeared before a notary public, claim. 
ing the rights of an American seamen. He made 
the necessary oaths, and produced a sponsor who 
‘swore that he was born in Baltimore. ‘The tongue 
of the man detected the falsehood. The collect. 
or, with that attention to his duty for which he js 
so remarkable, had both seaman and sponsor ap- 
prehended. The attorney for the district looked 
into the case, and found the crime of perjury to 
be, the falsely taking an oath according to the 
laws of ‘the United States; but as the lew was 
defective, as above stated, the. offence was not 
perjury. The Attorney General confirmed this 
opinion. The offenders, therefore, escaped pun- 
ishment. He-believed other amendments might 
be usefully made to the law on this subject. He 
concluded by offering the following resolution for 
adoption, which was agreed to: 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire and report whether any, and what amendments 
are necessary to the laws of the United States relating 
to the protection of American seamen ; and that the 
committee have leave to report by bill or otherwise.” 

‘Mr. Mitnor, Mr. Lirrie, Mr. Reep, Mr. Bas- 
ser, and Mr. Pirxin, were appointed the com- 
mittee. 





Monpay, November 18. 

On motion of Mr. McKer, the Committee on 
the Public Lands were instructed to inquire what 
provision ought to be made respecting the loca- 
tion of Virginia military land warrants, west of the 
boundary line designated by the act of the third 
of March, 1804, with leave to report by bill, or 
otherwise. 

Mr. Sevzert presented the petition of shot- 
manufacturers of Philadelphia, praying for pro- 
tection. 

Mr. Mrrcatu presented the petition of James 
Forrest, of New York, merchant, stating that he 
had debts owing to him in the British West India 
Islands, to the amount of twenty-five thousand 
dollars, and. praying to be allowed to import pro- 
duce from them to that amount:—Referred to 
the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the petition presented 
last session on the subject of a new jail at Alex- 
andria, was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. : 

Oa motion of Mr. Morrow, it was 

Resolved, That the committee appointed on 
the 11th instant, on so much of the petition of 
the inhabitants of the State of Ohio, as relates to 
the opening of a certain road to Vincennes, be 
instructed to reporton the expediency of making 
provision by law, for laying out two roads, agree- 
ably to the treaty, with certain Indian tribes held 
at Brownstown in 1808. 

Mr. Raza called for the consideration of the 
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311 . Novemeer, 1811. axpenditure of Public Money. H. or R. 
ies resolution which he had laid upon the table a few | following session of Congress, the person: who 
male days ago, for instructing the Committee of Com- | was appointed chairman of the committee of the 
i merce and Manufactures to inquire into the ex- | first session, was unable to attend; but it wasa 
e of pediency of encouraging the manufacture of | gratification to him to find, that the subject was 
or. coarse hemp, flax, and cotton; which being agreed | taken up by an honorable colleague of his, to 
- to, some desultory debate took place for and whom the State of Virginia had been more than 
the against agreeing to the resolution. It was object- | once indebted for the luminous reports on. her 
~ ed to, because that committee had already the | fiscal concerns; but nothing was effected. To 
ee subject of manufactures generally referred to it, | show how different the information received was, 
vho and it was unnecessary to give them any special | from that asked for, Mr. R. proposed to read a 
ty instructions. In support of this resolution, it was | short letter. The object of the committee was, 
ve said to be a common practice to send instructions | to know in what way the Pursers of the Navy 
4 to committees; that it had been done, a few days | received their money, and what was the amount 
= ago, to this committee, in relation to the encour- | of their emoluments. Theanswer they received, 
" agement of iron manufactures; that, without such | stated “that the advances made to Pursers are by 
- special instructions, the committee might ‘not | warrants drawn on the Treasury, sometimes by 
the have their attention called to the articles in ques- | Navy agents,” &c. We inquired, said. he, what 
a4 tion; and, besides this, it was wished that the | were their emoluments, other than those allowed 
Bot House should, by such reference, evince their dis- | by law? Answer; “they arise from a certain per 
a position to encourage the manufactures of our | centage upon slops detailed to the seamen.” It 
m7 country. | may not be amiss, said Mr. R., to inform country 
ght After the debate had progressed for some time, | gentlemen that, by slops, are meant ready-made 
ale Mr. Smicie moved that the resolution lie on the | clothing, &c. It was scarcely possible to have 
ret table, which was agreed to—ayes 69. | givem a more evasive answer. We asked, What 
, ' The House went into a Committee, on motion | were their emoluments? They answer, “a cer- 
> of Mr. Morrow, on the bill extending the time | tain per centage fixed by the department ;” but 
- for opening the land office in the Territory of | what that per cent. was, the committee was left 
ing F «Orleans. The Committee reported the bill with- | to find out by instinct. It had been understood 
~ out amendment, and it was ordered to be en- | that large sums of money were advanced to these 
| grossed for a third reading. | Pursers, who laid it out in slops, which they re- 
_ On motion of Mr. Finpcey, the following reso- | tailed to the seamen at an advance, in some in- 
mm lution was agreed to: | stances, of twenty percent! This wasa fact, Mr. 
Resolved, That the Committee of Elections | R. said, which ought to be looked into. It was 
be instructed to prepare and report a bill for reg- | essential to the reputation of the Government, 
ulating the proceedings, and taking evidence in | essential to its honor, indispensable to the fair 
cases of contested elections of members of this | fame of those who administer the finances of the 
House. | United States, that abuses, such as these, should 
bat | be probed to the quick, to show to the world, that, 
1, EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC MONEY. | if we cannot govern the great beasts, the mam- 
the Mr. Ranvotrs asked for the consideration of | moths of the forest, we can, at least, poison the 
itd the resolution which he laid on the table some | rats. And whosemoney, asked Mr. R, is this? It is 
+ { days ago, directing the appointment of a commit- | the people’s money ; it comes from the pockets of 
' tee to inquire into the expenditure of public mo- | the peopleof the United States. When he spoke of 
- ney ; which, being agreed to, Mr. R. trusted there | this abuse of public money, he wished nogentleman 
ot would be no difference of opinion as to the pro- | to understand him as speaking of the abuse under 
priety of agreeing to this resolution. But, before | this, that, or the other President of the United 
nes | __ the vote was taken, he would state to the House, | States. He considered them all asof one descrip- 
. __ by way of explanation, the result of a former in- | tion of people ; and it was not less necessary to 


quiry. At the first session of the 11th Congress, | guard against abuses in a country where the 
a report of a committee was made, in part, on this | President is elected by the people, than in a coun- 
subject. [This report Mr°R.read. It states that, | try where he is put over them. He would dare 
owing to the shortness of the session, complete to question the infallibility of all, and look upon 
information on the subject could not be obtained.] | all with jealousy and distrust. He wished not, 
Asthe session lasted but six weeks, the committee | however, to be charged with that mistaken op- 
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dl had no reason to complain that the information | position to the Government, which determines to 
the required was not obtained. An expectation was | exhibit abuses for the sake of doing so; or with 
: entertained that it would be given at the next | shutting his eyes to the abuses of Thomas, while 
| session. But the committee have reason to com- | they are open to the abuses of John. Mr. R. said, 
~ é plain that the information which was given, was | he had no interest, distinct from the interest of 


Te thie 


altogether different from that which was asked. | his country. With respect to princes and poten- 

fe This was represented to the departments, and a | tates, the only favor he had to ask of them, was, 
more satisfactory report was promised at the en- | that they would keep their hands out of his pocket 

suing session. Mr. R. said, the course pursued | and off his person, and, to use a homely phrase, 

id at the first session, under the present President, | “if they would let him alone, he would let them 

° had been the same which was adopted at the | alone.” 

close of Mr. Adams’s Administration. At the Under these circumstances, Mr. R: asked the 

12th Con. Ist Srss.—12 
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House if it were not necessary for a committee | Seaver, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Rich. 
to be appointed to probe into this business? He | ard Stanford, Charles Turner, jun., Robert Whitehill, 
wished to state, before he sat down, that he had | and David R. Williams—34. 
learnt, soon after the present Secretary of the | Mr. Dawson observed that, as there appeared a 
Navy .came into office, the per centage of the large majority in favor of this claim, he would 
Pursers was reduced from twenty to four or five | offer a resolution, which he hoped would be ac. 
per cent. | ceptable to the House: 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to, and | « Resolved, That a committee’ be appointed to in. 
a committee of seven appointed, as follows; | quire into the expediency of making provision by law 
Messrs. RanpoLpx, Goin, McKim, Roserrs, | for the relief of infirm and superannuated officers and 
Jounson, Law, and Wipcery. soldiers of the late Revolutionary army, and of the 


present Army of the United States, and report by bill 
COMMODORE WHIPPLE. cielo 


On motion of Mr. Tatumanae, the House went | dered to lie on the table. 


into Committee of the Whole, on the bill for the | 
relief of Abraham Whipple, late a Captain in the | 
Navy of the United States. The Committee | Tvuespay, November 19. 
filled up the blanks, ard reported the bill tothe | Mr.Guaoxuson and Mr. Sace were appointed on 
House. Some opposition was made to its pas- | the Committee of Claims, in the room of Mr. 
sage, on the ground that, if any provision was | Bassett and Mr. Burier, who were excused 
made for those Revolutionary services, it ought | from serving on that committee. 
to be done generally, and not select individual; Mr. Jenninas offered the following resolution 
cases, when there were many others equally hard. | to the consideration of the House, which was 
In favor of the bill, it was said, this being the | agreed to: 
case of a sea-officer, for which no provision had} Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
been made at the close of the war, no injury could | be and they are hereby directed to inquire into the 
arise from the precedent; tlrat it was a case sim- | expediency of attaching to the district of Jeffer. 
ilar to Commodore Hardie’s, who had been al- | sonville,so much of the lands ceded to the United 
lowed a pension from the fund which had been | States at Fort Wayne, on the 30th of September, 
provided by law in 1800, from the Government’s | 1809, as lies adjoining to the said district, and east 
share of prizes taken at sea, from which this al-| of the second principal meridian established in 
lowance was meant also to be taken. The bill | the Indiana Territory. 
was ordered to be engrossed—yeas 71, nays 34, as | Mr. Seaver presented a petition from certain 
follows: | merchants of Massachusetts, and Mr, Prr«in from 
Yxras—-Stevenson Archer, John Baker, Josiah | others of Connecticut, praying for leave to import 


Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus |-goods ordered from England before the President's 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, William Butler, John | proclamation was issued.—Referred to the Com- 


C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, | mittee of Commerce and Manufactures. 
aaa Goan ae Clay, very hing te The following engrossed bills were read a third 
eit, Guns h aks ech set Danek or, Eline Berle. time and passed, viz: A bill to extend the time 
William A James Emott, James Fisk, Asa Fitch. | 2% opening the several land offices established in 
a eeath teen Thomas R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, | ‘2@, Territory of Orleans; and a bill for the relief 
Isaiah L. Gréen, Soha A. Harper, John P. Senile of Abraham Whipple, late a captain in the Navy 
ford, Richard Jackson, jun., Joseph Kent, Abner La- of the United States. ; : 
cock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jun., Peter Little, | ,Mr.Dawson called up for consideration the res- 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, William | Qlution which he yesterday laid upon the table. 
McCoy, Samuel McKee, James. Milnor, Samuel L. | for appointing a select committee to inquire into 
Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, | the expediency of making provision by law for 
Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Jo- | infirm, disabled, and superanouated officers and 
seph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Piper, Timothy | soldiers of the Revolutionary and present Army. 
Pitkin, jun., James Pleasants, jun., Peter B. Porter, | It was considered and*agreed to, without a divi- 
William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, John Sevier, Adam | sion. The committee consists of seven members. 
viz: Mr. Dawson, Mr. Biount, Mr. Burier, Mr. 


Seybert, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Davenport, Mr. Ormsby, Mr. Gop, Mr. Fisk. 




















Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tall- 

man, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Pierre Van Cort- : 

landt, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Thomas Wil- TERRITORY OF LOUISIANA. 

‘son, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright—71. On motion of Mr. Ruea, the House went into 
Re ake ; ; . 

Avdey, eckiel” fe aie aie mee pe ee a Committee of the Whole, on the bill for the 

Blount, Adam Boyd, Elijah Brighiazs; Robert Brown, | $oVerument of the Territory of Louisiana. The 

William A. Burwell, William Crawford, Roger Davis, bill being read by paragraphs, Mr, Fisk moved to 

William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Bolling Hall, strike out the words in the filth section of the bill, 

Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyne- which makes it necessary for persons to be in pos- 

man, William R. King, Joseph Lefever, Aaron Lyle, | 558100 of a freehold to havea right to vote. This 

Nathaniel Macon, Thomas Moore, Alexander McKim, | "otion was opposed by Mr. Ranpowpa, on prin- 

Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Josiah Quincy, John | ciple, in-a speech of considerable length, in which 

Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer | he advocated the freehold qualification for voters. 
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The motion was opposed also by Mr. Ruga, as 
unnecessary for the attainment of the mover’s 
object ; as he stated the qualification for voters 
was twofold—one was the possession of a free- 
hold, the other a residence of a year previous to 
the time of election. 

Mr. PotnpexTer made a motion, which super- 
seded that of the gentleman from Vermont, to 
strike out all that part of the section which de- 
fined the qualification of voters, and insert, “every 
free white male citizen residing in the said Ter- 
ritory, who shall have attained the age of twenty- 
one years, and paid a tax.” 

This amendment was debated till the usual hour 
of adjournment, when the Committee rose with- 
out taking the question, and obtained leave to sit 

ain. 

This debate, though protracted to considerable 
length, embraced a very narrow question, viz: 
whether it is better to require voters to hold free- 
hold property, or to suffer every man to possess 
the privilege of voting who has arrived to the age 
of twenty-one years. Asalready stated, Mr. Ran- 
poLpH took the first ground, and introduced the 
practice of Virginia to show that it was attended 
with the best effects. Mr. Fisk, Mr. Wricar, 
Mr. Smiviz, and Mr. Potnpexrsr, took the oppo- 
site side of the question. They argued that life 
and liberty are superior to property—that these 
are dearer to the poor man than all the property 
of the rich. Mr. Wricur said, that the State of 
Maryland had tried the property qualification for 
voting, had found it attended with bad effects, and 
had now abandoned it. It was formerly required 
that a voter should be possessed of property to the 
value of thirty pounds; so that if a man possessed 
a horse of that value, he was entitled to a vote; 
but if the horse happened to die before the elec- 
tion, he lost his privilege, which was placing the 
right in the horse instead of the man. As to free- 
hold qualifications, they were evaded too by deeds 
made for the occasion, which were afterwards 
cancelled. 

Mr. Ranpocpn, in combatting the principle of 
universal suffrage, said that it was impossible for 
the gentleman himself, (alluding to Mr. Smitie,) 
or any piping-hot member from a Jacobin club— 
for any disciple of Tom Paine‘or of the Devil— 
to carry this principle of equality to its full extent; 
for even they must exclude fees its operation 
minors and females. He also took occasion to 
pon a strong philippic against foreigners 
having any part inthe Government. Mr. Smuts, 
in his reply, paid a tribute of respect to the mem- 
ory of Paine, on aecount of his valuable political 
writings, which had been considered as highly 
serviceable in the Revolution, and which would 
always be esteemed wherever the rights of man 
are understood, and reminded him of the foreign- 
ers who had assisted in fighting our Revolution- 
ary battles. Mr. Ranpvowpa justified his allusion 
to Paine; said he was sorry the gentleman had 
not recollected his “ Age of Reasan,” as well as 
his “Rights of Mas ;” and as to any services which 
he rendered by his writings, he thought little of 
them. The heroes engaged in that great cause 
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did not need the assistance of an English stay- 
maker. In reply, Mr. Smtuie said, he never inter- 
fered with a man’s religious opinion; that was a 
private concern, which lay between God and a 
man’s own conscience; and as to the profession 
of Paine, that, he apprehended, would never lessen 
the value of his writings. 





Wepnespay, November 20. 


Another member, to wit, ARcHIiBALD McBryps, 
from North Carolina, appeared, produced his cre- 
dentials, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. LirTLe presented a memorial of the repre- 
sentatives of the religious society of Friends, of 
the yearly meeting held in Baltimore, for the 
Western Shore of Maryland, the adjacent parts 
of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Ohio, stating that 
an extensive traffic is carried on in negroes and 

eople of color, from the Middle to the Southern 

tates, in violation of the law prohibiting the 
African slave trade; and that many free people 
of eolor are kidnapped, carried off, and held in 
slavery, by, persons engaged in the traffic above 
mentioned, and praying the interference of Con- 
gress therein.—Referred to the Committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Dawson, from the committee appointed 
on the eighth instant, presented a bill for the ap- 
portionment of representatives aniong the several 
States, according to the third enumeration; which 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole to-morrow. 

Mr. PoinvexTER presented a petition of the in- 
habitants of West Florida, praying, for the rea- 
sons therein stated, that West Florida be annexed 
to, and governed by, the laws of the Mississippi 
Territory.—Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MILwNor stated that the present compensa- 
tion to witnesses who are compelled to appear in 
the courts of the United States is very inadequate. 
Several distressing cases of this kind had occurred 
in Pennsylvania. To remedy the evil, Mr. M. 
proposed the adoption of the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, That.a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing, by law, for the 
compensation of witnesses held under recognizance to 
give testimony in criminal prosecutions in courts of the 
United States, with leave to report by bill or other- 
wise.” 

Agreed to, and a committee of three appointed, 
viz: Mr. Mitnor, Mr. Gaouson, and Mr. Mxt- 
CALF. 





Tuurspay, November 21. 


Another member, to wit: Exvisna R. Porter, 
from Rhode Island, appeared, produced his: cre- 
dentials, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Seyperr presented a petition of John H. 
and Joseph Cresson, merchants, of Philadelphia, 
to the same effect with the petition of William 
Dean.—Referred to the Committee of Commerce 
and Manufactures. 

Mr. Finpuey, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, to whom was referred the petition of John 
Taliaferro, contesting the election of Joun P. 
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Houneerrorp, made a report thereon ; which was 
read, and referred to a Committee of the Whole 
on Monday next. 

Mr. Lewis presented a petition of Rebecca 
Hodgson, widow and administratrix of Joseph 
Hodgson, deceased, praying compensation for the 
loss of a brick house, the property of the petition- 
er’s husband, which was leased to the Govern- 
ment to be occupied as an office for the War De- 
partment, and was burned down whilst in the 
occupancy aforesaid.— Referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Mr. Seyeert, from the Committee of Revisal 
and Unfinished Business, made a report, in - part, 
of such matters of business as were depending 
and undetermined at the close of the last session 
of Congress.—Ordered to lie on the table. 


ADDITIONAL DUTIES. 


On motion of Mr. Ruea, the House took up for 
consideration the resolution which he had sub- 
mitted some days ago, proposing to instruct the 
Committee of Commerce and Manufactures to 
inquire into the expediency of laying an addi- 
tional duty on coarse manufactures of hemp, flax, 
and cotton. 

This resolution produced a long desultory de- 
bate, which occupied the House the whole of the 
day, without coming to any decision upon it. 

Mr. Stranrorp, on the ground that the Com- 
mittee of Commerce and Manufactures had al- 
ready this subject under consideration, moved an 
indefinite postponement of the resolution. 

This motion was negatived, 58 to 48, 

Mr. Kine proposed an amendment. He ex- 
pressed himself friendly to the resolution of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, and to the encourage- 
ment of domestic manufactures generally. His 
amendment was in the following words: 

“ And also into the expediency of laying a duty on 
the importation of salt, with authority to report by bill 
or otherwise.” 

Mr. K. observed, that this was an article of 
general consumption, and its manufecture ought 
to be encouraged ; as it was known what diffieul- 
ties this country had experienced, and might again 
experience, when placed -in a situation in which 
a sufficiency of salt could not be obtained. He 
hoped, therefore, his amendment would be agreed 
to. 

Mr. Saivie was afraid the House was getting 
into a practice that would produce great trouble 
and confusion, by departing from the usual and 
settled mode of proceeding. It had always been 
deemed irregular, when a subject was committed, 
to bring it forward in the House before the com- 
mittee made its report. Look at our situation, 
said he. A gentleman proposes a tax on manu- 
faetures of cotton, ahother on salt. Every gen- 
tleman has his favorite manufacture which he 
wishes eneouraged, so that an armful of resolu- 
tions will be thrown into the hands of this com- 
mittee. Mr. S. said he was friendly to the man- 
ufactures of our country, and was willing to give 
them every-aid; but he did not wish, in doing 
this, to break through established rules. If gen- 
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ject until the Committee of Commerce and Man- 
ufactures make their report, they will then have 
a fair opportunity of delivering their sentiments 
fully, and of supporting such particular manufac. 
tures as they may deem of most importance to 
the country. He hoped that neither the amend- 
ment nor the resolution would be agreed to. 

Mr. Atston considered the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania mistaken as to the rule and practice 
of the House. If the doctrine which he main- 
tains were correct, gentlemen might be defeated 
in effecting the objects which they have in view, 
It was only to refer a subject to a committee ; and 
if a majority of that committtee were unfriendly, 
and either failed to report, or reported inimically, 
the friends of the measure might be defeated, 
though there were a majority in the House in its 
favor. It was a common practice, Mr. A. said, to 
refer a subject generally to a committee, and 
afterwards instruct them, by resolution, as to par- 
ticular branches of the subject. 

Mr. Newton (the Chairman of the Committee 
of Commerce and Manufactures) said, the subject 
of manufactures was considered as being gener- 
ally before them, and he knew it to be the inten- 
tion of the committee to take up the matter com- 
prehensively ; and if any gentleman shall think 
proper to give them information respecting any 
particular manufacture, either orally or in writing, 
they will be glad to receive it. Mr. N. thought 
the gentleman from North Carolina(Mr. Ausron) 
was mistaken, when he said that a committee 
had the power of defeating the purposes of mem- 
bers; because, whenever a report was made, it 
was in the power of a majority of the House to 
amend it, and make it just what they please. 

Mr. Quincy was in favor of the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from North Carolina, 
(Mr, KinG,) and thanked him for bringing it for- 
ward. Some of his constituents, men who lived 
on the sandbanks of the country, were deeply in- 
terested in the manufacture of salt, and had been 
nearly ruined by the repeal ‘of the duty on that 
article. He was friendly to a duty on salt, as it 
was more equal and:less felt in the payment than 
any other, and he had always thought it strange 
that the duty had been repealed. e 

Mr. Macon thought the proposition to tax this 
necessary of life, ata time when it is probable we 
may find-a difficulty in procuring it in sufficient 
quantity, was very ill-timed. The repeal of this 
duty had been called strange. He thought it 
would have been more strange had Congress cun- 
tinued the duty when the Treasury was not in 
need of the money arising from it. If there was 
any thing strangeyin the business, it was that 
there should have been any opposition to the re- 
peal. Mr. M: agreed with the remark made bya 
gentleman from Massachusetts some days ago, 
that taxes, to be jist, ought to be equal, Would 
a tax on salt, he asked, be equal? It certainly 
would not. People on the seacoast would not 
feel it. Their cattle would refuse it, if given to 
them. The interior of the country, the people 


from East to West, would have to bear the weight 
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of this tax. But the gentleman from Massachu- 


setts says the repealing of this duty ruined his 
constituents, who live on the sandbanks of ,the 
country. He would not consent, however, to tax 
the people of his part of the country, ae 
sandhills, to support that gentleman's sandbank 
constituents. 

But this duty, it is said, is to be laid to en- 
courage manufactures. Why this great cry about 
domestic manufactures? He thought they had 
already sufficient encouragement from the present 
situation of things. The President had recom- 
mended the subject to the consideration of the 
House, and he had no doubt the committee, to 
whom it had been referred, would do what is 
proper on the subject. Mr. M. wished to know 
for what purpose this additional duty is wanted. 
If, said he, it be wanted for going to war, let us 
know it. For his part, he had heard so much 
about war formerly, that he hardly thought we 
should get at it now. 

Mr. M. said, on a former occasion, when the 
country was in a situation something like the 
present, a gentleman from Virginia was so alarm- 
ed lest salt sufficient could not be had, that he 
proposed a bounty on its importation. What, 
raid Mr. M., will be the effect of a proposition 
for taxing salt in the country ? He had no doubt 
that, in the Southern States, it would imme- 
diately raise the price of the article at Petersburg 
and Fayetteville. On this account, he hoped, if 
the House did not mean to lay a tax on salt, that 
the proposition would be immediately discarded. 
For himself, he would sooner consent to a land 
or poll tax than a tax on salt. 

Mr. Smitie moved a postponement of the reso- 
lution until the first Monday in February next. 

This motion was debated at some length. Some 
who wished to vote for it, wished the proposition 
for a tax on salt to be disconnected with the ori- 
ginal proposition. 

Mr. Kine withdrew his amendment. But he 
could not help expressing his astonishment at the 
alarm which had been excited by a mere propo- 
sition to submit an inquiry toa committee. He 
did not propose to tax salt, but he wished the sub- 
ject to have been committed, that a report might 
have been had on the subject. He was far from 
desiring to benefit one part of the country to the 
injury of another, or from offering any disrespect 
to the Committee of Commerce and Manufac- 
tures; but he wished to see how far Congress 
were disposed to encourage the manufactures of 
our country in preference to those of foreign na- 
tions. 

Mr. Burwetu was of opinion that the proposed 
postponement would not answer the purpose in- 
tended ; for, when the day arrived to which the 
resolution was referred, the gentleman from T'en- 
nessee would not fail to call it up, perhaps, twenty 
times in the course of the session. He had said 
he would stick by it, and no one would doubt his 

erseverance to obtain his object. Mr. B. thought 
1t would be the better course, and would save 
much trouble in the House, to refer this, and 
every other resolution of the kind which might 
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be offered. It would be showing respect to the 
movers, would not decide upon their merits, and 
the committee would act upon them as the 
thought proper. If a contrary course be pursued, 
gentlemen who wish to call the attention of Con- 
gress to particular kinds of manufacture, will 
have to be constantly troubling the committee to 
whom the subject is referred, which might prove 
very unpleasant, both to the members of the com- 
mittee and to the gentlemen who felt it their duty 
to apply to them. He hoped the House would, 
therefore, act upon the resolution. 

The question on postponement was negatived 
by yeas and nays—64 to 46. 

The resolution came again under consideration. 
Successive amendments were made to it. The 
word coarse was struck out, and the articles of 
wool and lead were added. Salt was again pro- 
posed by Mr. Quincy, but negatived—59 to 54. 
Iron wire and files were proposed to be added; 
but the usual hour of adjournment having arrived, 
a motion was made and carried to adjourn, before 
the question on this proposition was decided. 





Fripay, November 22. 


Another member, to wit; Epwin Gray, from 
Virginia, appeared, produced his credentials, was 
qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. PoinpextTer, from the committee appoint- 
ed the fourteenth instant, presented a bill for the 
relief of Josiah H. Webb; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. 

Mr. Key presented a petition of John Dillon, 
of the State of Maryland, stating that his schoon- 
er, called the “ Rachael,” was seized, libelled, and 
condemned in the district court of Orleans, for a 
supposed violation of the revenue laws, and that, 
upon an appeal to the Supreme Court, the sen- 
tence of condemnation was reversed, and restitu- 
tion ordered ; and praying that he may be paid 
the amount for which the said vessel was sold 
under the order of the said court of Orleans.— 
Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Stow presented a petition of sundry offi- 
cers and soldiers, and the heirs of officers and 
soldiers, who served in the British army in Ame- 
rica, in the war between Great Britain and 
France, which commenced in 1755, residing in 
Jefferson county, State of New York, praying 
that their claims to lands for services in the said 
war may be investigated, and that they may re- 
ceive grants for whatever portion may be found 
due to them.—Referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, presented a bill for the relief 
of Anthony Crease; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on Mon- 
day next. 

On motion of Mr. Sreyvsert, a committee of 
three members of the House of Representatives 
was appointed, who, with three members of the 
Senate, shall have the application of the money 
appropriated by the “Act making a further ap- 
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ropriation for the support of a Library,” passed 
the 2st of February, 1806 ; and Messrs. Sey- 
BERT, Lownpes, and Quincy, were appointed the 
committee. 

Mr. Go p, from the committee appointed the 
13th instant, presented a bill providing for the 
more convenient taking of affidavits and bail in 
civil causes depending in the courts of the United 
States; which was read twice, and committed to 
a Committee of the Whole on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Burwe tr, John Taliaferro, 
who has contested the election of: Joun P. Hun- 
GERFORD, had leave to otcupy a seat on the floor 
of the House, for the purpose of being heard, in 
person, when the subject-matter of the said con- 
tested election shall be under consideration. 


APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

On motion of Mr. Dawson, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, on the bill 
for apportioning the Representatives among the 
several States, according to the third enumera- 








ion. 

The bill having been read, the question on fill- 
ing the blanks occurred. The first was in rela- 
tion to the number of inhabitants for each, Rep- 
resentative ; when ; 

Mr. Dawson observed, that he was instructed 
by the committee who directed him to report this 
bill, to propose filling the blank with the words 
forty thousand ; but he should himself vote 
against filling the blank with this number, be- 
cause it would deprive the State of Rhode Island 
of one-half of her present Representatives; it 
would deprive Connecticut and Maryland each 
of one member, and Virginia of two. He should, 
therefore, be in favor of filling the blank with 
37,000, as this number would not deprive any 
State of a Representative, and it would only in- 
crease the present number of Representatives from 
142 to 180. 

Mr. Ringe y, from Delaware, hoped the blank 
would not be filled with 40,000. He was in favor 
of filling it with 35,000, which he thought would 
do more equal justice to all the States than any 
other number, and would leave less fractional 
numbers. This number would give two members 
to the State he represented; a greater number 
would leave a very large fraction. If 35,000 were 
agreed upon, it would give the House 18] mem- 
bers, which, he thought, could not be considered 
as an extravagant number. Mr. R. urged the 

ropriety of thus filling the blank, at considerable 
ength. 

Mr. Porter spoke of the hardship which the 
State which he represented (Rhode Island) would 
experience, if the number proposed should be 
agreed to. Mr. P. thought such treatment, from 
her sister States, would illy requite the great ex- 
ertions of her citizens during the Revolution, or 
the commercial and manufacturing enterprise of 
his constituents, which was at least equal to that 
of any State in the Union. He hoped, in order 
to afford time for deliberation on this subject, that 
the Committee would ‘rise, and report progress. 
He made this motion; which was negatived. 
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The question was then taken on filling the 
aT with 40,000, and negatived—ayes 60, noes 
53. 

Mr. Dawson then moved to fill the blank with 
the words 37,000, 

Mr. AnpeRSoN moved 39,000. 

Mr. Boyp was in favor of a smaller number. 
He thought the reasons offered by the gentleman 
from Delaware, in favor of filling the blank with 


| 35,000, were deserving of attention, and spoke at 


some length in favor of this number. 

Questions were severally taken on filling the 
blank with 39,000, 38,000, and 37,000, and nega- 
tived ; the last by one vote only. 

The question was then put upon 35,000, and 
carried—69 votes being in favor of it. 

Mr. Dawson moved that the Committee rise, 
The other blanks in the bill would be easily filled 
in the House, after the number of inhabitants to 
7 Representative should be definitively set- 
tied. 

The Committee rose accordingly, and took up 
the report. 

Mr. Smite voted in Committee of the Whole 
in favor of filling the blank with 37,000, in order 
to accommodate those States which would suffer 
by having the blank filled with 40,000, though he 
thought that number would be best; but as he 
found the members from those very States voted 
against 37,000, and in favor of a smaller number, 
he should now be in favor of 40,000. 

After considerable debate, in which Mr. Ripat- 
ty, Mr. Fisx, and Mr. Wincery, spoke in favor 
of agreeing to the report, and Mr, J. Ranvo.ru 
against it, and in favor of filling the blank with 
37,000, the question on filling the blank with 
35,000, was taken and negatived—yeas 48, nays 
76, as follows : 


Yzas—Daniel Avery, Josiah Bartlett, Abijah Bige- 
low, Adam Boyd, Elijah Brigham, John C. Calhoun, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, Martin 
Chittenden, John Davenport, jun., Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, James Fisk, 
Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. 
Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, 
Richard Jackson, junior, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, James Milnor, Samuel L. 
Mitchill, Jonathan O. Moseley, Timothy Pitkin, jun. 
Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Jo- 
siah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Ebe- 
nezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, Lewis B. Sturges, George 
Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri 
Tracy, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, 
Leonard White, and William Widgery. 

Nays—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, John Baker, David Bard, Burwell Bas- 
sett, William W. Bibb, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas 
Blount, James Breckenridge, Robert Brown, William 
A. Burwell, William Butler, Matthew Clay, John 
Clopton, Thomas B, Cooke, Lewis Condit, William 
Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, 
William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, 
Peterson Goodwyn, Felix Grundy, Aylett Hawes, Ja- 
cob Hufty, John P. Hungerford, John M. Hyneman, 
Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph 
Lefever, Joseph Lewis, junior, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel 
Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archi- 
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bald McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alex- 
ander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jere- 
miah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel 
Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jun., John 
Randolph, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, 
William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, 
John Sevier, Adam Seybert, John Smilie, Geo. Smith, 
John Smith, Richard Stanford, Silas Stow, William 
Strong, Peleg Tallman, George Troup, Chas. Turner, 
jun., Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, Thomas 
Wilson, and Richard Winn. 

Mr. Trove moved to fill the said blank with 
the words “ forty thousand,” and the question be- 
ing taken, it was determined in the negative— 
yeas 50, nays 72, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Josiah Bartlett, William 
W. Bibb, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Rob- 
ert Brown, William A. Barwell, John C. Calhoun, 
Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, Lewis Condit, Wil- 
liam Crawford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, William 





Findley, Meshack Franklin, Felix Grundy, Bolling | 


Hall, Obed Hall, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, 
William R. King, Abner Lacock, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Samuel L. Mitch- 
ill, James Morgan, Thomas Newbold, Israel Pickens, 
William Piper, Jonathan Roberts, William -Rodman, 


Ebenezer Sage, Adam Séybert, Samuel Shaw, John ! 


Smilie, William Strong, Peleg Tallman, George M. 
Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Robert Whitehill, David 
R. Williams, and Thomas Wilson. 

Nars—Stevenson Archer, Daniel Avery, Burwell 
Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, Adam Boyd, James Brecken- 
ridge, Elijah Brigham, William Butler, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Clopton, Thomas 
B. Cooke, John Davenport, jun., John Dawson, Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Ely, Jas. Emott, 
James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. 
Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, 
John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, John P. Hungerford, 
Richard Jackson, junior, Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, 
Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr., Robert 
Le Roy Livingston, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, 
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Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bige- 
low, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Jas. Breck- 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, William A. 
Burwell, William Butler, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Lewis 
Condit, William Crawford, John Davenport, junior, 
Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias 
Earle, William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, 
Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thos. 
R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Felix Grun- 
dy, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John P. 
Hungerford, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jr., 
Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, William R. King, Abner 
Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever,. Joseph Lewis, 
jun., Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, 


Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell,. 


Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, 
Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, 
James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, 
Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, 
Israel Pickens, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, junior, 
James Pleasants, junior, Benjamin Pond, Elisha R. 
Potter, John Randolph, John Rhea, John Roane, Jon- 
athan Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, John Sevier, John Smilie, George 
Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, Silas Stow, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tall- 
man, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, 
jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, junior, Laban Wheaton, 
Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, Wm. Widgery, 
Thomas Wilson, and Richard Winn. 

Nars—William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, John C. 
Calhoun, Martin Chittenden, Samuel Dinsmoor, Jas. 
Fisk, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, John A. Harper, 
James Morgan, Josiah Quincy, Henry M. Ridgely, Eb- 
enezer Seaver, Abam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, William 
Strong, George Sullivan, and Samuel Taggart. 

Mr. Dawson moved to fill the other blanks in 
the bill, as follow: New Hampshire, five mem- 
bers; Massachusetts, eighteen; Vermont, five; 
Rhode Island, two; Connecticut, seven; New 
York, twenty-five ; New Jersey, six; Pennsylva- 
nia, twenty-one ; Delaware, one ; Maryland, nine; 
Virginia, twenty-two; North Carolina. thirteen ; 


Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, | South Carolina, nine ; Georgia, five; Kentucky, 
Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nel- | ten ; Ohio, six ; and Tennessee, six. 


son, Anthony New, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, | 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 


Timothy Pitkin, jun., James Pleasants, jun., Benjamin | reading, and the House adjourned. 


Pond, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, | 


William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, John Rhea, John 
Roane, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Se- 
vier, George Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, 





(a nee 


Monpay, November 25. 
| The Speaker laid before the House the annual 


Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, George Sullivan, Sam- | report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the 


uel Taggart, Benjamin ‘l'allmadge, Uri Tracy, Pierre 
Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Wm. Widgery, 
and Richard Winn. 


Mr. Tracy moved to fill the said blank with 
“thirty-eight thousand ;” and the question there- 
on being taken, was also determined in the nega- 
tive. 


Mr, Dawson then moved, that the said blank 
be filled with the words “ thirty-seven thousand ;” 
and the question thereon being taken, was resolv- 


ed in the affirmative—yeas 102, nays 18, as fol- 
lows: 


Yxras—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 


j 


| state of the finances of the United States, in obe- 
dience to the “Act to establish the Treasury 
Department.”—Referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. Avery, from the committee appointed on 
the fourteenth instant, preseated a bill for the re- 
lief of John Burnham; which was read twice, 
and committed toa Committee of the Whole to- 
| morrow. 

On motion of Mr. PoinpexTer, 
| Resolved, That so much of the petition of the 
| inhabitants of West Florida, as relates to the 
annexation of that Province to the Mississippi 
Territory, be referred to the committee appointed 
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on the'memorial of the Legislative Council and 
Howse of Representatives of said Territory, pray- 
ing admission into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original’ States; and that so much of 
the said petition as relates to land claims, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “to authorize 
the surveying and marking of certain roads in 
the State of Ohio, as contemplated by the Treat 
of Brownstown, in the Territory of Michigan ;” 
and desire the concurrence of this House therein. 


APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


The bill for the apportionment of representa- 
‘tives according to the third enumeration of the 
ypeople of the United States was read a third 
dime; and on the question, “ Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. Biss moved to recommit the bill, with a 
view to substitute another ratio for that on whieh 
it is now predicated. 

The motion was supported at considerable 
length by Mr. Quincy, as also by Mr. Key and 
Mr. Wincery and Mr. Smitie, and opposed by 
Mr. Ranvo.pn. 

The motion for recommitment was lost—yeas 
56, nays 72, as follows: 

Yxas—Williem Anderson, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel 
Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, William W. Bibb, Abijah 
Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, Elijah 
Brigham, Robert Brown, Martin Chittenden, Thomas 
B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, Roger Davis, Samuel Dins- 
moor, William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, 

_ James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah L. 
Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, John 
M. Hyneman, Philip B. Key, Robert Le Roy Living- 
ston, Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, Arunah Met+ 
calf, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Benjamin 
Pond, Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, 
Henry M. Ridgely, William Rodman, Thomas Sam- 
mons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
John Smilie, George Smith, Silas Stow, William 
Strong, George Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Peleg Tall- 
man, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van 
Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and 
William Widgery. 

Nays— Willis Alston, jun., Stevenson Archer, John 
Baker, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William Black- 
ledge, Thomas Blount, James Breckenridge, William 
A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epa- 
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aoa Champion, Langdon Cheves, John Clopton, 


illiam Crawford, John Davenport, jun., John Daw- 
son, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, Meshack Franklin, 


Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, | 


Felix Grundy, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John P. 
Hungerford, Richard Jackson, jun., Richard M. John- 
son, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, 
Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jun., 
Peter Little, William Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William Mc- 
Coy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, James Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh 
Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas 
Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel 


| 
| 


| 
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Richard Stanford, Lewis B. Sturges, Benjamin Tall 
madge, Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, Thoma 
Wilson, and Richard Winn. 

’ The question was then taken on the passage o/ 
the bill, and resolved in the affirmative. 


MILITARY CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 


Mr. Ranpovpu prefaced a motion On this sub. | 


ject by observing that he trusted it was one oy 
which there would be no difference of opinion, 
The subject had before now been agitated in th: 
House, and had been spoken of at léast, if no 
formally brought before the Committee’ of For. 
eign Relations ; but deeming it more specifically 
to belong to the committee on that part of th: 
President’s Message relating to our oyilitary af. 
fairs, he wished to give it that direction. If they 
were, according to the wishes of the Executive. 
to increase the standing military force, to author. 
ize the President to accept the services of volun. 
teer companies, and to call out detachments o/ 
militia; in other words, if there was the slightes 
probability that the public force of the country 
would be brought into action; the first step to be 
taken must be to amend the rules and articles of 
war, so as to abolish the use of the lash. A\- 
though the vagrants picked up in alehouses and 
tippling shops might submit to this degradation 
it was well known, Mr. R. said, that the yeo- 
manry of the country would not; and he woul: 
venture to say that, formidable as they would be 
to an enemy in the field, they would prove mor 
so to their officers if this sort of military dis. 
cipline were attempted to be introduced among | 
them. He remarked also that, notwithstanding | 
all that could be said by military coxcombs, by | 
the sticklers for the old system, experience hai 
proved that flogging was not essential to the | 
strictest military discipline. He, therefore, moved 
“That the committee to whom has been referred 0 
much of the President’s Message as relates to filling | 
the ranks and prolonging the enlistments of the regu: | 
lar troops, and to an auxiliary force, be instructed to | 
inquire whether any, and what alteration is necessary | 
in the act, entitled ‘An act for establishing rules and 
eee for the government of the armies of the United 
tates.’ 


The resolution was ordered to lie on the table 





Tvurspay, November 26. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, who were instructed by a resolv- 
tion of the eighteenth instant to inquire whai 
provision ought to be made for the location o! 
Virginia miliary land warrants, made a repor' 


_ thereon; which was read, and ordered to lie on 
| the table. 


Mr. Newron made a favorable report on the 
memorial of Stephen Kingston, merchant of 
Philadelphia; which was read and committed. 

Mr. TaLuMance presented the petition of Ship- 


Pickens, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jun., James | man, Dennison, and Co., merchants of New 
Pleasants, jun., Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, Sam- | Haven, Connecticut, stating their having in Oc- 


uel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan 
Roberts, Ebenezer.Sage, John Sevier, John Smith, 


tober 1810, previous to the issuing of the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation, shipped a cargo of horses 
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Sconveying the mail of the United States) went | 


preenine. | 
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‘mules, &c., to Santa Cruz, which, according to 
d been immediately there sold for 
West India produce, payable in March following, | 








when the importation of the same into the United 


States was interdicted; and praying that they 


‘may be permitted to import the same, the non- | 


Jimportation law to the contrary notwithstanding. | 
\—Referred to the Committee of Commerce and 
> Manufactures. 
The bill from the Senate authorizing the sur- 

iveying and marking certain raads in the State of 

Ohio, as contemplated by the Treaty of Browns- 
‘town, was twice read and committed. 
} The bill for the relief of Josiah H. Webb (a 
iperson, disabled by a wound whilst engaged in 


| 


through a Committee of the Whole, and was | 
ordered by the House to be engrossed for a third | 
| The bill for the relief of Anthony Crease went | 
sthrough a Committee of the Whole, and was, 
,after some objections, reported to the House, 
| who refused to pass it to a third reading, 51 to 48. 
[The bill went to enable said Crease, an alien, 


yor his heirs, to hold real estate within this Dis- 


trict. ] 
Mr. Nevson presented the petition of the | 
Protestant Episcopal Churcli of the town of Al- 


Jexandria, praying for an act of incorporation. 


[A bill for carrying into effect the prayer ofa 


ted States.] ‘The memorial, which is very long, 
) was read and referred to the Committee of the 
District of Columbia. 
> Mr. Ruea offered the following resolution, 
giving as a reason for it, the doubts which seem 
/ to hang over the subject: 
R d, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be 
_ instructed to inquire, whether the laws of the United 
States, or the laws of the respective States and Territo- 
ries, do extend over parts of States and Territories, 
/ situated respectively adjacent to the United States, 
and to which the Indian title is not extinct, and in 
what manner, and to what extent, and report their 
opinion thereon. 
» On the suggestion of Mr, Lacock who re- 
. marked on the number of resolutions of this kind 
already before the House, the resolution was, 
_ with the consent of the mover. ordered to lie on 
_ the table. 
_. Mr. Pornpexrer, after observing that the reso- 
_ lution already before the House on the subject 
_ was not sufficiently comprehensive, moved the 
_ following resolution : 
| Resolved, That the committee appointed on so much 
_ of the Message of the President of the United States 
as relates to Indian affairs, be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of extending the jurisdiction of the 
district courts of the United States and inferior courts 
of the Territories thereof, over those parts of the several 
States and Territories to which the Indian title has not 
been extinguished, so as to authorize said courts to 
take cognizance of all cases, civil and criminal, against 
any citizen or citizens, or other person or persons, (In- 
dians excepted,) resident or being within the Indian 
boundary. ' 
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This resolution, on the suggestion of Mr. Ruza, 
who had previously offered a resolution on the 
same subject, was ordered to lie on the table. 


IMPRESSED SEAMEN. 


Mr. Lirrce offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House, as 
far as practicable, a list of the whole number of per- 
sons impressed, seized, and otherwise unlawfully taken 
from on board vessels sailing under the United States’ 
flag on the high seas or rivers, in ports and harbors; 
by whom, and under the authority of what Power, 
Kingdom, or State, such impressments, seizures, and 
other unlawful detentions were made; what number 
thereof are citizens of the United States; with such 
other information on this subject as he in his judgment 
may think proper to communicate. 

Mr. Seysert inquired what period of time 
the mover contemplated to be embraced by his 
resolution. 

Mr. Littce said his object was to procure 
every information attainable on a subject which 
had excited much attention and feeling among 
the people of the United States, and occasioned 
loud complaint. “He said he had examined the 
records of the House and found no report on the 
subject later than 1807, which report was but 
partial. His object was to obtain information on 
the subject from 1792, when the evil was first 


7 similar petition, it will be recollected, was at the | felt, to the present time. 
/ Jast session rejected by the President of the Uni- 


The resolution lies on the table. 
AMERICAN MANUFACTURES. 


Mr. Newron observed that the persons who 
took the third census had been also directed by 
law to take accounts of the manufactures of the 
United States in their respective districts, and 
make their returns to the office of the Secretary 
/of the Treasury of the United States. So svon 
|as the Committee of Commerce and Manufac- 
tures should be in possession of that report, it was 
the intention of the committee to take the sub- 
| ject of manufactures into consideration. And he 
| now rose to give notice that the committee were 

ready to receive any information on this subject 
| which gentleman from any part of the Union 
might have to communicate. 

Mr. Ruea, after expressing his thanks for the 
| liberty offered to him to give to the Committee 
| of Commerce and Manufactores any information 

he might possess on the subject of the manufac- 
| tures of the country in which he lived ; but think- 
ing it possible he might not have the honor of 
|coming before that committee, he should move 
| the consideration of the resolution offered by him 
some days ago for laying additional duties on the 
coarse manufactures of certain materials import- 
ed into the United States. It appeared from the 
| gentleman’s statement, that the committee had 
| now before them no specific proposition for en- 
couraging manufactures, and were waiting for a 
jcertain something from the Treasury Depart- 
iment, which they did not know when they 
should receive. He, therefore, hoped they would 
take up his resolution. 
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The House refused to proceed to the consider- 
ation of Mr. Ruea’s resolution—yeas 44, nays 69. 

Mr. Ruea then moved the order of the day on 
the bill providing for the government of Louisi- 
ana; which the House also refused to take up. 


PROCESS IN FEDERAL COURTS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill providing for the more 
convenient taking of affidavits to be used in civil 
cases in the courts of the United States, and to 
provide the mode of: taking bail in certain cases. 

The bill goes to authorize certain judicial 
officers in each State, such as the Chancellor and 
Judges of the Superior Courts, &c., to receive 
bail and take affidavits to be used in civil cases 
in the courts of the United States.] 

Considerable conversation took place between 
Messrs. Gop, Guotson, McCoy, Kine, Fisk, 
Cueves, Mitnor, Cray, (Speaker,) Key, and 
E ty, on the principle as well as on the details of 
the bill. 

It appeared, from what was said by different 
gentlemen, that there was no uniform rule pre- 
scribed in such cases by the Jaws of the United 
States; that whilst in New York and Pennsyl- 
vania, clients frequently had to travel three or 
four hundred. miles to the district Judge, or to 
the office of the clerk of the court, to make affid- 
avit or to enter bail; yet in Kentucky, Maryland, 
and Massachusetts, affidavits were made .or bail 
entered before any authority commissioned to do 
the same as tothe State courts. The bill was 
objected to, therefore, principally on two grounds ; 
because it abridged the rights of the people of 
those States where the greatest latitude of indul- 
gence already existed, and because the courts of 
the United States were authorized to make such 
rules and regulations in this case as they should 
think proper. There appearing, however, to be 
much difference of opinion on the subject among 
the legal characters of the House, the committee 
rose, and the bill was recommitted to the com- 
mittee who reported it, to which on motion of 
Mr. Gop, four other members were added, viz: 
Mr. Cueves, Mr. Key, Mr. Evy, and Mr. Guot- 
SON. 





Wepnespay, November 27. 


Mr. Guouson made an unfavorable report on 
the claims -of sevéral petitioners barred by the 
statutes of ‘limitation.—Referred to a Committee 
of the Whole. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Josiah H. 
Webb, was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Morrow reported favorably on the petition 
of sundry land claimants in Mississippi Territory, 

raying for an extension of time for paying ‘the 
ast instalment on purchases of public lands.—Re- 
committed to the Land Committee, to report a 
bill thereon. 

The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the report of the Committee of Elec- 
tions, on the contested election of Joan P, Hun 
GERFORD. Before any decision could be had, the 
Committee rose, and the House adjourned. 
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Tuurspay, November 28. 


Two other members, to wit: W1LttAM Payip. 
ING, jun., from New York, and Cuarves Goxps. 
BOROUGH, from Maryland, appeared. produced thei; 
credentials, were qualified, and took their seats, 

The annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, respecting the regulation of the cy. 
rency of foreign coins, was laid before the House 
by the Speaker, and ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. Morrow presented the petition of the 
Mayor and Aldermen of the city of New Orleans 
praying that Congress will invest the right to, 
certain lot of land lying -in the city of New 0. 
leans,.in the corporation thereof, on which it js 
proposed, under an act of the said corporation, to 
erect steam engines, and the necessary buildings 
by which it is contemplated to supply the said 
city with water. 

Mr. Bacon moved the following resolutions, 
which were agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of contin. 
uing im force, for a further time, an act, entitled “ Ap 
act continuing, for a limited time, the salaries of the 
officers of Government therein mentioned,” and have 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to’inquire into the expediency of contin- 
uing in force for a further time the first section of an 
act, entitled “ An act further to protect the commerce 
and seamen of the United States against the Barbary 
Powers,” and that they have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr. Morrow moved the following resolution, 
predicating it on the late unfortunate occurrence 
on the Wabash: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized to loan to the State of Ohio stand 
of arms, with bayonets and cartouch boxes, and — 
pieces of field artillery, on the Legislature of that State 
making such provision by law as shall, in his opinion, 
afford security for their safe-keeping and return, save 
the damage and loss incident to use and accident in 
actual service. 


The resolution was referred to a Committee 0! 
the Whole. 

Mr. Jennines. moved the following resolution 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of allowing the qualified voters in 
the several counties in the Indiana Territory to elect 
their sheriffs in their respective counties, and that the 
said committee inquire likewise into the expediency 0! 
allowing appeals in certain cases, from the Territorial 
courts to the courts of the United States, and what 
amendments, if any, are necessary to be made to an 





into two separate governments,” with leave to repor! 
by bill, bills, or otherwise. 

Messrs. Jenninas, Sevier, New, Ropers 
Witson, Morgan, and MaxweLL, were appointed 
the committee. 


WESTERN ROADS. 


Mr. Morrow made a report of the committee 
appointed on the 11th instant, “ to inquire into the 
expediency of laying out and making the roads 


contemplated by the Treaty of Brownstown, 


act entitled “an act to divide the Indiana Territory | 
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which was read and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole. The report is as follows: 
That.the roads contemplated by the said treaty have 


- for their object the opening a communication by land 
- between the Territory of Michigan and the different 


settlements in the State of Ohio, and generally with the 
other parts of the United States. A view of the geo- 


_ grephical position of the Territory of Michigan, situate 
_ as it is, bordering for a considerable extent on the Brit- 
_ ish provinces of Upper Canada, bounded on the east, 


north, and west, by water, and on the south by an ex- 
tensive tract of country to which the Indian title re- 
mains unextinguished, convinces the committee of the 
utility and necessity of the proposed roads. They 
would subserve to the convenience of the citizens in 
their ordinary intercourse ; of the Government in the 
transportation of the public mail; and, especially in an 
emergency, would be necessary for military operations. 

The distance from the rapids of the Miama of the 
Jakes to the Western boundary of the Connecticut Re- 
serve is about thirty-five miles ; and from the lower San- 
dusky, in a southwardly direction, to the old Indian boun- 
dary line, is about seventy miles; making proper allow- 
ance for windings in the roads, so that they may be made 


posed to be made may be estimated at one hundred 
and twenty miles; but, however great the advantage, 
and immediate the necessity of these roads, it is not 
probable that the object will be accomplished for many 
years to come, unless the United States provide the 
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That they have endeavored to give to the subject 
submitted to them that full and dispassionate consid- 
eration which is due to one so intimately connected 
with the interest, the peace, the safety, and the honor 
of their country. 

Your committee will not encumber your journals, 
and waste your patience with a detailed history of all 
the various matters growing out of our foreign rela- 
tions. The cold recital of wrongs ; of injuries and ag- 
gressions known and felt by every member of this 
Union, could have no other effect than to deaden the 
national. sensibility, and render the public mind cal- 
lous to injuries with which it is already too familiar. 

Without recurring, then, to the multiplied wrongs 
of partial or temporary operation, of which we have 
so just cause of complaint against the two great bellig- 
erents, your committee will only call your attention, 
at this time, to the systematic aggression of those Pow- 
ers, authorized by their edicts against neutral com- 
merce—a system, which, as regarded its principles, 
was founded on pretensions that went to the subver- 
sion of our national independence; and which, al- 
though now abandoned by one Power, is, in its broad 
and destructive operation, as still enforced by the other, 


It is more than five years since England and France, 
in violation of those principles of justice and public 
law, held sacred by all civilized nations, commenced 
this unprecedented system by seizing the property of 
the citizens of the United States, peaceably pursuing 


funds. The Territory of Michigan is destitute of the | their lawful commerce on the high seas. T'o shield 
means, and the proposed roads are without the limits | themselves from the odium which such outrage must 
of her territorial jurisdiction ; the State of Ohio, with | incur, each of the belligerents sought a pretext in the 
limited public resources, and multiplied demands for | conduct of the other—each attempting to justify his 


| 
on the best ground. The aggregate length of road pro- sapping the foundation of our prosperity. 


extensive improvements on the roads within her settle- | 
ments ; it is not to be expected that either will afford 
the funds necessary to accomplish the proposed object. 
The committee are of opinion that provision ought to | 
be made for laying out and making the said roads, and | 
that they ought to be located of the width proposed by 
the said treaty. 

The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the report of the Com- 
mittee of Elections on the petition of John Tal- 
iaferro, contesting the election of Joun P. Hun- | 
GERFORD. Before any decision was had, the 
Committee rose, and the House adjourned. 








Fripay, November 29. 


system of rapine as a retaliation for similar acts on 
the part of his enemy. As if the law of nations, 
founded on the eternal rules of justice, ceuld sanction 
a principle, which, if ingrafted into our. municipal 
code, would excuse the crime of one robber, upon the 
sole plea that the unfortunate object of his rapacity 
was also a victim to the injustice of another. The 
fact of priority could be true as to one only of the par- 
ties, and whether true or false, could furnish no ground 
of justification. 

The United States thus unexpectedly and violently 
assailed by the two greatest Powers in Europe, with- 
drew their citizens and property from the ocean: and 
cherishing the blessing of peace, although the occasion 
would have fully justified war, sought redress in an 
appeal to the justice and magnanimity of the belliger- 


The House took up the resolution submitted on ents. When this appeal had failed of the success 


the 26th, calling on the Executive for information 
respecting impressments, which was agreed to; 
and Mr. Lirrie and Mr. Reep appointed a com- 
mittee to present the same to the President. 

The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill “extending the 
time for opening the several land offices in the 
Territory of Orleans ;” which were, together with 
the bill, committed to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


Mr. Porter, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, made the following report, which was 
referred to a Committee of the Whole: 

The committee to whom was referred that part of 
the President’s Message which relates to our foreign 
affairs, beg leave to report in part: 


which was due to its moderation, other measures, 
founded on the same pacific policy, but applying to 
the interests instead of the justice of the belligerents, 
were resorted to. Such was the character of the non- 
intercourse and non-importation laws, which invited 
the return of both Powers to their former state of ami- 
cable relations, by offering commercial advantages to 
the one who should first revoke his hostile edicts, and 
imposing restrictions on the other. 

France, at length, availing herself of the proffers 
made equally to her and her enemy, by the non-impor- 
tation law of May, 1810, announced the repeal, on the 
first of the following November, of the decrees of Ber- 
lin and Milan. And it affords a subject of sincere 
congratulation to be informed, through the official or- 
gans of the Government, that those decrees are, so far 
at least as our rights are concerned, really and practi- 
cally at an end. 
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It was confidently expected, that this act on the 
of France would have been immediately followed 
cgay a. on the part of Great Britain of her 
Orders in Council. If our reliance on her justice had 
been impaired by the wrongs she had inflicted, yet, 
when she had plighted her faith to the world that the 
sole motive of her aggression on neutral commerce 
was to be found in the Berlin and Milan decrees, we 
looked forward to the extinction .of those decrees, as 
the period when the freedom of the seas would be 
again restored. In this reasonable expectation we 
have, however, been disappointed. A year has elapsed 
since the French decrees were rescinded, and yet 
Great Britain, instead of retracing part passu that 
course of unjustifiable attack on neutral. rights, in 
which she professed to be only the reluctant follower 
of France, has advanced with bolder and continually 
increasing strides. To the categorical demands lately 
made by our Government for the repeal of her Orders 
in Council, she has affected to deny the practical ex- 


‘ tinction of the French decrees, and she has, moreover, 


advanced a new and unexpected demand, increasing 
in hostility the orders themselves. She has insisted, 
through her accredited Minister at this place, that the 
repeal of the Orders in Council must be preceded, not 
only by the practical abandonment of the decrees of 
Berlin and Milan, so far as they infringe the neutral 
rights of the United States; but by the renunciation 
on the part of France, of the whole of her system of 
commercial warfare against Great Britain, of which 
those decrees originally formed a part. 


This system is understood to consist in a course of 
measures adopted by France and the other Powers on 
the Continent subject to, or in alliance with her, cal- 
culated to prevent the introduction into their territo- 
ries of the produce and manufactures of Great Britain 
and her colonies; and to annihilate her trade with 
them. However hostile these regulations may be on 
the part of France towards Great Britain, or however 
sensibly the latter may feel their effects, they are, nev- 


ertheless, to be regarded only as the expedients of one | 


enemy against another, for which the United States, 
as a neutral Power, can, in no respect, be responsible ; 
they are, too, in exact conformity with those which 
Great Britain has herself adopted and acted upon in 
time of peace as well as war. And it is not to be pre- 
sumed that France would yield to the unauthorized 
demand of America what she seems to have consid- 
ered as one of the most powerful engines of the pres- 
ent war. 


Such are the pretensions upon which Great Britain 
founds the violation of the maritime rights of the Uni- 
ted States—pretensions not theoretical merely, but fol- 
lowed up by a desolating war upon our unprotected 
commerce. The ships of the United States, laden 
with the products of our own soil and labor, navigated 
by our own citizens, and peaceably pursuing a lawful 
trade, are seized on our own coasts, at the very mouths 
of our harbors, condemned and confiscated. 

Your committee are not, however, of that sect 
whose worship is at the shrine of a calculating avarice. 
And while we are laying before you the just com- 
plaints of our merchants against the plunder of their 
ships and cargoes, we cannot refrain from presenting 
to the justice and humanity of our country the un- 
happy case-of our impressed seamen. Although the 
groans of these victims of barbarity for the loss of 
(what should be dearer to Americans than life) their 
liberty ; although the cries of their wives and children 
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in the privation of protectors and parents, have, of 
late, been drowned in the louder clamors at the loss o¥ 
property; yet is the practice of forcing our marine;s 
into the British navy, in violation of the rights of oy, 
flag, carried on with unabated rigor and severity. |; 
it be our duty to encourage the fair and legitimat, 
commerce of this country by protecting the property 
of the merchant; then, indeed,.by as much as life and 
liberty are more estimable than ships and goods, 5 
much more impressive is the duty to shield the persons 
of our seamen, whose hard and honest services ar, 
employed equally with those of the merchants in ad. 
vaneing, under the mantle of its laws, the interests o; 
their country. 

To sum up, in a word, the great causes of complain: 
against Great Britain, your committee need only say, 
that the United States, as a sovereign and independent 
Power, claim the right to use the ocean, which is the 
common and acknowledged highway of nations, for the 
purposes of transporting, in their own vessels, the 
products of their own soil and the acquisitions of their 
own industry, to a market in the ports of friendly na- 
tions, and to bring home, in return, such articles as 
their necessities or convenience may require—always 
regarding the rights of belligerents, as defined by the 
established laws of nations. Great Britain, in defiance 
of this incontestable right, captures every American 
vessel bound to, or returhing from, a port where her 
ecommerce is not favored ; enslaves our seamen, and in 
spite of our remonstrances, perseveres in these aggres- 
sions. 


To wrongs so daring in character, and so disgrace- 
ful in their execution, it is impossible that the people 
of the United States should remain indifferent. We 
must now tamely and quietly submit, or we must re- 
sist by those means which God has placed within our 
reach. 

Your committee would not cast a shade over the 
Atmerican name by the expression of a doubt which 
branch of this altérnative will be embraced. The oc- 
casion is now presented when the national character, 
misunderstood and traduced for a time by foreign and 
domestic enemies, should be vindicated. If we have 
not rushed to the field of battle like the nations who 
are‘ led by the mad ambition of a single chief, or the 
avarice of a corrupted court, it has not proceeded from 
a fear of war, but from our love of justice and human- 
ity. That proud spirit of liberty and independence 
which sustained our fathers in the successful assertion 
of their rights against foreign aggression is not ye! 
sunk. ‘The patriotic fire of the Revolution still burns 
in the American breast with a holy and unextinguish- 
able flame, and will conduct this nation to those high 
destinies which are not less the reward of dignified 
moderation than of exalted valor. 


But we have borne with injury until forbearance 
has ceased to be a virtue. The sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of these States, purchased and sanctified by 
the blood of our fathers, from whom we received them. 
not for ourselves only, but as the inheritance of ou! 
posterity, are deliberately and systematically violated. 
And the peried has arrived, when, in the opinion o! 
your committee, it is the sacred duty of Congress to 
call forth the patriotism and resources of the country. 
By the aid of these, and with the blessing of God, we 
confidently trust we shall be enabled to procure that 


redress which has been sought for by justice, by re | 


monstrance, and forbearance, in vain. 
Your committee, reserving for a future report those 
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- qiterior measures, which, in their, opinion, ought to be 


; ursued, would, at this time, earnestly recommend, in 


the words of the President, “that the United States 
into an armor and attitude demanded by the 
corresponding with the national spirit and 
expectations.” And, to this end, they beg leave to 
submit, for the adoption of the House, the following 


resolutions : 


1. Resolved, That the Military Establishment, as 


' authorized by the existing laws, ought to be immedi- 


ately completed by filling up the ranks, and prolong- 
ing the enlistment of the troops; and that to encour- 
age enlistment, a bounty in lands ought to be given in 
addition to the pay and bounty now allowed by law. 
2. That an additional force of ten thousand regular 


troops ought to be immediately raised to serve for three 


years; and that a bounty in lands ought to be given 


' to encourage enlistments. 


3. That it is expedient to authorize the President, 
under proper regulations, to accept the service of any 
number of volunteers, not exceeding fifty thousand ; to 
be organized, trained, and held im readiness to act on 


_ such service as the exigencies of the Government may 
| require. 


4. That the President be authorized to order out, 


' from time to time, detachments of the militia, as in his 
_ opinion the public service may require. 


Mc 


5. That all the vessels not-now in service belonging 
to the Navy, and worthy of repair, be immediately fit- 
ted up and put in commission. 


6. That it is expedient to permit our merchant ves-’ 


sels, owned exclusively by resident citizens, and com- 
manded and navigated solely by citizens, to arm, under 
proper regulations, to be prescribed by law, in self- 
defence, against all unlawful proceedings towards them 
on the high seas. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business, viz: the report of the com- 


" mittee on the petition of John Taliaferro, contest- 


ing the election of Joun P. Huncerrorp, whieh 
sald report is as follows: 

The Committee of Elections, to whom was referred 
the petition of John Taliaferro, contesting the election 
of John P. Hungerford, returned, as one of the Rep- 
resentatives for the State of Virginia, in the present 
Congress, and praying to be admitted in his stead, have 
had the said petition under consideration, and report, 
in part, , 

t, at the last General Election in Virginia for 
sentatives to. Congress, the said John Taliaferro 
and John P. Hungerford were opposing candidates in 
the district composed of the counties of Westmoreland, 
Richmond, Lancaster, Northumberland, King George, 


' and Stafford: from the polls of the several counties, 
_ the sitting member appears to have obtained a majority 


of six votes in the district, and he was accordingly re- 
tarned as elected. 

That of the polls taken for the county of Westmore- 
land, John Taliaferro had 37 vetes and John P. Hung- 
erford 316 votes; and that, on comparing the poll with 
the land list of the year 1810, and taking the list as a 
test, it appears to the committee that 9 persons who 
voted for the former, and 162 persons who voted for the 
latter gentleman, were not qualified to vote. 

That of the polls taken for the county of Richmond, 
Mr. Taliaferro had 103 votes, and Mr. aba 130 
votes; and that, on such comparison as aforesaid, 12 
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persons «who voted for the furmer, and 38 persons who 
voted for the latter gentleman, appear not to have been 
legally qualified voters. 

That of the polls taken for the county of Lancaster, 
Mr. Taliaferro had 122 votes and Mr. Hungerford 96 
votes; and that on such comparison as aforesaid, 20 
persons who voted for the former gentleman, and 20 
persons who voted for the latter, appear not to have 
been legally qualified voters. 

That of the polls taken for the county of Nerthum- 
berland, Mr. Taliaferro had 228 votes and Mr. Hung- 
erford 75 votes; and that on such comparison as afore- 
said, 35 persons who voted for the former gentleman, 
and 1. person who voted for the latter, appear not to have 
been legally qualified voters. 

That of the polls taken for the county of King 
George, Mr. Taliaferro had 114 votes and Mr. Hunger- 
ford 125 votes; and that, on such comparison as afore- 
said, 38 persons who had voted for the former gentle- 
man, and 50 persons who voted for the latter, appear 
not to have been legally qualified voters. 


That of the polls taken -for the county of Staffards 
Mr. Taliaferro had 159 votes and Mr. Hungerford 26 
votes; and that, on such comparison «s aforesaid, 29 
persons who voted for the former gentleman, appear 
not to have been legally qualified voters. 

The result of such examination and comparison is, 
that deducting from both polls the persons challenged, 
who do not appear to have been qualified to vote ac- 
cording to the land lists of 1810, Mr. Taliaferro haa a 
majority over Mr. Hungerford of 121 votes. 

The committee further report, that on the 7th day 
of May last, the petitioner gave notice to the sitting 
member of his intention to contest the election, on the 
ground that the former had a majority_of the legal and 
qualified votes, and that such notice was accompanied 
by a list of the persons challenged by the petitioner, 
with his objections to them. On the 28th of May, the 
sitting member furnished the petitioner with a list of 
the persons challenged by him, setting forth his objee- 
tions against such voters. These lisis contain, as well 
the names of the persons who the committee find not 
to be on the land lists, as others who are challenged by 
the parties for the want of the freehold qualification, 
and for other causes. 

That on the 27th day of September last, the petition- 
er gave notice in writing, subscribed by him, to the sit- 
ting member, that testimony would be taken in relation 
to the present controversy, and to be used in the deci- 
sion of the same, at King George court-house on the 
10th; at Westmoreland court-house en the 17th; and 
at Richmond court-house on the 22d of Octuber; and 
that the petitioner, agreeable to such notice, has taken 
sundry depositions, which are now before the commit- ~ 
tee ; but the sitting member did not attend such exam- 
ination, for reasons stated by him in a protest which 
he caused to be delivered to the petitioner. 

The committee: further state, that they made the 
comparison of the polls with the land lists, at the parti- 
cular request of the petitioner, and for the purpose of 
reducing the controversy before them as much as pos- 
sible ; and that they were induced to this course from 
adopting as a principle, that, according to the laws of 
Virginia, the land list of the year prior to the election 
is, in the first instance, to be received as evidence of 
all the freeholders in the county : but this evidence they 
conceive, and so it was admitted by the parties, is only 
conclusive in the absence of all other evidence; and 
they accordingly are of opinion, that it is competent for 
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the parties to show, by other testimony, that persons 
appearing on the land list are not freeholders, and thus 
not entitled to vote; and on the other hand that persons 
not appearing om the land lists are freeholders and 
voters. 

The sitting member, before such examination was 
gone into, asked for time to take testimony, under 
the conviction that in a reasonable period, to be fixed 
hy the committee, he would be able, by evidence to be 
taken, to support his challenges and his poll, and he 
still requests such time to be allowed to him: the peti- 
tioner, on the other hand, has at all times opposed such 
request, on the ground that the sitting member has had 
sufficient time, since he was apprized that the election 
would be contested, to procure his testimony. 


The committee are aware that some inconvenience 
must arise to the petitioner, if this contest is laid over 
for any time; but they think the right of suffrage ought 
not to be hazarded or destroyed cn account of any in- 
dividual inconvenience. If there has not been gross 
neglect in the sitting member, the committee conceive 
that it is due to the electors of the district who polled 
for him, and to himself, not to hurry his case to a deci- 
sion without affording them and him an opportunity to 
make good the election, if they can do it. 


It has already been stated, that the petitioner gave 
notice of his intention to contest the election,to the 
sitting member, on the 7th of May; and this the former 
contends was sufficient to put the latter to the task of 
collecting and arranging his proof; your committee see, 
however, that this proceeding was modelled on the laws 
and usages of Virginia, and according to them it is 
regarded as a mete incipient step, calling for no pro- 
ceeding from the other party. Such a notice on the heel 
of a contested election, is an index to the feelings of 
the person giving it, but not always the proof of a set- 
tled determination. As the period of the election re- 
cedes, and the difficulties attending a canvass become 
more apparent, the unsuccessful candidate sometimes 
abandons his notice and his scrutiny. It ought not, 
therefore, to be required of the person returned; for 
such cause alone, to wade through all the trouble, dif- 
ficulty and expense of a tedious examination, while it 
remains doubtful whether his opponent will proceed : 
it is surely in season to begin to take defensive testi- 
mony. when the opposing party has commenced the 
investigation. 

The notice given by the petitioner on the 27th of 
September, for the examinations on the 10th, 17th, and 
22d of October, the committee have accordingly regard- 
ed as the first efficient measure towards the scrutiny, 
and they are satisfied that in a district composed of 
six counties, and in a case where the votes challenged 
exceeded four hundred, it was not practicable for the 
sitting member to take his testimony in season for the 
commencement of this session. A notice given by him 
after the 29th of September, would not have been 
deemed reasonable for an earlier day than the 10th of 
October; nor would it have been allowed’in him to 
call the petitioner from his own examinations, which 
were to continue until after the 22d of October: after 
the 22d of October, it is not possible to conceive that 
the sitting member could procure his evidence, allow- 
ing him time before the first day of the session to travel 
to the seat of government. 

The committee, in addition to the facts already stated, 
report, that it appears to them that on the 29th day of 
April last, being the day of the canvass, the petitioner 
procured the certificates, under oath, of two of the 
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sheriffs and two of the deputy sheriffs who attended 1, 
compare the polls, that if an equality of votes had 
peared, they would have voted for the petitioner, whic) 
certificate was transmitted by the magistrate, befor, 
whom it was attested, to the clerk of this House, at th. 
request of Mr. Taliaferro, to be retained until called fo; 
by him. 

This, the petitioner alleges, ought to be regarded a, 
the commencement of his testimony, and contends that 
it not only advertised the sitting member that his seq 
would be-contested, but made it necessary for hin 
forthwith, and without further notice or act on the par 
of the petitioner, to proceed to his examinations, Th. 
committee, however, have nothing before them which 
goes to show distinctly the object of the petitioner jy 
procuring the certificate; nor can they, in any point of 
view, consider it as such a prelude to the scrutiny a 
to require from the sitting member that he should pro. 
ceed to his canvass. 

The committee, therefore, upon a view of all the cir. 
cumstances of the case, are of opinion, ‘that further 
time ought to be granted to the sitting member to pr- 
eure testimony, and they accordingly submit the fol. 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That a reasonable time be allowed to John 
P. Hungerford, a member of this House, to procure 
testimony relative to his election, and that the Commit. 
tee of Elections have power to examine witnesses, and 
to make order for such examinations in the case of the 
said election. 

Westmonetann Country, April 29, 1811. 

Sir: The enclosed document was taken, signed, 
and sworn to, by the subscribing gentlemen, in the 
presence of John Taliaferro, Esq., General Hunger- 
ford, and myself, at a meeting of the sheriffs at West- 
moréland court-house, for the purpose of comparing 
the Congressional poll for the counties of Stafford 
King George, Westmoreland, Richmond, Lancaster, 
and Northumberland; and which paper I herewith 
transmit to you, at the request of Mr. ‘Taliaferro, to be 
retained by you until’ called for by him. 

I am, sir, yours, &c. 

THOMAS ROWAND. 

Patrick Macrupsr, Esq, 

Clerk of the House of Reps., U.S. 

We, the undersigned sheriffs, who have assembled 
at Westmoreland court-house, on the 29th day of 
April, 1811, to count and compare the polls taken in 
our respective counties for a delegate to serve in the 
House of Representatives for the Congress of the Un- 
ted States, do certify that, if an equality of votes had 
appeared on the whole of the poll, -we should have 
voted in the following manner: 

Richard Claughton, deputy sheriff for Thomas 
Hurst, sheriff of Northumberland, should have voted 
for John Taliaferro. William S. Sterne, deputy sher- 
iff for Enoch Mason, sheriff of Stafford, should have 
voted for John Taliaferro. J. Diggs Dishman, sherifl 
of King George, would have voted for John Taliaferro. 
Joseph Carter, jun., sheriff of Lancaster, would have 
voted for John Taliaferro. 

Sratr or Vinernta, Westmoreland county, to wit: 

This 29th day of April, 1811, the aforesaid Richar! 
Claughton, William 8. Sterne, James D. Dishman, 
and Joseph Carter, jun., made oath before me, a jus 
tice of the peace for said county, that they would have 
given their vote in the manner as above stated by 
them. Given under my hand the day and year above. 

THOMAS ROWAND. 
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Srare or Vinoin1a, Westmoreland county, set : 

I, Joseph Fox, clerk of the court of Westmoreland 
county, qualified according to law, do certify that 
Thomas Rowand, whose name is subscribed within, 
was, at the time of taking the affidavit to which his 
name is subscribed, and is now, an acting justice of 
the peace for said county, duly commissioned and 
qualified according to law, and that due faith and 
credit ought to be given to all his acts as such. 

_ In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, 
and affixed the public seal of my office, this thirteenth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand 

_ eight hundred and eleven, and of the Commonwealth 

- of Virginia the thirty-fifth. 

JOSEPH FOX, C. W. C. 

Kine Geonce, May 4, 1811. 
Sir: Be pleased to take notice, that I shall, on the 
meeting of the next Congress of the United States, 
contest your election to represent the counties of 

Westmoreland, Richmond, Lancaster, Northumber- 

land, King George, and Stafford, in that body, on the 

ground that you did not, at the last election, obtain a 
_ majority of the electors of the said district who were 


tes 


sornaerarnnibic eR 


| legally qualified to vote for a Representative to.Con- 


_ gress. And I shall further make it appear, if neces- 
sary, that your election has been contrary tolaw , and, 
finally, that I shall claim the right to represent the 
said district, in virtue of my having obtained over you 
a majority of the votes of the electors thereof who 

were duly and legally authorized to vote in the elec- 

tion. Below you will find a list of the names of the 
persons from the several counties in the said district, 
whe voted for you, to whose votes I object as not being 
legal, and my particular objections to the legality of 
each person’s vote are placed opposite to each of their 
names. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, &c. 

JOHN TALIAFERRO. 
General Joun P. Huncerrorp. 
[Here follows the list of 304 names.] 


Str: Below you will find a list of the names of the 
persons from the severa! counties composing the Con- 
gressional district for which I have been elected, who 
voted for you to represent the said district in the Con- 
gress of the United States, to whose votes I object as 
being illegal ; and opposite to the name of each voter 
80 objected to by me you will find my particular ob- 
jection to the legality of the vote. 

Yours, respectfully, 

JOHN P. HUNGERFORD. 

Mr. Joun Tartarzrno. 

[Here follows the list of 189 names.] 


Westmonetaxp Country, fo wit : 

On this day Henry Hungerford personally appeared 
before me, James Miller, a justice of the peace in and 
for the aforesaid county, and made oath that, on the 
24th day of May, he delivered to John Taliaferro, 
Esq., a true copy of the aforegoing writing. Certified 
this 30th day of October, 1811. 

. JAMES MILLER. 
Srrremner 25, 1811. 
Sir: Be pleased to take notice, that I shall, at King 
George court-house, on the 10th day of October next, 
and at Westmoreland court-house, on the 17th of the 
* same ‘month, and at Richmond court-house, on the 


SR 


en 
22d of the same month, proceed to take the evidence 


of sundry persons, to be used by me in the decision of 
the contest now depending between you and myself 
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for a seat in the next Congress of the United States, 
as the Representative of the district. composed of the 
counties of Stafford, King George, Westmoreland, 
Richmond, Northumberland, and Lancaster; and that 
I shall proceed, at each of the above places, at the 
times above stated, to take evidence, and continue at 
each place, from day to day, to take evidence until the 
whole can be gone through with. 

I am, sir, respectfully yours, 

JOHN TALIAFERRO. 
General Joun P. Huncerrorp. 


Srate or Vinertnra, King George County, set : 

Meriwether Taliaferro made oath before me, an act- 
ing justice of the peace for the aforesaid county, that 
he did, on the 27th of last month; (September,) de- 
liver to General John P. Hungerford a notice, in wri- 
ting, of which the within isa true copy. Given under 
my hand this 8th day of October, 1811. 

ALEX. S. HOOE. 


Lrezpstown, October 9, 1811. 

Sir: I protest against the notices you have recently 
given me, to take depositions in three of the counties 
of the district, for the following reasons: 

ist. There exists no law entitling you to give them, 
empowering a magistrate to administer the oaths, or 
to take the depositions providing an authority to de- 
cide incidental questions during an investigation, or 
enabling me to obtain the attendance of witnesses. 

2dly. There does exist a law requiring my attend- 
ance in Congress on the 4th of November next, as the 
member returned for the district. 

3dly. [t is impossible for me to obey the existing 
law, and conform also to the mode you have adopted, 
without law, for scrutinizing the election. It termi- 
nated on the 22d of April. On the 4th of May you 
notified me, according to the law of Virginia in rela- 
tion to State elections, of your intention to dispute 
my election, and furnished me with lists of votes you 
objected to, in each of the six counties composing the 
district ; and I furnished you with similar counter-lists, 
according to the same law. Recently you have given 
me notice of an intention to take depositions in three 
of those counties, on the 10th, 17th, and 22d of this 
month; reserving an equal power to exhaust the 
month of November in the other three, in the same 
way, before I can be apprized of the nature of your 
exceptions, or the evidence necessary to meet them. 
This ingenious management for pushing the scrutiny 
beyond, or far into, the session of Congress, makes it 
impossible for me both to obey the law requiring my 
attendance during this period, and to obey your future 
notices; or to avail myself of a right of a personal 
attendance, without violating the right of my constit- 
uents to representation ; and, however imperative the 
preference between these evils may be, in a case of 
necessity, [ know not by what authority you can im- 
pose it. 

4thly. Nor do the principles of reason and equity, 
in my view, militate less forcibly than those of law, 
against the mode of serutiny you have attempted to 
prescribe. The notification, according to the State 
law, was also a notification of your intention to 
adopt its rules throughout. It enacts that scrutinies 
shall commence within two months of the election, 
and terminate thirty days before the ensuing ses- 
sion of Assembly. Your proposed commencement is 
near six months from the election, and the termina- 
tion of the scrutiny, if I ought to be allowed as much 
time as you have exhausted and will exhaust, would 
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gress. If, by your first notice, you can avail yourself what other sort of testimony they might require, tha; 
of the letter or equity of the State law, your subse- | I might, in the speediest way, perfect the one and pro. 
quent nonconformity to either-was a notification tome cure the other. 


of an abandonment of the scrutiny. If not, even | 
your first nutice was irrelative and veid. But if its | 
equity and justice is sustainable upon the moral av- | 
thority of the law, the same authority is equally con- 
clusive against the equity and justice of your lying by | 
for near six months, and then attempting to compel | 
the returned member to desert his constituents, or his 
defence. The abject of the law you have adopted, 
and violated, was to prevent a mode.of proceeding in- 
jurious to an individual or to the people; to the indi- 
vidual, from the decisive advantage his. absence would 
give to an antagonist in the investigation of a multi- 
tude of distinct cases, as to which no agent could or 
would be sufficiently informed to do him justice; or to 
the people, from the loss of representation, or from re- 
ceiving itrather from a scrutiny unequally conducted, 
than from their own suffrages. 

Whatever might have been a proper line of conduct ! 
for me, had you continued to conform to the principles 
of our State law, I discover no obligation for conform- 
ing to a mode of scrutiny, prescribed only by yourself, 
contrary to those principles ; because it appears to me 
to be warranted as little by justice as by law, to cor- 
respond with no principle countenanced, or likely to 
be countenanced, by either, and to be at least as liable 
to be rejected on my part before I had adopted it, as the 
State mode can be on yours after you had done so. I 
cannot, therefore, in justice to the district, or to my- 
self, perform any act from which could be inferred a 
submission to the unauthorized system you have adopt- 
ed, nor allow any validity to the affidavits you may 
take in pursuance thereof. 

I am, sir, respectfully, vours, &c. 

JOHN P. HUNGERFORD. 
Ocroner 12, 1811. 

This extraordinary paper, so full of truism and 
sophism, whether it be considered as a serious protest, 
or as an indirect mode of popular wheedling, was re- 
eeived by me on or about. the 11th instant, (October.) 
I certainly never meant to act under either of the laws 
referred to in the paper; the State law, regulating its 
own ings on contested elections, had no appli- 
cation ; and the law of Congress, on a like subject, 
had, long ago, expired. What might possibly be the 
“ moral authority,” mentioned in the paper, of a for- 
eign, a repealed, or of an expired law, in the case, I 
cannot undertake to say. I considered that the House 
of Representatives, both from the nature of the case, 
and from the positive words of the Constitution, had 
full power to judge of the elections, qualifications, and 
returns of theirown members; that so general a grant 
of power necessarily implied a great range of discretion 
in respect to evidence; that, from the commencement 
of the Government to January, 1798, and from April, 














JOHN TALIAFERRO, 


WasHINnerTon, November 19, 181}. 
The petitioner, in answer to the objections of M;. 


| Hungerford, the sitting member, to the admission jp 
evidence of the notice and affidavits produced by the 
petitioner in support of the allegations in his petition, 
| respectfully represents to the Committee of Elections, 
that, though no law of the United States, or of the 


State of Virginia, exists, prescribing the mode of ta. 
ing evidence in contested elections like the present, 
yet it has been the settled practice of Congress, since 
the law of the United States on that subject expired, tp 
receive the evidence of either party, taken conforma)ly 
to the laws and general usage of the State to which 
they belong, requiring always that reasonable notice 
be given to the adverse party of time and place, that 
he may attend and cross-examine the witnesses, if he 
thinks proper. The petitioner, therefore, submits to 
the committee, whether the notices given by him, and 
the evidence taken, do not come within ‘the established 
practice of Congress, so as to render them admissible 
on the present occasion. With regard to the sugges. 
tion of the sitting member, that he has not had time to 
collect and prepare the evidence in support of his re- 
turn, the petitioner begs léave to state the following 
facts: Ist. That the election closed on the 29th day 
of April last, at which time the petitioner declared to 
the sitting member his intention to contest the elec. 
tion; and did, in the presence of the sitting member, 
cause ‘the affidavits of four persons to be taken and 
transmitted to the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives. to be used as evidence in the controversy. 2. 
That, on the 7th day of May, he caused to be delivere’ 
to the sitting member a notice in writing, stating more 
fully the intention of the petitioner to contest the elec- 
tion; annexed to which notice was a list of the 
names of all the voters on the polls of the sitting men- 
ber objected to by the petitioner, and a specification o! 
the particular ground of objection to each voter. Ani, 
3dly. That the petitioner did, on the 27th of Septem- 
ber, give the sitting member notice of the times ani 
places when and where the testimony of the witnesses 
proposed to be examined by the petitioner would be 
taken ; during the whole of which time the sitting 
member made no effort either to controvert the evi- 
denee adduced by the petitioner, or to show that, a- 
cording to the constitution or laws of Virginia, thos 
voters to whom the petitioner had objected were enti- 
tled to the right of suffrage; nor has he alleged a sin- 
gle reason why he could not have availed himself of 
such testimony, if it existed, at the opening of the 
present session of Congress. 

If there is a point which the sitting member can es 
tablish to change the aspect of the case, or if it be ia 


1804, to the present day, no act of Congress had ex- | his power to countervail the evidence before the cou- 


isted regulating contested elections ; that, in those pe- 
riods of time, elections had been contested and decided 
on almost every point that admits of contest. I there- 
fore, without reference to any past law, endeavored to 
procure sufficient testimony on the general principles 
which are adopted in courts of law where affidavits are 
received in place of the oral testimony of witnesses 
present. I meant, at the earliest day, to submit the 
testimony I had, with deference, to the Committee of 
Elections, to solicit their earliest attention to its suffi- 


mittee so as to produce a result in his favor, the peti 
tioner demands an exposition of that point, and a dis 
closure of the evidence upon which the sitting membe! 
will rely to effect that object. The question will the 
be fairly presented to the view of the committee, and 
they can determine whether the evidence, which the 
sitting member supposes to be material, might not have 
been obtained, with proper exertion, anterior to the 
meeting of Congress; whether due diligence has bee? 
used by him for that purpose, and, if not, from wh! 
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cause the neglect has arisen ; and finally, whether the 
proof which the sitting member imagines to exist 
would, if it were before the committee, be sufficient to 
sustain the validity of his election. The petitioner 
begs leave to refer the committee to an attentive exam- 
ination of the Constitution and laws of Virginia estab- 
From these it will appear 
that every male citizen of the State, (other than free 
negroes and mulattoes,) aged twenty-one years, whois 

ssed of a freehold estate at the least, or who is 
tenant for life, in a quantity of land, if improved, equal 
to twenty-five acres, or fifty acres of unimproved land, 
or of a lot or part of a lot in any town established’ by 
law, and who shall have been so possessed six months, 
unless the same shall be derived by marriage or by de- 
scent, and none others, shall be entitled to vote for Rep- 
It is also pro- 
vided bya law of the State that one or more commis- 
sioners of the revenue shall be annually appointed by 
the court of each county, whose especial duty it shall 


_ be to register, in alphabetical order, in a book called the 


ga 


» land-book or list, the name of each and every land- 
' holder in his county; and for the better execution of 


which, it is provided, by law, that each person shall an- 
nually, on oath, give atrue and exact account of all 
lands and other property of which he is possessed, to be 
entered on the book or the list of the said commissioner. 


' This land list is, by express statute, made conclusive 


evidence for and against sheriffs in the collection of the 
land tax. It is, by law, evidence for or against persons 
who omit or refuse to vote at elections for Representa- 
tives to the State Legislature or to Congress. By law, 
it is the test by which to try the competency of grand 
jurors, as none but freeholders are allowed to be grand 
jurors. It has been the immemorial usage of the Leg- 
islature of Virginia to resort to the land list as the most 
satisfactory proof in contested elections, and their de- 
cisions, in cases similar to the one before the committee, 
have uniformly been in favor of the candidate having 
on his poll a majority of votes supported by such list. 
From this view of the laws and usages of Virginia, the 
committee will readily perceive that great credit is due 
to the land list, as a list of the qualification of voters ; 
and the petitioner feels confident that it will be re- 
ceived by the committee as conclusive evidence in 
the case under consideration, unless other testimony, 
equally respectable, should be adduced to support the 
pretensions of the sitting member. Apply this list to the 
poll of each party, and it is a fair inference, that, out 
of any given number of votes divided between them, 
its operation would diminish the votes of each in equal 
proportions. 

The petitioner humbly conceives that the proposition 
of the sitting member for further time to collect his 
evidence, is supported neither by reason nor precedent. 


It would seem to be unnecessary, after the solemn 


_ decision of the House of Representatives in the case 
_ of Baylies and Turner,'to enter into any general rea- 


soning upon this ‘subject. In the case referred to, an 
application for further time was refused, notwithstand- 


_ ing the sitting member declared’ it would be in his 


power to produce, on a subsequent day, material evi- 
dence, of which he had not previously known. But, 
without the aid of this adjudication, such an indulgence 
is manifestly inconsistent with the plainest dictates of 
justice, and the most familiar maxims in every judicial 
tribunal. If, indeed, the sitting member can show to 
the committee that the evidence he is in search of was 
not in his possession or power at any former period, 
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that it is material to the support of his claim to a seat 
in the House of Representatives of the United States, 
and that he has made use of every reasonable diligence 
to obtain the same in due time without effect, the pe- 
titioner would not contest the propriety and fairness of 
suspending, for a limited time, a final determination of 
the present controversy. But, on the contrary, it is 
manifest to.the committee, that all the means in the 
power of the petitioner to prosecute the inquiry, on his 
part, were equally open to the sitting member to pre- 
pare for his defence; that, immediately after receiving 
the notification, as early as the 7th of May last, that 
his election would be contested, it was the incumbent 
duty of the sitting member, without waiting for fur- 
ther steps to he taken by the petitioner, to have met 
the objections made by the petitioner to the voters spe- 
cifically named, and to show the basis on which their 
right to vote rested. Such a course was due to him- 
self, if he believed the evidence for that purpose was 
in existence; it was due also to the respect which 
ought, on all occasions, to be evinced for the honorable 
body of which he was returned a member, and before 
whom his case was to be heard. Regardless of these 
considerations, and of the right of the petitioner to de- 
mand, in behalf of the electors of his district, a speedy 
decision of a case involving their dearest interests, the 
sitting member has suffered six months to elapse with- 
out even an attempt to obtain that evidence which he 
now pretends to be so essential in his defence. He 
has appeared before the committee, not for the purpose 
of making his defence, but to be relieved from that 
unpleasant task; the committee are gravely asked to 
reward his negligence by granting a delay, which, in 
all human probability, will amount to a virtual confir- 
mation of his seat. The sacred right of representation 
in the Legislature, at this critical and important con- 
juncture of our national concerns, ought not to be ar- 
rested from a portion of the American people, upon 
pretexts which are not supported by facts or circum- 
stances, and which, if true in their fullest extent, would 
fail of producing any material change in the result of 
the present investigation. To demonstrate the accura- 
cy of this proposition, the petitioner, begs leave to refer 
the committee to the extraordinary augmentation of 
votes in the county of Westmoreland, by which it will 
appear that one hundred and sixty-two votes, not en- 
rolled on the land list, were given to the sitting mem- 
ber in that county, being more by twenty-eight than 
are excluded from the entire poll of the petitioner, by 
the application of the land list as a test to his poll taken 
for the six counties composing the district ; in addition 
to which, the sitting member received a very large pro- 
portion of bad votes in the other counties. 


From these premises, which are supported by the 
strongest proofs in the possession of the committee, the 
conclusion is irresistible, that, admitting the sitting 
member to sustain every objection which he has made 
to the poll of the petitioner, he would fall very far short 
of raising his number to a legitimate majority of the 
district. The petitioner, therefore, with due deference 
to the opinion of the committee, can perceive no possi- 
ble benefit to be derived from an enlargement of the 
time for taking testimony. 


Such a course might, and most probably would, ena- 
ble the petitioner to increase the majority of constitu- 
tional suffrages to which he is entitled, but it could not 
most assuredly lessen them into a minority. Deeply 
impressed by the foregoing considerations, and with 
the important rights of his fellow-citizens involved in 
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the issue of the question before the committee, the pe- 
titioner prays that his case may be considered and de- 
cation without further delay. 


JOHN TALIAFERRO. 


Mr. Emorrt addressed the Chair as follows: 


Mr. Speaker: Before the question is taken on 
the resolution now before the House,I shall take 
the liberty of submitting a few remarks.in expla- 
nation of the vote which Iam about to give. I 
am aware that, from the time which has already 
been consumed in this discussion, the patience of 
the House is nearly exhausted, and it is therefore 
with great and unfeigned: reluctance, that I rise 
to take part in the debate. The only considera- 
tions indeed which induce me to trouble you at 
this time, are, that Iam a member of the Commit- 
tee of Elections which reported the resolution, 
and that the grounds on which I agreed to the 
resolution in the committee, and which still re- 
tain their influence on my mind, have not been 
distinctly stated, and I fear are not perfectly un- 
ederstood. 

It is not my intention to enter into the merits 
of the election, or to exhibit a scale of probabil- 
ities by which the House shall be enabled or 
called upon to judge of the possible result of this 
controversy. ‘These topics appear to me to have 
nothing to do with the question of postponement ; 
and if we allow a hasty and half digested opin- 
ion with respect to the possible or the probable 
end of the dispute formed from documents not 
perfectly understood, or bottomed on the upinions 
of persons in whom we confide, to guide us, it is 
very much to be feared that we shall be misled. 
What, sir! shall we, when a party requests time in 
a case like that now before-us, in order to procure 
testimony—when he tells us that by such testi- 
mony he not only intends but expects to support 
his return and his right to a seat in this House— 
shall we turn round and tell him that we under- 
stand his case better than he does himself, and that 
as we are satisfied, he cannot make out his right, 
that we will not therefore give him time? Is it 
true that we, who now for the first time have a 
view of tiie controversy, can be as competent 
to judge of it as one who was an actor in the 
scenes which led to it, and who has a precise and 
distinct recollection of everything that passed ? 
Or, will we suffer ourselves to believe that the re- 
quest is made by the party, notwithstanding a con- 
viction on his part that he must eventually and 
certainly be defeated? Why, sir, it should be re- 
collected that the taking of testimony must be 
attended with much trouble and expense, and it 
is idle to believe that a man will incur either 
without an object,-and that this object is never 
defeat and disgrace. 

The questions, Mr. Speaker, which on this ap- 
plication present themselvesto my mind,are, whe- 
ther there are any grounds to believe that if time 
is granted to the sitting member, he will be able 
to support his election, and whether he has been 
guilty of such neglect as justly to deprive him’ of 
the right to be farther heard. On these questions 
I shall proceed to offer a few desultory remarks, 
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pledging. myself at the same time to be as briet 
e. 


itself furnishes a strong ground to presume tha; 
the return may be supported. ~ When an election 


is contested here, the controversy partakes of th | 


nature, if it does not absolutely assume the form 
of an appeal against the return ; and as we may 


go behind the return, it is quite obvious that in de. | 


ciding on the main question whether we shaj! 
reverse or affirm the judgment of the returniy; 
officers, the return ought not to be received q, 
evidence. But this does not hold with respect , 
collateral questions. And on this oceasion. | think 
it is fairly to be presumed, that the person whos 
vote was taken, had a right to vote, so far forth a; 
to entitle the party who claims the benefit of j; 
to time, to make out the fact. 


Let me remark, sir, that theelection is not only 
ublic, but held in the place where the elector |; 
nown. It is not extremely probable, though i: 

is certainly sometimes the case, that a person whe 
knows himself not to be qualified will presen: 
himself at the hustings. Surrounded, as he mus 
be, and as he knows Limself tobe, by his neigh. 
bors and acquaintances, who have a knowledge 
of his state and condition in life—liable as he is 
be challenged and abused for attempting to exer. 
cise a right which does not belong to him, ani 
which in the exercise gives to him no personal 
benefit or advantage, and in most cases subjeci 
him to considerable inconvenience, it is not to be 
presumed, when he has voted, that he was not le- 
gally qualified to vote. The presumption tha: 
he had the_right, is fortified by the consideration 
that the presiding officer, the sheriff, (1 speak in 
relation to this case, and of the elections of Vir 
ginia,) not only has a right to judge, but, by lav 
and by oath, is bound to judge of the qualification 
of the electors, and not to admit illegal votes. 1 
doing this, he is. not only guided by what ha: 
taken place at former elections, and his know 
edge of the country, which is necessarily exten- 
sive, but by. the land-list of the county, which be 
is bound to have before him. Is not then the con 
clusion strong, that the person who Offers himsel! 
to vote, and whose vote is accepted by the sherifl 
has the right to vote ? 


Again, sir—and let it still be recollected that! 
am speaking of Virginia elections—the votes ar: 
given in the presence of the candidates, thei! 
friends and partisans, There is no want 0 
knowledge or information then as to the perso: 
who offer to-vote ; and if there exists any dou! 
as to the right, the candidate or his agent has b) 
law the privilege of challenging, and the elecio! 
has then to swear to his qualification. Now, ! 
an élection so warmly contested as was this—'! 
which the feelings of the electors and candidate: 
appear to have been so much engaged, when 
was known, too, that the majority on either sid: 
could not be large—is it to be presumed that ma} 
bad votes were taken ? or,is not the presumptiol 
a fairand natural one, that the persons recognis¢ 
by the sheriff as qualified voters, and not objecte: 
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to by the parties or the county, were legally en- 
titled to vote ? ; 

But, Mr. Speaker, there is another ground for 
believing that the election may be supported, 
which, as to this application, appears to me abso- 
lutely conclusive, An honorable gentleman from 








_ Virginia, (Mr. Guoson,) who is not only against 


giving time, but has offered a resolution for vaca- 


ting the seat of the sitting member without fur- 
ther inf6rmation or inquiry, has mentioned the 
- ease of a contested election from Massachusetts, 
- between Baylies and Turner, in which the sit- 


ting member also asked time; and has remarked, 
that he put the question distinctly, whether the 


_ member believed in case time was given him, he 
_ would be able to support the return, meaning to 
_ be governed by the answer he should receive ; 
- and that, as the sitting member would not say that 
such was his belief, b 

_ ment. 


e voted against a postpone- 
It is not my wish to remark. at this time 
on that case, as my opinion respecting itis suffi- 
ciently known by the part I took in the debate; 


' but I will ask if the gentleman would thus have 
- been satisfied in that case, what ought to be the 
course adopted now ? 


The sitting member, when before the Commit- 
tee of Elections, declared, and the members of the 
committee certainly gave credit to the declara- 
tion as far as respects the belief of the member, 
that he did not doubt but that he would be able, 
if time was granted him, to support his election ; 
and the committee have accordingly, in their re- 
port, stated that-the sitting member requested 
time, under the conviction that he would be able 
to substantiate his poll and his challenges. Nor 
did I understand the petitioner, in opposing 
the application for time, as at all disputing the 
belief of the sitting member or requiring farther 
evidence of it. In addition to this, you have this 
day heard the sitting member in his place declare. 
in answer to a question put by an honorable gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. McKes,) that he is 
convinced he can support his return if you allow 
Now, sir, 1 will ask 


ave been satisfactory, how much more is the 
declaration of a settled conviction arising from a 
full and intimate knowledge of the whole contro- 
versy. And the House will permit me to ask 
what other evidence is wanted or ought to be re- 
quired, on a question of postponement, that there 
are grounds to believe the election may be sup- 
ported. 

I am sensible, sir, it is contended that the com- 
parison which has been made of the polls with 
the land lists, destroys this presumption. It is 
cently advisable for astranger to the State and 

| Of Virginia to approach these land lists 
cautiously, when he finds.such a diversity of sen- 
timent as to their influence and operation on elec- 
tions, as in this debate we have witnessed in gen- 
tlemen of high standing from that State. A few 
remarks respecting them becomes however ne- 
cessary. 

The land lists, as I understand them, are state- 
ments made by Commissioners in each county of 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Virginia Contested Election. 


390 
H. or R. 











the lands in their respective districts, liable to be 
rated with an aceount of the owners of the free- 
hold as far forth as the Commissioners can as- 
certain them, and are corrected annually from an 
examination by the Commissioners of the tranfers 
recorded in the office of the county clerk; the 
corrections take place in the Spring, and the list 
with its corrections is called the list of the year 
wherein the corrections were completed. These 
lists are made up for the purposes of taxation, and 
indeed are nothing more than assessment rolls; 
they ascertain the land rated and the tax to be 

aid, but to the proprietor, they give only the con- 
jecture or opinion of the officer. A land list is 
not a record of the title, and it is accordingly un- 
derstood, and so is the admission of the parties 
here, that it may be contradicted. 

Let me now remind gentlemen that the land 
lists by which the comparison in this case was 
made were those of 1810; and which, therefore, 
in point of time, precedes the election by about a 
year; and they will permit me to ask whether it 
is possible that any evidence arising from such 
lists can destroy the-presumption that the return 
may be supported if time is given. All the ar- 
rangements and dispositions within the year are 
necessarily excluded, and the persons whoin such 
year by purchase, by marriage, by devise, and hy 
descent, became freeholders and electors, are not 
to be found on the land lists. In a country like 
ours, where property finds new owners so fre- 
quently, it is easy to conceive that many persons 
not entitled to vote in 1811, may be found on the 
land list of 1810, and on the contrary, that many, 
very many persons not on such lists were entitled 
to vote. Nor is it true, that the Commissioners 
by searching the offices can with any great degree 
of certainty ascertain the freehold owners. I 
understood it not to be the practice to record 
leases for lives, which yet give the freehold qual- 
ification and are numerous in ‘this very district. 
In purchases of the whole interest the only thing 
which creates a necessity of recording a convey- 
ance, is to guard against future sales ; as between 
the parties the deed is and always remains valid 
without being recorded, and in cases where the 
grantee has confidence in the grantor it frequently 
happens that the conveyance is never put on re- 
cond. Whatever effect therefore the land lists 
may have on the final decision of this controversy, 
they ought not to be regarded in the determina- 
tion of this collateral question. 

But, sir, there is an additional consideration 
why the comparison should not in this case be 
allowed to have the decisive influence which 
some gentlemen are desirous to give it. It ap- 
pears that the petitioner in making his challenges 
in the counties which gave a considerable vote 
for the sitting member, objected to every person 
who did not appear on the land list, and that the 
sitting member did not pursue this course ; had 
the latter challenged at large and according to 
the land list, it is certain that difference could not 
have been by any. means as great as it now ap- 
pears. When gentlemen koow this, and when 
they are informed that the committee in their 
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examination of the land lists did not go beyond 
the challenges, will they yet say that the eompar- 
ison reported is sufficent to destroy every presump- 
tion in favor of the return, and any expectation 
that it can be supported ? 

As to the question whether the sitting member 
has been guilty of such negligence as ought in 
justice to deprive him of the’ right of defence, I 
shall make but few remarks—I say the right of 
defence, because it is obvious that if: time is not 
granted to procure testimony, the member is 
bound hand and foot and must be thrown out of 
his place—and here I may observe, that gentle- 
men go entirely out of the case when they reason 
on a delay which is to last until the end of the 

resent session of this Congress. The committee 
Ca reported a reasonable time, and the time deemed 
reasonable by them and by the persons claiming 
it, issix weeks. It must also be recollected that 
this business was brought before the committee 
at an early day in the session, and that the time 
which has been taken up in the examination and 
bringing the case before the House, is to be laid 
wholly at the door of the petitioner. In saying 
this, Ido not wish to be understood as casting 
any imputation on the petitioner, he certainly had 
a right to present the case to the committee and 
to the House in his own way, but it ought to be 
known that the time already consumed is not to be 
carried to the account of the sitting member: he 
at an early period asked for time, and if it had 
not been objected to by the petitioner, the exam- 
inations would now have nearly been ended. 

A strong case ought surely to be made out be- 
fore we brid ourselves to decide that the door 
shall be closed against the admission of material 
evidence which may be produced in so shorta 
time. The controversy, sir, is not about a few 
cents in litigation before a country justice, but 
relates to the elective franchise and is conducted 
before the most august body in the nation. I 
mention this because gentlemen have reasoned as 
if we were trying an action in a court of law and 
were to be regulated by the rules of default: these 
analogies are worse than wrong—their tendency 
is to mislead. If any right has ‘value in this 
country, and ought to be held dear by the people, 
it is the right of suffrage: it ison the due exercise 
of this right, that,, under Providence, our Govern- 
ment depends. When this right is held in light 
estimation by the governors or governed our fib. 
ertiesare indanger. When therefore this House 
is passing upon a case in which the elective fran- 
chise is brought in question, it should proceed 
with great caution and less, zeal for a speedy de- 
cision than a just one. 

The consequences which may flow in this case 
from a determination not to grant time, ought to 
lead us to hesitate. _ If we proceed to judge from 
the comparison which has been made of the rolls 
with the land lists, and to set aside the return 
without giving the sitting member a chance to 
produce his evidence, we may, and probably will 
do wrong; whereas, if we give him time and do 
not decide until the case is matured and the par- 
ties have an opportunity to collect their proof, we 
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shall have the merits fully before us and will be 
able to do complete justice. We ought to reflec 
also, that the candidates are not the only person; 
interested in this controversy ; the electors of the 
district are also parties, and it is due to them that 
no testimony should be shut out. A decision 
after a fair hearing on full testimony ought to 
satisfy them, and I dare say will; but, sir, what 
will be the feelings of the electors who supported 
the sitting member and of his friends, when he 
returns shorn ef his honors, and tells them that 
you have cast him from you because some of them 
could not be found on the land list, notwithstand. 
ing he offered to. prove, if a few weeks were 3). 
lowed him for the purpose, that they were legal 
voters ; that in your great anxiety to have the dis. 
trict rightfully represented, you would not listen 
to his entreaties to grant him a short time to pro- 
cure his testimony, under the most solemn pledges 
that delay was not his object, and that if he had 
been guilty of negligence, it was owing to want 
of information? We must not believe that the 
electors will be satisfied, or that they will think 
of our proceedings but with disgust. Rely upon 
it, sir, the warmth of feeling which caused sy 
great a poll in this district has not yet subsided, 
andthe cool reasoning and nice distinctions which 
have been used in this discussion will not satisfy 
the freeholder, who is in the full and quiet occu- 
pation of his plantation, that he has no right to 
vote; because he is not on the land list, or that 
it was just to take away his right of suffrage 
without allowing him an opportunity to produce 
his title to you. 

Now, sir, on what is this charge of gross neg- 
ligence founded, which is to put an end to all 
further inquiry? We find, by looking at the pa- 
per, that on the 7th of May, a few days after the 
election, the petitioner gave notice to the sitting 
member that he intended to contest the return, 
and served him with a list of the voters to whom 
he objected; not because they were not on the 
land lists, but because they were not freeholders, 
or were minors or black men. «A few days after 
the sitting member furnished the petitioner with 
his list of objectionable voters. The petitioner 
after this remained inactive until the 27th of Sep- 
tember, when he gave notice of his intention to 
take testimony in October. It was not pretended 
that if the sitting member was justified in lying:still 
until he received the notice in September, that 
he has then had sufficient time: but it is alleged 
that he was bound to proceed on the notice ol 
May, without any further evidence of the inten- 
tion of the petitioner. 

Whatever might have been the effect of the 
notice in May, in case the petitioner had in | 
placed his case in whole or in part on the land 
lists, I think that in justice and sound sense, the 
notice authorized by no law, and in its very terms 
looking to the testimony to be taken, ought not (0 
be regarded as such a step as to put the sitting 
member to collecting his proof at all hazards and 
without delay. The member had the record 0! 
the canvass and the return, and until he found that 
the petitioner was about to invalidate them by 
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roof, it surely could not be necessary for him to 


) support them by proof. We too well understand 


the feelings of an unsuccessful candidate at the 


termination of a warmly contested election, to 
plas the utmost reliance on a declaration that 


e will proceed to a scrutiny, when that scrutin 


 jsto carry him from home, and to create muc 


troubleand expense. And will we yet say that when 
such a declaration is made, the returned member 
is at his peril to collect his proof whatever trouble 
or expense he may incur by it? I beg gentlemen 
to reflect on the effect of establishing this as a 
rinciple in the case of contested elections. Is it 
not obvious that‘it may be made a weapon of 
oppression in the hands of every heated and dis- 
appointed candidate? He has only at the close 
of the election to give a notice, that costs him 
nothing, and although at the very time he does 
not intend to proceed to a scrutiny, yet his suc- 
cessful opponent, who cannot dive into his mind, 
must labor from that time forth to establish his 
If he fails to do so, and the losing 
candidate can, near the commencement of a ses- 
sion, procure some proof which casts a cloud 
over the election, or raises a presumption against 
the return, the whole state of things is varied. 
This is truly a discovery in elections, and may 
be called a plan for a minority to be made a ma- 
jority, or how a man that is not elected by his 
district may be chosen for it by this House. 

I shall press but one more consideration on the 
House. ‘The sitting member declares that he did 
not know of any mode in which he could take 
testimony, and did not believe that it could be 
taken until some order was made here; that in 
the laws of Virginia he could find nothing which 
applied to his case, and that he found our statute 
respecting contested elections had long since ex- 
Pets Is there any reason to disbelieve him ? 
Let every newly returned member ask himself 
the question, whether his impressions until he 
came here were not the same; and is there not 
even some cause to believe, after all, that the con- 
jecture was right? ‘True it is, sir, that we have 
on’ one or two occasions received testimony under 
a kind of common law, which it seems we have 
on this subject, and this may have been made 
known to the petitioner as he has heretofore had 
a seat in this House; butit is not to be presumed 
that the sitting member, a mere farmer and coun- 
try gentleman, who now for the first time appears 
here, and who never before, in all probability, at- 
tended to the manner in which contested elections 
are conducted by us, should be conversant with 
our common law of elections, if indeed we have 
such law. And this I think, is of itself sufficient 
to do away all idea of culpable negligence. 

In every view of the subject which [ have been 
able to take, I think the sitting member is entitled 
to further time to procure testimony, and I shall 
accordingly so vote. 

The question on concurring with the Commit- 
tee of Elections, in their said report, was then 
determined in the negative—yeas 46, nays 65, as 
follows: 

Yxas — Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, William W. 
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Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brigham, Martin Chit- 
tenden, John Clopton, John Davenport, jun., William 
Ely, James Emott, William Findley, Asa Fitch, Charles 
Goldsborough, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, 
Richard Jackson, junior, Philip B. Key; Lyman Law, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, Nathaniel Macon, Arehi- 
bald McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Aru- 
nah Metcalf, John Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Tho- 
mas Newbold, Israel Pickens, Timothy Pitkin, junior, 
James Pleasants, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, 
John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Philip Stuart, Lewis B 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban 
Wheaton, Leonard White, David R. Williams, and 
Thomas Wilson. 

Naxs— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, David Bard, Josiah Bart- 
lett, Burwell Bassett, William Blackledge, Thomas 
Blount, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Bur- 
well, Wm. Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger Davis, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, James Fisk, Me- 
shack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, John A. Harper, Jacob 
Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Jo- 
seph Kent, Wm. R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Alexander McKim, Samuel L. Mitch- 
ill, James Morgan, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Tho- 
mas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William Piper, Benja- 
min Pond, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, 
Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, 
Samuel Shaw, George Smith, Richard Stanford, Silas 
Stow, William Strong, Charles Turner jr., Pierre Van 
Cortlandt, junior, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, 
Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 

So the House refused to concur with the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 

A motion was made by Mr. Ranpotpn, to re- 
commit the report of the Committee of Elections, 
with power to send for persons and papers. 

The question on this motion was determined in 
the negative—yeas 50, nays 66, as follows: 

Yeas— Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, William W. 
Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, James 
Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Cham- 
pion, Martin Chittenden, John Clopton, John Daven- 
port, jr., William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, 
Asa Fitch, Charles Goldsborough, Bolling Hall, Obed 
Hall, Aylett Hawes, Richard Jackson, jun., Philip B. 
Key, Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Nathan- 
iel Macon, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Arunah 
Metcalf, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, Jo- 
seph Pearson, Israel Pickens, ‘Timothy Pitkin, jr., James 
Pleasants, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John 
Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, John 
Sevier, Adam Seybert, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, 
Lewis B. Sturges, George Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, 
Benj’n Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, 
David R. Williams, and Thomas Wilson. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, David Bard, Josiah Bart- 
lett, Burwell Bassett, William Blackledge, Thomas 
Blount, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Bur- 
well, Wm. Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, 
Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, 
James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Pe- 
terson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, John 
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A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, John M. Mignpmen. Richard M. 
Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, 
Peter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Geo, C. 
Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Alexander McKim, Sam’! L. 
Mitchill, James Morgan, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, 
Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William Piper, 
Benjamin Pond, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John 
Roane, Jonathan Roberts,. Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer 
Seaver, Samuel Shaw, George Smith, Silas Stow, Wil- 
liam Strong, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre 
Van Cortlandt, jun., Robert. Whitehill, William Wid- 
gery, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 

A motion'was then made by Mr. Guotson, that 
the House do come to the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That John P. Hungerford is not 
entitled to a seat in this House. 

2. Resolved,.That John Taliaferro is entitled 
to a seat in this House, 

The question on the first resolation was deter- 
mined in the affirmative—yeas 67, nays 29, as 
follows: 

Yxas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, William Black- 
ledge, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, 
Langdon Cheves, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, 
Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, 
James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Pe- 
terson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Jacob 
Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Rich’d M. Johnson, Joseph 
Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Alexander McKim, Samuel L. Mitch- 
ill, James Morgan, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thos. 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel 
Pickens, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, Samuel Ring- 
gold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebe- 
nezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, George 
Smith, Richard Stanford, Silas Stow, William. Strong, 
Charles Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Robert 
Whitehill, William Widgery, Richard Winn, and 
Robert Wright. 

Nars—William W. Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, Elijah 
Brigham, John Clopton, John Davenport, jr., William 
Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Bolling Hall, Aylett 
Hawes, Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Na- 
thaniel Macon, Jonathan O. Moseley, Timothy Pitkin, 
junior, James Pleasants, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. 
Ridgely, Adam Seybert, Philip Stuart, Lewis B, Stur- 
ges, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard 
White, David R. Williams, and Thomas Wilson. 


The question on the second resolution was de- 
termined in the affirmative—yeas 66, nays 19, as 
follows: 

Yxas— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, William Blackledge, Thomas 
Blount, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Bur- 
well, Wm,,Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger Davis, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, James Fisk, Me- 
shack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Jacob Hufty, John M. 
Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William 
R.,King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, Wm. Iowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Alex- 
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ander McKim, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgay 
Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Tho. 
mas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, W iilian 
Piper, Benjamin Pond; Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, 
John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ehe. 
nezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, George Smith, Richard 
Stanford, Silas Stow, William Strong, Charles Ty;. 
ner, jr. Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr, Robert Whitehii), 
William Widgery, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright, 

Nars—William W. Bibb, Elijah Brigham, Johy 
Clopton, Bolling Hall, Aylett Hawes, Lyman Law, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, Nathaniel Macon, Jonathap 
O. Moseley, James Pleasants, jr., John Randolph, Wij. 
liam Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Adam Seybert, Philip 
Stuart, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, David R. 
Williams, and Thomas Wilson. 





Monpay, December 2. 


Joun Taciarerro, who has been declared en. 
titled to a seat in this House, as one of the mem. 
bers for Virginia, in the place of John P. Hunger. 
ford, who has been declared not entitled to a seat 
in this House, appeared, was qualified, and took 
his seat. 

Mr. Lewis. presented a petition of sundry in. 
habitants of the City of Washington, praying that 
certain amendments therein mentioned, may be 
made to the act incorporating the City of Wash- 
ington.—Referred. 

r. Newron, from the Committee of Commerce 
and Manufactures, to whom were referred the 
petitions of Isaac Clason and Archibald McCall, 
presented a bill authorizing the issuing of deben- 
tures in cettain cases; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on Fri- 
day next. 

r. Lacock presented a petition of sundry 
members of several Christian denominations, re- 
siding in the western parts of the United States, 
praying that post offices may not be opened, and 
thatthe mails may not be carried, on Sundays. 

The Speaker Taid before the House sundry 
resolutions adopted at a meeting of a number of 
inhabitants of Glaniosstal county, in the State of 
New Jersey, expressive of their disapprobation of 
the conduct of the Government of Great Britain, 
of their confidence in, and attachment to, the pres- 
ent Administration of the General Government, 
and of their support of such measures as may be 
adopted for the defence of the honor and interests 
of the United States. 

The resolutions were read and ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. Gotp, from the committee to whom was 
recommitted the bill for the more convenient tak- 


396 


ing of affidavits and bail, in civil causes depend- | 


ing in the courts of the United States, reported 
an amendment thereto; which was read, and, to- 
gether with the bill committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on Wednesday next. 

Mr. Bassett, from the committee appointed 
to prepare and report such standing rules and or- 
ders as are proper to be observed in this House, 
made a report; which was read and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on Friday next. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
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Tgan, 


Tho. | ment of the Senate to the bill “ extending the time 


3 


iiliam 
Rhea, 


chard | =" {he amendment was then read, and concurred 
Tur | in by the House. tert: 
tehill, The bill from the Senate, “ making a further 
night, 5 appropriation for the support of a library,” was 
pon read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
a Whole to-morrow. tae 
Wil. The House resolved itseif into a Committee of 
hil; the Whole on the bill allowing further time for 
id ry completing the payments on certain lands held by 
right of pre-emption in the Mississippi Territory ; 
which was gone through, reported to the House, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
The House went into a Committee of the Whole, 
d en. on the bill for the relief of Thomas and John Clif- 
1em- ford of Philadelphia, and Charles Wirgman of 
iger- Baltimore. ‘ 
seat The Committee, after some discussion on the 
took bill, rose, reported progress, and asked leave to sit 
again, which was refused ; and on motion of Mr. 
y ine D. R. WituiaMs, the bill was recommitted to the 
‘that Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 
y be The House again went into Committee of the 
‘ash- — | Whole, on the bill to authorize the laying out a 
+ public road from the line established by the Treaty 
lerce of Greenville, to the North Bend of the Ohio; 
| the which was reported to the House, by whom it 
Call, ; was ordered to be engrossed fur a third reading. 
ben- 
Mn Tvespay, December 3. 
= Mr. Dawson, from the committee appointed 
ndry on the nineteenth ultimo, presented a bill for the 
oe relief of the infirm, disabled, and superannuated 
ates officers and soldiers of the late and of the present 
asd Army of the United States; which was read 
: twice, and commitied to a Committee of the 
an _ Whole on Monday next. . 
ir of Oa motion of Mr. Ranpowrn, the committee 
eof appointed to inquire into the faithful application 
in of ot public moneys, were authorized and empowered 
ia to send for persons and papers. 
mg On motion of Mr. Newron, the Committee of 
‘ent Commerce and Manufactures were instructed to 
y be inquire whether any, and, if any, what, altera- 
eats tions and amendments are necessary to be made 
| in the several acts of Congress establishing ports 
Hie of entry and delivery. 

An engrossed bill “allowing a further time for 
an | completing the payments on certain lands, held 
tak- | by right of pre-emption, in the Mississippi Terri- 
wry tory,” was read the third time, and passed. 
ned The House resolved itself into a Committee of 

at the Whole on the bill from the Senate, “ to au- 
tee thorize the surveying and making of certain roads 
in the State of Ohio, as éontemplated by the 
sted Treaty of Brownstown, in the Territory of Michi- 
oe gan.” The bill was reported without amendment, 
ods and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
ited The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
' the Whole on the bill from the Senate, ‘“ making 
ae a further appropriation for the support of a libra- 
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ry.” The bill was reported without amendment, 
read the third time and passed. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


the Whole on the bill for the relief of John Burn- 
ham. No amendment being made, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time 
to-morrow. . 


TERRITORY OF LOUISIANA. 
The House again resolved itself into a Com- 


mittee of the Whole, on the bill providing for the 
government of the Territory of Louisiana. The 
motion to strike out so much of the sixth section 
of the bill providing for the government of the 
Territory of Louisiana, as relates to the qualifi- 
cation of elections, being. under consideration— 


Mr. Rueaw said, the observations which he was 


about to make would be chiefly confined to the 
objections made to.the provisions contained in 
the sixth section of the bill, relating to the quali- 
fications of those who may vote at elections for 
members of the General Assembly. That sec- 
tion has been opposed, as if the qualifications of 
an elector were confined to freehold only; but the 
qualification of freehold is not the only one, as 
will appear by reference to that part of the sec- 
tion which is moved to be struck out; it is in the 
following words: “ Every free white man of the 
‘ age of twenty-one years, being an inhabitant of 
‘the Territory, and possessing a freehold in the 
‘ county, and every free white man of the age of 
‘twenty-one years, being an inhabitant of any 
‘county therein, one year preceding the day of 
‘ election, shall be entitled to vote in that county, 
‘for a representative or representatives to the 
‘General Assembly.” 


The section declares two modes of qualifica- 


tion, one is a freehold (or estate in fee) in the 
county, and the other is, the being an inhabitant 
in the county for one year next preceding the 
day of election. If, pursuant to a motion that has 
been made, the word freehold bestruck out of the 
section, the privilege of voting will be restrained, 
for in that case,a man by being vested with a 
fee will not be entitled to vote, and his exclusion 
cannot be bottomed on any rational principle. 


If a citizen of the United States will move to 
the Territory of Louisiana, and there purchase 
land, and settle thereon, and become vested with 
the complete title thereof, be the quantity what 
it may, there is no good reason to exclude 
him from voting at an election, immediately af- 
ter he has obtained a title for his land; by his 
purchasing land, settling thereon, and acquiring 
a tide thereto, he has given the strongest evidence 
in his power of his determination to be an inhab- 
itant of that country, and of his attachment there- 
to; an evidence far superior to that which arises 
from the payment of a tax only; for a man who 
is only a transitory resident, by being there at 
the time, may pay, or be compelled to pay a tax 
merely personal, his name having been reported 
on a tax list, and after the tax is paid, and a vote 
by him rendered, may immediately go off for 
some other country. The Territory of Louisiana 
being on the frontier, remote and exposed, a resi- 
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dence of one year in any county therein, next 
eceding the day of-election, may notbe too 
ong to privilege a man, not possessed of land in 
fee, to vote at elections; that period of time is not 
amore than sufficient to manifest an attachment 
to the country. . It will also follow, as a matter 
of course, that if a thai has been an inhabitant 
of a county for one year preceding’ the day of 
-an election, he ‘will have paid a tax, if there be a 
law in that Territory providing for payment of a 
personal tax; and. if there be no such law, the 
‘qualification arising from payment of -a tax only 
will operate strangely at the first election, if not 
at any other subsequent. The qualifications of 
electors, provided for in the bill, will. guard 
against. impositions, and such intrusion will be 
more easily detected ; this will appear more ne- 
cessary, when it is considered, that this bill is in 
the nature of a compact between the United 
States and the people of Louisiana. 


But a motion has-been made to strike out all 
that part of the sixth section which defines the 
qualifications of electors, and to insert in place 
thereof, the following: “ Every free white male 
citizen residing in the said Territory, who shall 
have attained to the age of twenty-one years, and 
paid a tax.” If this propused amendment be 
agreed to, the elective franchise provided for in 
the bill, will be strangely restrained; for that 
arising froma freehold only will be excluded, as 
also that arising from being’an inhabitant for 
one year preceding the day of election, and. the 
only one will be that arising from being a citizen 
and payment of tax. That the proposed amend- 
ment is indefinite and uncertain will further ap- 

ear, by inquiring who are they who, being in- 

abitants’of the Territory of Louisiana, are 
entitled to be named citizens?) And who are 
they, who, being citizens and having paid tax, 
shall. be entitled to vote at elections? I do not 
undertake, said Mr. R., to answer these ques- 
tions. By the offered amendment, it seems an 
elector must bea citizen and have paid tax. 
That is, an elector is a citizen who has paid tax. 
It may not be useless to inquire whether all the 
free male white inhabitants of the age of twenty- 
one years ,in the Territory of Louisiana, are em- 
braced by the word citizen. In respect to the 
term or word citizen, it is amply provided for in 
the ninth section, which is in the words following: 

“ And be it further enacted, That all and every free 
white male person, who, on the 20th day of December, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and three, was 
an inhabitant of the Territory of Lovisiana, and all 
free white male citizens of the United States, who, 
since the said twentieth day of December, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and three, emigrated, or 
who hereafter may emigrate to the said Territory, be- 
ing otherwise qualified according to the provisions of 
this act, shall be capable to hold any office of honor, 
trust, or profit, in the said Territory, under the United 
States, or under said Territory, and to vote for mem- 
bers of the General Assembly, and a delegate to Con- 
gress, during the temporary government provided for 
by. this act.” 


By the term citizen is understood, a man who 
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is in possession and exercise of every right an¢ 
privilege declared by the Constitution and lay, 
of the States of which he is an inhabitant, an, 
the Constitution and laws of the United State; 
to be his. If time would permit, it might be jp, 
quired, whether a:citizen of a State removing |, | 
a Territory of the United States under the firs, | 





grade of government, and becoming an inha)). | 


itant thereof, will remain vested with all ti, 
rights and privileges of a citizen of the Unite 
States? But this is only noted for consideratioy 
It may be observed, that a right to vote fora rep- 
resentative in a General Assembly, and to be rep. 
resented in a General Assembly, are attributes oj 
a citizen, and at present no free white male jp. 
habitant: in Louisiana is vested with these ait;). 
butes, for the people of Louisiana have not her. 
tofore been represented in a General Assembly. 
and the object of the bill is to give certain righi 
and privileges, which they have not at any tine 
heretofore been in the possession and exercise 
of. If the definition given of the term “ citizen’ 
be correct, and it is presumed to be so, it is evident 
that all the free white male inhabitants of tha 
Territory are not embraced by that term “ciiizen,” 
and it. will follow, that if the proposed ameni- 
ment be agreed to, a large portion, if not all, of the 
free white male inhabitants, will, by force of the 
term “ citizen,” be excluded from voting for men. 
bers of the General Assembly, and in tbat event 
the offered amendment, be it agreed to, will 
defeat the very object of the bill, for then there 
may be no General Assembly. 

But that portion of the people of that Territory 
who were inhabitants thereof on the 20th day of 
December, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and three, are not included in the definition 
given of the term “citizen ;” for they are noi 
citizens of any State, and, consequently, not o/ 
the United States ; they, therefore, may, by force 
of that term “citizen,” be excluded from voting 
for representatives in a General Assembly. 1'2- 
king this into view, the committee who reported 
the bill made particular provision in the ninth sec- 
tion thereof, for that ‘portion of the people of 
Louisiana, and also for citizens of the United 
States, who, since the said 20th day of December, 
have emigrated, or who hereafter may emigrate. 
to that Territory. Let the offered amendment be 
rejected, and let the provisions of the sixth and 
ninth seetions of the bill remain as the 
their joint operation on all persons claiming a 
right to vote, and then no doubt or difficulty will 
be made relative to the qualifications of electors; 
he who is invgsted with a fee in land, if contest: 
ed, will produce his title deeds; and he who 
claims a right to vote, by being an inhabitant o! 
the county one year next preceding the day 0! 
election, will, if disputed, show that he has so 
been an inhabitant; and if there be in either case 
a failure, the offered vote will be rejected. 

It has been observed that, if the offered amend- 
ment be not agreed to,“ a person may vote in two 
different counties at oneelection.” This will not 
follow from the relative totals used in the sixth 
section; the words “the” and “that” are used 10 
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‘relation to the county wherein the elector shall | of Thomas O’Bannon ;” and have passed the bill 
‘vote, and their relative force will, with common | from this House “ for the apportionment of Rep- 
+ careand attention, exclude any person from vot-| resentatives among the several States according 
‘ing in two counties. It has also been objected | to the third enumeration,” with amendments; to 
‘that “ Spaniards may come and vote at elections | which bill and amendments they desire the con- 
in Louisiana, under the provisions of the bill.” | currence of this House. 
If bythe word “Spaniards” is intended persons | On motion of Mr. WiLtiams, the Committee of 
’ who were inhabitants of the country now the Ter- | Commerce and Manufactures were instructed to 
‘ ritory of Louisiana, on the 20th day of December, | report a bill explanatory of the act laying duties 
_ in the year one thousand eight hundred and three, | om manufactured copper. 

or if by it is intended persons, who, emigrating to | Another message from the Senate informed the 

any of the United States, and therein residing | House that the Senate have passed a bill “ mak- 

until naturalized, by law, and vested with the | ing further provision for the Corpsof Engineers ;” 
‘ rights as well as name of citizen, and who, since | to which bill they desire the concurrence of this 
‘the said twentieth day of December, have emi- | House. They have agreed to the resolution of 
_ grated, or may emigrate, to that Territory, the | this House for the appointment of a joint com- 
_ objection is harmless, being without foundation ; | mittee to have the application of the moneys ap- 
' for an object of the ninth section is to embrace all ; propriated for. the library; and have appointed 


pit. to be of the committee on their part. 

The Speaker laid before the House a report 
other. character or description, they are | of the Secretary of the Navy of moneys trans- 
tely excluded by the provisions of the | ferred during the last recess of Congress, from 


) wise qualified as provided for in the sixth section. 


je a of either description, they being other- | Mr. Leis, Mr. Smira of Maryland, and Mr. Con- 


‘ninth and sixth sections of the ‘bill, which will | certain branches of expenditure to other branches 


» evidently appear by a very moderate’share of at- | of expenditure in the Navy Department, and of 
‘tention thereto. It has been intimated that, if | the application of such moneys; which was read, 
this bill becomes a law, it will encourage intru- | and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
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of the 

f the ders to enter upon the lands of the United States ; | Means. 
mem: this objection is not sustainable. There are laws 

event of the United States to expel intruders from the 


will 


, public lands. When the second grade of tempo- 
there 


rary government was extended respectively to 
‘ the people of the Northwestern Territory, to the 


‘itory | > people of the Indiana and Mississippi Territories, 














The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill ‘ for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the oqveral Mihes, 
according to the third enumeration :” 

Mr. Burwe.t moved that the bill and amend- 
ments be committed to a Committee of the Whole, 
on Monday next; which was negatived. 

Mr. Ranpoiru moved that the bill and amend- 
ments be postponed until Friday next; which 
was also determined in the negative. 

Mr. SranrorpD moved, that the further consid- 
eration thereof be postponed until to-morrow ; 
which was determined in the negative—yeas 56, 
nays 72, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., John Baker, David Bard, 


bread for his children, some one of whom, ata | Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Black- 


Thomas Blount, James Breckenridge, Robert 
Brown, William A. Burwell, John Clopton, Lewis 
Condit, William Crawford, John Dawson, Meshack 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Charles Goldsborough, 
Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, Obed 
Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, Joseph Kent, Philip 
B. Key, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Le- 
fever, Joseph Lewis, jr., Peter Little, Nathaniel Macon, 
George C. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, William Mc- 
Coy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, James Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Thomas New- 


certainly the: people of Louisiana, in respect to | ton, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, 
their population, and in pursuance of the Treaty | William Piper, James. Pleasants, jr., John Randolph, 
of Paris, are entitled to the consideration of the | Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan 





Roberts, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, John Talia- 
ferro, Robert Whitehill, Thomas Wilson, and Richard 


Nars—-William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, Dan- 
iel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, Abijah Big- 
elow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, Elijah Brigham, 


ay oi} were there no intruders on public lands within 
hun | © the limits of any of those Territories? Will it 
1tOn ' be said there were none? And, is it now come 
bol} 6s to this, that the numerous popylation of the Ter- 
oto! | — ritory of Louisiana shall be prevented from hav- 
loree } ing a general representation and General Assem- 
ting | «bly of their own, to make laws for themselves, 
Ta | ~ and to have every benefit resulting therefrom ; 
rted | and all this for fear that a poor man, destitute of | 
‘Sec: | — wealth, shall, with his wife and children, go on 
e : _ and cultivate a small piece of public land to raise 
Lite 

iber, | future day, may stand highly eminent in the Con- | ledge, 
rate, gress of the United States ? 

it be Petitions for the second grade of temporary 
and government have for some time been before the 
and | Congress of the United States from the people of 
1g a Louisiana. * By the late census it appears that the 
will _ people are now more than thousand. To 
OFS ; the people of other Territories, when composed | 
best: of very inferior numbers, the second grade of 
who temporary government has been extended—and 
tol 

y of 

} $0 

nase Congress of the United States. 

The Committee rose,and had leave to sit again. 
nd- Winn. 
wo 
not Wepnespay. December 4. 
xth A message from the Senate, informed the House 

in that the Senate have passed a bill “ for the relief 


William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Cham- 
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pion, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, Thomas 
B. Cooke, John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, Samuel 
Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, 
William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. 
Gold, Isdiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, John A. Harper, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jr., Richard M. 
Johnson, Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Thomas .Moore, Aru- 
nah Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jona- 
than, O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, William Pauld- 
ing, jr., ret Pitkin, jt., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. 
Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, 
Henry M. Ridgely, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, 
Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, Silas Stow, 
William Strong, Lewis B. Sturges, George Sullivan, 
Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, 
George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Pierre Van 
Cortlandt, jr., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, David 
R. Williams, William Widgery, and Robert Wright. 


The question that the House do concur with 
the Senate in the said amendments, being stated, 


—— 
— 


ultimo; which was read, and referred to a Com. 
mittee of the Whole to-morrow. 
Mr. Morrow, from the same committee, made 
a report on the petition of the Mayor and Alder. 
men of the city of New Orleans, referred the 
twenty-eighth ultimo; which was read, and re. 
ferred toa Committee of the Whole on Monday 
next, 
Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, presented a bill to continue in force, for a 
| limited time, the act, entitled “An act continuing, 


| for a limited time, the salaries of the officers of 


| Government therein mentioned;” which was 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on Monday next. _ 

Mr. Bacon, ‘from the same committee, pre- 
sented’a bill to continue in force, for a further 
time, the first section of the act, entitled “An act 
further to protect the commerce and seamen of 
the United States against the Barbary Powers ;” 
which was read twice, and committed toa Com- 


and debate arising thereon, an adjournment was | mittee of the Whole on Tuesday next. 


calied for, and carried. 





Trurspay, December 5, 


The Speaker laid before the House sundry res- 
olutions adopted by a meeting of a number of the 
inhabitants of thetown and district of St. Louis, 
in the Territory of Louisiana, expressive of their 
wishes that the second grade of Territorial gov- 
ernment may be extended to the said Territory ; 
that the: Judges of the General Court be re- 
quired, by law, to have some permanent interest 
in the welfare of the inhabitants, and to reside.in 
the Territory: that additional and more equita- 
ble provisions be made in favor. of claimants to 
lands in the Territory; and that the limits of the 
Territory may be more clearly defined; which 
were read, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the biti providiag for the government 
of the said Territory. 

The bill from the Senate “for the relief of 
Thomas O’Bannon,” was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

The bill from the Senate, “making further 
provision for the Corps of Engineers,” was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Wednesday next. 

Mr. MircuiLu presented a petition of Charies 
Whitlow, of the county and State of New York, 
nurseryman and botanical collector, praying for a 
special license to import into the United States 
all such seeds, grains, and growing plants, as he 
may deem necessary for the improvement of gar- 
dening, farming, science, or the arts; on condition 
of making a disclosure, for the benefit of the Uni- 
ted States, of an important discovery of a native 
vegetable, possessing, in the highest degree, the 
qualities for the preparation of cordage, thread, 
and linen cloth.—Referred to the Committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, made a report on the memorial of 
the Legislative Council and House of Represent- 
atives of the Indiana Territory, referred the Sth 
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On motion of Mr. Arcuer, the Committee of 

Commerce and Manufactures were instructed to 
| inquire into the expediency of extending the dis- 
trict of Havre-de-Grace, in the State of Mary- 
land, so as to include Spes-Utie Island, the North- 
ern shore of Elk river, the Eastern shore of Bush 
river, Susquehanna, and N «rtheast rivers, and all 
the waters and shores of the Chesapeake Bay 
above the mouth of Bush river, on the Western 
shore, and above the mouth of Elk river on the 
Eastern shore of said bay. 


APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill “ for the 
apportionment of Representatives among the sev- 
eral States, according to the third enumeration.” 

Mr. Newton moved that the bill be recommit- 
ted toa Committee of the Whole House.—Neg- 
atived—ayes 57, noes 60. 

Mr. Catuown said: Before the bill had gone to 
the Senate, it excited but very little interest with 
me. All that I had heard Soar gentlemen on 
every side, convinced me that it was.a squabble 
among the several States whieh should bear the 
loss of large fractions, rather than a serious divi- 
sion on principle, of one ratio in. preference to 
another. Were I governed alone by fractions | 
should not rise this day, nor oppose a concurrence 
with the Senate, from the pride of opinion; {or 
the ratio which. the Senate have fixed, is in ac- 
cordance with my vote on the original bill, al- 
though thirty-seven thousand would leave my 
State witha less fraction unrepresented than thir- 
ty-five thousand: but fractions are not my object. 
1 am not here to represent my own State alone. 
I renounce the idea. And I will show, by my 
vote, that I contend for the interests of the whole 
people of thiscommunity. The present question, 
on concurring in the amendment of the Senate, 
seemed to be totally different, and much more 
important than the originalone. As it now stands 
itis a case of disagreement between the two Houses. 
and the contest 1s, which shall recede. A contest 
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of this kind (on the census bill) was one of the 
most serious consequences to the House. The 
Senate, by persistance, must force this body either 
to adopt their ratio, or, if that cannot be effected, 
even annihilate this branch ofthe Legislature. I 
consider this a case of omission in our excellent 
Constitution—one of that kind which must take 
place, perhaps, in all free constitutions, however 
formed ; but particularly in one like ours, formed 
by the foresight of wisdom, and not by slow and 
successive experience. That it is a case of omis- 
sion and not foreseen, may be inferred from several 
parts of the Constitution itself. The Constitution 
makes this House the sole judge of the qualifica- 
tions and returns of its own members. This is 
supposed to vest the power so exclusively in us, 
that a few days since, in a debate on the contested 
election from Virginia, it was contended with 
much force of argument, that any law on this 
subject, asthe Senate must participate in it, would 
be unconstitutional. What is the reason? A 
spirit of jealousy ; a manifest intention to preserve 
this House from the influence of the other; and 
to prevent the latter from having any control in 
the interior management of this. If such caution 
was necessary in this particular, where the cases 
must, almost necessagily, be few, and often not 
important, how much more so ina question of 
ratio, in which that body may add to or subtract 
hundreds from this—may force such a ratio on 
this, as is favorable to the federative principle, 
and assimilate it to the other in its’ formation, it 
may entirely annihilate this House. Again, it is 
the theory of our Government, and was the favor- 
ite idea of all our politicians, at the time of its 
formation, that liberty’can only exist in a divi- 
sion of the sovereign power; and that such divi- 
sion could only be permanent where each of the 
parts had within itself the means of protection. 
On this principle, the Executive and Judiciary 
were detached from the Legislature, and this last 
divided into two branches. Each of these De- 
partments has the means of self-preservation. The 
first has its qualified veto and its patronage; the 
Judiciary its independence—and each House a 
veto on the proceedings of the other. 

Ia the ordinary course of legislation, this fur- 
nished ample security. Far different on the 
census bill. Here the whole is inverted. The 
vote of the Senate is no longer the means of pro- 
tection to itself, but becomes a fatal means of as- 
sailing this House; it is no more a shield of de- 
fence, but a weapon of attack; and when they 
use it, by withholding their assent, we are ani- 
hilated. This great anomaly could not have been 
foreseen ; it must be considered as an omission. 
What remedy dol propose? Prevent the Senate 
from participating in a census bill ? By no means; 
it would be unconstitutional ; because there is no 
clause to that effect. I propose a means in strict 
unison with the Constitution, and furnished by 
itself. It has in this instance withheld from us 


the shield, but has pointed to its spirit. Let us 


act with a fixed determination; and not accede 
to the amendment of the Senate. That body, 
unaided by precedent, and opposed by the spirit 
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of the Constitution, must recede. Let us follow 
the example of the House of Commons in Eng- 
land in relation to money bills, and the same ef- 
fect will follow—but by no means reverse that 
example. 

The. Senate, strengthened by precedent, will 
hereafter control us completely. On this ground 
they have naturally a greater capacity for strug- 
gling than we. Unless we insist in the first in- 
stance, we must ever hereafter be overpowered. 
What inducement can gentlemen have, to make 
the surrender at this time? None can be weaker, 
than because some of the States have, by the ra- 
tio inserted in the Senate, small fractions, and 
one section of the Union has by it comparatively 
gained. Will gentlemen for this inconsiderable 
gain make so great a sacrifice? Particularly those 
from large States, who are the greatest gainers 
by fractions, For this paltry gain, more apparent 
than real, which can last but for ten years, they 
surrender a principle of the most vital importance 
to them. They will enable the Senate in time 
to reduce them almost to the same terms of equal- 
ity on this floor with the small States, as they are 
in the other House. Let it not be said, the Sen- 
ate will always exercise this power with discre- 
tion.. It is the part of political wisdom not to 
trust when it can make secure, and in a case of 
such vital importance, it will not confide in the 
strongest probabilities. Faith is an article of re- 
ligion, but not of politics. But, sir, if any section 
or State of this Union gained ever so much, I 
know not how it could justify this abandonment 
of principle. Whoare we? _ The representatives 
of the nation; of individual rights; the trustees 
for the time being of that mass of power which 
is invested in the hands of the Legislature for the 
protection of those rights. How then can we 
make a surrender consistent with the principle, 
with honor or with conscience, of those important 
rights so sacredly trusted to our keeping? Mr. 
Speaker, I wish the task of defending this im- 
portant point had fallen to abler hands. I feel 
all that embarrassment which a young man, not 
| much accustomed to speaking, must necessarily 
| experience the first tine, before such an audience, 

and in a place so trying to the Voice as this hall. 
[ shall be happy, if in the midst of my embarrass- 
ments, I have been intelligible, and bave expressed 
myself with sufficient caution, on so delicate a 


ae 


that the great principle of compromise on whick 
he had heretofore voted (which was, that the 
present representation of the people of any State 
might not be diminished) was abandoned, and 
that, in place thereof, local, partial, and State in- 
terests were substituted, he now, also, would turn 
| his attention to objects of the same nature... He 
| Was the more influenced to do this, because the 
| principle of compromise was not only abandoned, 
| but abandoned in a manner highly injurious to 

the people of Tennessee, one of whose representa- 
tives he had the honor tobe. If the ratio of thirty- 
seven thousand had been adhered to, he might 
have been silent; but, as that ratio is proposed. by 


oint. 
| Mr. Ruea said that, being induced to believe 
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the amendment offered by the Senate, to be no 
more, and, as the ratio proposed is only one thou- 
sand more than the fraction which on that ratio 
will remain to Tennessee, his duty called on him 
to protest against this procedure. 

will vote, said Mr. R., against concurring with 
the amendment made by the Senate, which pro- 
poses a ratio of thirty-five thousand. And, if that 
vote was to be spoken, with my last breath, it 
should be cheerfully tendered, not only because 
the amendment, if agreed to, will operate injuri- 
ously and unjustly in relation to Tennessee, but, 
also, by reason that, if agreed to, it will, in my 
humble opinion, go to fix a principle which, at no 
very distant period, may shake the foundation of 
sovereignties. Far be it from me to derogate 
from the constituted powers. of the Senate of the 
United States, but it may, with all due respect, 
be observed, that a ratio of apportionment made 
by the House of Representatives of the sovereign 
people, and by the commanding majority of 102 
to 18 in that House, merits a considerable degree 
of confidence from the Senate, and, if touched 
by that honorable House, ought not to be touched 
nor broken down unless for reasons of an imperi- 
ous nature. The ratio fixed in the bill was a 
ratio of compromise, that, thereby, the present 
representation of the people in any State might 
not be diminished. When that ratio was fixed 
in the bill, fractions were Jittle attended to; but 
it now appears that the avoiding of fractions 
has taken the place of that magnanimous princi- 
ple, and crept in to disturb that social and friendly 
union, which is the basis of the sovereignty of 
these United States. 

The offered amendment, then, reduces the ratio 
to thirty-five thousand. The operation of that 
ratio on all the other States, except by way of 
comparison, will be omitted, and its operation by 
fractiou on the State of Tennessee, only, exam- 
ined. By a ratio of thirty-five thousand, there 
will remain to Tennessee a fraction of thirty- 
three thousand nine hundred and thirteen; only 
one thousand and eighty-seven less than the pro- 
posed ratio of this amendment for a representa- 
tive. Itappears that, ata ratio of thirty-five thou- 
sand, the four great States of the Union—that is: 
New York will have a fraction of 8,043; Virginia 
12,616 ; Pennsylvania 4,773 ; and Massachusetts 
740. The aggregate of all these fractions is 
about 26,172. The fractions remaining to the 
States of New Hampshire and Delaware amount 
to about 5,464, which, being added to the amount 
of the fractions of the four great States, makes 
an aggregate of about 31,636. Hence, it is man- 
ifest that on a ratio of 35,000, a fraction will re- 
main to Tennessee, which is greater than the 
aggregate of the fractions of the States alluded 
to. No imperious reason appears, producing this 
effect, and commanding a descending ratio, to a 
point within the number 1,160, giving to the peo- 
ple of Tennessee another representative. If the 
ratio in the properes amendment be agreed to, 
the people of the States already named, will 
have more than one hundred representatives, with 
an aggregate of remaining fractions of about 
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31,336; and the people of the State of Tennes- 
see will have six representatives, with a remain. 
ing fraction of nearly thirty-four thousand. [f 
the object of the amendment be to reduce great 
fractions, a ratio of 34,800, would have done 
away the great fraction of Tennessee, and the 
neople of that State would then have had seven 
representatives, If, then, the ratio must be re. 
duced from 37.000, it is hoped it will be reduced 
to a number which will remove this great frac. 
tion, so that the people of Tennessee :hall have 
seven representatives, 

Mr. Fisx.—Mr. Speaker, [ have the honor to 
represent, in part, a small State, which feels deep. 
ly interested in the present question ; it is, there- 
fore, with pleasure, f hear the rights and interests 
of the small States advocated. Iam decidedly 
in favor of concurring with the amendment of 
the Senate, and, in support of it, shall endeavor 
to prove that the ratio proposed. by the Senate 
will doless injustice and give a more equal rep- 
resentation to the States than that fixed on by 
this House. By the ratio of 37,000, agreed on by 
the House, Delaware and Vermont, having a pop- 
ulation of only 288,899, will have a fraction of 
66,899, almost equal to the one-fourth of their 
whole number, and will deprive Delaware of the 
one-half of her representation, and Vermont of 
the one-sixth. By the ratio of 35,000, proposed 
by the Senate, Vermont and Delaware each gain 
one representative, while Kentucky, Tennessee, 
New Jersey, and Ohio, with a population of 
1,090,084, will be left with a fraction of 100,084, 
only equal to about the one-eleventh of their 
whole number. With these facts before us, I can- 
not understand by what rule of justice the gen- 
tlemen last up from Kentucky, omens and 
New Jersey, could advocate the interests of the 
small States, vote for the ratio agreed to by the 
House, leaving such monstrous fractions to the 
States of Delaware and Vermont, and now call 
on us to join them in rejecting the amendment 
of the Senate, because of the fractions it leaves in 
their States, when these fractions are, to their 
whole numbers, comparatively nothing with those 
left to Delaware and Vermont by the ratio they 
voted for. No number can be fixed on as the ra- 
tio but what will leave fractions in some of the 
States. It is but justice, therefore, that we should 
adopt the Constitutional number which will leave 
the least fractions, and those on the greatest pop- 
ulation. 

It is proper to mention, that, by the last ratio, 
Tennessee had a very small fraction, and Ver- 
mont a large one; by this ratio, Vermont will 
have a small one, and that of Tennessee will be 
larger : ‘thus, by the change, the loss will be equal- 
ized. An objection has been urged against the 
amendment, on the ground of its increasing the 
representation in this House. This has no weight 
in my mind. This ratio will not give this House 
more members than are to be found in the Legis- 


latures of many of the small States, where busi- 


ness is transacted with great facility and correct- 
ness. I think a numerous representation conform- 
able to sound republican principles. 
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Against the doctrines advanced yesterday, by 
the gentleman from South Carolina, I beg leave 
to enter my most solemn protest. In these mo- 
ments of danger from abroad, I am not for declar- 
ing war against the Senate—a foreign enemy may 
soon render a declaration of war both necessary 
and honorable. The best way of supporting the 
Constitution, is by acknowledging its principles, 
and moving within the orbit it has prescribed for 
us. The framers of the Constitution, for good 
reasons, no doubt, in the distribution of power to 
the several branches of our Government, saw fit 
to give the Senate a participation in the power of 
fixing the ratio for the representation in this House; 
and it is not competent for us, as legislators, to 
question the wisdom of this provision. Very little 
light can be thrown on this subject by precedents 
drawn from the proceedings of the English Par- 
liament; they are the supreme power ; their acts 
make both the constitution and the law of the 
country. Notso here. The Constitution is the 
supreme law and rule to direct our legislative 
actions. This supreme law, this Constitution, 
has vested the Senate with the same power, and 
imposed on them the same obligation of exercis- 
ing a sound discretion in legislating on the sub- 
ject before us that itehas to this House. They 
have the same interests in common with us all, 
em have solemnly sworn faithfully and impar- 
tially to discharge the trust reposed in them, and 
they would be unworthy their station if they did 
not do it independently. 

Mr. Wricut.—Mr. Speaker, I hope the House 
will proceed to decide on the merits of the 
amendment proposed bythe Senate. I,,for my 
part, am prepared to vote for it, although it comes 
in the inauspicious shape of an amendment from 
that body, so exceptionable in the opinion of the 
honorable gentleman trom South Carolina (Mr. 
Ca.tuowun.) I feel no fears of the Senate’s sub- 
verting the Government while they have a com- 
mon interest init. I certainly, when a member 
of that body, was not less attached to the best 
interest of my country than I now am, although 
now directly elected by the sovereign people. 

The Constitution has wisely provided an equal 
representation in the Senate to prevent the small 
States from being injured by the overwhelming 
majority of the large States, and this appears to 
me to be one of the cases in which the Senate 
correctly have interfered, for that purpose, and 
while they revolve on their own axis, and within 
their own Constitutional orbit, I shall always re- 
spect them as a valuable organ of the legislative 
will of the nation, 

_ Sir, let us examine the case. The ‘Constitu- 
tion declares that “ Representatives and direct 
taxes shall be apportioned among the several 
States which may be included within this Union 
according to their respective numbers.” We find 
that Delaware, for twenty years, has had a frac- 
tion of 30,000 unrepresented, and we know she 
was directly taxed in the same manner that all 
the States were, without respect to that fraction, 
although nearly equal to one-half her whole 
number; and now, again, by fixing on 37,000 in- 
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| stead of the 35,000 proposed by the Senate, she 


is to be taxed for ten years more on 34,004 un- 
represented. We know that, in this body, her 
feeble voice could not be heard, however just her 
claims, or honest her pretensions; but, in the 
Senate, they have been heard and respected ; and 
I trust will now prevail. The gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. McKee) seems to feel very much 
for New Jersey, which has a fraction of 31,222, 
at 35,000; but his sensations do not extend them- 
selves to Delaware, which, for twenty years has 
had a fraction of 30,000, and at 37,000, will, for 
ten — more, have a fraction of 34,004. The 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Ruta) seems 
also to be much alive to the interest of Tennes- 
see; she has a fraction of 33,913; he has said 
that, if any State had such a fraction imposed on 
her, he should deem it unjust to impose it, and 
would oppose it. If he will examine, he will see 
that Delaware has a fraction of 34,004, and there- 
fore he stands committed to oppose it. Georgia 
and Massachusetts both have larger fractions 
than Tennessee. 

Sir, this question ought to be decided so that 
the Constitution might be as nearly gratified as 
possible, by adopting the number that will leave 
the smallest fraction upon the whole. If gentle- 
meu will examine the document upon the subject, 
they will find, at 35,000, the unrepresented frac- 
tions amount to 249,460; that, at 37,000, the un- 
represented fractions amount to 302,262, making 
a difference of 52,802 in favor of 35,000; so that, 
on taking into view the interest of all, without 
respect to particular sections of the Union, there 
are 52,802 in favor of the proposition of the Sen- 
ate, which, on principle, ought to be preferred. 

But we are told that, by fixing on 35,000, the 
Southern and Western sections of the Union suf- 
fer greatly. I have examined that subject, and 
find that the Southern and Western States, in- 
cluding Maryland, have fractions of 85,764 more 
than the States to the eastward of Maryland; 
but I also find, that on examining the fractions of 
the same sections at the ratio of 37,000, that the 
Eastern division of the Union have fractions of 
121,448 more than the Southern and Western 
sections, leaving a balance of 35,784 more against 
the Eastern section at 37,000 than is against the 
Southern and Western sections at 35.000 ; so that 
the sectional fraction is less at 35,000, as well as 
the aggregate fraction ; therefore, in justice, the 
number 35,000 ought to prevail. 

Mr. Guouson.—When this subject was first 
before the House, a ratio of representation was 
adopted, which seemed to be the result of prin- 
ciple, and which appeared also to have been in- 
dicated by the federal numbers of some of the 
small States. The principle assumed had refer- 
ence partly to the small States, and partly to the 
number of this branch of the Legislature, and 
accordingly, the highest ratio which would not 

reduce the present representation of any State 
was selected by a very Ieege majority. The ratio 
taken was one member for 37,000, and this ratio 
grew not out of fractional calculations, but out 
of aspirit of magnanimity and conciliation. The 
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Virginia delegation, I believe, would most of us 
have preferred 40,000 to a member, but we took 
37,000, to prevent what Rhode Island-and Con- 
necticut alleged would have been injustice to 
them, namely, a reduction of their numbers in 
this body. 

For this act of conciliation, how, sir, have we 
been requited by the small States? They have 
united in vejoetog the ratio of 37,000, and in 
taking a smaller one, which throws almost all the 
large fractions on the southern part of the Union. 
lam very far from ascribing any incorrect inten- 
tion to any one. I would not, in the slightest 
degree, insinuate that it was the intention of the 
Senate, or that it is now within the view of this 
House to do injustice to any section of this Con- 
federacy. Yet, from the enactment of this bill, 
as amended by the Senate, the most obvious and 
manifest injustice would accrue to almost the 
entire southern portion of the Union. This will 
appear from a superficial view of the results 
arising from the ratio of 35,000, which has been 
substituted by the Senate. 

The nine. States. to the north and eastward of 
Maryland contain the federal number of 3,546,848, 
and then their aggregate fractions or remainders 
amount to 81,864. The eight Southern States, 
inclusive of Maryland, comprise the federal num. 
ber (deducting for the slaves) of 3,037,412. Thus 
three and a half millions in the North have about 
eighty thousand unrepresented, while only about 
3,000,000 in the South have near one hundred 
and seventy thousand unrepresented. The dis- 
proportion is enormous. If the Northern States 
have 81,000 of remainders, the Southern States, 
according to the law of proportion, should have 
69,000. - But they have in fact 167,000, from 
which, if you deduct the rightful roportion of 
69,000, it will be evident that they ion an over 
proportion of unrepresented remainders, amount- 
ing to 98,000. By adopting the Senate’s amend- 
ment, the Eastern States, moreover, gain nine 
Representatives, and the Southern States two 
only. The ratio of 35,000 is therefore peculiarly 
unequal in its operation, and consequently unjust. 

If, Mr. Speakée, the principles which at first 
guided us upon this subject are now to be de- 
serted, all that I ask is equality. It was a few 
days ago remarked. by a venerable gentleman 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Macon,) that at last 


an additional unrepresented remainder of 52,000 
than that the Southern country alone shoul; 
have a disproportionate unrepresented remainde; 
of 98,0007 It is certainly better that the whole 
should yield fifty than one-half near an hundred. 


Geographical comparisons and local distinc. 
tions are at all times, sir, repugnant to my fee!. 
ings. TI avoid them whenever it is in my power, 
But Ihave been driven into the remarks whici, 
{ have made by the course this business and the 
debate upon it have taken. And Iam sorry that 
I am under the necessity of still trespassing for 
a moment on the attention of the House while | 
answer some observations of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Smiiz.) If I understood 
the gentleman, he said the secret was, that the 
Southern people wanted the preponderance, |; 
it meant, sir, to.convey, by these expressions, an 
insinuation that there are Southern men on thi: 
floor who act in a secret, clandestine way ? Wh 
profess one motive and act from another ? What. 
ever may be intended, the observation is unmer. 
ited, and I repel it. I will: not, for a moment. 
allow myself to believe that there is any man in 
this Assembly who would be capable of such 
conduct. 

I regret, Mr. Speaker that the gentleman has 
thought it necessary on this occasion to call over 
the roll of appointments that have been conferred 
on particular States, and that he has entered into 
a comparison of the favors received by Virginia 
and Pennsylvania in this respeet. Tropies of thi 
sort are extremely painful to me, and invidiou: 
in themselves. Without, therefore, entering my- 
self at all on the subject, I will only observe, that 
if, in fact, from Virginia there have been more 
high federal officers than from Pennsylvania, | 
will leave it entirely to the gentleman from thai 
State to calculate the causes of it. 


After considerable further debate the question 
that the House do concur with the Senate in their 
first amendment, to wit: to strike out the words 
“ thirty-seven,” before the word “ thousand,” and 
insert “thirty-five,” being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative—yeas 65, nays 64. 


Those who voted in the affirmative, are— 


William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, Daniel Ave- 
ry, Ezekiel Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, Abijah Bigelow, 
Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, Elijah Brigham, 
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he expected this matter would resolve itself into 
pen and ink calculation. Although I reposed 
much in the discernment of that gentleman, I 
then hoped: his prediction would not be fulfilled. 
I, however, now begin. to discover strong indica. 
tions that it is to be verified. If so, let this affair 
be referred for an arithmetical estimate. Let the 
calculations be only made with tolerable accu- 
racy, and I am content. 

The gentleman from Maryland has declared 
his object to be the reduetion of the aggregate 
fraction, and he therefore takes the smallest ra- 
tio, The entire fraction at 37,000 is 52.000 greater 
than at 35,000. Waiving all other objections to 
the gentleman’s reasoning, I would ask him if it 
is not better that the whole nation should have 


Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Thomas 
B. Cooke, John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, Samuel 


Dinsmore, William Ely, James Emott, William Find | 
ley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles | 


Goldsborough, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed 
Hall, John A. ae John M. Hyneman, Richard 
Jackson, jr., Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Robert Le 
Roy Livingston, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, 
James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, William Paulding, jr., William Piper, Timothy 
Pitkin, junior, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha 
R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. 
Ridgely, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 
Seaver, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, 
Silas Stow, William Strong, Lewis B. Sturges, George 
Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg 
Tallman, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jr., Pierre Van 
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Cortlandt, jr, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Wil- 
liam Widgery, and Robert Wright. 
Those who voted in the negative are— 


Willis Alston, jr. John Baker, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Thom- 
as Blount, James Breckenridge, Robert Brown, Wil- 
liam A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, 
Langdon Cheves, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, Wil- 
liam Crawford, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias 
Earle, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, Aylett Hawes, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, 
William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, 
Joseph Lewis, junior., Peter Little, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, 
Samuel McKee, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, 
Stephen Ormsby,’ Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, 
James Pleasants, jr, John Randolph, Samuel Ring- 
gold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, John 
Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, John Talia- 
ferro, George M. Troup, Robert Whitehill, David R. 
Williams, Thomas Wilson, and Richard Winn. 


The other amendments of the Senate to the 
bill being governed by the first amendment, were, 
consequently, disagreed to. 

It was then ordered, on motion of Mr. Ran- 
DOLPH, that a conference be held with the Senate 
on the subject-matter of the said amendments ; 
and Mr. Ranpvotens, Mr. Lacock, and Mr. Con- 
DIT, Were appointed managers at the said confer- 
ence on the part of this House. 











Fripay, December 6. 


Mr. Emorr presented a petition of Harrison 

and Lewis, of the city of New York, merchants, 
raying permission to import from the British 

est India islands, goods to the amount of debts 
owing to them by certaia inhabitants in said 
islands.—Referred to the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, 

Mr. Smitie presented a memorial of the Pres- 
dent and Managers of the Union Canal Com- 
pany of Pennsylvania, prayiog the aid and pat- 
ronage of the General Government in accom- 
plishing the extensive and useful works in which 
they are engaged ; which was read, and referred 
to a select committee. 

Messrs, Smitiz, Ripcery, Rinceoup, Baker, 
and BLeecker, were appointed the committee. 

A message from the Senate informed the 
House that the Senate insist on their amend- 
ments, disagreed to by this House, to the bill “ for 
the anprrmpeas of Representatives among the 
several States according to the third enumera- 
tion ;” agree to the proposed conference, and have 
appointed managers on their part at the same. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, to which 
Committee of the Whole was committed the re- 
port of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
made some days ago. 

The report having been read— 
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Mr, Porter said that the House were probably 


expecting from the Committee of Foreiga Rela- 
tions some explanations of their views in report- 
ing the resolutions now under consideration, ia 
addition to the general exposition of them con- 
tained in the report itself. The committee them- 
selves felt that such explanations were due, inas- 
much as they had only reported in part, and had 
intimated their intention to follow up these reso- 
lutions, should they be adopted, by the recom- 
mendation of ulterior measures. 


The committee, Mr. P. said, after examining 


the various documents accompanying the Presi- 
dent’s Message, were satisfied, as he presumed 
every member of the House was, that all hopes of 
accommodating our differences with Great Britain 
by negotiation must be abandoned. 
looked at the correspondence between the two 
Governments; when they observed the miserable 
shifts and evasions (for they were entitled to no 
better appellation) to which Great Britain resorted 
to excuse the violations of our maritime rights, it 


When they 


was impossible not to perceive that her conduct 


towards us was not regulated even by her own 
sense of justice, but solely by a regard to the 


probable extent of our forbearance, The last six 
years had been marked by a series of progressive 
encroachments on our rights; and the principles 
by which she publicly upheld her aggressions, 
were as mutable as her conduct. We had seen 
her one year advancing doctrines, which the 
year before she had reprobated. We had seen 
her one day capturing our vessels under pretexts, 
which on the preceding day she would have been 
ashamed or afraid to avow. Indeed, said Mr. P.. 
she seems to have been constantly and carefully 
feeling our pulse, to ascertain what potions we 
would bear; and if we go on submitting to one 
indignity after another, it will not be long before 
we shall see British subjects, not only taking our 
property in our harbors, but trampling on our 
persons in the streets of our cities. 

Haviog become convinced that all hopes from 
further negotiation were idle, the committee, Mr. 
P. said, were led. to the consideration of another 
question, which was— whether the maritime rights 
which Great Britain is violating were such as we 
ought to support at the hazard and expense of a 
war? And he believed he was correct in stating 
that the committee was unanimously of the opin- 
ion that they were. The committee thought that 
the Orders in Council, so far as they go to inter- 
rupt our direct trade, that is, the carrying of the 
productions of this country to a market in the 
ports of friendly nations, aud returning with the 
proceeds of them—ought to be resisted by war. 
How far we ought to go in support of what is 
commonly ealled the carrying trade, although 
the question was agitated in the committee, no 
definitive opinion was expressed. It was not 
deemed. necessary, at this time, to express such 
an opinion, inasmuch as the injury we sustain by 
the inhibition of this trade is merged in, the 
greater one to our.direct trade. 

The Orders in Council, Mr. P. said, of which 
there seemed now to be no prospect of a speedy 
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repeal—certainly none during the continuance of 
the present war—authorized the capture of our 
vessels bound to and from ports where British 
commerce is not favorably reeeived; and as that 
nation is at war with most of the. civilized world, 
the effect was (as he understood from those who 
had much better information on the subject than 
he could pretend to) to, cut up, at once, about 
three-fourths of our best and most profitable com- 
merce. It was impossible that the mercantile or 
agricultural interests of the United States, which 
on the-question of a right to the direct trade could 
never be separated, could submit to such imposi- 
tions. It was his opinion, that going upon the 

round of a mere pecuniary calculation, a calcu- 
ation of profits and loss, it would be for our in- 
terest to go to waf to remove the Orders in 
Council, rather than submit to them, even during 
the term of their probable continuance. 

But there was another point of view in which 
the subject presented itself to the committee. and 
that was as regarded the character of the country. 
We were a young nation,and he hoped we cher- 
ished-a little pride and spirit, as well as a great 
deal of justice and moderation. Our situation 
was not unlike that of a young man just entering 
into life, and who, if he tamely submitted to one 
cool, deliberate, intentional indignity, might safely 
calculate to be kicked and cuffed for the whole of 
the remainder of his life; or, if he should after- 
wards undertake to retrieve his character, must 
do it at ten times the expensé which it would 
have cost him at first to support it. Weshould 
clearly understand and define those rights which 
as a nation we ought to support, and we should 
support them at every hazard. If there be any 
such thing as rights between nations surely the 
people of the United States, occupying the half 
of a continent, have a right to navigate the seas, 
without being molested by the inhabitants of the 
little island of Great Britain. 

It was under these views of the subject that 
the committee did not hesitate to give it as their 
opinion that we ought to go to war in opposition 
to the Orders in Council. But as to the extent 
of the war and the time when it should be com- 
menced, thére would of course be some diversity 
of sentiment in the House, as there was, at first, 
in the committee. 

That we can contend with Great Britain openly 
and even handed on the element where she in- 
jures us, it would be folly to pretend. Were it 
even in our power to build a navy which should 
be able to cope with her, no man who has any 
regard for the happiness of the people of this 
country would venture to advise such a measure. 
‘All the fame and glory which the British navy 

~ has acquired at sea, have been dearly paid for in 
the sufferings and misery of that ill-fated people 
at home—sufferings occasioned in a great mea- 
sure by the expense of that stupendous establish- 
ment. But without such a navy the United 
States could make a serious impression upon 
Great Britain, even at sea. We could have, with- 
in six months after a declaration of war, hundreds 
of privateers in every part of the ocean. We 
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could harass, if not destroy, the vast and profit. 
able commerce which she is constantly carrying 
on to every part of this continent. We eould 
destroy her fisheries to the north; we could dep. 
redate upon her commerce to the West India 
islands, which is passing by our doors; we could 
annoy her trade along the coast of South America. 
we could even carry the war to her own shore. 
in Europe. But, Mr. P. said, there was anothe; 
point where we could attack her, and where she 
would feel our power still more sensibly. We 
could deprive her of her extensive provinces lying 
along our borders tothe north. These provinces 
were not only immensely valuable in themselves. 
but almost indispensable to the existence of Great 
Britain, cut off as she now is in a great measure 
from the north of Europe. He had been credibly 
informed that the exports from Quebec alone 
amounted, during the last year, to near six mil- 
lions of dollars, and most of these too in articles 
of the first necessity—in ship timber and in pro- 
visions for the support of her fleets and armies, 
By carrying on such a war as he had described, 
at the public expense, on land, and by individual 
enterprise at sea, we should be able in a short 
time to remunerate ourselves tenfold for all the 
spoliations she had committed on our commerce. 

It was with a view to make preparations {or 
such a war, that the committee had offered the 
resolutions on the table. Whether the means 
recommended were adequate to the object, or 
whether they were best adapied to the end, it 
would be for the House, when they came to dis. 
cuss them separately, todetermine. For himself, 
Mr. P. said, and he presumed such were the feel- 
ings of all the members of the cOmmittee, he 
should have no objections to any modifications 
of them which might be agreeable to the House, 
so that the great object was still retained. If these 
resolutions, or any other similar to them in ob- 
ject. should pass; it was then the intention of the 
committee, as soon as the fortes contemplated 
to be raised should be in any tolerable state of 
preparation, to recommend. the employment of 
them for the purposes for which they shall have 
been raised, unless Great Britain shall, in the 
mean time, have done us’ justice. In short, it 
was the determination of the committee to re- 
commend open and decided war—a war as vigor 
ous and effective as the tesources of the country 
and the relative ‘situation of ourselves and our 
enemy woald enable us to prosecute. 

The committee, Mr. P. said, have not recom- 
mended this course of measures without a full 
sense of the high responsibility which they have 
taken upon themselves. They are aware thal 
war, even in its best and fairest form, is an evil 
deeply to be deprecated. But it is sometimes, 
and on few occasions perhaps more than on tliis, 
a necessary evil. For myself, I confess I have 
approached the subject not only with diffidence, 
but with awe. But I will never shrink from my 
duty because it is arduous or unpleasant; and | 
can most religiously declare that I never acted 
under stronger or clearer convictions of duty thaa 
I do now in recommending these preparatory 
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measures; or. than'I shall ultimately in recom- 
mending war, in case Great Britain shall not have 
rescinded her Orders in Council, and 1aade some 
satisfactory arrangements. in respect. to the im- 
pressment of ourseamen. If there should be any 
gentlemen in the House who were not satisfied 
that we ought to go to war for our maritime 
rights, Mr. P. earnestly entreated that they would 
not vote for the resolutions. Do not, said he, let 
us raise armies, unless we intend to employ them. 
If we do net mean to support the rights and honor 
of the country, let us:not drain it of its resources. 


Mr. P. said he. was aware that there were many 
gentlemen in the House who were dissatisfied 
that the committee had not gone further, and 
recommended an immediate declaration of war, 
or the adoption of some measure which would 
have instantly precipitated us into it. But he 
confessed such was not his opinion. He had no 
idea of plunging ourselves headlong into a war 
with a powerful nation, or even a respectable 
province, when we had not three regiments of 
men to spare*for that service. He hoped that we 
should not be influenced by the howlings of news- 
papers, nor by a fear that the spirit of the Twelfth 
Congress would be questioned, to abandon the 
plainest dictates of common sense and common 
diseretion. He wassensiblethat there were many 


best friends in it, whose appetites were prepared 


for a war feast. He-was not surprised at it, for 


_ he knew the provoecatives had been sufficiently 


- great. 


But he hoped they would not insist on 


' calling inf the guests, at least, until the table 
_ should have been spread. Whew this was done, 
_ he pledged himself, in behalf of the Committee of 

Foreign Relations, that the gentlemen should not 


good men out of Congress, as well: as many of his 


be disappointed of the entertainment for want of | 
bidding ; and he believed he might. also pledge 
himself for many of the members of the com- 
mittee, that they would not be among the last 
10 partake personally, not only io the pleasures, 


_ if any there should be, but in all the dangers of 


the revelry. 
Mr. P. said that this was the time and occasion 


- on which, above all others, within his experience, 


we should act in concert. If the ultimate object 
of the great body of this House and of this nation 
was the same, and so far as he had been able to 
ascertain the sentiments of both, it was—there 
would be no difficulty in attaining it. But we 
must yield something to the opinions, and to the 
feelings of each other. Instead of indulging in 
party reflections and recriminations in this Hodes, 
he hoped that the whole of the House and of the 
Union would form but one party and consider a 
foreign nation as the other. 


Mr. P. said he had risen merely for the purpose 
of explaining to the Housé the opinions and views 
of the committee in relation to the resolutions 
now to be discussed, and he should be satisfied if 
he had been so fortunate as to succeed. 


The questiqn was then taken on the first reso- 


lution for filling the ranks of the present army, 
&c., and carried. 
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The second resolution for raising ten thousand 
regulars being under consideration— 

Mr. LirrLe moved ta strikevout ten thousand 
and insert fifteen thousand. 

Mr. Fisk moved to insert thirty thousand. 

Mr. Aston wished to leave the number sub- 
ject to the discretion of the President, not ex- 
ceeding fifty thousand men. If the number was 
fixed, the President must appoint officers, whe- 
ther the men were raised or not. 

The question was taken on striking out the 
nunrber ten thousand, &c., and carried by a large 
majority. 

‘he question now being on the number which 
was to be inserted in lieu of it— 

Mr. Porter was in favor of a practicable num- 
ber of regulars, relying on volunteers for effective 
service as well as regulars. 

Mr. Littce spoke in support of his motion. 

Mr. Waricut spoke ia favor of a large number 
of ‘regulars. 

Mr.. Fisk spoke in favor of thirty thousand; 
he was desirous that our measures should be 
effectual. 

Mr. Lirtte spoke in favor of the House fixing 
the number, in preference to leaving it discre- 
tionary with the Executive. 

Mr. Nevson spoke in favor of the number re- 
ported by the committee. 

Mr. Seyser' spoke ia favor of thirty thousand 
men. He was desirous of acting efficiently if 
at all. 

Mr. Wricurt spoke in reply to Mr. Nexson, 
and in favor of regular troops in preference to 
volunteers. 

Mr. Smite thought ten thousand men would 
be a sufficient number, together with the volun- 
teers, for any object they might be wanted for. 

Mr. Porter proposed-that the number should 
remain blank, as it could be better fixed when the 
bill was brought in, in pursuance of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Netson spoke in reply to some observa- 
tions of, Mr. Waicurt on the relative importance 
of regulars and volunteers; and. Mr. Wricar 
rejoined. 

On the suggestion of Mr. D. R. Wi tiams, 
the motions to fill the blank created by striking 
out “ten thousand,” were withdrawn; and the 
resolution, thus varied, was agreed to. 

The 3d, 4th, and 5th resolutions, authorizing 
volunteers, militia, and equipment of our little 
navy, were agreed to by the Committee of the 
Whole. 

The sixth resolution, to permit our merchant 
vessels to arm in self-defence, against all unlaw- 
ful proceedings against them, being under con- 
sideration— 

Mr. McKee spoke agains? it, conceiving it at 
variance with the system comprised in the other 
resolutions. He had no idea of merely resisting; 
if attacked, he would retaliate. 

Mr. SMILIE supported the resolution, If we 
were not now in war, he said he verily believed 
we soon should be. 

Mr. Wricut took the same ground with Mr. 
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McKes, and moved to amend the resolution by | Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, William Strong, Devs 
adding thereto words. similar to the ‘following : | Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Pe. 
‘And if attacked by any vessel. contrary to the | leg Tallman, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. 
law of nations, to captureand bring them in for | Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Pierre’ Van Cortlandt, jr,, 
adjudication.” See Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams. 
Mr. Porter explained. ‘The proposed amend- | William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, Richard Winn, 
ment would make the. resolution an act of war, end Repent ere Elijah: Brigham, E 
which it was not the intention of the committee | ,. "Cha ya Tob *., lJ Tig Rid paphro- 
to declare in‘this report, or to commence until ditas hampion, John avenport, jt, ichard Jack. 
thee had wrevared for it . ; son, jr., Lyman Law,’ Elisha R. Potter, John Ran. 
Mr Wiieur’s spatiale iain oop Richard Stanford, Lewis B. Sturges,and Laban 
Mr. McKee said the parties had joined issue, spree 


deg uiiallas wine wale th; the case eleeuner Mr. Go_psporouan, after expressing his readi- 
to be decided by battle, PsA aor-by jtire. He, ness, should war be once determined and declare; 


Sedalia aaleae Sack Media f by the Administration, to go all lengths to sup- 
therefore, desired to retain the sinews Of OUr| or it, but wishing further time for reflection on 
strength, and moved an amendment contempla- 


ti 5 ne dai-ei d seola 1 so important a subject, made’a motion to ad. 
sa ae. rgo lor ninety days on vessels IM OUF | journ; which was carried, and the House ad- 
4 ° 





The motion was declared to be out of order. nts 
The sixth resolution was then agreéd to. iets D b 
The Committee rose and reported their agree- arunpay, December 7. 
ment to the resolution. Mr. PLEAsaNts presented a remonstrance and 
The House took up the report. petition of sundry inhabitants of St. Louis, in 


The question was put on the first resolution— the Territory of Louisiana, stating the many 1D- 
Mr. Ranvotps, wishing time, moved that the | juries and inconveniences. which would result 
report lje on the table—Motion lést—65 to 50, | frem a change in their form of government, and 
~ The question was then taken.on the first reso- praying that no alteration may be made in their 
lution, in the following words: said form of government.—Referred to the Com- 
“ Resolved, That the Military Establishment, as au- | mittee of the Whole on the bill providing for the 
thorized by the existing laws, ought to be immediately | government of the said Territory. 
completed by filling up the ranks, and prolonging the} Mr. Ruea presented a petition of sundry in- 
enlistment of the troops; and that to encourage en- | habitants of the Territory.of Louisiana, praying 
listments, a bounty in lands ought to be given in addi- | that the second grade of Territorial. governmen: 
tion to the pay and bounty now allowed by. law.” may be.extended to the said Territory. —Referred 
The following are the yeas and nays-on the | to the Committee of the Whole on the bill pro- 
question: i viding for the government of the said Territory. 
Yxas—Willis Alston,.jr., William Anderson, Ste-| Mr, Liy.e presented a petition of the Synod o! 


venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, John | Pjttsburg,in Penns eile 
Baker, David Bard, Josidh Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, eburg,in Pennsylvania, prayingthat the mail 


William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus |pe'Lony cece ne oh ee nial Post offices may n« 
Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Breek- | 14, ena idndenls he os oe F 
enridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William | 1 .,con to the House. SenerAet: BRE  repor' 
Butler, John ©. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Martin 0 B SO 808 f Mn T 

Chittenden, John Clopton, Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis A 0 ein of Mr. Tatimapnee, the Postmaster 

Condit, William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Daw- General was directed to lay before the House an 
‘son, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, William Ely, James | ©Stimate, in detail, of the expense which would 
Emott, William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Me- necessarily be incurred to repair the building 
shack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, which has been purchased by the Governmen: 
Charles Goldsborough, Péterson Goodwyn, Edwin |for the accommodation of the General Posi 
Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grandy, Bolling Hall, | Office and’ Patent Office, that the objects for 
Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob'| which said purchase ‘was made may be carried 
Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Jo- | into-effect. 

- geph Kent, Philip B. Key, William R. King, Abner! ‘ Mr. Jenninas, from the committee appointed 
Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr-, Peter Lit- | on the twenty-eighth ultimo, presented a bill tv 
tle, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, | authorize tlie election of Sheriffs in the Indiana 
Aaron. Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Territory. and for other purposes; which was 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, | read twice, and committed to ‘a Committee 0! 
Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, | +}, Whole tn Sitter next F 
James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, y ’ 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas New- 
bold, ae Newton, Stephen poms William Monpay, December 9. 
Paulding, jr-, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William 7 # 
‘Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jr., James Pleasants, jr., Ben- REMISSION OF DUTIES. 
jamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, | Merce and Manufactures, made an unfavorable 
John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Thom- | report on the petition of Taylor and Richards : 
as Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Sam- {which was concurred in. The report is as fol- 
uel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, | lows: 
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That the petitioners state, that Gustavus Upton, in 





Se —— 





From this view of the subject, the committee beg 


October, 1807, purchased, in France, sundry articles | leave to recommend the adoption of the following reso- 


of merchandise, which, in the month of February, 
1908, were shipped in the Cores, for New York, and 
the voyage commenced, but which was relanded in 
consequence of information received, that the British 
Government had issued orders for the capture of all 
American vesséls bound to.or from the ports of France. 
That ho safe opportunity offering for the conveyance 
of the merchandise to the United States, in December, 
1808, when one of the petitioners (Gustavus Upton) 
left France for Great Britain; hawing previously given 
instructions to Messrs. McCarthy and Brothers of Bor- 
deaux to ship the merchandise to the United States 


| directly, if a conveyance could be obtained; and, if 


not, to forward’ the same to England, whence, it was 


| supposed, the merchandise might be shipped to the 


United States, with ease and safety. The petitioners 
further state, that, on the 12th of April, 1809, a con- 
veyance was engaged for the said merchandise for 


| London, in the ship Yaug Fran Agena Sophia, of 
' Kniphausen. On the merchandise arriving in the port 


of London, liberty to land the same, for sale, was re- 


| fused, but granted to reship it for the United States ; 


which was done in June, 1809, on board the Rhadius, 
Captain Farly, for New York, and reached that port 
on the 18th of October, 1809, in contravention of 
the act of Congress, entitled “An act to interdict the 
commercial intercourse between the United States and 


. Great Britain and France, and their dependencies, and 


for other purposes,” passed the Ist of March, 1809. 
The petitioners further state, that, on the arrival of 
the said merchandise at New York,:they gave notice 
thereof to the collector, and that they had no intention 
of violating any law; that the merchandise, notwith- 
standing the fair and open procedure of the petition- 
ers, was taken into the custody of the revenue officers, 
and that, on a petition to the Seeretary of the Treas- 
ury, in conformity to the act, entitled ‘“‘An act to pro- 
vide for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures, pen- 
alties, and disabilities accruing in certain cases there- 
in mentioned,” he decided that the said merchandise 
should be delivered to the petitioners, on, their-pay- 
ment of costs, double duties on the articles imported 
contrary to law, and a sum equal to the extra duties 
imposed by this decision, for the use of the custom 
house officers at New York; with which decision 
the petitioners complied. They now pray the National 
Legislature that the sums of money which they have 
been made to pay, over and above the legal duties, 
may be refunded. 

The committee can see no great hardship in this 
case. ‘The merchandise seized was prohibited, and the 
whole importation, had a prosecution. been instituted, 
would have been condemned as an importation con- 
travening the provisions of the act, entitled “An act 
to interdict the commercial intercourse between -the 
United States and Great Britain and France and their 
dependencies, and for other. purposes,” passed the ‘Ist 
day of March, 1809. The petitioners-or shippers must 
have known that the merchandise was liable to seizure 
prior to the shipment of the same at London for the 
United States, the shipment having taken place more 
than three months subsequent to the. passage of the 
abovementioned act. 


So far from being liable-to the charge of rigor in the 
application of law to the petitioners’ case, the com- 
mittee are of opinion that the Secretary’of the Trea- 
sury exercised the powers with which he is by law in- 
vested, with great moderation. 


| lution : 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petition is unrea- 
sonable, and ‘ought not to be granted. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The House resumed the consideration of. the 
report of the Committee of Foreign Relations, 

The question being on the agreement to the 
second resolution, authorizing the raising an ad- 
ditional regular force— 


Mr. Grunpy, as a member of the committee 
stated his impression that this was the vital partof 
the report ; and although he had no desire to pro- 
long debate, invited those who were. opposed to 
the report now to come forward and state their 
objections to it. 

Mr. Ranvo.tpu said, he was an. old-fashioned 
politician. In the days of terror, we shrunk. at 
standing armies; and what is the object now— 
defence? Who? Freemen who would not de- 
fend themselves. He would ask, if seven millions 
of Americans were to be protected in their lives 
and liberties.by ten thousand vagabonds who were 
fit food for gunpowder ?_: It would be necessary to 
know the ulterior views of the committee on this 
point. It would be proper, before a vote was taken 
on this resolution, to know for what purpose these 
additional troops were wanted. The House ought 
not to commit itself on a question of such magni- 
tude without detailed information. He was as 
much opposed to raising standing armies now, as 
be had been in the reign of terror, He had seen 
too much of the corruptions attendant on these es- 
tablishments, in the course of the investigation in 
which he was engaged, not to disclaim all share in 
the creation of them. The people of the United 
States could defend themselves, if necessary, and 
had no idea of resting their defence on mercena- 
ries, picked up from brothels and tippling houses— 
pickpockets who have escaped from Newgate, &c., 
and sought refuge in this asylum of oppressed hu- 
manity. He contended that this resolution ¢on- 
tained an unconstitutional proposition, and that 
the standing army now in the service of the United 
States was maintained in the very teeth of that 
part of the Constitution which declares that no 
money for the support of a standing army should 
be appropriated for more than two years. He 
again called for information as to the object of the 
army. now proposed to be raised ; declaring, that, 
if the President should say they were necessary 
for the protection of New Orleans, to be employed 
against the Indians, or to repel incursions from 
Canada, (although this seemed not to be much 
thought of,) he should not refuse to grant them, 
-He declared the report to be a negative position, 
which couldnot be combated except to disadvan; 
tage. He wished to know the Constitutional 
resources of the committee, and expressed a hope 
that the remarks he had made would draw out the 
talents of that body. 

Mr. Grunpy.—| did not expect that the gentle- 
man from Virginia would have made any inqui- 
ries into the motives or objects of that committee 
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of which he himself was a member. He, sir, at- 
tended faithfully to his duty, and witnessed every 
step the committee took. He also saw.the report 
before it was made to this House, and must have 
heard the exposition of our ulterior measures, as 
explained by our’ Chairman. Why, then, sir, 
shall he now affect not to understand us? Our 
object, by those who will listen, shall not be mis- 
understood. And, Mr. Speaker, as I have no 
political secrets, 1 feel no hesitation in declaring 
to you, to this House, and to the nation, the view 
Ihave taken of.the subject. But before I do this, 
it is due to the committee that an explanation of 
their conduct should take place. 

So soon as the Committee on our Foreign Re- 
lations was appointed, we: were forcibily im- 
pressed with the*serious and highly responsible 
station you had assigned us; to that-committee, 
consisting of nine members only, were not only 
the eyes of this House but of the nation turned; 
and from us, in this, the most troubled season our 
world has ever known, was it expected, that a 
course of measures would be recommended, cal- 
culated to protect the interests of seven millions 
of. people. Under this impression, Mr. Speaker, 
we deemed it a duty to take time for deliberation; 
we thought it better to encounter the charge of 
having acted in a tardy and dilatory way, than 
to take a rash step, by which this nation might 
be plunged into difficulties, from which it could 
not be easily extricated. We therefore took the 
necessary time to weigh the arguments both for 
and against the: measures we have recommended ; 
and, as far as we were able, we surveyed the 
consequences which were to follow from the 
course we proposed. “We foresaw, Mr. Speaker, 
that our countrymen were to fall in the meditated 
conflict, and that American blood was to stream 
afresh. Nor were we unmindful of the expendi- 
turé of public treasure. And, sir, what cost me 
more reflection than everything else was the new 
test to which we are to put this Government. 
We are about to ascertain by actual experiment 
how far our Republican institutions are calcu- 
lated to stand the shock of war, and. whether, 
after foreign danger disappeared, we can again 
assume our peaceful attitude, without endanger- 
ing the liberties of the people. 

Against these considerations, weighty in them- 
selves, your committee felt themselves constrained 
to decide, influenced by existing circumstances, 
of a character too imperious to be resisted: these I 
will enumerate before I sit down. My business 
at present is to address a particular portion of the 
members of this House—I mean, sir, the Repub- 
lican members—and although what-I am abo 
to say might be deemed impolitic on ordinary 
subjects of legislation, yet, at this time and on 
this occasion, it would be criminal to.conceal.a 
single thought which might influence their. de- 
termination. We should now, Mr. Speaker, for- 
get little party animosities, we should mingle 
minds freely, and, as far ds we are able, commune 
with the understandings of each other; and, the 
decision once made, let us become one. people, 
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and present an undivided front to the enemies of 
our country. 

Republicans should never forget that some 
years ago a set of men of different politics held the 
reins.of this Government, and drove the car of 
State; they -were charged with being friendly to 
standing armies in times of peace, and favorable 
to expensive establishments ; not for the purpose 
of opposing foreign enemies, but to encourage 
Exécutive. patronage, and to bring these forces 
to operate upon the people ‘themselves. These 
measures alarmed the Republicans; they remon- 
strated, they clamored, they appealed to the peo- 
ple, and by a national sentence, thé men then in 
power were taken down from their high places, 
and Republican men were put in their seats. 

If your minds are resolved on war, you are 
consistent, you are right, you are still Republi- 
cans; but if you are not resolved, pause and re- 
flect, for should this resolution’ pass, and you then 
become faint-hearted, remember that you have 
abandoned your old principles, and trod in the 
paths of your predecessors. 

According to my view of this subject, Mr. 
Speaker, we now stand on the bank ; one move- 
ment more, the Rubicon is passed, weare in Italy, 
and we must march to Rome. 

Asa member of the committee, I feel no hesi- 
tation in saying; that if there be a member here, 
not determined — with us, to the extent o/ 
our measures,\l prefer now to take «any leave of 
him, rather then be deserted when the clouds 
darken, and the storm thickens upon us. 

This admonition I owed to candor—I have 
paid it, not because I doubted; my purpose is 
settled, my mind réposes upon it. I may be in 
an error, _If Fon, f wibe my country will for- 
giveme. From my God f dball never'need it, be- 
cause he knows the purity of my motives. 


I will now state the reasons which influenced § 


the committee, in recommending the measures 
now before us. 

It is not the carrying trade; properly so called, 
about which this nation and Great Britain are 
at-present contending. ‘Were this the only ques- 
tion now under consideration, I should feel great 
unwillingness (however clear our claim might 
be) to involve the nation in war, for the asser- 
tion of a right, in the enjoyment of which the 
community at large are hot more deeply con- 
cerned. The true question in controversy, is of 
a very different character; it involves the inter- 
est of the whole nation: [t is the right of ex- 
potting the productions of our own soil and in- 
dustry to foreign markets. Sir, our vessels are 
now captured when destined to the ports of 
France, and condemned by the British Courts of 
Admiralty, without even the pretext of having 
on board contraband of war, enemies’ property, 
or, having in any other respect violated the laws 
of nations. These depredaticns on our lawful com- 
merce, under whatever ostensible. pretence com- 
mitted, are not to be traced to any maxims or 
rales of public law, but to the maritime supre- 
maey, and. pride of the British nation. _This hos- 
tile and unjust policy of that country towards us, 
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the United States are already the second com- 


mercial nation in the world. The rapid growth 


ofour commercial importance, has not only awak- 


- ened the jealousy of the commercial interests of 


; ¢l 
0 


| Great Britain, but her statesmen, no doubt, anti- 


te with deep concern, the maritime greatness 
this Republic. 
The Unjust and unprecedented demands now 


made by Great Britain, that we shall cause the 
| markets of the Continent to be upened ‘to her 


- manufactures, fully justifies the views I have 


suggested. 


hat we as a neutral nation should interfere 


between belligerents in their municipal regula- 
tions, will not be contended for 
_ From the course pursued by that nation for some 
| years. past, it evidently appears, that neither pub- 


by any one. 


lic law nor justice, but power alone, is made by 
her the test of maritime rights. 

What, Mr. Speaker, are we now called on to 
decide ? It is, whether we will resist by force 


| the attempt, made by that Government, to sub- 
} ject our maritime rights to the arbitrary and 


capricious rule of her will; for my part lam not 
prepared to say that this country shall submit 
to have her commerce interdicted or regulated, 
by any foreign nation. Sir, I prefer.war to sub- 
mission. 

Over and above these unjust pretensions of the 
British Government, for many years past they 
have been in the practice of impressing our sea- 
men, from merchant vessels; this unjust. and 
lawless invasion of personal liberty, calls loudly 
for the interposition. of this-Government. To 
those better acquainted with the facts in relation 
toit, I leave it to fill up the picture. My mind 
is irresistibly drawn to the West. 

Although others may not strongly feel the 
bearing which the late transactions in that quar- 
ter have on this subject, upon my mind they have 
great influence. It cannot be believed by any 
man who will reflect, that the savage tribes, un- 
influenced by other Powers, would think of mak- 
ing war on the United States. They understand 
too well their. own weakness, and our strength. 
They have already felt the weight of our arms ; 
they know they-hold the very soil on which they 
live as tenants at sufferance. How, then, sir, are 
we to account for their late conduct? In one way 
only; some powerful nation must have intrigued 
with them, and turned.their peaceful disposition 
towarus us into hostilities. Great Britain alone 
has intercourse with those Northern tribes; I 
therefore infer, that if British gold has not been 
employed, their baubles and trinkets, and the pro- 
mise of support anda place of refuge if necessary, 
have had their effect. 

If Tam right in this conjecture, war is not to 
commence by sea or land, it is already begun ; 
and some of the richest blood of our country has 
already been shed. Yes, Mr. Speaker, in one in- 
dividual has. fallen, the honest man, the orator, 
and the soldier, That he loved his country none 
can doubt—he died to preserve its honor and its 
fame—I mean the late commander of the cavalry; 








you, sir, who have often measured your strength 
with his in forensic debate, can attest that he in 
a good degree, was the pride of the. Western 
country.and Kentucky claimed him as a favorite 
son. For his loss, with thosé who fell’ by: his 
side, the whole Western country is ready to 
march ; they only wait for our permission; and 
sir, war once declared, I pledge myself for my 
people—they will avenge the death of their 
brethren. 

Another consideration drawn from our past 
conduct demands the course we have proposed. 
In the year 1808, Congress declared that this na- 
tion had but three alternatives left— war, embargo, 
or submission ; since that time no advantageous 
change has taken place in our. foreign relations; 
we now have no embargo, we have.not declared 
war. I then say it, with humiliation, produced 
by the degradation of my country, we have sub- 
mitted. Mr. Speaker, I derive no pleasure from 
speaking in this way of my country, but it is 
true, and, however painful the truth may be, it 
should be told. 

Another reason operates on my, mind; we 
stand pledged to the French. nation to continue 
in force our non-importation law against Britain ; 
without a violation of national faith we cannot 
repeal it. What effects is the operation of this 
law producing? It is demoralizing our citizens ; 
men of commercial habits cannot easily change 
their course of life; those who have lived in af- 
fluence and ease cannot consent to beg for bread. 
No, sir, they will violate this law, they will smug- 
gle; and, sir, in politics, as in private life, if you 
wish men to remain virtuous, lead them not into 
temptation. 

his restrictive system operates unequally ; 
some parts of the Union enjoy the same advan- 
tages which they possessed. when no difficulties 
attended our. foreign relations; others suffer ex- 
tremely. Ask the Northern man, and he will 
tell you that any state of things is better. than 
the present; inquireof the Western people why 
their crops.are not equal to what they were in 
| former years, they will answer that industry has 
no stimulds left, since their surplus products have 
no markets. Notwithstanding these objections to 
the .present restrictive system, we are bound to 
retain it—this, and our plighted faith to the 
French Government, have tied the gordian knot; 
we cannot untie it; we can cut it with the sword. 

This war, if carried on successfully, will have 
its advantages. We shall drive the British from 
our Continent—they will no longer have an ap- 
portunity of intriguing with our Indian neighbors, 
and setting on the ruthless savage to tomahawk 
our women and children. That nation will lose 
her Canadian trade,and, by having noresting place 
in this country, her means of annoying us will 
be diminished. The idea.lam now about to ad- 
vance is at war, I know, with sentiments of the 
gentleman from Virginia: I am willing to re- 
ceive the Canadians as adopted brethren; it will 
have beneficial political effects; it will preserve 
the equilibrium of the Government. When 
Louisiana shall be fully peopled, the Northern 
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States will lose their power; they will be at the 
discretion of others; they can be’ depressed vat 
pleasure, and then this Union might be endan- 


gered—I therefore feel anxious not only to add’ 


the Floridas to the South, but the Canadas to 
the North of this empire. ; 

To you, Mr. Speaker, and to the members of 
this House, my thanks are due for the very pa- 
tient attention you have paid to my embarrassed 
remarks. 

Mr. Wiverry next spoke in favor of the report. 

Mr. Cueves followed next in debate, and ad- 
vocated the report at some. length. 

Mr. Ranpours commenced some observations 
in reply, and Mr. Grunpy rose to explain. . Be- 
fore Mr. Ranpotpu resumed his speech, a mo- 
tion to adjourn was made by Mr. Grunpy, with 
a view of giving the opponents of the report time 
to prepare fully to reply to what had been to-day 
advanced by its supporters.. And the House ad- 

" yourned. 





Tupspay, December 10. 


Another member, to wit: James -Cocuran, 
from North Carolina, appearéd and took his seat. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill 
from the Senate “for the relief of Thomas 
O’Bannon,” reported the same without amend- 
ment; and it was ordered to be read the third 
time to-morrow. 

Mr. Guotson, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Jared Shattuck, 
referred the twenty-sixth ultimo; which’ was 
read, and referred to a Committee of the Whole 
on the first Monday in January next. 

Mr. Newron, from. the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, made an unfavorable 
report on the. petition of Thomas Fishbourn 
Winrtén which was read, and concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Harper, the Committee of 
Ways and Means were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of allowing an additional com- 
pensation to the Postmaster General; and that 
they have leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 

An engrossed bill for the relief of John Burn- 
ham was read the third time, and passed. 

An engrossed bill to authorize the laying out 
a public road from the line established by the 
Treaty of Greenville, to the North Bend, in the 
State of Ohio, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The bill from the Senate; “To authorize the 
surveying and marking of certain roads, in the 
State of Ohio, as contemplated by the Treaty of 
Brownstown, in the Territory of Michigan,” was 
read the third time, and passed. 


SPANISH AMERICAN COLONIES. 


Mr. MircaiLt, from the committee appointed 
on that part of the President’s Message which re- 
lates to the Spanish American Colonies, made a 
report, in part, thereon ; which was read, and re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. The report is as follows: 
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gn etree 


The committes to whom was referred so much of the 
President’s Message as relates to the Spanish Ameri. 
ean colonies, have, in obedience to the order of the 
House, deliberately considered the subject before them, 
and direeted a report, in part, td’ be submitted to the 
consideration of the House, in the form of a public 
declaration, as follows: 1 

Whereas several of the American Spanish provinces 
have represented to the United States that it has been 
found expedient for them to associate and form Fed- 
eral.Governments upon the elective and representative 
plan, and to declare themselves free and independent— 
Therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives y the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That they behold, with friendly interest, the 
establishment of independent sovereignties by the Span- 
ish provinces in-America, consequent upon the actual 
state of the rhonarchy to which they belonged ; that, as 
neighbors and inhabitants of the same hemisphere, the 
United States feel gréat solicitude for their welfare ; 
and that, when those provinces shall have attained the 
condition of nations, by the just-exercise of their rights, 
the Senate and House of Representatives will unite 
with the Executive in establishing with them, as sov- 
ereign and independent States, such amicable relations 
and commercial intercourse as may require their Legis- 
lative authority. 








House or Rgrpresentatives, Dec. 5, 1811. 
Sir: In behalf of the committee appointed to con- 
sider so much of the President’s Message of the 5th of 
Novernber as relates to the Spanish American prov- 
inces, I beg leave to inquire whether it is known to our 
Government that any of those provinces have declared 
themselves independent, or that material changes have 
taken place in their political relations. It is not ex- 
pected, however, that my request will be understood to 
extend to those communications whieh, in the opinion 
of the Executive, it would be improper to disclose. 
Be pleased, sir, to accept the assurances of my high 
consideration and respect. 
SAMUEL L. MITCHILL. 
Hon. James Monnox. 


ca ee 


Derartment or Starter, Dec. 9, 1811. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit..to you, in com- 
pliance with the request contained in your letter of the 
5th instant, a copy of the declaration of independence 
made by the provinces of Venezuela. This act was 
communicated to this Government by order of the Con- 
gress, composed of deputies from those provinces, assem- 
bled at Caraccas. It is not ascertained that any other 
of the Spanish provinces have, as yet, entered into sim- 
ilar declarations ; but it is. known that most, if not all 
of them, on the continent, are in a revolutionary. state. 
The progress: made.in that direction by'some of them 
will best appear in the documents which have already 
been communicated to you. _ I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Hon. Samvet L. Mircuitt, &c. 





The Secretary of State to Messrs. Armstrong and 
Bowdoin. 


Department or State, March 13, 1806. 
GznTiemeEN: Ihave duly received from time to time 
your several letters, bearing dates the 3d July, the 10th 
and 15th August, the 10th September, the 3d and 25th 
October, and the 26th November. 
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Previous to the arrival of Mr. Skipwith with your 
d hes of September 10, our affairs with Spain had 
undergone the particular consideration of the President, 
with a reference as well to the change in the state of 
things in Europe as to the approaching session of Con- 
gress ; and it had been determined—1. That the man- 
ner in which the negotiations at Madrid had been closed 
by Spain forbade any application whatever to her for a 
renewal of them ;. 2. That the case should be presented 
to Congress, for ‘such provisions as it might be thought 
to require on their part: 3. That, in the meantime, you 
should be charged to place before the French Govern- 
ment the necessity to which Spain, by refusing to 
concur in a diplomatic adjustment of, her controversies 
with the United States, had reduced the latter, of seek- 
ing justice by those ulterior measures which the occa- 
sion called fors, It had: also been determined by the 
President, with a view to enable the French Govern- 
ment, if it should be so disposed, to hasten by its medi- 
ating influence on Spain the change in her councils 
necessary to an amicable adjustment with the United 
States; and to bring Spain forward for the purpose, 
that you should be furnished with the terms which 
Spain might obtain from the United States. 


On the receipt of your communications by Mr. Skip- 
with, the ideas disclosed by the French Government 
were considered as forming»a sufficient basis for an an- 
ticipating provision by Congress, such as was made in 
reference to the convention of the 30th of April, 1803 ; 
and it was ‘accordingly determined, in pursuance of 
that example, to await the meeting of Congress, and 
lay the subject before them. ‘This was done ; and the 
act and resolutions, of which copies are enclosed, were 
the result of their discussions; a result which has been 
delayed by the forms of proceeding, and some variances 
of opinion ‘on the occasion, longer than might have been 
wished. 


I now enclose the outline and substance of a conven- 
tional arrangement adapted to the views expressed by 
Congress, and such as the President authorizes you to 
conelude. You will lese no time in imparting it to the 
French Government in the manner you may deem 
most expedient ; letting it know, at the same time, that 
no direct communication on the subject has been made 
to the Spanish Government; that after the reception 
given by Spain tothe overtures made through an extra- 
ordinary mission to Madrid, followed by her military 
and menacing indications within and near the contro- 
verted territories, as explained.in the annexed extracts, 
the United States, though ready to meet Spain in nego- 
tiation under the auspices of a common friend, do not con- 
sider it belanging to them to court a further negotiation 
in any form; that, consequently, the steps necessary 
on the part of Spain must be the result eitherof her 
own reflections, or of the prudent council which France 
may undertake to give her. 

The President leaves to your own management the 
expression of those sentiments, which, without any im- 
proper condescensions-on the part of the United States, 
will best conciliate the French Government to our ob- 
jects. ‘The ascendency which it will have over that 
of Spain, if no change of circumstances intervene, and 
the preference of an amicable termination of our differ- 
ences with Spain to an appeal to force, require that 
every honorable use should be made of the occasion 
which seems to offer itself. 

Should the Emperor still be absent, without authority 
in any hands at Paris to take measures in concert with 
you for instituting the business, it must remain with 
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you to. decide according to the probable course of his 
movements on the most expedient and expeditious mode 
of holding the necessary communications with his cabi- 
net, Rather than risk a delay which may lose a favorable 
crisis, it may be even advisable to repair to his military 
quarters. This is a step, however, to which there may 
be so many objections, that it will require very strong: 
considérations to recommend it. 


As soon as any authority at Paris shall be ready on 
the part of Spain, you will enter on the subject, and 
press it to a conclusion with as much celerity and de- 
cision as circumstances will justify. The terms stated 
us your guide require little explanation more than ac- 
companies the several articles. The object with the 
United States is to secure West Florida, which is es- 
sential to their interest, and to obtain East Florida, 
which is important to them, procuring, at the same time, 
equitable indemnities from Spain for the injuries for 
which she is answerable, to all which the proposed ex- 
change of territory and arrangement of the western 
boundary may be made subservient. The desire mani- 
fested by the House of Representatives in the reso- 
lution herewith enclosed, that such an exchange and 
arrangement may be found sufficient, without any price 
in money, will engage all your attention and exertions. 
If the exchange stated in the resolution with the Sabine 
river for our western boundary below the ridge, dividing 
the waters running into the Mississippi from those run- 
ning into the galf westward of the mouth of that river 
can be obtained, the exchange will be satisfactory, especi- 
ally if accompanied witha reasonable provision for the 
indemnities due from Spain to citizens of the United 
States. If the exchange can be obtained even without 
this last provision, or including the territory eastward 
of the Perdido, or any pecuniary payment for the terri- 
tory westward thereof, it is not to be rejected ; but in 
that case it will be extremely desirable to make the an- 
thorized establishment of an interval of territory, not to 
be settled for a given period, subservient to a provision 
for indemnities. 


In order to determine the price and the payments to 
Spain for the cession of territory, and to provide indem- 
nities for the spoliations and other injuries for which 
Spain is responsible, you will add to the preceding arti- 
cles others, proper on those subjects. For the several 
modifications which will. best comport with the conve- 
nience of our Treasury,and the sentiments of the Sec- 
retary of that Department, I refer to copies of .a letter 
and paper from him, herewith enclosed, stating to you 
generally for your guide—1. That the sum to be made 
payable to Spain for her cession is not to exceed five 
millions of dollars; 2. That as little as possible, and in 
no event more than two millions, are to be paid prior 
to the delivery of possession or the ratification; 3. That 
as ample a provision as possible be made for indemni- 
ties, either by constituting a board of commissioners for 
settling them, or by a sum in gross, sufficient to cover 
their probable amotnt, which is not less than four mil- 
lions of dollars, and distributable by the United States 
to such claimants, and in such proportions, as may be 
decided upon under their authority. This last mode 
of providing fer the object will be much the best, if the 
sum in gross be equal to the amount of claims likely 
to be allowed by a Board of Commissioners; 4. It is 
particularly desirable that, in defining the cases to be 
indemnified, the terms should be such as will embrace 
those where French subjects or citizens, as well as those 
where Spanish subjects were the wrong doers, If a 
sum in gtoss be stipulated, it may be expected that 
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Spain will not object to a definition which will author- 
ize the United States to apply it to both cases, espe- 
cially if terms be chosen which will not we Tre Ryn 
ignate the contested French cases; 5, In defining the 
cases, it.will be proper to have in view those of every 
description which exist—more particularly depredations 
on the high seas, and unjust or unlawful injuries within 
the Spanish jurisdiction, whether in Old Spain or her 
colonies; in a word, all injurious’ acts, either to the 
United States or to her citizens, for which the Spanish 
nation is responsible, according to the principles of jus- 
tice, equity, treaty, or the law of nations, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
JAMES MADISON. 


P. S.—Particular care must be taken in case a con- 
vention shall be made which does not provide for the 
spoliations, or for the portion of them, subsequent to 
the convention of August, 1802, to guard against an 
abandonment, either express or constructive, of the just 
claims of our citizens ‘on that account. J. M. 


PROJECT OF A CONVENTION. 


The United States and His Catholic Majesty being 
desirous of terminating amicably all controversies now 
subsisting. between them, and of providing more effect- 
ually for the maintenance of their future harmony, have 
appointed, &c. : : 

Anrticie 1.—Spain, acknowledging and confirming 
to the United States West Florida, cedes to them for- 
ever the same and East Florida, with the islands and 
waters thereon respectively depending ; or if unattain- 
able in that form, Spain cedes and confirms forever to 
the United States East and West Florida, with the 
island waters thereon respectively depending. 

Observations on Article 1.—The object in these forms 
of expressing the cession, is, to date that of West Flor- 
ida as far at least as to the Perdido, from the date of 
the cession of Louisiana by. France, and thereby invali- 
date the intervening sales of land, which it is under- 
stood have taken place corruptly or unfairly, to a very 
great extent. If Spain should appear to acquiesce in 
a more explicit acknowledgment of our right under 
the French convention as far as the Perdido, it may be 
well to divide the territory eastward of the Mississippi 
by a reference to that river, instead of referring to it as 
divided into East and West Florida. 

Art 2.—Possession of the said territory shall be de- 
livered to a person or persons authorized by the United 
States to receive the same, within days or less if 
practicable, after the exchange of the ratifications of this 
convention. With the said territory shall be delivered 
all public property, excepting ships and military stores, 
as also all public archives belonging to the same. 

Sxc. 2, Within ninety days after delivering posses- 
sion, or sooner, if possible, the Spanish troops shall 
evacuate the territory hereby ceded. 

Src. 3. The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be 
entitled to the same incorporation into the United 
States, and to the same protection in their religion, 
their liberties, and their property, as were stipulated to 
the inhabitants of the territory ceded to the United 
States by the treaty of the 30th of April, 1803, with 
the French Republic. ‘ 

Sec. 4. With the same motives in view which led 
to the seventh and eighth articles of the treaty above 
mentioned, it has been agreed between the contracting 
parties that the ships of France and Spain shall enjoy, 
in the ports of the hereby ceded territory, until the term 
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of the twelve years therein mentioned shall be expired, 
the same privileges as to trade and duties.as are therein 
stipulated, and duting the same space of time no other 
nation shali have a right to the same privileges in the 
ports of the hereby ceded territory. 

Sxc. 5. In future; and forever after the expiration of 
the said term of twelve years, the vessels of Spain shal! 
be treated upon the footing of the most favored nations in 
the ports of the hereby ceded territory, 

Art. 3.—The boundary between the territory of the 
United States on the western side of Mississippi, and 
the possessions of Spain, shall be the Colorado, (or the 
Gaudaloupe, if attainable,) from’ its mouth to its most 
northerly source; ‘thence, a right line to the nearest 
high lands, enclosing all the waters running directly 
or indirectly into the Mississippi or Missouri, and along 
the said highlands as far as they border on the Span- 
ish dominions. 

Observations on Article 3-—Although it may not be 
amiss to urge the claim of the United States to the Rio 
Bravo, and to-propose that for the boundary, it is not 
expected that one more.westwardly than the boundary 
delineated in this article will be favored by France 
or admitted by Spain. 

Ant. 4—It is, agreed that a space extending thirty 
leagues on each side of the said boundary shall be kept 

‘by the parties respectively unsettled for the term of —_ 
years ; or 

A space between the said boundary and some boun- 
dary beginning with a river eastward of the Colorado, 
and westward of the Sabine ; or, 

A space between the said boundary, and the boun- 
dary beginning with the Sabine, and ranning thence 
from the source of the Sabine, a straight line; to the 
confluence of the rivers Osage and Missouri ; and from 
the said confluence, a line running parallel with the 
Mississippi, to the latitude of its most northernmost 
source ; and thence a meridian to the northern boun- 
dary of Louisiana. 

Observations on Article 4—These descriptions of a 
barrier interval are to.be successively yielded according 
as Spain may be willing to cede therefor her territory 
eastward of the Mississippi, or to abate in the sum of 

money to be paid for East Florida, or to be liable in her 
engagements and provisions for indemnifying our citi- 
zens. It being impossible to foresee the various modi- 
fications and combinations which the subject may take 
in the course of negotiation, much must necessarily be 
left to your own judgment. It is to be understood 
that, in no event, the country eastward of the Sabine 
and the line from its source as above referred to, is to 
be included in the unsettled interval. 

Art. 5—{Here was inserted a copy of the provisions 
contained in the project of 1804, as to the interval not 
to be settled.] 











Mr. Armstrong to M. Yzquierdo. 


Pants, Sept. 30, 1806. 

The undersigned having been informed by the Amer- 
ican Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, that a Minister had 
been appointed, on the part of His Catholic Majesty, to 
négotiate a settlement of the several points in contro- 
versy between the United States of America and His 
said Majesty : and having understood from His Majesty’s 
Ambassador at this Court, that M. Yzquierdo was the 
Minister thus appointed, it becomes the duty of the 
undersigned to inform His Excellency that Plenipoten- 
tiaries commissioned by the President of the United 
States to fulfil, on his part, this important object, are 
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- December, 1811. 


His Excellen 











_ now in Paris, and equally prepared and disposed to 
enter on the proposed negotiation. 
 qvails himeelt of this 
the assurance of his very. high consideration. 


The undersigned 
jon to offer to M. Yzquierdo 


JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
Minister as of ‘the United States. 
M. Yzeuiervo, 
of State and of War. 


M. Yzquierdo to General Armstrong. 


Panis, October 1, 1806.» 
The undersigned has received with interest the com- 


Counse 


munications of his Excellency General Armstrong, 


contained in his note of the 30th September last. He 
has the honor to make known to him that the negoti- 


_ ations on the different points in controversy between 


his Government and the. United States of America are 
not within his actual political powers. 

The undersigned. profits of this occasion to present 
to his Excellency Gerieral Armstrong the assurance of 
his high consideration. E. YZQUIERDO, 

Counsellor of State, &c., 





Extract—The Secretary of State to Mr. Bowdoin. 


May 25, 1807. 

It is painful to find that the reserve and mystery 
which have so long enveloped our affairs with Spain 
still embarrass the efforts to bring them to a proper 
state. “The protracted ‘delay is certainly not a little 
hazardous to the peace of the two nations, which has 
thus far been preserved by the moderation of the Uni- 
ted States, in spite of the folly of the other party. The 
conduct of Spain is not easily explained, Several 
causes have probably united in producing her obstinate 
repugnance to meet our reasonable overtures ; perhaps 
the most powerful may have been a calculation that 
she would have, in any event, the support of one or 
the other of the two great rivals of Europe; and that 
her dexterity would be able to connect her with which- 
ever of them should ultimately be ascendant, It would 
seem to be impossible, however, that the crisis can be 
much longer procrastinated. The obstructions which 
are thrown in the way of the trade through the Mobile} 
and even of the use of the river by the Government of the 
United States for public purposes, and kindling a flame [ 
which will not be very manageable. The last letter 
from Mr. Erving, which was of , communicated 
the Spanish decree, co-operating with that of Novem- 
ber 2lst by the French Emperor, which is:in terms 
giving equal latitude with its prototype for depredations 
on our commerce, and which; if so executed, will add 
fuel to the flame.. Mr. Erving promised that his next 
letter would not only give explanations on that subject, 
but have something to say as to our affairs generally 
with the Spanish Government. 








Extract—Mr. Madison, Secretary of State, to General 
Armstrong and Mr. Bowdoin. 


Derantuent or State, July 15, 1807, 
The enclosed copy of a proclamation, by the Presi- 
dent, will inform you of a late extraordinary hostility 
and insult committed by a British ship of war ona 
frigate of the United States, near the Capes of Virginia, 
and of the measures taken by the President in conse- 
quence of the outrage.. The subsequent proceedings 


of the British: squadron in our waters\have borne a 
like stamp of hostility ; and although it may be found 
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‘that these provocations obews not issued foun, or may 
be disavowed and expiated by the British Government, 
it may also be found that the United States must take 
on themselves the reparation that is due tothem.. For 
his évent it is necessary to be prepared, as well with 
a view to our finances as to other resources and ar- 
rangements. 

In this state of things, the President, taking into 
consideration the objections to an application of the 
public funds to objects not immediately connected with 
the public safety, instructs you to suspend the negoti- 
ations for the purchase of the Floridas, unless it shall 
be agreed by Spain that payment for them shall, in 
case of a ruptufe between Great Britain and the Uni- 
ted States, be postponed till the end of one year after 
they shall have settled their differences ; and that, in 
the meantime, no interest shall be paid on the debt. 
You will, of course, understand it to be inconsistent 
with this instruction either to draw on the Treasury, 
or to obtain a credit in Europe, for any part of the sum 
allotted for the purchase of the Floridas. 

Shall a bargain have been made for the Floridas, 
and payments stipulated, as conteniplated by former 
instructions, you will press, in the most serious and 
emphatic manner, a re-modification of the terms which 
will adjust them to the instructions here given. Such 
a compliance may justly be expected in return for the 
advantages which Spain and her allies will derive in 
various respects from a contest between this country 
and their enemy. It may further be expected that, in 
consideration of these advantages to them, and of the 
general effect of war, or even a cessation of commerce 
with Great Britain, on the pecuniary faculties of the 
United States, the price demanded for the Floridas will 
be at least greatly reduced. To this consideration it 
may be added, that, whilst the pecuniary faculties of 
the United States will be.so materially benumbed in 
the event of a rupture with Great Britain, those of 
Spain may be essentially aided, by the facility which 
that event will give to the command of her South Amer- 
ican treasures through the United States. Finally, it 
is not unworthy of consideration, that the introduction 
of hostile relations between the United States and Great 
Britain, may remove objections hitherto felt by the lat- 
ter to enterprises against the Floridas, and lead toa 
military occupancy of them with views very adverse to 
the policy of Spain. 

Should Spain still obstinately persist in rejecting or 
retarding an arrangement concerning the Floridas, she 
must at least see the necessity of hastening a satisfac- 
tory one on other subjects, particularly in the case of 
the Mobile, for the free. use of which, by the United 
States, orders dught to be sent without a moment’s 
dela 

The President leaves to your own discretion the use 
to be made of observations of this kind, and entertains 
an entire confidence that your management of the 
whole business will be such as will best comport with 
the circumstances of the crisis, and conduce most to 
the object entrusted to you. 





Extract—Mr. Smith, Secretary of State, to General 
Armstrong. 
DeparTMENT oF STATE, 
March 15, 1809. 
From the encloséd report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, you will perceive that the appropriation of 
the two millions of dollars for the purchase of Florida, 
having expired._on the 3lst December last, has been 
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carried to the credit of the surplus fund. From this. sir, as to the motives which léd to this. unjust aggres- 
and other considerations, it is deemed expedient, at | sion by the United States on the territories of His 


present, to suspend the negotiation in relation to that 


os 


Mr Foster to Mr. Monroe. 


Wasutnoron, July 2, 1811, 

Sin: The attention of His Majesty’s Government 
has of late been called to the measures pursued by. the 
United States for the military dccupation. of West 
Florida. The language held by the President at the 
vpening of the late, session of Congress, the hostile 
demonstrations made by the American forees under 
Captain Gaines, the actual summoning of the fort of 
Mobile, and the bill submitted to the approbation of 
the American Legislature for the interior administra- 
tion of. the province, are so many direct and positive 
proofs that the Government of America is prepared to 
subject the province of West Florida to the authority 
of the United States. 

The Spanish Minister in London, addressed _ a note, 
in the month of March last, to His Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, expressing, in sufficient 
detail, the feelings of the Government of Spain respect- 
ing this unprovoked aggression on the integrity of that 
monarchy. 

Mr. Morier, in his note to Mr. Smith of December 
15, 1810, has already reminded the American Govern- 
ment of the intimate alliance subsisting between His 
Majesty and Spain, and he has desired such explana- 
tions on the subject as might convince His Majesty of 
the pacific disposition of the United States towards 
Spain. Mr. Smith, in his reply, has stated that it was 
evident that no hostile or unfriendly purpose was en- 
tertained by America towards Spain; and that the 
American Minister at His Majesty’s Court had been 
enabled to make whatever explanations might comport 
with the frank and‘conciliatory spirit which had been 
invariably manifested on the part of the United States. 

Since the date of his correspondence, Mr. Pinkney 
has offered no explanation whatever of thé motives 
which have actuated. the conduct of the United States 
in this transaction; a bill has been introduced into 
Congress for the establishment, government, and pro- 
tection, of the Territory of Mobile, and the fortress of 
that name has been summoned without effect. 

His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in the name 
and. on the behalf of His Majesty, is still willing to 
hope that the American Government has not been 
urged to this step by ambitious motives, or by a desire 
of foreign conquest and territorial aggrandizement. . It 
would be satisfactory, however, to be enabled to ascer- 
tain that no consideration connected with the present 
state of Spain has induced America to despoil that 
monarchy of a@ valuable foreign colony. 

The Government of the United States contends that 
the right to the possession of a certain part of West 
Florida will not be less open to discussion in the occu- 
pation of America than under the Government of 
Spain. 

But the Government of the United States, under 
this pretext, cannot expect to avoid the reproach which 
must attend the ungenerous and unprovoked seizure of 
a foreign colony, while the parent State is engaged in 
a noble contest for independence, against a most un- 
justifiable and violent invasion of the rights both of the 
monarch and people of Spain. 

While J wait, therefore, for an explanation from you, 


Majesty’s ally, I must consider it as my duty to lose 
no time in fulfilling the onlers of His Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent, by which I am commanded, in the 
everit of its appearing on my arrival in this city that 
the United States still persevere, by menaces and ac- 
tual demonstration, to claini the military. occupation of 
West Florida, notwithstanding the remonstrances of 
His Majesty’s Chargé des Affaires, and the manifest in- 
justice of the act, to present to you the solemn protest 
of His Royal Highness in the name and on the behalf 
of His Majesty, against an attempt so contrary to every 
principle of publie justice, faith, and national honor, 
and 80 injutious to the alliance subsisting between 
His Majesty and the Spanish nation. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 


The Hon. James Monroe, &c. 





Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 
DrearTMENT or Strate, July 8, 1811. 


Srr: I have had the honor to receive the note which 
you have presented by the order of His Royal High- 
ness, the Prince Regent, to protest, in behalf of the 
Regency of Spain, against the possession lately taken 
by the United States of certain parts of West Florida. 

Although the President cannot, admit the right of 
Great Britain to interfere in any question relating to 
that province, he is willing to expldin,in a friendly 
manner, the considerations which induced the United 
States to take the step against which yon have been 
ordéred to protest. 

It is to be inferred, from your view. of the subject, 
that the British Government has been taught to believe 
that the United States seized a moment of national 
embarrassment to wrest from Spain a province to which 
tacy had no right, and that they were prompted to it 
by their interest alone, and a knowledge that Spain 
could not defend ‘it. Nothing, however, is more re- 
mote from the fact than the presumption on which 
your Government appears to have acted. Examples 
of so unworthy a conduct are unfortunately too fre- 
quent in the history of nations; but the United States 
have not followed them. The President had persuaded 
hiniself that the unequiyocal proofs which the United 
States have given, in all their transactions with foreign 
Powers, and particularly with Spain, of an upright and 
liberal policy, would have shielded them from such un- 
merited a suspicion. He is satisfied that nothing is 
wanting but a correet knowledge of facts completely 
to dissipate it. 

I might bring to your view a long catalogue of in- 
juries which the United States have received from 
Spain since the conclusion of their Revolutionary. war, 
any one of which would most probably have been con- 
sidered cause of war, and resented as such, by other 
Powers. I will mention two of these only; the spolia- 
tions that were committed on their commerce to a 
great amount in the last war, and the suppression of 
their deposite at New Orleans just before the com- 
mencement of the present war, in violation of a solemn 
treaty ; for neither of which injuries has any reparation 
or atonement been made. For injuries like those of 
the first class, it is known to you that Great Britain 
and France made indemnity. The United States, how- 
ever, do not rely on these injaries for a justification of 
their conduct in this transaction, although their claims 
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to reparation for them are by no means relinquished, | possession of this country will be perfectly satisfactory 
and, it isto be presumed, will not always be neglected. | to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent: 


When I inform you that the ‘province of West Flori- | 
da to the Perdido was a patt. of Louisiana, while. the | 
whole province formerly belomged te France ; that, al- | 
though it was afterwards separated from the other part, | 
yet that both parts were again reunited in the hands | 
of Spain, and by her reconveyed to France, in whieh 
state the entire province of Louisiana was ceded to the | 
United States in 1803; that, in accepting the cession | 
and paying for the territory ceded, the United States | 
understood and believed that they paid for the country | 
as far as the Perdido, as part of Louisiana; and that, | 
oma conviction of their right, they included in. their | 
laws provisions adapted to the cession in that extent, | 
it cannot fail to‘be a cause of: surprise to the Prince | 
Regent that they did not proceed to take possession of | 
the territory in question as soon as the treaty was rati- | 
fied. ‘There was nothing in the circumstances of Spain | 
at that time that could have forbidden the measure. , 
In denying the right of the United States. to this terri- | 
tory, her Government invited negotiation on that, and | 
every other point, in contestation between the parties. 
The United States accepted the invitation in the hope | 
that it would secure an adjustment and reparation for | 
every injury which had been received, and Jead to the 
restoration of ‘perfect harmony between the two counm- 
tries : but in that hope they were disappointed. 

Since the year 1805, the period of the last negotia- | 
tion with Spain, the province of West Florida has re- 
mained in a situation altogether incompatible with the | 
welfare of these States. The Government of Spain | 
has scarcely been felt there; in consequence of which | 


With great respect and consideration, &e- 
JAS. MONROE. 


Avevustus J. Foster, Esq., &c. 





Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 


Pairapetrera, September 5, 1811. 


Sir: The Chevalier De Onis, who has been ap- 
pointed Minister from His Catholic Majesty to the 
United States, has written to inform me that he un- 
derstands, by letters from the Governor of East Florida, 
under date of the 14th ult., that Governor Matthews, of 
the State of Georgia, was at that time at Newtown, 
St. Mary’s, on the frontiers of Florida, for the purpose 
of treating with the inhabitants of that province for its 
being delivered tp to the United States’ Government ; 
that he was, with this view, using every. method of se- 
duction to effect his purpose, offering to, each white 
inhabitant, who would side with him, fifty acres of 
land, and the guarantee of his religion and property; 
stipulating, also, that the American Government would 
pay the débts of the Spanish Government, whether due 
in pensions Or otherwise, and that he would cause the 
officers and soldiers of the garrisons to be conveyed to 
such place.as should be indicated, provided they did 
not, rather choose to enter into the service of the Uni- 
ted States. 

M: De Onis has done me the honor to communicate 
to me a note, which he purposes transmitting to you, 
sir, in consequence of this detailed and most extraor- 
dinary intelligeuce, and considering the intimate alli- 





the affairs of that province had fallen intodisorder. Of | ance subsisting between Spain and Great Britain, as 
that circumstance, however, the United States took no | wejj as the circumstanées under which he is placed in 


advantage. It was not until the last year, when the 
inhabitants, perceiving ‘that all authority over them | 
had ceased, rose in a body with intention to take | 
the country into their own hands, that the American | 
Government interposed. It was impossible for the 
United States to behold, with indifference, a mover 
ment in which they\were so deeply interested. The 
President would have incurred the censure of the na- 
tion, if he had suffered that’ province to be wrested 
from the United States; under a pretext of wresting it 
from Spain. In taking possession of it, in their name, | 
and under their authority, except in the part which 





| this country, he has urgently requested that I would 
accompany his representation with a letter on my part 
in support of it. 

After the solemn asseverations, which you gave me, 
in the month of July, that no intentions hostile to the 
Spanish interests in Florida existed on the part of your 
Government, I am wholly unable to suppose that Gov- 
ernor Matthews can have had orders from the President 
for the conduct which he is stated to be pursuing; but 
the measures he is said to be taking in corresponding 
with traitors, and-in endeavoring, by bribery and every 


art of seduction, to infuse a spirit of rebellion into, the 


was occupied by the Spanish troops, who have not been | subjects of the King of Spain in those quarters, are 
disturbed, he defended the rights and secured the peace of | .ich as to create the liveliést inquietude, and. to call 
the nation, and even consulted the honor of Spain herself. | f+ the most easly iaftesference on the pett of the Gev- 
By this event the United States have acquired no new | ernment of the United States. 

title to: West Florida. They wanted none. In ad-| — [The Government of the United States are well aware 
justing hereafter all the other points which remain to! 6F the deep interest which His Royal Highness, the 
be adjusted with Spain, and which it is proposed to| Prince Regent, takes in the security of Florida, for any 
make the subject of amicable negotiation as soon a8 / attempt to occupy the eastern part of which by the 
the Government of Spain shall be settled, her claim to | [njted States, not even the slightest pretext could be 
this territory may’also be brought into view, and receive | ajjeged, such astwere brought forward in the endeavor 
all the attention which is due to it. | to justify the aggression on West Florida. 

Aware that this transaction might be misconceived I conceive it, therefore, to be my duty, sir, in con- 
and misrepresented, the President deemed it a proper | sideration of the alliance subsisting between Spain and 
subject of instruction to the Ministers of the’ United | Great Britain, and the interests of His Majesty’s sub- 
States at foreign Courts, to place it in a true light be- | jects in the West India islands, so. deeply involved in 
fore them. Such an instruction was forwarded to Mr. | the security of East Florida, as well as in pursuance of 


Pinkney, their late Minister Plenipotentiary at Lon-| the orders of my, Government, incase of any attempt 
don, who would have executed it, had not the termi- | against that eduntry, to lose no time in calling upon 


nation of his mission prevented it. 
cannot doubt that the frank and candid explana- 
tion which I have now given, by his order, of the con- 
siderations which induced the United States to take 





The President | you for an explanation of the alarming steps which 
Governor Matthews is stated to be taking for subvert- 
ing the Spanish authority in that country, requesting 
to be informed by you upon what authority he can be 
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acting, and what measures have been taken to put a 
ee to his proceedings. 
have the honor to be, &c. 
AUGUSTUS J. FOSTER. 
Hon. James Monnog, &c. 


cee 


Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 


November 2, 1811. 

Srx: I have had the honor to reeeive your letter of 
September 5th, and to submit it to the view of the 
President. 

The: principles whieh have governed the United 
States in their measures relative to West Florida, have 
already been explained to you. With equal frankness, 
I shall now communicate the part they have acted with 

to East Florida. 

n the letter which I had the honor to address to 
you onthe 8th of July, I stated the injuries which 
the United States-had received from Spain, since their 
Revolutionary war, and- particularly by spoliations on 
their commerce in the last war, to a great amount, and 
of the-suppression of their right of deposite at New Or- 
leans, just before the commencement of the present 
war, for neither of which had reparation been made. 
A claim to indemnity for these. injuries is altogether 
unconnected with the question relating to West. Flori- 
da, which was acquired by cession from France in 1803. 

The Government of Spain has never denied the right 
of the United States to a just indemnity for spoliations 
on their commerce. In 1802, it explicitly admitted 
this right. by entering into a convention, the object of 
which was to adjust the amount ofthe claim, with a 
view to indemnity. The subsequent, injury, by the 
suppression of the deposite at New Orleans, produced 
am important change in the relations between the 
tiés, which has never been accommodated. The United 
States saw in that measure eminent cause of war, and 
that war did not immediately follow, cannot be con- 
sidered in any other light than asa proof of their mod- 
eration and pacific policy. The Exeeutive could not 
believe' that the Government of Spain’ would refuse to 
thie United States the justice due to these accumulated 
injuries, when the subject should be brought solemnly 
before it, by a special mission: It is-known that an 
Envoy Extraordinary was sent to Madrid, in-1805, on 
this subject, and that the mission did not accomplish 
the object intended by it. 

‘It is proper to observe that, in the negotiation with 
Spain,in 1805, the injuries complained of by the Uni- 
ted States of the first class, were again substantially 
admitted to a certain extent, as was that also occa- 
sioned by the suppression of the deposite at New Or- 
leans, although the Spanish Government, by disclaim- 
ing the act, and imputing it to the Intendant, sought 
to,avoid the responsibility due from it; that, to make 
indemnity to the. United States for injuries of every 
kind a cession of the whole territory claimed by Spain 
eastward of the Mississippi was made the subject of 
negotiation, and that the amount of the sum demanded 
for it was the sole cause that a-treaty Was not then 
formed, and the territory ceded. 

The United States have considered the Government 
of Spain indebted to them a greater sum for the inju- 
ries above stated, than the province of East Florida 
can, by any fair standard between the parties, be esti- 
mated at. They have looked to this province for their 
indemnity, and, with the greater reason, because the 
Government of Spain itself has countenanced it. That 
they have suffered their just claims to remain’so long 
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unsatisfied, is a new and strong proof of the modera. 
tion, 4s it isvof their respect for the disordered condi- 
tion of that Power. .There is, however, a. period be- 
yond which those claims ought not to be neglected. [t 
would be highlyimproper ‘for the United States, in 
their respect for Spain, to forget. what they owe to 
their own character, and to the rights of their injured 
citizens. 

Under these circumstances, it would be equally un- 
just and dishonorable in the United States to suffer 
East Florida to pass into the possession of any other 
Power. Unjust, because they.would thereby lose the 
only indemnity within their reach, for injuries which 
ought long since to have been redressed. . Dishonor. 
able, because, in permitting another Power to wrest 
from them that indemnity, their inactivity and acqui- 
escence could only be imputed to unworthy motives. 
Situated as East Florida is, cut off from the other pos. 
sessions of Spain, and surrounded in a great measure 
by the territory of the Unitéd States, and having also 
an important bearing onthéir commerce, no other 

ower could think of taking possession of it, with other 
han hostile views to them. Nor could any other 
Power take possession of it without endangering their 
prosperity and best interests. . 

The United States have not been ‘ignorant or inat- 
tentive to what has been agitated in Europe, at differ- 
ent periods, since the commencement of the present 
war, in regard to the Spanish provinces in this hemis- 
phere; nor have they been unmindful 6f the conse- 
‘quences into which the disorders of Spain might lead, 
in regard to the provinces in question, without due 
care to prevent it.. They have been persuaded that 


remissness, on their part, might invite the danger, if 


it had not already done it, which it is so much their 
interest and desire to prevent. Deeply impressed with 
these considerations, and anxious, while they acquitted 
themselves to the just claims of their constituents, to 
preserve friendship with other Powers, the subject was 
brought before the Congress at its last session, when 
‘an act was passed authorizing the Executive to accept 
possession of East Florida from the local authorities, 
or to take it against the attempt of a foreign Power to 
occupy it, holding it in-either case subject to future 
and friendly negotiation. This, act, therefore, evinces 
the just and amicable yiews. by which the United States 
have been governed towards Spain, in the measure au- 
thorized by it. Our. Ministers at London and Paris 
were. immediately apprized of the act, and instructed 
to communicate the purport of it to both Governments, 
and to explain, at the same time; in the most friendly 
manner, the motives which led to it. The. President 
could not doubt that such an explanation would give 
all the satisfaction that was intended by it. By a late 
letter from the American Chargé d’Affaires at Lon- 
don, I observé that this explanation was made to your 
Government in the month of last. That it was 
not sooner made was owing to the departure of the 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States before 
the instruction was receiyed. 

I am persuaded, sir, that you will see, in this view 
of the subject, very strong proof of the just and amica- 
ble disposition of the United States towards Spain, of 
which I treated in the conference to which you have 
alluded, The same disposition still exists, but it must 
be understood that it cannot be indulged longer than 
may comport with the safety as well as with the rights 
and honor of the nation. I have the honor to be, &c. 


JAS. MOWROE. 





| 
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the only hope that never came in vain!: When 


The order of the day being called for, the | Other worthies of the Revolution—Hamilton, 


Speaker observed, that the 
Virginia on the right of the Chair was entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. Ranvowpu said that ifany other gentleman 
had any observations to make on the question, he 
would feel obliged: to him if he would offer them 
then; as he was much exhausted by the fatigues 
of the morning, and would be glad of a little time 
to recruit his wasted strength and spirits. 

After a considerable pause—no gentleman hav- 
ing manifested a disposition to speak, 

r:- Ranpotpn- rose. He expressed his sense 
of the motive which had induced the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. Grunpy) to move the ad- 
journment, yesterday, and of the politeness of the 
Wtise in granting it; at the same time declaring 
that in point of fact he had little cause to be thank- 
ful for the favor, well intended as he knew it to 
have been—since he felt himself even less capa- 
ble of proceeding with his argument, than he had 
been on the preceding day. 

It was a question, as it had been presented to 
In that light it had 
been argued ; in no other light could he consider 
it, after the declarations made by members of the 
Committee of Foreign Relations.. Without in- 
tending any disrespect to the Chair, he must. be 
permitted to “1 that if the decision yesterday 
was correct, “ Tifat it was not in order to ad- 
vance any arguments against the resolution, drawn 
from topics before other committees of the House,” 
the whole debate, nay, the report itself on which 
they were’ acting, was disorderly ; since the in- 
crease of the military force was a subject at that 
time in agitation by the select committee raised 
on that branch of the President’s Message. But 
it was impossible that the discussion of a question 
broad as the wide ocean of our foreign concerns— 
involving every consideration of interest, of right, 
of happiness-and of safety at home—touching, in 
every point,.all that was dear to freemen, ‘ their 
lives, their fortunes, and their.sacred honor !”— 
could be tied down by the narrow rules of tech- 
nical routine. The Committee of Foreign Rela- 
tions had indeed decided that the subject of arm- 
ing the militia (which he had pressed upon them 
as indispensable to the public security) did not 
come within ‘the scope of their authority. On 
what ground, he had Son and still was unable to 
see, they bad felt themselves authorized (when 
that subject was before another committee) to 
recommend the raising of standing armies, with 
a view (as had been declared) of immediate 
war—a war not of defence, but of conquest, of 
aggrandizement, of ambition; a war foreign tothe 


interest of this country, to the interests of hu- 


manity itself. 

He knew not how gentlemen, calling them- 
selves Republicans, could advocate such a war. 
What was their doctrine in 1798-9, when the 
command of the army—that highest of all pos- 
sible trusts in any Government, be the form what 
it may—was reposed in the bosom of the Father 
of his Country, the-sanetuary of a nation’s love, 


entleman from | Pinckney, and the younger Washington—men of 


tried patriotism, of approved conduct and valor, 
of uatarnished honor, held subordinate command 
under him! Republicans were then unwilling 
to trust.a standiag army, even to his hands who 
had given proof that. he was above all human 
temptation. Where now is the Revolutionary 
hero to whom you are about to confide this sa- 
cred trust? To whom will youconfide the charge 
of leading the flower of our youth to the Heights 
of Abraham? Will you find him in the person of 
an acquitted felon? What! then you were un- 
willing to vote an army where such men as had 
been named held, high command! when Wasu- 
INGTON himself was at the head—did you then 
show such reluctance, feel such scruples; and are 
you now nothing loth, fearless of every conse- 
quence? Will you say that your provocations 
were less then than now? hen: your direct 
commerce was interdicted—your Ambassadors 
hooted with derision from the French Coart— 


‘tribute demanded—actua! war waged upon you! 


Those who opposed the army then, were in- 
deed denounced as the partisans of France; as 
the same men—some of them at least—are now 
held up as the advocates of England; those firm 
and undeviating Republicans, who then dared, 
and now dare, tocling to the ark of the Consti- 
tution, to defend. it even at the expense of their 
fame, rather. than surrender themselves to the 
wild projects of mad ambition! There was a fa- 
tality attending plenitude of power. Soon or late, 
some mania seizes upon its possessors—they fall 
from the dizzy height through the giddiness of 
their own heads. Like a vast estate, heaped up 
by the labor and industry of ene mao, which sel- 
dom survives the third generation—power, gained 
by patient assiduity, by a faithful and regular dis- 
charge of its attendant duties, soon gets above its 
own origin. Intoxicated with their’ owh great- 
ness the Federal party fell. Will not the same 
causes produce the same effects now, as then? 
Sir, you may raise this army, you may build up 
this vast structure of patronage, this mighty ap- 
paratus of favoritism; but—* lay not the flatter- 
mg unction to your souls”—you will never live 
to enjoy the succession. You'sign your political 
death warrant. 

Mr. R. here adverted to the provocation to 
hostilities from shutting up the Mississippi by 
Spain in 1803—but more fully to the conduct 
of the House in 1805-6, under the strongest of 
all imaginable provocatives to war; the actual in- 
vasion of ourcountry. He read various passages 
from the President’s public Message of December 
3, 1805. 


“Our coasts have been infested and our harbors 
watched by private armed vessels ; some of them with- 
out commissions, some with illegal commissions, others 
with those of legal form, but committing acts beyond 
the authority of their commissions.” [These Mr R. 
stated to have been Spanish and French corsairs, fitted 
out chiefly in the western ports of Cuba—the English 
cruisers complained of in the same Message, having 
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regular commissions and carrying their prizes into port | those of its people, and, disregarding their welfare, 
for adjudication.] “They have captured in the very | here is ample cause for a formal declaration of war, on 
entrance of our harbors, as well as on the high seas, the part of the United States, and such, did they obey 
not only the vessels of eur friends coming to tradewith | the impulse of their feeling alone, is the course which 
us, but our own also. ‘They have catfried them off | the committee wduld not hesitate to recommend : but 
under pretence of legal adjudication, but not daring to a Government . identified with the citizens, too far 
to approach a court of justice, they have plundered and | removed from the powerful nations of the earth for its 
sunk them by the»way, or in obscure places, where | safety to be endangered by their hostility, peaco must 
noevidence could arise against them; maltreated the. always be desirable, so long as it ig compatible with 





crews, and abandoned them in the open sea, or on de- 
sert shores, without food or covering.” 


“With Spain our negotiations for a settlement of 
differences have not had a satisfactory issue, ‘Spolia- 
tions during the former war, for which she had form- 
ally acknowledged herself responsible, have been re- 
fused'to be compensated but on conditions affecting 
other claims,” [those for French spoliations ¢arried 
into Spanish ports,) “in no wise connected ‘with 
them. Yet the same practices are renewed in the 
present war, and are already of great amount. On 
the Mobile, our commerce a throngh that river, 
continues to: be obstructed by arbitrary duties, and’ 
vexatious seatche’. Propositions for adjusting ami- 
cably the boundaries of Louisiana have not been.ac- 
ceded to. While, however, the. right is uneettled, we 
have ayoided changing the state of things, by. taking 
new posts or strengthening ourselves in the disputed 
territories, in the hope that the other Power would 
not, by a contrary conduct, oblige us to méet their ex- 
ample, and endanger conflicts of authority, the issue 
of which may not be easily controlled. But in this 
hope we have now reason to Jessen our confidence, 
Inroads ‘have been recently made into the Territories 
of Orleans: and the Mississippi.” ‘[Bourbon county, 
part of the State of Georgia, of the good old thirteen 
States!] “Our citizens have been seized; and their 
property plundered, in the very ports of the former 
which had been actually delivered up by Spain, and 
this by the regular officers and soldiers of that Gov- 
ernment. I have, therefore, found. it necessary to 
give orders to our troops on that frontier, to be in 
‘readiness.to protect our citizens, and repel by arms 
any similar aggressions in future.’’ 


Mr.°R. ‘said, that,on the 6th of December, 
(three days afterwards) a secret Message ‘was 
received from the President, which was referred 
to a committee of which it was ‘his fate to be 
Chairman. Its complexion might be gathered 
from the report upon it, for the Message itself is 
not inserted in the secret Journal. since ordered 
to be printed. He read the report: 


“The committee have beheld, with just indignation, 
the hostile spirit manifested by the Court of Madrid 
towards the Government of the United States, in with- 
holding the ratification of its convention with us, al- 
though signed by its own Minister, under the eye of 
his Sovereign, unless. with alterations of its terms, af- 
fecting claims of the United States, which, by the ex- 
press. conditions of the instrument itself, were reserved 
for futare discussion ; in piratical depredations upon 
our fair commerce ; in obstructing the navigation of 
the Mobile; in refusing to come to any fair and ami- 
cable adjustment of the boundaries of Louisiana ; and 
in a daring violation, by persons acting under the au- 


| the honor and interest of the community. 

“ Whilst the United States continue burdened wit) 
| a debt which annually absorbs two-thirds of their rey. 
| enue, and duties upon imports. constitute the only re. 
source from which-that revenue can be raised, without 
| resorting to systems of taxation not more ruinous and 
| oppressive than they are uncertain and precarious, the 
| best interests of the Union cry aloud for peace. When 
that debt, shall-have been discharged, and the resources 
| of the nation thereby liberated, then may we rationally 
| expect to raise, even in time of war, the supplies which 
| our frugal institutions require, without recurring to 
| the hateful, destructive expedient of loans: then, and 
| not till then, may we bid defiance to the world. The 
| present moment is peculiarly auspicious for this great 
| and desirable work. Now, if ever, the national debt 
| is to be paid by such financial arrangeménts as will 
| accelerate its extinction, by reaping the rich harvest of 
| neutrality, and thus providing for that diminution of 
revenue which experience teaches us to expect on the 
_ general pacification of Europe. » And tie committee 

indulge a hope, that, in the changed aspect, of affairs 
in that quarter, Spain will find motives for a just fulfil- 
' ment of her stipulations with ug farsi an amicable set- 
tlement of limits, upon terms not more beneficial to the 
| United States than advantageous to herself, securing 
| to her an ample barrier on the side of Mexico, and to 
| us the countries watered by the Mississippi, and to 
|.the edstward of it. But, whilst the committee perceive, 
| in the general uproar of Europe, a state of things pe- 
culiarly favorable to the peaceable pursuit of our best 
interests, they are neither insensible to the indignity 
' which has been offered’on the patt of Spain, nor un- 
willing to repel similar outrage. On the subject of 
self defence, when the Territory of the United States 
is insulted, there can be but one opifiion, whatever 
differences may exist on the question; whether that 
protection which a vessel finds in our harbors, shall 
be extended to her, by the nation, in the Indian or 
Chinese, seas. Under this impression the committee 
| submit the. following resolution; the annexed letter 
from the Secretary of War will explain why it is not 
more explicit. — 

« Kesolved, That such number of troops (not exceed- 
ing ——) as the President of the United States shall 
deem sufficient to protect the Southern frontier of the 
United States, from Spanish inroads and insult, and 
| to chastise the samé, be immediately raised.” 

Mr. R. said, that the peculiar situation of the 
frontier, at that time insulted, had alone induced 
the committee to recommend the raising of reg- 
ular ars It was too remote from the pop- 
ulation of the country for the militia to act, in 
repelling and chastising Spanish incursion. New 
Orleans and-its dependencies were separated by 








thority of Spain, and; no doubt, apprized of her senti- | a vast extent of wilderness from the settlements 


ments and views of our undisputed limits, which she 
had solemnly recognised by her treaty. 
~ © To a Government having interests distinct from 


of the old United States; filled with a disloyal 
and turbulent people. alien tO our institutions. 
language, and manners. and disaffected towards 
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our Government. — Little reliance could be placed 
upon them, and ‘it was plain, that if “it was the 
jntention of Spain to advance on our possessions 
until she should be repulsed by an opposing force,” 
that foree must be a regular army, unless we 
were disposed to abandon all the country south 
of Tennessee. That if “the protection of our 
citizens and the spirit-and the honor of our coun- 
try required that force should be interposed,” 
nothing remained bat for the Legisiature togrant 
the only praeticable means, or to shrink from the 
most sacred of all its duties—to abandon the soil 
and its inhabitants to the tender mercy of hostile 
invaders. 

Yet this report, moderate as it was, had been 
deemed of too strong a character by the House. 
It was rejected: and, at the motion of a gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr., Biowei.,)—who_had 
since taken a great fancy also to Canada, and 
marched off thither, in advance of the Commit- 
tee of Foreign Relations—* $2,000,000 were ap- 
propriated toward,” (not in full of) “any extra- 
‘ ordinary expense which might be incurred in| 
‘ the intercourse between the United States and 
‘ foreign nations; in other words, to buy off, at 
Paris, Spanish aggressions at home. 

Was, this fact given in evidence of our impar- 
tiality towards the: belligerents ?—that to the in- 
sults and injuries and actual invasion of one of 
them we opposed not bullets, but dollars; that to 
Spanish invasion we opposed money, whilst for 
British aggression on the high seas we had arms ; 
offensive war? But Spain. was then shielded, as | 
well as instigated, by a greater Power. Hence | 
our respect for her. Had we-at that time acted | 
as we ought to have done in defence of rights, of 
the natale solum itself, we should (he felt confi- 
dent) have avoided that series of insult, disgrace, | 
and injury, which ‘had been poured out upon us 
in long unbroken succession. We would not 
then raise. a small regular force for a country 
where the militia could not act, to defend our 
own Territory; now, we are willing to levy a 
great army, for great it must be, to accomplish 
the proposed. object, for a war of conquest and 
ambition—and this, too, at the very entrance of 
the “ Northern Hive,” of the strongest part of the 
Union. 

An insinuation had fallen from the gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr.-Grunpy.) that the late 
massacre of our brethren on the Wabash had been 
instigated by the British Government. Has the 
President given any such information? has the 

entleman received ‘any such, even informally, 

rom any officer of this Government ?- Is it so 
believed by the Administration? ‘He had cause 
to think the contrary to be the fact; that such 
was fot their opinion. , This insinuation was of 
the grossest kind—a presumption the most rash, 
the most unjustifiable. Show but good ground 
for it, he would give up the quéstion at the thres- 
hold—he was ready.to march toCanacda. It was 
indeed well calculated to excite the feelings of 








of any foundation, beyond mere surmise and sus- 
picion. What-would be thought, if, without any 
proof whatsoever, a member should rise in bis 
place and tell us, that the massacre in Savannah, 
a massacre perpetrated by civilized savages, with 
French commissions in their pockets, was excited 
by the French Government? There was an easy 
and natural svlution of the late transaction on the 
Wabash. in the well known character of theab- 
original savage of North America, without resort- 
ing to any such mere conjectural estimate: He 
was sorry to say that for this signal calamity and 
disgrace the House was, in part, at least, answer- 
able. Session after session, their table had been 
piled up with Indian treaties, for which the ap- 
propriations had been voted as a matter of course, 
without examination. Advantage had been taken 
of the spirit of the Indians, broken by the war 
which ended in the Treaty of Greenville. Under 
the ascendency then acquired over ‘them, they 
had been pent up by subsequent- treaties into 
nooks, straightened in their quarters by a blind 
cupidity, seeking to extinguish their title to im- 
mense wildernesses, for which, (possessing, as we 
do already; more land than we can: sell or use) 
we shall not have occasion, for half a century to 
eome. It was our own thirst for tertitory, our 
own want of moderation, that had driven, these 
sons of nature to desperation, of which we felt the 
effects. 

Mr. R., although not personally acquainted 
with the late Colonel Daviess, felt, he was per- 
suaded, as deep and serious. regret, for bis loss 
as the-gentleman from Tennessee himself. He 
knew him only through the representation of 
a friend of the deceased (Mr. Rowan) sometime 
a member ofthat House ; a man, who, for native 
force of intellect. manliness of character, and high 
sense of honor, was not inferior to any that had 
ever sat there. With him he sympathized in the 
severest calamity that could befall a man of his 
cast of character. Would to God they were 
both then on the floor! From his personal knowl- 
edge of the one, he felt contident that he would 
have his support—and he believed (judging of 
him from the representation of their common 
friend) of the other also. 

He could but smile at the liberality of the gen- 
tleman, in giving Canada to New York, in order to 
strengthen the Northern balance of power, while 
at the same time he forwarned her that the West- 
ern scale must preponderate. Mr. R. said he 
could almost fancy that he saw the Capitol: in 
motion towards. the falls of Ohio—after a short 
sojourn taking: its flight. to the Mississippi, and 
finally alighting on Darien; which, when the 
gentleman’s dreams are realized, will be a most 
eligible seat of Government for the new Republic 
(or Empire) of the two Americas! But it seemed 
that “in 1808 we talked and acted foolishly,” and 
to give some color of consisteney to that folly, 
we must now commit a greater» Really he could 
not conceive of a weaker reason offered in sup- 


the Western people particularly, who were not | port of a present Measure, than the- justification 
of a former folly. *He hoped we should act a 
wiser part—take warning. by our follies, since we 


quite so me attached to our red brethren as 
some modern philosophers ; but it was destitute 
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had become sensible of them, and resolve to talk 


every other: maritime right, provided they may 
and act foolishly no more. It was indeed high 


remain unmolested in the-exercise of the humble 





time to.give over such preposterous language and | privilege of carrying their own. produce abroad, | 


“proceedings: Je 
This war of conquest, a war for the acquisition 
of territory and subjects, is.to be anew commen- 
tary on the doctrine that Republics are destitute 
of ambition—that: they are. addicted ‘1o peace, 
wedded to the happiness and safety of the great 
body of theif people. - But it seems this is to bea 
holiday campaign—there is to be no, expense of 
. blood, or treasure, on our part-—~Canada is to con- 
quer herself—she is to-be subdued by the princi- 
ples of fraternity.. The people of that country 
are first to be seduced from their allegiance, and 
converted into traitors, as preparatory to the mak- 
ing them good citizens. Although he must ac- 
knowledge that some of our flaming patriots were 
thus manufactured, he did not think. the process 
would hold good: with a whole community. ‘it 
was a dangerous expériment. .We were to suc- 
‘ceed in the Freneh mode by the system of frater- 
nizatios—all is French! but how dreadfully it 
might be retorted on the Southern. and Western 
slaveholding States. He detested this. suborna- 
“tion of treasons No—if he must have them, let 
them ‘fall by the valor of our arms, by fair, legiti- 
mate conquest ; not become the victims of treach- 


erous seduction. a ; law; and are’ ashamed to repeal it? “ But our 
He was not surprised at the war spirit which good frierd the French Emperor stands in the 
was manifesting itself in gentlemen from the) .way of its repeal,” and as we cannot go too far 
South. In the year 1805-6, in a struggle for the! in making sacrifices to himy whohas given such 
carrying trade of belligerent colonial produce, this | qumonstration of lis love for the Americans, we 
country had been most unwisely brought into col- |} must, in point of fact, become parties to his war. 
lision with the,great Powers of Europe. . By a| « Who can be so cruél as to refuse him this favor?” 
series of most impolitic and rutmous measures, ut- | F4)s imagination shrunk from the miseries of 
terly incomprehensible to-every rational, sober- | such a connexion. * He called upon the House to 
minded man, the Southern pianters, by their own | reflect whether they were not about to abandon 
votes, had succeeded in-knocking down the price |-a}) reclamation for the unparalleled outrages, “ in- 
of cotton to seven cents, and of tobacco (a few) sulis and injuries” of the French Government, 
choice crops excepted) to nothing—and in raising | to give up our claim for plundered millions ; and 
the price of blankets, (of which afew would ‘not | asked what reparation or atonement they could 
be amiss in a Canadian campaign,) coarse wool- expect to obtain in hours of future dalliance, af- 
jens, and every article of first ‘necessity, three or | ter they should have made a tender of their per- 
four hundred per cent. And now that, by our own | son to this great’ deflowerer of the virginity of 
acts, we have brought ourselves into this unpre- republics. e had by our-own wise (he would 
cedented condition, we must get out of itin any | yo; say wise-acre) measures, so. increased the 
way, but-by an acknowledgement of our own | trade and wealth of Montreal and Quebec, that 
want of wisdom and forecast. But is war the | at jast we began to cast. wistful eye at Canada. 
true remedy? Who will profit by it?, Specula-| taying done so much’ towards ‘its improvement 
turs—a few lucky merchants, who draw prizes by the exercise of “ our restrictive energies,” we 
in’ the lottery—commissaries and. contractors. | began to think the laborer worthy of his hire, avd 
Who must suffer by it? The people.» It is their | tg put in)ctaim for our portion. Suppose it ours, 
blood, their taxes, that must flow to support it. are we-any nearer to our point? As his Minis- 
But gentlemen avowed that they would not go | ter said to the King of Epiras, “ May We not as 
to war for the carrying trade—that is, for any | wel] take our bottle of wine before as after this 
other but the direct expart and import trade—that exploit ?? “Go! march to Canada!’ leave the 
which carries our native products abroad, and | broad bosom of the Chesapeake and her hundred 
-brings back the return cargo; and yet they stickle tributary: rivers—the whole line of seacoast from 
for or commercial rights, and will go to war for | Machias to St. Mary’s, unprotected! You have 
them ! « He wished to know, in point of principle, | taken Quebec—have you conquered England? 
what difference’ gentlemen could point out be-| Wij! you seek for the deep foundations of het 
tween.the abandonment of this or of that mari- power in the frozen deserts of Labrador ? 
time right? Do gentlemen assume the lofty port ; : , 
and tone of chivalrous redressors of maritime “ Her march is on the mountain wave, 
wrongs, and declare their readiness to surrender Her home is on the deep! 


and bringing back a return cargo? -Do you make 
this declaration to the enemy.at the outset? Do 
you state the minimum «with which you will be 
contented, and’ patit in her power to-close with 
your proposals at‘her option ; give her the basis 
of a treaty ruinous and disgraceful beyond exam- 

e‘and expression ? and this too after having 
turned up your noses in disdain at the treaties of 
Mr, Jay, and Mr. Monroe! Will you say-to Eng. 
land, “ end the war when you please, give us the 
direct trade in our own produte, we are content ?” 
Bui what will the merchants of Salem, and Bos- 
ton, and New York, and Philadelphia, and Balii- 
more, the men of Marblehead and Cape Cod, say 
to this ? Will they join in aywar professing to have 
for its object what they would consider (and justly 
too) as the sacrifice of their maritime rights, ye: 
affecting to be arwar for the protection of com- 
merce ? ’ 

He was gratified to find gentlemen acknowleds. 
ing the demoralizing and destructive consequen- 
ces of the non-importation. law—confessiny the 
truth of all that its opponents foretold when it was 
enacted. And will you plunge yourselves in war, 
because you have passed’a foolish and ruinous 
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Wilk you call upon her to leave your ports and 
harbors untouched, only just till you can return 
from Canada, to defend them? The coast is to 
be left defenceless, whilst men of the interior are 
revelling in conquest and spoil. But grant fora 
moment, for mere argument’s sake, that in Can- 
ada you touched the sinews of her strength, instead 
of removing a clog upon her resources—an en- 
cumbrance, but one, which, from a spirit of hon- 
or, she will vigorously defend. In what situation 
would you then place some of the best men of the 
nation? As Chatham and Burke, and the whole 
band of her patriots, prayed for her defeat in 1776, 
so must some of ‘the truest friends to their 
~—_ deprecate the success of our arms against 
the only Power that holds in check the arch- 
enemy of mankind. 

Mr..R. declared, that the committee had out- 
stripped the Executive. In designating the Power 
against whom this force was to be employed—as 
had most unadvisably been done in the preamble 
or manifesto with which the resolutions were 
prefaced—they had not consulted the views: of 
the Executive 5 that designation was equivalent 
to an abandonment ofall our claims onthe French 
Government. No sooner was the report laid on 
the table, than the vultures were flocking round 
their prey, the carcass of a great Military Estab- 
lishmeot—men of trained reputation, of broken 
fortunes (if they ever had any) and of battered 
constitutions, * choice spirits, tired of the dull pur- | 
suits of civil life,” were seeking after agencies and 
commissions ; willing to doze in gross stupidity 
over the public fire; to light the public candle at 
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war of conquest and dominion. The Govern- 
ment of the United States was not calculated to 
wage offensive foreign war—it was instituted for 
the common defence. and general welfare ; and 
whosoever should embark it in a war of offence, 
would put it to a test which it was by no 
means calculated to endure. Make it out that 
Great Britain had instigated the Indians on the 
late occasion, and he was ready for battle ; but 
not for dominion. He was unwilling, however, 
under present circumstances, to take Canada, at 
the risk of the Constitution—to embark in a com- 
mon cause with France and be dragged at the 
wheels of the car of some Burr or Bonaparte. 
For a gentleman from Tennessee or Gennes- 
see, or Lake Champlain, there may be some 
prospect of advantage. Their hemp would bear 
a great price by the exclusion of foreign supply. 
In that too the great importers were deeply inter- 
ested. The upper country on the Hudson and 
the Lakes would be enriched by the supplies for 
the troops, which they alone could farnish. They 
would have the exclusive market: to say noth- 
ing of the increased preponderance from the ac- 
quisition of Canada and that section of the Union, 
which the Southern and Western States had al- 
ready felt so severely in the apportionment bill. 

Mr. R. adverted to the defenceless state of our 
seaports, and particularly of the Chesapeake. A 
single spot only, on both shores, might be consid- 
ered in tolerable security—from the nature of the 
port and the strength of the population—and that 
spot unhappily governed the whole State of Mary- 
land. His friend, the late Governor of Maryland, 
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bothends. Honorable men, undoubtedly there were | (Mr. LLoyp) at the very time he was bringing 
ready to serve their country, but what man of} his warlike resolutions before the Legislature of 
spirit, or of self-respect, would accept a commis-| the State, was liable, on any night, to be taken 


sion in the present Army ? 

The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Grunpy) | 
had addressed himself, yesterday, exclusively to | 
the “ Republicans of this House.” Mr. R. knew | 
not whether he might consider himself as entitled 
to any part of the benefit of the honorable gentle- 
man’s discourse. It belonged not, however, to 
that gentleman to decide. If we must have an 
exposition of the doctrines of Republicanism, he 
should receive it from the fathers of the church, 
and not from the junior apprentices of. the law. 
He should appeal to his worthy friends from Car- 
olina, (Messrs. Macon and STanrorp,) “men 
with whom he had measured his strength,” by 
whose side he had fought during the reign of ter- 
ror, for it was indeed an hour of corruption, of 
oppression, of pollution. It was not at all to his 
taste, that sort of een which was sup- 
ported on this side of the Atlantic by the father 
of the sedition law, John Adams, and by Peter 
Porcupine on the other. Republicanism! of John 
Adams! and William Cobbett! Par nobile fra- 
trum, now united as in 1798, whom the cruel walls 
of Newgate alone keep from flying to each other’s 
embrace—but whom, in sentiment, it is impos- 
sible to divide! Gallant crusaders in the holy 
cause of Republicanism! Such “Republicanism 
does indeed mean anything or nothing.” 

Our people will not submit to be taxed for this 

12th Con. Ist Sess.—15 








out of his bed and carried off with his family, by 
the most contemptible picaroon. Such was the 
situation of many afamily in Maryland and lower 
Virginia. 

Mr. R. dwelt on the danger arising from the 
black population. He said he would touch this 
subject as tenderly as possible—it was with re- 
luctance that he touched it at all—but in cases of 
great emergency, the State physician must not 
be deterred by a sickly, hysterical humanity, 
from probing the wound of his patient—he must 
not be withheld by a fastidious and mistaken 
humanity from representing his true situation to 
his friends, or even to the sick man himself, where 
the occasion called for it. What was the situa- 
tion of the slaveholding States? During the 
war of the Revolution, so fixed were their habits 
of subordination, that when the whole Southern 
country was oyerrun by the enemy, who invited 
them to desert, no fear was ever entertained of 
an insurrection of the slaves. During the war of 
seven years, with our country in possession of the 
enemy, no such danger was ever apprehended. 
But should we theretore be unobservant specta- 
tors of the progress of society within the last 
twenty years—of the silent but powerful ehange 
wrought by time and chance, upon its composi- 
tion and temper? When the fountains of the 
great deep of abomination were broken up, even 
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the poor slaves had not escaped the general del- | sinuated in that House, but openly avowed out of 
uge. The French Revolution had polluted even | it.. Against whom were these charges brought ? 
them. Nay, there had not been wanting men in| Against men, who in the war of the Revolution 
that House, witness their Legislative Legendre, | were in the councils of the nation, or fighting 
the butcher who once held a seat there, to preach | the battles of your country. And by whom were 
upon that floor these imprescriptible rights toa| they made? By runaways, chiefly from the 
crowded audience of blacks in the galleries— | British dominions, since the breaking out of the 
teaching them that they are equal to their mas-| French troubles. He ndigennty said—it is ip- 
ters; in other words, advising them «to cut their | sufferable. It cannot be borne. It must, and 
throats. Similar doctrines were disseminated | ought, with severity, be put down in this House, 
by pedlers from New England and elsewhere, | and, out of it,to meet the lie direct. We have no 
throughout the Southern country—and masters | fellow feeling for the suffering and oppressed 
had been found so infatuated, as by their lives | Spaniards! Yet even them we do not reprobate. 
and conversation, by a general contempt of order, | Strange! that we should have.no objection to any 
morality, and religion, unthinkingly to cherish | people or Government, civilized or savage, in the 
these seeds of self-destruction to them and their | whole world. The great Autocrat of all the 
families What was the consequence? Within | Russias receives the homage of our high consid- 
the last ten years, repeated alarms of insurrection.| eration. The Dey of Algiers and his Divan of 
among the slaves—some of ‘them awiul indeed. | Pirates are very eivil, good sort of people, with 
From the spreading of this infernal doctrine, the | whom we find no difficulty in maintaining the 
whole Southern country had been thrown into a | relations of peace and amity—*“ Turks, Jews, and 
state of insecurity. Men dead tothe operation | Infidels ;” Mellimelli, or the Little Turtle ; Bar- 
of moral causes; had taken away from the poor | barians and savages of every clime and color, 
slave his habits of loyalty and obedience to his| are welcome to our arms. ‘With chiefs of ban- 
master, which lightened his servitude by a double | ditti, negro or mulatto, we can treat and can trade. 
operation; beguiling his own cares and disarm- | Name, however. but England, and all our anti- 
ing his master’s suspicions and severity ; and now, | pathies are up in arms against ‘her. Against 
like true empirics in politics, you are called upon | whom? Against those whose blood runs in our 
to trust to the mere physical strength of the fetter | veins; in common with whom we claim Shaks- 
which hoidshim in bondage. - You have deprived | peare, and Newton, and Chatham, for our coun- 
him of all moral. restraint, you have tempted ; trymen; whose form of government is the freest 
him to -eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge, | on earth, our own only excepted; from whom 
‘just enough to perfect him in wickedness; you | every valuable principle-of our own institutions 
ave opened his eyes to his nakedness; you have | has been borrowed—representation, jury trial, 
armed his nature against the hand that has fed, } voting the supplies, writ of habeas corpus—our 
that has clothed him, that has cherished him inj whole civil and criminal jurisprudence—against 
sickness ; that hand, which before he became a | our fellow Protestants identified in blood, in lan- 
pupil of your school, he had been accustomed to | guage,in religion with‘ourselves. - In whatschoo! 
press with respectful affection. You have ewe did the worthies of our land, the Washingtons, 
all this—and then show him the gibbet and the | Henrys, Hancocks, Franklins, Rutledges of Amer- 
wheel, as incentives toa sullen, repugnant obe-| ica learn those principles of civil liberty which 
dience. God forbid, sir, that the Southern States | were so nobly asserted by their wisdom and valor?! 
should ever see an enemy on their shores. with | And American resistance to British usurpation 
these infernal principles of French fraternity in | had not been more warmly cherished by these great 
the van! While talking of taking Canada, some | men and their compatriots; not more by Wash- 
of us were shuddering for our own safety at home. | ington, Hancock, and Henry, than by Chatham 
He spoke from facts, when he said that the night- | and his illustrious associates in the British Par- 
bell never tolled for fire in Richmond that the | liament. It ought to be remembered, too, that the 
mother did not hug her infant more closely to her | heart of the English people was with us. It was 
bosom. He had been a witness of some of the | a selfish and corrupt Ministry, and their servile 
alarms in. the capital of Virginia. tools, to whom we were not more opposed than 
How had we shown’ our sympathy with the| they were. He trusted that none such might 
triotsof Spain, or with her American provinces? | ever exist among us—for tools will never be 
y seizing on one of them, her claim to which | wanting to subserve the purposes, however ruin- 
we had formerly respected, as soon as the parent | ous or wicked, of Kings and Ministers of State. 
country wasembroiled athome. Was it thus we | He acknowledged the influence of a Shaks- 
yielded them assistance against the arch-fiend who | peare and Milton upon hisimagination, of a Locke 
is grasping at the sceptre of the civilized world. | upon his understanding, of a Sidney upon his 
The object of France is as much Spanish Amer- | political principles, of a Chatham upon qualities 
ica as Old Spain herself. Much as he hated a| which, would to God! he possessed in common 
standing army hecould almost find it in his heart | with that illustrious man—of a Tillotson, a Sher- 
to vote one, could it be sent to the assistance of | lock, and a Porteus, upon his religion. This was 
the Spanish patriots. a British influence which he could never shake 
Mr. R. then proceeded to notice the unjustand | off. He allowed much to the just and honest 
illiberal imputation of British attachments, against | prejudices growing out of the Revolution. But 
certain characters in this country, sometimes in-| by whom had they been suppressed when they 





= 


Omtwsoas Va ewe se Orn ote st 1 est 


ow JF ke ee OU ee! Se eee ee ee ee ae ae fk eS 4 OO At 


452 
1811, 
out of 
ight? 
ution 
hting 
Were 
1 the 
f the 
is in- 
. and 
louse, 
ve no 
ressed 
Dbate. 
O any 
in the 
ll the 
Nsid- 
ran of 
with 
g the 
s, and 
Bar- 
color, 
ban- 
trade. 
anti- 
Fainst 
n our 
haks- 
coun- 
freest 
vhom 
itions 
trial, 
—our 
yainst 
n lan- 
chool 
gtons, 
\ mer- 
which 
ralor? 
ation 
great 
NV ash- 
itham 
. Par- 
at the 
It was 
ervile 
| than 
might 
er be 
ruin- 
tate. 
shaks- 
Locke 
n his 
slities 
amon 
Sher- 
s was 
shake 
onest 
But 
they 





453 


DecemBeR, 1811. 

















ran counter to the interests of his country? By 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Foreign Relations. 





454 
H. or R. 











| wards you, under such circumstances, what could 


Washington. By whom, would you listen to | you expect if they were tlie uncontrolled lords of 


them, are they most keenly felt? By felons es- 
caped from the jails of Paris, Newgate, and Kil- 
mainham, since the breaking out of the French 
Revolution—who, in this abused .and insulted 


country, have set up for political teachers, and’ 


whose disciples give no other proof of their pro- 
gtess in Republicanism, except a blind devotion 
to the most ruthless military despotism that the 
world ever saw. These are the patriots, who 
scruple not to brand with the epithet of tory the 
men (looking towards the seat of Col. Sruarr) 
by whose blood your libertieshave been cemented. 
These are they, who hold in so keen remembrance 
the outrages of the British armies, from which many 
of them were deserters.’ Ask these self-styled pat- 
riots where they were during the American war, 
(for they are for the most\part old enough to have 
borne arms,) and you strike them dumb—their 
lips are closed in eternal silence. If it were al- 
lowable to entertain partialities, every consid- 
eration of blood, language, religion, and interest, 
would incline us‘towards England ; and yet, shall 
they be alone extended to France and her ruler, 
whom we are bound to believe a chastening God 
suffers as the scourge of a guilty world! On all 
other nations he tramples—he holds them in con- 
tempt—England alone he hates ; he would, but he 
cannot despise her—fear cannot despise. And shall 
we disparage our ancestors ?—shall we bastardize 
ourselves by placing them even below the brigands 
of St. Domingo? with whom Mr. Adams had 
negotiated a sort of treaty, for which he ought to 
have been and would have been impeached, if 
the people had not previously passed sentence of 
disqualification for their service upon him. This 
antipathy to all that is English must be French. 
But the outrages and injuries of England—Bred 
up in the principles of the Revolution, he could 
never palliate, much less defendthem. He well re- 
membered flying with his mother, and her new- 
born child, from Arnold and Phillips—and they 
had been driven by Tarleton and other British 
pandoors from pillar to post, while her husband 
was fighting the battles of his country. The im- 
pression was indelible on his memory—and yet 
(like his worthy old neighbor, who added seven 
buck shot to every cartridge at the battle of Guil- 
ford and drew a fine sight at his man) he must 
be content to be called a tory by a patriot of the 
last importation. Let us not get rid of one evil 
(supposing it to be possible) at the expense of a 
greater—mutatis mutandis. Suppose France in 
possession of the British naval power—and to her 
the Trident must pass should England be unable 
to wield it—what would be your condition? 
What would be the situation of your seaports and 
theirseafaringinhabitants. Ask Hamburg, Lubec? 
Ask Savannah? What, sir! when their priva- 
teers are pent up in our harbors by the British 
bull-dogs, when they receive at our hands every 
rite of hospitality, from which their enemy is 
excluded—when they capture within our own 
waters, interdicted to British armed ships, Amer- 
ican vessels; when such is their deportment to- 


the ocean? Had those privateers at Savannah 
borne British commissions—or bad your ship- 
ments of cotton, tobacco, ashes, and whide not, to 
Londen and Liverpool, been confiseated, and the 
proceeds poured into the English Exchequer—my 
life upon it! you would never have listened to 
any miserable wire-drawn distinetions between 
“ orders and decrees affecting our neutral rights,” 
and “municipal decrees,” confiscating in mass 
your whole property. You would have had in- 
stant war! The whole land would have blazed 
out in war. 

And shall Republicans become the instruments 
of him who had effaced the title of Attila to the 
“ Scourge of God!” Yet even Attila, in the falling 
fortunés of civilization, had, no doubt, his advo- 
cates, his tools, his minions, his parasites in the 
very countries that he overran—sons of that soil 
whereon his horse had trod; where grass.could 
never after grow. If perfectly fresh, Mr. Ran- 
DOLPH said, (instead of being as he was—his mem- 
ory clouded, his intellect stupified, his strength 


and spirits exhausted) he could not give utterance 


to that strong detestation which he felt towards 
(above all other works of the creation) such char- 
acters as Zingis, Tamerlane, Kouli-Khan, or Bo- 
naparte. His instincts involuntarily revolted at 
their bare idea. Malefactors of the human race, 
who ground down man to a mere machine of 
their impious and bloody ambition. Yet under 
all the accumulated wrongs and insults and robbe- 
ries of the last of these chieftains, are we not in 
point of fact about to become a party to his Views, 
a partner in his wars? 

But before this miserable force of ten thousand 
men was raised to take Canada, he begged them 
to look at the state of defence at home—to count 
the cost of the enterprise before it-was set on foot, 
not when it might be too late—when the best blood 
of the country should be spilt,and nought but 
empty ceffers left to pay thecost. Are the bounty 
lands to begiven in Canada? It might lessen his 
repugnance to that partof the system, to granting 
these lands, not to those miserable wretches who 
sell themselves to slavery for a few dollars and a 
glass of gin, but in fact to the clerks in our offi- 
ces, some of whom, with-an income of fifteen 
hundred or two thousand dollars, lived at the rate 
of four or five thousand, and yet grew rich—who 
perhaps at that moment were making out blank 
assignments for these land rights. 

He would beseech the House, before they ran 
their heads against this post, Quebec, to count the 
cost. His word for it, Virginia planters would 
not be taxed to support such a war—a war which 
must aggravate their present distresses ; in which 
they had not the remotest interest. Where isthe 
Montgomery, or even the Arnold, or the Burr, 
who is to march to Point Levi? 

He called upon those professing to be Republi- 
cans to make good the promises held out by their 
Republican predecessors when they came into 
power—promises, which for years afterwards they 
had honestly, faithfully fulfilled. We had vaunted 
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of paying off the national debt, of retrenching use- 
less establishments ; and yet had now become as 
infatuated with standing armies, loans, taxes, na- 
vies, and war, as ever were the Essex Junto. 
What Republicanism is this.? 

Mr. Ranpotpn apologized for his very desul- 
tory manner of speaking. He regretted that his 
bodily indisposition had obliged him to talk -per- 
haps somewhat too wildly; yet he trusted some 
method would be found in his madness—on the 
other resolution he should . perhaps be obliged. to 
trouble the House again. - 

Mr. Jounson proceeded to reply, but had not 
gone far before ‘he sat down, to afford Mr, Ran- 
DOLPH an opportunity to explain; after which an 
adjournment was moved and carried. 
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Wepnespay, December 11. 


Mr. Dawson, from the committee appointed 
on the ninteenth ultimo, presented a bill to 
amend the act providing for persons. disabled by 
known wounds received in the Revolutionary 
war; which was read, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 


Mr. Jennings presented petitions from sundry | 
i 


inhabitants of the Indiana Territory, praying 
that a law may be passed to probibit the inter- 
ference of the United States’ officers in elections 
held in said Territory, and that they may be au- 
thorized to elect their Delegate to this House at 
the time of the election of the members com- 
posing their Territorial Legislature.—Referred to 
a select committee. 

Mr. Jenninos, Mr. Nevson, Mr. Rozerts, Mr. 
Newsoip, Mr. Sevier, Mr. Ormspy, and Mr. 
ReeEp, were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Ranpvotpn, from the committee appointed 
as managers, on behalf of this House, of the con- 
ference on the subject of the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses of Congress on the Semite’s 
amendment to the bill, entitled “An act for the 
apportionment of Representatives among the sev- 
eral States, according to the third enumeration,” 
reported : 


“That the committee had held a conference with the 
managers appointed on the part of the Senate. That 
the following propositions were submitted by the com- 
mittee, to the managers of the Senate: 

To fix the ratio at 34,000, 
33,000, 
40,000, 
All of which being promptly rejected by the committee 
of the Senate, your committee, as a last effort at ac- 
commiodation, proposed 36,000, as the medium between 
the two numbers adopted by the two Houses respect- 
ively ; which was also rejected as the others had been, 
without any discussion whatever, on the part of the 
managers of the Senate. No proposition being sub- 
mitted on the other side to your committee, the confer- 
ence was broken up, and the joint committee of the two 
Houses finally separated without coming to any agree- 
ment.” 


Mr. Newton, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, presented a bill author- 
izing the refunding the duties paid on the import- 
ation of certain copper articles; which was read 
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twice, and, together with the documents accom- 
papying the same, committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on Friday next. 

The third reading of the bill from the Senate 
“ for the relief of Thomas O’ Bannon,” was called 
up, and, an, motion, ordered to lie on the table. 

“A message from the House of Representatives 
informed the House that the Senate adhere to 
their amendments to the bill, entitled “An act for 
the apportionment of ‘Representatives among the 
séveral States, according to the third enumera- 
tion.” 


FOREIGN RELATIONS, 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

Mr. Jounson*said he rose to thank the com- 
mittee for the- report ‘which. was offered to the 
House, and the resolutions which were recom- 
mended; though the -measures fell short of his 
wishes, and, he believed, of public expectation. 
The ulterior measures, however, promised by the 
committee satisfied his mind, and-he should give 
the report his warm support. The chairman had 
given the views of the committee. The expul- 
sion ofthe British from their North American 
possessions, and granting letters of marque and 
| reprisal against Great Britain are contemplated. 
| Look at the Message of the President. Ata mo- 
| ment least to be expected, when France had ceased 
| to violate our neutral rights, and the olive branch 
was tendered to Great Britain, ber Orders in 
Council were put into a more rigorous execution. 
Not satisfied with refusing a redress for wrongs 
committed on our coasts and in the mouths of our 
harbors, our trade is annoyed, and our national 
rights invaded ; and, to close the scene of inso- 
lence and injury, regardless of our moderation and 
our justice, she has brought home to the “ thresh- 
old of our territory,” measures of actual war. 
As. the love of peace has so long produced for- 
bearance on our part. while commercial cupidity 
has increased the disposition to plunder on the 
part of Great Britain, I feel rejoiced that the 
hour of resistance is at hand, and that the Presi- 
dent, in whom the people have so much confi- 
dence; has warned us. of the perils that await 
them, and has exhorted us to put on the armor of 
defence, to: gird on the sword, and assume the 
manly and bold attitude of war. He recom- 
mends filling up the ranks of the present Mili- 
tary Establishment, and to lengthen the term of 
service; to raise an auxiliary force for a more 
limited time ;. to authorize the acceptance of vol- 
unteers, and provide for calling out detachments 
of militia as circumstances may require. For the 
first time since my entrance into this body, there 
now seems to be but one opinion with a great 
majority—that with Great Britain war is inevi- 
table; that the hopes of the sanguine as to a re- 
turning sense of British justice have expired ; 
that the prophecies of the discerning have failed ; 
and, that her infernal system has driven us to the 
brink of a second revolution, as important as the 
first. Upon the Wabash, through’the influence 
of British agents, and within our territorial sea 
by the British navy, the war has already com- 
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menced. Thus, the folly, the power, and the 
tyranny Of Great Britain, have taken from us the 
last alternative of longer forbearance. 

Mr. J. said we must now oppose the farther 
encroachments of Great Britain by war, or for- 
mally annul the Declaration of our Indepen- 
dence, and acknowledge ourselves her devoted 
colonies. The people whom | represent will not 
hesitate which of the two courses to choose; and, 
if we are involved in war, to maintain our dear- 
est.rights, and to preserve our independence, I 
pledge myself to. this House, and my constitu- 
ents to this nation, that they will not be wanting 
in valor, nor in their proportion of men and 
money to prosecute the war with effect. Before 
we relinquish the conflict, I wish to see Great 
Britain renounce the piratical system of paper 
blockade; to liberate our captured seamen on 
board her ships of war; relinquish the practice 
of impressment on board our merchant. vessels ; 
to repeal her Orders in Council; and. cease, in 
every other respect, to violate our neutral rights; 
to treat us as.an independent people. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mt. Ranpotpn) has ob- 
jected to the destination of this auxiliary foree— 
the occupation of the Canadas, and the. other 
British possessions upon our borders where our 
laws are violated, the Indians stimulated to mur- 
der cur citizens, and where there is a British mo- 
nopoly of the peltry and fur trade. [ should not 
wish to extend the boundary of the United States 
by war if Great Britain would leave us to the 
quiet enjoyment of independence ; but, consider- 


ing her deadly and implacable enmity, and her 


continued hostility, 1 shall never die contented 


until I see her expulsion from North America, 
and her territories incorporated with the United 
It is strange that the gentieman would 

ause before refusing this force, if destined to 
Seep the negroes in subordinatjon—who are not 
in a state of insurrection as I understand—and he 
will absolutely refuse to vote this force to defend 
us against the lawless aggressions of Great Brit- 
ain—a nation in whose favor he had said so 


States. 


much. 


But, he has a dislike to the Canadian French. 
I have no doubt 
but the Canadian French are as good citizens as 
the Canadian English, or the refugee tories of the 
Revolution; nor have I any doubt but a great 
majority of that vast community are sound in 
their morals and in their politics, and would make 


French blvod is hateful to him. 


worthy members of the United States. 


But, open the sacred pages of the Journals of 
the Congress of 1774-75—that Congress which 
commenced, and conducted to victory, the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Upon the pages of the first vol-' 
ume (from page 54 to 100) we will find letters 
addressed to the inhabitants of Canada and the 
province of Quebec, containing the language of 
affectionate respect, and, in the warmth of patri- 
Otism, inviting them to unite against British 
tyranny, to make the cause of quarrel common, 
and to enter into the union of the States on the 


priociples of equality. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


‘Foreign Relations. 








458 


ors, and then, they say“ we shall consider the 
‘ violation of your rights a violation of our own, 
‘and you are invited to accede to the confederacy 
‘ of the States.” Thus, the patriots of the Rev- 
olution styled the inhabitants of the British prov- 
inces friends and fellow-sufferers in 1774: Al- 
though then but a handful of men compared to 
their present numbers, and only ten years had 
elapsed from their first incorporation with the 
British dominions; and nothing but the want of 
physical power and means prevented their inde- 
pendencein 1776. The misfortunes of our arms 
at Quebec, and in that quarter, are well known. 
These overtures of the Old Congress did not stop 
here. After the Articles of Confederation had 
been adopted, the door was left open four the re- 
ception of the Canadas, and the hope was not lost 
until British arms riveted the chains of slavery 
upon them, which at that time could not be bro- 
ken. Now, sir,these people are more enlightened, 
they have a great American population among 
them, and they have correct ideas of liberty and 
independence, and only want an Opportunity to 
throw off the yoke of their taskmasters. 

Let us not think so meanly of the human char- 
acter and the human mind. We are in pursuit 
of happiness, and we place a great value upon 
liberty as the means of happiness. What, then, 
let me ask, has changed the character of those 
people, that they are to be despised? What new 
order of things has disqualified them for the en- 
joyment of liberty? Has any malediction of 
Heaven doomed. them to perpetual vassalage ? 
Or, will the gentleman from Virginia pretend to 
more wisdom, and more patriotism than the con- 
stellation of patriots who conducted the infant 
Republic through the Revolution? In point of 
territorial limit, the map will prove its impor- 
tance. The waters of the St. Lawrence and the 
Mississippi interlock in a number of places, and 
the great Disposer of Human Evénts intended 
those two rivers should belong to the same:people. 

But it has been denied that British influence 
had any agency in the late dreadful conflict and 
massacre upon the Wabash; and this is said to 
vindicate the British nation from so foul a charge. 
Sir, look to the book of the Revolution. See the 
Indian savages in Burgoyne’s army urged on 
every occasion to use the scalping-kuife and tom- 
ahawk—not in battle, but against old men, wo- 
men, and children; in the night, when they were 
taught to believe an Omniscient eye could not see 
their guilty deeds ; and thus hardened in iniquity, 
they perpetrated the same deeds by the light of 
the sun, when no arm was found to oppose or 
protect. And when. this crying sin was opposed 
by Lord Chatham, in the House of Lords, the 
employment. of these Indians was justified by a 
speech from One of the Ministry. Thus we see 
how the principles .of honor, of humanity, of 
christianity, were violated and justified in the 
face of the world. Therefore, I can have no 
doubt of the influence of British agents.in keep- 
ing up Indian hostility to the people of the Uni- 





| Ol The encroachments of} ted States, independent of the strong proofs on 
Great Britain are depicted in the most vivid col- 


this occasion ; and, | hope it will not be pre- 
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tended that these agents are too moral or too re- | discrimination. Why love her rulers % Why kiss 
ligious to do the infamous’ deed. So much for | the rod of iron which inflicts the ‘stripes without 
the expulsion of Great Britain from her domin- | a cause? When all admit we have just cause of 
ions in North America, and their incorporation | war, such attachments are dangerous, and encour- 


into the United States of America. 
The gentleman from Virginia says we are iden- 


tified with the British in religion, in blood, in lan- 


guage, and deeply laments our hatred to that coun- 
try, who can boast of so many illustrious charac- 
ters. This deep rooted enmity to Great Britain 


age encroachment. I will venture to say, that our 
hatred of the British Government is not com- 
mensurate with herdepredations and her outrages 
on our rights. or we should have ~ a deadly 
war against her many years past. The subject 
of foreign attachments and British hatred has 


arises from her insidious policy, the offspring of | been examined at considerable length. I did not 


her perfidious conduct towards the United States. 
Her disposition is unfriendly; her enmity is im- 
placable ; she sickens at our prosperity and ha 
piness. If obligations of friendship do exist, why 
does Great Britain rend those ties asunder, and 
open the bleeding wounds of former corflicts ? 
Or does the obligation of friendship exist on the 
part of the United States alone? I have never 
thought that the ties of religion, of blood, of lan- 
uage, and of commerce, would justify or sancti- 
y insult and injury—on the contrary, that a pre- 
meditated wrong from the hand of a friend créeated 
more sensibility, and deserved the greater chas- 
tisement and the higher execration. What would 
you think of a man, to,whom you were bound by 
the must sacred ties, who would plunder you of 
your substanee, aim a deadly blow at your honor, 
and in the hour of confidence'endeavor to bury a 
dagger in your bossom? Would you, sir, pro- 
claim to the world your affection for this mis- 
creant of society, after this conduct, and endeavor 
to interest your audience with the ties of kindred 
that bound you to each other? So let it be with 
nations, and there will be neither surprise nor 
lamentation that we execrate a Government so 
hostile to our independence—for it is from the 
Government that we meet with such multiplied 
injury, and to that object is our hatred .directed. 
As to individuals of merit, whether British or 
French, 1 presume no person would accuse the 
people of the United States of such hatred to 
them, or of despising individuals, who might not 
be instrumental in the maritime despotism which 
we feel; and this accounts for the veneration we 
have for Sidney and Russell, statesmen of whom 
the gentleman has spoken ; they are fatal exam- 


intend to begin that discussion, but F will pursue 
it, and though I make no charge of British at- 
tachments, E will at all times, at every hazard, 
defend the Administration and the Republican 
arty against the charge of foreign partialities— 
rench or Spanish, or any other kind, when ap- 
plied to the measures of our Government. This 
foreign in fluence is a dangerous enemy ; we should 
destroy the means of its cireulation among us— 
like the fatal tunic, it destroys where it touches. 
It is insidious, invisible, and takes advantage of 
the most unsuspecting hours of social intercourse. 
I would not deny the good will of France nor of 
Great Britain to have an undue influence among 
us. But. Great Britain alone has the means of 
this influence to an extent dangerous to the Uni- 
ted States. It has been said that ‘Great Britain 
was fighting the battles. of the world—that she 
stands against universal dominion threatened by 
the arch-fiend of mankind. I should be sorry if 
our independence depended upon the power of 
Great Britain. If, however, she would act the 
ee ofa friendly Power towards the United States, 
should never wish to deprive her of power, of 
wealth, of honor, of prosperity. But if her ener- 
ies are to be directed against the liberties of this 
ree and happy people, against my native couno- 
try, I should not drop a tear if the fast-anchored 
isle would sink into the waves, provided the in- 
nocent inhabitants could escape the deluge and 
find an asyluny in a more favorable soil. And as 
to the power of France, | fear it as little as any 
other power; I would oppose her aggressions, un- 
der any circumstances, as soon as | would British 
outrages, 
The ties of religion, of language, of blood, as it 


ples, why we should love the British Govern- | regards Great Britain, are dangerous ties to this 
ment. The records of that Government are now | country, with her present hostile disposition—in- 


stained with the blood of these martyrs in free- 
dom’s cause, as vilely as with the blood of Amer- 


stead of pledges of friendshi 


they are used» to 
paralyze the strength of the 


nited States in re- 





ican citizens ; and certainly we shall not be called | lation to her aggressions. There are other ties 
upon to love equally the murderer and the victim. | equally efficacious. The number of her commer- 
For God’s sake let us not again be told of theties of | cial traders within our limits, her agents, &c., the 
religion, of laws, of blood, and of customs, which | vast British capital employed in our commerce 
bind the two nations together, with a view to ex- | and our moneyed institutions, connected with her 
tort our love for the English Government, and | language, ancestry, customs, habits, and laws. 
more especially, when the same gentleman hasac- | These are formidable means for estranging the 
knowledged that we have ample cause of war | affections of many from our republican institu- 
against that nation—let us not be told of the free- | tions, and producing partialities for Great Britain. 
dom of that corrupt Government whose hands are | Now I shall attend to the cliarge of partiality in 
washed alike in the blood of ber own illustrious | our measures towards France. It is an insinua- 
statesmen, for a manly opposition to tyranny, and | tion not founded in fact, and can only exist in 
the citizens of every other clime. But I would | the imagination of those who may insinuate it. 
inquire into this love for the British Government | We are not driven to mere declarations—the 
and British institutions, in the gross, without any | truth of the assertion is bottomed upon the statute 
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records of the United States; and we appeal to 
the character of every measure relative to foreign 
relations, since the adeption of the embargo, in 
consequence of the violation of neutral rights up- 
on the high seas. The direct object of the Berlin 
and Milan decrees was the ruin of all trade to 
British ports—and the object of the Orders in 
Council was the destruction of all commerce to 
French ports and ports from which the British 
flag was excluded. 

The laws laying an embargo, which was the 
first precautionary measure on the part of the 
United States, contained a provision by which 
the President was authorized to suspend its oper- 
ation as to Great Britain upon a repeal of the 
Orders in Council, and as to France upon an ex- 
tinguishment of the Berlin and Milan decrees. 
The authority was precisely. the same as to either 
Power ; the instructions to our Ministers were pre- 
cisely the same; the offer to suspend the embargo 
was tendered to both belligerents upon the self- 
same conditions. This offer was rejected by 
both nations, and their aggressions continued— 
Congress, yielding to the clamors of the disaf- 
fected, repealed the embargo and substituted the 
non-intercourse, which also contained a diplo- 
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for the Punic faith of Great Britain. by those 
who had approbated his conduct. The solid 
column was again broken,and we have never 
had the pleasure since of seeing an undivided 
front opposed to a foreign foe, which was the 
ease when France was the object of attack. 
Then Federalists and Republicans were united. 
After this we assumed a different attitude to- 
wards both France and Great Britain; but in the 
'same terms of impartiality, we authorized the 
| President to say to France, if you will rescind 
po decrees, violating our neutral rights, we’ 
| will revive the non-importation part of the non- 
intercoutse law against your rival Great Britain, 
; provided she should not also cease to violate our” 
neutral rights by a repeal of her orders; we aw~ 
thorized the President to use the very same iden- 
tical Janguage to Great Britain, that if you will 
| cease to violate our neutral rights, we will revive 
our non-importation system against your enemy 
France, provided she should not follow your ex- 
_ample. This was said to France and to Great 
| Britain in the spirit of conciliation and sincerity. 
France accepts the proposition ; but itis rejected 
| by Great Britain, which aeceptance on the part 
of France, and the extinguishment of her orders, 


matic provision vesting the President with power | so far as they violated our neutral rights, was 
to suspend its operation as to the belligerents | announced by the President’s proclamation, and 
when they should cease to violate our neutral | the non-intercourse revived against Great Brit- 
rights. ‘ain, Under these circumstances Congress con- 


The offer was made; it was rejected by France, 
and her depredations incréased. Great Britain 
accepted the offer, which produced the arrange- 
ment with Mr. Erskine. 

Erskine’s arrangement was executed with fidel- 
ity on the part of the Executive of the United 
States. The proclamation which announced the 


vened, but I looked in vain for resolutions of ap- 
probation of the President’s conduct. The re- 
peal of the French decrees was doubted, and the 
| gentleman from Virginia was the first to intro- 
| duce his resolution to repeal the non-importation 
revived against England by the President’s proe- 
Jamation, and with that repeal the proclamation ; 





arrangement suspended the non-intercourse as to | and now, when it is not denied by a single indi- 
Great Britain, and it continued as to France. | vidual that the Berlin and Milan decrees are so 
Under these circumstances Congress convened at | modified as to cease to violate our neutral rights, 
their extra session. It was a new era for oppo- | we find the same opposition to measures against 
sition. The day of jubilee was announced—no | Great Britain, and the same opposition to France, 
gloom, every countenance smiled, every heart | as if no arrangement had been made. I might 
seemed glad; parties were forgotten ; war with | ask why this opposite conduct under the same 
France and peace with England dawned upon us. | kind of arrangement, growing out of an act of 
We were ali Americans, and the gentleman from) Congress, and under the same solemnities of 
Virginia introduced a resolution approbating the | plighted faith on the part of this Government. 
fidelity of the President in’ discharging his high | Under the arrangement with Great Britain we 





duties'to the’nation. A real friend to that indi- 
vidual who presides over our destinies by’ our 
consent, I was happy to find his political enemies 
acknowledging his wisdom, his impartiality, and 
his integrity. I knew the President had dis- 
charged his trust faithfully. Though I followed 
in the rear ranks, I did not interrupt this new 
order of things. But our retrograde movement 
from the embargo to the nun-intercourse and 
Erskine’s arrangement went to London at nearly 
the same time; the English Ministry perfidiously 
rejected that arrangement which had been exe- 
cuted on our part, and which was so advanta- 
geous to Great Britain; the Orders in Council, 
so good a shield for plunder, were considered of 
more value than our non-intercourse. I will not 
dwell upon the scene this disavowal produced, 
nor upon the attempt to censure the President 


are united against France. But under the ar- 
rangement with France we behold disunion 
again—each ‘man takes his party rank. How 
does this prove partiality to France? Does not 
the charge ill grace the lips of those who oppose 
these measures ? for no man has denied the sim- 
ilarity in the two arrangements. Inthe compact 
with England we agreed to repeal the non-inter- 
course as to her, and continue it as to France, if 
; she would repeal the Orders in Council; so with 
France, we agreed to revive the non-intercourse 
against Great Britain if France would cease to 
violate our neutral rights, leaving all other sub- 
jects to negotiation. France was not required as 
a sine qua non to make good the damages for 
spoliations. Nor was Great Britain required as 
a sine qua non to relinquish her iniquitous sys- 
tem of blockade, of impressment, the liberation 
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of our seamen, and a remuneration for captures | and disgusting recital to others; but considera- 
and condemnation—these topics were left to ne- | tions of this kind should not induce an omission 
gotiation. of duty. Great sensibility. has existed against 
The British Minister has insinuated that we | the wanton eapture and condemnation of our 
have suffered our commerce to be moulded by | vessels and cargoes. An inroad upon the colo- 
France to the annoyance of the British trade,| nial trade produced universal clamor; spirited 
and attempts have been made to conjure up the | complaints were jorwarded, with pledges of honor 
idea of an alliance with’ France against Great |and property to oppose the robbery. But the 
Britain, because we have made arrangements | number and enormity of these aggressions have 
with France that our neutral rights shall be re- | blunted the feelings of sensibility, or the back- 
garded. The idea of analliance is as idle asit| wardness of the Government has induced the 
is unfounded. Thank Heaven we are under no| sufferers to moan their loss without an appeal to 
obligations to any Power to-go to war, nor to| our justice. The newspapers have become vebi- 
continue that war after the objects for which we! cles of complaint, and the only noters of Brit- 
contend shall be accomplished.” The non-impor- | ish piracies, and the office of State is no longer 
tation law is the cause of complaint with Great | troubled’with reading the cold details. But to 
Britain, and she knows if the Orders in Council | lump this business: about twenty-eight years have 
and her blockade of May. were repealed, that | elapsed since the commencement of the British 
our non-importation law wauid cease to operate | spoliations. Suppose the vessels and cargoes 
against her. But instead of this, sir, every day | captured and condemned within that period con- 
our merchant ships fall a prey to the Orders in | trary to public Jaw could be collected together in 
Council, and we are menaced’ with retaliation | the Potomac, it would present to the mind a stri- 
for the non-importation, which does not capture | king evidence of the justice of our complaints; 
and condemn British ships and cargoes, but pre- | you would find it difficult to find safe anchorage 
vents the importation of British property into| for these vessels from the Eastern Branch to 
our markets. Alexandria—ten miles distant, and the brick wall 
In the year 1777 the United. States entered | which encloses the navy yard would not furnish 
into a treaty of alliance with the King of France; }a sufficient warehouse for the property; and to 
the first article binds the parties to make the} carry on this supposition, if a convocation of the 
cause of quarrel.a common cause. The inde- | real sufferers in these aggressions could be effect- 
pendence of the United States is the guarantee | ed, a great multitude would animate this desert 
of the second article, and the eighth binds the | city. The list of bankruptcies should likewise 
parties to continue the war until peace should be | be produced ; you would bring the sufferers from 
restored with each nation, and a treaty was-to be | every part of the United States. 
made by common consent alone. This is an ex-| In this group we should see every. kind of im- 
ample of an alliance, such a one as I hope we | porting, wholesaleand retail merchant—the farmer 
shall never have with’ France in the present un- | who raised the produce, the mechanic who worked 
defined and bloody conflict of ambitious domina-| up the raw material, the ship owners, the ship- 
tion. I never wish to see an alliance with any | carpenter and his numerous host of journeymen, 
nation. It'is known to the world that we have | the creditors of each class; and at the heels of 
nothing to do with the European wars; and Eng- | these people you might introduce the constables 
land knows that if she ceases to violate our neu-jand sheriffs with their executions, and the tax 
tral rights, commercial intercourse would be re- | gatherers; and if silenee was supposed to be or- 
stored, and that her many transgressions would | dered for the complaints of ‘each class to be heard, 
be left to further negotiation; that, however, | we should find in the commercial class a distin- 
would not be the only requisition if left to my | guished orator from Boston, pleading the cause of 
vote. The gentleman has also adverted to that | the merchant; so from New York, one.from Bal- 
part of the President’s Message which speaks of | timore, Philadelphia, and Charleston. Thus Brit- 
our relations with France, France is no doubt | ish aggressions would be visually and mentally 
unfriendly in her rigorous municipal regulations ; | unfolded to the view, and doubts could no longer 
the President has recommended retaliation, and | be entertained of its enormity. 
who will refuse to take those measures? I shall} Buta stranger to these outrages would be sur- 
not. Mention has also been made of the riot at| prised to be told, that this was a’ secondary class 
Savannah ; that transaction has two sides to it. I | of injuries; upon which the subject of impressment 
have read both of them ; I fear something is rot- | should be introduced to his view. About twenty 
ten in Denmark, 1 will not judge, however, be- | years have elapsed since the commencement of 
fore the facts are correctly known, this infernal practice—this outrage upon the honor 
But in the zeal to speak of French insult and | of our flag, and this attack upon the personal lib- 
injury, it-was to be regretted that the talents of | erty and personal security of American citizens. 
the gentleman from Virginia were not engaged| The number of native and naturalized seamen 
upon the subject of our impressed seamen and | impressed from our merchant vessels and seduced 
commercial aggressions by Great Britain. Hej] from our merchant service, cannot be estimated 
must not be surprised if these subjects should | at less than fifty thousand during this period of 
be omitted. ; twenty years, and retained in bondage during 
To attempt an enumeration of these aggres- | life, or who have escaped by desertion or the in- 
sions would be a laborious task to me—a painful | terference of our Government. The condition of 
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these fifty thousand men has been more intoler- | 
able than that of the malefactor in the penitenti- | 
ary or work-house.. Who-could detail the misery. | 
of these men? Whocould number the stripes | 
inflicted upon their naked skin at the yard-arm | 
by a second lieutenant’or midshipman? Who. 
could enumerate the ignominious scars left by | 
the cat-o-nine-tails? This scourge, this infamous | 
practice, does not fall alone upon the unfortunate | 
tar, the hard yseaman—convoke the fathers, moth- 
ers, brothers, sisters, wives, and children of these | 
victims of maritime despotism, and hear from them | 
their tale of sorrow, and let an hundred pens re- | 
cord their sighs and groans which ate now given | 
in vain to the idle wind. 

But to close this scene, the death of Robert | 
Howell will show the connexion of this infamy ' 
with national honor. 

Itis well authenticated that a number of Ameri- 
can citizens were serving on board the British | 
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in review before us, and examples of greater he- 
roism cannot be quoted, than shall be performed 
in battle by our officers and soldiers, military, and 
naval, and marine. The deeds of their ancestors 
would be before them ; glory would animate their 
bosoms, and love of country would nerve the heart 
to deeds of mighty fame. If, therefore,. thére 
should not be a diminution of respect for those 
who entertain an opinion so degrading to our 
army, it should at least be understood that such 
opinions do not lessen the confidence due to those 
who faithfully serve their country, and who 
would Jay down their life for it. This reflection 
brings to memory the late memorable conflict 


| upon the Wabash. Governor Harrison pitched his 


tents near the Prophet’s town; and although this 
fanatic had his followers collected, and the Amer- 
can forces were anxious to finish work by.an open 
and day-light engagement. if there was a neces- 
sity to resort to arms, their impetuous valor was 


ship-of-war the Little Belt, during her engagement | easily stayed, whem they were informed that the 
with Commodore Rodgers—that these men, upon | while flag of peace was to be hoisted next morn- 
refusing to fight against their own country, were | ing, and the effusion of blood was to be spared. 
menaced with death—that during the engagement | But in the silent watches of the night, relieved 
acertain Robert Howell.of New York was wound- from the fatigues of valor, and slumbering under 
ed with a cannon ball, his whole thigh was shot | the perfidious promises of the savages, who were 
off—that just before his death, while in the act of | infuriated and made drunk by British traders, 
sending to some relation some token of remem- | dreaming of the tender smile of a mother, and the 
brance, a British officer inquired how he did—that ; fond embraces of affectionate wives, and of prat- 
Howell replied and told him he was dying, and | tling children upon their knees, on their return 
said “see to what you have brought me, to force | from the fatigues of a campaign !—the desttoyers 
me to fight against my brothers; my own country- | came with the silent instruments of death, the 


men have taken my life through your’ means,” 
Let the curtain drop and hide the body of How- 
ell from our sight! 

Thus twenty-eight years have elapsed, and the 
only remedy which we have attempted against 
these erying enormities has been negotiation and 
remonstrance. and so far from producing any bene- 
ficial effect, Great Britain has made new innova- 
tions and urged new pretensions, until the neutral 
rights of the United States are entirely destroyed. 
Let it not be forgotten, that for the abuses enume- 
rated war is not alone urged, but those practices 
now continue and are put in more rigorous exe- 
cution. We would agree to suffer the injuries 
inflicted for the sake of peace; but no principle of 
piracy is relinquished, nor is any abuse changed, 
and the United States are now the victims of this 
desvlating system. May the wrath of this nation 
kindle into a flame and bécome a consuming fire! 
Though slow to anger, may her indignation be 
like the rushing of mighty waters and the volca- 
nic eruptions of Hecla! 

The gentleman from Virginia has called the 
military regular forces mercenaries. ‘If by this 
appellation any reproach or degradation is in- 
tended, its justice and propriety is denied. In 
times like the present, when dangers thicken upon 
us, at the moment when we are compelled by 
most wanton tyranny upon the high seas, and upon 
land may be added, to abandon our peaceful hab- 
its for the din of arms, officers and soldiers in this 
country are governed by the noble feelings of pa- 
triotism and of valor. The history.of the world 
may be ransacked ; other nations may be brought 





war club, the scalping knife, the tomahawk, and 
the bow and arrow; with these they penetrate 
into the heart of our forces—they enter the tents 
of our officers—many close their eyes in death— 
it was a‘trying moment for the rest of our heroes, 
but they were equal to the dreadful occasion. The 
American forces flew to arms; they rallied atthe 
voice of their officers, and soon checked the work 
of death. The savages were successively and 
successfully charged and driven until day-light, 
when they disappeared like the mist of morning. 
In this dreadful conflict many were killed and 
wounded on both sides ; and the volunteers and the 
regiment under Colonel Boyd acted and fought 
with equal bravery and to their immortal honor, 
The volunteers from Kentucky were men of valor 
and worth—young men of hopeful prospects, and 
married men of reputation and intelligence, gov- 
erned by no mercenary views—honor prompted 
them to serve theircountry. Some of these fallen 
heroes were my acquaintances. my friends: one 
not the least conspicuous lived in my district— 
Colonel Owens; Colonel Daviess, a neighbor. 
| You, Mr. Speaker, know the worth of some of 
these men; and [| regret that you are notin my 
place to speak their praise. So long as the re- 
cords of this transaction remain, the 9th of No- 
vember will not be forgotten, and time shail only 
brighten the fame of the deeds of our army, and 
a tear shall be shed for those who have fallen. 
But the loss will not be felt by the public alone: 
the friends of their social hours will regret their 
loss; the widow will mourn her disconsolate situ- 
ation; the orphan shall cry, for the return of his 
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father. in vain; and the mother carry her sorrow | the American merchant pays three .per cent, op 
tothegrave. Let this ornamented hall be clothed | the duties to the United States, obtains the profits 
with the symbols of mourning, although our army | on the freight of thirty millions of dollars, anq 
proved vietorious in war; and to their memory | furnishes a market for American productions to 
let a monument be erected in the hearts of a grate-| the same amount. The honorable gentleman 
ful country. from Virginia said, that that little spot in Mary- 
Mr. Wricut.—Mr. Speaker. I must beg the | land, Baltimore, which was well fortified and 
indulgence of the House while I deliver my opin- | secure from an attack, had unbounded influence ; 
ion on the subject now under consideration, the | “that the lords‘of Baltimore” governed the Rep. 
most important that has been submitted to the | resentatives of Maryland in their votes on this 
Congress of the United States. I, sir, shall take | subject. No, sir; every district of Maryland so}- 
the liberty of vatying the question from the hon- | emnly protests against submission to any foreign 
orable member from Virginia, (Mr. Ranpotpn,) | Power, and I have no doubt will: approve the 
who yesterday considered it a question of peace | votes of their members on this floor, “ to prepare 
or war. I shall consider it as a question of war | for war.” or for war itself, rather than submis- 
or submission, dire alternatives, of which, how-| sion. Baltimore, by the industry and commer- 
ever, I trust no honest American can hesitate in | cial enterprise of her citizens, has grown out of 
choosing, when the question is correctly stated | the sea into a great commercial city, has diffused 
and distinctly understood. The gentleman from | the benefits of commerce: into every section of 
Virginia contends that it is a dispute about the | the State, by making a great demand for the pro- 
carrying trade, brought on us by the cupidity of | ducts of our soil and industry, and a consequent 
the American merchants, in which the farmer | increase of price, whereby er foot of land in 
and planter have little interest; that he will not | Maryland is made more valuable, and whereby 
consent to tax his constituents to earry on a war | the interest of every part of the State is identi- 
for it; that the enemy is catalacssble on the | fied with theirs; for this she is justly entitled to 
“mountain wave,” the element of our wrongs, | our respect. But, sir, she has no occasion to in- 
but should they violate the “natale solum,” he | fuse her patriotic fire—so pre-eminent in the case 
would point all the energies of the nation and }-of the Chesapeake—into the Representatives of 
avenge the wrong. Was that gentleman stricken | Maryland. They know the wishes of their con- 
on thernose by a man so tall that he could not | stituents, and will most certainly obey them. 
reach his nose, I strongly incline to think his| Mr. Speaker, I hope if the gentleman from 
manly pride would not permit him to decline the} Virginia will not defend the carrying.of foreign 
conflict. Sir, the honorable member is-incorrect | articles, he will defend the carrying the products 
in his premises, and, of course, in his conclusions. | of our own soil, a right most disgracefully vio- 
1 will endeavor to convince him of this, and | lated. When our own citizens have been carry- 
shall be gratified if I can enlist his talents on the | ing provisions—the produce of their own soil, in 
side of a bleeding country. Sir, the violations of | their own ships—to feed the armies of England, 
the commercial rights of which we complain do | and her allies on the continent of Europe, they 
not-only embrace the carrying trade, properly so | have been captured on their homeward-bound 
called, but also the carrying of the products of | passage, on their own coast, and condemned ina 
our own soil, the fruits of our own industry; | British Court of Admiralty. If this does not in- 
these, although injurious only to our property, | spire him, yet I am not without hopes that when 
are just causes of war. But, sir, the impressment |} he reflects on the impressment of our native 
of our native seamen is a stroke at the vitals of | American seamen, while carrying the products 
liberty itself, and although it does not touch the | of our own industry to market, thousands of 
“natale solum,” yet it enslaves the “nativos | whom, at this moment, are languishing under the 
Silios”—the native sons of America; and, in the | ignominious scourge, on board the internal float- 
ratio that liberty is preferable to property, ought | ing castles of Great Britain, he will feel like an 
to enlist the patriotic feelings of that honorable | American, devoted to avenge their wrongs. He 
membef, and make his bosom burn with that | has said, that if Great Britain had an agency in 
holy-fire that inspired the patriots of the Revolu- | exciting the Indians to the massacre of the troops 
tion. /under Governor Harrison, he would avenge it. 
Sir, the carrying trade—by which I mean the / Sir, can he then feel less bound to avenge the 
carrying articles the growth, produce, or manu-| slavery and death of American impressed sea- 
facture of a foreign clime—except articles con- | men, committed directly by Britons themselves, 
traband of war—is as much the right of the/ than the death of citizens by the savages through 
American people as the carrying the products of | a British agency ? ‘I should like to hear him ex- 
their own soil, and is not only, secured: by the law | ercise his logical talent in the discrimination of 
of nations, but by.the positive provisions of the | these cases, which, however profound, would, [ 
British Treaty. To as, sir, it is an all-important | presume, be ineffectual to that purpose. Sir, the 
rip We import from the West Indies, annu- | impressment of American seamen is of ancient 
ally, property to the amount of forty millions of | date. The outrage was remonstrated against by 
dollars, for which we pay in the products of our} our‘WasuineTon, and by every Adminstration 
own svil; of this, ten millions only are consumed | since, and every diplomatic’energy, in every Ad- 
in the United, States, and the surplus thirty mil-| ministration, exerted to puta stop to this infa- 
lions are exported to foreign countries, on which | mous practice, in vain. 
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Mr. Speaker, I ask honorable gentlemen if we | vocate of our violated rights—Dunmore issued a 
are not bound by the most solemn ties to protect | proclamation inviting the negroes to his standard ; 
our seamen by all the lawful means we possess @ | to cut the throais of their masters; and promised 
[haye ever considered that protection and alle-|thema pardon. This fact, | know, from having 
giance were reciprocal obligations—the counter- | presented that proclamation to a court at North- 
narts of each other; that the protection of the | ampton in Virginia, to induce them-to commute 
citizen in his liberty was secured to him by the| the punishment of death, passed on some of the 
Constitution, and every member of the Govern- | victims of his perfidy, to working in the mines; 
ment bound by oath to support that Constitution, | which they did. I will next remind the gentle- 
securing to him‘ that right. I ask, should an | man of the speech of Lord Dorchester to the In- 
impressed American seaman who had been for | dians after the peace, in which he advises them 
seven years under the lash, and whom we had, | to use the tomahawk and scalping-knife, where- 
during that time neglected, be. indicted for high | by numbers of the inhabitants of the frontiers, 
treason "when found, with our enemies, in arms | of all ages, sexes, and conditions, were sacrificed. 
against us—should he plead ae that fact, | This was the cause cf the Indian war that shortly 
would it avail him? And if it would not, how | after took place. This fact was attested. by the 
can we neglect to protect him in his liberty, se- | newspapers of the day, which had universal 
cured by the social compact which we are bound | credit. 
by oath to execute? Mr. Speaker, it is well| These cases go to prove that the principles that 
known that my sympathies have always been-| ought to govern civilized nations have, at all 
enlisted for this hardy and valuable class of our | times, been totally disregarded by the officers and 
fellow-citizens, who, though poor, yet as “ honest , agents of that Government. After these .cases, 
tars,” proverbially, ina peculiar manner are en-| we shall feel little hesitation in believing there 
ited to our protection. was a British agency in the case of the massacre 

Sir, we all recollect the capture of the Phila- | by the Prophet’; troops on Governor  Harrison’s 
delphia by the Turks, and we can never forget | detachment, when the circumstances relied on 
how the news of so many of our fellow-citizens | are duly considered. At the late great council 
being subjected to Turkish bondage, in a moment | with Governor Harrison, the chiefs of many 
soelectrified the sympathies‘of the American peo- | tribes were convened, all of whom. except Te- 
ple that a squadron was, without delay, despatehed | cumseh, the Prophet’s brother, in their speeches 
to the Mediterranean, and.a large sum of money | avowed their friendly dispositions, and devotion 


voted for their ransom. But, sir, the murder-of | to peace with the United States. Tecumseh, 
| Pierce, in our own waters; the killing of our cit- | who, with a number of his tribe, came from Fort 


izens in the Chesapeake ; the hanging of Wilson | Malden, in Canada, declared his hostile inten- 


in cold blood, taken out of that ship by violence ; | tions against the United States, left the council 
| 


and the very recent case of the American citi- | with that avowed intention, and returned again 
zen impressed into the “Little Belt” and com-| to Fort Malden. Shortly after this, the Shaw- 
pelled to fight against his own countrymen, and | anees assembled a large body in arms in the 
who was killed in that action, are fresh in our | Indiana Territory, under the Prophet, and com- 
recollection. And if these outrages, which cry | mitted the assault on the troops of Governor 
aloud for vengeance, do not animate you, I fear | Harrison, though they have paid for their temer- 
the sacred fire that inspired your fathers in the | ity. This, 1 trust, connected as it is with the im- 
Revolution is nearly extinguished, and the liberty | morality, and extraordinary pretensions of that 
of their degenerate sons in jeopardy. | Government at this crisis, will satisfy, not only 
Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Virginia has | the gentleman from Virginia, but this House, of 
declared that, if he could believe that the late | a British agency in the case. 
massacre of the troops,in the attack on Governor | But to divert our attention from the wrongs of 
Harrison by the Indians, under the Prophet, was | which we complain, the gentleman from Virginia 
the effect of British agency, he would unite with ; tells us that our own restrictive system has un- 
us, heart and hand, and personally assist toavenge | done us; that our cotton is reduced to seven cents, 
the bloody deed.. I feel a confidence, that, if the | and our tobacco to nothing. Sir, there are now 
gentleman will attend to the circumstances of | no-restrictions to the exportation of these articles, 
this case, and take a retrospective view of the | and if that had been the cause, on its removal the 
conduct of the- British Government, he will feel | effect would have ceased with it. No, sir, weare 
no doubt of the fact. I will take the liberty of-| to look for the cause of the reduction of the prices 
pointing the gentleman’s attention to some of the | of our cotton and tobacco in the political and 
prominent features of that Government, which | commercial history of Europe. The price of cot- 
will go far in establishing that fact. When Dun- | ton depends on the demand for the manufactures 
more, Governor of Virginia in 1775, found it ne- | of that article; the English-made cottons depend- 
cessary to quit the seat of government, and go on | ed on the continental markets, from which the 
board the fleet for safety from the Revolutionary | British manufactures are excluded. The price of 
vengeance of the patriots of Virginia—at a period, | tobacco never was materially varied by the con- 
too, when the Americans were suing for justice | sumption in England, but depended on the for- 
by their humble petitions to the King and Parlia-| eign demand from Great Britain, which, by their 
ment; and when that Chatham; the gentleman | exclusion ftom the continent, is almost entirely 
from Virginia has so highly extolled, was the ad+ | arrested. Sir, if we examine, with candor, the 
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cause of the reduction of the prices of these arti- 
cles, we shall find that the retaliatory system of 
the two great belligerents produced it: “The Brit- 
ish proclamation blockading system,” of 1806, in- 
duced the continental blockade of.1807, and ulti- 
mately the interdiction of all articles the growth. 
produce, or minufacture of Great. Britain to the 
Continent. 

America; ever faithful to herself determined 
to preserve a state of neutrality. and not to com- 
mit her destinies with either of the great belli- 


gerents who were deciding the rise and fall of: 


empires, by the sword, and recording their desti- 
nies in blood. Our policy was peace, and in this 
we persevered with a degree of equanimity un- 
exampled in the annals of the world: nor, sir, 
was the non-intercourse act, now so violently 
complained of by Great Britain, marked with the 
slightest shade of partiality.. By that act, at the 
same time, and, as it were, “uno flatu,” we offered 
to both nations the same terms, agreed not to im- 
port any articles, the growth, produce, or manu- 
facture, of the other, her colonies or dependencies, 
on either revoking their edicts violating our neu- 
tral commerce, unless they should, within three 
months thereafter, revoke their edicts. The Em- 
peror of the French did revoke his decrees, but 
the British did not revoke their Orders in Coun- 
cil within the three months, but Congress, in her 
peaceful policy, by a law, invited her, and au- 
thorizéd her to do it at any time; so that, infact, 
she may be considered as fixing the restrictions 
of which she complains, on herself, as she has it 
in her power to remove them at her will and 
pleasure. 

Sir, the monstrous pretensions insisted on by 
her Minister, near the United States, were not 
less exceptionable in their matter. However, the 
American Minister, in a style and manner that 
did honor to his head and his heart, detected 
and exposed their fallacies, and placed the Uni- 
ted States on that high ground her just.elaims 
entitled her to hold, and gave a celebrity to that 
State paper, that it will be quoted with pride by 
the American Statesthan, as the mirror of British 
insolence. 

Mr. Speaker, I regret that the gentleman from 
Virginia should ascribe to gentlemen of the West, 
a disposition for war, with a view to raise the 
price of their hemp; or to the gentlemen of the 
North, with a view to raise the price of their 
beef and flour. These, sir, are selfish motives, 
and such I eannot, for a moment, believe, will be 
taken into consideration ; they will, with every 
other section of the Union, unite in deciding it 
on its merits; they will count the wrongs we 
have sustained ; they will reflect that the honor, 
the interest, and the very independence, of the 
United States, is directly attacked; they will, as 
guardians of the nation’s rights, agreeably to the ad- 
viceof the Administration; “ put the United States 
intoan armor and an aftitude demanded by the cri- 
sis, and correspondent with the national spirit and 
expectations ;” they will prepare to chastise the 
wrongs of the British Cabinet, which’ the Presi- 
dent tells us, “have the character as well as the 
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effect of war,on our commercial rights, which 
no independent nation can relinquish,” The 

will decide with the President, the Executive or. 
gan of the nation’s will, “that these wrongs are 
no longer to be endured.” They will decide wit) 
the Committee of Foreign Relations, * that for. 
bearance longer .to'repel“these wrongs has ceased 
to be a virtue,” and, l hope they will decide with 
me, that’submission is a crime; and, sir, if they 
will examine a document on that table, I mean 
the returns of the twelfth Congress, and compare 
them with the eleventh, they will find nearly one 
half of the eleventh Congress removed. This, sir, 
may correctly be considered as the sentence of 
the nation against the doctrine of submission ; i 
is certainly an expression of the nation’s will, in 
a language not to be’misunderstood, and too se. 
rious in its application not to be respected. We 
have also, sir, the expression of Maryland, through 
her Senate, who unanimously approved the spir- 
ited. resolutions, introduced by the late Governor, 
who did not suffer his exposed situation, so alarm- 
ing, in the opinion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, to deter him from doing his duty. We 
have also, sir, the resolutions of the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania, an honest test of their non-sub- 
mission principles, Mr. Speaker, | cannot forbear 
the remark that, while the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia ascribes, to the West and to the North in- 
terested motives, he confesses that the situation 
of the blacks in the State he represents, impressed 
as they are with the new French principles of 
liberty, and their desire for the fraternal hug, are 
seriously to be feared; that these new principles 
have been taught them by the pedlers from the 
East, who, while they sell their trinkets, incul- 
cate these doctrines.. He suffers his fears for the 
State he represents, in the event of a war, on ac- 
count of the blacks, to interest him; and had he 
not told us that, if the “natale solum” was touch- 
ed, or that, if there was a British agency in the 
late attack on Governor Harrison, he would go to 
war, I should, have been ready to conclude that, 
as the state of the blacks would be a permanent 
objection, bo cause could occur that would in- 
duce him to go to war. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Virginia says, 
he expects to be charged with being under Brit- 
ish influence; however, he disregarded it. | as- 
sure him I shall not be one of his accusers ; [| be- 
lieve him governed by himself, and influenced by 
pure American motives, and that, if he saw the 
subject as I do, his bosom would burn with the 
same sacred fire to avenge our wrongs ; and were 
I to hear him charged in his absence with British 
influence, I should repel it, notwithstanding he 
has told us, in a prideful manner, that he had de- 
scended from British ancestors; that, from a 
Shakspeare he had formed his taste, from a Locke 
his mind, from.a Chatham his politics, from 
a Sydney his patriotism, from a Tillotson his 
religion. Mr. Speaker, had I been that honcr- 


able member, I should have boasted a nobler | 


line of ancestry ; 1 should have claimed my 
descent from the beardless Powhatan, and the 
immortal Pocahontas; and I should have taken 
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as models, from my own State, a Henry for my | arms from Turkish slavery, perform a prodigy of 
eloquence, a Jefferson for my politics,a Wash- | valor unexampled in the pages of history. It has 
ington for my patriotism, and a Madison, or ra- | been honorably recorded in the archiyes of Con- 
ther the Oracles of Revelation, for my religion. | gress; and their monuments in the Navy Yard will 
But, sir, | am_ myself so much a Roman, that I | ever be dear to American seamen, and an evidence 
can truly say, in their language, of the. magnanimity-of the naval officers who at 
“Aut genus aut proavos, aut qua non fecimus ipse, their own expense erécted them, and who, in a 
vz éa nostra voce.” war for their impressed brother tars, I have no 
ware doubt would distinguish themselves whenever an 
“ Honor and shame from no condition rise, . ; ted itself 

Act well your part, there all the honor lies.” meek preene 3 tk 
: 7m ut, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Virginia 
Sir, the charge of foreign influence, and the re-| could he be reconciled to a war and a regular 
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crimination of one political party by the other, | army, would have, as he tells us, insuperable dif- 
| are unpleasant things. I should-rejoice to see | ficulties on account ofa commander-in-chief. He 
; the curtain of oblivion drawn over them, and all says we have no WasHINGTON, and that our pres- 
' uniting under the nobler distinction of American. | ent chieftain is an acquitted felon. Sir,our Wasu- 


I, sir, feel it due to the Federalists of Maryland | ;yeron was little known at the commencement 


| to declare that, when the outrage was committed | of the Revolution, nor after he was known could 
| on the Chesapeake, they expressed an equal zeal| his distinguished character secure him against 


to avenge the wrong, and to volunteer their-ser-| jntrigues to remove him from the command of 
vices under the standard of their common coun-| the Army; however, they fortunately failed. I 
iry. Nor, sir, can I, fromthe pleasing aspect this | am truly sorry, sir, that the delicacy of the situa- 


, House presented when acting on the first resolu- | tion of the gentleman from Virginia, and the more 


tion, feel.a doubt that they will, on all proper oc-| delicate, situation of General Wilkinson, (now 


_casions, zealously co-operate in protecting the under a trial by a court martial, ) had not restrained 


solid interests of this country, to which their des-| his invectives. In such a case the press is muz- 
linies are,committed. zled, nor ought such freedom of speech to be in- 
Sir, I sincerely regret that the gentleman from | dulged in this House. 
Virginia should treat, with so much freedom, that I hope I shall be excused for presenting the 
class of society, which, in case of a war, must! resolutions of that Congress, who were distin- 
make the standing army. It was illy calculated guished in history as “a constellation of worth- 
to aid the recruiting service, to call them“ the les,” testing the early, the active, and distinguish- 
scourings Of the seaports, to be collected by the | ed services of General Wilkinson,a native of Ma- 
scavengers of the army,” “the engines of despot- ryland, with whom I have long been acquainted. 
ism,” ever dangerous to liberty. This could | In November 6, 1777,it was 
have no good effect. That there is a mixed soci- “ Resolved, That Colonel James Wilkinson, Adjutant 
ety in the seaports I admit—adventurers from all | General of the Northern Army, in consideration of his 
nations—but the great mass of our people aretruly | services in that department, and being strongly recom- 
respectable; and I trust the honesty of their‘ prin- | mended by General Gates, as a gallant officer, and a 
ciples is not to be measured by any standard of | promising military genius ; and having brought the des- 
wealth. The usual bounty and pay, with the| patches to Congress giving an account of the surrender 
160 acres of land, and the love of their country, | of Lieutenant General Burgoyne and his army, on the 
will induce our respectable young men to enlist ; | 17th October last, be continued in his present employ- 
they will never suffer those rights, their inheri- | ment, with a brevet of Brigadier General of the Army 
tance, purchased by the blood of their fathers of | of the United States.” 
the Revolution, to be lost by thedegeneracy of their} In November 6, 1778, Congress proceeded to the 
sons. I wish gentlemen, when they speak of the | election of a Secretary to the Board of War and 
soldiery, would recollect how they came intothis | Ordnance, and, the ballots. being taken, James 
House, and by whose blood the independence of | Wilkinson, Esq., was elected. Again, on the 6th 
the United States was purchased. Sir, if they | March, 1778, we find this record of his patriotism 
will examine their wn history; they will find that | and magnanimity: 
= ry 18 9 meee by the poor in the ra-|  « A Jetterof the 3d, from James Wilkinson, was read, 
lo of sixty-four to four, the number of privates | xetting forth, ‘that he is informed the marked distinc- 
when compared with the officers ; and, indeed, tion conferred on him has occasioned a dissatisfaction 
they will find that many of the best officers were | in the Army;’ that, ‘to obviate any embarrassment 
poor. Sir, we know many of.the privates of that | that may result from the disposition by the consequent 
army who are now among the most respectable | resignation of officers of merit, he begs leave to relin- 
of our citizens. quish his brevet of Brigadier, wishing to hold no com- 
_ Sir, have we forgotten the disinterested patriot- | mission, unless he can wear it to the honor and advan- 
ism of a Paulding, a Williams, and a Vanwert, | tage of his country; and that his conduct, however 
who conducted Andre to the gibbet ? They were | repugnant to fashionable ambition, he finds consisteat 
poor, but honest—gold could not corrupt them. | with those principles for which he early drew his sword 
Mr. Speaker, the same patriotism that inspired:| m the present contest.” : pS 
their fathers, yet inspires their sons. We have,| “ Resolved, That his resignation be accepted. 
with national pride, seen a Somers, a Wads- Here is a record of his having distinguished 
worth, and an Israel, to liberate their brothers in | himself in his early youth, in the opinion of Con- 
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gress, who presented him a sword, which he wore 
with distinction to the end of the war. 

Mr. Speaker, we find him afterwards in the con- 
fidence of the great Wasnincron, when Presi- 
dent of the United States, whose penetration and 
knowledge of him’ taught him to appreciate his 
worth; whose confidence he retained till his death. 
We find him in the confidence of every Admin- 
istration—the favorite of his couhtry—until he 
nipped Burr’s treason in the bud, and had brought 
the traitor nearly to the gibbet, and-had sent on 
a number of choice spirits, cofinected with him 
in the work of treason, to be dealt with aecording 
to their crimes—an offence of too deep a dye ever 
to be forgiven by them and their powerful friends. 
Hence, although he received the approbation of 
his Government, and the plaudits of a grateful 
country, he drew down upon himself a train of 
persecutors and slandérers, of whose history you 
are well informed ; of whom I have no hesitation 
in saying, that, if they were prosecuted for their 
forgeries and perjuries with half the zeal that he 
has been persecuted, I really believe would not be 
called acquitted felons. Sir, was the gentleman 
from Virginia correctly informed on the subject, 
such are my impressions of his magnanimity and 
justice, that he would be enrolled with the friends 
of the General, and that he would consign his per- 
secutors and accusers to the obloquy they so justly 
merit. 

But, sir, from a militia of nearly eight hundred 
thousand, we can never be ata loss to create a 
regular army of thirty or forty thousand ; nor, sir, 
can our liberties ever be endangered by that army, 
while we have an armed militia of seven hundred 
thousand, composed at least of as good materials ; 
nor, sir, can we be at a loss for a commander of 
that army, even should General Wilkinson be 
slandered out of the confidence of the nation. We 
certainly have patriots and soldiers of talent and 
enterprise, who would have the confidence of the 
nation, and who would lead her Army to honor 
and glory, and crown their arms with success. 

Mr. Cacuoon, after stating his desire to give 
his support to the report of thé committee of 
which he was a member, moved an adjournment 
on account of the lateness of thé hour ;’ which 
was carried. 





Tuurspay, December 12. 


Mr. Mircait presented a petition of Jacob 
Schieffelin and Son, of the city of New York, 
druggists, praying permission to import merchan- 
dises from the British island of Gaudaloupe, to 
the amount of debts owing to them by inhabitants 
of said island. 

Mr. M. also presented a petition of Ogden and 
Harrison, merchants, of the city of New York, 
piyies® special license to import from Great 

ritain a quantity of brass wire, to be used in the’ 
manufactory of pins,and in machinery for draw- 
ing wire. 

Mr. M. also presented a petition of Jabez Har- 
rison, merchant, of the city of New York, pray- 
ing permission to import from St. Johns, in the 


4705 


ee 


British province of New Brunswick, sundry mer. & 


chandises, the sole property of the petitioner, 

Mr.’M. also presented a petition of sundry shi, 
owners, and inhabitants of the city of New York 
praying that the non-importation,act of the sec. 
ond of March last, may be so altered or amende; 
as to permit vessels returning from Great Britain, 
to ballast with coal instead of earth and stone 
which they are compelled, under the existing 
conditions of the said act, to use.—Referred sey. 
erally to the Committee of Commerce and Map. 
ufactures. 

The Speaker presented two petitions from th: 
Legislative Council and House of Representa. 
tives of the Mississippi Territory; one praying 
for an extension of the time for completing the 
payments on pre-emption rights to lands; the 
other praying that the said Territory may be 
erected into a'State and admitted into the Union, 
—Laid onthe table. 

The third reading of the bill from the Senate 
“for the relief ‘of Thomas O’Bannon,” was calle: 
for; when it was ordered to lie on the table. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The House resumed the consideration of th: 
report of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Catnoun.—Mr. Speaker: I understood the 
opinion of the Committee of Foreign Relation: 
differently from what the gentleman from Vir 
ginia (Mr. Ranpotpn) has stated to be his in- 
pression. I certainly understood that committe: 
as recommending the measures now before tl: 
House as a preparation for war; and such in fac: 
was its express resolve, agreed to, I believe, by 
every member except that gentleman, I do no 
attribute any wilful misstatement to him, bu 
consider it the effect of inadvertency or mistake. 
Indeed, the report could mean nothing but war o: 
empty menace. I hope no member of this Hous: 
is in favor of the latter. A bullying, menacing 
system has everything to condemn and nothing 
to recommend it; in expense, it is almost as con- 


siderable as war; it excites contempt abroad, ani F 


destroys confidenceat home. Menacesare seriou 
things; and, if we expect any good from them, 
they ought to be resorted to with as much caution 
and seriousness as war itself, and should, if not 
successful, be invariably followed by it. It was 
not the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Grunpy) 
that made this a war question. The resolve con- 
templates an additional regular force; a measure 
confessedly improper but as a preparation for war. 
but cnd@anaiiy necessary in that event. Sir, | 
am not insensible of the weighty importance 0! 
this question, for the first time submitted to this 
House, as a redress of our long list of complaints 
against one of the belligerents; but, according ( 
my mode of thinking on this subject, howeve! 
serious the question, whenever I am on its affirm 
ative side, my conviction must be strong and un 
alterable. War, in this country, ought never ‘0 
be resorted to but when it is clearly justifiable 
and necessary ; so much so, as not to require tle 
aid of logic to convince our reason, nor the ardo 
of eloquence to inflame our passions. There afé 
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a 
many reasons why this country should never re- 
sort to it but for causes the most urgent and ne- 
cessary. It is sufficient that, under a Govern- 
ment Nice ours, none but such will justify it in 
the eye of the nation; and were I not satisfied 
that such is the present case, I certainly would be 


' no advocate of the proposition now before the 
. House. 


Sir, [ might prove the war, should it ensue, 
justifiable, by the express admission of the gentle- 


' man from Virginia; and necessary, by facts ua- 
' doubted and universally admitted, such as that 


The 


gentleman did not pretend to controvert. 


- extent, duration, and character of the injuries re- 
' ceived; the failure of those peaceful means here- 
_ tofore resorted to forthe redress of our wrongs, is 
- my proof that it is necessary. Why shodld I men- 
tion the impressment of our seamen ; depredation 
| onevery branch of our commerce, including the 
| direct export trade, continued for years, and made 
. under laws which professedly undertake to regu- 
late our trade with other nations; negotiation 


resorted to time after time, till 1t is become hope- 
less; the restrictive system persisted into avoid 
war, and in the vain expectation of returning jus- 
tice? The evil still grows, and in each sueceed- 
ing year swells in extent and pretension beyond 
the preceding. The question, even in the opinion 
and admission of our opponents, is reduced to this 
single point—which shall we do, abandon or de- 
fend our own commercial and maritime rights, 
and the personal liberties of our citizens employ- 
ed in exercising them? These rights are essen- 
tially attacked, and war is the only means of re- 
dress. The gentleman from Virginia has sug- 
gested none—unless we consider the whole of his 
speech as recommending patient. and resigned 
submission as the best remedy. Sir, which alter- 
native this House ought to embrace, it is not for 
metosay. I hope the decision is made already, 
by a higher authority than the voice of any man. 
It is not for the human tongue to instill the sense 
of independence and honor. This is the work of 
hature—a generous nature, that disdains tame 
submission to wrongs. 

This part of the subject is so imposing, as to 
enforce silence even on the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. He dared not to deny his country’s wrongs, 
or vindicate the conduct of her enemy. 

Only one point of that gentleman’s argument 
had any, the most remote, relation to this point. 
He would not say we had not a good cause of 
war, but insisted that it was our duty to define 
that cause. If he means that this House ought, 
at this stage of the proceeding, or any other, to 
enumerate such violations of, our rights, as we are 
willing to contend for, he prescribes a course 
which neither good sense or the usage of nations 
warrants. When we contend, let us contend for 
all our rights; the doubtful and the certain, the 
unimportant and essential. It is as easy to strug- 
gle, or even more so, for the whole as a part. At 
the termination of the contest, secure all that our 
wisdom and vailor.and the fortune of the war will 
permit. This is the dictate of common sense; 
such also is the usage of nations. The single in- 
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stance alluded to, the endeavor of Mr. Fox to 
compe: Mr. Pitt to define the object of the war 
against France, will not support the gentleman 
from Virginia in his position. That was an ex- 
traordinary war for an extraordinary purpose, 
and could not be.\governed by the usual rules. 
It was not for conquest, or for redress of injury, 
but to impose a Government on France, which 
she refused to receive; an object so detestable. 
that an avowal dare not be made. Sir, here I 
might rest the question.. The affirmative of the 
proposition is established. I cannot but advert, 
however, to the complaint of the gentleman from 
Virginia the first time he was up on this question. 
He said he found himself reduced to the necessity 
of supporting the negative side of the question, 
before the affirmative was established. Let me 
tell that gentleman, that there is no hardship in 
his case. It is not every affirmative that ought 
to be proved. Were I to affirm the House isnow 
in session, Would it be reasonable to ask for proof ? 
He who would deny its truth, on him would be 
the proof of so extraordinary a negative, How, 
then, could the gentleman, after his admissions, 
with the facts before him and the nation, com- 
plain? The causes are such as to warrant; or 
rather make it indispensable in any nation not 
absolutely dependent to defend its rights by force. 
Let him, then, show the reasons why we ought 
not so to defend ourselves. On him, then, is the 
burden of proof. This he has attempted; he has 
endeavored to support his negative. Before I 
proceed to answer the gentleman particularly, let 
me call the attention of the House to one cireum- 
stance; that is, that almost the whole of his argu- 
ments consisted of an enumeration of evils al+ 
ways incident to war, however just and necessary; 
and that, if they have any force, it is calculated 
to produce unqualified submission to every spe- 
cies of insult and injury. I do not feel myself 
bound to answer arguments of the above descrip- 
tion; and if I should touch on them, it will be 
only incidentally, and not for the purpose of se- 
rious refutation. The first argument of the gen- 
tleman which I shall notice, is the unprepared 
state of the country. Whatever weight this ar- 
gument might have, in a question of immediate 
war, it surely has little in that of preparation for 
it. If our country is unprepared, let us remedy 
the evil as soon as possible. Let the gentleman 
submit his plan; and, if a reasonable one, I doubt 
not it will be supported by the House. But, sir, 
let us admit the fact and the whole force of the 
argument, I ask whose is the fault? Who has 
been a member for many years past, and has seen 
the defenceless state of his country even near 
home, under his own eyes, without a single en- 
deavor to remedy so serious an evil? Let him 
not say “I have acted in a minority.” It is no 
less the duty of the minority than a majority to 
endeavor to serve our country. For that purpose 
we are sent here, and not for that of opposition. 
We are next told of the expenses of the war, and 
that the people will not pay taxes. Why not? 
Is ita want of capacity? What, with one mil- 
lion tons of shipping, a trade of near 100,000,000, 
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manufactures of $150,000,000, and agriculture of 
thrice that amount, shall we be told the country 
wants capacity to raise and support ten thousand 
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we have to do with that subject. If the gentle. 
man ‘desires to repress the gallant ardor of oy; 


countrymen by such topics, let me inform him, 


or fifteen thousand additional’ regulars? No; it | that true courage regards only the cause—that j; 
has the ability, that is admitted; but will it not | is just and necessary—and that it despises the 
have the disposition? Is not the course a just | pain and danger of war. If he really wishes to 


and necessary one? Shall we, then, utter this 
libel on the nation? ~ Where will proof be found 
of a fact so disgraceful? It is said, in the history 
of the country twelve or fifteen years ago. The 
case is not parallel The ability of the country is 
greatly increased since. The object of that tax 
was unpopular. But on this, as well as my 
memory and almost infant observation at that 
time serve me, the objection was not to the tax, 
or its amount, but the mode of collection. The 
eye of the nation was frightened by the number 
of officers; its love of liberty shocked with the 
multiplicity of regulations. e, in the vile spirit 
of imitation, copied from the most oppressive part 
of European laws on that subject, and imposed 
on a young and virtuous nation all the severe 
provisions made necessary by corruption and long 
growing chicane. If taxes should become neces- 
sary, I do not hesitate to say the people will pay 
cheerfully. It is for their Government and their 
cause, and would be their interest and duty to 
pay. But it may be, and I believe was said, that 
the nation ‘will not pay taxes, because the rights 
violated are not worth defending, or that the de- 
fence will cost more than the profit. Sir, I here 
enter my solemn protest against this low and 
“calculating avarice” entering this hall of legis- 
lation. It is only fit for shops and counting- 
houses, and ought not to disgrace the seat of 
sovereignty by its squalid and vile appearance. 
Whenever it touches sovereign power, the nation 
is ruined. It is too’short-sighted to defend itself. 
It is an unpromising spirit, always ready to yield 
a part to save the balance. It is too timid to 
have in itself the laws of self-preservation. It is 
never safe but under the shield of honor. Sir, I 
only know of one principle to makea nation great, 
to produce in this country not the form but real 
spirit of union, and that is, to protect every citizen 
in the lawful pursuit of his business. He will 
then feel that he is backed by the Government; 
that its arm is his arms; and will rejoice in its 
increased strength and prosperity. Protection 
and patriotism are reciprocal. This is the road 
that all great nations have trod. Sir, I am not 
versed in this calculating policy; and will not, 
therefore, pretend to estimate in dollars and cents 
the value of national independence, or national 
affection. I cannot dare to measure, in shillings 
and pence, the misery, the stripes, and the slavery 
of our impressed seamen; nor even to value our 
shipping, commercial, and agricultural losses, un- 
der the Orders in Council and the British system 
of blockade. I hope I have not condemned any 
prudent estimate of the means of a country, be- 
tore it enters ona war. This is wisdom, the other 
folly. Sir, the gentleman from Virginia has not 
failed to touch on the calamity of war; that fruit- 
ful source of declamation, by which pity becomes 
the advocate of cowardice; but 1 know not what 





| 
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promote the cause of humanity, let his eloquence 
be addressed to Lord Wellesley or Mr. Perciya) 
and not the American Congress. Tell them, \; 
they persist in such daring insult and injury to q 
neutral nation, that, however inclined to peace, |: 
will be bound in honor and interest to resist ; tha 
their patience and benevolence, however great, 
will be exhausted; that the calamity of war wil 
ensue; and that they, in the Opinion of wounded 
humanity, will be answerable for all its devasta. 
ticn and misery. Let melting pity, a regard t 
the interest of humanity, stay the hand of injus. 
tice, and, my life on it, the gentleman will no 
find it difficult to call off his country from the 
bloody scenes of war. 

We aré next told of the danger of war! I le. 


Jieve we are all ready to acknowledge its hazari 


and accidents; hut I cannot think we have any 
extraordinary danger to contend with, at least so 
much as to watrant an acquiescence in the inju- 
ries we have received. On the contrary, 1 believe 
no war can be less dangerous to internal peace, 
or national existence. But, we are told of the 
black population of the South. As far as the gen- 
tleman from Virginia speaks of his own personal 
knowledge, I will not pretend to contradict him;| 
only regret that such is the dreadful state of hi 
particular part of the country. Of the Southen 
section, I too have some personal knowledge, ani 
can say that, in South Carolina, no such fears i: 
any part are felt. But, sir, admit the gentleman’ 
statement’; will a war with Great Britain increase 
the danger? Will the country be less able to re- 
press insurrection? Had we anything to fear 
from that quarter, which I sincerely disbelieve, in 
my opinion, the precise time of the greatest safety 
is during a war, in which we have no fear of in- 
vasionthen the country is most on its guard; 
our militia the best prepared ; and standing force 
the greatest. Even in our Revolution no attempts 
were made by that portion of our populatian ; and, 
however the gentleman may frighten himsel! 
with the disorganizing effects of French princi- 
ples, I cannot think our ignorant blacks have fel: 
much of their baneful influence. I dare say more 
than one-half of them never heard of the F'renc! 
Revolution. But, as great as is the danger from 
our slaves,.the gentleman’s fears end not there— 
the standing army is not less terrible to him. Sir. 
I think a regular force, raised for a period of ac- 
tual hostilities, cannot be called a standing army. 
There is a just distinction between such a force, 
and one raised as a peace establishment. What- 
ever may be the composition of the latter, I hope 
the former will consist of some of-the best mate- 
rials of the country. The ardent patriotism o! 
our young men, and the reasonable bounty in 


land, which is proposed to be given, will impel | 


them to join their country’s standard and to fight 
her battles ; they will not forget the citizen in the 
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soldier, and, in obeying their officer, learn to con- | that any nation the sun ever shone on, would not 
temn their Constitution. In our officers and sol- | have risen inthe West. No; we would have been 
diers we-will find patriotism no less pure and ar- | vile, subjected colonies; governed by that impe- 
dent than. in the private: citizen; but, if they | rious rod which Great Britain holds over her dis- 
should be depraved, as represented, what have we | tant provinces. 

to fear from twenty-five or thirty thousand reg-| Sir, said Mr. C., the gentleman’ from Virginia 
ulars? Where will be the boasted militia Of the | attributes preparation for war to everything’ but 
gentleman ? Can one million.of militia be over- | its true cause. He endeavored to find it in the 
poweted’ by thirty thousand regulars? If so, how | probable rise of the price of hemp. He repre- 
can welrely on them agaitista foe invading our | sents the people of the Western States as willing 
country ?, Sir, have no such contemptuous idea | to plunge our country into war for such base and 
of our militia—their untaught bravery is suffi- | precarious motives, I will mot reason on this 
cient to crush all foreign and internal attempts | point. I see the cause of their ardor, not in such 
on their country’s liberties. But we have not yet | base motives, but in their known patriotism and 
come to the end of the chapter/of dangers. The | disinterestedness. No less mercenary is the rea- 
gentleman’s imagination} so fruitful on this.sub- | son which he attributes to the Southern States. 
ject, conceives that’dur Constitution is not cal- | He says, that the non-importation act has reduced 
eulated for war, and that it ‘cannct stand its rude | cotton to nothing, which has produced a feverish 





shock. This is rather extraordinary—we must | impatience. Sir; I acknowledge the cotton of 
depend upon the pity or contempt of other na+| our farms is: worth but little; but-not for the 
tions, for our existence. The. Constitution, it | cause assigned by the gentleman from Virginia. 
seems; has failed in its essential part, “ to provide | The people of that section do not reason as he does; 
for the common defence.” No, says the gentle-*} they donot attribute it to the efforts of their Gov- 
man from Virginia, it. is competent fora defen- | ernment to maintain the peace and independence 
sive, but not an offensive war. It is not neces- | of their country; they see in the low price of the 
sary for ‘me to expose the error of this opinion. | produce, the hand of foreign injustice; they know 
Why make the distinction in this'instance ? Will | well, without the market to the Continent, the 
he pretend tosay, that this is am offensive war; a | deep and steady current of supply will glut that 
war of conquest? Yes,the gentleman has dared |of Great Britain; they are not prepared for the 
to make this assertion; and for reasons no less 
extraordinary than the assertion itself. He says, 


colonial state to which again that Power is en- 
deavoring to reduce us. “The manly spirit of 
our rights are violated on the ocean, and that these that section of our country. will not submit to be 
violations affect our shipping, and commercial | regulated by any foreign Power. The love of 
rights, to which, the Canadas hate no relation. | France and the hatred of England has also been 
The doctrine of retaliation has been much abused |.assigned as the cause of the present measure. 
of late by an unnatural extensiow; we have now |France has not done us justice, says the gentle- 
to witness a new abuse. The gentleman from | man from Virginia, and how can we without 
Virginia has limited it down toa point. By his partiality resist the aggressions of England? I 
system, if you receive a blow on the breast, you | know, sir, we have still cause‘ of complaint 
dare not return it on the head; you are obliged | against France; but it is of a different character 
to measure and return it on the precise point on | from those against England. She professes now 
which it was received. If you do not proceed |'to respect our rights, and there cannot be a rea- 
with mathematical accuracy, it ceases to be just | sonable doubt but that the most objectionable 
self-defence ; it becomes an unprovoked attack. parts of her decrees, as far as they respect us, are 
In speaking of Canada, the gentleman from Vir- | repealed. We have already formally acknowl- 
edged this to be a fact. I, however, protest 
against the whole of the principles on whieh this 
doctrine is founded. It is a novel doctrine, and 
nowhere to be found out of this House, that you 
This calls my memory back to the time of our | cannot select your antagonist without being 
Revolutions to the Congress of °74 and °75. | guilty of partiality. Sir, when two invade your 


much feeling and interest. Sir, there is danger | 
Supposing a speaker of that day had risen and rights you may resist both or either, at your plea- 
| 


in that name tothe geatleman’s argument. It is 
sacred to heroism! Itis indignant of submission! 


urged all the arguments which we have heard on | sure. [t is regulated by prudence and not by 
this subject; had told that Congress, “your con- | right. The stale imputation of partiality to 
test is about the right‘of laying a tax; and that | France is better calculated. for the columns of a 
the attempt on Canada had nothing to do with | newspaper than for the walls of this House. I 
it: that the war would be expensive; that dan-.| ask, in this particular, of the gentleman from 
ger and devastation would overspread our coun-j Virginia, but forthe same measure which he 
try, and that the power of. Great Britain was | claims for himself. ‘That gentleman is at a loss 
irresistible.” With what sentiment, think you | to account for, what he calls, our hatred to Eng- 
would such doctrines have been reeeived ? Hap-| land. He asks, how can we hate the country-of 
py for us, they had no force at that period of | Locke, of Newton, Hampden, and Chatham; a 
our country’s glory. Had they been then acted | country having the sdme language and customs 
on, this Hall would never have witnessed a great | with ourselves, and descending trom a common 
nation convened to deliberate for the general | ancestry. Sir, the laws of human affections are 
good; a mighty empire, with prouder prospects | unifurm. If we have so much to attach us to 
i2th Con. 1st Sess, —16 
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that country, powerful indeed must be the cause 
which has overpowered it. 

¥es, sir, there is a’cause.strong enough. Not 
that occult courtly affection which he~has sup- 
posed to be entertained for France; but.it is to 
be found in continued aad unprovoked insult and 
injuty. A cause so manifest that the gentleman 
from: Virginia had to exert much ingenuity to 
overlook it. But, sir, here I think the’gentleman, 
in his eager admiration of that country, has not 
been sufficiently guarded in his argument. Has 
he reflected on the cause of that admiration? 
Has he examined the reasons of our. high regard 
for her Chatham ? It is his ardent patriotism ; the 
heroic courage of his mind that could not brook 
the least insult or injury offered to his country, 
but thought that her interest and honor ought 
to.be vindicated at every hazard and expense. 

I hope, when we are called-on to admire, we 
shall also be asked tw-imitate. [hope the gen- 
tleman does not wish a monopoly of those great 
virtues ‘to remain to that nation. The. balance 
of power has also been introduced as an argu- 
ment for submission. England is said to bea 
barrier against the military despotism of France. 
There is, sir, one great error in our legislation. 
We are ready enough to protect the interest of 
the States; and it should seem from this argu- 
ment to watch over. those of a foreign nation; 
while we grossly neglect our own immediate 
concerns. This argument of the balance of power 
is vvell calculated for the British Parliament, but 
not at all fitted tothe American Congress. Tell 
them that they have.to contend with a mighty 


Power, and that if they persist in insult and injury, 


to the American people, they will compel them 
to throw the whole weight of their force into the 
scale of their enemy. Paint the danger to them, 
and if. they desist from: injury, we, [ answer for 
it, will not disturb the balance. But it is absurd 
for us to talk of the balance of power, while they 
by their conduct. smile .with contempt at our 
simple good-natured policy. If, however, in the 
contest, it should be found that they underrate 
us, Which ] hope and believe, and that we can 
affect the balance of power, it will not be diffi- 
cult for us to obtain such terms as our rights de- 
mand. I, sir, will now conclude. by adverting 
to an argument of the gentleman from Virginia 
used in debate ona preceding day. He asked 
why not debate war immediately, The answer 
is obvious: because we are not yet prepared. But, 
says the gentleman, such language as-is here 
held will provoke Great Britain te eommence hos- 
tilities. I haveno such fears. She knows well 
that such a course would unite all parties here ; 
a thing which above all others she most dreads. 
Besides, such has been our past conduct, that she 
will still calculate on our patience and submis- 
sion till war is actually commenced, 

Mr, Desua said—Mr. Speaker, the report. of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, of which 
the resolution now under ‘consideration forms.a 
part, is not what I thought would have been the 
most advisable to adopt, in order to meet the emer- 
gency ; not that I was for immediate war, as we 
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are-unprepared for thatevest; but, sir, in addi- 
tion to the. force recommended, and authorizing 
the arming thé merchant vessels, I was for adopt- 
ing the convoy system. Bat, sir. as the report is 
ofa character different from.the temporizing pol- 
icy heretofore pursued, and one, if, not decisive in 
itselfywhich will lead to something deeisive ; aud 
as-l am now perfectly satisfied, that it is the in- 
tention of the Government to follow it up by ul- 
terior measures, calculated to prove-the necessity 


_of these preparatory steps, and as union, under ex. 


isting circumstances, is all important, as one of 
the committee Lam bound to-give it-my support. 

Sir, discovering no disposition on the part of 
Britain to relax in her Orders in-Council, to cease 
her-oppression, or to make restitution for the dam- 
ages we have sustained; but.on the contrary, a 
manifest disposition to persist in her lawless ag- 
gressions, it therefore becomes.necessary not ww 
depend any longer on countervailing restrictive 
systems, but to adopt something of a character 
more energetic, and more congenial to the wishes 
of the Ameriean people. Sir,’ while I though: 
there was the most distant probability,-of obtain- 
ing justice by peace measures, I was an advocate 
for peace ; but, sir, when I see’ not the, least pros. 
pect-of a revocation of her destructive Orders 
m Council, of the. releasement of our impressed 
countrymen, a relinguishment of the principle o/ 
impressment, nor restitution for damages, I am for 
assuming a war attitude—consequently shall vote 
for the report of the-committee, because I believe 
the force there contemplated will be an efficien' 
foreeyand adequate to the purposes’ intended, t 
wit, the subjugation of the British North Amer- 
ican Provinces. 

Sir, to enumerate the aggressions committed 
on our rights by Britain, the depredations on our 
commerce, the murder. and impressment of our 
countrymen, and. the. indignities offered our flag 
would be taking up your time unnecessarily— 
particularly sir, as those enormities must be receut 


‘in the mind of every member present ; and as it \s 


time to lay aside the war of words and proceed to 
actions, [ shall not detain you long with any re- 
marks of mine. 

Sir, remonstrances against atrocities have been 
made in vain} experience has taught us nothing 
can be expected from negotiations. We have 
been negotiating for fifteen or twenty years, at an 
enormous expense, say nearly half a million of 
dollars, and the causes of which: we complained 
have regularly increased ; insult has been heaped 
upon injury, we have suffered ourselves to be bul- 


fetted, kicked, and treated with all kind of indig- | 


nities with impunity. Yes, sir, insult has been 
the result of all late attempts at negotiation ; for 


instance, sir, Mr. Rose was sent for no other pur | 
pose than to gull the Government, and because | 


Erskine was disposed to do us. justice in part, he 
was recalled and disgraced. ‘The conduct of the 
Copenhagen gentleman, Mr. Jackson, demonstra- 
ted that he was sent for the purpose of bullying 
the Government. And pray Mr. Speaker, what 
has Mr. Foster been sentfor? why, sir, in my 
opinion for no other purpose than to operate as 


48} 


Dec 


> ane 


As: 


oof tl 
> whi 


pub 


' arat 


‘nae Slate 


tion 


that 
the 
he) 
say! 
to 0 
that 
sole 
estit 
fect 
disi 
rev¢ 
ten 
look 


ope: 
opp 
to f 
plu: 
plu 
jud 
atfli 
con 
dre 
bar; 
to! 
hav 
des 
tot 
enc 
wa: 
fear 
foe: 
app 
pol 
pla 


ap 
Kir 
roy 
lati 
COE 





484 
, 1811, 
addi- 
rizing 
adopt- 
port is 
1g pol- 
sive in 
> and 
he in- 
by ul- 
re Ssity 
ler ex- 
one of 
ipport, 
part of 
) Cease 
2 dam- 
‘ary,a 
ISS ag- 
not to 
rictive 
\racter 
Wishes 
ought 
)btain- 
vocate 
t pros: 
Orders 
yressed 
iple of 
ami for 
ll vote 
relieve 
ficient 
ded, to 
A mer- 


mitted 
On our 
of our 
ir flag. 
irily— 
recent 
aS it is 
reed to 
Dy re- 


e been 
othing 
- have 
|, at an 
ion ol 
lained 
yea ped 
be bul- 
indig- 
; been | 
n ; for | 
ir pur- 
cause | 
art, he | 
of the 
ynstra- 
Ilying 
what 
n my 
‘ate as 


485 


- Decemper, 1811. 





Foreign 





' an.opiate on the Government; to lull us to sleep. 


' Asa proof of which, about the commencement 


- of the session, a session convened by. proclamation, 


| which -was naturally calculated to agitate the 


ublic mind, he comes forward with offers of rep- 


- aration ashe calls them, but which in my estitha- 


4 


_ tion isno more than a patch, calculated to cover 
’ one corner of the wound the nation received, im 
- that wanton and dastardly outrage, the attack on 


the Chesapeake; but, sir, in his soporifics £ trust 
he will be disappointed. I have no-hesitation ia 
saying, that when the'letters from this Minister 
to our Goveroment are examined by the people, 
that independent of the arrogance bordering on in- 
solence, in which they are couched, so character- 
estic of that nation, they will have a different el- 
fect from that of conciliation; the illiberal and 
disingenuous. demands made preliminary to the 
revocation of the Orders in Council, will havea 
tendency to rouse the public mind; they will be 
looked on with an indignant frown by all real 
Americans. . 

Sir, we have been constantly annoyed, assaulted 
openly and insiduously ; we have been plundered, 
oppressed, and insulted; we thought it preferable 
to forbear while forbearante was possible, than to 
plunge into the evils of war, to redress the evil of 
plunder and partial and dastard-like outrage; we 
judged it better to abandon the. wealth which the 
afflictions of the world held. out to the avidity-of 
commercial speculation, and consequently with- 
drew from the ocean, by the adoptioa of the em- 


/ bargo—a measure of all others the best calculated 


to meet the then emergency, and which would, Lf 
have no hesitation in saying, have produced the 
desired effect if we had have had firmness enough 
tohave adhered to it, and virtue and patriotism 
enough to have enforced it. But, sir, partyism 
was our ruin; it proved that we had as much to 
fear from our domestic enemies as our foreign 
foes, and apparently the greatest.evil we had to 
apprehend was in falling a victim to our own 
political dissensions, occasioned by the deeply laid 
plans of our deadly.foe, Britain. Sir, during em- 
bargo times our domestic enemies, encouraged by 
a proclamation issued under the authority of the 
King of England—I say, sir, those minions of 
royalty concentrating in the East, talked of the vio- 
lation of laws as a-virtue, they demoralized the 
community by raising the flood-gates of civil dis- 


_ order ; they gave absolution to felons, and invited 


the commission of crimes by the omission of duty. 
But, sir, the day of retribution is (I trust) not far 
distant, when those among us who to gain the 
favor of our enemy have betrayed their country, 
will sink into insignificance and contempt ; the 
wages of iniquity will not shield. them from due 
infamy. 

Well, sir, ina tremor, the embargo was laid aside, 
without the cause being removed for which it 
was adopted, and a non-intercourse substituted in 
its place, which was also removed without even 
giving it an experiment; and the causes of com- 
plaint not only existing, but regularly increasing. 
Then, sir, degradation, national abasement, began 
to stare us in the face; then, it was, sir, that we 
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begar not only to lose credit abroad, but respect 
at home. 

The act of May Ist, 1810, was the next mea- 
sure resorted to; which held out proposals to the 
two principal belligerents, that if either of them 
would rescind their orders or decrees destructive 
of our rights, against a given time, and the other 
party should failto revoke within three’ months 
thereafter, that we would reinstate our restrictive 
system—that is, the non-importation—against the 
party so failing to revoke. Sir, this act was not 
marked with that manly character expected among 
a nation of freemen; in fact it had the appear- 
ance of truckling to tyranny ; but, however it was 
marked with the character of pusillanimity, it 
proved that good may rise out of evil; not that 
{ viewed the revocation of the French decrees as 
arising from any good disposition the French 
Emperor had towards us, but because it suited 
his interest and convenience. Well, sir;however 
grating to the feelings of freemen this act might 
have been, it was instrumental in bringing about 
@ revocation of those obnoxious measures, the 
Berlin and Milan decrees. 
~ Sir, as to the revocation of those decrees, there 
are incontestable proofs, of such a nature thata 
man must be a sceptic indeed not to believe; but, 
sir, | will not detain you, by referring to the doe- 
uments for proofs, as they are in the hands of 
every member. .The President’s proclamation is 
sufficient to establish the fact, agreeably to the 
actof May ist,1810. But if doubts, still remained, 
the circumstance of there not having been a single 
American vessel condemned in any of the conti- 
nental ports, since the first of November, 1810, 
must be satisfactory of the revocation of those 
decrees as far as they respect our neutral rights; 
consequently, under this compact, public’ faith 
stands pledged, as far as respects keeping up the 
non-importation—and sir, however impolitic the 
act was by which we were pledged, I am not for 
prostrating national faith. 

Well, sir, how has the other belligerent acted ? 
a Government that has been: eulogized by some 
gentlemen, and made out acomplete model of 
virtue, a nation great, virtuous, and magnanimous. 
Why, sir, Britain, after her repeated declarations 
that her blockading system. and Orders in Coun- 
cil, were only intended as retaliatory measures 
against her enemies, and should cease to operate 
on the date of the revocation‘of the Berlin and 
Milan decrees, still persists in her iniquitous Or- 
ders in Couneil, in which the blockading system is 
merged, notwithstanding the date of the revoca- 
tion of the French decrees took place upwards of 
a yearago. What do gentlemen think now of Brit- 
ish faith ? can they repose any longer implicit con- 
fidence in that corrupt Government? Certainly 
they ought not. Sir, henceforward we may con- 
sider British faith as proverbial as Carthagenian 
faith. 

The report'of the committee is not a recom- 
mendation of war, but it is what will unques- 
tionably lead to war, if our grievances are not re- 
dressed in. ashort time; it is in my estimation, an 
effectual foree to answer the contemplated and 
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avowed purpose, the subjugation of the British 
North American Provinces. Sir, the present 
Military Establishment, when filled up, is about 
ten thousand; in- addition to this, the committee 
considered that ten thousand regulars. together 
with the fifty thousand volunteers would be an 
adequate force; bat, sir, situated as we are, when 
war'is inevitable, or an abandonment of our rights, 
and the prostration of national character, I would 
not stickle on a few thousand, as I consideér it bet- 
ter to have a few thousand more than to have one 
man under the necessary number. And, sir, I 
would be willing to go further than is contempla- 
ted by the report; | would be willing to allow 
the volunteers a bounty in land in proportion to 
their time of service. I have said, sir, that. the 
report of the committee would lead.to war, and, 
sir, I would not»be worthy of the ndme of a free- 
man of America, a friend to civil liberty, if I did 
not prefer war with all its accompanying evils to 
abject submission. : 

Although Mr. Speaker, I believe, under exist- 
ing circumstances, a war attitude necessary, or 
at least preparatory steps calculated to meet that 
event; and although situated as we are, I arn;for 
the whole of our legitimate rights; yet»sir, I 
would not be willing to involve the country in 
wart, in defence of the extensive and circuitous 
carrying trade, separate from. the other causes ; 
that is, that we should become carriers. for the 
whole world ; as Government receives no benefit 
from this circuitous carrying trade, only as it is 
calculated to aggrandize a few individuals engaged 
in it. I should be for.lolding fast the claim to 
the circuitous carrying trade, and would be will- 
ing to operate on our enemies by adopting coun- 
tervailing restrictive systems. But, sir, I would 
not be willing, that the good of the States, the 
good of the people, the agriculturists and mechan- 
ics, should be put at hazard to gratify, the avarice 
and cupidity of a small class of men, who in fact 
may be called citizens of the. world, attached to 
no particular country; any country is their coun- 
try where they can make the most money. But, 
sir, for what is an inherent right, for what I deem 
the legitimate, or necessary carrying trade, the 
liberty of carrying our productions to foreign 
markets, and with the return cargo, in which ag- 
riculture is particularly interested, I would fight 
in defence of. 

Sir, we have come to a pretty pass indeed ; 
for adopting sounicipal regulations we are threat- 
ened with retaliation. Mr. Foster has had the 
audacity to charge our Government with injustice, 
and after advising us to retrace our steps, says, 
that as our Government still persist in their in- 
jurious measures against the commerce of Great 

ritain, that his Royal Highness has been com- 
pelled to look to measures of retaliation; and, 
Mr. Speaker, they have retaliated with a. ven- 
geance to it, by capturing and making prizes of 
all the: American vessels coming within their 
grasp, not excepting those on our own coast, and 
within our waters. Sir, can we tamely look on 
and ‘see our citizens plundered, see our rights 
wrested from us; riglits, in the obtaining of which 





so much virtue was displayed, and for which so 
much blood was shed, during that sanguinary 
and remorseless war, carried on against us by 
Great Britain? Can we look on and see ourselves 
plundered; and thousands of our fellow-citizens 
impressed, taken from their lawful pursuits, car. 
ried into captivity, and ignominiously confined on 
board of British ships of war: ‘subject'to be jp. 
carcerated, compelled ingloriously to fight fo; 
principles, inconsistent with justice, and repug. 
nant-to the feelings of freemen? 

Sir, our demands have been bottomed on jus. 
tice—peace has been our-object, which has been 
manifested by the numrberless sacrifices we have 
made ; and, sir, it-is to be lamented that in the 
prosecution of this laudable design, the injustice 
of our enemies has suspended our usual pursuits, 
and subjected our commerce to the rapacity of 
those invaders of our rights. But, sir, the cup 
of forbearance is exhausted ; itis time to sound 
the tocsin of alarm—to gird on ‘our swords, to 
prepare for action. Sir, to step one step further 
without showing that spirit of resentment becom- 
ing freemen, would be to see national degrada- 
tion stare us in the face—would be to acknow/l- 
edge ourselves unworthy of self-government, to 
prepare for a’state of vassalage. 

Mr. Speaker, by an examination of the corre:- 
pondence between Mr. Foster and our Gover- 
ment, it will be found that an explicit demand 
has been made of the revocation of the Orders in 
Couneil by our Government, and a positive re- 
fusal on the part of Great Britain, or whiat is 
tantamount. ere, then, sir, we are completely 
at issue,'and I know of no other way of deciding 
it than by battle or submission ; which of the two 
will be resorted to by the’National Councils, I am 
yet unable to determine ; but with the people, the 
former would be laid hold of .with avidity, and 
supported with Spartan bravery. 

Sir, we have heard much of the expense of a 
war, and have been told that the people would 
not.support you in it. What, sir, a country s0 
extensive as America, so populous, abounding in 
wealth, and, I trust, the people patriotic, possess- 
ing a full share of national pride, and not be wil- 
ling to be at the expense of supporting their 
rights ?. This-is, in my mind.a preposterous idea; 
it is‘a kind of calculating policy that does not 
pervade this land of liberty, The people cannot 
estimate, in pounds, shillings, and pence, the value 
of national honor and rights: they are fond o! 
peace, but honor and interest bind them to oppose 
oppression and defend their rights, independent 
of the ‘consideration of expense ; at least, | can | 
vouch for those whom [have the honor to repre: | 

sent—they are disposed to cherish economy as 3 | 
principle of virtue in a Republic ; but, sir, ata 
lime as perilous as the present, when our rights | 
are invaded and our honor assailed, they would be | 
willing that every shilling should be drawn from | 
the public chests, every cent from private purses, 
rather than succumb to tyranny; they are deter- 
mined, at the risk.of their lives and fortunes, 
to transmit to posterity, unsullied, those inest)- 
mable blessings of liberty and independence which 
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were: achieved by the valorous actions of their | left but to repel aggression and defend our rights. 


ancestors. 


The resolution to do this is imposed on the Gov- 


Sir, the most infatuated partisan of Great Brit- | ernment by a painful, but irresistible necessity. 


ain cannot but. see ins her conduct an unequi- 


 yocal proof of the rapacious and vindictive policy | 


which dictates her measures: all men must see 


- that the flagrant injuries which we:are now suf- 


fering from her, proceed ‘from a general plan of 
piracy, from a disposition to ravish from us what- 
ever may contribute to their convenience, inde- 
pendent of national law. 

Mr. Speaker, this temporizing and vibrating pol- 
icy has had a tendency to unnerve patriotic ardor, 
aod to paralyze thé national energies. Sir, the | 
destruction of our navigation and commerce; the 
annihilation of mercantile capital ; the extinction 
of revenue—these would be minor evils. A few | 
years of security and exertion might repair them ; 
but the humiliation of the American mind would | 
be a lasting and mortal disease, Mental debase- 
ment is the greatest misfortune that can befall a | 
people. The most pernicious consequence that a 


' Government can experience, is a conquest. over 


that just and elevated sense of itsown rights, which 

inspires a due sensibility to insult and injury, over 

that manly pride of character which prefers peril 

or sacrifice to the submission to oppression, and 

which considers national ignominy as the great- 

est of national calamities.» Sir, as a respectable, 

numerous, and wealthy nation, I am not sure but 

we have carried our moderation toa degree of 

criminality. _ Yet, sir, 1 acknowledge moderation | 
in all Governments a virtue. In’weak or young | 
nations, it is often wise to take every chance by 

patience and address to divert hostility,and some- | 
times to hold parley with insult and injury; but, 
to capitulate with oppression, or to surrender to.it 
at discretion, is, in any Government that has any 
power of resistance, as foolish as it is contempti- 
ble. Sir, the honor of a nation is its life. Delib- 
erately to abandon it, is to commit amact of polit- 
ical suicide. 

Mr. Speaker, there is reason in the sentiment, 
avowed in the language of some, and betrayed by 
the conduct of others, that we ought to submit to 
oppression, or any kind of evils;rather than go to 
war with England; because, say gentlemen, she 





Then, sir, is % not necessary to adopt these pre- 
paratory measures, to be in readiness for not onl 
defensive, but offensive operations? Then; I call 
on.the manly-spirit of American virtue—on’ all 
those who are American at heart—to bury ani- 
mosities ; to lay aside prejudices, which are not 
based’ on integrity and honor; to stand forth for 
the honor and welfare of -our common country; 
to be the defenders of those inestimable rights 
achieved by the valor of the heroes of 1776. This 
is the time not to have it attributed to fear or 
baseness—the time for men of all parties to rally 
under the good old Whig standard, 

Sir, my view is, if an honorable adjustment of 
difference between this Government and the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain does not take place 
against next Spring, by a revocation of the Orders 
in Council, a releasement of our impressed Amer- 
ican seamen, together with a relinquishment of 
the principle of impressment and ample repara- 
tion for damages, that we grant letters of marque 
and reprisal, and, by a system of privateering, cut 
up their commerce ; and, as | hope to see the day 
when the British will have no Halifax on this 
continent, to send captured American vessels to 
for adjudication and condemnation, that we make 
a descent on their North American possessions, 
by which'we shall check their influence, particu- 
larly over the savages, by cutting off all commu- 
nication with those hostile barbarians on our 
borders. Sir, 1am not so passive as to subscribe 
to the doctrine advanced yesterday in a lengthy 
harangue, which in substance amounts to a rec- 
ommendation of patience and resignation, as the 
remedy against oppression. I know that war is 
to be deprecated—that it ought to be made the 
last resort, so as to preserve national honor, which 
ought to be deemed paramount to every other 
consideration—but, sir, as I deprecate a state of 
war. I have never been taught to consider it the 
greatest of evils. Our ancestors did not consider 
it so: they not only broke to pieees the chains 
that were forging, but they ecut*asunder the ties 
which had bound them, and launched intoan ocean 


is fighting the battles of the.world, and is keep- | of uncertainty. Success crowned their efforts— 


ing @ more dangerous enemy from us; that, if we 
were to commit an act that would lead to war 
with Great Britain, we would have in a short time 
the tyrant of France upon us, and would soon be 
in as wretehed a situation as the peninsula of 
Spain. This, in. my opinion, is not only danger- 
ous, but dastardly doctrine. Sir, the people that 
can prefer disgrace’to danger are prepared for a 
master, and deserve one; but, thank Ged, the peo- 
ple of America have not caught this panic; they 
are not so far lost to a sense of honor, or so desti- 
tute of patriotism, as to. prefer submission, abject 
acquiescence, to Oppression, to war. 

_ Mr. Speaker, all attempts to bring about an am- 
icable adjustment of differences have failed. It 
would be folly in the extreme to depend upon 
hegotiation any longer. We must determine on 
doing ourselves justice. There is no alternative 


they dispelled the thick clouds of oppression. and 
shook off the fetters of despotism—and, sir, have 
their descendants become sodegenerate as to suffer 
them to be rivetted on again, by an abandonment 
of inherent rights, and truckling at the feet of 
Tyranny? Itrust not. I flatter myself that the 
National Couneils will awaken from their polit- 
ical slumberings;. that they will act worthy of 
themselves, and up to the expectations of the 
people. 

Mr. Troop rose to make an effort to put an end 
to the debate; a debate in which the great mass 
of the House were enlisted on one side. against 
the solitary gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Ran- 
DOLPH) On the other. I trust, sir, the period has 
arrived when the House will feel itself bound, by 
the imperious calls of the country, to act, and to 
act promptly. Iam ready to go heart and hand 
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with the advocates of the resolution ; all I-ask 
is, that they will lead with prudence and discre- 
tion; deliberate when deliberation is useful, act 
when action is necessary. But, if the spirit of de- 
bate, as in former times, has seized upon us; if 
idle verbiage and empty vociferation are to take 
the place of manly and energetic conduct, I enter, 
at this early stage of the proceeding, my solemn 

rotest. I cannot, I will not, share the responsi- 

ility of this ruinous course, Indeed, sir, so con- 
scious do I feel of the evil—nay; of the danger to 
the country from the course which. has been 
adopted, I shall be constrained to call for the:pre- 
vious question, unless my friends shall interpose 
the more pleasant corrective, their own good 
sense, to stop it. I know,sir, they haye been im- 
pelled by the most honorable sentiments, the most 
generous passions, patriotism, honor, zeal for their 
country, tage against her oppressors. “They are 
good reasoners, they are eloquent—but of what 
avail is argument, of what avail is eloquence, to 
convince, to persuade, whom ? ourselves, the peo- 
ple? Sir, ifthe people are to be reasoned into a 
war now, it is too soon, much too soon, to begin 
it. If their Representatives here are to be led to 
it by the flowers of rhetoric, it is too soon, much 
too soon to begin it. 

When the honorable chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Foreign-Relations (Mr. Porter) reported 
the resolutions, I had hoped le would have made 
a motion to go into conclave, or, if that had not 
been deemed advisable, that at least: the resolu- 
tions, when taken up with open doors, would have 
been treated as a system of defensive measures 
called for by the exigency of the times, and af- 
fording no just ground of complaint toany Power 
which might please to consider itself the object of 
them. Such a course would have been not less 
consistent with the report of the committee itself, 
than with the letter and spirit of the President’s 
Message. The President himself would have 
been fortified by it.. When the British Minister 
ealled,as he undoubtedly will, upon the Presi- 
dent, to demand the causes of these warlike pre- 
parations, he might have been answered: Sir; 
they are no other than what they purport on the 
face of them to be, a system of defence on the 
part of the American Government, called for by 
the state of the world ; or, if he pleased, he might 
have said, called for by the attitude which His 
Britannic Majesty -had assumed, the propriety of 
which no nation had a right'to question. But, 
instead ef this, what had been done? Whi, at 
the very outset, we have been told the measures 
were intended as measures of offensive hostility; 
that the army was to be raised toattack Canada ; 
nothing short of it; all the advocates of the reso- 
lution declared it. Now, sir, could a more public 
or formal: declaration of war. have been made ? 
Contrary to the practice of ‘all nations, we de- 
elare first and make preparation afterward, More 
magnanimous than wise, we tell the enemy when 
we will -strike, where we will ‘strike, and how 
we will strike !. Do we mean a meré bravado? 
Impossible. No man who knows’ the advocates 
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the enemy. will recede; she may; but if she 
should not, let gentlemen look to the consequen- 
ces; let them: look well to the character of that 
enemy: is he feeble, spiritless, destitute of re- 
sources, without courage, without honor? No, 
sir, with two hundred and. fifty thousand regulars 
and all the: munitions of war in store, his fleets 
and transports manned, equipped, and provision- 
ed; their sails bent to every’wind, they ask but 
one hundred and twenty days to reinforce Quebec, 
to fortify Montreal, to guard the passes into Can- 
ada, to march the supernumeraries to Boston. 
Here we sit in idle debate. Sir, I do‘contend most 
seriously, that. ten thousand regulars can march 
to Boston in defiance.of the militia of Massachu- 
setts,'well armed and organized as I know them to 
be. Well, sit, suppose this should happen, and 
more wonderful things have happened, what will 
be said ?. What willmy friend from Virginia say 
to the first victims of the war? Why, he wil! 
say, “this is no war of mine, I exerted all my 
strength to turn these people from their mad and 
desperate career!” The gentleman from Virginia 
exonerates himself from all-responsibility by the 
very act of opposition; but, what can be said of 
us, the advocates.of the resolution, to whom all 
responsibility attaches? That “‘ we had not fin- 
ished our war speeches!” that “we could not be- 
gin to raise men until we had finished them!” 
Sir, believe me, the people of this country want 
no such speeches; they will go to war, because 
they believe war is necessary to the preservation 
of their: honor’ and substantial interest; they 
want men and arms.to defend them—not words. 
If gentlemen persevere in the debate, I will call 
the previous question. The safety of the State, 
after what has been said and done, demands it, 
and all considerations must yield to that. 

Mr. Macon considered the present, from the 
turn the debate had.taken, the most important 
question which had come before the National 
Government for many years past, because it was 
evidently discussed as a war question, though the 
real question before the House, if adopted, did not 
declare war. It was not now a question by what 
means..or by whdse measures the nation was 
brought into its present situation ; it must, how- 
ever, be satisfactory to all, that the Administra- 
tion has done everything that could have been ex- 
pectéd, to avoid the present crisis, and to keep the 
nation at peace. If the British Goveri ment would 
cease to violate ouf neutral and national rights, 
our difficulties would be-at an end. 


trade—that was at an end; because Great Britain 
might now be considered as possessing all the 
West India islands; and as we have now neither 
sugar nor coffee to carry, she has determined to 
execute with rigor her unjust orders against our 
carrying the productions-of our own soil to any 
market except her own, of that of her allies. This 
is attacking the best interest of the country ; in- 
deed, it is taking the profits of both planter and 
merchant. Hence, none of our exports bring a 
pricé by which we can live, except flour ; and that 


of the resolutions would suspect it; but we hope would be no better than any other article of ex- 
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port, was it.not that Great Britain and her allies» 
Spain, and Portugal,.want it for the support of 
their armies ; it is their wants, and the great diffi- 
culty of. getting their wants supplied anywhere 
else, that keeps up the price of wheat. 

Notwithstanding these were his sentiments, he 
thooght it would be going too far to consent, by 
the vote he was about to give, that he pledged 
himself to vote for any measure which the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations might hereafter bring 
forward,.when he did not intend to vote for all 
the resolutions contained in the report which was 
now under consideration. Our.affairs must now 
command the serious attention of every man in 
the nation, We must-either prepare to maintain 
the-right to carry our produce to what market we 
please, or to be content without a market ;.to at- 
tempt another negotiation would be useless ; every 
effort has been nfade in that way that could’ be 
made. Indeed, no one has yet said that he wished 
another. He was as desirous of peace as he ever 
was; and if any plan shall be proposed by which 
the peace of the country can be preserved, and 
the right to export our native produce maintained, 
he should still prefer it to war; but if ‘no such 
lan can be devised, he was willing to go to war 
for that right. He was also willing to declare the 
points to the nation for which we went to war, 
and rather than not succeed, he would carry it on 
for fifty years, and longer if necessary. He felt 
no hesitation in declaring, that he would not go 
to war to encourage the nation, or any part of it, 
to become manufacturers, (and it may not be 
amiss to observe that, from the day that this’ re- 
port was laid om the table, we have heard nothing 
about manufactures ;) nor would he go to war 
for the purpose of building a navy. He men- 
tioned this, because he had heard a good deal said 
of late about increasing the fleet and building 
seventy-fours. If, therefore, it was to be a war 
either to encourage manufactures or to build a 
fleet, he should be opposed to it; he would rather 
remain as we areawhile longer, bad as our situa- 
tion is, than to stick these two set-fasts to the 
back of the nation, neither of which it could ever 
get clear of, A peace in Europe might free us 
from our present embarrassments, but from the 
other, once established, we can never expect to 
get free. 

‘He could not agree with the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. Troup) that the House ought now, 
by the previous question, to put an end to the de- 
bate; on the contrary, he wished every member 
might have full time to deliver his sentiments on 
this: great question ; for his part, he wished to hear 
the opinions of those who lived on the Eastern 
frontier ; he was gratified that several of the mem- 
bers of the Western had’ favored the Committee 
with theirs. He expressed this wish. because the 
part of the country which he represented was in 
the middle country, about the same distance from 
the mountains and the Atlantic oeean, in no dan- 
ger of being surprised or injured by any plunder- 
ing party ; but if the House was to do that which 
the gentleman from Georgia seemed to desire, it 
would do no good; because, if our object besto 





invade Canada, it can searcely be expected that 
this could be done with our utmost. exertions by 
regular troops, hereafter to be raised, soonerthan 
June or July. ‘Hitherto, our proceedings have 
been carried on not only with good humor, but 
with great urbanity also ; to stop the debate, might 
have a tendency:to change this, which no one 
would regret more than the gentleman himself. 
Before we raise an army, and provide it with 
everything necessary for marching,we have much 
todo. We have now no Washington to com- 
mand, and, since the days of Joshua, I have read 
of no such man; such men do not. appear every 
century,and a thousand years will hardly produce 
one. It is quite probable, except the Commander- 
in-Chief, as good or better.appointments may be 
now made, than were made at the beginning of 
the Revolution; because there are now more men 
of experience.in the country than there were at 
that time; and, also, because the men of talents 
and experience are much better known to the Na- 
tional Government now than they then were; 
besides the selection of officers, the wagons, carts, 
and provisions, are to purchase, and almost every 
other article necessary fora marching army. It 
may not be improper here to remark, that this is 
not a Government of confidence; and that, before 
we go too far, we ought, by some means or other, 
to know who is to command the Army. There 
cannot. be much difficulty in this, especially as 
every department of the Government seems wil- 
ling to raise a force adequate to the purpose for 
which it is wanted. And here, sir, permit me to 
say, that I hope this is to be-no party war, but a 
national war, in’ which every person In the na- 
tion may have a fair chance to participate in the 
honor and glory.to be acquired in the field of bat- 
tle, and in defence of the rights of his country. 
Such a war, if war we shall have, can alone, in 
my judgment, obtain the end for which we mean 
te contend, without any disgrace. Before I sit 
down, it is proper for me to say, that I shall vote 
for the resolution now under consideration, but, 
in doing this, I give no pledge to vote for the 
number of nen that has been: mentioned in de- 
bate. Almost every number, from fifty thousand 
down to fifteen thousand, have been stated as the 
proper number to be raised ; when these are com- 
pared with the number (ten thousand) mentioned 
by the chairman. of the Committee’ of Foreign 
Relations, (and I understood him to say that was 
the number wanted by the Executive,) it appears 
more like guessing than calculating. The Ad- 
ministration, no doubt, know the number of troops 
in Canada and in all the American continental 
dominions of Great. Britain; this is not known to 
the House—of course we can do nothing but 
guess; and itis enough for me at present to vote 
the number which it has requested. If I should 
appear too cautious about voting men, it ought to 
be remembered that I voted for six thousand ad- 
ditional troops, under the belief that Great Brit- 
ain had made ,war upon us, and that afterwards 
the law raising them could not be repealed. 

One word as to what has been said: about se- 
cret proceedings; they are useless, and experi- 
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ence has convinced the nation that Congress has 
never kept a secret one week; it is known to all 
the world that both France and England -use 
money to buy political secrets ; but as the docu- 
ments are public, it would ‘have appeared a little 
strange to keép the proceedings in the Legislature 
which originated from them a secret. 

Mr. Siviz spoke in favor-of the report; when 
the House adjourned. 





Frivay, December 13. 


Mr. Lewis presented a petition of sundry in- 
habitants of that part of Washington county, in 
the District of Columbia, lying west of Rock 
Creek, praying that the Levy Court of the said 
county may be empowered and authorized.to levy 
county taxes.on that portion of the county com- 
prehending the City of Washington.—Referred 
to the Committee for the District .of Columbia. 

Mr. Lacock presented a petition of the mem- 
bers of the several. Christian denominations, in 
the western‘parts of the United States, praying 
that the mails, of the United States may not be 
carried, and that post offices may not be opened, 
on the Sabbath day.—Referred to the Postmaster 
General. 

Mr. BiackLepGe moved that the House’ do 
come to the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be ‘prepared and laid before 
this House, a digest of the system of rulés and regula- 
tions by which the regular troops of the United States 
are trained and disciplined. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Ranpotrx# moved that the House do now 
proceed to consider the report-of*the committee 
of conference, made the eleventh instant, together 
with the message from the Senate adhering to 
their amendments to the bill, “for the apportion- 
ment of Representatives among the several 
States, according to the third enumeration ;” 
which was decided in the negative. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Dawson.— W hen weareabout to take astep, 
to assume an attitude which must change all our 
foreign relations, and may produce a change in our 
political character, it becomes us to summen all 
our wisdom—to collect all our moderation and 
firmness, and to unite all our energies and: exer- 
tions. It becomes.us to be “neither rash or diffi- 
dent,” or, to use the language of one of the greatest 
men who ever lived in the tide of times, “ Immod- 
erate valor swells into a fault, and fear admitted 
into publie councils betrays like treason.” Such, 
sir, is the situation of the United States at this 
moment. We are about totake such a step—every 
sentiment therefore which can be offered demands 
its proportion of public attention, and renders that 
apology from me unnecessary, which, on any 
other Occasion, common propriety would justify. 

After the select Committee on our Foreign Re- 
lations. had made their report, it seemed to me to 
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be their. particular duty to give to this House a 

full exposition of their present and ulterior views 
and objects, and of those of the Administration, 
as far as ‘they had ascertained them, founded on 
the information whieh, it is presumed, they pos- 
sessed. ‘For this I waited ‘with patience, and 
have listened with attention and with pleasure— 
it has; been given ‘with promptness, with ability 
and with candor; and with that perspicuity which 
frees the mind from. all doubt, as to the course 
which, in their judgment, we ought to pursue. 
And it now rests with us, sir, to determine whe- 
their ‘we shall sanction their recommendation— 
whether we shall adopt those measures necessary 
and preparatory’to a war in which it is probabie 
our country will be engaged: Sir, in the course 
of my political life, it has been my duty to meet 
and to decide on some, of the «most important 
questions which have been agitated in our public 
councils, and deepty involving the best interest 
of our country; these duties I have performed 
with fidelity and without fear, and I pledge my- 
self never to depart from that line of conduct; 
and, sir, at no period of my life, nor upon any 
occasion have I met any question with more se- 
rious deliberation and more undaunted firmness 
than I do the present. 

For several years past I have been an advocate 
for the adoption of every measure, the object of 
which was to place our country in a complete 
state of defence, and prepare us to meet any state 
of things. 1 have thought, and do think that 
preparatory and yigorous measures are best cal- 
culated to maintain the dignity and secure the 
peace and happiness of our country—that to be 

repared to meet danger is the best way to avert 
it. These preparations have not been carried to 
the extent which I have wished—and yet, sir, | 
am far-from thinking that my country is in that 
feeble state which some gentlemen seem willing 
to represent it. I feel myself authorized to state, 
that we have all the necessaries; all the imple- 
ments; all the munitions neeessary for a three 

ears’ close war against any force which any 
Domed can send to this continent. 

All that we want, are men. No, sir, pardon 
the expression—all which we waht isan expres- 
sion of the will of the nation. Let this House. 
let the constituted authorities declare that will— 
let. them declare “ The Republic to be in danger.” 
and thousands and tens of thousands of our fel- 
low citizens will rally round the standard of their 
country, resolved to support her rights, avenge 
her wrongs, or perish in her ruin. » Yes, sir. 
should that awful moment ever arrive, which may 
Heaven avert !—should we be forced into a war 
in the defence of our just. rights, I trust and be- 
lieve that there is not a man in the nation, whose 
situation will’ permit, who will..not be ready to 
march at his country’s call. No man more de- 
voutly prays for peace than I do; no man depre- 
cates large standing armies in the time @f peace 
more than | do—I consider them the bane of so- 
ciety and the danger of republics; but, sir, as 
peace, honorable peace is not always at our com- 
mand, they must be resorted to.in time of war. 
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Mr. Speaker, we have heard much ‘of expense 


| of taxation and of economy. Sir, no man admires 


true economy more than’ I do—no man abhors 


that which goes to defeat itself more than I do. | 


The one is wisdom, the other folly ; ‘and although 
Jam an advocate for economy, and a rigid distri- 
bution of the public funds, and opposed to taxa- 
tion, yet, sir, there are times and circumstances, 


when considerations of that sort, when all minor 


considerations, must be subservient to what we 
owe the public—when to be freemen we must 
cease to be misers. When the peace, the honor, 
the independence of my country are. threatened, 
rather than sacrifice, rather than endanger them, 
I would draw every cent from your publi¢ coffer, 
every sous from your private purses; and this, 
Iam bold: to say, is the.undivided sentiment of 
those I have the honor to represent. 

Mr. Speaker, when I rose, it was not my inten- 


tion to go inte the various reasons which will in- | 


duce me to vote in favor of that resolution, or to 


recapitulate the wrongs which urge its adoption; | 


they have been fully stated inthe report of the 


committee itself, and to use its own words, “The | 


cold recital.of wrongs, of injuries and aggressions 


known and felt by every member of this Union, | 
could have no other effect than to deaden the | 


national sensibility and render the public mind 
callous to injuries with which it is already too 
familiar.” ‘ Nor, sir,do I mean to underrate or to 
belittle the power and resources of the nation 


with whom we shall probably: be engaged. I 


know her to be great and powerful, and that we 
shall find a foe not unworthy our sword. I know 
that our countrymen will be subjected to great 


difficulties, hardships and dangers; but confiding | 


in the justice of our cause, and in their virtue and 
valor, 1 entertain no doubt of the result. 

Mr. Nextson protested against the doctrine that 
inthe vote he was about to give. he should pledge 
himself to the support of whatever ulterior meas- 
ures the Committee of Foreign Relations might 
choose to adopt. He was sensible that he should 
hazard the censure of his associates in the Re- 
vublican cause by the observations he proposed 
to submit. Nay. his Republican friends might 
have the audacity to denounce him as an apos- 
tate, but the people had intrusted him with their 
dearest rights and interests, and he was resolved 
to pursue these according to his best judgment, 
regardless of the strictures of friends, and of the 
contumacious ‘abuse of the press. Proscription 
should have no influence on his conduct. And 
hence he must express his astonishment at those 
gentlemen who had threatened the House with 
the previous question, when they themselves ad- 
mitted the vast importance of the subject under 
discussion. Tacitus informs us that even the 


semi-barbarian Germans, when war was to be de- | 
cided on, took two several occasions to debate | 


upon it—one, when they were ia the full posses- 


sion of their natural faculties ; and, second, when | 


they were excited by extravagant circumstances. 
But in these enlightened days it seems that we 
are to decide this all-important question without 
debate! He begged gentlemen to divest them- 
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selves of passion. It'was not a time to bow to 
the influence of improper feelings: They:ought 
ealmly and coolly meet the subject. They were 
to decide upon a question which was of po’ mo- 
| mentary nature. [f they did go to war, it would 
be a lasting war; and ‘he agreed with the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, (Mr. Troupe,) that if war- 
speeches were necessary to bring the .House to 
the sticking point, it was much too soon to’begin 
| war. 
| He proposed to consider these resolutions as @ 
| measure of hostility, according to the views of 
its advocates, and then as a measure of defensive 
preparations, agreeable to the spirit of Executive 
recommendation, which was favorable to peace. 
| What were the objects of the-war? To estab- 
|lish our neutral rights, to. exempt our seamen 
| from ‘impressment, the repeal of the: Orders in 
| Council, and of the blockades, and the security 
| of the American flag: What wouid be the effects 
| of war, the tocsin of which was for the first time 
sounded through the Jand? Our country had 
| been blessed by Providence with more than thirty 
years, of peace and plenty. The habits of the 
people were pacific. The trifling hostilities with 
England were of no consequence. But now the 
yeomaory of the country were to be calléd to 
arms as if our own territory were to be invaded. 
| He sympathized with the sufferings of his im- 
| pressed and ‘incarcerated fellow-citizens; but 
| would a territorial war exempt them from im- 
| pressmeat? Would it establish our neutral rights? 
| Certainly not. The way to enforce these rights 
was by a great maritime force, which the nation 
were incompetent to raise and support. 

But the advocates of immediate’ war said that 
if they could not obtain their objects by direct 
| hostility on the ocean, they could do it by a suc- 
| cedaneum—by the exercise of the lez talionis in 
|anindireet way. After issuing letters of marque, 
| they would resort to the invasion of the enemies’ 

territorial provinces. He contended that this 
| would be inefficacious, and maintained that to 
| convert our merchants into privateers would be 
| to turn them loose upon the seas as highway rob- 
| bers. They would not be competent to carry on 
a war in this way. They would-have abandoned 
their peaceful pursuits; they would accept a fra- 
ternal embrace of French subjects; fight side by 
‘side with them, and submit themselves to the 
| will of the French Emperor. However scrupu- 
| lous gentlemen might pow be, when the hour of 

danger came they would accept the alliance of 
| France. The national interests would be identi- 
| fied with those of the European continent. We 
| should adopt the continental system, in which 
| our liberties and independence would be jeopar- 
| dized. 

He deprecated the invasion of Canada as an 
act of foreign conquest.. We could not suppose 
that Great Britain would slumber over our occu- 
pation of it; and where should we find a station- 
|ery force able to keep possession of it as a con- 
|quered province? - Admit it as a sister into the 
| Union, we dare not abandon it at the peace, and 
| therefore we could not give it back for the restor- 
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ation of our maritime rights. . But suppose that 
Great Britain should. be brought to her knees: 
(and this was all the most valiant of us would 
ask,)'what have we to expect, if the power and 
the commerce of England should be thrown into 
the arms of France, from the high, the mighty, 
the imperial Napoleon? Wauld he respect us 
more than England would? They both follow 
their own interests, as we ought to follow ours. 


What would be the effect of this war upon our- 


selves ? 
He feared a war, not from a puerile fear of ,its 
expenses or of death, but from a manly-dread of 


the consequences of this war, which must last as. 


long as England had a ship at sea, or a man to 
man it. It must link us to the destinies of conti- 
nental Europe; it would place us under complete 
foreign influence and foreign dominion; it would 
change our political institutions. Thesages who 
framed the Constitution, and illumined it by 
their commentaries, had predicted that it would 
not suit to stand the shock of war, The Repub- 
lie would be ruined by war. We do not want 
courage! The Revolution had shown proofs of 
the.greatest valor eVer exhibited by human na- 
ture. But few circumstances besides invasion 
would justify war. It would strengthen the Ex- 
ecutive arm at the expense of the Legislature. 
The Chief Magistrate would have to carry on 
the war. He would, upon the plea of necessity, 
change our appropriations from one object to 
another. The Constitution ..would be. sapped. 
The legislative: power would be destroyed. He 
cared not for the prices of cotton and tobacco as 
compared with ‘the Constitution. War. would 
introduce a slavish subordination among the peo- 
ple. They would. losetheir republican simpli- 
city, and their republican independence. They 
would neglect their homespun for the military 
lume and the gilded epaulette. Their morals 
would become depraved. Love of idleness, ex- 
travagance, and neglect of the dull pursuits of 
common life, would take place. The desire would 
rH prevail of aequiring large fortunes by aid 
of invasion, at the expense, of the war-worn sol- 
dier whose fruits would be. taken away for a 
mere song, as they had been at) the close of the 
Revolution, Cupidity would be introduced, and 
pervade the -public mind. 

I have made these remarks, Mr. Speaker, to 
repel the declarations of gentlemen, that to, vote 
for this resolution would pledge me to embarkin 
war. If war is.necessary. I will not shrink frem 
it, big as it is with calamity andruin.. It will.be 
yo duty of Government to obviate some of its 
evils. 

I am in, hopes, too, sir, that l have been so for- 
tunate as to check the intemperance of the youth 
of my country. They will excuse me._ I trust 
we may not be led away by the ardor of youth 
or of oldage. I shall vote for the increase of the 
regular force, to go hand in hand with my friends, 
even in @ war, if necessary and just. I have not 
made thisspeech to prove that 1 am against war. 

Mr. Finpvey said he had frequently observed 
members, after a question had undergone a very 


tedious discussion, say that if the yeas and nays 
had not been called they-would not have spoken 
of the question, but these having been called 
they. must assign the reasons for their votes. He 
did not approve of that principle, because if it 
was to be reduced to practice every member 
would ‘speak to every such question, and there 
would be no end of the debate. However, on 
this question, though he thought it.had been suf- 
ficiently discussed, yet he deemed it proper to 
exptess a few thoughts, not so much to give the 
reasons for the vote he designed to give, as to 
explain the principles on which he designed to 
give his vote. He’ designed to vote for the reso- 
lution Before the House, but not surely for the 
same reasons or with the same determined views 
that some honorable» members have expressed, 
He would not dwell on the tyrannies and robber- 
iés of either the more ancient or modern despots 
or ‘Governments of the old world, but confine 
himself to such as had a direct relation to tie 
question depending before the House. 

That the aggressions and bad faith of the 
British Government, and the recommendations 
of the Executive, were the foundation of the 
resolutions before the House was admitted by all 
that have spoken on the question. In order to 
be understood he would take a concise retrospect 
of our relations, with- Britain since nearly the 
commencement of the present Government of the 
United States. ; 

During the First’Congress an Indian war was 
commencedon our western frontier, and conduct- 
ed as usual-with savage ferocity;. but, believing 
that it only resulted from the combination of a 
few tribes, our defensive measures at first were 
weak, and our first attempts unfortunate. But 
it-soon became such a tedious and expensive war 
as to require for sevéral years the-exertion of all 
our resources. It°had at last a fortunate con- 
clusion; but during its progress our Government 
and the citizens were fully convinced that the 
Indians were encouraged and supported by the 
British Government. 

We all knew that for several years past In- 
dian councils’ have. been convened by British 
agents,-who influenced them by presents and 
employed them as:€missaries to excite the peace- 
able Indians in our own territories ‘toa go to war 
against our new and dispersed settlements, It 
would be infidelity to doubt the truth of the Indians 
having received their arms, &c., from British 
agents, and though these British allies have got 
a-check in the late engagement, yet it -also has 
cost-us dear. “ We have no ground to conclude 
that the danger is over; revenge is the predomi- 
nant passion of savages, and though we have not 
such unequivocal proofs of the British in the 
present instance exciting the Indians-to war and 
supplying them for that. purpose, as we had in 
1793; when President WasnHINGTon received a 
copy of Lord Dorchester’s speech to the Indian 
tribes encouraging them to war against our set- 
tlements, and promising them a co-operation of 
the British foree—the copy of which gracious 
speéch several members yet in Congress saw at 
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that time and evéry member has heard of it—| sessed that advantage ever since the commence- 


through a kind Providence that ¢o-operation was 
prevented’ by the defeat of the British armies in | 
Europe. Thotgh we have not at present such | 
explicit proofs that the Indians at present are | 
acting as British allies, yet we have as much | 
proof ‘as the natare of the case can afford, and it 
would be very unwise if we did not act aceord- 
ingly. ; : 
Prot the above view of the subject, if we had 
no other cause, I déduce’the expediency of in- 


commendation of the’President and of ouf com- 
mittee. I think’more has been said about taking 
Canada than was necessary, It is true, that dur- 
ing the’ same Indian war it was the opinion of 
our most sage politicians that we never could be | 
secure against Indian war till we had possession 
of Canada, and by that means have it in our 
power to cut off the communication between 
foreign nations and the Indians on our frontiers 
and in our own territory. They said that neither 
our revenue, our eredit or population would at 
that time justify the attempt; but that we were 
rapidly increasing in population and-all other 
resources while the nations of Europe are wast- 
ing their own strength, but the time was fast ap- 
proaching when we must repel national insults 
or-surrender-.our independence, This was said 
particularly with respect to the impressment of 
our seamen. At the commencement of this out- 
rage, never committed by any other nation but | 
Britain, the public mind was very sensibly affect- | 
ed by it, but time and the frequent repetition of | 
the injury seems to have rendered the public | 
feelings callods. This put him in mind of what 

he had sometimes observed, that when the sav- 

ages scalped a few families on the frontier, the | 
whole country was terribly alarmed, but that 
after the savage butchery. had continued and: ex- 

tended itself for some tite, the sensibility seemed 

to abate. “This had’ been evidently the effect of 
the continued impressment of our seamen. 

Mr. F. said he did not vote for a respectable 
increase of ‘our regular force with .a settled de- 
termination of going to war. His fixed view was 
to prevent war, the best means for doing which, 
it was generally admitted, was to be prepared for 
it; this was the most effectual mean’ of deterring 
other nations from forcing it on us, or doing us 
unprovoked injury. . This was not the first occa- 
sion that he had heard threats of taking Canada 
talked of on that floor, he thought improperly. 
We were ow called to make provision for such 
a force as would enable the Executive to pre- 
serve the peace of the country ; whether it would 
become expedient to defend the country by of- 
fensive operations, was not the present question : 
what was now proposed. was to provide sufficient 





means of defence. Whether it became expedi- | cessarily to follow. it. 








ment of the present Government, and even before 
that period.* These causes with Britain have 
been sometimes relaxed, and sometimes changed 
their forms, but seem now to have come to a 
crisis. The impressment of our seamen, admit- 
ted by all to be a justifiable cause of war, has 
never been relinquished ; but numerous. other 
causes have now been added. Consulting what 
we thought expedient, we have borne a testimony 
against these injuries by every practicable re- 
striction, short of hostility: in doing this, we 
consulted our own resources. Since these causés 
of war commenced, our population, our revenué, 
our credit, and other resources, Have greatly in- 
creased. The question now is, whether they are 
so much increased as to render it expedient to 
provide for our own defence by offensive op- 
erations, if necessary. His own opinion was, 
that we were in that situation that it was our 
duty to make such provision as would have a 
tendency to prevent war; or, if war was heces- 
sary, would insure success; and on these princi- 
ples he would vote for the resolution. 

Mr. Roserts observed he should offer ‘no apo- 
logy for rising so late in this discussion, as the 
short time for which he was about to ask atten- 
tion would not justify it. The eloquence and 
talents which had been so abundantly exhibited 
on-this occasion, would not admit of more thana 
concise expression of his opinion, without sub- 
jecting him justly,.to the charge of presumption. 
When the report now under. consideration came 
first before the House, I was, said-he, of the num- 
ber of those who were disposed to decide uponit 
without debate. I have frequently been in the 
minority on thequestion of adjouriment, froma 
wish to reach the question on ‘the resolutions. 
Under these impressions | confess I viewed the 
challenge, or rather the invitation, given by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Grunpy,) “to 
debate this subject now, if it was to be debated 
at all,” more as the impulse of an ingenuous mind, 
preferring, on all occasions, an open course, than 
the dictates of prudence or necessity. Nor was 
it till after the gentleman from North, Carolina 
(Mr. Macon) had invited and urged discussion, 
that I became disposed to join in opinion with 
them, the correctness of Which the debate of this 
day has very much strengthened. 

By the adoption. of this report, we are entering 
on a system of operations of the utmost national 
moment ; the effects of which the wisest amongst 
us cannot fally foresee, and on which we have 
no choice butto act. The discussion has already 
elicited opinions, which it is well to know exist ; 
and the more so, since some of them admit the 
holders to vote for the report, while they allow 
them to be adverse to the measures which are ne- 

A little time may be well 


ent to conduct that defence by offensive opera- | spent in comparing sentiments in this stage of the 


tions, was a question to be decided after the | 


means were provided; it was his opinion that 

this provision was too long delayed. . 
If it is an advantage to a nation to have justi- 

fiable causes of war, the United States have pOs- 


business, as it may be conducive to celerity of 





*The British retaining the western posts, and the 
Spaniards retaining part of our territory, were justifia- 
ble causes of war. 
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movement:in the.sequel,and give more certain 
effect to the measures which must ultimately be 
followed, ; 

Every political community must, of necessity, 
possess rights, which it may enjoy independently 


of, and in common with, evéry. other. One of 


those rights is an uncontrolled jurisdiction over 
its own territory. It has long ago been found 
necessary for nations to settle by convention on 
the great scale where the limits of territory shall 
cease, and where the high seas shall commence. 
This convention, or law, has determined that the 
ships of neutrals shall -be a part of the national 
territory ; so Jong as they are careful to preserve 
a pacific charaeter. Through thé intervention 
of vessels navigating the high seas, nations in 
amity are enabled to overcome the want of prox- 
imity, and all the purposes of trade and commer- 
cial intercourse may thereby, be extended, as well 
to the inhabitants of the remotest corners of the 
earth, as to those only divided by a geometrical 
line. An attempt to interrupt this intercourse 
by, a third nation, is so serious an act of hostility 
and wrong, as not only always to'justify, but to 
demahd, resistance. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Rannoups) bas said, the Government 
would not, on a former oceasion, go to war, wlien 
their trade, which consisted in carrying the pro- 
duce of one foreign country to another, was an- 
noyed and cut up; and why not, he says, be pa- 
cific now, as well as then ? While | agree that 
our national rights extend to both alike, admit- 
ting, however. every Government. to make her 
own municipal regulations, I must be allowed to 
consider our direct export and import trade much 
better worth contending for, than what has been 
denominated our carrying trade. .The cultivators 
and owners of the. soil have never shown any 
disposition to fight for the latter trade; and for a 
very plain and consistent reason. War is sure to 
bring on its train of evils and expense; and where 
it is obvious that these will amount to more than 
the loss of the exercise.of a right_in its nature of 
but transitory use and minor interest, a free peo- 
ple may with propriety refuse to hazard them for 
us support. It is not for such a people to war for 
a speculative right or an empty name. The car- 
rying trade, it must be owned, was profitable in 
exercise, but it was a profit that could be given 
up, without vital prejudice to the national inter- 
ests. Notso with our fair export teade. ‘To yield 
this, would be absolute recolonization. It must 
not only affect us, in the great resourees of na- 
tional strength; but it must break the spirit of 
our citizens, and make them infidels in the princi- 
ple of self-government. It. would, ‘at the same 
time, add means and facilities to the aggressing 
nation. to multiply her outrages. Give up the ex- 
port trade to Great Britain, and.you will next be 
requifed to give up the coasting trade, and to ad- 
mit hernavigation act to as complete operation in 
our bays and harbors, as it now has round. the 
limited shores of the British isles. . The spirit of 
commercial monopoly she has so pertinaciously 
manifested, proves that her ambition craves more 
than her means can aspire to. The wrongs she 
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has long been and still is committing towards 
these States, have assumed a character, that im- 
periously calls. for a resistance, made by all for 
the benefit of all. 

In the alternative offered in the non-importa- 
tion acts for the restoration of friendly intercourse 
with Great Britain and France, they have. only 
been .required, ‘to cease to violate our neutral 
rights” —they are not required.as a preliminary to 
amicable relations, to make indemnity for past 
spoliations. This offer, moderate to faultiness, 
Britain avoids accepting, and. at the same time for- 
feits her plighted faittrto the United States to keep 
pace with France in relaxing her aggressions, on 
a miserable equivocation. After so patient a for- 
bearance; afier so many, and so great sacrifices, 
made to avoid a resort. to war; when moderation 
has uniformly invited injury ; when am hostility, 
as inveterate, as. constant and long continuing, can 
leave little hope of a change of temper on the pari 
of the British Government, it is surely time to 
prepare to: makea stronger appeal to her interests, 

he report itself, and:the diseussion arising out 
of it, presents different considerations to the mind. 
The Executive Message has delineated the pos- 
ture of our affairs with Britain, and bas marked out 
a course of policy adapted to them with much 
clearness. from the mutual explanations of the 
members of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
it appears that it became a question, whether their 
report should conform to the Message, or take a 
more advance) position. It has been made, how- 
ever, very muéh in conformity with it, and the 
members of the committee have mostly given 
their, opinions On ulterior measures with equal 
candor and ability, With the gentleman from 
Virginia, who spoke last, (Mr. Nexrson,) I am 
ready to vote for the report; but by this vote I do 
not pledge myself further than toactas future 
exigence may justify; An attentive perusal of 
the Message has impressed my mind with a con- 
viction that it is the result of much and wise delib- 
eration. Itis strongly marked with a correct and 
intimate knowledge of this subjeet. _ The Consti- 
tution has assigned it asa duty to the Executive to 
superintend the. external concerns.of the Union. 
I deem it particularly fortunate that that officer, 
from a long concern in the Government, is well 
read in the history of our disputes with Great 
Britain... A communication of his opinion, in the 
highly responsible shape it has come before this 
House, justly claims-for it great and high regard. 

“ By being ready,” says the Message ; “ to meet 
with cordiality, satisfactory proofs of a change ot 
temper on the part of Gredt Britain, and in the 
mean time to adapt our measures to the views 
which have been disclosed through their Minis- 
ter,” we shall “ best consult our whole duty.” In 
pursuance of these suggestions, the report appears 
to have been made. While we are seriously pre- 
paring to meet the worst, in the true spirit of a 
Republican people, we shall hold ourselves ready 
by this course to accept an honorable and safe 
accommodation of differences to the last moment. 
lf that accommodation does not take place before 
the time preparations are made for an appeal to 
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arms, (of which, I confess, I have but little hopes,) | now; that must follow the acquisition. But if it 
| shall decide for war, as promptly as any one, | were to be settled now, I do not think itvery em- 
and place my foot as far as he who goes farthest; | barrassing. If by annexing them.to the Union, it 
but that vote shall not begiven to subserveany local" should be feared that the Federal Government 
or partial interests. Our people have heretofore | could not-embrace it, let them ‘become an inde- 
been generally employed in growing the necessa- | pendent and self-governed nation, with whom our 
riesand raw materials for the comforts of life,and. amicable relations would be cemented-by ties of 
exchanging them for the elegances, luxuries, and | gratitude on their part; it would. surely be better 
wealth ef other nations. In the advantages thence |.than to have them governed by the slaves of an 
arising, every portion of the community have hap- | inimical and rival Power, and kept as a recepta- 
pily participated. The inhabjtants of the more | cle for spendthriftsand outlaws. The importance 
rigorous climates of the East and North have been | of these colonies to Great Britain has been qués- 
the merchants and navigators for those of the | tioned; but there is nothing clearer, than that they 
milder regions, of the South and West. This | are becoming every-day of more importance ‘to 
course of things, after having been for a while | the mother country ; their consequence is.increas- 
strongly impelled, by the war growing out of the | ing im the ratio, that that of her sugar colonies is 
French Revolution, has now become impeded, by | decreasing. 
obstructions derivedl from the same source. Aj; [I é¢annot with some gentlemen doubt the suffi- 
change’of attitude with this change of things is| ciency of this Government to conduct a war. 
called for, and his call,is made under circum- |. However congenial a state of peace may be toa 
stances that presents no alternative but'a vigorous } Republic, the Constitution of the United States 
preparation for resistance, or,as has been frequently ' must have been. framed with a view to war as 
observed during this debate, “unconditional sub- | well as peace. The members of the grand con- 
mission,” ; vention had almost all been active characters in 
Far be it from me, to wish to appear to view | the Revolutionary war. On the subject of war 
the evils of war lightly—I am not, however, for | they were ‘certamly more than mere theorists. 
conjuring up pictures of them, however great, to | Honest apprehensions have, too, been entertained 
deter me from my duty. Even a free people, whose | in times back of the Government being too strong ; 
every habit and feeling incline them to peace. | [ think, however, that we may look with well 
must sometimes meet war ; and when the unhappy | grounded confidence for complete sufficiency in it ; 
necessity occurs, they should be prepared to meet. without being alarmed at the reverse of the pic- 
it with ao’ unshaken countenance. That the peo-* ture. While the power of declaring war is vest- 
ple of the United States will so meet iit, I feel the | ed in Congress; while levies and supplies are 
fullest assurance. Neither a wish to avuid ex-4 within its control; while a’check on the appoint- 
pense nor the just fear of physical and moral,in- | ing powers is vested in the Senate; and a periodi- 
jury can possibly induce them to surrender or dis- | cal termination of the President’s office exists ; 
sipate the rich inheritance they possess, purchased | the Executive arm, though sufficiently untram- 
with the blood of their fathers. | melled for necessary aod useful command, is effec- 
I cannot view-the British possessions, which in| tually paralyzed as to the exercise of power to af- 
ease of a war are more particularly presented to | fect or change the free features of the Govern- 
our attack, as necessarily calculated to produce | ment; unless indeed the representation should be- 
the consequences some gentlemen anticipate... If come utterly corrupt, an event no one can believe 
a war should take place, the enemy’s commerce | possible. 1 feel much satisfaction at this moment 
will call into exercise the enterprise and intre- | in seeing a man-at the head of the Government 
pidity of our citizens; not,as has been said, in the | who‘had. a conspicuous concern in framing the 
character of pirates, lawless depredators and buc-| Constitution, and whose official duties have since 
caneers ; but as men engaged in justifiable repri-.| closely connected him with the administration of 
sal and open warfare. In such a state of things,| Government under-it. In the’ Message out of 
there will be no stronger motive to our citizens to| which the report before you has sprung, not the 
combat by the side of Napoleon’s warriors than at,| slightest doubt is discoverable of the efficiency of 
present ; if they choose to expatriate themselves, | our institutions to sustain us under every exigency 
has the Government power to prevent it? Ebe-| that may-overtake us. My own reflections on 
lieve not.. Congress will hardly add legal facili- | this subject (and they have neither been light nor 
ties to such a warfare—such- fears can have no| transitory) have neither served to alarm, or in- 
foundation. timidate. I repose in safety on the saving max- 
The British Colonies on this Continent, in a| im.‘ never to despair of the Republic.” 
war between this country and her, must also be-| Mr. McKee.—Mr. Speaker, I rise to address 
come an object of attack to us. No gentleman | the House at this late hour of the debate, with 
has expressed a doubt of our ability to make a/ reluctance; but the importance of the question 
conquest of them—but they presage evils to arise | must be my-apology: 
out of the conquest. Our territory, say they,| Some gentlemen, in felicitating themselves on 
already too large, by such a measure must be | account of the temper of the House. evidenced 
greatly increased, and the integrality of this Union | by the determination to adopt vigorous measures 
endangered, if notdestroyed. If ourcountry shall | against England, have expressed a regret that 
be drawn to the conquest of those territories, the {measures of a similar character had not been re- 
disposition of them.is not-a question to be settled | sorted to long since. 
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In this sentiment 1 cannot agree, In reviewing 
-past times, we cannot but perceive, that ‘it has 
Lomsne desire of the Government to avoid being 


involved in the war with which Europe has been’ 


so long desolated, and by dealing out justice to 
the belligerents, respectively, with an impartial 
hand, to-preserve our neutrality, permitting our 
citizens peacefully to pursue their private avoca- 
tions, reaping the rich: harvest arising from our 
neutral commerce. ' 
This was certainly a wise, policy, and the dis- 
tinguished success with which it was attended is 
a cleat evidence. of its wisdom and propriety. 
Why, then, should it-be condemned? Have any 
people ever acquired individual wealth with so 
much rapidity; or have any been more happy in 
the enjoyment of domestic tranquillity, than the 
peopleof the United States? None. The wish 
of the late and the present Administrations, was 
to continue this state of happy prosperity as long 


as it was practicable, by making’ acts of wrong 


and vexation of a minor sort, growing out of the 
violence of the times, the subject of negotiation, 
rather than a cause of war. And, is this course 
of policy now to be condemned, and regrets en- 
tered up.that we have not been at war years ago? 

At the opening of the session of Congress, in 
Deeember, 1809, after the disavowal of Erskine’s 
arrangement, when our relations with England 
assumed.a more unfavorable aspect than at the 
close of the Summer ‘session, the Committee on 
Foreigm Relations, with a desire to preserve our 
neutrality, presented to the House a measure usu- 
ally termed Macon’s bill, No. 1; a measure which 
it ismow known was approved by the Adminis- 
‘tration, and had the sanction even of a higher au- 
thority, (if such there be.) ‘This measare was 
calculated in its:operation to present serious diffi- 
culties to. those nations by whom the rights. of 
our neutral flag were disregarded ; and, at the 
same:time,-it left open to the enterprise of our 
‘citizens, those channels of trade, not included 
within the scope of the orders and decrees of the 
belligerents, as they then stood ; a commerce as 
extensive and valuable as we can expect to enjoy 
in times of general peace. It was, however, op- 
posed, and successfully, too, by war speeches. It 
fell, and by its fall the Administration were driven 
from their ground, and the hopes of maintaining 
much longer the neutrality of the United States 
also fell with it. This unfortunate event was 
succeeded by the act of May, 1810. By this act, 
the belligerents were invited, in a new form, to 
withdraw their ordersand decrees ; promising, on 
our part, in case either of them should accept-the 
invitation thus giver to both, to put in force the 
non-importation sections of the non+intercourse 
law against the party persevering in their orders 
or decrees for three months after’their adversary 
had accepted the invitation thus given. The law 
of May, 1810, was enacted with a hope that the 
terms thereby offered to the belligerents, respect- 
ively; would induce the one or the other to ac- 
cept them, and withdraw their orders.or decrees. 
And an expectation was also entertained, that if 
one of the parties could be induced to relinquish 
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their orders or decrees, the other party would fo|- 
low the epee le; and, if this just expectation 
should be met bya perseverance of either of the 


parties in their orders or decrees, after their ad- 


versary had accepted the invitation thus given, j, 
would ‘test the. sincerity of the various and re. 


‘peated declarations made by them, respectively. 


that their orders and decrees, affeeting our. com. 
merce, were reluctantly issued in their own just 
defence., 

Those also who preferred war to the preserva- 
tion of our neutrality, and by whom Macon’s bil! 
was rejected, would be relieved from the embar. 
rassment of going to war with two-of the most 
powerful nations in -the world, :or of selecting 
which of the two should be made our enemy, at a 
time when we had just cause of war against both. 
The fixed and determined ‘hostility of one of the 
parties toward. the United States, would be (as 
Mt certainly now. is) most clearly proved; and 
thereby our measures of hostility rendered the 
more necessary, and more likely to: receive the 
unanimous approbation of the American people. 

My. opinion, therefore, is, that it was. wise to 
preserve our neutrality as long as-possible, mak- 
ing an appeal to force the. last reluctant resort ; 
and, inasmuch as the majority of Congress, in 
1809, resolved to change the peaceful character of 
this country, the intervening period has been em- 
ployed in a last effort to avert the calamities of 
war; the result of which has relieved this Gov- 
ernment from any liability.to the charge of par- 
tiality to either of the belligerents, by compelling 
one of them, by their own act, to present them- 
selves as the object of our just hostility. 

In the present state of our relations with Eu- 
rope, it seems to me the ,question which we are 
summoned to decide, is, Whether we shall repeal 
the non-importation law, or adhere to it as a sys- 
tem.of resistance to the Orders in Couneil; or 
whether we shall raise the force contemplated by 
the resolutions on your table, with the intention 
of using it when raised against Great Britain ? 
If we repeal the non-importation law, in pursu- 
ance of the request, or father the mandate of His 
Britannié Majesty’s Minister and Plenipotentiary 
to the United States, without substituting war or 
some equivalent measure of resistance to the Or- 
ders in Council, we shall consecrate the monstrous 
pretensions of the British Government to regulate 
our foreign trade, and fashion it mto that form 
which best suits her views and interest. Such a 
course would be. unworthy and disgraceful, and 
would entitle us to the indignant contempt of al! 
the world, and cannot be pursued. 

An adherence to the non-importation law as a 
measure of resistance to the Orders in Council. 
appears to me to be no. better.. How long shall 
we live at this poordying rate, before this non- 
importation law. will effect the repeal of the Or- 
ders in Council? Will it be two years or twenty 
years? The answer is.in the bosom of futurity. 
But, in the meantime, our prosperity is gone ; our 
resources are wasting; and: the present state o! 
things is sapping the foundations of our political 
institutions by the demoralization of the people. 
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It cannot be denied that a bounty is offered to 
the people to violate your law ;.a bounty that has 
been accepted by many, and will be accepted by 
more ; and thus the wicked are prosperous,.while 
the good man turns pale. Their prosperity will 
have an injurious and demoralizing effect. on 
the country, tending to lessen the ideal enormity 
of the violations of your laws by the frequency 
and familiarity of sach acts, and the conse- 
quent prosperity attendant thereon ; morality and 
patriotism, will, in’ too great a degree, be aban- 
doned as the badges of poverty; and whenever 
the morality.and patriotism of your people:is lost 
in any degree, so in proportion will your political 
institutions be rendered insecure. In the mean- 
time the wishes, the views. and’ calculations of 
your adversary, founded on their Orders:in Coun- 
cil, are fulfilled. 

To me, therefore, war with all its evils is the 
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When the first five -resolutions on your table 
|-shall have passed this House, and arrive in Eng- 
| land, accompanied with the commentary on them, 
given by the Committee of Foreign Relations, 
| England cannot. misunderstand their meaning. 
| If, then, England determines to conciliate: this 
country by withdrawing the Orders in Couneil, 
the matter will end very well; but if she deter- 
mines to permit us to proceed*to hostility with 
| her, is it not probable she will strike the first 
blow by sweeping, fromthe ocean every inch of 
American canvass?» What» security have you 
that England will not adopt such a course?) Do 
pen expect she will be deterred from it by the 
principles of morality or her ancient usage? © Sir, 
| British history will furnish .yow with cases in 
\point.. At the commencement of the war of 
| 1756, long before any declaration.of war had 
; taken place between France and England, secret 








preferable course calculated to produce the de- | orders were given by the English Admiralty to 
sired end, if attainable at all, with more celerity, | sweep the ocean of French commerce, which was 
by producing a stronger appeal to the interests of executed accordingly, and American commerce 
the British Goveroment to do us justice. «It has’ May share a similarfate. — 

been stated by the gentleman from Virginia, who | ‘“y apprehensions on this subject are strength- 
spoke last, (Mr. Netsoy,) that he is willing to | ened by a recurrence to the origin of-our differ- 





comply with the Executive recommendation, by 
voting the men; but he seems unwilling to vote 
for the employment of these men at this time. 
Iam compelled to understand the Executive 
recommendation, not as merely confined to the 
raising the men, but to extend to theemployment 
of the men when raised, for offensive purposes | 
against the British .possessions in North America. | 
For what other purpose could the Executive rec- | 
ommend the raising of men? Could it be to de- | 
fend the country from invasion, or to quell insur- | 
rection? ‘Certainly not ; for no invasion or insur- | 
rection is apprehended. If, therefore, the mere | 
raising the force will be a compliance with the 
Executive recommendation, as the gentleman 
seems to believe it will, you must then accuse 
the Executive of wishing to increase their own | 
patronage, by creating a useless and unnecessary | 
army in time of peace, and thereby conjuring 
down on themSelves the united curses of their 
own friends. The uniform opinion of the Exec- 
utive in the Legislature, as well as in the Cabi- 
net, is a perfect refutation of this idea; yet you | 
must attach. this erroneous inconsistency to the | 
Executive, or admit that his recommendation to | 
raise the force, was made with the intention: of | 
using the force as soon as raised, in offensive war ; 
and it is with this view alone that we can be jus- | 
tified in voting for the resolutions on your table. 
Indeed, sir, my opinion was, and still is, as 1 ex- | 
pressed it in the Committee of the whole House 
on this subject, to wit: that the better mode of | 
proceeding would be, first to lay an embargo on 
all the ships arid vessels of, the United States for 


| 








as a necessary preliminary to the commencement | 
of hostilities, and as an exposition of our inten- | 
tions to this nation as well as to, others. 

As my remarks in the Committee of the whole | 
House have been liable to some misapprehension, | 
I now beg leave to explain them to the House. 


open next Spring: 
 alimited time, as a measure of precaution, as well | 


| ences with England. Out of what did they arise ? 
| Principally from the great prosperity of American 
commerce. Before the year’ 1807 the English 
traders were met in almost.every port and harbor 


‘of the world by the Americans; and the Ameri 
' cans had «the faculty of out-trading the English 


merchants ; this excited the jealousy of the Eng- 
lish, to whom it seemed strange, that American 
commerce and tonnage, unprotected as it was by 
naval force, should be second only to England, 
and arriving fast to an equality, both in amonnt 
and value, with them, who were protected by one 
thousand ships of war. The objeev of the Gov- 
ernment of England, seems to. me, was-to-give a 
preference to her own commerce by crippling 


' that of others; and if such were and now are her 


views, by proceeding as we do, we furnish the 
fairest opportunity to England to give your‘com- 
merce a blow that it will not recover from in half 
acentury. By restraining your merchants within 
your ports and harbors, and. enabling them to 
bring home their property fromy abroad, you would 
not only increase the means of. carrying on the 
war, but, in the meantime, preparations would be 
made for carrying it on with more effect at the 
outset. It isnot to be concealed that, before the 


/eommencement of hostilities, you must resort to 


an embargo; no commercial nation can, without 
the most obvious absurdity, go to war with a na- 
val Power without first laying an embargo for 


| three or four m@nths.. And when, I ask, will you 


proceed to lay your embargo? Certainly it ought 
to be very shortly, if you expect the campaign to 
Such a course would havea 
happy effect om your recruiting service; no man, 
then, could either mistake or mistrust your views, 
and the best population in your country, perceiv- 


| ing that the nation was about to engage ina war, 


where laurels might be won, would flock,to your 
standard. 
But, sir, as Matters now stand, your first five 
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resolutions, looking to war, and the sixth résolu- | cumstances, call aloud upon us to cherish peace. 


tion, calculated only for a state’of peace, the yeo- 
manry of the country will recollect: the. fate of 
the army of six thousand, and will reluctantly 
engage in your service, lest they;:too, should ‘be 
employed in an ignoble warfare against the fens 
of the: Mississippi and ‘the hosts of. mosquitoes 
and gallinippers with which they are infested. 

This, sir, ts my view of the subject ; butyas we 
‘all appear to be travelling.to one result, and only 
differ about the route which would be most ad- 
visable, and gentlemen whose superior wisdom, 
talents, aad experience, 1 am bound.to venerate, 
differ with me as to the mode of proceeding, and 
have desermined not to go with me, I- will ‘go 
with. them; at the same time, if any aceident 
should happen, I shall have nothing to/answer 
for—my constituents have no ships. 

Mr. Sranrorp said, as the resolution before the 
House contemplated an additional army. and 
from the avowal of its friewds, involved in»it the 
question of. peace or war, he felt the désire 10 
assign the reasons of his vote upon so'important 
a subject. He was the more disposed to do so as 
he should ‘probably find himself .in a very small 
minority upon the question. He was-not flatter- 
ed, he: said, with using arguments which ‘would 
eonvince others» but for himself he felt their 
force strong enough.to fix his mind against the 
measure. If ‘he were to vote, he said, for the 
proposed army, he should vote ‘inconsistently 
with all his former opinions and principles upon 
the subject, and he never could think of acting.a 
part inconsistent with himself, and that more 
especially when all his experience had gone to 
confirm his first impressions, his -honest. preju- 
dicts against standing armies. Such establish- 
ments. had. always proved the bane of free Gov- 
ernments, and he could not see how we were to 
get along with them, and remain, as he believed 
we were, the freest and happiest people upon 
earth. 

But, sir, we are told war is to be: declared in 
certain events, and that the army proposed is to 
invade and take the Canadas. We are then to 
pass out‘of the’ limits of the United States and 
wage a war of the foreign offensive kind! . If 
such was the contemplated use‘of this army 
when raised,.he was stillthe more opposed to the 
measure. He was against the war itself, and the 
policy of it, and could by no means yield his 


is, to,them at least, new doctrine of war. [{ 


and to avoid war and its evils as the last of the 
alternatives before us; and this, said Mr. S., he 
would be able to show, was the Republican doc- 
trine, as well in the old minority times as since 
that minority grew into a majority. 

The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Grunpy) 
had made a’ direct ‘appeal to, the: Republican 
party, and endeavored to rally and unite them in 


the appeal of the genueman had any reference to 
him, he would beg leave to deny some of his 
positions. He had:himself had some small share 
to act in the political scenes of ’98-9, and he was 
glad to find from the. gentleman’s deelaration 
that he had joined in the “vlamor” of the day, 
to pall down the then Federal Administration 
for the unjustifiable war which they had gone 
into with Frances Mr. S. said he knew he had 
joined in it most heartily. He believed he then 
acted right in all he did to supersede that Ad- 
ministration, and he still believed he was right. 
The best interests of the country forbade the war, 
and so-the people determined; when ultimately 
they came to decide the question, That party 
thus ousted by the publie voice, the present Re- 
publican majority was brought in upon their own 
protessions of better,principles, the love of peace 
and economy. But now; torgetting our old pro- 
| fessions under a French crisis, we had raised the 
ery of war under a British one, and nothing short 
| of it was to. save our honor. . Mr,, 8. declared if 
there was any difference in the causes of war then 
and ‘now, he thought it turned most decidedly in 
| favor of the.former period, since the mote intol- 
| erable outrage in the case of the Chesapeake had 
| been at length atoned for. What were the facts! 
| French decrees existed at.that.time against your 
| rightful commerce—he spoke of the arréttes or 
decrees of the French difectory—these had the 
same practical effect on our maritime neutral 
rights that the British orders have now. Freach 
cruisers waylaid the mouths of your. harbors. 
and captured your vessels; and the first success- 
ful act of the United States after the quasi-war 
eommenced, was, the taking of one of these cruis- 
ers in the mouth of one. of our harbors. He 
begged leave to read the decree itself—and there 
were others passed about the same time not less 
obnoxious. 
“ January 18, 1798, Art, 1.—The character of vessels 











vote.to bring it about. That there was sufficient:|in what concerns their quality, as neutral or enemy, 
cause of war, he was ready to acknowledge, and | shall be decided by their-cargo; in consequence, every 
he was not disposed in any the least degree, to-| vessel found at sea, laden, in whole or in part, with 
palliate the offences of Great Britain, or that of'| merchandise coming from England or her possessions, 
any of the other belligerents, committed on the | shall be declared good prize, whoever may be the pro- 
persons and property of our citizens. ‘All of them | prietor of their productions, or merchandise.” 
had deserved war at our hands, but we had atno| To the spoliations committed under decrees of 
time since the commencement of our present | this kind, which they have always refused to 
Government seen it our interest or poliey to.give | retribute and make good, they added a further in- 
into it, inthe open and declared form, nor that of | dignity to the nation in the persons of its Envoys. 
any other form, except that of a guasi character | They refused to receive them in their character as 
which happened under Mr..Adams’s admunistra- | such, but clandestinely met their subordinate 
tion. The question never had been whether we | agents to intrigue and tamper with them for 
had or had not cause of war, but whether the true | bribes, and-for a considerable time withheld the ne- 
interest of the United States did not, ander all cir- ! cessary passports for their return home. Wrongs 
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and indignities like these, said Mr. S., the Re- 
publican minority of ’98-9 did not consider of 
magnitude enough for the United States to forego 
the great interests of peace, and give into the 
war, which was then made to redress them. 





How the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Grun- 


py) could avow himself the advocate of peace 
doctrines then, and those of war now, would be 
for himself to reconcile. He felt that those in 
terests Were as omnipotent now as they were 
then. 

But, said Mr. S., the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. CaLnoun) tells us it is a principle 
of honor in a nation, as in an individual, to resist 
a first insult. If such doctrine is to be admitted, 
when should we have had a moment’s peace? 
From one or the other belligerents of Europe, 
since their.late wars commenced, we have never 
been without just complaints against them for 
some violation of our neutral rights, and of course 
must have taken an. early share in their wars. 
The truth is, we cannot liken, nor will the simili- 
tude hold good between an ‘individaal’s honor, 
or his sensibility to it, and that of a nation’s. A 
single impressment or capture may be well ad- 
mitted to form a ground of reprisal and war; but 
we should have been a ruined country long ere 
now, if, under the existing circumstances of the 
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selves. Under all the circumstances of that cause 
of complaint, he did not think it a cause sufficient 
for him to depart from the neutral ground he had 
assumed; nor was the annoyance of our com- 
merce less vexatious in his time than since. In 
like manner, under Mr. Adams’s Administration, 
the same complaints existed, though in that of 
the latter, not, perhaps, to the same degree ; and, 
under the eight years of Mr. Jefferson’s Adminis- 
tration, the same state of things continued, cer- 
tainly with an increased degree of violence, to 
which was also added the more aggravating in- 
sult upon the Chesapeake. Mr. Jefferson had 
never been suspected of partiality for Great Brit- 
ein, and then, indeed, the accepted time had come 
for a war with that Government; all parties were 
united, and pledged themselves to support him in 
the war. The pulse of the nation beat high for 
it. But he felt, because he knew, that peace was 
the best interest of his country, and forbore to call 
Congress together. He had always admired the 
man; but, upon that occasion, he felt more than 
a sentiment of admiration toward him. When, 
at length, wrongs had thusaccumulated, and called 
fur some system of counteraction and resistance, 
till negotiation could be farther tried, the embargo 
was resorted to in preference to war; and, when 
that was done away, a system of non-intercourse 


world, and belligerent Europe, we had yielded to | was substituted, and to that again succeeded the 


for a first and single instance of aggression from 
either of the belligerents. The same gentleman 
argues that everything now calls upon us to | 
make a stand; that there was no danger to our | 
liberties in a standing army ef twenty or thirty | 
thousand men, and that all admitted there was 
justifiable cause of war, and he believed it had | 
now become necessary. This was declaiming, | 
Mr. S. said, very handsomely upon the subject of | 
war, he would agree; and he very well recollect- | 
ed we had heard the same doctrines precisely, 
and he thought he might be permitted to say, a | 
strain of declamation, at least equally handsome | 
upon the same subject, and from the same State, 
in 1798-9.* Mr. S. contended as the then doc- | 
trines of war, (and it must be admitted the causes | 
of it.were so alike in their character,) it was fair 
to expect that in due time public opinion would 
come to be the same in both cases. 

But, Mr. S. said, he could not perceive how 
the present, of all others, had become the necessa- 
ry and accepted time for war with Great Britain. 
The attack on the Chesapeake frigate had been 
lately atoned for, to the satisfaction of our Gov- 
ernment; and, he trusted, had not been so done 
as to aggravate the crisis of affairs between the 
two countries. If calculated to do so, our Gov- 
ernment could not have received it. The im- 
pressment of our seamen was a just complaint 
against the British Government; but it commen- 
ced under the Administration of General Wasu- 
INGTON, and no one would say he was less sensi- 
ble to national honor and independeuce than our- 


this quickness of sensibility, and had gone to war | 








* This allusion is supposed to be to Mr. Harper, 
then from South Carolina. 
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present alternative law of the same kind; the non- 
importation system which has grown out of this 
with Great Britain has not been tried one whole 
year yet. If gentlemen will have it that this is 
the accepted time for war, how has it happened 
that we have not had it before. Our Councils 
may be presumed to have been as sensible to ag-" 
gression, and as patriotic to redress it, as we now 
are. 

He would beg leave to turn to a vote of this 
House at the last session of the tenth Congress, 
when Mr. Jefferson was still President. The em- 
bargo was about to be repealed, and such gentle- 
men as félt themselves disappointed in its effects, 


| were disposed to substitute a more energetic sys- 


tem than that of nmon-intercourse, and proposed 
the following amendment to the bill “and to 
‘ cause (meaning the President) to be issued under 
‘suitable pledges, and precautions, letters of 
* marque and reprisal against the nation thereaf- 
‘ ter continuing in force its unlawful edicts against 
‘the commerce of the United States.” This was 
considered, as indeed it was, a question of war, 
and the vote stands only 36 to 74. The affair 
of the Chesapeake ther hung over us, and all the 
circumstances under which we found ourselves 
called more imperiously for redress than they 
ever had done before or since, and still a different 
view of what was the true interest of the coun- 
try prevailed. Again, he would turn to the 
second session of the eleventh Congress, under 
the preseat Administration, and still we should 
find that a large majority in this House were de- 
termined not to abandon the peace of the nation. 
They were disposed to countervail the belligerent 
edicts, by commercial restrictions, and to adopt 
anything in that way, short of war; but nothing 
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which should endanger the peace of the country. | one of the belligerent nations—to the linking our 
A bill, however, was introduced “ authorizing the | destinies with those of the European Powers; to 








‘President of the United States to employ the 
‘ public armed vessels, and permitting the mer- 
‘ chant vessels to arm for the defence of Ameri- 
‘can commerce.” The fate of this measure was 
similar to that of the preceding Congress, and 
appears to have been negatived by a vote of 67 
to 47. This, too, was ata tiine when we were 
about'to repeal the non-intercourse law, which 
was done, and the non-importation system substi- 
tuted; no warlike substitute could be carried at 
any of these periods: and; so far, it has not ap- 
peared to have been the accepted time for war, 
and he trusted that time had not yet come. 

If, said Mr. S:, the proposed war was to be of 
the defensive kind, a war which had become ne- 
cessary to defend ourselves at home, there would 
be no hesitation about the cost or difficulties to 
be encountered, but it is avowed to be for con- 
quest. Weare to take the Canadas to insure re- 
spect to our maritime rights. That we should be 
able to take them, he would not pretend to doubt; 
but it would probably be at the expense of much 
blood and treasure, and still, perhaps, without 
coming any nearer to the object of it, that of 
securing respect to those rights. To a nation, 
young, growing, and prosperous, as we were, the 
burdens and expenses of a foreign war was no 
small consideration with him. In 1798, 1799, it 
was fashionable to count the cost, and look at the 
taxes to follow: that doctrine now, however, was 
forgotten; but he would take the liberty to read, 
before he sat down, a passage or two from @ pam- 
phlet of Mr. Nicholas’s, of Virginia, who is now 
no more, but who was at that time considered or- 
thodox in all the Republican doctrines of the day, 

“In a war like the present, (says Mr. Nicholas,) 
which we have not made an offensive one, everything 
of this kind (speaking of the taxes) ought to be taken 
into consideration, although it would be improper to 
do so if our country was really attacked by a foreign 
Power ; because we ought then to hazard everything 
rather than become subjects to any foreign Power.” 


Again: 


“If the lasting preservation of the honor, liberty, | 


and independence of America is our real object, we 
should certainly avoid war during the infant state of 
our country. Such premature efforts bring on a state 
of imbecility in the political as well as in the human 
body, and prevent either from attaining that degree of 
strength which they would otherwise certainly arrive 
at. ‘Twenty years mere of peace, would leave Amer- 
ica fully competent to defend all her just rights against 
any nation. Five years war at this time, would, prob- 
ably, put it out of her power to do it with effect for | 
one hundred years to come.” 


Mr. 8. further added, that as the United States 
was the only re of the civilized world which 
enjoyed any share of the blessings of peace, he 
had trusted the present state of Europe would 
form an argument better than any he could use, 
and a lesson complete against our having any- 
thing todo with their unhappy conflicts and wars. 

But, Mr. Speaker, said Mr, S.. opposed as he 
was to the idea of the United States becoming 


the taking any share in their present conflicts, jf 
his country once determined upon it, he would 
not then hesitate to vote any force, or other means 
to bring it to as speedy and as happy an issue as 
possible ; until then he should preserve his own 
consistency; and contribute in no way to bring 
about that state’ of things which, he believed, 
would prove most ruinous to his country. | 

Mr. Kinc.—Mr, Speaker, I should not have 
troubled this House, with any remarks of mine. 
had it not been for the observations which have 
just fallen from my colleague from North Caro- 
lina. { shall not attempt, sir; to follow that gen- 
tleman in the history which he has given of the 
progress of party in this country, but shall con- 
tent myself with stating, that, in our sentiments, 
we entirely differ; his 1s the doctrine of submis. 
sion; yes, sir, the most.abject submission; mine, 
L trust, is not. Iam in favor of the resolution now 
on your table. I am aware, sir, of the many im- 
portant considerations which will naturally sug. 
gest themselves to the mind of every real friend 
of his country, when he views the consequences 
which may result from the adoption of the mea- 
sure now contemplated. When, sir, the habits of 
a nation, ingrafted, as it were, in its very nature, 
are about to be departed from; when the desti- 
nies of the country are about to be launched on 


}an untried ocean, and when the doubt is about tu 


be solved, whether our Republican Governmen: 
is alike calculated to support us through the trials 
and difficulties of war, and guide us in safety 
down the gentle current of peace, | am aware, 
sir, that we should pause and ponder well the sub- 
ject;'that we should divest ourselves of those 
warm feelings which most generally take posses: 
sion of our minds on viewing the unjust prostra- 
tion of the rights of our country. Sir, that in- 
terest which I feel, in common with others, on 
the decision of a question of such magnitude and 
importance, will, I trust, induce this House to bear 
with me a moment, while, in a few words, | ex- 
plain the motives by which I am actuated in giv- 
ing my decided approbation to the resolution now 
under consideration. If, sir, I were merely to 
turn my attention to the local situation of that 
portion of the country, which I have the honor 
particularly to represent; its extensive and ex- 
posed seacoasts, combined with its present com- 
mercial advantages ; I should, without hesitation, 
give my vote tO the proposed measure. But, sir, 
as in my individual capacity, I feel at all times 


| willing to make not only pecuniary sacrifices, but 


to expose my person in vindicating the rights and 
interests of my country, in my Representative 
capacity, [ will undertake to say, that my constil- 
uents will do no less. Sir, the demon Avarice. 
which benumbs every warm emotion of the soul, 
has not yet gained the ascendency in the South; 
the love of country’ animates every breast, and 
burns with inextinguishableardor. Sir, they fee! 
in common, I trust, witha great majority of every 
portion of this Union, the degradation of our 
country, in submitting for a moment longer to the 
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dishonorable terms proposed directly or indirect- 
‘ly by the British Government. Mr. Speaker, I 
hold it to be correct, thatyin discussing a_ subject 
of such importance, a view of the various mat- 
ters necessarily connected with it, will not be 
considered irrelevant; but, sir, I will not weary 
the patience of this House with a detail of inju- 
ries, unparalleled in the history of former times, 
wantonly inflicted on a nation which. manifested 
to the whole world her sincere desire to support 
the neutral stand which had been taken at the 
earliest period of her Government, and most te- 
naciously adhered to. We have carefully avoid- 
ed, Mr, Speaker, any participation in that system 
of politics which has convulsed and distracted 
the European world. We have restricted our- 
selves‘in the full enjoyment of our rights, lest by 
strictly enforcing them, we might produce a col- 
lision with any nation, however little her conduct 
might’be guided by the principles of equity. Sir, 


we have borne with injury, until, in the language | 


of your committee, forbearance has. ceased to be 
a virtue. We have remonstrated, we -have ap- 
pealed to the justice, to the interest, of the two 
great contending Powers of Europe; every effort 
proved abortive; our calls for justice were drown- 
ed in the declaration that their measures were 
merely retaliatory, and not intended to interfere 
with neutral rights ; thus, sir, the matter rested, 
when specific propositions were submitted to 
each. Yes, sir, by an act which has placed the im- 
partiality of our country beyond the reach of sus- 
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my country—or sap the foundation of that inde- 
pendence cemented by the blood of our fathers. 
We were told by a gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Ranpotp#,) a few days since, that we have suffi- 
cient cause for war. I ask you, then, sir, why do 
we hesitate? Shall we always yield? Shall we 
always shrink from the contest? The adoption 
of this resolution is the touchstone—by it we rise 
or fall. We have been asked, Mr. Speaker, why 
not lay upon your table a proposition to go to war? 
It-is there, sir; it is contained in this resolution ; 
the moment we give it our sanction we declare 
our fixed resolve to render effective the force con- 
templated to be raised. Yes, sir, unless Great 
Britain manifests a disposition speedily to do us 
justice—by her acts, sir, not by her words. The 
gentleman from Virginia calls upon the Repre- 
sentatives of the seacoasts, of the slaveholding 
States, and asks if they are willing to say to Eng- 
land “we intend to go to war with you.” Does 
the gentleman mean to excite our fears for the 
|loss of our property? As one of the many on 
this floor who stand in the situation mentioned by 
that gentleman, I step forth to declare for-myself 
and my constituents, that, when loss of national 
honor is placed in the scale, and attempted to be 
balanced by pecuniary interest, we will, without 
hesitation, kick the beam. But, sir, we are now 
| contending for the restoration of our rights, the 





deprivation of which strikes at the very founda- 
tions of our prosperity. Sir, to us, it matters 
little:- whether our cities tumble into ruin by deser- 


picion, we demanded of each the revocation of | tion for want of employment, by poverty produc- 


her obnoxious edicts, as the only means of pre- 
serving our friendship. We all know what has 
been the consequence: France has met our ad- 
vances, has embraced our propositions. Great 
Britain not only refuses a repeal on her part, but, 
while she affects to lament the effects produced 
on neutral rights, takes the most effectual meth- 
ods to render them perpetual. Sir, blindness and 
ignorance itself can no longer be deceived by 
British policy. 

We have been told, sir, that this will be a war 
for the support of the carrying trade; let me here 
remark, and I wish to be distinctly understood, as 
avowing my determination never to give a vote, 


ed by British wrongs and aggression, or, im vindi- 
cating the cause of our country. fall by a quicker 
| process. Sir, I have no fear of invasion, and, 
therefore, have no fears arising fromthe black 
population, which strikes with so much horror on 
| the sensitive mind of the gefitleman from Virgi- 
nia. For my country, Mr. Speaker, I lament its 
existence; I view it as the bane, the curse of the 
land, and most sincerely, sir, do I wish that a sec- 
ond Moses could take them by the hand, and lead 
| them in safety toa distant land, where their cries 
would never more strike on the ear of sympathy. 
For one, sir, 1 promise, 1 would not expose my- 
self to the waves of the sea. We are told, Mr. 


so long as I have the honor of a seat on this floor, |Speaker, that we stand pledged to France, that 
which will involve this country in a war, for the | we must become a party with her in this war. 
recovery or support of this extraneous species of | Sir, I call upon the gentleman from Virginia to 
commerce. I believe I shall not be incorrect | make the assertion good, to fix the imputation 
when I assert, that nine-tenths of this country | upon the Executive or upon this House. Sir, my 
never did and never will derive the smallest ben- | pledge is to my country, to this very land; here, 
efit from it. But, sir, the right to carry in our | and here alone, the warm affections of my heart 
own ships the produce of our own country toany find a point around which to rally. To all other 
quarter, not therebyviolating the laws of nations, | Governments, Iam perfectly indifferent—I am no 
or contravening legitimate municipal regulations, Frenchman, J am no Englishman. 

is one which I never will yield; for, sir,in doing! We have been told, sir, that this will be a war 
sO, we paralyze the industry of our citizens; we | of aggrandizement, a war of conquest. Iam as 
give a fatal blow to the best interests of our coun- | little disposed to extend the territory as any other 
try. Yes, sir, we yield the principle, we invite to | individual of this House. I know that dissimilar 
further encroachments. Our country, sir, is agri- | interests must and will prevail from a too great 
cultural, but so intimately blended with com- | extension of our dominion. Bur, sir, we will not 


merce, that the one cannot long exist unaided by | dere enter into a discussion, whether an accession 
the other. Sir, I will not yield an inch of ground, | of country would or would not conduce to the 
when, by so doing, I-destroy an essential right of | interests of the Government. Sir, this will bea 
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war forced upon us; we Cannot, under existing | put it to the nation—was it brave? Was it con- 
circumstances, avoid it. To wound our enemy | sistent with that independence we profess to 
in the most vulnerable part should only be consid- | maintain, to submit without a struggle to that 
ered. Sir, I trust, if our differenees with Great | annihilation of the liberties of those hardy sons of 
Britain are not speedily adjusted, (of which, in- | their country, seeking their subsistence on the wa- 
deed, I have no expectation,) we shall take Can- | tery element, that common highway of nations? 
ada. Yes, sir, byforce; by valor; not by seduc- | Sir, they are our brothers, they are entitled to the 
tion, as the gentleman from Virginia expresses it. | same privileges, to the same protection. Yet the 
I have no reliance on their friendship—I hope it | gentleman from Virginia feels no sympathizing 
will not-be calculated on. Sir, 1am not deterred | emotions of soul, on calling to mind the hard- 
from the firm purposes of my mind, by the predic- | ships they endure. Yet,sir, he declares to us that 
tions of the gentleman from Virginia. I-haveno | should he be convinced that Great Britain has 
fears, sir, thatthe people of our country will de-| either directly or indirectly spilled the blood of 
sert ‘their Government while asserting the rights | our citizens, he would hesitate no longer, he 
of the country ; and I «must believe, that gentle- | would march to Canada. Let him, sir, turn his 
man’s assertion. to the contrary notwithstanding, | eyes to those floating mansions, he will there be- 
that Virginia will not be the last to afford sup- | hold the blood of our citizens—brave, honest, in- 
plies. We are told, sir, that Republicans are in- | dustrious citizens—streaming in torrents, shed by 
consistent; that, in 1798, they refused to raise an | the hands of their brothers, their friends. We 
army, although General Wasuincron would be | have been told, sir, that Great Britain never will 
at their head, and that we then had sufficient | relinquish, her right, (for such they affect to call 
eause to go to war with the Directory of France. | it;) for one, sir, | never will submit to it. I had 
For myself, sir, | was at that period:conning the | rather that fast-aachored isle, that protector of 
lessons of childhood. I will not now undertake | the liberties of the world, should be swept from 
to say, whether, at that time; there was or was | the catalogue, of nations than submit that one 
not cause for war, as has been declared. To me } American—one natural-born citizen—should, at 
it matters not. Sir,.l am just commencing my | her will, be torn from nisfamily, his country, and 
political career ; 1 am consistent; I find my coun- | kept in a state of the most horrid slavery. Sir, 
try degraded by insults uorevenged ; almost ruin- | this will not be a warof conquest. It will be a 
ed by her efforts to preserve friendship with na- | struggle for existence. I am sorry I have detain- 
tions who feel power and forget right; and, al-| ed the House for a moment; I perfectly agree 
though | am opposed to the principle of having | with the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Trovur) 
large standing armies in our country, yet, sir, | that we should put an.end to debate. I have 
under these circumstances, I feel justifiable in de- | been drawn into these remarks by what fell from 
parting from the general principle. Washington | my colleague. I again repeat, that his doctrine is 
isno more? Yes, sir, the Father of his Country | nothing more or less than submission. Sir, 1 de- 
ean no longer wield its destinies. ‘But I trust | nounce the principie. 

there are men, (without resorting to acquitted| Mr. Boyp.—Mr. Speaker, I should not have 
felons,) Mr. Speaker, on whom the confidence of | risen, on the present occasion, had not the honor- 
this nation might in ‘safety repose ;: men whose { able Committee of Foreign Relations requested 
military skill would be fully adequate to every }all those that did not intend to vote for such 
emergeticy ; men who, actuated by. that patriotic | ulterior measures as they might hereafter find 
love of country, not uncommon in the annals of | necessary to bring forward, would not vote for 
this nation, would fight our battles, redeem the | the present resolutions, as they were a part of a 
national spirit, and, when nations had returned to | system that might eventuate in war, &c. From 
a sense of justice, and reparation had been made | those observations, I feel myself, and those that 
for the wrongs wantonly inflicted on us, would, |1in part-have the honor to represent, called on 
without hesitation, resign their authority into the | to say how far I will go, and how far I will not 
hands of the Government from whence it ema-!| go. Sir, when we talk about war, we ougiit to 
nated. We have been told, Mr. Speaker, that | know for what we are going to wage it, and to 
Great Britain is fighting the battles of the world ; | see that the means are commensurate to the end. 
that we are protected by that nation “ who rides | Let it not be thought by this that I have any apo- 
on the mountain wave, whose home is on the | logy to make for Great Britain, or her manifold 
deep.” Sir, for myself, I disclaim her protection | wrongs. I have none. I say, perish the heart, 
—protected in what, sir? In our property ? No; | the head, and the tongue, that will attempt her 
it is a notorious fact that we are plundered in | justification or apology | No, sir, they are a nation 
every quarter of the world—on our coasts—even | of pirates, and have committed many wrongs on 
in the very mouths of our harbors. Are we pro- | us; and it becomes us to look for our remedy, and 
tected in our liberties? Let the voice of our im- | how it is to be obtained. We are told that these 
pressed seamen, torn from their homes, their | resolutions are a part of a war measure. I do 
wives, their families, speak their protection ! Let | not receive them as such, but as preparatory to 
the cries of their miserable offspring, deprived of | what may happen or become necessary. But, for 
their protector, their friend, their father, declare | argument sake, suppose it so, and that we are to 
their protection. But, sir, [havedone. Iam un- | have war—your army raised, and ready to marci 
willing to cast a censure on the Government of | to the Canadas; with how many are you going 
my native country ; ‘but I put it to this House, I | to take them? In my opinion, not less than filly 
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thousand men will be required. Suppose the Eng- 
lish'should be driven out of Spain and Portugal, 
(which may by this time be the case, or it may 
soon be so,) what number of troops can she send 
to reinforce her possessions and meet you? But, 
say some gentlemen, American blood has been 
spilt, and we must avenge it. How is that to be 
done? For gallons will you spill torrents; or am 
Ito understand that we shall have war without 
bloodshed? Sir, let those that think so turn their 
attention to the Revolutionary war—the Sugar- 
house in New York, the Prevost, the Prison-ship, 
the Wallabout, Fort Washington, White Plains, 
Princeton, Trenton, Monmouth, Brandywine, 
Guilford, and many other places. .New Jersey has 
had her. full share of the fighting—other States 
the benefit; and if we have war again, we shall 
have our share of fighting—others the loaves and 
fishes, But, sir, I will nct complain: we obtained 
our liberty, and I am willing to support it in the 
best possible manner. But here another question 
arises. You go to war for the right to export 
our surplus produce—tobacco, cotton, flour, with 
many other articles. Let me ask, what will be 
your export while that war continues? Will you 
have any? [Fthinknot. But I will suppose that 
you could export without interruption; would the 
whole of the exportable produce pay for the war 
during the continuance of it? No, it would not. 
Sir, it would take less money from the Govern- 
ment to pay for it, and make a fire of it. Nearly 
thirty years have elapsed since the Revolutionary 
war, and that war not half paid for. Is not the 
war-worn soldier calling on us every day with his 
demands? You are about to drain your Treas- 
ury, borrow money, enlarge your pension list, 
build additional hospitals, increase our national 
debt, not to be extinguished or paid off, but to,be 
a lasting burden on the people. But, say the hon- 
orable committee, our honor requires it. It is 
well; | honor the spirit and magnanimity of the 
committee, and have no doubt of their courage 
and zeal for our country’s rights. But, sir, you 
must take young men for action—old men for 
counsel. It isan easy matter to go tolaw or war, 
but-it isa hard matter to get out of it. The gen- 
tleman from Maryland, (Mr. Wricut,) in defend- 
ing the character of the soldier, has given usa 
quotation, viz: 
“ Honor and shame from no condition rise, 
“ Act well your part, there all the honor lies.” 


I will give him another, from the same author- 
ity, viz: 
“A wit’s a feather, a chief’s a rod ;* 
* An honest man’s the noblest work of God.” 





But, apart from this, let us suppose war, and 
admit that it will be successful, so far as proposed 
—the British driven from the Canadas and Hali- 
fax, and their trade intercepted for years to an 
extensive amount—what then has she to hope or 
fear from us? Nothing. ‘Will she then respect 
ourrights? No. But willsuppose that we force 
her to a treaty of amity and commerce, acknowl- 





* Witness Bonaparte. 
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edging our rights to the utmost of our wishes; 
how long will she keep it? Not an hour longer 
than suits her convenience or interest. There 
is no trust to be put in her compacts. Witness 
Erskine’s arrangement. I say, keep on your re- 
strictions; keep the country in peace, if possible, 
under all your privations, and they are many. 
Has not our country increased in wealth and pop- 
ulation, in a superior degree to any country on 
earth? Are we not at this moment in the enjoy- 
ment of peaee and plenty at home—every man 
under his own vine and fig-tree, and none to make 
him,.afraid—with complete protection for person 
and property? Yes. But our merchants must be 
protected—they have a right to our protection, 
say some—it is the merchant that gives life and 
spring to agricuiture. I deny it. Itis the planter 
—the cultivator—that is the foundation on which 
every other branch of our associated population 
depends; and it is the surplus of his productions 
that makes the merchant, and his profits that make 
the banks. You have made many laws for their 





protection ; they have disobeyed them all, and will 


disobey them. Have they not told you, continu- 
ally,to let them alone; that they knew their own 
business best? Sir, before I would engage ina 
war, to which I could not see a prospeet of a favor- 
able issue, I would let them alone. Sir, the Pre- 
sident is made, by the Constitution, the treaty- 
making power; he is also to give us the state of 
the Union. He isthe Executive. He has given 
us the state of the Union, and made his requisi- 
tions; and if I give him what he asks, I give him 
enough; and that I am willing to give,and more, 
when he shall require it. But Iam not to be forced 
further yet. It appears to me that the honorable 
committee has a mind to Gideonize us—rejecting 
the fearful and faint-hearted. Will they prove us 
by the waters, and reject ail such as will not lap 
as the dog lappeth? For, sir, they have told us 
that all that did not intend to vote for such ulte- 
rior measures as they might have occasion here- 
after to bring forward, ought not to vote for the 
resolutions. Now, sir, it remains for me to tell 
them and the House, that I will not leave the ranks 
of my country. -I will vote’for the resolutions, 
and consider myself at liberty to-vote hereafter as 
the nature of the case may require, and my con- 
science shall direct. I have-no more to say at 
this time. 

Mr. Lacoek spoke in favor of the report. 

Two or three unsuccessful motions were made 
to adjourn. : 

Mr. RANDOLPH stated his intention to make 
some further remarks against the report, which 
might occupy two or three hours of the time of 
the House. He then renewed the motion to ad- 
journ; which was’ carried; and the House ad- 
journed to Monday. 





Monpay, December 16. 

The Spreaker laid before the House a letter 
from Cowles Mead, Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Mississippi Territory, enclosing 
the copy of a presentment against Harry Toulmin, 
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district, in said Territory, made by the grand it’ becomes absolutely necessary to provide such equip- 
jury of Baldwin county; which were read, and | ments, contractors always insist upon their own terms. 
ordered to lie on the table. Experience has proyed, that contracts under such cir- 
On motion of Mr. Lewis, the petition of Return cumstances on national account, (we do not confine this 
J. Meigs, and others, witnesses against Aaron en > our ome poantet) nano vee made to a 
Burr, presented the ninth of November; 1807, was = isa Henry gu ar anaes supp am = times 
referred to the committee appointed the twentieth | °° React, Siow’ o ways oe ee ee czard @ want of thi 
sale caverdpbiie eeunbdeasiow Ser Witiestes ‘a warrantable in the extreme to hazard a want of this 
wen er ; P a , kind until the last moment—until the enemy may be 
criminal prosecutions depending in courts of the at our doors. [t will be in vain to look for additions 
United States. zs from Europe, at a period wlien the extensive naval 
Ce beac ele iene pascal as an cay ray Miah Fin ee 
shall swarm on the: ocean. © cou en be so 
parts oe 8 aie aes praying that — hatdy as to entertain the expectation of frequent ar- 
may not be Carried, an at post oifices may no 


rivals in our ports? 
be opened “~ Sundays.—Referred to the Postmas-| —_[¢ is with peculiar satisfaction your committee finds 
ter neral. 


é . * 4 itself enabled, under the warranty of the propér depart- 
On motion of Mr. Morrow, the Committee on 


: ) ‘ ) ment, to state that many of the most necessary, are 
the Public Lands were instructed to inquire whe- | articles of which there is a considerable stock on hand, 
ther any,-and what, provision ought to be made, to 


and that others of them are abundant in our territories. 
prevent the sale of land, at private sale, (in case | Or, in the words of the Message, we may be permitted 
of reversion) for a less price than the land had 


to repeat, that “the manufacture of cannon and small 
been sold for at the public sales: and that they |.arms, and the stock and resources of all the necessary 
have leave to report by bill; or otherwise. munitions, are adequate to emergencies.” 
*A message from the Senate informed the House 


The flourishing state of the foundries throughout 
that the Senate have passed a bill “for complet- | the United States ; they have been heretofore success- 
ing existing Military Establishments ;” to which 


fully employed, on Government account, in Rhode 
they desire thé concurrence of this House. Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, the Dis- 
MUNITIONS OF WAR. 


triet of Columbia, &c. The regular supplies, of small 
Mr. Seyperr, from the committee appointed 


arms, of every description, from the establishments 
which ate now under the control of the Government, 
on that part of the President’s Message which re- 
lates to the manufacture of cannon and small 


and these seconded by the. several contracts which have 
arms, and the providing munitions of war, made 


a detailed report thereon ; which was read. 

The report is as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred “so much of 
the President’s Message as relates to the manufacture 
of cannon and small arms and the providing munitions 
of war,” after having, according to order, considered 
the several subjects submitted, beg leave to report, in 

art: 
: That it is, at.all times, expedient for a nation to be 
supplied with an ample stock of all such articles and 
materials as are requisite for defensive or offensive op- 
erations. Such provisions will make its citizens con- 
fident at home, whilst they, at the same time, guaran- 
tee respect on the part of foreign nations. No one, itis 
presumed, will deny that an extensive supply of the im- 
plements of war is preferable to the amount of their cost 
lying buried in the vaults ofthe Treasury, more especially 
when it is considered, that on occasions of the first im- 
portance they are indispensably necessary, and that for 
the greater part they are imperishable from their nature. | _I[t is notorious that we may have lead, from the mines 
The proposition just laid down will appear evident, | of our country,toany amount. Our resources for salt- 
when it is recollected that the least rumor of a war will | petre in the Western States are said to be inexhaust- 
immediately add to the value of.such articles, very | able. Of sulphur we have a considerable stock in 
generally, from fifty to one hundred per centum; nay, | store. Each of the States can furnish’ an extensive 
this declaration might be carried much farther, and it | catalogue of powder mills; their number in the Uni- 
may not be out of place to notice the fact, that, under | ten States amounts to two hundred and seven, and 
circumstances far from being the most unfavorable, | many of them are celebrated for the excellence of their 
refined saltpetre has commanded the enormous price of | powder. Notwithstanding these facts, it is necessary to 
one dollar and fifty cents per pound ; whereas, its or- | repeat, that under the present aspect of affairs, it is 
dinary value is about thirty cents per pound in our | proper a further provision of all the munitions of war 
markets. be forthwith made. Expenditures -to a considerable 

It is, also, well known, that all manufactured arti- } amount, when applied to such purposes, will ultimately 
cles, which are made in haste, are generally very | be found to be economy in the true sense and meaning 
defective—this should be. particularly guarded against | of the term, by the saving of the difference between th: 


Judge of the Superior Court for the Washington the case of fire-arms of every description. When 


the Union, together with the ease with which they 
may be multiplied so as to meet any demands which 
circumstances may require, independent of the ar- 
rangements made on the part of the State individually, 
are some of the many proofs which demonstrate the 
great resources of this Republic. What nation can 
boast of more, or better-?ron, than the United States? 
Our foundries have not only been in successful ope- 
ration, they are far from being infantile, and have ar- 
rived at perfection. Upon the best authority, we state 
the furnaces, forges, and bloomeries, in the United 
States, to be five hundred and thirty. The art of bor- 
ing cannon.is, in many places in Europe, deemed a 
secret of great importance; they there keep their cut- 
ters concealed from strangers in leatherm bags. In the 
United States this process is so well understood, that 
an inspector of our artillery has declared to the world 
“he never was compelled to reject a gun on account 
of a defect in the bore,” though he examined “ up- 
wards of two thousand cannon of different calibers.”’ 
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resent prices and such as will be demanded when we 
shall be at war. In conformity with these views, your 
committee beg leave to report a bill. : 

Mr. Spysert, from the same committee, also 
presented a bill authorizing the purchase of ord- 
nance and ordnance stores, camp equipage, and 
other. quartermaster’s ‘stores, and small arms; 
which was read, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on Friday next. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the unfinished business, being the report of the. 
Committee of Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Ranvoupu said, that he could not express 
his deep sense of the politeness of the House, ex- 
cept by the regret he felt at the very poor return 
which they were about to receive for their indul- 
gence. He lamented that it was not in his power 
to thank, in the name of all the old Republi- 
cans of 1798 and 1799, his worthy friend from 
North Carolina, (Mr. Sranrorp,) for the sound, 
sensible, pertinent, and Constitutional speech, 
which he had delivered the other day against this 
resolution. But he feared, if a writ were to issue 
against that old party—as had been facetiously 
said, in, another. body, of our valiant Army—it 
would be impossible fora constable with a search 
warrant to find it. There must bea return sof 
non est inventus. Death, resignation. and deser- 
tion, had thinned their ranks. They had disap- 
peared. New men and new doctrines had suc- 
ceeded. He was astonished at the frailty of some 
memories; or rather, at their aptness to remem- 
ber to forget everything but what subserved their 
present purposes, 

Diluted down, and frittered away, indeed, as 
this proposition had been by his worthy colleague, 
(Mr. Neuson,) and his excellent friend from 
North Carolina, (Mr. Macon,) it was compara- 
tively a subject of small importance. Yet, as 
argued by others, it assumed the most imposing 
magnitude. It was no less than a question of 
war or peace. Mr. R. proceeded to compare the 
provocations of France in 1798 with*any now 
complained of, and to show*the inconsistency of 
Republicans in supporting the present measures. 
He said he would state some among many of the 
causes of difference at that time between the two 
Republics. Yes, sir, the French Republic !— 
mighty magic then in the phrase. It was almost 
as potent asthe terms Emperor and King in later 
days. He referred to the Message of the Presi- 
dent of June 18, 1798, accompanied by the cor- 
respondence of our Ministers at Paris with the 
French Minister of Foreign Relations. After 
replying to his three several heads of complaint 
against us, our Envoys had proceeded to expose 
the monstrous violation on the part of France of 
every principle of justice and of public law, and 
in open defiance of her plighted faith to the Uni- 
ted States: 

“The undersigned will not resume,.Citizen Minis- 
ter, the painful task of re-urging the multipled injuries 
which have been accumulated on their country, and 
which have been in some degree detailed in their me- 


morial of the 17th January last. They cannot, how- 
ever, decline to remonstrate against a measure which 
has been announced since that date. The legislative 
councils of the French Republic have decreed that— 

“Ist. The condition of ships in everything which 
concerns their character as neutrals or enemies, shall 
be determined by their cargo ; consequently, every ves- 
sel found at sea, laden in whole or in part with mer- 
chandise, coming out of England or its possessions, 
shall-be declared good prize, whoever may bé the pro- 
prietors of such commodities or merchandise. 

“2ndly. No foreign vessel, which, in the course of 
its voyage, shall have entered into an English port, 
shall be admitted into any port of the French Repub- 
lic, but ‘in. the case of necessity; in which case the 
vessel shall be obliged to depart from such port as soom 
as the cause of entry shall have ceased.” 

This deeree went to sweep off the ocean every 
ship of the United States, and almost of the 
whole world—for, except perhaps a Chinese junk, 
there was hardly a vessel to be found on the 
ocean without some article of merchandise that 
had “come out of England or its possessions,” 
It was.an interdict of the direct trade in our own 
commodities, fur no vessel could take tobacco, 
cotton, bread-stuff, &c., to London or Liverpool, 
and bring back a return cargo, without coming 
under, that decree; and, without returns, there 
could be no export, for export and import were 
correlative terms; the one could not exist with- 
out the other; there could as soon be a wife with- 
outa husband, a child without a parent, a mas- 
ter without a servant; the one implied the other. 
To talk of export without import was argumen- 
tum ex absurdo. Here, then, was a prohibition 
of that direct trade, that pittance, that minimum 
of maritime right, for which gentlemen are now 
willing to go to war. He put these facts to gen- 
tlemen who now stickle about the direct trade, 
with which the Orders in Council interfere. 
Was he, therefore, the defender of these Orders ? 
He stated the parallel cases to show that against 
the anti-neutral decrees of France, Republicans 
had refused to vote armies and fleets. But those 
times had passed away. The sternness of our 
republican principles had not then melted away 
by basking in the sunshine of a republican Court. 
He would not enter into a disgusting recital of 
other French injuries and abominations; he 
would confine himself to those daring maritime 
insults and aggressions, which had been chastised 
by the valor of American tars, while happily the 
fleets of our enemy. were pinioned in port, or crip- 
pled at sea, by her great rival. It was matter of 
curiosity to look into some of the causes of com- 
plaint urged against us by the notorious citizen 
Talleyrand, ex-bishop of Autun, &c. In his ca- 
pacity of Minister of Foreign Relations, he had, 
among other complaints, represented to our Min- 
isters, in an Official note, that “ The newspapers 
‘known to be under the indirect control of the 
‘ Cabinet, have, since the treaty, redoubled the 
‘ invectives and calumnies against the Republic, 
‘and against her principles, her magistrates, and 
‘her Envoys. Pamphlets, openly paid for by the 
‘ Minister of Great Britain, have reproduced, in 
‘every form, those insults and calumnies; with- 
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‘ out a state of things so scandalous having ever 
‘attracted the attention of the Government, 
‘ which might have repressed it. On the con- 
‘trary. the Government itself was intent upon 
‘ encouraging this scandal in its public acts,” 

We had greater inducements-to raise men in 
1798 than now. -_ There were, then French pos- 
sessions in our neighborhood, from which a pre- 
datory war, under French and Spanish colors, 
had been waged upon our commerce, even in our 
own harbors, and on our own shores, which had 
no parallel, unless in the depredations, the rapine 
and plunder of the Barbary corsairs on the oppo- 
site coasts of Christendom. Our little fleet at 
that time triumphed in the West Indian seas. It 
was in our power to have applied the remedy to 
the actual seat of the disease. Not ‘only was our 
fair and legitimate commerce with England pro- 
hibited—the trade from Loudon to New York, 
and, by consequence, from New York to London— 
but we were forbidden to barter, even with a 
neutral, for any article “coming out of England, 
or its possessions ;” nay, more—our vessels en- 
gaged in any such trade, were, ipso facto, stamped 
with the character of enemy. The cargo—even 
the minutest part of it—a single volume, printed 
in England, determined® the character of the 
whole, and’of the vessel also. It was a commer- 
cial attainder, working a general corruption of 
the whole mass. 

The nation had been brought into its present 
alarming and unprecedented situation by means 
in no Wise unaccountable—by steps as direct and 
successive as Hogarth’s celebrated series of prints, 
“The Rake’s Progress,” beginning at the gaming 
table and ending in a jail, or in bedlam. Our 
difficulties began to show themselves in 1805 and 
1806, when a wise man from the East (Bidwell) 
was sent'to govern the American House of Com- 
mons, in quality of manager. With what degree 
of fidelity he had discharged this duty, we might 
judge from that which he had since displayed in 
far inferior trusts. We had commenced our sys- 
tem somewhat on the plan of Catharine of Ras- 
sia, when she lent her nominal aid to the coali- 
thon; we had dealt even more profusely than she 
in manifestoes; we began, under the instigation 
of mércantile cupidity, to contend by prociama- 
tions and resolutions for the empire of the ocean. 
But, instead of confining ourselves as she had 
done to this bloodless warfare, we must copy 
the wise example of her successors, and after our 
battle of Friedland, he supposed, we also shouid 
have our peace of Tilsit. He gave the little mi- 
nority praise for having kept the Administration 
in check, under the salutary restraint of a rigor- 
ous examination of their acts—although the Ad- 
ministration had run away with the credit of 
wishing to take a strong attitude, and bad thrown 
the blame of thwarting their measures on the 
opposition. That opposition had been composed 
of all sects and persuasions; but he now perceived 
that the greater part of them (the Federalists) 
had gone over to the Court party, for a very ob- 
vious reason—bécause they foresee at the end of 
the journey, Mr. Speaker, that your defeat will 
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secure their triumph, I wish the gentlemen on 
my left (the majority) joy of their new travel- 
ling companions, 

But he could trace the origin of our present 
difficulties a little further back than the years 
1805 and 1806—to the refusal of our Government 
to prolong. the Treaty of London, which, by its 
own limitations, had expired within two years 
after the conclusion of the war. But for the 
truce of Amiens—for it hardly deserved the name 
of a peace—that treaty would now be in opera- 
tion. . The refusal to prolong’ its stipulations, at 
least during the continuance of the war; to con- 
sider the peace of Amiens as in effect no actual 
termination of the contest; the rejection of the 
overtures made by the English Ministry to rein- 
state it, was a eapital error, for which no states- 
man could atone.. Admitting, for argument’s 
sake, the treaty to have been in the first instance 
impolitic ; yet, on the accession of the late Presi- 
deht to the chair—he might as well say the 
throne, for he understood a throne ‘to be only a 
magnificent chair—under the practical operation 
of that treaty, the commerce of the country was 
in the “full tide of successful: experiment.” It 
was, to say the best of it, whim, madness, a mag- 
got of the brain, the wildest of vagaries, to refuse 
to prolong that treaty when it was proposed by 


the British Government, thus laying the founda- 


tion for a‘breach which has since been widening. 
On the Revolution.of 1801, that Government 
had been led to apprehend, from the language 
held by prostituted presses in this country—he 
meant the presses of both parties—that the per- 
sons-‘who then came into power would throw 
themselves into the arms of- France. But they 
were agreeably disappointed ; they were soon un- 
deceived. This-Government was at that time 
directed by men who understood and pursued the 
true interests of the country. Mr.. R. said that 
he stood in such a situation, at that time, as ena- 
bled him to pronounce that every fear of that 
sort on the part of the British Cabinet was dissi- 
pated. An unfeigned cordiality had been kept 
up between us and the Court of St. James, with- 
out, at the same tim@ disturbing the amity sub- 
sisting between us and France. Even the refu- 
sal to renew the Treaty of London, ill advised 
as it was, did not immediately impair the good 
understanding which existed between Great Brit- 
ain and the United States. But to this, after 
some ill-timed threats and bickerings, succeeded 
the rejection of the Treaty of Mr. Monroe—he 
said of Mr. Monroe, because, although another 
gentleman was united with him in the mission, 
he suspected that he ‘had as little efficient agency 
in that treaty as Mr. R. himself, He believed, 
that at this time, we should be very willing to 
accept of that scouted treaty, even with the caveat 
of Lords Holland and Auckland attached to it— 
for in that light he had always eonsidered the 
obnoxious note. Surely it was more candid and 
honorable to apprize us, beforehand, of their in- 
tentions, under a certain contingency. than to 
hold it up in mental reservation until the event 
should have occurred. In any event, that note, 
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however it might be objected to upon principle, 
was couched in terms not merely inoffensive, but 
decorous and respectfal. At any rate, after the 
note of the Duke of Cadore, who had declared us 
to be “without honor, without energy, without 
just political views ;” who had likened us to the 
Colonial Assembly of Jamaica; who had kindly 
spared us the trouble of declaring war; galled 
and seared as we had been by his taunts, we 
should hardly turn up our noses at the note of 
the British Commissioners. ’ The imperial chal- 
ice of insult had been drained to the very dregs. 
Even our diplomatic’ worm ‘had turned and 
writhed beneath the heel of the imperial oppres- 
sor. Yes, we would unquestionably be willing 
to occupy the ground offered to us in 1806, 10 
accept the terms of that despised and ‘rejected 
treaty—rejected, as if in scorn—but for purposes 
too visible to need explanation or comment. Sup- 
pose, sir, at this day you had to require the opin- 
ion of the Executive Government on the merits 
of that instrument, of whom would you demand 
it? Through what channel would you receive 
it? Mr. R. presumed, through the Department 
of State. By whose opinion would you be guided, 
by that of the ex-Secretary, or of the Secretary 
in fact? How would you settle the matter be- 
tween them? Would you compound it? 

But we are told, and by men of honor too, that 
we stand pledged to France. I was+not sur- 
prised, sir, to see this asserted by factious jour- 
nalists, but I confess my astonishment; nay, my 
grief and indignation, when I hear it asserted on 
this floor, by men whom I honor, whom I love, 
whom I revere! Bound to France, as Sinbad 
the sailor was bound to the putrifying corpse of 
his deceased wife. If so, then have we sealed 
our perdition. Will any man contend that we 
have the right to transfer to a foreign Despot the 
power of making war for us, upon whom and 
when he shall please? No,sir, I deny it; such is 


not our miserable, our hopeless condition. We 


are not bound to France, and, so help me God, 


-with my consent, we never shall be so bound. 


What will your constituents say to this? Sup- 
pose they crowd your table with memorials and 
instructions against this measure, will you reply 
to them with the coolness of a modern duellist— 
‘Weare bound in honor; we are sorry for it, but 
cannot help it. The sacred trust which you re- 
posed in us we have betrayed ; the high attributes 
of sovereignty, the power of war and peace with 


which you clothed us for your own good, we 
have made over, by legislative legerdemain, to 
the great oppressor of our name and race. We 
_are spell bound, under incantation, and must 
obey.” Will the people endure this? Is the 
power of making war transferred from the Ameri- 
can Congress to France? and by ehicanery too? 
Bound to France! By what? By a contriv- 
ance, an artifice the most bungling—by a quibble 
which a Newgate solicitor would blush to plead 


in bar of an indictment for felony. But, sir,i 


you have sold yourselves into foreign bondage, I 
pray you to show me the ‘equivalent, the quid 
pro quo. What have you got in exchange trom 
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the tyrant of the earth? Where is*the mess of 
pottage, the miserable dish of French broth, of 
soup maigre, for which you have bartered away 
your birthright; the’birthright of a whole people ; 
the right of self-government; the power over war 
and peace! Shall we look into the official, re- 
sponsible correspondence, of our own’ Govern- 
ment for this equivalent? We have their un- 
questionable testimony that France has played us 
false. The Secretary of State, in his letter of 
the 10th of December last to General Turreau 
says: 

** The act of Congress of May last had for its object, 
not merely the recognition of a speculative legitimate 
principle, but the enjoyment of a substantial benefit. 
The overture therein presented, obviously embraced 
the idea of commercial ‘advantage. It included the 
reasonable belief, that an abrogation of the Berlin and 
Milan decrees would leave the ports of France as free 
for the introduction of the produce of the United 
States as they were previously to the promulgation of 
those decrees. 

‘‘The restrictions of the Berlin and Milan decree 
had the effect of restraining the American merchants 
from sending their vessels to France. The interdic- 
tion in the system that has been substituted, against 
the admission of American products, will have the 
effect of imposing upon them an equal restraint. If, 
then, for the revoked decrees, municipal laws, pro- 
ducing the same commercial effect, have been substi- 
tuted, the mode only, and not the measure, has under- 
gone an alteration.” 


France, then, by the solemn declaration of our 
own Government, has done by municipal decrees 
what her edicts of Berlin, Milan, &c., could not 
more completely have effected. Like a true 
chevalier d’industrie, she tells you—* My decrees 
shall be withdrawn:” and, when she has yoa in 
her clutches, she achieves her purpose of robbery 
and plunder by a change of the mode—muopici- 
pally—by municipal decrees—and we, good easy 
men, are satisfied. She may rob and plunder to 
her heart’s content; she may violate every right 
of hospitality ; decoy us into her ports, and then 
strip.us to the skin—but mark, I pray you, not 
under the Berlin and Milan, decrees—not under 
“edicts affecting our neutral relations” —but as 
how, I beseech you? Why, in a civil way—mu- 
nicipally. To be pledged to France, (suppose 
it possible.) we must have a bona fide revocation 
of her unjust edicts carried into lasting effect— 
not a subtle, oracular, Delphie response, “ which 
keeps the word of promise to the ear. but breaks 
itto the hope.” Can you carry your tobacco, 
cotton, or bread-stuffs to France? Go with your 
tobacco ; there is but one buyer, and, of course, 
can be but one seller to supply her market. The 
imperial tobacconist possesses the monopoly ; he 
gives you what he pleases, and that you must 
take. ‘To be sure you have the privilege of trans- 
porting it by-land from Bordeaux, seven hundred 
miles, into Germany. Your cotton is excluded 
by enormous*duties; your bread stuffs she does 
not want. She secretly supplies them herself to 
her enemy, at the same time that she interdicts 
your supply, which might come into competition 
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with hers. -Whether the Orders in Council. are 
‘repealed I know'not, and I care not. They do 
not prevent us from trading with France; France 
herself excludes us. They have not prevented 
thirty millions of American ‘property from. find- 
ing, its way into the ports of France, and thence 
into the imperial coffers. How did this property 
get there? He spoke of the practical effect of 
the Orders in Council. Their principle, or want 
of principle, was another thing. “The Berlin 
and Milan decrees,” as our own Government had 
‘officially pronounced, “ had restrained the Ameri- 
can merchants from sendiog their vessels to 
France.” No sooner were they duped into a be- 
lief that these injurious decrees were, or would 
be removed, than thirty millions of American 
property (the Orders in Council to the contrary 
notwithstanding) found its way. to France, to.be 
caught in her municipal trap. And we are to.go 
to war for the privilege of a scanty trade, under 
licenses, with France—taking our returns io 
French silks—at the very instant that we our- 
selves are passing prohibitory and highly penal 
laws against this very licensed trade! This is 
the consummation of folly and inconsistency. 

Reverse the picture—suppose your vessels con- 
demned in English ports for having touched at a 
French port, or-having been searched by a French 
cruiser. Thé proceeds poured into the coffers of 
the British Exehequer to the amount of thirty 
millions. The British Ministry mock you with 
a nominal revocation of their Orders in Council, 
substituting some contrivance that answers the 
same end. Your diplomatic puppet gathers cour- 
age to ask for the plundered property of our citi- 
zens. He is told, with true French nonchalance, 
“Why, as to that affair, it is to be Settled by the 
law of reprisal.” What would you say? Sir, 
you-are laughed at as idiots, for expecting the 
restoration of thirty millions from the grasp of a 
foreign Power—and that power France! You 
may as well go to Algiers to look for the money: 

Mr. R. said, that having attempted to deseribe 
the ‘aggressions of France in 1798 and 1799, 
when the Republicans.refused to go to war with 
her, he would now advert to injuries of a later 
date, and he challenged a comparison of them 
with those of any nation under the sun. 

In the year 1800, a treaty was negotiated by 
Mr. Davie, and other Commissioners appointed 
by Mr. Adams, with the present ruler of the 
French Empire. This treaty. signed by Bona- 
parte’s own hand, was ratified by the late Presi- 
dent (Mr. Jefferson) and the Senate, the succeed- 








ing year. 

The third article provides for the-mutual res- 
toration of the public ships taken during the ex- 
istenée of hostilities between the two contracting 
parties ; 

The fourth for the restoration of property cap- 
tured (in actual war) and not definitively con- 
demned : 

The sixth declares “that commerce between 
the parties shall be free.” The subsequent con- 
.duct of the French Government is a suitable 
ommentary on this text—“free”’? This was 
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French freedom, he supposed, But hear the 8th 
article: 

‘To favor commerce on both sides, it is agreed, 
that, if in case a war should break out between the 
two nations, which God forbid! the term of six months 
after the declaration of war shall be allowed to the 
merchants and other citizens, and inhabitants respect. 
ively, on the one side and the other, during which time 
they shall be at liberty to withdraw themselves, with 
their effects and moveables, which they shall be at |ib- 
erty to carry, send away or sell, as they please, with. 
out the least obstruction. Nor shall their effects, 
much less their persons, be seized, during such term 
of six months. On the contrary, passports, which 
shall be valid for a time necessary for their return, 
shall be given to them for their vessels, and the effects 
which they shall be willing to send away or carry with 
them ;,and such passports shall be a safe conduct 
against all insults and prizes which privateers may 
attempt against their persons and effects. And if any 
thing be taken from them, or any injury done tuo them 
or their effects, by one of the parties, their citizens or 
inhabitants, within the term above prescribed, full sat- 
isfaction shall be made to them on that account.” 

And yet, sir, ina time of profound peace; in 
the face of this solemn stipulation; in the teeth 
of this treaty, signed by his own hand, when the 
imperial ruler of France himself could not insin- 
uate that we had infringed one iota of it, had our 
merchants been decoyed into his ports, robbed, 
incarcerated, treated with every species of con- 
tumely and disgrace, in a manner in which, had 
.we been at open war with France, he was not at 
liberty to treat them*until after a fair notice of 
six months. In Bordeaux, Antwerp, Amster- 
dam—in every port under the control of France— 
not forgetting Naples, the kingdom of Joachim 
Murat—there had been one uninterrupted scene 
of American plunder., In private life, there was 
a description of men so flagitious, so notorious 
for the disregard of every principle of moratity, 
honor, and religion, as to be considered privi- 
leged to do and to say what they pleased ; and in 
this class we seemed disposed to rank the present 
ruler of France. He stood absolved from all the 
obligations which are binding on other men. No 
act of turpitude, or ill faith from him, could ex- 
cite any emotion or surprise; it was overlooked 
as a matter ofcourse. 

By the Article 12th. “It shall be lawful for the citi- 
zens of either country to sail with their ships and mer- 
chandise (contraband goods always excepted) from 
any port whatever, to any port of the enemy of the 
other, and to sail and trade with their ships and mer- 
chandise with perfect security and liberty, from the 
countries, ports, and places, of those who are the ene- 
mies of both, or of either. party, without’ any opposi- 
tion or disturbance whatsoever; and to pass not only 
directly from the places and ports of the enemy afore- 
mentioned, to neutral ports and places, but also from 
one place belonging to an enemy to another place 
belonging to an enemy, whether they. be under the 
jurisdiction of the same Power, or under the several; 
unless such ports or places shall be actually blockaded, 
‘besieged, or invested.” 

“ Article 14th, It is hereby stipulated that free ships 
shall give a freedom. to goods, and that everything 
shall be deemed to be free and exempt. which shall be 
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found on board the ships belonging to the citizens of 
either of the contracting parties, although the whole 
lading, Or any part thereof, should appertain to the 
enemies Of either, contraband goods being always ex- 
cepted.” 

Under this article our ships have. been -burnt 
and sunk on the high seas, in the prosecution of 
their lawful trade. - 

“ Article 17. And that captures on light suspicions 
may be avoided, and injuries thence arising prevented , 
it is agreed that when one party shall be engaged in 
war, and the other party be neuter, the ships of the 
neutral party shall be furnished with passports similar 
to that described in the fourth article, that it may ap- 
pear thereby that-the ships really belong to the citi- 
zens of the neutral party; they shall be valid for any 
number of voyages, but shall be renewed every year — 
that is, if the ship happens to return home in the space 
of ayear. If the. ships-are laden, they shall be pro- 
vided not only with the passports abovementioned, but 
also with certificates similar to those described’in the 
same article, so that it may be known whether they 
carry any contraband goods. No other paper shall be 


' required, any usage or ordinance to the contrary not- 


withstanding. And if it shall not appear from the said 
certificates that there are contraband goods on board 
any such ship, and the commander of the same shall 
offer to deliver them up, the offer shall be accepted, 
and the ship shall be‘at liberty to pursue its voyage, 
unless the quantity of contraband goods be greater 
than can conveniently be received on board the ship 
of war, or privateer, in which case the ship may. be 
carried into port for the delivery of the same.” 

Article 18. Regulates the manner of search, 
“for the avoidance of disorder and abuse.” 

But'- why recite these stipulations, when our 
Minister at Paris had beea compelled to state to 
the French Government, “that to appeal to our 
solemn treaty with tae ruler of France, or to the 
laws of nations,” which are the principles of eter- 
nal justice and truth, “ would be literally to ap- 
peal to the dead.” -And yet, with all this glaring 
testimony of French perfidy, injustice, injury, 
and insult, we hear of pledges to France, ot de- 
signating our enemy, and that enemy not France. 
Sir, if you go to war it will not be for the pro- 
tection of, or defence of your maritime rights. 
Gentlemen from the North have been taken up 
to some high mountain and shown all the king- 
doms of the earth; and Canada seems tempting 
in their sight. That rich vein of Gennesee land, 
which is said to be even better on.the other side 
of the lake than on this. Agrarian cupidity, not 
maritime right, urges the war. Ever since the 
report of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
came into the House, we have heard but one word 
—like the whip-poor-will, but one eternal monot- 
onous tone—Canada! Canada! Canada! Nota 
syllable about Halifax, which unquestionably 
should be our great object.in a war for maritime 
security. Itis toacquire a prepondering northern 
influence, that you are to launch into war. For 
purposes of maritime safety, the barren rocks of 
Bermuda were worth more to us than all the 
deserts through which Hearne and McKenzie had 
pushed their adventurous researches. Since this 
great bomb, the report of the Committee, had 
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burst upon the House, Mr. R. had been anxiously 
waiting for some great political or military pro- 
jector to point out a way by which we could get 
at Halifax, or evea at Quebec. He had seen and 
heard nothing that indicated a tolerably correct 
information of the subject. Whilst England 
maintained the mastery of the seas, and eould 
throw supplies intothem at pleasure, he supposed 
they were to be starved out. He was forcibly 
reminded of a ludicrous caricature, published soon 
after the siege of Gibraltar. That fortress was 
represented to lie in the moon—and whilst the 
Duke de Crillon was making passes at it with 
a small sword, Don Quixote, oa his Rosinante, 
with Sancho (the best and most honest Governor 
of whom he had ever heard) mounted on Dapple, 
at-his back, exclaimed, with true Castilian grav- 
ity to his trusty squire, “ we'll starve, them out 
Sancho!” This: tit-bit, Canada, which had in- 
flamed the cupidity of northern contractors, made 
us forget the disturbances among. our savage 
neighbors—the hostilities committed or meditated 
along our whole northwestern and southern fron- 
tier. Symptoms of discontent were manifesting 
themselves among the Creeks—in the State of 
Georgia. As to Louisiana, he did not consider 
it as an integral-part of the United States. We 
had bought it and might sell it—he felt himself 
as much at liberty to sell it as to dispose of his 
own slaves. If we were to have war, he hoped 
it would be for something of greater national 
benefit than to enrich the commissaries and con- 
tractors from Michillimackinac to Niagara and 
Frontignac. 

He repelled the charge of avarice made against 
the opponents of the present measure.. Avarice, 
altHfough the most sordid and degrading vice of 
the individual! character, was one of the first vir- 
tues of astatesman. To husband the public rev- 
enues, to ease the public burdens, where consistent 
with the public interest, was one of the cardinal 
duties of. a wise or beneficent Government* He 
extolled the avarice of Elizabeth and her Bur- 
leigh and Walsingham, and that of Frederick the 
Great, which, aided by his genius, enabled him to 
baild upa first rate power in-Europe——to-make 
a Prussia. He compared the parsimony of these 
great Sovereigns and Ministers, with the profu- 
sion and prodigality that had overthrown the mon- 
archy of the Bourbons. _We had been told of 
honor in one scale, and dollars and cents in the 
other—of cold calculators—the calculators. were 
on the other side. They begin athome. Their 
generosity is not misapplied. They were reck- 
oning up the portion of those very dollars and 
cents that might fall to their share. Seekers 
after commissions, embryo colonels and generals, 
contractors, commissaries, and the whole tribe of 
leeches that fasten On the public purse—these 
were the true calculators. His friend from North 
Carolina, and himself ‘were calculating pro bono 
publico ; to save the people’s money, not to share 
it.. This was the character of their avarice. It 
was not of that description’ which views with 
equal eye, “the public million and the private 
groat.” 
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Mr. Ranvotpa returned his thanks to Mr. 
Jounson and Mr. Wricur for the courtesy and 
urbanity with which they had conducted the de- 
bate. He said, although he felt no sort of delicacy 
towards General Wilkinson, yet, in deference to 
the feelings of the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. 
Weriaat,) who, thinking of that person as he did, 
had displayed much. liberality towards Mr. Ran- 
poLtpua—he: should forbear the unnecessary ex- 
pression of opinions which wounded a gentleman 

rofessing to be the personal friend of General 
ilkinson, and sincerely believing him innocent. 
Yet he must not be ufderstood as modifying the 
opinions, which -+he had heretofore expressed of 
that man, who was sometimes styled the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. He had been compelled to 
wade through a mass of testimony respecting 
him, among which that of the General himself 
was not the least conclusive, which left no more 
doubt.on his‘mind as to his real character, than 
he had ofthe being of a God=and he must re- 
nounce his reason before his conviction on either 
subject could be shaken. The public sentiment 
had pronounced an irreversible sentence, that no 
mock tribunal could affect. 
Mr. R. said, that he had been misapprehended 
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son.) ‘While he held himself utterly irrespon- 
sible for sentiments ascribed to him in the public 

rints, where it was hard to tell. whether his 
anguage or his meaning was more perverted and 
mutilated, he should be sorry to be misunder- 
stood by a gentleman on that floor, who had con- 
ducted himself in debate with so much liberality 
toward his adversary as that gentleman had dis- 
played. Mr. R. had never said, that on an ex- 
plicit requisition of troops, by the Executive, he 
would vote the number required. He had said, 
that if the Executive, who was charged with the 
public defence, should declare to that House that 
this force was necessary to enable him to extend 
that ptotection over the United States and their 
dominions, which it was his duty to see afforded, 
for instance, to garrison New Orleans .against 
meditated attack ; to guard against apprehended 
danger from our savage neighbors, or from any 
formidable European Power—it would be with 
great distrust of his own judgment and informa- 
tion if he refused the grant. 

He had asked for proof of British connexion 
with the late massacre ; he had been answered by 
one gentleman, “I have no doubt of it ;” while 
another had attempted to show, from the history 
of our late war, (what no man ever denied,) that 
the Government of England was capable of such 
an act. He foresaw that he should have to post- 
pone his trip to Canada. He hadvasked for proof 
of the savages having been instigated by the Brit- 
ish Government, or its agents, and he had been 
told of the trade of the: Northwest Company. 
Was that any novelty? Might we not as well 
charge ourselves with a participation in the aet, 
because we had furnished them with similar arti- 
cles? Was the Northwest Company the British 
Government? Was it in any degree under the 
control of that Ministry ? In fact, since the non- 
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importation act, had not our agents been obliged 
to.wink at a smuggling trade by that concern, in 
order that the Indians ‘might be furnished with 
articles which we could no longer supply? As to 
the question whether the British Ministry were 
capable of such an act? there was nothing too 
mean, too vile, too infamous for Governments to 
do. The veteran politician was unsusceptible of 
friendship or enmity; he simulated the one or 
the other, just as it suited his own individual 
interest, his own crooked schemes and plans of ad- 
vancement, to which he made every other consid- 
| eration bend. 

The gentleman from "Maryland had expressed 
surprise at Mr. Ranvo.pnr’s manner of speaking 
of our origin from an English stock. Could that 
gentleman repose his head upon his pillow with- 
out returning thanks to God that he was descended 
from English parentage? Whence but from that 
origin came all the blessings of life, so far as politi- 
cal privileges are concerned ? To what is it ow- 
ing that we are at this moment deliberating under 
the forms of a free representative Government? 
Suppose we had been colonies of any other Eu- 
ropean nation—compare our condition with that 


owing? To our Anglo-Saxon race. Suppose we 
had descended from those nations—from the las, 
especially, which stood self-eondemned, on her 
own confession, as ineapable of free Government, 
hugging her chains, glorying in her shame, prid- 
ing herself in the slave’s last poor distinction, the 
splendor of her tyrant master? Had we sprung 
from the loins of Frenchmen,. (he shuddered at 
the thought!) where would have been that proud 
spirit of resistance to Ministerial encroachment 
on our rights and liberties, which achieved our 
independence? We should have submitted to the 
tea tax, the stamp act, and the whole train of 
Grenville and North ministerial oppression, That 
which we lifted our hands against in determined 
scorn, would have been deemed an indulgence. 
Look. at the provinceof New Spain, or Mexico, as 
it is, not with strict propriety,called. Witha phys- 
ical force greatly superior to ours in 1776, she had 
not dared to burst the chains of Spanish despotism, 
divided, weakened, almost extinct as was the 
Spanish monarchy. Mr. R. adverted to histori- 
cal documents to show that America ought to be 
proud of her Anglo-Saxon descent. ‘We were 
vastly particular about the breed of our horses. 
cattle, and sheep, but careless of the breed of hu- 
man nature. And yetto our Anglo-Saxon origin 
we owed our resistance to British tyranny. Who 
were the members of the first Congress? From 
Massachusetts, Samuel Adams, and Vother Adams 
too,) Robert Treat Paine, not Jom. From Con- 
necticut, Roger Sherman, a man of the most pro- 
found political wisdom. From New York, James 
Duane, John Jay. From New Jersey, William 
Livingston. From Pennsylvania, Thomas Mil- 
flin. From Delaware, Cesar Rodney, Thomas 
MeKean. From Maryland, William Paca. From 
Virginia, Peyton Randolph, George Washington, 
Patrick Henry, Richard Bland, Edmund Pendle- 
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ton. From South Carolina, Henry Middleton, 
John Rutledge, Christopher Gadsden, Edward 
Rutledge. In what school had these illustrious 
men formed those noble principles of civil liberty 
asserted by their eloquence and maintained’ by 
their arms? Among the grievances stated in 
their remonstrance to the King, a “standing 
army” met us at the threshold. It was curious 
to see in that. list of wrongs, so many that had 
since been self-inflicted by us. 

“The authority of the Commander-in-Chief, and 
under him, the Brigadier General, has, in time of 
peace, been rendered supreme in all the civil govern- 
ments in America.” 

Here, indeed, only in one. 

“The Commander-in-Chief of all your Majesty’s 
forces in North America, has, in time of peace, been 
appointed Governor of a Colony.” 

The same case had happened here in the ap- 
pointment of General Wilkinson to the govern- 
ment of Louisiana. 

“The charges of usual offices have been greatly in- 
creased; and new, expensive, and oppressive offices, 
have been multiplied.” . 

The same case now. 

“ The officers of the customs are empowered to break 
open and enter houses, without the authority of any 
civil magistrate, founded on legal information.” 


This power, too, has been exercised here. 


“ Humble and reasonable petitions, from the Repre- 
sentatives of the people, have been fruitless.” 


How does this apply to the petitions from our 
commercial towns, some of which were refused 
reference or consideration ? 

“Commerce has been burdened with many useless 
and oppressive restrictions.” 


In this we had not been behindhand with Lord 
North himself. 

“Tn the last session of Parliament, an act was passed 
for blocking up the harbor of Boston.” 


We have blocked up every port from Maine to 
Georgia. These great men never anticipated the 
time when our whole coast should be under the 
paper blockade of embargo laws; when these 
should be considered as the legitimate exercise of 
our restrictive energies; they never dreamed of 
such oppressions. 

“Extending the limits of Quebec, abolishing the 
English and restoring the French laws, whereby great 
numbers of British freemen are subjected to the latter, 
and establishing an absolute Government, and the 
Roman Catholic religion throughout those vast regions 
that border on the westerly and northerly boundaries 
of the free, Protestant, English settlements.” 


These truly great and wise men were not indif- 
ferent to the interests of religion. They knew 
and felt that it was the basis of all that was val- 
uable in the human character, that society and 
Government could not exist without it. They 
had not had the benefit of “The Age of Rea- 
son,” nor even of “ The Rights of Man.” 

“From this destructive system of Colony adminis- 
tration, adopted since the conclusion of the late war, 


onsies, that overwhelm your Majesty’s colonies with 
affliction ; and we defy our most subtle and inveterate 
enemies to trace the unhappy differences between 
Great Britain and these colonies, from an earlier pe- 
riod, or from other causes than we have assigned. 
Had they proceeded on our part from a restless levity 
of temper, unjust impulses of ambition, or artful sug- 
gestions of seditious persons, we should merit the op- 
probrious terms frequently bestowed upon us by those 
we revere. But so far from promoting innovations, 
we have only opposed them ; and can be charged with 
no offence, unless it be one to receive injuries, and be 
sensible of them. 

“ Had our Creator been pleased to give us existence 
in a land of slavery, the sense of our condition might 
have been mitigated by ignorance and habit. But, 
thanks to his adorable goodness, we were born the 
heirs of freedom,”’ &c. 

“The apprehension of being degraded into a state 
of inven from the pre-eminent rank of English 
freemen, while Our minds retain the strongest love of 
liberty, and clearly foresee the miseries preparing for 
us and our posterity, excites emotions in our breasts, 
which, though we cannot describe, we should not wish 
to conceal.” 

Mr. R. also read an extract showing Doctor 
Franklin’s opinion as to the state of the colonies 
previous to the troubles of the stamp act. That 
wise man had explicitly declared that ours was 
the only instance of an extensive empire in which 
the remote provinces were as well governed as 
the metropolis and its vicinity. The question 
was not whether we should continue in our happy 
situation, previous to the British attempts to tax 
us without our consent, (for better, he allowed, 
we could never expect to be,) but whether we 
should'give up that enviable condition without a 
struggle. The gentlemen from South Carolina 
must excuse him if he preferred the authority of 
Dr. Franklin, and of these authors of our independ- 
ence, to his awn (Mr. Catuoun’s 35) in this school, 
at the feet of Gamaliel, he had studied his politi- 
eal principles. We had received our indelible 
character of freemen from our Anglo Saxon de- 
scent. Sprung from the loins of Spaniards, Por- 
tuguese, ond Frenchmen! what should we have 
known of representative Government, of jury 
trial, of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, 
the palladium of liberty itself? 

But he had been, guilty of estimating the re- 
sources of the adversary against whom we were 
about to contend, and our own capacily to main- 
tain the war for any beneficial result. This was 
the first instance in which he had heard an open 
contempt of all calculation as to the means of 
carrying on a war, or the strength of the enemy, 
in the discussion of a war question. He augured 
nothing good from such rashness, such ignorance 
of the first principles of politics, ef the element- 
ary knowledge of a statesman. Indeed. he had, 
in the course Of the debate, with this exception, 
heard nothing that had not before been said, and 
better said. Mr. R. could not, out of deference 
to those gentlemen who feel so sensitive an antip- 
athy, to calculation, forbear progressingjwith his 
dull. dry matters of fact, although they were so 


have flowed those distresses, dangers, fears, and jeal- | little in unison with the flowing speculations of 
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the day. He quoted the review of Pasley’s Essay 
on the British Military Poliey. (He had not been 
able to procure the Work itself.) 


_“The population opposed to us in our contest with 
the Emperor of the French, Captain Pasley estimates 
as five to one, and, numerically speaking, he is per- 
haps sufficiently accurate. But the power of pro- 
ducing and maintaining armies results so little from 
mere population, that previous to the time of Francis 
I, it is well known that no standing army was or could 
be maintained in Europe, and: from’ that time armies 
have orily increased with increasing civilization. The 
cause of this is not obscure. . Millions of persons may 
‘ subsist in a rude state, and consume the produce of 
the soil, without acquiring a particle of that kind of 
power which contributes to the maintenance of an 
army, or to any other national ‘object. In the feudal 
times, imperfect agriculture and the want of roads 
scarcely permitted the cultivators to dispose of a sur- 


"plus sufficient to furnish money contributions for the’ 


support of the regal and baronial courts. ‘The pro- 
gress of civilization taught a more economical and 
effectual application of human labor; and an increas- 
ing number of persons could be fed, besides those who 
cultivated the land. To procure their share, these 
superfluous lookers-on became manufacturers, whence 
arose, in the natural order of gradation, trade, money, 
and facility of taxation ; and it is in reality from the de- 
gree in which scientific or skilful labor exists in a 
country, that the permanent maintenance of armies is 
to be calculated. In a ruder state of things nothing 
can be furnished beyond the raw material—untutored 
man. 


“The real inquiry for our purpose therefore is, the 
quantity of machinery, of. scientific labor, and of the 
means of employing both, existing in England, as com- 
pared with the same resources in the dominions of 
Bonaparte. <A difference in our favor all will allow, 
because if both had remained stationary since the 
commencment of the war, our superiority was evident 
from the vent of our manufactured goods on the Con- 
tinent, and that too in despite of the higher price paid 
in England for labor to each individual workman. 
And what has happened since the commencement of 
the war! Except those ornamental manufactures 
which are maintained, not by profit, but at the ex- 
pense of Government, from motives of vanity or policy, 
all manufacture in France is extinct, or nearly so. 
Over the rest of the Continent-war has occasioned a 
desolation unparalleled since the eruption of the Bar- 
barians; and war contributions have annihilated the 
visible capital of the manufacturer, and therewith, of 
course, all his exertions. ‘This we may conclude with- 
out fear of error from the otherwise unaccountable and 
incredible avidity with which English, goods are pur- 
chased even in increased quantities, though at a price 
proportioned to the danger of hazarding the vengeance 
of the laws, if they may be so’called, which have been 
made for their exclusion. 


“The prosperous.application of large capital we have 
daily opportunity of seeing. In one place, a large 
steam engine performs the manual labor of five hun- 
dred able men ; in another place, a cotton mill works 
with all the delicaey of five hundred ‘skilful arti- 
sans; and a thousand men may thus be marched to 
the army without,national loss. In machinery less 
striking than these popular instances, no less progress 
has been made. For instance, agricultural instruments 
employed about a hundred and twenty persons, mas- 


ters and workmen, in London, twenty years ago—now 
upwards of two thousand are engaged in this many. 
facture; but this increase in their number is accom. 
panied by the discharge of thousands and tens of thou. 
sands from manual labor; and so proportionally has 
machinery lent aid to all the other trades and callings, 
Co-operating with machinery, in advancing our na. 
tional power, is obviously the division of labor; the 
effect. of which, having been so ably examined an; 
stated, as to have become an undisputed principle, has 
only’been mentioned in this place, lest we should seem 
to forget that it has conspicuously increased in the las; 
ten years. 

“The following statement of our effective forces, 
including officers, at the close of the last year, will be 
at once satisfactory to our readers, and useful to ou; 
argument. Our regular cavalry appears, from the au. 
thentic returns, to have been, on the 25th of Decembe; 
last, 31,375. Our regular infantry, including the for. 
eign dnd colonial corps, 911,574. . The artillery, horse, 
and foot, 22,346, making in all, é6f regular land forces, 
265,395 men. The vote for seamen and marines was, 
in 1810, increased to 145,000; and it was stated in 
Parliament that this increased vote was necessary, be. 
cause that number were’actually in the service. Th 
segular militias of the Empire amounted to 95,444, ani 
thus we. have a total actual military and naval force o/ 
upwards of five hundred thousand men ; a force mor 
than double the military establishment of the Roman 
Empire, under Augustus. And here we must observ: 
that the measure of interchanging the British and Irish 
militias, the most important and beneficial to the En- 
pire, which has been proposed since the union, wi 
have the effect, in addition’ to many other and greater 
advantages, of increasing our actually disposable fore: 
by nearly 16,000 or 20,000 men, the number of regu- 
lar troops which it has hitherto been thought expedient 
to retain in. Ireland, and which we apprehend may be 
most safely and most usefully replaced by the British 
militia. 

The local militia of Great Britain, which assembled 
for exercise at the last inspection, amounted to 167,000. 
The volunteers in Great Britain, are 52,000 infantry, 
and 18,000 cavalry. In Ireland, 67,000 infantty, and 
8,000 cavalry—a total irregular force of 312,000. 

“ Thus, in the whole, we offer to the world the prou! 
and commanding spectacle of eight hundred and twen- 
ty thousand men in arms; and this has been accom- 
plished, as the increased comforts of all classes of soci- 
ety abundantly prove, without any unnatural exertion 
or ruinous expenditure of our strength. T'o our ene- 
my, everything is opposite ; and, accordingly, with all 
his five-fold superiority of population, he does not, cer- 
tainly, only because he cannot, maintain many more 
troops and seamen than ourselves, even by the sever- 
est exactions of tyranny.” 

He asked for our surplus of capital, of labor, o! 
population, out of which (except in the pastoral 
state) a military power could grow. 

It had been asked, why was the country un- 
prepared for defence? Was he expected to an- 
swer this question? The Administration, and 
their overwhelming majorities, must answer i!. 
They. had wantoned in the plenitude of their 
power. Who could say them, nay ? Was it Mr 
Ranpo.pn’s fault, that the gentleman from South 
Carolina had never, inthe course of his-extensive 
experience, heard of a proposition to arm the 
whole body of the militia? which had been 
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damned with a faint appropriation of two hun- 
dred thousand dollars, when millions were lav- 
ished upon miserable oyster boats. The Clerk of 
the’ Senate could not forbear.a sneer, when he 
read the title of the bill, at the recollection of the 
means to enforce it. Mr. R. had proposed him- 
selfan annual million until the work should be 
accomplished. He would forever stand up for 
the militia. It was not in the scoffs of the epau- 
lette gentry, who, for any service they haye séen, 
are the rawest militia, to degrade them in his 
eyes. Who were they? Ourselves—the coun- 
try. Arm them, afid you are safe, beyond the 
possibility of danger. Yearly did the standing 
army sweep off the money, while the militia re- 
ceived empty praise. He would rather see the 
thing reversed. But there will forever be a Court 
and Country party. The standing army is the 
devoted creature of the Court. It must forever 
be so. Can we wonder that it should be cher- 
ished by its master? He spoke of a mercenary 
soldier, in terms of the strongest abhorrence. He 
would ever uphold the militia; and he detested 
standing armies, as the profligate instruments of 
despotism, as the blood-hounds of hell. They 
would support any and every existing Govern- 
ment. 
instance of their deserting their Government and 
taking part with the people; and that was when 
the Duke of Orleans had bribed, the army of the 
last of the Bourbon Kings. A mereenary soldier 
was disgusting to our senses; was odiogs and de- 
testable to the eye of reason, republicanism, and 
religion. Yet, that “mere machine of murder,” 
rude as it is, was the manufacturer of all the 
Cesars, and Cromwells, and Bonapartes, of the 
earth; consecrated by a people’s curse, not loud 
but deep, to the infernal gods. As from the filth 
of the kennel and common sewer, spread the pes- 
tilence that carried havoc through a great city, 
so from this squalid, outcast, homeless wretch, 
sprung the scourge of military despotism. . And 
yet we were told that there was no danger from 
an army of 30,000 or 40,000 men. With 5,000, 
Cesar had passed the Rubicon. With 22,000, 
he fought the battle of Pharsalia, which rendered 
him the master of the world. To come to later 
times—what number had Bonaparte, when, de- 
serting his companions in arms, he returned a sol- 
itary fugitive from Egypt, to overturn that Gov- 
ernment, which, if it had possessed one particle of 
energy, if it had been possible for the civil au- 
thority to cope with military power, would have 
cashiered him for having ruined one of the best 
appointed fieets and armies that ever sailed from 
a European port? Well might the father of po- 


. litical wisdom (Lord Chatham) say to the Parlia- 


ment of England, “entrench yourselves in parch- 
ment to the teeth, the sword will ‘find a passage 
to the vitals of the constitution.” As good a Re- 
publican as ever sat on that floor, (Andrew 
Fletcher, of Saltoun,) had dissolved bis political 
friendsnip with the Earl of Sunderland, when 
he found him supporting an army ; and the event 
justified his sagacity. Cromwell, the affected 
patron of liberty, always encouraged the army. 
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We know the consequence. It was a fundament- 
al principle of free Government that a Legisla- 
ture which would-preserve its liberty must avoid 
that canker,.a standing army. Are we to forget, 
as chinierical, our notions of this institution, 
which we imbibed from our very cradles, which 
are imprinted on our Bills of Rights and Constitu- 
tions, Which we avowed under the reign of John 
Adams? Are they to be scourged out of us by 
the birch of the unfledged political pedagogues of 
the day? If he were the enemy of-this Govern- 
ment, could he reconcile it to his principles, he 
would follow the example set him in another 
quarter, and say to the majority, goto your in- 
evitable destruction! He likened the people un- 
der this joint operation of the two parties, Minis- 
terial and Federal, to the poor client between two 
lawyers, or the cloth between the tailor’s shears. 
He was glad to hear from his venerable friend 
that this was not to be a party war. When the 
last additional force bill was,raised, to which this 
was about to*be superadded, it was an indispen- 
sable preliminary to an appointment, to sign, or 
to promise to sign, the thirty-nine articles of 
the creed of the reigning political chureh. But 
now, the political millenium was at hand—al- 


In‘all history, he remembered only dne| teady had John Adams and Citizen Genet laid 


down, like the lion andthe lamb, in the same 
fold. And if they were not. joined by their fel- 
low-laborer in Newgate, it was his keeper’s fault, 
not that of his inclination. Citizen Genet, now 
| an American patrict of the first order, who ex- 
tols “our Wasaineton;” the champion of the 
laws of nations; the vindicator of American 
rights against foreign (and, of course, French) 
aggression! He was glad to hear thatit was not 
| to be a war for the protection of manufactures. 
To domestic manufactures, in the. true sense 
of the,term, he had always been, and-ever should 
be, a: friend; he had taken a pride in cloth- 
ing himself in them until it was attempted to 
be made a political test. He abhorred tests of 
all sorts, political and religious, and never would 
submit to them. He was sick of this cant 
of patriotism, which extended to a man’s vietu- 
als, drink, and clothes. He had, from a sort of 
obstinacy that belonged to him, laid aside the ez- 
ternal use of these manufactures; but he was 
their firm friend, and of the manufacturers also. 
They were no new things to him; no Merino hobby 
of the day ; he had known them from his infancy. 
He had been almost tempted to believe, from the 
| similarity of character and avocations, that Hec- 
| tor had a Virginian wife ; that Lucretia herself— 
| for she had displayed the spirit of a Virginian 
| matron—was a Virginian lady. Where were 
| they found? Spinning among their handmaids! 
What was the occupation of a Virginian wife— 
her highest ambition? ‘To attend to her domestic 
and household cares ;.to dispense medicine and 
food to the sick; to minister to the comfort of 
her family, her servants, and her poor neighbors, 
| where she had any. At the sight of such a wo- 
| man, his heart bowed down, and did her rever- 
| ence. 
| bout card-players. 


Compare with such a being your gad-a- 
Mr. Ranvowpn said that, if 
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the Empress Queen had presented herself decked 
in the spoils of a ravaged world, at the late exhi- 
bition, in contrast with our American matrons, 
bearing the triumphs of their own ingenuity and 
industry, we should have looked upon ‘her, and 
all her splendor, with scorn and cohtempt in our 
hearts, although, from politeness to the sex, as 
gentlemen, we should: have suppressed .the sen- 
timent. 

Mr. Ranvovpn adverted to our situation with 
the Indians—to the symptomsof discontent which 
had manifested themselves in the South, as well 
as in the Northwest.’ What might grow out of 
the late occurrence at Savannah? Were gen- 
tlenyen prepared to say? Was this a time for 

‘war? “But we must put on the armor of de- 
fence.” Was that armor a standing army? Is 
that the natural defence of this country ?, Wo 
betide .us, if such be the faét.. Bred up in the 
school of the Revolution, he could not-be unmind- 
ful of the consequences of that war. In resist- 
ance to British tyranny, we had been driven to 
the use of means that nothing but dire necessity 
eould excuse—means so disgraceful and injurious, 
that the Constitution of 1787 had wisely prohib- 
ited a future resort tothem. .By our paper money 
and tender ‘acts; by arbitrary impressments and 
privations of property, without semblance of 
equivalent; by acts of violence and confusion. 
inseparable, perhaps, from our situation, the tone 
of public morals had received a rude shock. His 
worthy colleague (Mr. Netson) needed not to 
be reminded of the operation of the legal tender 
of worthless paper in discharge of bona fide debts. 
His noble father (General Nelson) had sacrificed 
a princely fortune at the shrine of patriotism. His 
was the old fashioned patriotism that spent, not 
made, money, in his country’s service—not the 
patriotism of this, oar day—the patriotism of of- 
fice-seeking, of contracting, and commissarying— 
the patriotism that quarters a man’s whole fam- 
ily.upon the public. By these acts of public rob- 
bery, (for they were no less,) the public morals 
had been tainted. To it had succeeded the cor- 
ruptions of the funding system—a necessary con- 
sequence of providing for a debt, which the. pub- 
lic beggary had caused to sell in open market, at 
a discount of eighty-seven and a half per cent.! 
But, in this operation, the harpies of speculation 
might plead that they had not actually cheated 
the poor soldier; that they practised no fraud 
upon him; that he sold, and they bought, with 
their eyes open; that they only took advantage 
of his necessities—as yet, they kept within the 
letter of the law. A step further was made in 
the path of iniquity. Actual swindling now 
commenced. The naked granite of our moun- 
tains was passed off, with decorations of imagi- 
nary corner trees of buck-eye and walnut, for fer- 
tile plains. A seene of depredation the most 
bare-faced and infamous ensued. Our name had 
becomea by-word among the nations of the earth. 
Nothing was wanting _to give the finishing blow 
to our character, to top the apex, but predatory 
war. Not a war for our homes and fire-sides—a 
war that might generate, or call forth manly and 
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honorable sentiment—but, a war of rapine, of 
privateering, a scuffle and scramble for plunder; 
when, like the duckers on the Potomac, we should 
calculate at every discharge, “so much powder 
and shot for so much game.” 

There was one observation of his eloquent col- 
league that could not be too often or too strongly 
enforced. That this war must eventuate in a 
French alliance. We must carry our prizes (if 
we' took any) into French ports for condemnation 
and sale. Our vessels must seek a refuge there 
from pursuit, or to refit. We must come into 
contact upon so many points, as common ene- 
mies to England, that our temporary disgust ata 
French alliance would wear off. 

If in 1778, when the man who covered the re- 
treat of the miserable remnant of Braddock’s 
army, from the sealping knives and tomahawks of 
the French and the Indians, was at the: head of 
our armies and councils—if .at that day, with 
the glories of the war of 1755, and the atrocious 
massacres of France and her savage allies in 
fresh remembrance, we-could so soon overcome 
our instinctive antipathy to all that was French, 
what might we not now expect.after a few lard 
rubs? When France, too, had been permitted to 
boast that to her we were indebted. for our inde- 
pendence! Sore from her recent defeats, she had 
lain back, she kept at a cautious distance, until the 
capture of Burgoyne had asserted our capacity to 
maintain our resistance. Then she stepped forth 
to cripple a hated rival, and had the effrontery 
to pretend that we were indebted to her for our 
independence. We owed it no more to her than 
to Tom Paine, the stay-maker. But if you be- 
come a party to this war, there will inevitably 
be another alliance. You will sink into the arms 
of Bonaparte as his ally, and awake from your 
slumber his abject constuprated slave. He had 
endeavored to paint, with feeble hand and timid 
pencil, the aggressions of France—but formidable 
as Was her enmity, human powers were inade- 
quate to portray the horrors of her friendship. 

He could not conclude without foticing the 
parallel attempted to be drawn by the gentle- 
man from. South Carolina, Mr. Catnoun—not 
quite indeed after the manner of of Plutarch— 
between himself and an illustrious statesman, 
(Lord Chatham.) The gentleman had bee 
pleased to say, that at the mention of his name, 
Mr. Ranpvotpn’s heart had seemed to smite 
him. It had indeed smittea him: from a sensa- 
tion which he trusted that gentleman might! 
never feel; against which he seemed well secured. 
It was a consciousness of his own unworthiness 
to sustain the high duties imposed upon him bj 
his country, Which the recollection of that great 


man’s name had, at the moment, called up. He 


felt humbled in the contemplation of his worth. 
Would to God! he possessed some portion of his 
powers: that he could borrow his eagle-eye, his 
withering look, the unrivalled majesty of his 
manner, the magic of his voice, at once the mu- 
sic and the thunder of the spheres, to rouse the 
House to a sense of their country’s danger. In 
one respect, however, he might boast that he pos- 
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mortal statesman. 
spirit, as unyielding an adherence to the deliber- 
ate convictions of his own understanding, as 
Lord Chatham himself; who, because he set his 
face against corruption, and had the art of mak- 
ing every coward scoundeel in the nation his foe— 
concentrating upon himself the “rays of royai 
indignation, which might illumine, but could not 
consume him; who, because with intuitive 
glance he penetrated, resolved, and ‘combined 
every interest of his country, and each design of 
her enemies,.and reached his object “ by .the 
flashes of his mind, which, like those of his eye, 
might be felt, but could not be followed,” was by 
the plodding, purblind, groping politicians of the 
day, attempted to be held up as an empty declaimer, 
a theatrical gesticulator. Gentlemen must not 
expect him to quit the anchorage of his own 
judgment in order to pursue the ignis fatui that 
wander about Goose Creek. Mr. Speaker, my 
heart is full—the recollection of that matchless 
orator and statesman has filled me with uospeak- 
able feelings. To excite them there was no need 
of the cruel and insulting comparison which the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Catnoun) 
bad attempted to draw between that gigantic 
statesman and the pigmy who now addresses you. 


The question was nuw taken on concurcing 
with the Committee of the Whole in their agree- 
ment to the second resolation, which.is in the fol- 
lowing words: 

“That an additional force of thousand regular 
troops ought to be immediately raised, to serve for three 
i and that a bounty in lands ought to be given 
0 encourage enlistment.” 

And decided as follows: : 

Yreas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, ‘Stev- 
enson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, John 
Baker, David Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, 
William W. Bibb, William .Blackledge, Harmanus 
Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Breck- 
enridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, James Coch- 
ran, John Clopton, Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, 
William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph 
Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Emott, 
William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Meshack 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Charles 
Goldsborough, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Ohed Hall, John A. Har- 
per, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, 
Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, Wil- 
liam R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter 
Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, 
Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Aranah Metcalf, 
James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, 
Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thos. 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William 
Paulding, jr., Israel Pickens, William Piper, Benjamin 
Pond, Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, 
Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John 
Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer 
Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Se- 
vier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw; John Smilie, George 

12th Con. lst Szss.—18 
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Charles Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Robert 
Whitehill, David: R. Williams, William Widgery, Thos. 
Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright—1 10. 

Naxs—Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brigham, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Davenport, 
jr., William Ely, Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, jun.,, 
Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Joseph Pearson, ‘Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, 
John Randolph, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tall- 
madge, Laban Wheaton, and Leonard White—22. 

The question was then taken on the third reso- 
lution, in the following words: 


“ That it is expedient to authorize the President, un- 
der proper regulations, to accept the service of any 
number, of volunteers, not exceeding fifty thousand ; 
to be organized, trained, and held in readiness to act 
on such service as‘ the exigencies of the Government 
may require.” 


And decided as follows: 


Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Stev- 
enson Archer, Daniel Avery; Ezekiel Bacon, John 
Baker, David Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, 
William W. Bibb, William Blackledge,, Harmanus 
Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Breck- 
enridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Martin 
Chittenden, James Cochran, John Clopton, Thomas 
B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, William, Crawford, Roger 
Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
James Emott, William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, 
Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, 
Charles Goldsborough, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. 
Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John 
A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hy- 
neman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. 
King, Abner Lacock, Joseph “Lefever, Peter Little, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, Aaron 
Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas 
Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel 
McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metealf, James 
Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, James “Morgan, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Jonathan.O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William 
Paulding, jr., Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William 
Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. 
Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. 
Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, 
Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John 
Smilie, George Smith, Silas Stow, William Strong, 
George Sullivan, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tallman, 
Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Leonard White, Robert 
Whitehill, David R. Williams, William Widgery, Thos. 
Wilson, Richard Winn and Robert Wright—113. 

Nars—Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brigham, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, John Davenport, jr., William Ely, 
Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, jr., Lyman Law, Joseph 
Lewis, jr., Elisha R. Potter, John Randolh , John 
Smith, Richard Stanford, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel 
'Paggart, and Laban Wheaton—16. 

The question was next taken on the fourth res- 
olution, in the following words: 

“ That the President be authorized to order out from 
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time to time such detachments.of the militia, as in his | Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, junior, 


opinion the public service may require.” 
And decided as follows: . 


Nays—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Stev- 
enson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, John 
Baker, David Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, 
William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus 
Bleecker, Thomas,Blount, Adam Boyd, James Brecken- 
ridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Martin 
Chittenden, James Cochran, John Clopton, Thomas 
B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger 
Davis, John Dawsori, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, James Emott, William Findley, J ames 
Fisk, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, 
Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, 
Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett 
Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. 
Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner La- 
cock, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr., Peter Lit- 
tle, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore; Archibald McBryde, William Me- 
Coy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah 
Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, James 
Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, 
Stephen Orfmsby,; William Paulding, jr., Joseph Pear- 
son, Israal Pickens, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jr., 
Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, Henry 
M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, 
Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, 
William Strong, George Sullivan, Benjamin Tall- 
madge, Peleg Tallman, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, 
Charles Turner, jr., Pierfe Van Cortlandt, jr., Laban 
Wheaton, Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, David 
R. Williams, William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, 
Richard Winn, and Robert Wright—120. 

Naxs—Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brigham, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, John Davenport, jr., Richard Jack- 
son, jr., Lyman Law, Lewis B. Sturges, and Samuel 
Taggart—s. 

The question was then taken on the fifth reso- 
lution, in the words following : 

“That all the vessels not now in service belonging 
to the Navy, and worthy of repair, be immediately fitted 
up and put in commission.” 

And carried, as follows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, jr,, William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel! Bacon, John 
Baker, David’ Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, 
Abijah Bigelow, William Blackledge, -Harmanus 
Bleecker, Thomas Blount, James Breckenridge, Elijah | 
Brigham, William A. Burwell, William Butler, John 
Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, | 


Martin Chittenden,. James Cochran, John Clopton, }. 


Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, 
Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel 
Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, 
William Findley, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Tho-" 





“Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, 


Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Peier 
Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, 
Archibald McBryde, William MeCoy, Alexander Mc. 
Kim,. Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel L, 
Mitchill, James Morgap, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newbold, 'Tho- 
mas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William Paulding, jr., 
Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Piper, 'Timo- 
thy Pitkin, jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Josiah 
Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel 


‘Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, 


Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, 
Adam. Seybert, Samuel Shaw, George Smith, John 
Smith, William Strong, Lewis B. Sturges, George 
Sullivan, Samuel’Paggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg 
Tallman, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Tur- 
ner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Laban Wheaton, 
Leonard White, William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, 
Richard Winn, and Robert Wright—111. 

Nars—William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert 
Brown, Edwin Gray, Jacob Hufty, Joseph Lewis, jr., 
Nathaniel Macon, Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, 
William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, Rich- 
ard ‘Stanford, Robert Whitehill, and David: R. Wil- 
liams—15. 


The question was put from the Chair on the 
sixth resolution, in these words: 

“6. That it is expedient to permit our merchant 
vessels, owned exclusively by resident citizens, and 
commanded and navigated solely by citizens, to arm 
under proper regulations, to be prescribed by law, in 
self-defence, against all unlawful proceedings towards 
them on the high seas.” 

When the resolution was, on motion, ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The three first resolutions, for filling up the 
present establishmeaot, for raising an additional 
number of regulars, and authorizing the accept- 
ance of yolunteers’ services, were referred to the 
committee who reported them, with instructions 
to bring in bills in pursuance thereof. 





Tvuespay, December 17. 

Mr, Morrow, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, presented a bill directing the terms on 
which lands sold at private sale, and that revert 
for a-failure in» payment, shall again be sold; 


which was twice read and committed. 


The following is the bill: 

Be it enacted, &c., That no tract or tracts of the 
reserved sections or-other public lands of the United 
States, thathave been or may hereafter be sold at pub- 
lic sale, and which may have, or shall, on .account of 
failure-to complete the payment of the purchase mo- 
ney, revert to the United States, shall hereafter be 
sold at private sale, at a price less than that for which 
the same tract was sold at public sale. 

Mr. Wittiams, from the committee appointed 
on that part of the President’s Message which 
relates to filling the ranks and prolonging the 
enlistment of the regular troops, and to an auxili- 
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its usefulness to its intrinsic eapacity, asked and 
obtained leave to lay on the table all the docu- 
ments obtained by that committee from the War 
Department on the subject submitted to their 
consideration.— Referred to the Committee of 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Newron reported a bill to deprive in.cer- 
tain cases ships or vessels of their American char- 
acter, and to prevent, under certain disabilities, 
any citizen of the United States from taking a 
license from any foreign Power to navigate the 
ocean, or trade with any other foreign Power.— 
Twice read and committed. 

Mr. Newrown also reported @ bill'to prevent the 
exportation from the United States, or Territo- 
ries thereof, of any goods, wares, or merchandise, 
under the authority of. permits or licenses derived 
from any foreign Power; which was twice read, 
and committed. 

Mr. Morrow reported a bill for the revision of 
former confirmations, and for confirming certain 
claims to land in the district of Kaskaskia, which 
was twice .read, and committed. . This bill was 
accompanied by a detailed report, which was 
committed to the same committee. 

The bill from the Senate for completing the 
existing Military Establishment was twice read, 
and committed. 

The House then proceeded, on motion of Mr. 
BLACKLEDGE, to consider thé resolution summit- 
ted by him on the 13th, which was modified so 
as to read as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be prepared and laid before 
the House a system of rules and regulations proper to 
be adopted for training and disciplining the regular 
troops'and militia of the United States.” 

The resolution was agreed to, and Messrs. 
BuiackLepGce and Livinasron appointed a com- 
mittee to present the same to the President. 

Mr. Pornpexter, from the committee appointed 
on the 13th ultimo, on the petition of the Legis- 
lature of the Mississippi Territory, madea detailed 
report, which was read; when a motion was made 
by Mr. Wixitams, that the réport be recommit- 
ted to the committee that reported it; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Poinpexter, from the same committee, 
presented a bill to enable the people of the Mis- 
sissippi Territory to form a constitution and State 
government, and for the admission of such State 
into the Union, on an equal footing with the ori- 
ginal States; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to a Committée of the Whole on Monday 
next. 

The House proceeded to consider the report 
of the committee of conference on the apportion- 
ment bill; when, on motion of Mr. RANDOLPRH, 
the further consideration thereof was postponed 
to to-morrow. 


MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY. 

Mr. Poinpexter, from the committee to whom 
the said report was committed, reported the same 
with an amendment; which was read, and refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on Monday 
next. The report is as follows: 
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The committee, to whom was referred the memorial 
of the Legislative Council and House’ of Representa- 
tives of the Mississippi Territory) and the -petition of 
sundry citizens thereof, praying to be admitted into the 
Union of the United States on an equal footing with 
the original States ; and also the petition of the inhab- 
itants of West Florida, setting forth their desire to be 
annexed’ to said Territory, for reasons therein con- 
tained, have had these subjects under consideration, 
and beg leave to submit the following report : 


That there has existed in the Mississippi Territory a 
temporary government; founded_on the ordinance for 
the government of the Territory Northwest of the river . 
Ohio, since the eleventh day of April, one thousand © 
seven hundred and ninety-eight. That, although, this 
ordinance has undergone some modifications, extend- 
ing, in a limited degree, the rights and privileges of the 
citizens, it still contains provisions incompatible with 
political liberty, and unfavorable to a due and impartial 
administration of justice, in the redress of private 
wrongs and injuries. The Chief Executive Magistrate 
is charged with the execution of the laws; is com- 
mander-in-chief of the militia; has the sole power of 
appointment to offices, civil and military, within the-~ 
Territory, and the removal of these officers at pleasure ; 
is vested with an unqualified veto on all bills passed by 
the other co-ordinate branches of the Legislature ; and 
is, moreover, clothed with the odious and arbit~ary au- 
thority to prorogue and dissolve the General Assembly 
whenever, in his opinion, it shall be expedient. These 
high and regal prerogatives, constituting some of the 
most obvious characteristics which distinguish an abso- 
lute monarchy from the constitution of a free State, are 
confided to the discretionary exercise of a Governor, 
who is neither chosen by, nor responsible to, the peo- 
ple. He is often a total stranger to the local interests 
and circumstances of the country over which he pos- 
sesses such unlimited control, and is accountable only 
for malconduct or corruption in office to the President 
of the United States. The only security which exists 
against the frequent and wanton abuse of these powers 
is to be found in the mild and conciliatory ‘disposition 
uniformly manifested by the General.Government to- 
wards its Territories. But experience has shown that, 
in all colonial governments, officers situated at a re- 
mote distance from the tribunal to which they are re- 
sponsible, too frequently “feel power and forget right ;” 
and, by eluding the vigilance of rigid investigation, are 
enabled to practise acts of oppression with impunity. 

Your committee forbear to enter minutely into an 
examination of the various objections which might be 
urged against the present system of Territorial govern- 
ments. 


The above summary of Executive powers, so oppo- 
site in their nature to those principles which form the 
basis of the Federal Constitution, and which are trans- 
fused through the constitution of the several States, is 
sufficient to show that the people are deprived of all 
participation in the choice of those who administer the 
laws, and that public functionaries are rendered inde- 
pendent of the community whose interests are confided 
to their management and discretion. ‘These restric- 
tions on the rights of the people can be justified only 
by the most-evident necessity, resulting from peculiar 
and unavoidable circumstances. Your committee, there- 
fore, consider it an act both of strict justice and sound 
policy to advance the respective ‘Territories of the 
United States to the grade of a separate common- 
wealth, whenever they shall contain the number of in- 
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habitants necessary to entitle them, under the ratio 
established by law, to a. Representative in the Congress 
of the United States. On the subject of population, 
there exists no difficulty, whether the Territory be 
taken in connexion with West Florida or with. its 
present limits. From the official returns of the census, 
taken during the summer of the past year, it appears 
that there were, in the Mississippi Territory, the num- 
ber of forty thousand three hundred and fifty-two souls. 
This enumeration, it is alleged, fell considerably short 
of the actual population of the Territory at that time ; 
and, without casting the-most. remote censure on the 
officers who were employed in that service, such a 
suggestion is strongly supported by the vast extent of 
country over which the settlements are dispersed. It 
also appears to your committee that the progressive 
emigration from the old States to this section of the 
Union, added to the length of time which it will re- 
quire to form a constitution, and put the.same‘in oper- 
ation, afford satisfactory pledges that, anterior to the 
final admission of the Territory to the rights of State 
sovereignty, the number of its inhabitants will amount 
to at least sixty:thousand, whereby they will possess 
the unqualified right; in conformity with articles of ces- 
sion and agreement between the United States and 
Georgia, to be admitted into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States. 

This view of the subject is presented without refer- 
ence to the augmentation of population, which would 
result from the annexation. of West Florida; in that 
event the numberof souls in the Territory, exclusive 
of the county of Madison, which lies near the Great 
Bend of Tennessee river, may be estimated at about 
eighty thousand; and, frem the geographical situation 
of the Territories belonging to the United States south 
of the State of Tennessee, and north of ‘the Iberville 
and the lakes, your committee feel satisfied that an al- 
teration of limits, so as to include the whole population 
between the Yazoo and the Iberville, where they unite 
with the river Mississippi, and from these points, re- 
penne east, to the boundary line of the State of 

eorgia, would greatly contribute to the future conve- 
nience and prosperity of the people who reside in that 
country. 

At a very early period after the treaty of 1763, be- 
tween France and.Great. Britain, by which the latter 
became possessed of the Floridas, the jurisdiction of 
the province of West Florida was extended north, by a 
line drawn from the mouth of the Yazoo, due east, to 
the river Chatahouchy. The Government of Spain, 
also, when that Power succeeded.to the possession of 
the country, by conquest, in thé year 1781, continued 
to exercise authority over it in the same extent which 
the British Government had previously done, untik by 
the treaty concluded between the United States’ and 
Spain, on the 27th day of October, 1795, the southern 
boundary of the United States was declared to extend 
to the thirty-first degree of: north latitude. The Gov- 
ernment of the United States, by the treaty of 1803, 
with France, having acquired Louisiana in the extent 
that France then held it, and that it had in the hands 
of Spain, prior to the Treaty of St. Ildefonso, there does 
not seem to be a reasonable doubt as to the claim of 
the United States to the country east of the Mississippi, 
as far ‘as the river Perdido, which lies between Mobile 
and Pensacola. 

Your committee, therefore, conceive that; insomuch 
as the entire tract of country formerly possessed by 
Great Britain, under the name of West Florida, and 


Mississippi Territory. 





5 


4 


Decemser, 1811, 


CONGRESS. 





subsequently transferred to Spain, as forming a part of 
Louisiana, has fallen under the dominion of the United 
States, it ought, in strict propriety, to be restored to its 
ancient limits, as the measure corresponds with the 
wishes, and is calculated to promote the permanent 
welfare of the people whose interests are immediately 
concerned. Kk is assuredly the incumbent duty of the 
General Government to make such a partition of its 
Territories on the waters of the Mississippi, as wil] 
combine with local advantages a due regard to national 
policy. : These-essential objects cannot, in the opinion 
of your committee, be secured without a suitable di- 
vision of the seacoast, acquired by the purchase of Lou- 
isiana. It must be obvious, that, to confer on the State 
to be formed of the Territory of Orleans, the whole ex- 
tent of seaboard from the river Perdido to the Sabine 
bay, would give to it an influence over the commerce 
of the Western country which might be productive of 
the most mischievous consequences; for, although the 
legislative authority of the State could impose no tax 
‘or duty on articles exported from any other State, yet 
there are many important regulations which would ma- 
térially affect the navigation of the numerous rivers 
flowing through this country into the Gulf. of Mexico, 
falling within the legitimate range of State powers; 
among these may be enumerated the incorporation of 
navigation companies, and appropriations of the public 
revenue for the purpose of epening canals. Thus, by 
affording every facility to the trade passing down the 
river Mississippi to New Orleans, and by interposing 
vexatious obstructions to the commerce of those rivers 
emptying into the Bay of Mobile and the lakes, that 
city will become the emporium of all the bulky articles 
of agriculture, which, constitute, in time of peace, the 
great export trade of the Western States and Territo- 
ries, ‘The direct tendency of such a monopoly, would 
be to raise the commercial importance of New Orleans, 
at the sacrifice of the best interests of those who inhabit 
the vast, fertile, and extensive region watered by the 
Tennessee, the Tombigbee, and Alabama rivers, and 
their tributary streams, besides many other important 
rivers, affording outlets through the Mississippi 'Terri- 
tory into the Lakes Manrepas and Pontchartrain. To 
guard against these contingencies, and to unite a peo- 
ple whose language; manners, principles, and usages 
dre assimilated, your committee recommend that all 
that tract of country, of which possession has been 
taken by virtue of the President’s proclamation, bearing 
date the 27th day of October, 1810, be added to the 
State to be formed of the Mississippi Territory, when- 
eve? the same shall be admitted into the Union as such. 


Your committee cannot forbear to express their 
decided opinion, that, where no Constitutional diffi- 
culty occurs, the formation of new States on the 
southern extremity of the United States ought not to 
be delayed. ‘To bind together every portion of. the 
American people by the indissoluble cord of affection, 
and to perpetuate the integrity of the Union, are con- 
siderations paramount to all.others which can be pre- 
sented to the view of the National Legislature. 


Let us, therefore, extend to every section of our be- 
loved country a just equality of rights and privileges, 
that each may-enjoy civil, political, and religious liber- 
ty, subjéct to the control of independent local authori- 
ties, while the fostering hand of the Federal Govern- 
ment shall protect them in the enjoyment of these 
blessings from domestic feuds and external violence. 

Under these impressions, your committee submit the 
following resolution : 
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Resolved, That it is expedient to admit all that tract served the existence of the establishment, has had the 
of country, bounded north by a line drawn due east ; effect of loading it with the imputations of wasteful ex- 
from the river Yazoo, where it unites with the Missis- | pense and comparative inefficiency. ; 
sippi, to the river Chatahouchy, and down said river to oN o system has hitherto been adopted, which, though 
the thirty-first degree of latitude; thence, along said limited by the dispensing security of the times, andthe 
degree of latitude, to a point opposite the river Perdido ; | Just economy of our Republican institutions, was yet 


thence to the confluence of said last mentioned river, 
with the Gulf of Mexico; and thence, in a direct line 
through the middle of the Lakes Maurepas and Pont- 
chartrain, to the junction of the Iberville with the river 
Mississippi, and up said river to. the above mentioned 
river Yazoo, ‘into the Union of the United States, on 
an equal footing with the original States. 


MARITIME DEFENCE. 


Mr. Cueves, from the committee appointed on 
that part of the President’s Message which re- 
lates to the naval force of the United States and to 
the defence of our maritime frontier, made the 
following report in part: 

“ The committee to whom. was referred so much 
of the President’s Message of the 5th of November, 
1811, as relates to the defence of the maritime frontier, 
report in part,'that two communications fronr the Sec- 
retary of War, which accompany this report, which 
‘were made in reply to the queries propounded. by the 
committee, contain the best information on the subject 
-which they have been able to collect. That one of 
them contains an enumeration of the permanent forti- 
fications which have been completed or commenced, 
with remarks on the troops necessary to garrison them. 
That, for the completion of works already com- 
menced, no further appropriation is requisite. But 
that some additional works are deemed necessary, the 
precise extent of which cannot at present be deter- 
mined; for which, and for contingent objects of defence 
on our maritime frontier, in the event of hostilities, the 
committee recommend an appropriation of one million 
of dollars; and the committee for that purpose beg 
leave to report a bill entitled “a bill making further 
appropriation for the defence of our maritime frontier.” 


Mr. Cueves then presetited a bill making a 
further appropriation tor the defence of our mar- 
itime frontier; which was twice read and com- 
niitted, 

NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


Mr. Cueves, from the committee to whom was 
referred so much of the President’s Message as 
relates to the Naval Establishment, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

That the subject referred to your committee in its 
several relations presents a question of the highest im- 
portance to the interests of the people of this country, 
inasmuch as it embraces one of the great and leading 
objects. of their Government; that which, above all 
others, laid the foundation of the happy. union of these 
States. Your committee need hardly say. they mean 
the protection of maritime commerce ; an interest 
which, though when superficially viewed, seems to af- 
fect only the Atlantic portions of the country, yet really 
extends as far as the utmost limits of its agriculture, 
and can only be separated from it, in the opinion of 
your committee, by a total blindness to the just policy 
of Government. The important engine of national 
strength and national security which is formed by a 
naval force, has hitherto, in the opinion of the commit- 
tee, been, treated with a neglect -highly impolitic, or 
supported by a spirit so languid, as, while .it has pre- 


| calculated to enlarge itself gradually with the progress 
| of the nation’s growth in population, in wealth, and in 
| commerce, or expand with an energy proportioned to 
| a crisis of particular danger. 

Such a course, impolitic under any circumstances, is 
the more so when it is demonstrably clear that this 
nation is inevitably destined to be a naval power, and 
| that the virtue of economy, if no other motive could be 

found, would recommend a plan by which this force 
must be gradually increased, the necessary expenses 
diminished, and durability and permanency given to 
the strength which they may purchase. 

| ‘That a naval protection is particularly secured to 
the interest.of commerce by our great political com- 
| pact, is proved by that part of the Constitution which 
| expressly gave to Congress the power “ to provide and 
| maintain a navy,” and is confirmed by the history of 
the times, and the particular circumstances which led 
to its institution; but it is alike secured by the funda- 
mental *nature of all Government,-which extends to 
every interest under its authority a protection (if within 
the nation’s means) which is adequate to its preserva- 
tion ; nor is this protection called for only by the par- 
tial interests of a particular description of men or of a 
| particular tract of country. A navy is as necessary to 
| protect the mouths of the Mississippi, the channel 
| through which the produce of the agriculture of the 
| Western States must pass to become valuable, as the 
bays of the Chesapeake and Delaware, and more ne- 
| cessary than on the shores of the Easternor the South- 





ern States. 
It has, indeed, been urged, your committee are aware, 
that a Naval Establishment is forbidden by the great 
| and burdensome experditures of public money which, 
it is said, will be required to support it, and by the in- 
ability of the country, by any expenditare-to maintain 
a navy which can protect its maritime rights against 
the power of Great Britain. The first objection ap- 
pears to your committee to be founded on a mistaken 
assumption of the fact; for in their opinion a naval 
force within due limits and under proper regulations 
will constitute the cheapest defence of the nation. 
The permanent fortifications necessary to the de- 
fence of the ports and harbors of the Union will-cost, 
in the opinion of your committee, as much annually, 
if properly provided and garrisoned, as the naval force 
which, it is ¢onfidently believed, on the testimony of 
persons competent to decide, would be amply sufficient 
to prevent all attacks from reaching our shores. It 
will thus furnish the most appropriate, adequate, and 
cheap protection against a foreign enemy, ‘and will at 
the same time be perfectly innoxious to the public lib- 
| erty and the private morals of the country; dispense 
| almost entirely with a standing army, so hostile to the 
genius of our free institutions, and remove the stand- 
ing vices and evils of camps and garrisons from the 
cities On Our seacoast; cherish a noble body of mari- 
ners, who in honorable peace will spread the sails of a 
prosperous and vivifying commerce on every sea, and 
in necessary war terribly avenge their country’s wrongs. 
The other objection your committee suppose to be 
founded on an. imperfect examination of the subject ; 
for those who.are best able to form opinions on this 
matter, from congenial professional pursuits, as well 
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as a particular knowledge of the marine of Great Brit- 
ain, declare that she capnot, at, any time, spare more 
than a very limifed force for the American station : one 
which can be effectually resisted by an establishment 
which may be supported by this Government without 
a great direct expense, while in its effects it will greatly 
more than reimburse to the national wealth, the sums 
which may be drawn from it for this object ; protect 
our harbors from insult, our coasting trade from spo- 
liations, and give us the dominion of a sea on our bor- 
ders which’ we ought.to call our own, and defend with 
our cannon, 


To detail all the reasons on which this opinion is 
founded, would, perhaps, not be in the’power of your 
committee, who are in part governed by the opinions 
of men of experience and professional’ skill, (often 
among the best grounds of human faith, but not always 
equally communicable :) but the leading facts and prin- 
‘eiples on which it is founded, are too plain and obvious 
to labor under this difficulty. The history_of all times 

ves the inability of Great Britain or any other Pow- 
\ er to station a large force in remote seas ; for, indepen- 
dent of the necessify which always exists for its pres- 
ence in more proximate quarters, could the former 
nation place the whole of her thousand ships on our 
coast, she would be-unable, in a state of hostility with 
the United States, competently to supply even a con- 
siderable squadron of them, for any duration of time, 
with the least regard to the efficiency of the service, 
and without a wasteful,and ruinous expense: let those 
who hold a different opinion declare how and from 
whence ! 

To thedefence of your: ports and harbors and the 
protection of your coasting trade should be confiried, in 
the opinion of your committee, the present objects and 
operations of any navy which the United States can or 
ought to have. In this view our advantages are great 
and manifest. Looking along our extended line of 
coast, from the northeastern to the southern extreme of 
our. territory, we discover in quick succession ports and 
harbors furnishing in abundance every supply for active 
and constant service ; in which to concentrate by mu- 
tual advice and information, which can be transmitted 
with the greatest certainty and speed, the forces of dif- 
ferent stations, to attack the enemy in detail when his 
vessels may be scattered; and in which our ships may 
find refuge and security when approached by a force 
so much superior as to forbid a combat. To enter no 
further into details, it is obvious that, from these ad- 
vantages, the power and efficiency of an American 
Navy must be double its nominal proportion to that of 
an assailing enemy. But your committee beg leave to 
observe, that it would be unworthy the magnanimity 
of the nation to look only at one Power, and forget 
that it stands in the-relation of an independent sove- 
reignty to other nations, against whom, unless man 
change his nature and ¢éease to be violent and unjust, it 
may be necessary to array the national force on that 
element where the injury may be suffered and where 
alone it can be avenged or redressed. With this view 
your committee have not considered this’ subject with 
regard only to the practicable and advisable prepata- 
tion for the present momentous crisis, which, whatever 
it may be, must be greatly inadequate, for the reasons 
already stated; but the object of the committee is to 
recommend a system which shall look to futurity, and 
though limited by the present situation and means of 
the country, have a capacity to be enlarged in propor- 
tion to the growing wealth, commerce, and population 
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of the nation. Your committee are, at the same time, 
not unaware that some of those who are unfriendly to 
a navy, ground their opposition rather upon its future 
permanent establishment, than on its present expense, 
But your committee will only observe, that the wisdom 
of that policy seems to reach as far beyond reasonalle 
practicable views, as it will probably fall short of the 
attainment of its object.. To restrain the great ener. 
gies of such a number, as this country possesses, of the 
best seamen the world ever beheld, and such a mass of 
tonnage as Great Britain herself has not boasted more 
than twenty years, will as muth transcend the feeble 
efforts of the-politician as it would be beyond his pow- 
er to create them ; they are formed by the high behest 
of beneficent nature, nurtured by our wise, free and 
happy, public institutions, and can only perish with 
the latter. 

Yeur committee, however, admit, that it will neither 
be politic nor practicable to swell the Naval Establish- 
ment of this country to the size of our desires or of our 
necessities ; but a grudual increase of it is, in their 
opinion, within the. most limited means, and within the 
obvious policy of our Government, and in attempting 
this some present addition will be made (too little— 
much too little, they lament) to ‘the best strength of 
the nation, and as a measure of preparation for this 
crisis of danger. 

With these observations, and with a full, detailed, and 
useful report of the Secretary of the Navy, in reply to 
questions propounded by your committee, they beg 
leave to recommend, that all the vessels of war of the 
United States, not now in service; which. are worthy 
of repair, be immediately repaired, fitted out, and put 
into actual service: 

That ten additional frigates, averaging thirty-eight 
guns, be built ; that a competent sum of money be ap- 
propriated for the purchase ofa stock of timber, and 
that a-dock, for repairing the vessels of war of the Uni- 
ted States, be established in some central and conve- 
nient place. 

They also beg leave to report a bill, entitled “A bill 
concerning the Naval Establishment.’ 


Mr. Cueves then presented a bill concerning 
the Naval Establishment; which was twice read 
and committed. 


FOREIGN, RELATIONS, 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business. 

The fifth resolution, yesterday adopted, respect- 
ing the Navy, was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole, to whom was this day committed 
the bill concerning the Naval Establishment ; 
and the fourth, respecting authorizing the Exe- 
cutive to call out detachments of militia, was 
referred to the Committee of Foreign Relations 
to report a bill. 

The Hobse then proceeded to consider the sixth 
and last resolution reported by the committee, in 
the following words ; 

“6. That it is expedient to permit our merchant 
vessels, owned exclusively by resident citizens, and 
commanded and navigated solely by citizens, to arm 
under proper regulations, to be preseribed by law, in 
self-defence, against all unlawful proceedings towards 
them on the high seas.’ 

Mr. Wricut moved to'amend ‘the resolution, 
by adding thereto the following: 
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“And that if attacked by any British ship or vessel, 
it shall be lawful to capture and bring such ship or 
vessel into any port of the United States for adju- 
dication.” 

Mr. Finptey moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the resolution and amendment 
to the first Monday in March next, 

After debate on these motions, the House ad- 
journed without coming to a decisfon on ejther. 


er 
Wepnespay, December 18. 


Mr. Ruea presented petitions from Louisiana 
Territory, in favor of the second grade of Govern- 
ment.—Referred. 

The consideration of the unfinished. business of 
yesterday, respecting arming merchantmen, &c., 
was called for; when it was, on motion of Mr. 
Ranpbo.pu, ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Porter, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was committed the bill. from 
the Senate, “ completing the existing Military Es- 
tablishment,” reported the ‘same without amend- 
ment.—Committed to a Committee of the Whole 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Jennines, the Committee 
on the Public Lands were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing another dis- 
trict, for the disposal of the public lands, by a divi- 
sion of the distriet of Kaskaskia; to report by, bill 
or otherwise. 

Mr. Macon, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, presented a bill allowing additional com- 
pensation to the Postmaster General; which was 
read twice, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the bill to continue in foree, for a 
further time, the act fixing the salaries of certain 
officers of Government therein mentioned. 


BATTLE ON THE WABASH. 


Mr. Ormssy moved the following resolution : 

Resolved, ‘That a committee be appointed to inquire 
whether any, and if any, what provision ought to be 
made by law for paying the officers and soldiers of the 
militia. who served under Governor Harrison, in the 
late expedition against the Indians on the Wabash, to 
compensate them for the loss of horses, and for the relief 
of the widows and orphans of those who fell in the 
action of the seventh of November last; and that they 
have leave to report by bill or othérwise. 

The said resolution was read, and ordered to lie 
on the table, 

Mr. McKee moved the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of the United ‘States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House such 
information as may be in the possession of the Govern- 
ment, and proper tobe communicated, on the follow- 
ing points: 

1. Any evidence tending to show whether any and 
what agency the subjects, either public or private, of 
any foreign Power, may have had in exciting the In- 
dians on the Western frontier to hostility against the 
United States ; 

2. The evidence of hostility towards the United States, 
on the part of the Shawanee Prophet and his adhe- 
rents, anterior to the commencement of the late cam- 
pein against them, under the command of Governor 

arrison ; 


——=——SSE = 


3. The order’ and authority vested in Governor Har- 
rison by the United States, undet which the ‘late expe- 
dition against the Indians was carried on; and such 
other information relating to the subject, as, in the 
opinion of the President, may be proper to be commu- 
nicated to this House. 


The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 


APPORTIONMENT BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration. of the 
report of the committee of conference made on 
the Lith instant, together with the message from 
the Senate adhering to their amendatents to.the 
bill on- this subject. 

A motion-was made by Mr. Ranpbo.pu, to refer 
the bill and report toa Committee of the Whole, 
and negatived. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Fisk. that this 
House do recede from their disagreement to the 
amendment of the Senate. 

After much debate, the question was determined 
in the affirmative—yeas 72, nays 62, as follows 

Yeas—William Anderson, Stevénson Archer, Dan- 
iel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, William W. 
Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, 
Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chit- 
tenden, Thomas B. Cooke, John Dayenport, jr., Roger 
Davis, Samuel Dinsmoor, William Ely, James Emott, 
William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. 
Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling 
Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, John M. Hyneman, 
Richard Jackson, junior, Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, 
Lyman Law, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
Aaron Lyle, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James 
Milnor, Sam’! L. Mitchill, Jonathan O. Moseley, Wil- 
liam Paulding, jr., William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jr., 
Benj’n Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel 
Ringgold, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas 
Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel 
Shaw; John Smilie, George Smith, Silas Stow, William 
Strong, Lewis B. Sturges, George Sullivan, Samuel 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tallman, Uri 
Tracy, CharlesyTurner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., 
Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, William Widgery, 
and Robert Wright. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jr., John Baker, David Bard, 
Burwell Bassett, William Blackledge, ‘Thomas Blount, 
James Breckenridge, Robert Brown, William A. Bur- 
well, Wm. Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, William 
Crawford, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, 
Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Good- 
wyn, Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, Aylett Hawes, Jacob 
Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, William R. King, Abner 
Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, junior, William 
Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thos. 
Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel 
McKee, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nel- 
son, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas New- 
ton, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, 


| James Pleasants, jt., John Randolph, John Rhea, John 
| Roane, Jonathan Roberts, John Sevier, Daniel Sheffey, 
| John Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, George 


M. Troup, Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, Tho- 
mas Wilson, and Richard Winn. 
So the House agreed to recede from their disa- 
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greement to the Senate’s amendment, which of | as the Commonwealth of Virginia may appoint, to 

course prevails, and the ratio is fixed at 35,000, | ascertain, and finally determine and fix the Western 

boundary liné of the Virginia military tract, according 

to the true intent and meaning of the condition of the 

Tuurspay, December 19, deed of cession from Virginia to the United States, 

Mr. Baker presented two petitions of sundry touching the military reservation between the rivers 

inhabitants of the city and county of Washing- | Scioto and Little Miami. es 

ton, praying that the act of the State of Maryland, Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law 

Jaying a tax on marriage.licenses of four dollars to prevent the issuing of patents on surveys executed 

may Ke revived a Washineton county, ‘othe | = virtue of Virginia military warrants, west of the 

Didriet of Columble and that the money thus boundary line designated by the act of Congress of the 
collected may be applied to the use of schools.— 284 March one-thaneané sight. handred and four. 


; a he Resolved, That, in ‘the event of the said existing 
a Pe Sioeataryy Teen eee boundary line being found by the said commissioners 
olumbia, 


‘ to exclude lands belonging to the Virginia military tract, 
The Speaker laid before the House a resolu- 


‘ the said conimissioners shall ascertain the quantity and 
tion.of the Legislature of the State of Vermont, | quality of the land so excluded, and shall have power 
ratifying and confirming an amendment proposed | to locate other unappropriated lands equal in quantity 
by Congress to the Constitution of the United r 


and quality ; which lands shall be liable to location 
States, concerning the acceptance of titles of | under Virginia military land warrants, from and after 
nobility from foreign Powers, by citizens of the 


the day of : 
United States. 


Ordered, That-a bill be brought in, pursuant to 
Mr. Poinpexter moved the following resolu- | the said resolutions; and that the Committee on 
tion: 


the Public lands do prepare and bring in the same, 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire On motion by Mr. Burwe tt, 

into the conduct of Harry Toulmin, Judge of the Dis- Resolved, That the’ President of the United 
trict of Washington, in the Mississippi Territory, and | States be requested to cause’to be laid-before this 
report whether, in their opinion, he has so acted, in his | House, by the proper officers, a statement of the 
official capacity, as to require the interposition of the | capital employed in the Indian trade ; the amount 
Constitutional powers of this House ; and that said | of annual purchases, sales, and articles, received 
committee have power to send for persons and papers. ; 


in-payment; together with the number, names, 
The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on | and salaries, of agents employed, the places where 
the table. 


_ | Stationed, and specifying, as far as practicable, the 
Mr. Rata presented a resolution of the Legis- | state of the trade at each place for the last four 
lature of the State of Tennessee, disapproving of 


years, — 
the amendment proposed by Massachusetts tothe | Messrs. Borweit and Bieecker were appoint- 
Constitution of the United. States, limiting the 


ed a committee to present the said. resolution to 
Suracipn of any act laying ab embarge within the |.the President. 
nited States; disapproving of the amendment : 
proposed by Vicginie to the said Constitution, re- FOREIGN RELATIONS. 
specting a removal from office of the Senators of | The Honse resuméd the consideration of the 
the United States; disapproving of the amend- | sixth resolution, reported by the Committee of 
ment proposed by Pennsylvania to the said Con- | Foreign Relations, in the following words: 
stitution, for the erection of a tribunal to deter-| “6. That it is expedient to permit our merchant 
mine controversies between the General and State | vessels, owned exclusively by resident citizens, to arm, 
Governments; and approving of the amendment | under proper regtlations, to be prescribed by law, in 
proposed by Congress to the said Constitution, | self-defence, against all ‘unlawful proceedings towards 
concetning the acceptance of titles of nobility by | them on the high seas.” 
citizens of the United States from foreign Powers. | | Mr, FinpLey withdrew his motion to postpone 
A Message was received from the Presideut of | the same to the first Monday in March. 
the United States, transmitting two lettersreceived | Mr. Wricur withdrew the amendment he had 
from Governor Harrison, of the Indiana Terri-| proposed, and moved to strike out these words: 
tory, reporting the particulars of the issue of the | “in self-defence against all unlawful proceedings 
expedition .under his command on the Wabash. | against them on the high seas.” 
The Message and letters were read, and referred | Mr. Ancwer.—The sixth resolution of the Com- 
to Mr. McKes, Mr. Sevier, Mr. Breckenrinee, | mittee of Foreign Relations being now on its pas- 
Mr. Morrow, Mr. Atston, Mr. Lerever, and | sage,I must express my sorrow that I am compelled 
Mr. Maxwe t, to consider and report thereon to | to obtrude my humble observations upon the fa- 
the House. tigued patience of the House, and the more ex- 
The House proceeded to consider the report of | hausted patiewce of the nation. As [ shall vote 
the Committee on the Pablic Lands, made‘the | against the resolution, I feel it to be my indispen- 
26th ultimo; and tire resolutions therein contained | sable duty to detail to the House the -reasons by 
were specially concurred in by the House, as fol- | which my vote shall be actuated. Many honor- 
lows: able members may, perhaps, conceive that it 
Resolved, That»provision ought to be made by law would be more proper for me to reserve my re- 
for the appointment of commissioners, on the part | Marks for tie bill, when it shall be reported ; but, 
of the United States, te act with such commissioners | sir, 1 have ever held it to bey my sacred duty to 
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oppose, even in jts incipient state, every measure | 
which may be hostile to the rights, or dangerous 
to the interests of my country, lest, by not seem- 
ing to oppose, my conduct should be construed 
jnto an encouragement of such a measure. 

For what purpose, sir, let me ask, have we 
adopted the resolution preceding this? Was it | 
for the purpose of destroying the Government? 
Was it that the members of that Army should 
sheath their swords in the bowels ofthe liberties | 
of theircountry ? Who will impute to this body | 
so disgraceful a motive? Are you about to raise | 
a standing army, not for the purpose of making 
preparations for war, but with a view of intimi- 
dating Great.Britain to recede from her unjust 
infractions of our neutral rights? Do not think 
that she will be intimidated by any preparations 
which you can make, however formidable they | 
may be. She knows, too well, your conduct | 
heretofore, to believe you are in earnest. She 
knows that,.many years ago, you resolved to re- 
sist, hut that this honorable determination termi- | 
nated in an empty resolution. She kiiows, too | 
well, that you have been, heretofore, prodigal in 
words, and parsimonious in spirited action. I do 
not set myself up for a prophet; but, mark me, if 
it be not true, that Great Britain will not do you 
justice till you eatey the war out of: this hall into 
the heart of her colonial territories. 

Under the firmest conviction, then, as I am, 
that war between the United States and Great 
Britain—if we have any respect for our honor as 
a nation—will be an event of inevitable conse- 
quence, I have in vain searched for the reasons 
which would induce us to authorize our mer- 
chant vesseis to arm against all unlawful moles- 
tations on the high seas. ' As the resolution is, in 
its nature, general, every man must see,on the 
contrary, the dangers necessarily attendant upon 
the adoption of such a measure. You are now | 
ot the very verge of war, and you should, there- | 
fore, be careful not to multiply your enemies. | 
You may, by passing this resolution, make France | 
youtenemy. You way enlist Denmark and other 
Powers of Europe against you. This is an event 
which would be deeply deprecated ; and, that it 
should happen, is nothing improbable; for your 
merchants, armed as they ‘will be, in defence of 
their commerce, may select the nation who is to 
be yourenemy. If net are molested in theit com- 
merce, whether lawful or unlawful, they will be 
disposed to resist. At any rate, they will be the 
judges of the juncture when their interests. may 
call for the interposition of force, and will exer- 
cise that force according to their own whims and 
caprices. They sail on the ocean clothed with | 
national authority, and for their actions, whether 
lawful or unlawful, you will be compelled to an- 
swer. Sir, I respect the highly honorable occu- 
pation of a merchant, but am not disposed to 
carry that respect so far as to give my sanction to 
the adoption of a measure which may jeopardize 
the peace, and endanger the interests of my coun- 
try. If this resolution were to authorize an arm- 
ing against Great Britain alone, this argument 
would have no effect; but as it has a view toa 
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general arming against all nations, this reason- 
ing is conclusive on my mind, and must Operate 
in the same way upon all men who will give the 
subject a dispassionate consideration. The con- 
sequences of such a measure are plain and obvi- 
ous, Now, let us examine whether there exists 
any reason sufficiently powerful to outweigh these 
considerations. 

What is the objeet, and the only one too, as 
stated by the’ honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations, (Mr. Porrer,) for 
the adoption of this measure? Your vessels will 
be armed and prepared for privateering the mo- 
ment war shall be declared. Why, sir, do you 
think the merchants will believe that you really 
intend to go to war? And, if they doubt upon 
this subject, do you suppose they will beso re- 
gardless of their own interests as to expend their 
capital in fitting out privateers, when no absolute 
certainty exists that war is your object, or your 
serious intention? {t would, certainly, be an ob- 
ject of no inconsiderable moment to have priva- 
teers prepared to harass and disturb the com- 
merce of Great Britain in the event of war. If 
thisbe your object, you are taking a very im- 
proper course to obtain it. If such be your object, 
take some decided and energetic step whieh will 
convince even the incredulous that you will resort 
to the sword to obtain justice, and your end will 
soon be effected. But, do not depress. the hopes 
of the nation by sanctioning this tame, imbecile, 
and temporizing system. 

What is the spirit that breathes in the five res- 
olutions. which have been adopted—resolutions 
which were in entire accordance with my feel- 
ings? Is it nota spirit of war? Do they not 
bear a hostile aspect? Are they not calculated 
to induce Great Britain to believe that forbear- 
ance on our part has terminated, and that we are 
resolved, unless she speedily extend to us full and 
ample justice, to decide the contest by the sword ? 
Have you anything to hope, by operating upon 
the minds of the rulers of that nation, a convic- 
tion that you are boasting no longer? If you do 
entertain such a hope, I pray you, do not adopt 
this measure—a measure which will show her 
the fluctuation of our opinions, and the repug- 
nancy of our plans; a measure which will lull 
to sleep her fears of war, and convince her not 
only of your indecision, but of your timidity to 
unsheath your sword in defence of rights clear 
and undisputed, and in avenging injuries too 
glaring for the dignity and honor of a nation to 
submitto. Are the wishes of this nation to be 
unattended to? Ought we not to relieve its 
anxieties? Or, are we to tantalize their hopes 
with energy in one law and imbecility in anoth- 
er? Are the merchants to be told we will pro- 
tect their commerce? By what? By granting 
them a right which naturé-has already given to 
them? Is commerce to be protected by abridg- 
ing the natural rights of the people? Is this 


measure no abridgement of their rights? Does 
it not confine the legality of arming to resident 
citizens alone? Look at the measufe as you 
please, it is a dead letter. 


Is this the period of 
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all others to be selected to incorporate unmean- 
ing laws in the body cf your statate book? Do 
not satirize, by such an act, the manly sensibility 
of the people. Do not paralyze the national arm. 
No; let us do justice to the nation by the adop- 
tion of such measures as will renovate the de- 
pressed spirits of .6ur constituents; which will 
prevent them from falling into that destructive 
and deadly languor which this resolution is cal- 
culated to produce. 

Mr. Speaker, permit me to address my senti- 
ments plainly to you. The people are becoming 
tired of the indecision of this body. They haye 
read many a fine and gaudy speech which has 
been delivered in this hall, and let me say, too, 
that they have seen much of bad voting. It.is 
high time to throw off a temporizing, policy, and 
to take a decided and energetic stand—no arming 
of merchantmen without the priviese of making 
reprisals, and reprisals from that Power too, spe- 
cifically, that oppresses you. Had my worthy col- 
league (Mr. WricuT) not withdrawn his amend- 
meat, I would have given it my sanction. I admit 
it would have been an act of war, and for that 
reason I would have voted for it; for,-in our 

esent situation, it is impossible to obtain en- 

istments without the adoption of some such 
measure. 

Instead, sir, of this resolution, I seriously think 
that policy dictates to usto lay an embargo on 
our vessels for a limited time. Not an embargo 
of coercion on foreign Powers, but an embargo 
for the preservation of our property which is now 
afloat on the surface of the ocean. It would pre- 
vent those innumerable bankruptcies which would 
be immediately consequent ona declaration of 
war in all your mercantile towns ; bankruptcies 
which are not only injurious to the bankrupts 
themselves, but deadly to the resources of the 
nation, for the wealth ef a nation should always 
be graduated by the wealth of its citizens. Your 
merchants are now sailing in every sea with the 
productions of your soil. We shall have to con- 
tend with the most formidable naval Power in 
the world, and the moment war is declared your 
commerce will be swept from the surface of the 
deep. We should gather in our merchant ships. 
We should, in truth, sir, act like provident hus- 
bandmen. Let us, therefore, go into our unpro- 
tected fields, cut down our harvest, and remove 
it to places of security, that our enemies and not 

ourselves may be the gleaners in the field. 

If, sir; the resolution now under consideration 
should be adopted, the whole system will form a 
strange picture. You may touch it with the 
master-pencil of a Rubens, it will still be. a 
homely picture, incongruous in its parts, and in 
the whole ungraceful. It does appear to me to 
be a. perfect anomaly, a measure which can. be 
classed under neither the general head of peace 
or war. The Lacedemonians, itis said, put to 
death all deformed infants. I trust this Bonne 
will be endued.with a Lacedemonian spirit which 
will crush this creature in the deformity of its 
birth, and that it will. not be suffered to hang a 
dead weight on the nation. Thus, sir, have I 
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offered to you a few of the reasons which operate 4 


upon my mind, and which will induce me to vot. | 


against the resolution. I have done so to preven 
a misconstruetion of my motives, and that my 
reasons may go with my vote to my constituents, 
I should have placed my views in a clearer ligt 
upon this subject to the House, but the embarrass. 
ments inseparable from one who is unaccustone) 
to address deliberative assemblies, have prevente; 
me from doing to the subject that justice whic) 
it merits. 

The question was now taken, and decided a; 
follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, St. 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, Day;i 
Bard, Josiah Bartlett, William W. Bibb, Willian 4, 
Burwell, William Butler, John Clopton, William Cray. 
ford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoo,, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Felix Grundy, 
Bolling Hall, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, i. 
M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Pets: 
Little, Andrew Lyle, William McCoy, Samuel McKe:, 
Alexander McKim, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Mor. 
gan, Anthony New, Stephen Ormsby, James Plea. 
ants, jun. Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, Willian 
Reed, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, John 
Sevier, George Smith, George M. Troup, Robt. White. 
hill, David R: Williams, and Robert Wright—46. 


Naxs—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Wm. Blaci- 
ledge, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Adan 
Boyd, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Rober 
Brown, John C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, James Cochran 
Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, John Davenport, jr, 
John Dawson, William Ely, William Findley, James 
Fisk, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thos. R. Gold, 
Charles Geldsborough, Isaiah L. Green, Obed Hal, 
John A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, jun, 
Abner. Lacock; Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Josep) 
Lewis, junior, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Willian 
Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, Geotge C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, Arunah Metcali, 
James Milnor, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Hugh. Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, 
William Paulding, junior, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pick- 
ens, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Benjami 
Pond, Elisha R. Potter, Henry M. Ridgely, Jonathan 
Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebeneze! 
Seaver, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smili, 
John Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip. Stuart, Sils 
Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin 
Tallmadge, Peleg Tallman, Uri Tracy, Charles Tur 
ner, junior, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Whe: 
ton, Leonard White, William Widgery, and Thoma 
Wilson+77. . 


A motion was then made by Mr. McKim ' 
amend the said resolution by striking out these 
words: 

“ Permit our merchant vessels, owned exclusive!) 
by resident citizens, and commanded and navigated 
solely by citizens, to arm under proper regulations, ' 
be prescribed by law, in self-defence against all unlaw- 
ful proceedings against them on the high seas,” for tle 
purpose of inserting the following: “ authorize met 
chant vessels of the United States to arm, under prope! 
regulations, to be prescribed by law :” 


And the question being taken so to amend, |! 
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- man, Richard Jackson, jun., Richard M. Johnson, Wil- 
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» Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Na- 
thaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, 


’ Tallman, Charles Turner, junior, Pierre Van Cort- 


landt, junior, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and | : i 
| select committee ; negatived. 


Yras— William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, Josiah 
Bartlett, William Blackledge, John Clopton, Lewis 
Condit, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, 
Aylett Hawes, Joseph Kent, Abner Lacock, Peter Lit- 
tle, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Alexander 
McKim, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Stephen 
Ormsby, Samuel Ringgold, George M. Troup, David 
R. Williams, William Widgery, and Robert Wright. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jun., Daniel Avery, Ezekiel 


' Bacon, John Baker, David Bard, William W. Bibb, 


ecided as F Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, 


Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, 
Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, 
John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chitten- 
den, James Cochran, Thomas B. Cooke, William 
Crawford, John Davenport, junior, Roger Davis, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Ely, William Find- 
ley, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, ‘l‘homas Gholson, 
Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Obed Hall; John A. Harper, John M. Hyne- 


liam R. King, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Robert Le 


Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, 
James Morgan, Jeremiah Morfow, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, William Pauld- 
ing, jun. Joseph Pearson, Israél Pickens, William 
Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jun., James Pleasants, junior, 
Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
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liam Paulding, junior, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pick- 
ens, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin; junior, James 
Pleasants, junior, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, 
Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry 
M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, 
Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, 
John Sevier, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, John Smith, 
Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tallman, Uri Tracy, George 
M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Pierre Van Cort- 
landt, junior, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Wm. 
Widgery, and Thomas Wilson. 

Naxys— Stevenson Archer, David Bard, Thomas 
Blount, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, James Cochran, 
Jacob Hufty, Joseph Kent, William Lowndes, Natha- 
niel Macon, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Sam- 
uel L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan Roberts, 
William Rodman, Daniel Shefley, Richard Stanford, 
Philip Stuart, Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, 
and Robert Wright. 

Ordered, That a bill, or bills. be brought in 
pursuant to the said resolution; and that the 
Committee on Foreign Relations do prepare and 
bring in the same. 





Fripay, December 20. 


Ordered, That Mr. New be excused from serv- 
ing on the committee appointed, the 13th ultimo, 
on the memorial of Matthew Lyon, who were in- 
structed to inquire into prosecutions before courts 
of the United States, for libels under the sedition 


Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, | jaw; and that Mr. Grunpy be appointed of the 
John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William said committee in his place. 


Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Samthons, Ebe- 
nezer Seaver, John Sevier, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Shef- 
fey, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Rich- 
ard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Stur- 
ges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg 


Thomas Wilson. 


The question was then taken to concur with | 
' the Committee of the whole House on the state 


of the Union in their agreement to the said sixth 
resolution, as reported by the Committee on For- 
eign Relations; and resolved in the affirmative— 
yeas 97, nays 22, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Dan- 
iel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, Josiah Bartlett, 
William W.. Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, William. Black- 
ledge, Harmanus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Eli- 
jah Brigham, Wm Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, 





Mr. Pavu.pina presented a petition of Peter 
Landais, praying to be allowed and paid his share 
of prize money, in three vessels captured by him 
in the Revolutionary war, while commander of 


| the United States’ frigate Alliance. 


Mr. P. moved that the petition be referred to a 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill, entitled “An 
|act to raise an additional military force;” to 
| which they desire the concurrence of this House. 
| The bill was read twice, and referred to the Com- 

mittee on Foreign Relations. 
| The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
| the Whole on the bill to prevent the exportation 
| from the United States, or Territories thereof, of 
| any goods, wares, or merchandise, under the au- 
‘thority of permits or licenses derived from any 


foreign Power; and, after some time spent there- 


John Clopton, Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis Condit, Wil- | in, the Committee rose, and had leave to ‘sit 
liam Crawford, John Davenport, junior, Roger Davis, | again. : 

John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Wil | The bill from the Senate for completing the 
liam Ely, Wm. Findley, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, | existing Military Establishment, was read the 
Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsbo- | third time in Committee of the Whole, and 
rough, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix | passed—yeas 110, nays 11, as follows: 

Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, | Yeas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Dan- 
Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, + iel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, Josiah Bart- 
junior, Richard M. Johnson, William R. King, Abner | lett, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, Wm. Black- 
Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, | ledge, Harmants Bleecker, Thomas Blount, James 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, Aaron Lyle, George C: | Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, William 
Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William | A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Lang- 
McCoy, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, James Mor- | don Cheves, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, James 
gan, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas’) Cochran, John Clopton, Thomas B. Cooke, Lewis 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby,’ Wil- | Condit, William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Daw- 
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son, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, 
William. Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Meshack 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Charles 
Goldsborough, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, 
Felix Grandy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Har- 
per, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. 
Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner La- 
cock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Robert. Le Roy 
Livingston,’William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel 
Macon, George ©. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald 
McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexan- 
der McKim, Arunah Metcalf,Samuel L. Mitchill, Jas. 
Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan ©. Moseley, 
Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thos. 
Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William. Paulding, junior, 
Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Piper, ‘Timo- 
thy Pitkin, junior, James Pleasants, junior, Benjamin 
Pond, Peter’B. Porter, Josiah Quincy; William Reed, 
Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John 
Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Thomas 
Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Sey- 


bert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, Geo.! 


Smith, John Smith, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Samuel 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, George M. 
Troup, Charles Turner, junior, Pierre Van Cortlandt, 
junior, Leonard White, David R,. Williams, William 
Widgery, Thomas Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert 
Wright, 

Nars—Abijah Bigelow, Adam Boyd, Epaphroditus 
Champion, John Davenport, junior, William Ely, Ly- 
man Law, Joseph Lewis, junior, Elisha R. Potter, 
Richard Stanford, Lewis. B. Sturges, and Laban 
Wheaton. 





Sarurpay, December 21. 

On motion of Mr. Poinpexter, the House pro- 
ceeded to consider the resolution submitted by him 
on the 19th instant; when, Mr. P. withdrew the 
resolution, and moved that the letter of Cowles 
Mead, Speaker of the House of Representatives 
of the Mississippi Territory, with. the present- 
ment of the, grand jury of Baldwin county, in 
said Territory, against Harry Toulmin, Judge of 
the Superior Court of Washington District, be re- 
ferred toa select committee, to consider and report 
thereon to the House; whieh was agreed to, and 
Messrs. PoinpexTer, Biss, Ruea, Cauuoun, ‘Ta- 
LIAPERRO, BicgeLtow, and CHAMPION, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 


STATUTES OF LIMITATION, 


Mr. Guotson, from the Committee of Claims, 
who were instructed by a resolution of the House 
of the 11th ultimo, to inquire into the expediency 
of repealing or suspending the various acts of 
limitation, so far as they operate to bar the pay- 
ment of certain descriptions of claims, made a 
report thereon.—Referred to. the Committee of 
the Whole on the report of the Committee of 
Claims on the petition of Rees Nanna’ and 
others. The report is as follows: 

That they have bestowed on the resolution that full 

_ consideration to which it was entitled. They felt, on 
the one hand, sincere solicitude to devise some just and 
adequate method of satisfying the claims in question ; 
while, on the other, they were forcibly struck with the 
unavoidable scenes of speculation and fraud which 
would ensue the repeal or suspension of any of the 
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acts of limitation, whereby those claims are barred, If 
the old soldier, his widow, or his orphan, were alone tp 
be benefited by such suspension, your committee woy|; 
not hesitate to recommendit. Past, experience, how. 
ever, hath evidently shown that similar legislative jp. 
dulgences have enured almost exclusively to the aj. 
vantage of the unprincipled gspeculator, and those wh, 
avail themselves of the ignorance and subsist upon the 
misfortunes of others. We have innumerable exqyy. 
ples, of the truth of this position,in the consequence, 
that resulted not only from the various suspensions o; 
these acts which ‘have hitherto taken place, but mor 
especially from the adoption of the Funding Systey, 
It is deemed unnecessary to enlarge upon the cons. 
quénces ; they are too well known. 

Although a communication received from the Treas. 
ury at a former session holds out an opinion that there 
are in the possession of that Department sufficient 
checks and guards to protect the United States from 
impositidn and fraud in the payment of a.certain pait 
of those claims, the committee are differently impress. 
ed.. They haye seen a transcript from the books of 
the Treasury, published to the world, exhibiting the 
names of a certain class of claimants; and to sup. 
pose that a facility of this kind, thus offered to specu. 
lative artifice and management, would not be seize 
upon.and used by the speculator to impose upon Liv. 
ernment, is to suppose a thing contrary to all experi- 
ence. The committee feel themselves by no means 
able to draw: a line of distinction between a just clain 
liquidated and a just one unliquidated ; and to attempt 
the invidious task of distinction in point of merit, 
where there can be no difference, and to open the 
statutes of limitation in order to relieve a part or a few 
favorite classes of claims, does not comport, in the 
view of your committee, with any principle of fairness, 
or with that equal system of distributive justice which 
ought to be dispensed toward all.. When they take a 
retrospective view of the subject, and find that most of 
those statutes were first passed in the times and under 
the patriot counsels of the old Congress, and that the 
more general one which took effect in 1794 was passei 
under the Administration of General Washington, who 
was himself the chief of soldiers as he was the chiefo! 
their patrons and friends in every station; but he was 
equally the friend of his country, and gave that act the 
sanction of hisname, as founded, at least, in a policy o! 
general justice and right, which the Government hai 
been at length obliged: to resort to and maintain in sell- 
defence ; that every Congress since has invariably a/- 
hered to the general policy of those laws; and, after 
the lapse of so many years, when the difficulty of doing 
justice has increased with the increase of time, ani 
when a partial repeal would but tend to increase the 
discontent and dissatisfaction of every class of claim- 
ants which should remain unprovided for, the commit- 
tee cannot, from any yiew they have been able to take 
of the subject, recommend the repeal or suspension 0! 
any of those statutes. ‘They would, therefore, beg 
leave to submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That it is not expedient to repeal or sus- 
pend any of the acts of limitation, whereby the afore- 
said descriptions of claims are barred. 

The report was ordered to lie on the table. 


RULES AND ORDERS. ; 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 0! 
the Whole on the report of the select committee 
appointed to prepare such Standing Rules and 
Orders of Proceeding as are proper to be observed 
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therein. The Committee rose, and reported their 
agreement to the Rules and Orders of Proceeding 
as contained therein, with several amendments ; 
all of which were severally concurred in by the 
House. 

A motion was made by Mr. Lacock to amend 
the said Rules by striking out these words: * He 
‘shall (meaning the, Speaker) have the right to 
‘name any member to perform the duties of the 





' ‘Chair, but such substitution shall not extend be- 


‘yond an adjournment ;” which was determined 
in the negative. 

Mr. NeLtson moved to amend the said Rules 
by adding to the last paragraph, relating to the 
previous question, the words following: ‘If the 
‘ previous question bevecided affirmatively, every 
‘member, who shall not have spoken, shall have 


| ‘a right to speak once upon the main ques- 
; ‘ tion.” 


After debate thereon, an adjournment was call- 


ed for, and carried. 





Monpay, December 23. 


Mr. Conor presented a petition of sundry man- 
ufactuters of bar iron, castings, nails, &c., in the 
State of New Jersey, praying that the importa- 
tion of iron from foreign countries may be pro- 
hibited, or that additional duties may be laid on 
the importation thereof—Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Porter presented a petition of the Com- 
missioners of the State of New York, praying 
the co-operation and aid of Congress in opening 
“a canal navigation between the Great Lakes and 
Hudson’s river.”—Referred tothe committee ap- 
pointed, the seventh instant, on the petition of the 
President and Directors of the Union Canal Com- 
pany of Pennsylvania; and that Messrs. Porter, 
BartLett, Braiguam, Jackson, Mosecey, Hur- 
Ty, Strona, Pickens, WivutaMs, Haut of Geor- 
gia, Onmssy, Grunpy, Morrow, and Barp, be 
added to the said committee. 

A Message was received from the President of 
the United States communicating copies of an 
act of the Legislature of New York, relating to 
a canal from the great lakes to Hudson river.— 
Referred, &e. 

Mr. Guotson, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
Joseph Wheaton’; which was concurred in, and 
the petitioner had leave to withdraw his petition 
and accompanying documents. 


IMPORTS, TONNAGE, &c. 


On motion of Mr. Pirxrn, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to lay before this House a statement 
of the several banks in which the public money 
is deposited, and the amount which is designated 
to each bank, together with the greatest amount 
that has been deposited in each bank at any one 
period, since the fourth day of Mareh, Anno 
Domini 1811; and, also, the amount deposited in 
each bank on the thirtieth of September, Anno 
Domini 1811; and he ‘is also dirécted to inform 
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this House on what terms, under what authority, 

and on what security, suchi deposites are made. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Pir«tn, that 

the House do come to the following resolutions: 


1. Resolved, That the Secretary of the. Treasury be 
directed to lay before this House a statement of the 
amount, in value, of the imports and exports of the 
United States, for each year, from the fourth of March, 
Anno Domini 1789, to the close of the year Anno 
Domini 1810, as far as practicable ; distinguishing the 
imports and exports of each State and Territory ; also, 
distinguishing the value of the exports of domestic 
productions from those of foreign. 

2. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before this House a statement of the 
district tonnage of the United States, within each 
State and Territory, for each year, from the fourth of 
March, Anno Domini 1789, to the, clase of the year 
1810, distinguishing, as far as practicable, the amount 
employed in foreign trade, the coasting trade, and in 
the fisheries ; also, a statement of the foreign tonnage 
employed in the trade of the United States, for each 
year, during the same period. 

3. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before this House a statement of the 
gross and net amount of duties on imports and ton- 
nage within each State and Territory, in each year, 
from the fourth of March, Anno Domini 1789, to the 
close of the year 1810, with the charges of collection, 
together with the amount of drawbacks for each year, 
in each State, during the same period. 


The resolutions were read, and the first con- 
curred in by the House, and the second and third 
ordered to lie on the table. 


RULES AND ORDERS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of Saturday. The amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Neson being again read, 
as follows: 

“That when the previous question is ordéréd to be 
taken, upon the main question being put, every mem- 
ber, who has not already spoken, shall have liberty to 
speak once.” 


Mr. Go tp said, the amendment now Offered to 
the rules of the House, secures to every member 
the right of speaking at least once on every ques- 
tion before the House. The liberty of speech, and 
freedom of debate, are sacred by the Constitution ; 
and to refuse all debate, to deny us the privilege 
of speaking at ald; on the most important ques- 
tions of peace and war, is a subversion of the first 
principles of the Constitution. And what is to 
justify this measure’ of imposing silence? It is 
said, the right of debate has been abused. Let 
gentlemen beware how, for an occasional abuse 
of a right, they take away—destroy the right it- 
self. What right, in the whole charter of our 
rights, has not at some time been abused? Man 
is frail; and why should not, at times of public 
agitation and concussion of parties, abuses arise ? 
debate become angry and be prolonged? And 
for this, is the* principle to be adopted, that the 
right shall be forever suppressed and destroyed ? 
—the principle that absolute silence shall be im- 
posed on a minority? Sir, Philip, the tyrant of 
Macedon, disliked the freedom of speech and de- 
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bate in Athens: it annoyed him; fur this cause, 
Demosthenes was pursued to the altar,'where he 
expired. The principle contended for by the 
majority (supposed abuse) will be found to justi- 
fy the most odious usurpations recorded in histo- 
ry; liberty is abused, and chains are forged to 
restrain it. 

Gentlemen of the majority insist, that the rule 
will not be abused ; that the majority will not 
execute the rule arbitrarily. The amendment, 
now offered to the rules, stipulates only .for liber- 
ty to each member to speak once. Now, sir, if 
this be denied, and the rule is ever executed, the 
abuse is inevitable, it is necessarily involved in 
the very execution of the rule. 

Neither the journals of our State Legislatures 
nor the laws of the Parliament of Great Britain 
afford examples for thus arbitrarily. proceeding. 
Debate is admitted in the British Parliament on 
the previous question; our rules exclude it on both 
the previous and main question. ‘Beside, ‘sir, I 
need only refer gentlemen to the manual of, par- 
liamentary law, from the hand of the third Presi- 
dent of the United States, to show that the previ- 


ous question was confined to subjects of delicacy, 


which a due regard to the interests of the State 
or its Government forbade to be agitated. How 
much, sir, has this question been perverted from 
its proper province, to silence all debate and force 
the question, the passageof the law! Such mea- 
sures are dangerous to freedom, and afford, in evil 
limes, the most fatal examples. 

Mr. Smitre said, he was a friend to freedom of 
debate, but that there wasa difference between this, 
and that abase of it, whei you cannot get a deci- 
sion without an exertion of physical strength. 
This has been our case several times. The rule 
now proposed to be altered is the old rule, and is 
only restored. We very well know, that a debate 
has been often prolonged merely to prevent a de- 
cision. We have been kept till ten and twelve 
o’clock at night, and sometimes till daylight. It 
iS an inconvenience which he at his time of life 
had serjously felt. There can be noevil from the 
rule as now established. The responsibility of 
the majority is such to the people, that, if they 
should abuse it, as the minority have their privi- 
lege, the peels will correct it, when the minority 
shall fairly state it to them. He said the majoriiy 
were also responsible to the people to transact the 
public business. 

Mr. Stanrorp, in reply to Mr. Smite, said, he 
did not think it-proper to give this dispensing 
power to the majority, if they by the Constitution 
did not possess it, ashe contended they did not. 

e said, we nave heard of a seditionJaw, and the 
reign of terror. The bill, when first introduced 
for that law, went to prevent freedom of speech. 
This rule, in his opinion, much more deserved the 
character of a “ Gag-law,” than the Sedition 
law did. 

Mr. Wricar mentioned the greatabuses of this 
privilege of the minority thelast. winter. He said, if 
we don’t establish a written, decent rule, we must 
have a common law rule, such as they have in 
the British House of Commons, to shuffle and 


put down, when the abuse of this. privilege be- 
comes enormous... 

Mr. Quincy.—Mr. Speaker, I do not regard this 
question in the light in which some of its adyo- 
cates, as well as its opponents, have considered 
it; as a mere contest for power between the ma- 
jority and the minority. It is of an higher char- 
acter. It affects the essential principles of civil 
liberty, and saps its hopes at its very foundation, 
[ rejoice that the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr, 
Nexson,) has limited his proposition, so as to pre- 
clude any mistake concerning the object of jt, 
We are not'now advocating an unrestrained priy. 
ilege of debate. The inquiry is, shall a main ques- 
tion ever be taken.in this deliberative body, un- 
til every member, who has not already spoken, 
shall have had an opportunity, if he wishes to 
avail himself of it, to speak at least once upon the 
question? The ground taken by those who op- 
pose the proposition, is that of necessity and con- 
venience. These are the very points, which, in 
a free country, ought most vigilantly to be guard- 
ed. For it.is here that the spirit of despotism 
always lies in ambush. Under the over of ne- 
cessity, or convenience, it steals upon the liberties 
of a people, and never fails, sooner or later, to 
make them its prey. 

It is not to be denied, that the subject is in 
some respects difficult to manage, with any hope 
of convincing. ° There isa state of feeling, both 


within this House and out of it, very unpropitious . 


to an impartial debate. In this House it is argued 
as a question concerning-who shall have the 
power, a majority, or a minority, And as it is 
agreed, on all hands, that, in the exercise of the 
power, abuse may happen, the: present majority, 
like all other majorities, have a prevailing inclin- 
ation to reserve, in their own hands, the exclusive 
privilege of abuse. And without doors, the sub- 
ject is of less difficulty. For, of late years, the 
popular ear has been’ so vexed with speech upon 
speech, wind upon wind, the public patience has 
been so exhausted, in hunting up the solitary grain 
of sense, hidden in the bushels of chaff, that it is 
ready to submit to any. limitation of a privilege, 
which subjects it to.so irksome a labor. The peo- 
ple are almost ready to exclaim, “do what you 
will with the liberty of speech, provided you will 
save us from that.fresh of words, with which we 
are, periodically, inundated,” 

Now, this is the very state of the public mind 
in which the corruption of essential principles 
commences. Through apparent necessity, or tem- 

orary. convenience, or disgust at abuse, the popu- 
ar sentiment is made to acquiesce in the intro- 
duction of doctrines vitally inconsistent with the 
perpetuity of liberty. 

I ask the House to consider what is that princi- 
ple of civil liberty, which is amalgamated and 
identified with the very existence of a legislative 
body. In what does it consist? And what is its 
character ?+ It consists in the right of delibera- 
tion. And its character is, that it belongs not to 
the body, but the individual members constituting 
the body. The body has the power to control and 
to regulate its exercise. But it has not the power 
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to take away that right altogether, by the opera- 
tion of any general principle. An individual 
member may render himself unworthy of the 
privilege. He may be set down; he may be de- 
nied the right, because he has abused it. But | 
whenever a legislative body assumes to itself the 
power of stopping,.at its will, all debate, at any 
stage of deliberation, it assumes a power wholly 


our tenure of speech as the slave has his—at the 
will of a master. 

But it is said that the Legislature must some- 
times “act,” and that individuals, by an abuse of 
this liberty of speech, prevent the whole body 
from “acting.” All I say is, limit the exercise of 
the right as you please, only do not assume to 
yourselves the power of taking away the whole 


It is in this doctrine, of “the necessity of act- 
ing,” that lies the whole mystery of. that error, 
which we arenow'combating. Strictly speaking, 
a Legislative body never “acts.” Its province is 
to deliberate and decide. “ Action” is, alone, eor- 
rectly attributable to the Executive. And it will 
be found, that all the eases, in which this necessi- 
right of being heard by their Representative is | ty of ‘ action” has been urged, have been cases in 
the inherent and absolute right of the people. | which the Legislative body has departed from its 
Now, it is in the essential character of such a | appropriate duties of deliberation and decision, 
right, that it exists, independent, and in despite of | and descended to be an instrument, or engine, of 


civil liberty which exists, and is identified with 
the exercise of that right. 

The right of ‘every individual member is, in 
fact, the right of his constituents. He is but their 
Representative. It is in their majesty, that he 
appears. It is their right that he reflects. The 


/ any man, or body of men, whatsoever. .It isab-/ the Executive. I hesitate not to say, that this 
 surd to say, that any right is independent, which position may.be proved by almost every in- 
' depends upon the will of another. It is absurd to | stance in which this necessity of action has been 


say, that any right is absolute, which is wholly | urged. It was an Executive haste toits own pur- 
relative to the inclination of another ; which lasts | poses, which prevailed upon the Legislative body 
only as long as he chooses, and terminates at his | to deny, to its own members, their privileges. 


/nod. Now, whether this power be exercised by It has been asserted. that “if this amendment 


one, Or many, it matters not.. The principle of | passes, this will be the only deliberative body in 
civil liberty is gone, when the inherent and abso- | the world which cannot stop debate.” On. the 
lute nature of the right is gone. other hand I assert, that if this amendment does 

Apply this reasoning to the case before us.. It | not pass, this will be the only deliberative body 


| 


is impossible to conceal the fact, that as our rules | in the world, pretending to be free, in which it is 
and orders stand, independent of the proposition | in the power of a majority to force a decision, 
now offered as an amendment, it is in the power | without any deliberatron. It is not true that, in 
of amajority to preclude all debate, upon any | the British Parliament, the previous question 
question, and force every member of the House to | stops debate and forces decision on the main 
vote, upon any proposition, without giving him | question without deliberation. The previous ques- 
the opportunity of explaining his own reasons, or | tion there, if decided in the negative, suppresses 
stating the interests of his constituents. This is | debate, by postponing the maia question. And 
undeniable. Is it not, then, plain and conclusive, | until 1807, the practice and rules cf this House 
that, as our rules and orders now stand, according | permitted debate of the main question, after an 
to recent construction,,every member of this | affirmative decision of a previous question, Who 
House -holds his right of speaking, not on the, ever undertakes to examine the subject will find 
priaciple of his constituents, whose Representa- | it as I have stated. 
tive he is, but upon the will of the majority of | It is not true, that this power ever was, or ever 
this House? for that which another may at any | can be necessary, in a Legislative body. In every 
time take away from me, I hold not by my own | case in which the previous question, according 
right, but at his will. Can anything be more ob- | to recent construction, has been pressed upon the 
viously at variance with the spirit of the Consti- | House, it will be found that there was no National 
tution and the first principles of civil liberty ? or State necessity for an immediatedecision. That 
Let not any man say this power will not be | is to say, in every instance it will be found, that 
abused, In the nature of things it must be abused. | it was of no sort of. public importance whether 
This is the favorite argument of every despotism, | the main question were taken on this day, on the 
and, of course, will not fail to be urged when itis | next, or on a third day. Always the question 
about to plant itself in the very temple of liberty. | might have been taken, in a reasonable time; and 
I have chosen to consider this subject in rela- | every individual member, who chose to speak, 
tion to the right of the wholy body, and of one of | might have had the privilege, if he pleased, of 
its individual members, rather than to that of a | speaking,at least once. As far as I observed, all 
majority and minority, “The right to speak is | these pretences of necessity have been easily re- 
an individual right. Limit it as you please,con-| solvable into party eunning. The subject was 
sistent with a single exercise of that right. But / one difficult to maintain. Ithad popular bearings, 
when this is taken away, or, which is precisely | which it suited not the pleasure of the majority to 
the same thing so far'as it respects. the principle | have investigated. They pressed the minority to 
of civil liberty, when it is in the power of one or.| instant decision, by refusing adjourameat And 
Many, at its sovereign will and pleasure, to take | as it happens in ah such cases, re-action is equal 
it away, there is no longer any right. Wehavelto action. The minority were put upon theit 








575 


H. or R. 


mettle, and they put to trial the metal of the 
majority. 

It is undoubtedly true, that this power may be 
sometimes convenient. And this is the whole 
strength of the argument of those who oppose this 
proposition. The weakand aged members of the 
majority have been kept all night from their slum- 
bers, by a hale and sturdy minority ; which slum- 
bers they might, by. the way, at any moment, 
have enjoyed, if that very majority had yielded 
the point of adjournment. And is this reason of 
convenience sufficient, in the estimation of this 
House, to justify it. in depriving this people, in 
the person of their Representatives, of the essen- 
tial right of speaking upon this floor? Is this a 
justification for such an atrocious and exorbitant 
grasp at powér? Our patriotism, nowadays, can 
submit to no sacrifices. We are not content with 
sleeping, if we please, every day in our seats, un- 
less we can sleep also every night of the session 
in our feather beds. And these feather-bed patri- 
ots, as I understand, are all agog for a march into 
Canada ; and, if we believe them, are desirous of 
nothing so much as showing how those can meet 
privation and watchfulness in the field, who think 
of nothing but comfort and sleep upon this floor. 

I know there is another argument urged in 
favor of the assumption of this power by the ma- 
jority, and that is, the haste and clatter'which 
always attend the end of a session. Let our ses- 
sion be long or short, the event is, in this respect, 
always nearly the same.” What with speeches 
and postponements, and laying down one piece of 
business half finished, and taking up another, the 
latter end of a session is a political chaos. The 
work of this and the other House, and that of the 
Palace into the bargain, is in fact sometimes to 
be washed up, in.a night—and the members of 
all branches are knee-deep and shoulder-deep in 
the suds. Now, this shows the necessity, not of 
this unlimited power of the previous question, but 
of conducting public business with more prospec- 
tive intelligence. The House is just like all other 
spendthrifts. It first wastes what is its own, and 
then seeks how it may make up its deficiency out 
of the property of other people. We pillage the 
public liberty, in order to compensate for legisla- 
tive negligence. 

I hiave often been puzzled to imagine a neces- 
sity, which could even apologize for such an as- 
sumption of power as the majority, by this new 
construetion of the previous question, are attempt- 
ing; and, until lately, I did not believe that it 
could possibly exist. The only case, in’ which 
there seemed to me to be an apology for resorting 
to it, was, the other day, when the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. Troup) threatened to call the 
previous question upon the majority themselves. 
] admired both his manner and the occasion on 
which he introduced that idea. And really there 
was something like a necessity. If I understood 
the view of that honorable gentleman, it was, 
that he thought there was not fighting matter to 
spare in the stomachs of the majority; and he 
threatened them with the previous question, lest, 
peradventure, the whole war spirit should ooze 
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away through the mouth. 
discretion and patriotism. 

There is one argument I was near omitting. 
The great apology for this assumption of power, 
is the prolongation of debate by the minority, 
Now, the length of debate must, in a great degree 
depend upon the character of our Speaker. His 
power is, in truth, the power of the fcese. It is 
wis province to limit cebate, where it grows de- 
vious and irrelevant. Although this unlimited 
power of the previous question might be neces- 
sary, in times when the Chair was not filled by 
any distinguished intelligence, yet.now, when we 
are under the superintendence of a mind discrim- 
inating and impartial, there seems to be as little 
apology as there is necessity for a resort to this 
power. 

Mr. Bricuam said, that although he was for- 
ward in. life, he was but of yesterday of this 
House,.and thatthe rules and orders were not 
familiar with him. But he exceedingly regretted 
that ‘this House, in their wisdom, ever found it 
expedient or proper to adopt a rule to deprive a 
minority, or an individual member of this House, 
of the freedom of debate, the freedom of speech, 
a privilege so much boasted of in this land of lib- 
erty. He observed that he had his rights in com- 
mon with the other'members of the House, and 

| that he had his duties to perfofm.- He was not 
ambitious to become a public speaker, nor would 
| he say that he supposed he could speak to the edi- 
fication or satisfaction of the House. But should 
he, on great questions, be denied the privilege of 
speaking ? Suppose the question of peace or war 
should assume the aspect of solemnity, and it 
should become necessary and important that this 
House be made acquainted with the circumstances 
and disposition of the citizens of the several sec- 
tions of the country—and suppose a member who 
is not much accustomed to speaking, silently sits 
uutil those gentlemen who are in the habit, and 
are fond of speaking, shall have exhausted them- 
selves in debate—shall he, in that case, be denied 
the right of speaking—shall he be deprived of his 
Constitutional privileges and his constituents of 
their right. of representation on the floor of this 
House ? 

He said, that he was bound by the oath of God 
to support the Constitution, and to promote the 
welfare of his country; but, if his mouth is stop- 
ped, how can he execute his trust or perform his 
vows? For this House, by a rule, to interdict the 
freedom of speech, isan assumption of power, and 
a violation of right. He hoped, that the rule un- 
der consideration would be modified, and that the 
proposed amendment would be adopted. He 
wished that each individual member might be 
permitted to exercise his right of speaking to any 
question before the House, at least once, if he 
chooses. 

Mr. Newson spoke in favor of the amendment. 
He said he had no hesitation in declaring, that 
whenever right and expediency shall come in 
competition, that he should prefer right. He re- 
marked, that the Constitution secured the freedom 
of speech to the citizen, And are we, he asked, 
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to be deprived of it when we come to this House— 
when we enter this temple of liberty? The at- 
tempt is not to suspend merely, but to destroy this 
right, and because we have éxperienced some in- 
convenience from’this exercise. He agreed with 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Qurn- 
cy,) that if the House would do their duty, 
and get the business along in the early part of 
the session, we should never be in the dilemma 
the House were in, the last session of Congress ; 
and that an inconvenience. was a very poor reason 
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vious question there shall be no debate?” By a 
new construction, which a majority of the House 
thought proper to give to this rule, at the close of 
the last seSsion, all debate may be prohibited on 
any question ; for five members alone can demand 
the. previous question, and then, of course, all de- 
bate must cease, until a decision be had of that 
question, and if the previous question be decided 
in the affirmative, by this new construction of the 
rule, there can be no debate or amendment of the 

| tnain question. Thus, sir, unless the amendment 


for destroying this right of offering our'sentiments. | now proposed be adopted, if a proposition for a de- 


He would rather recommend the turning out of 
doors a member who should become troublesome 
in speaking too long, than to suffer him to stay in 
the House and prevent his uttering his sentiments, 
Even expulsion would not be a greater infringe- 
ment of his right.. The'right of the people is the 
right of their Representatives to’speak, deliberate, 
and decide. As to the plea of necessity, he pro- 
tested against it as the plea of tyrants. 

Mr. Arston, of North Carolina, expressed his 
astonishment; that the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Netson,) had assumed the ground he had. 
He said, there were two parties in this Howse; 
and asked, is it ever known how a question will 
be decided. until itis taken ? 

Mr. Basserr said, if astranger was present, and 
should hear this debate, he would suppose that 
the question was now for the first time brought 
forward for the establishment of the rale, against 
whieh so much had been said, when it is well 
known that it has always been the practice. 

Mr. Pirkin said, the amendment now under 
consideration was proposed in consequence of a 
decision of the House, at the elose of the last ses- 
sion, that when the previous question was decided 
in the affirmative, there could be no debate on the 
main question; the amendment, if adopted, allows 
a member, who has fot previously spoken, to 
speak at least once on the main question, before 
he is called upon to give his vote upon it. 

The priaciple adopted by the majority, during 
the last days of the last session, and now supported 
in the House, is this, that a majority, who may 
happen tobe present, at any time, have it in their 
power, by means of a previous question, as it is 
called, oe all debate on every question be- 
fore the House, however important it may be ; to 
seal up the lips of every member, and compel him 
to vote upon the question without an opportunity 
of expressing his sentiments upon it, or explaining 
the reasons of his vote. This, Mr. Speaker, is a 
principle to which I never have, and to which | 
never will give my assent. What, sir, let me ask, 
and where is the rule, under which the majority 
claim to exercise this enormous powér—the power 
of imposing silence upon any member, on this 
floor ? 

_ The rule, under which this power is claimed, 
isin the following words: “The previous ques- 
tion shall be in this form: Shall the main ques- 
tion be now put?” It shall only be admitted 
when demanded by five members ; and, until it is 
decided, shall preclude all amendment and further 
debate of the main question, and that “on a pre- 
12th Con. lst Sess.—19 


claration of war against Great Britain, orany other 
nation, should be laid upon your table to-mor- 
row, it will be in the power of a majority of the 
House, and that majority may consist of less than 
forty. members, toimpose silence upon every mem- 
ber of this House ; and we must be compelled to 
vote on a proposition so interesting to the prosperi- 
ty, happiness, and perhaps the final destiny of this 
country, without the poor privilege (if we might 
choose so to do) of raising our voices against it, 
But; sir, the opponents of the amendment say, that 
the construction given to the rule the last session; 
was in conformity with the universal practice of 
the House,from the establishment of the Govern- 
ment, except in two or three instances. 
I deny, sir, that this has*been the practice, and 
I believe I may venture to assert, without fear of 
contradiction, that no such power has ever been 
exercised over the members of this House, since 
| its organization, until the last session. I have, 
| sir, examined the journals, with some attention, 
| and have not been able to find a solitary instance 
' of the kind. On the contrary, many cases are to 
| be found when the previous question )has been de- 
cided in the affirmative, and that; immediately 
after the main question has not only been amend- 
ed but has been! debated. And here, sir, per- 
mit me to observe, that the rule itself, with re- 
spect to the previous question, was adopted the 
first session of the First Congress, and has ever 
since remained precisely in the same form ; and 
no construction was ever given to it, so as to pre- 
vent debate on the main question, until the last 
session. 

Permit me to refer the House to the Journal of 
the first session of the Third Congress, for the 
proof of what I havéstated. During this session, 
the difficulties then subsisting between this coun- 
try and Great Britain, became the subject of dis- 
cussion, and a proposition for prohibiting all in- 
tercourse with Great Britain, in case justice was 


| 
done us, was then submitted to the House, 


and the previous question was called upon it. and 
decided in the affirmative, after which the subject 
was not only postponed, but, as appears by the 
Journal, was both amended and debated. It ap- 
pears also, from the Journal, in 1795, that a pro- 
position was amended after an affirmative deci- 
sion of the previous question. In the year 1798, 
when a resolution was before the House for pub- 
lishing the instructions to. and the despatches 
from our Ministers to the French Republic, the 
previous question was moved and determined in 
the aflirmative; and it appears by the Journal that 
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immediately after such decision, on the same day, | myself personally, but I claim it in the capacity 


debate was had on the main question. 

But, sir, to come to our own times: on the 15th | 
of December, 1807, a construction was given to 
the rule, after maturedeliberation,by a large ma- 
jority of the House, that the main question might 

e debated, after an“affirmative decision of the 
previous question.. This was done on an appeal 
from the decision of the Speaker, “ that after the 
previous question is called for and determined in’ 
the affirmative, it precludes all debate on the main 
question.” The House reversed the decision of 
the Chair by 103 to 14. A similar decision took 
place on the 2d of December, 1803, in the House 
—10i to 18. And, sir, I have been unable to find 
a single decision of the House to the contrary, 
from the first organization of the Government un- 
til the close of the last session. _ Indeed, sir, the 
words of the rule itself, show that the construc- 
tion, which had _so long prevailed, was the only 
true construction which could be giventoit. The 
wordsare, and until it (viz: the previous question) 
is decided, “shall preclude all amendment and 
further debate.of the main question.” _By which 
it is evident, that amendment and debate of the 
main question is only precluded, until the previ. 
ous question is decided; but that after such deci- 
sion, it was not precluded. 

The gentleman-from. New York, (Mr. Goto,) 
and the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Nevson,) 
have truly stated that the previous question was 
taken from the rules of the British Parliament, 
and they have likewise stated the reason of its in- 
troduction into that body. It was, sir, to prévent 
debate in the House of Commons upon questions 
of a delicate nature with respect to high person- 
ages, &c. Yes, sir, it was introduced there to 
enable the Ministry to prevent the Commons from 
opening their lips on subjects relating to the Roy- 
al Family and the great men of the tealm. But, 
sir, we have gone further than the Ministry and 
their majorities, despotic and tyrannical as-they 
have been, have ever dared to go in Parliament. 
For even there members are now, and always have 
been, permitted to debate on the ‘previous ques- 
tion; but which members on this floor are not now 
permitted to do. Mr. Speaker, the nature of our 
Government forbids that the majority should have 
the power to prohibit all debate.on questions 
which may come before this*House. We have 
not, as yet, I trust, any high personages in this 
country about whom it would be indelicate or 
improper for the members on this floor to speak ; 
and let me ask what subject of national import- 
ance can be proposed for adoption, on which a 
member should be deprived of the privilege of 
speaking at least once before he gives bis vote? 

ay, sir, let me ask gentlemen whether this House 
has a right to compel me, or any other member, to 
vote on any question, without giving me an. op- 
portunity of explaining my reason for that vote. I 
deny, sir, that they have this right; asa member 
of this body,.I claim the privilege of delivering 
my sentiments, or what I may consider the sen- 
timents of my constituents, on any subject, before 
I give my vote uponit. I claim it not, sir, for 
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of a Representative of a free people, sent here, 
not like a member of the French Council of Five 
Hundred, for the purpose of voting merely, but 
forthe purpose of deliberating on subjects of high 
concern to their peace, their prosperity, their hap- 
piness. For what, sir, are we assembled here 
under a Constitution the purest inthe world? |; 
it not.for the purpose of promoting “ the general 
welfare” of the nation which we represent? 
And how is this to be done, except by a tree com. 
munication of our sentiments: to each other, on 
the various plans which may be proposed for that 
object? The péace, the honor, and interest of this 
country: is confided to our care, and while we are 
here deliberating on the best means of preserving 
the one or securing and promoting the other, the 
Constitution has very wisely thrown around us 
a shield of complete indemnity—* for any speech 
or debate in this House,” we are “ not to be ques. 
tioned in any other place.” Will then the ma- 
jority claim the right of depriving a member of 
this privilege of speech, a privilege not only thus 
secured to him by the Constitution itself, tut for 
the due exercise of which he is not to be ques- 
tioned elsewhere? But, sir, those who oppose 
thé amendment say that the construction is found- 
ed in necessity ;.that individual members have 
abused the privilege ef speech; that they have 
heretofore, and probably will again, make long 
speeches merely for the, purpose of delay, and of 
embarrassing the proceedings of the House ; and 
that therefore the majority must have it in their 
power to stop debate, whenever they think proper, 
and that this power will always be exercised with 
a sound discretion. . 

I deny, sir, that any such necessity exists ; it is 
a plea easily made, but generally difficult and in 
this case impossible to be supported. Why has 
itso happened that this necessity has never existed 
until the last session of Congress ?. Was it then 
for the first time, that a division of sentiment ap- 
peared on this floor? were parties never belore 
heard of in this country? Were not parties ar- 
rayed against each other in 1796 on the subject 
of the British Treaty, and in 1798-9, on the ques- 
tion of a war with France? Were not the dis- 
putes in this House, in those times, as long and 
as bitter, as they have ever been since? Those 
were times, which have been so often quoted 10 
this. House as hard, ahd unconstitutional ; times 
when the reign of terror prevailed, when corrupt 
majorities, as bas been often said on -this floor, 
passed alien and sedition laws. And, yet, sir, 
with all the political sins which have been heaped 
upon those majorities, the sin of having taken 
away the privilege of speech on this floor never 
has ike, and as | have proved from the journals, 
never can be ‘laid to their,charge. This House, 
by the Constitution, has the power to “ determine 
the rules of its proceedings;” and in making 
those rules, it has the right of regulating, but not 
of entirely preventing debate. 

It would indeed be a strange anomaly in poli- 
tics, as well as in law, that undera general power 
of making rules of proceeding, we should make a 
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rule to prevent all proceedings whatever. Gen- 
tlemen may as well assume the power of prevent- 
ing a member from voting, as.they now do that 
of preventing him from speaking. 1 am willing 
to agree, sir, that the privilege of debate, on this 
floor, may have been and will again be abused ; 
that on particular subjects individual members 
have spoken much longer than was necessary, 
and [ may add, also, with much less sense than a 
majority might have wished; and in some in- 
stances they may have prolonged their speeches, 
merely for the purposes of delay. But, sir, will 
you deprive a mennber of the right of speaking at 
all, because he is unable to conyey his ideas in 
few words, or because he may have very few or 
no ideas toconvey ? Or because some may have 
spoken merely to delay the proceedings of the 
House, will you make a general rule, by which 
a member may be,wholly deprived of the right 
of speaking ? If indeed, sir, evils do arise in con- 
sequence of the liberty of speech in this House, if 
the business of the nation does not progress with 
as much rapidity as in countries under*the con- 


| trol of an individual ; they are.evils which flow 


from the very nature of our Government, from 
that freedom which we-so highiy prize, and from 
that very Constitution which we have sworn to 
support. So long as we are men we shall be 
imperfeet, we shall bring with us on this floor 
different views, different ideas on political as well 
as on other subjects; and‘it would be ‘strange in- 
deed if, on the various topics of national import- 
ance brought before us for discussion, we should 
not at times come into strong collision with each 
other. 

The question on the amendment was deter- 
mined in the negative—yeas 36, nays 76. 

Mr. Sranrorp moved to amend the rules by 
adding to the end of the paragraph relating to 
priority of business, the words “ but no question 
of consideration shall be required upon ad origi- 
nal motion ;” which was also determined in the 
negative—yeas 30, nays 68. 

On motion of Mr. Wiiutams' the said rules 
were amended by striking out the word “ five,” in 
the paragraph prescribing the manner in which 
the previous question shall be taken, and insert- 
ing the words “one-fifth of the.” 

he question was then taken to concur in the 
said rules as amended, and determined in the af- 
firmative. 





Tvuespay, December 24. 


On motion of Mr. Kent, the petitions of the 
President and Directors of the Chesapeake and 
Delaware Canal Company, presented the twenty- 
eighth of January, 1806, and the thirteenth of 
February, 1807, were severally referred to the com- 
mittee appointed, on the sixth instant, on the me- 
morial of the Union Canal Company, in the 
State of Pennsylvania. 

r Mr. Poinpexrer moved the following resolu- 
ion : 

Resolved. That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform this House whether any nego- 





tiation is now pending between the United States and 
Spain, or any other foreign Power, respecting the claim 
of the United States to that tract of country of which 
possession was taken by virtue of the President’s proc- 
lamation, bearing date the twenty-seventh day of Oc- 
tober, 1810; and, also, whether he is possessed of any 
information, which, in his opinion, requires that the 
Legislative authority of Congress over said country 
should be suspended, with a view. to future negotia- 
tion on that subject. 


The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 
Mr. JenninGs moved the following resolution ¢ 


Resolved, That the: President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this House any 
additional information, verbal or otherwise, which he 
may have received, relative and important to the pub- 
lie situation of the Indiana Territory, which may not 
be improper to be communicated. 


The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Stow moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, should a wir ensue between the 
United States and Great Britain, it would be expedi- 
ent to provide, by law, a bounty to impressed Ameri- 
can séamen, and their associates, for each British ship 
of war they may capture and bring into an American 
port. 

The resolution was read, and referred to a 
Committee of the Whole on the first Monday in 
February next. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the report of the Committee on 
the Public Lands, made the fifth instant, on the 
petition of the Mayorand Aldermenof the city of 
New Orleans; and, after some time spent therein, 
the Committee rose, and reported their disagree- 
ment to the resolution therein contained. 

The resolution was then read, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made for se- 
curing to the corporation of the city of New Orleans, 
the occupancy and use of a piece of ground on which 
it is contemplated to erect steam engines for conveying 
water into\the said city : Provided, That if the ground 
shall not be so occupied, or shall hereafter cease to be 
so occupied, the claim of the United States thereto 
shall remain unimpaired. 

On motion of Mr. Bras, the further considera- 
tion-of the resolution was postponed until the 
first Monday in February next. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “authorizing 
the President of the United States to raise cer- 
tain companies of rangers for the protection of 
the frontier of the United States ;” to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill to continue in force, for a 
further time, the first section of an act, entitled 
“An act further to protect the commerce and 
seamen of the United States against the Bar- 
bary Powers.” The bill was reported withoat 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed and 
read the third time on Friday next. @ 

Mr. PoinpexTerR moved the following resolu- 
tion: 
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Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means | statement of the vessels belonging to the United 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of prohib- | States, which have been repaired since the year 
iting, by law, the corporation of the city of New Or- | 1801, specifying thé time when such repairs were 
leans from exacting any tax, or duty, on vebsels, boats, | made, and the cost. 
or other craft, descending the river Mississippi, having The ‘House resolved itself into a Committee of 
on board articles the growth or manufacture of the | the Whole on “the bill directing the ‘terms on 
— ere he me — = foreign growth or | which lands ‘sold at public sale, and that revert 
manufacture ag have been regularly imported intothe | fo- failure in’ payment, shall again be sold ; and, 


United States. } : 
The resolution was read, and its further con-| “yveq ‘without amendment, and ordered w ty 

sideration postponed until the first Monday in engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 
Pebranty next. . The House resolved itself intoa Committee of 
he SpeakeR presented a petition of the Legis-| the Whole on the report of the Commitiee op 
lature * the Indiana, Territory, praying thata| ine Public Lands, made the fifth instant, on the 
grant of land may be made to every officer and | jemorial of the Legislative Council and House 
soldier who served. in the late expedition under | of Representatives of the Indiana Territory ; 
Governor Harrison, against the hostile Indians, and, afterssome time spent therein, the Commit. 


ee ee a eg rm a - vo tee rase, and reported their agreement to the res- 
ed in the: acon OF | olationscontained therein; which were concurred 


the seventh-ultimo. 
gi dllows : 
The Speaker also presented a petition of “a ree = - : ; 
1. Resolved, That it is inexpedient to repeal such 


committee appointed at a meeting of the officers : 
and privates of the several militia corps of Knox | *lauses of the laws a tie a of aia lands, as 
county, in the Indiana Territory, who served in | ‘™P°** interest from date of the purchase on such in- 
the late campaign under Governor Harrison,” stalments of the purchase-money as are not paid when 
faying that grants, of land may be made ‘ ahe they become due, or to remit back interest which may 
p . og ; : have accrued on any such instalment. 
eirs of such officers and soldiers as fell in the| 9, Resolved, That it is inexpedient -to” allow a fur- 
action of the seventh ultimo; and that compen- | ther time of. two years, from the time the last instal- 
sation may be made for horses and other property | ment shall bécome due, before a forfeiture can take 
unavoidably lost or destroyed in said action. place for failure in payment on any. future sales. 

The petitions were referred: to the committee 3. Resolved, That the further time of one year, for 
appointed, on the nineteenth instant, on the Mes- | completing the paymentsyought to be allowed, respect- 
sage from the President of the United States, | ively, to all purchasers of public lands, Northwest of 
transmitting letters from Governor Harrison, rel- | the river Ohio, whose time for completing the payment 
sa =A the acta srnee, ‘ of the gr payee insy, S wal hove ipeed on 

e bi rom. the Senate, “authorizing: the | or before the twenty-second day of December, 1812, 
President of the United States to raise certain and whose land has not been actually sold, or forfeited 
companies of rangers for the protection of the for failure in payment, on condition that all arrears of 
frontier of the United States,” was read twice, sear ae be paid to entitle any purchaser to the 
and referred to the Committee appointed on that | "Pet OF Uils provision. 

art of the President’s Message whieh relates to| The Committee on Public Lands were directed 
filing the ranks and prolonging the enlistments | to prepare and report a bill, pursuant to the third 
ihe regular troops, and to an auxiliary military respntiee: curiae ‘ 
orce. e House resolved itself into a Committee of 

The third reading of the bill from the Senate, | the Whole on the report of the Committee of 
“ for the relief of Thomas O’Bannon,” was called |} Claims, made «the twenty-seventh ultimo, on the 
for; when, on motion of Mr. Biackvepae: it | petition of Rees Nanna and others, to which 
was recommitted to the Committee on the Pub-| Committee of the Whole was also committed 
lic Lands. Adjourned to Thursday. the report of the Committee of Claims, of the 
twenty-first instant, on the expediency of repeal- 
ing or suspending the statutes of limitation ; and, 
after some time spent therein, the Committee 
rose, and had-leave to sit again. 

Mr. GuoLtson moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of CTaims be in- 
structed ,to inquire into the merits of all claims that 
may be referred to them, which originated during the 
Revolutionary war, notwithstanding such claims may 
be barred by the statutes of limitation; and to report 
their opinion thereon to the House. 


The resolution was read; when the House 
adjourned. 














Tuurspay, December 26. 


Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, presented a bill relating to 
marriage licenses, in Washington county, in the 
District of Columbia, and directing the applica- 
tion of the fees paid for them; which. was read 
twice and committed toa Committee of the Whole 
on Monday next. 

Mr. Porter, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, presented a bill authorizing the Presi- 
dent of thé United States to accept and organize 
eertain volpnteer military corps; which was read 
twice and®committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Biss, the Secretary of the 
Navy was directed to lay before this House a 





Fripay, December 27. 


Mr. Newson presented a petition of sundry in- 
habitants of the Territory of Louisiana, praying 
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that the second grade of Territorial government 
may be extended to the inhabitants of said Ter- 
ritory. 
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ure in payment, shall again be sold, was read 
the third time, and passed. 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


Mr. Newson also presented a certified copy of | the Whole on the bill for the revision of former 


a presentment by the grand jury of the District 
of St. ‘Charles, in said Territory, representing 
that the second grade of Territorial government 





confirmations, and for confirming certain claims 
to land inthe District of Kaskaskia. The bill 
was reported without amendment, and ordered to 


ought to be extended to that Tecritory; that the | be engrossed, and read the third time. 


judges of the general court ought to reside in the 
Territory ; and that further and equitable provis- 
ions ouglit to be made in favor of rejected land 
claims. —Referred, 

Mr. Netson also presented a petition of mem- 
bers of several Christian denominations, residing 
in the Western parts of the United States, pray- 
ing that mails may not be carried, and post offices 
may not be opened, on Sundays.—Laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PotnpexTer presented a petition of sun- 
dry inhabitants of the Mississippi Territory, 
praying that the said Territory may be admitted 
into the Union asa State.—Referred. 

Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, presented a bill further to 
amend the charter of the city of Washington; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Wittiams, from the committee appointed 
on that part of the President’s Message which 
relates to filling the ranks and prolonging the en- 
listments of the regular troops, and to an auxil- 
iary force, to whom was referred the bill from 
the Senate “authorizing the President of the 
United States to raise certain companies of ran- 
gers for the protection of the frontier of the Uni- 
ted States,” reported the same without amend- 
ment and the bill was committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole to-morrow. 

Mr. Porrer, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the bill from the 
Senate, “toraise an additional military force,” re- 
ported the same, with an amendment; which was 
read, and, together with the bill, committed to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The Speaker laid before the House a report 
of the Postmaster General on the petitions of the 
Synod of Pittsburg, and of sundry members of 
several Christian denominations, in the Western 
parts of the United States, relative to the con- 
veyance of mails on Sundays; which was read, 


and referred to the Committee on Post Offices | 


and Post Roads. 

An engrossed bill to continue in force, fora 
further time, the first seetion of the act, entitled 
“An act farther to protect the commerce and sea- 
men of the United States against the Barbary 
Powers,” was read ‘the third time, and passed. 

The House proceeded to consider the resolution 
submitted by Mr. GHotson on the twenty-sixth 
instant; and the said resolution being again read, 
was committed to the Committee of the Whole 
on the report of the Committee of Claims on the 
petition of Rees Nanna and others. 

An engrossed bill directing the terms on which 


lands sold at private sale, and that revert for fail- 


| ‘Tire House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill for the more convenient 
taking of affidavits and bail, in-civil causes depend- 
ing in the Courts of the United States, and the 
amendment reported by the select committee, on 
| the second instant. The Committee rose and re- 
| ported the bill, with the amendment; which was 
concurred in*by the House, and ordered: to be 
' engrossed, and read the third time. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
' the Whole on the bill to continue in force, for a 
limited time, the salaries of the officers of Goy- 
érnment therein mentioned ;” and, after some 
time spent therein, the Committee rose and had 
leave to sit again. 


PENNSYLVANIA RESOLUTIONS. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE Unirep States: 


To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 

I lay before Congress copies of resolutions entered 
into by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, which have 
been transmitted to me with that view by the (iovernor 
of that State, in pursuance of one of the said resolutions. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasnineton, December 27, 1811. 











| The present is a period replete with national oceur- 
rences as momentous as ever marked the annals of 
the world. That collision of kingdoms and empires 
which has deluged Europe with blood, borne down 
the practice, and nearly extinguished the principles of 
justice and humanity, is not, in its effects, confined to 
that unhappy quarter of the globe. The unparalleled 
prosperity, the enterprising spirit, and the expanding 
commerce of the United States of America, have ren- 
dered them, to the two mighty belligerents, an object 
of envy and a medium of retaliation, pretended as to 
one, and iniquitous in both. 

The Emperor of the French has yet much to do be- 
fore the just claims of our country can be satisfied. 
But he has annulled those decrees which were the 
only legal obstruction to a friendly and commercial 
intercourse with his dominions. He has annulled 
those very decrees .on which the British Government 
solemnly declared its Orders in Council to be suspended. 
To the British Government and tv the world he has 
evinced the extinguishment of those decrees by the 
united evidence of solemn profession and uniform 
practice. But have the Orders in Council expired with 
the French deereest No. Compared with their prior, 
their subsequent operation has been as life from the 
dead. They have been executed with redoubled rigor. 
Our seamen are impressed, our citizens robbed, our 
flag prostrated, our own waters infested, our coasting 
trade annoyed, our harbors blockaded 

While maritime oppression has thus risen to its 
summit, an Envoy Extraordinary is sent to our Gov- 
ernment, not (as might have been reasonably expected) 
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to soften our irritated country by conciliatory language ; | can citizen, to seize a subject of His Britannic Majesty, 
not to offer atonement for offences, and indemnifica- | wherever such subject can be found, and to subject 
tions for wrongs that are past: these, with a diate | him to imprisonment and labor, corresponding to the 
exception, he passes over as things beneath the notice condition of the impressed American on board of , 
of the British Government or its Envoy, or as injuries | British ship of war. of 
to which the inexhaustible forbearance,'the presumed | 6. Resolved, That the wisdom, patriotism, and firm. 
timidity, or the abject debasement of the American | ness‘of the Executive and Councils of the General 
Government would insure-her silent submission. He | Government entitle them to our perfect confidence, 
commences a new species and system of insult. He | and their measures to our prompt and zealous co. 
prescribes to the President what he shall recommend, operation; and, in case an appeal to arms should be 
and what the National Legislature shall enact. He | deemed necessary, we will support them at the risk of 
demands a law which shall admit'the products‘and man- | our lives and fortunes. 
ufactures of Great Britain into the ports of the United| 7. Resolved, That the Governor of this Common. 
States, although American manufactures are, even in | wealth be instructed to transmit an authenticated 
time of peace, excluded from the British dominions. | copy of these resolutions to the President of the Uni- 
He commands the American Government to procure | ted States, with a request that he communicate them 
of Napoleon an abandonment of his continental sys- | to-Congress. 
tem, and the admission of British products and manu- JOHN TODD, Speaker of the House. 
factures into his own and the: ports of his allies. A P. ©. LANE, Speaker of the Senate. 
compliance with the first of these demands is a relin- 
quishment of sovereignty ; to fulfil the latter, the Uni- 
ted States have neither right, nor power, nor the folly Monpay December 30. 
to attempt. The first is degrading, the second impos- Soon after the Journal was read, 
sible. And yet a submission to these royal mandates Mr.. Dawson rose and’ addressed the Chair. 
is menacingly declared to be the only condition on! The lowness of his voice, owing to recent indis- 
which the Orders in Council shall be repealed, and| position prevented his being heard distincily; 
the violation of our neutral rights discontinued. but his observations-were nearly as follows: ; 
Solemnly impressed with these considerations, and Mr. Speaker—Virginia, my parent State, has 
contemplating demands so unjust, ‘so unreasonable, 80 | Jong to mourn the loss of some of her most valu- 
a beh ee ome) week te Seaking to | able sons and estimable daughters, who on the 
eat sdasle, tatdtirs; e ie P | night of the 26th of the present month, met their 
1. Seren ee sents ae re of Repre- Perce tabs who perished in the flames, in 
seniarens of ane Commonwealth of Penneyloania i | 11.4 metropolis of that State, on that sad night, 


General Assembly met, That the policy of the British . . 
Gowsennient, ae Me bited by her i | power on the | Were the Chief Magistrate of the, State, anda 


high seas, and expressed by her Envoy near the United entlemanf well known to many of us, and who, 
States, merits the reprobation, and cannot but arouse | 1OF Years; held an honorable station in, this House. 
the virtuous indignation of every friend of this country Some of the most valuable and prominent char- 
and its Government. acters in their professions, and others who prom- 
2. Resolved, That, when submission or resistance | ised ere long to be ornaments to their country. 
to the unjust demands of a-tyrant is the alternative, | With these, sir, was the rising offspringt of one 
the latter only can be chosen by the freemen of| of our present most valuable members, and many 
America. other amiable and virtuous women who adorned 
3. Resolved, That, though we would rejoice in that | and improved society. 

° * . ° . | . ° ° 
adoption and practice of justice which would secure to These, sir, with: many others, have fallen vic- 
Great Britain and to the world our friendship and | tims to that unrelenting element, notwithstand- 
friendly intercourse, we will, in order to ‘repel aggres- | ing the bold and generous efforts which were 
sion and obtain reparation, vigorously exert all the | made to save them. 


powers which we pussess to accelerate the accomplish- | Their ashes.are now mingled with the dust. 


ee ee preparations as the wisdom of ' and their spirits have ascended: to Heaven. 
ee eee a ee It is to us a great national calamity. 
4. Resolved, That it is our duty as legislators to em- | I well know, that on such occasions grief, al- 


ploy a suitable portion of the finances of this Common- | thoych . a | Foe tee 
wealth in promoting the growth and prosperity, and ugh keen, is unavailing—that .the decrees of 


in securing the permanence of our infant manufac- : ‘5: 7. ; 
tures: that, as individuals of the community, we will, Naes pees Ue order, pianos, ta astily a 
ee nn Sean woereng psy Ching th the deceased, and to prove that we sympathize 
our apparel that is not the product of these manufac- with the afflicted ee make sy P 

tures, and that we will recommend the same patriotic hi le aliitcted, without lurther comment ob 
practice to our constituents. this painful subject, 1 beg leave to offer the fol- 


5. Resolved, That the question merits serious con- lowing resotution : . : 
eee te ate ered Lak. pe een a 

under and impressment on the hi eas, it wou ' S 
ai would not ee just, humane, ahd efficient retalia- | the respect ‘and sorrow which they fei for those un- 
tion to lay hold on property of the British Govern- | fortunate persons who perished in the fire in the city 
ment or of its subjects, whenever such property can 
be found to an amount sufficient to indemnify the} . * At the.burning of the Theatre at Richmond. 
plundered American; and for every impressed Ameri- | + Mr. Venable. t Mr. M. Clay’s daughter. 
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of Richmond, in Virginia, on the night of the 26th of | of William Lyman, the Consul of the United States, 
the present month. the ship Eliza Ann, of New York, he acting as the 

This resolution was unahimously adopted. agent of the owners, Joshua Jones and Edward _R. 


Jones, of New York, trading under the firm of Joshua 
Mr. Poinpexter presented to the House a reso- | jones and Son; and thatthe said ship was transferred 


lution of the Legislative Council and House of | to the petitioner, by the said William Lyman, accord- 
Representatives of the Mississippi Territory, aP- | ing to the form prescribed by law. That, after the pur- 
probatory of the conduct of the Executive ig the | chase of the said ship, she sailed from London to Cadiz, 
late negotiations with the British Government, | in Spain; took in there a cargo, principally belonging 
and expressive of their determination to support | to the petitioner, and proceeded to New York, at which 
such measures as the General Government may | place she arrived on or about the 7th of June, 1809; 
adopt for the maintenance of the rights, the com- | the petitioner being at that time absent in Europe, and 
merce, and the honor, of the United States; whieh | for some months after the arrival of the ship in the 
was read, and ‘ordered to lie on the table. United States ; in consequence of which, a register, in 
Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- | the name of the owner or petitioner, could not be ob- 
lie Lands, presented a bill to ascertain and es- | tained, ~ reer sen Stee were subjected to the 
tablish the Western boundary of the tract re- | Payment of foreign duties, ew 
served for satisfying the militii) bounties allowed | - [tis also stated that.a register for the said ship, ac- 


+ P eas Pa ene angoey cording to law, has been obtained. 

¥ aura Sirninaans eae rei The object of the petitioner is to obtain a remission of 
hy degra hota sting ie A 1 so much of the duties as are above those paid by ves- 
committed toa Committee of the Whole on Mon- sels of the United States. 


























day next. . . This case, while the said ship was without a regis- 
Mr. Wittiams, from the committee appointed | ter, came within the jurisdiction of the Treasury De- 
on that part of the President’s Message which re- | partment, and a remission of the foreign duties might 
lates to filling the ranks and prolonging the en- ae been procured, had an application been made to 
listments of the regular troops, and to an auxiliary | that Department during the continuance of the disa- 
force, reported (in part) a bill supplementary to | bility incurred by the owner’s not taking out a register 
“An act more effectually to provide for the na- | within three days after the arrival of the said ship in 
tional defence, by establishing a uniform militia | the port of New York. _ 1 ; 
throughout the United States;” and to“Anact| A new certificate of registry being obtained previous 
making provision for. arming and equipping the | to the application of the owner to the Secretary of the 
whole body of the militia of the United States ;” Treasury for a remission of the foreign duties, put it 


which was read twice and committed to the Com- | 04 of the power of the latter to do so, as the remission 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next is incidental only to the Secretrary’s: removing a dis- 


: ‘ ability. 
Mr. Waicut moved the following resolution : The committee, on mature consideration, are of opin- 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring } ion that cases like the present ought to be decided 
in a bill for the protection, recovery, and indemnifica- | without delay, and that it is safer to confine them to 
tion of American seamen. the jurisdiction of the Treasury. Department. Being 

The resolution was laid on the table. of this opinion, they beg leave to report a bill, author- 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of | izing the Secretary of the Treasury to render the same 
the Whole on the bill. authorizing the President | corns am th.s aac oe he. would pare done had 
of the United States to accept and organize cer- ps renee ility by tt ; eile ee warerrne 
tain volunteer military corps; and, after. some CNM Tae Cie, Leak ee 
time spent therein, the Committee rose and had } COMPENSATION OF REVENUE OFFICERS. 
leave to sit again. ne Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of Means, made a report on the several petitions of 
the Whole on the bill from the Senate, “To | the Collectors of the ports of Philadelphia, Nor- 
raise an additional military force,” and on the | folk, Plymouth, in Massachusetts, and Baltimore, 
amendment reported thereto by the Committee | a4 of the Naval Officer of the port cf Philadel- 
on Foreign Relations; and, after some time spent | phia, referred during the present session; which 
therein, the Committee rose and had leave to sit | was read; when, Mr. Bacon, from the same.com- 
again. ° mittee, presented a bill in addition to “An act to 

REMISSION OF DUTIES. establish the compensations of the officers em- 
ployed in the collection of the duties on imports 
and tonnage;” which was read twice and com- 
mitted toa Committee of the Whole on Thursday 
next. The report is as follows: 

That the aforesaid officers pray that provision may 
be made, by law, for remunerating to them the defi- 
ciencies whichihave happened in the amount of their 
annual compensations, for some years past; and, as 
it respects the collectors of the ports of Baltimore, and 


Mr. Newton, from the Committee of Com- | 
merce and Manufactures, made a report on the 
petition of Ezekiel Hubbell, referred the eighth 
ultimo; which was read; whenv, Mr. Newron 
presented a bill to empower the Secretary of the 
Treasury to decide on the case of the ship Eliza 
Aan, belonging to Ezekiel Hubbell; which was | 
read, and, together with the report, committed to | 
a Committee of the Whole on Friday next. Norfolk, that additional compensation may be made 

The report is-as follows: them for thie future. 

That the petitioner, on the 17th of January, 1809, The committee have observed that the deficiencies 
at London, in the Kingdom of Great Britain, purchased | referred to have occurred principally during the years 
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1808 and 1809, and have been occasioned by two | it appears, from the official returns of his emoluments 
causes: and expenditures, that his net emoluments for tha; 
Ist. The generally depressed state of commerce, dur- | 20d the two succeeding years have amounted to but 
ing those years, which so materially affected the gene- $1,180 57, being an average annual compensation fo; 
ral revenue of the country, and, consequently, the | those years of but $393 52; and, so far as can Le as. 
emoluments of the officers employed in its collection, certained from a comparative view of the official re. 
in different degrees. turns, it appears that the expenditures of that office 
2d. The payment over, by some of the present in- have, during that period, been kept within as reason. 
cumbents of those particular offices, to the legal repre- able limits as circumstances would justify. 
sentatives of their deceased predecessors, of a moiety of | Under this view of the several cases referred to them, 
the commissions arising from duties bonded by such | the committee recommend to the House the follow. 
predecessors, but actually received by such incumbents, | 98 resolutions : 
pursuant to the 4th section of the act to establish the ist. That the prayer of the several petitions of the 
compensations for those officers, passed March 2d, 1799. | collectors of the ports of Philadelphia, Norfolk, and 
On this view of the subject, the committee would | Plymouth, (Massachusetts,) and of the naval officer of 
remark, that, so far as such diminution of compensation | the port of Philadelphia, ought not to be granted. 
has been occasioned by the first mentioned cause, it 2d. That there be allowed to James H. McCulloch, 
must be expected by public. officers, whose emoluments | collector of the port of Baltimore, the sum of $1,500, 
depend, in a great degree, upon the actual state ofthe | as a remuneration for services in his said office, during 
general commerce of the country, that they should, in | the years 1808, 1809, and 1810, for which his official 
sOme measure, share their part in the occasional varia- | emoluments were an inadequate compensation. 
tions which, at particular periods, may happen to that| ‘Phe committee beg leave further-to report: Thai, 
commerce ; and if, daring some years, they are enabled | in the course of the examinations which became ne- 
to receive an amount which is obviously something | cessary in relation to the merits of the particular cases 
more than an average compensation for services equally | under consideration, their attention has been drawn 
arduous, in the ordinary branches of private business, | to the practical operation of those portions of the rev- 
it ought not to be complained of, if, in other years, | enue laws which were designed to limit, within reason- 
they should receive somewhat’ less. Applying this} able bounds, the net annual emoluments of the officers 
principle to the case of the particular officers under | of the customs, in some of the principal ports of the 
consideration, the committee are convinced that, upon | Union. ie 
an ayerage of three years, from 1808 to 1810, both in-! By the third section of the act of Congress, passed 
clusive, those officers (with the exception of the collec- | on the 20th day of April, 1802, it is provided “that, 
tor of Baltimore) have been ‘enabled to receive an an- | whenever the annual emoluments of any collector of 
nual compensation for their services, which, in reference | the customs, after deducting therefrom the expendi- 
to the general rewards of skill and industry, during | tures incident to his office, shall amount to more than 
that period, ought, under all the circumstances of their | five thousand dollars, or those of a naval officer, after 
case, to be deemed a reasonable one. The net emol- | a like deduction, to more than three thousand five hun. 
uments of the collector of Philadelphia, (including the | dred dollars, or those of a surveyor, after a like deduc- 
half commissions paid to his predecessor) during that’) tion, to more than three thousand dollars, the surplus 
period, amounting to the average sum of $2,537 12, | shall be accounted for, and paid by them, respectively, 
ouauete wr = a ete a euibnc ee her to | to the Treasury of the United States.” . 
; i those of the collector of Norfolk, to $921 82; | ‘The principal items composing the aggregate of “ex- 
and those of the collector of Plymouth, to $1,341 45. pacieibicean ‘thcident to Aes offices,” consist of clerk 
That, so faras the net emoluments of some of those | hire, stationery,.office rent, and fuel; an account of 
officers have been affected by the second consideration | whieh, those officers are now required by law to trans- 
above stated, it ought not to form a ground for remun- | mit, annually, to the Comptroller of the T'reasury, to be 
eration by the Government, since it is a circumstance | by him laid before Congress. So long as the whole 
incident to all, other officers of the same description, | net amount of emoluments received by them, respect- 
upon the commencement of their official duties, and is, | ively, does not exceed the maximum which they are 
in effect, but the advance of a sum out of their first | authorized to retain for their own compensation, the 
year’s emoluments, which they may calculate upon be- | personal: interest of the officer is undoubtedly a sufli- 
ing refunded to them, or their legal: representatives, | cient check against an, unreasonable application of 
after the expiration of their official duties by death or | their gross emoluments for clerk hire and. other official 
resignation. — ae cite . expenses. But, whenever the net amount comes to 
That some inequalities exist inthe compensations | exceed that maximum, it is evident that the expendi- 
now allowed to the officers of the customs, is not im- | tures for these objects are “liable to misapplication and 
probable, and a general review of that subject may, at | abuse. In the branch of clerk hire, particularly, the es- 
a suitable time, be proper and expedient. But it is | tablishment of an officer may be extended amongst his 
doubted whether the present unsettled | state of our | friends, connexions, and dependents, to a degree lim- 
commerce and revenue will afford sufficient data on | ited only by the amount of which the whole net emol- 
which any permanent regulations in this behalf ought | uments of the office exceeded that to which the law 
to be founded. has limited the personal compensation of the officer. 
The case of the collector of Baltimore is the only one, | The committee do not pretend to aver that any in- 
amongst those referred to them, which, in the judg- | stances of such actual misapplication or abuse have 
ment of the committee, is attended with such obvious | been brought to their knowledge; but it is. deemed 
circumstances of hardship, and xo striking inadequacy | their duty to state those of-which the system, under 
of compensation, as to justify extending to him specific | present regulations, is susceptible, From the informa- 
and temporary relief. ‘The present collector came into | tion received from the Treasury Department, it ap- 
office near the commencement of the year 1808; and | pears that no legal or practical check against such 
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abuses now exists in that Department. It mey, per- 
haps, be difficult to provide any which shall be entirely 
effectual. It has occurred to the committee, that some 
limitations upon the amount of clerk hire might prop- 
erly be provided; that it should be made the duty of 
all custom-house officers to return to the Comptroller 
of the Treasury a specification of the number, names, 
and respective compensation, of all clerks employed by 
them; and giving to the accounting officers of the 
Treasury Department a power of revising the accounts 
of office expenditures, and disallowing such parts there- 
of as should appear to them unreasonable or improper. 
That all the emoluments arising from.any agency em- 
ployment, or office, attached to, or dependent on, any 
principal office in the customs, should be included: in 
their general annual return of emoluments and expend- 
itures—the returns heretofore made, as it is understood, 
not being uniform in this respect, some of the officers 
including those particular emoluments in their returns, 
and others omitting them. In illustration of the nature 
and extent of these emoluments, it-is to be observed 
that all the collectors, in the ports where there are no 
surveyors, and the ‘surveyors, in those ports where 
there are such officers, hold a separate commission of 
inspector of the revenue for the port, in virtue of which 
they are entitled to certain fees. One collector, in each 
State, under the act of April 6th, 1802, (for repealing 
the internal taxes) has been authorized to prepare cer- 
tain certificates to accompany spirits, wines, and teas, 
imported, for which they receive certain fees. Sundry 
collectors are agents for the marine hospital, and super- 
intendents of light-houses, for which they receive cer- 
tain commissions on moneys expended by them. 
whether it is within the intention of the law of the 
30th of April, 1802, limiting the compensations of 
these officers, that such incidental emoluments should 
be included in that limitation, or not, it is equal- 
ly proper that their annual amount should be known, 
and brought within the review and controlling powers 
of Congress. 

Although the amount received by the custom-house 
officers, for their share of fines, penalties, and forfeit- 
ures, does not form a part of their ordinary emolu- 
ments, s0 as to subject this portion of them to the lim- 
itation, yet they ought, as it is conceived, to include 
them in their returns, and for this obvious reason, viz: 
that the same causes which may have much dimin- 
ished the regular emoluments of those officers, may, 
and probably have, greatly increased the casual ones 
arising from this source. Another reason for requiring 
such returns is that of uniformity—some of the offi- 
cers now including, and others omitting them. 

Some regulations of this sort, designed to bring the 
official expenditures of the officers of the customs more 
immediately under the review of the Legislature, and 
the reasonable control of the Treasury Department, 
have suggested themselves to the committee, and have 
been incorporated into the bill, which, by order of the 
House, is herewith reported. 





Committee Room, November 19, 1811. 
Sir: The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom 


has been referred the several memorials of the collee- 
tors of Norfolk, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, praying for 
extra compensation for past services, and for an increase 
of the commissions attached to their offices, for the fu- 
ture, and which are herewith enclosed, have directed 


me to request of you the following information, viz: 


ist. A statement of the gross emoluments and offi- 


And | 
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cial expenditures of the collector of Baltimore, from 
the year 1805, inclusive, to the present period. 

2d. A similar statement in relation to the collectors of 
Philadelphia and Norfolk for the preceding quarters of 
the year 1811. 

3d. A statement of the official expenditures of the 
three officers aforesaid, from the year 1807, inclusive, 
to the present period, noting distinctly, the nature of 
those expenditures, the number of clerks employed by 
each, with their respective salaries and compensations. 

4th. Whether the official expenditures of the col- 
lectors (particularly that portion of them occasioned by 
clerk hire) may not, without inconvenience, be dimin- 
ished in proportion to the corresponding diminution of 
the current official business and emoluments of the sev- 
eral officers. 

5th. Whether the necessary actual duties of said offi- 
cers have not, in a good measure, diminished in a cor- 
responding proportion to the diminution of their net 
emoluments. 

6th. What practical checks exist against the im- 
proper expenditure of money for clerk hire and other 
office expenditures, and what are the general rules 
adopted by the Treasury Department in relation thereto. 

7th. Such information, tending to elucidate the sub- 
jects referred to the committee, as you may think proper 
to communicate. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

E. BACON, 


Hon. A. Gatxvatin, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 





Treascry DerartTMENT, 
December 2, 1811. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose the statements of 
emoluments and official expenditures of certain collec- 
tors, required by your letter of 19th ultimo, so far as 
the same are known at the Treasury. 

I do not know the number and salaries of clerks em- 
ployed by the collectors. No otherreturns are required 
from them by law, in that respect, than those which 
have been annually transmitted to Congress. The 
Treasury has no control over, or checks against, the em- 
ployment of a superfluous number of clerks by those 
officers—the only check provided by law being the 
amount of their gross entoluments, out of which they 
must pay their clerks, office rent, fuel, stationery, &c. 
The expense of clerk hire may certainly be diminished 
when there is a great diminution of ‘business; but this 
may decrease more suddenly than it is practicable to 
| dismiss men in your employment. It is so much the 
interest of the collectors to reduce their expenses, when 
their profits are diminished, that it is probable that 
they have all done it as far as they could; but I can- 
not assert the fact of my own knowledge. I am of 
opinion that, under the restrictive laws, the personal 
and actual duties of the collectors have been increased, 
notwithstanding the diminution of business in other 
respects. That the three collectors, whose petitions 
you enclosed, have not, during the period of their servi- 
ces, received a compensation adequate to those services, 
appears to me evident. *How far justice and policy may 
require that an additional allowance shonld be made 
to them on that account, is not a question for me to 
decide. I have the honor to be, &c. 

ALBERT GALLATIN. 

Hon. E. Bacon, Chairman 

Committee of Ways and Means. 





, 
4 
i 
Fy 
e' 
oH 
+ 
4 
: 
iB 
> 
a 
] 
/ 
5 


ee ee ee ee ea 





’ of the resolution which bad been laid upon the 


ewe eee 


























595 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 596 
H. or R. ‘Additional Military Force. Decemser, 1811, 
Tuespay, December 31. House resolved itself into a Committee ot the 


Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the | Whole on the proposed bill. The bill was gone 
Public Lands, presented a bill giving further| through, reported without amendment, read 
time to the purchasers of public lands Northwest | third time, and passed. : 
of the river Ohio to complete their payments; The House then resumed the consideration, in 
which was read twice, and committed to.a Com- | Committee of the Whole, of the bill to raise an 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. additional military force ; when, 

On motion of Mr. Kenr, Mr. Cray (the Speaker) moved to amend the 

Resolved, That the President of the United | bill by the following proviso: 

States be requested to cause to be laid before} “ Previded, however, That officers for eight regi. 
this House information whether tobacco, the | ments only shall be appointed, until three-fourths oj 
growth of the United States, is admitted into | the privates of such eight regiments shall be enlisted, 
Holland, and. if admitted, whether the adminis- | When the officers for the remaining five regiments shall, 
tration; en regie, on that article, as it. exists in | #80, be appointed. : a 

France, extends to Holland and the Hanseatic| Mr. Cuay observed that a difference of opinion 
Towns, and whether the tariff in Holland is the | bad arisen yesterday, whether the additional mil- 
same as that in France. | itary force proposed to be raised ought to be fifteen 

Mr. Kent and Mr. Ormssy were appointed a| thousand, or twenty-five thousand men; not so 
committee to present the said resolution to the | Much, he believed, from a conviction that twenty- 
President. five thousand men would be too many, but from 

An engrossed bill for the revision of former |® dislike to the appointment of officers for the 
confirmations, and. for confirming certain claims | Whole before they would be wanted, so as to have 
to land in the District of Kaskaskia, was read the | 29 army of officers without the requisite num- 
third time, and passed. ber of men for them tocommand. This objec. 

Anengrossed bill providing for the more con- | tion would be obviated by the adoption of this 
venient taking of affidavits and bail in civil'causes }2mendment, for the officers for eight regiments 
depending in the courts of the United. States, was | Would not be more than would be required for 
read the third time, and passed. fifieen thousand men, had the friends of that 

A message from the Senate informed the House | 2Umber carried their point. And, as the whole 
that the Senate have passed a bill “extending the | ‘Wenty-five thousand men could not be got at 
time of certain patents granted to Robert Fulton ;” | 09¢¢, the expense of the officers, whose appoint- 
as also a bill “for the establishment of a Quarter-| ment was proposed to be deferred, would be 
master’s Department ;.to which they desire the | Saved ; and the officers for eight regiments would 
concurrence of this House. be fully sufficient for the reeruiting service. He 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter | hoped, therefore, the amendment would be adopt- 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting | €¢.—Agreed to, 
the estimates of appropriations for the year 1812;| “The Cuairman was,about to put the question 
which were read, and referred to the Committee | 00 the Committee’s rising, when 
of Ways and Means. Mr. Cray (the Speaker) said. that when the 

Mr. Pornvexrer called for the consideration } Subject of this bill was before the House in the 
abstract form of a resolution, proposed by the 
table some days ago, calling upon the President | Committee of Foreign Relations, it was the plea- 
for information whether any negotiation be now | Sure of the House to discuss it while he was io 
pending between the United States and Spain, the Chair. He did not complain of this course of 
or any other Power, respeeting the claim of the peeceeties s for he did not at any time wish the 
United States to that part of the country of which | House, from considerations personal to him, to de- 
possession was.taken by virtue of the President’s | patt, from that mode of transacting the public 
proclamation of October. 1810, &c., which was business which they thought best. He merely 
agreed to, and a committee appointed to wait up- adverted to the. circumstance, as an apology for 
on the President therewith. the trouble he was about to give the age rage 

He was at all times disposed to. take his share o 

ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. responsibility, and, dines this impression, he felt 

The House resolved itself intoa Committee of | that he owed it to, his constituents and to himself, 

the Whole on the bill from the Senate to raise an | before the Committee rose, to submit to their at- 
additional military force; when, | tention a few observations. 

Mr. D. Rw Wittiams moved that the commit-| He saw, with regret, diversity of opinion among 
tee rise, and have leave to sit again, in order to} those who had the’ happiness generally to act to- 
take up the bill from the Senate, authorizing the{ gether, in relation to the quantam of force pro- 
President of the United States to raise certain | posed to be raised. For his part, he thought it 
companies “of rangers for the protection of the | was too great for peace; and, he feared, too small 
frontiers of the United States; as, from informa-| for war. He had been in favor of the number 
tion received, it was probable that this force would | reeommended by the Senate, and he would ask 
be immediately wanted, serious apprehensions be- | gentlemen who had preferred fifteen thousand, to 
ing entertained of renewed hostilities from the | take a candid and dispassionate review of the 
Indian tribes on our frontier. © subject. It was admitted, on all hands, that it was 

.The Committee rose accordingly, and the | a force to be raised for the purposes of war, and 


SS SESS anaes: 





596 
1811, 
f the 
gone 
ad a 


n, in 
€ an 


| the 


regi- 
ths of 
isted, 


shall, 


Dion 
mil- 
fteen 
dt so 
>nty- 
from 
r the 
have 
um: 
bjec- 
“this 
ents 
| for 
that 
nole 
yt at 
pint- 
! be 
ould 
He 
lopt- 


tion 


the 
the 
the 
lea- 
s in 
se of 
the 
» de- 
blic 
rely 
for 
tee. 
» of 
felt 
self, 


597 


Decemser, 1811. 








to be kept up and used only in the event of war. 
It was further conceded that its principal desti- 
nation would be the provinces of ourenemy. By 
the bill, which had been passed, to complete the 
peace establishment, we had authorized the col- 
jection of a force of about six thousand men, ex- 
clusive of those now in servieé, which, with the 
twenty-five thousand provided for by this bill, 
will give an aggregate of new troops of. thirty- 





HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Additional Military Force. 


598 
, Hor R. 











itself into the question merely of a short or pro- 
tracted war, a war of vigor, or a war of languor 
and imbecility. If a competent force be raised, 
in the first instance, the war on the Continent 
will be speedily terminated. He was aware that 
it might still rage on the ocean. But, where the 
nation could act with unquestionable success, he 
was in favor of the display of an energy corre- 
| spondent to the feelings and spirit of the country. 


one thousand men. Experience in military af- | Suppose one-third of the force he had mentioned 
fairs has shown that, when any given number of | (25,000 men) could reduce the country, say in 
men is authorized to be raised, you must in count- | three years,and that the whole could accomplish 
ing upon the effective men which it will produce | the same object in one year, taking into view the 
deduct one-fourth or one-third for desertion, sick- | greater hazard of the revulsion and defeat of the 
ness, and other incidents, to whieh raw troops are |, small force, and every other consideration, do not 
peculiarly exposed. In measures relating to war, wisdom and true economy equally decide in favor 
it is wisest, if you ‘err at all, to err on the side of | of the Jarger force, and thus prevent failure in 
the largest force, and you will consequently put | consequence of inadequate means? He begged 
down your thirty-one thousand men at not more | gentlemen to recollect the immense extent of the 
than an effective force in the field of about twen- | United States; our vast’ maritime frontier, vul- 
ty-one thousand. This, with the four thousand | nerable in almost all its parts to predatory incur- 
now in service, will amount to twenty-five thou- | sions, and he was persuaded they would see that 
sand effective men. The Secretary of War has | a regular force of twenty-five thousand men was 
stated,.in his report, that, for the single purpose of | not much too great, during a period of war, if all 
manning your forts and garrisons on the seaboard, | design of invading the provinces of the enemy 


twelve thousand six hundred men are necessary. 


Although the whole of that number will not be | 


taken from the twenty-five thousand, a portion of 
it probably will be. We are told that, in Canada, 
there are. between seven and eight thousand reg- 
ular troops. If it is invaded, the whole of that 
force will be concentrated in Quebec, and will 
you attempt that almost impregnable fortress 
with less than double the force of the besieged ? 
Gentlemen who calculate upon volunteers as a 
substitute for regulars, ought not to deceive them- 
selves. No man appreciated higher than he did 
the spirit of the country. But, although volun- 
teers were admirably adapted to the first opera- 
tions of the war, to the making of a first impres- 
sion, he doubted their fitness for a regular siege, 
or for the manning and garrisoning of forts. He 
understood it was a rule, in military affairs, never 
to leave in the rear a place of any strength unde- 
fended. Canada is invaded; the upper part falls, 
and you proceed to Quebec. It is true, there 
would be no European enemy behind to be appre- 


| were abandoned. 
Mr. C. proceeded next to examine the nature 
| of the force contemplated by the bill. It was a 
| regular army, enlisted for a limited time, raised 
| for the sole purpose of war, and to be disbanded 
|on the return of peace. Against this army all 
‘our Republican jealousies and apprehensions are 
/ attempted to be excited. He was not the advo- 
cate of standing armies; but the standing armies 
which excite most his fears are those which are 
kept up in time of peace. He confessed he did 
} not perceive any real source of danger in a mili- 
‘tary force of twenty-five thousand men ‘in the 
United States, provided for a state only of war, 
| even supposing it to be corrupted and*its. arms 
‘turned, by the ambition of its leaders, against the 
freedom of the country. He saw abundant se- 
| curity against the success of any such treasonable 
| attempt. The diffusion of political information 
| among the great body of the people constituted 
a powerful safeguard. The American character 
| has been much abused by Europeans, whose tour- 


hended; but the people of the country might | ists, whether on horse or foot, im verse and prose, 
rise; and he warned gentlemen, who imagined | have united in depreciating it. It is true that we 
that the affections of the Canadians were with |-do not exhibit as many signal instances of scien- 
us, against trusting too confidently on a calcula- | tific acquirement in this country as are furnished 
tion, the basis of which was treason. He con-| in the Old World; but he believed it undeniable 
cluded, therefore, that a. portion of the invading | that the great mass of the people possessed more 
army would be distributed in the upper country, | intelligence than any other people on the globe. 
after its conquest, among the places susceptible of | Such a people, consisting of upward of seven 
military strength and defence. The army, con-/ millions, affording a physical power of about a 
siderably reduced, sets itself down before Quebec. | million of men, capable of bearing arms, and ar- 
Suppose it falls? Here again will be requisite a | dently devoted to liberty, could not be subdued 
number of men to hold and defend it. And, if | by an army of 25,000 men. The wide extent of 
the war is prosecuted still farther, and the lower | country over which we are spread was another 
country and Halifax are assailed, he conceived it | security. In otier countries, France and Kogland 
obvious that the whole force of twenty-five thou- | for example, the fall of Paris or London is the fall 
sand men would not be too great: of the nation. Here are no such dangerous ag- 

The difference between those who were for | gregations of people. New York, and Philadel- 
fifteen thousand, and these who were for twenty- | phia, and Boston, and every city on the Atlantic, 
five thousand men, appeared to him to resolve | might be subdued by an usurper, and he would 








i 
4 
4 
; 
. 
| 
| 





599 





HISTORY OF. CONGRESS. 


600 





H. or R. 


=o 


have made but a small advance in the accom- 
plishment of his purpose. He would add a still 
more improbable supposition, that the ‘whole 
country east of the Alleghany was to submit to 
the ambition of some daring chief, and he insist- 
ed, that the liberty of the Union would be still 
unconquered, It would find successful support 
from the West. We aré not only in the situa- 
tion just described, but a great portion of the 
militia—nearly the whole, he understood, of that 
of _Massacliusetts—have arms in their. hands; 
and he trusted in God that that great. object 
would be persevered in until every man in the 
nation could proudly shoulder the musket which 
was to defend his country and himself. A people 
having, besides one General Government, other 
local governments in full operation, capable of 
commanding and exerting great portions of the 
ee power, all of which: must be prostrated 
before our Constitution is subverted. Such a peo- 
ple has nothing to fear from a petty, contemptible 
force of 25,000 regulars. 

Mr. C. proceeded more particularly to inquire 
into the object of the force. That object. he un- 
derstood, to be war, and war with Great Britain. 
It had been supposed, by some gentlemen, impro- 
per to discuss publicly so delicate a question, He 
did not feel the impropriety, It was a subject, in 
its nature, incapable of concealment. Even in 
countries where the powers of Government were 
conducted by a single ruler, it was almost impos- 
sible for that ruler to conceal his intentions when 
he meditates war. The assembling of armies, the 
strengthening of posts, all the movements prepara- 
tory for war, and which it was impossible to dis- 
guise, unfolded the intention of the Sovereign. 
Does Russia or France intend war? the intention 
is almost invariably known before the war is com- 
menced. If Congress were to pass a law, with 
closed doors, for raising an army for the purpose 
of war, its enlistment and organization, which 
could not be done in seeret, would indicate the 
use to which it was to be applied ; and we cannot 
suppose England would be so blind as not to see 
that she wasaimed at. Nor could she, did he ap- 
prehend, injure us more by thus ‘knowing our 
purposes than if she were kept in ignorance of 
them. . She may, indeed, anticipate us, and com- 
mence the war. But that is what she is, in fact, 
doing, and she ean add: but little to the injury 
which she is inflicting. If she choose to declare 


war in form, let her do so, the responsibility will 
be with her. 
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nomination, we lose annually, in revenue only 
ten millions of dollars. Gentlemen will say, re. 
peal the law of non-importation, He contended 
that, if the United States were capable of thar 
perfidy, the revenue would not be restored to its 
formerstate, the Orders im Couneil contiouing, 
Without an export trade, which those orders pre- 
vent, inevitable ruin would ensue, if we imported 
as freely as we-did-prior to the embargo. A na. 
tion that carries'on an import trade without ay 
export trade to support it, must, in the end, beas 
ceriainly bankrupt, as the individual would be. 
who incurred an annual expenditure, without ap 
income. 

He had no disposition to swell, or dwell upon 
the catalogue of injuries from England. He 
could not, however, overlook the impressment of 
our seamen; an aggression upon which he never 
reflected without feelings of indignation, which 
would not allow him appropriate language to de- 
scribe its enormity. Not content with seizing 
upon ail our property, which falls within her ra- 
pacious grasp, the personal rights of our country- 
men—rights which.forever ought to be sacred, are 
trampled upon and violated. The Orders in 
Council were pretended to have been rejuctanily 
adopted as a measure of retaliation. The French 
decrees, their alleged basis, are revoked. England 
resorts to the expedient of denying the fact of 
the revocation, and Sir William Scott, in the cel- 
ebrated case of the Fox and others, suspends judg- 
ment that proof may be adduced of it. And, at 
the moment when the British Ministry through 
that judge, is thus affecting to controvert that 
fact, and to place the release of our property upon 
its establishment, instructions are prepared for Mr. 
Foster to meet at Washington the very revoca- 
tion which they were contesting. And how does 
he meet it? By fulfilling the engagement sol- 
emnly made to rescind the orders? No, sir, but 
by demanding that we shall secure the introduc- 
tion into the Continent’of British manufactures. 
England is said to be fighting for the world, and 
shall we. it is asked, attempt to weaken her exer- 
tions? If, indeed, the aim of the French Empe- 
ror be universal dominion (and he was willing to 
allow it to the argument.) what a noble cause is 
we ne to British valor. But, how is her phi- 
anthropic purpose to be achieved? By scrupu- 
lous observance of the rights of others ; by respect- 
ing that code of public law, which ‘she professes 
to vindicate, and by abstaining from self-aggran- 
dizement. Then would she command the sym- 


What are we to gain by war, has been emphat-| pathies of the world. What are we required to 
ically asked? In reply, he would ask, what are | do by those who would engage our feelings and 
we not to lose by peace ?—commerce, character, a | wishes in her behalf? To bear the actual cuffs 
nation’s best treasure, honor! If pecuniary con-| of her arrogance, that we may escape a chimeri- 
siderations alone are to govern, there is sufficient | cal French subjugation! We are invited, con- 


motive forthe war. Our revenue is reduced, by 
the operation of the belligerent edicts, to about 
six million of dollars, according to the Secretary 
of the Treasury’s report. The year preceding the 
embargo, it was sixteen. Take away the Orders 
in Council, it will again mount upto sixteen mil- 
lions. By continuing, therefore, in peace, if the 
mongrel state in which we are deserve that de- 


jured to drink the potion of British poison actu- 
ally presented to our lips, that we may avoid the 
imperial dose prepared by perturbed imaginations. 
We are called upon to submit to debasement, dis- 
honor, and disgrace—to bow the neck to royal 
insolence, as a course of preparation for manly 
résistance to Gallic invasion! What nation, what 
individual was ever taught, in the schools of igno- 
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minious submission, the patriotic lessons of free- 
dom and independence? Let those who contend 
for this humiliating doctrine, read its refatation 


satiable thirst of dominion we are warned. The 
experience of desolated, Spain, for the last fifteen 
years, is worth volumes. Did she find her repose 
and safety in subserviency to the will of that 
man? Had she boldly stood forth and repelled 
the first attempt to dictate to her Councils, her 
Monarch would not now bea miserable captive 
at Marseilles. Let us come home to our own 
history. It was not. by submission that our fa- 
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sisted chiefly of luxuries from the West Indies. 
It is apparent that this trade, the balance of 
which was in favor, not of France, but,of the 


to the enemy of England. Would she, therefore, 
for the sole purpose of depriving her adversary 
of this commerce, relinquish her valuable trade 
with this country, exhibiting the essential balanee 
in her favor—nay, more; hazard the peace of the 
eountry ? No, sir, you must look for an expla- 
nation of her conduct in the jealousies of a rival. 
She sickens at your prosperity, and beholds in 
your growth—your sails spread on every ocean, 


in the history of the very man against whose in- United States, was not of very vital consequence 


thers achieved our independence. The patriotic | and your numerous seamen—the foundations of a 
wisdom that placed you, Mr. Chairman, said Mr. | Power which, at no very distant day, is to make 
C., under that canopy, penetrated the designs of | her tremble for naval superiority. He had omit- 
a corrupt Ministry, and nobly fronted encroach- | ted before to notice the loss of our seamen, if we 
ment on its first appearance. It saw beyond the | continued in our present situation. What would 
petty taxes, with which it commenced, a long | become of the one hundred thousand, (for he un- 
train of oppressive measures terminating in the | derstood there was about that number) in the 
total annihilation of liberty ; and, contemptible | American service? Would they not leave us 


as they were, did not hesitate to resist them, 
Take the experience of the lest four or five years, 
and which, he was sdrry to say, exhibited in ap- 
pearance, at least, a different kind of spirit. He 
did not wish to view the past further than fo guide 
us for the future. We were but yesterday con- 
tending for the indirect trade—the right to export 
to Europe the coffee and sugar of the West In- 
dies. ‘To-day we are asserting our claim to the 


direct trade—the’right to export our cotton, to- | 


bacco, and other domestic produce to market. 
Yield this point, and to-morrow intercourse be- 
tween New Orleansand New York—between the 
planters on James river and Richmond, will be 
interdicted. For, sir, the career of encroachment 
is never arrested by submission. It will advance 
while there remains a single privilege on which 
it can operate. Gentlemen say that this Govern- 
ment is unfit for any war, but a war of invasion. 
What, is it not equivalent to invasion, if the 
mouths of our harbors and outlets are blocked 
up, and we are denied egress from our own wa- 
ters? Or, when the burglar is at our door, shall 
we bravely sally forth and repel his felonious 
entrance, or meanly skulk within the cells of the 
castle ? 

He contended that the real cause of British 
aggression, was not to distress an enemy but to 
destroy arival. A comparative view of our com- 
merce with England and the continent, would 
satisfy any. one of the truth of this remark. Prior 
to the embargo, the balance of trade between this 
country and England, was between eleven and 
fifteen millions of dollars in favor of England. 
Our consumption of her manufactures was annu- 
ally increasing, and had risen to nearly $50,000,000. 
We exported to her what she most wanted, provi- 
sions and raw materials for her manufactures, and 
received in return what she was most desirous to 
sell, Our exports to France, Holland, Spain, and 
Italy, taking an average of the years 1902, 3, and 
4, amounted to about $12,000,000 of domestic, and 
about $18,000,000 of foreign produce. Our im- 
ports from the same countries amounted to about 
$25,000,000. The foreign produce exported con- 


and seek employment abroad, perhaps in the very 
country that injures us? 

| It is said, that the effect of the war at home will 
| be a change of those who administer the Govern- 
| ment, who-will be replaced by others that will 
| make a disgraceful peace. He did not believe it. 
| Not a man in the nation could really doubt the 
| sincerity with which those in power have sought, 
} 





by all honorable, pacific means, to protect the in- 
terests of the country. Whem the people saw 
| exercised towards both belligerents, the utmost 
| impartiality; witnessed the same equal terms 
| tendered to both; and beheld the Government 
| successively embracing an accommodation with 
| each in exactly the same spirit of amity, he was 
| fully persuaded, now that war was the only al- 
| ternative left to us by the injustice of one of the 
| Powers, that the support and confidence of the 
people would remain undiminished. He was 
one, however, who was prepared (and he would 
not believe that he was more’so than every other 
member of the Committee) to march on in the 
road of his duty, at all hazards. Woat! shall it 
be said that our amor patria is located at these 
desks—that we pusillanimously cling to our seats 
here, rather than boldly vindicate the most ines- 
| timable rights of the country ? Whilst the heroic 
| Daviess and his gallant associates, exposed to all 
the perils of treacherous savage warfare, are sa- 
crificing themselves for the good of their country, 
shall we sbrink from our duty ? 

Mr. C. concluded, by hoping that his remarks 
had tended to prove that the quantum of the force 
was not too great—that in its nature it was free 
from the objections urged against it, and that the 
object of its application was one imperiously 
called for by the crisis. 

Mr. Winaery said, there was no disagreement 
| of opinion in the House about asserting the rights 
| of the country; gentlemen disagreed only as to the 
mode of doing it. He was sorry that the gentle- 
man who had just made so handsome an address 
on the subject before the Committee, had not cast 
a single glance at the volunteer corps, which 
was yesterday under consideration. The militia 
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of this country, he said, had heretofore been con- | there is a motion made for the Committee to rise 


sidered as the great bulwark of our defence; and 
it was still so considered in the Eastern States. 
The militia of that part of the Union were al- 
ways ready to perform any service to whieh they 
might be called. They are an army of them- 
selves. oar are not, like the militia in some 
other parts of the country, called out to exercise 
with cornstalks. Every man has his musket in 
good order, and the service of a militiaman is 
there considered an honorable service. For him- 
self, he was im favor of raising volunteer corps, 
in preference to regulars, and he knew not why 
that bill had been laid aside to take up this. He 
knew they would be much more easily raised. 
On being properly addressed, by a beloved officer, 
he had no doubt that one half or three-fourths of 
many regiments would offer their services as 
volunteers ; but, if that officer went among the 
same men in the character of an officer of the 
new army, he would not be able to get ten men. 
He was opposed, at all events, to the passing.of a 
bili for raising a large army ; for he believed as 
many men would be got by an act for raising six 
or ten thousand men, as by one for raising twen- 
ty-five thousand. 
The honorable Speaker had said, that if the 
towns of Philadelphia, New York and Boston, 
were to be captured by the enemy, that liberty 
would still remain. But where? On the rear, 
he supposed. God deliver him from such liberty. 
There was no necessity, said Mr. W., for all this 
trouble about raising a regular army for taking 
Canada. The militia of the New England States 
only wanted authority to do the business—give 
the word of command, said he, and the thing will 
be done. If the bill before the House was passed, 
there would be no difficulty in getting the offi- 
cers; but the ship’s crew would not be so easily 
come at. He was against relying upon regulars 
for protection ; if this was to be the reliance, he 
should want his property insured. We may, said 
he, get ourselves into a war fever here, and pass 
a law for raising a large regular army, but he 
would sooner depend upon volunteers—the mili- 
tia of the country. Mr. W. read statements to 
show the support which the New England States 
afforded in the Revolution, and concluded with 
observing, that the strength of the country lay in 
the New England States. When difficulties 
come, said Mr. W., the militia will be called 
upon; and it might be well to let them know 
now, that they are not forgotten. But, for his 
part, though gentlemen talked much about war, 
he did not expect the country would get to war. 
We shall find gentlemen voting for this bill, who 
will not vote for going to war. We are not at 
present in a state of war, and there is a bare pos- 
sibility we may still escape it. He was, however, 
willing to raise fifteen thousand regulars, and 
rely upon volunteers and militia for the rest ; and 
in addition to their pay, he was willing to give 
our citizens, who should thus engage to fight our 
battles, a liberal bounty in land. We had: plenty 
of it, and it could not be better disposed of. 
Mr. Boyp.—Mr. Chairman, I understand that 


and report the bill to the House. If it be in order. 
I have some observations to make to the Com. 
mittee before thatis done. I do not perceive that 
there is any necessity for such haste; it is an old 
proverb, that in the multitude of council there js 
safety. The gentleman who has just sat down 
(Mr. Cray) has asked a number of questions, and 
called on gentlemen to answer them. Amonz 
other things, if I have rightly understood him, he 
asks what we have to lese by war, and what we 
have to gain by peace? These questions I will 
try to answer; but, before I do so, I will say that 
he has given us‘a flow of eloquence and anima- 
tidn seldom equalled, and stated facts and truths 
not to be denied or gainsaid. I understand him 
to say, that the number of men proposed by the 
bill was too few for war, and too many for peace; 
but, withal, showing the absolute propriety of 
war. Mr. Chairman, the war spirit is high; per- 
haps it will not be amiss to infuse a little caution 
into it. It is contended that we must have war. 
But will it not be advisable for us to see where 
we can operate so as to secure the end proposed? 
Short of this, you do nothing. You spend your 
blood and treasure to no purpose. I will ask, 
where will you operate on that Power so as to 
effect your purpose—a ‘repeal of her Orders in 
Council? Not on the high seas? If there, with 
what force? Your six or ten frigates, and some 
gunboats? No, sir; itis confessed on all sides 
that there she is superior. Well, but we will 
make her feel; we will march to Canada; reduce 
the Canadas and Halifax, and drive her from the 
Continent. Is it not proper to inquire, when you 
are raising an army for such purposes, to know 
what number would be sufficient? Some gentle- 
men have told me three thousand ; some say ten; 
some fifteen; some twenty-five; some fifty thou- 
sand. Be itso; you have the men to raise, clothe, 
and march. IJ-will ask, can it be done in secret, 
or in six months? Surely not. What will your 
enemy be doing all that time? Will she look on 
quietly, and make no resistance ? Is victory sure; 
and, if it was, would that procure the end for 
which you contend? Notatall. You acknow- 
ledge that the wrongs are committed on the 
high seas; and will you bring her to terms by an 
attack of her provinces by Tand ? But you are 
to show the spirit of the nation by retaliation. 
Would to God it was in our power;'‘there is no 
man feels more indignant at her multiplied wrongs 
oa our lawful commerce than I do; but but the 
question returns, where shall we find our remedy? 
Lanswer, not in the conquest of the Canadas. | 
will suppose your army marched ; Upper Canada 
taken ; you arrive at the walls of Quebec, and 
you should be defeated—and that is at least pos- 
sible+how, then, are you situated? Regular 
troops in your rear, Canadians in your front, In- 
dians on your wings, where or how will you per- 
form a retreat? ‘You could not go forward, and 
you cannot get back; and, if you could, must not 
your enemies cross the line into our territory ? 
Will they respect the line from your example ? 
How, then, stands the situation of our States of 
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New Hampshire, Vermont, New York, and the 
whole range of our Northwest frontier from Que- 
bec to the Mississippi? Sir, it is painful in the 
extreme for me to say these things, and [ do it 
with reluctance; but, in my conscjence, I con- 
ceive it to be an imperious duty to warn my 
countrymen to look at consequences. But, it is 
contended that there is no medium between war 
or ignominious submission. I think far other- 
wise. [am no submission man. I was not so in 
the Revolutionary war, and I think I am net so 
now. I opposed the British then with the great- 
est energy that I was master of, and I would do 
so at this time; but here the question returns, 
what is proper? Not the measures that we are 
about to adopt. If my enemy cuts my finger, am 
J, in order to show my spirit, to plunge a dagger 
into his bosom ? No, sir; | am no’such duellist. 
Adhere to the measures that are proposed, and 
you do so to our country ;. and I cannot have the 
most distant expectation that they will procure 
the thing contended for ; nor can | believe that it 
can enter into the head of any'member of this 
Committee that it will. No, sir; there must be 
something hollow somewhere; where, 1 cannot 
tell; you are to have an army of officers, not men, 
as it was in the Revolutionary war; for some of 
the States, at particular times, had hardly men 
enough to make waiters for the officers, to ride 
behind them about the country; though I do not 
compare those times with the present, or what we 
are.now about. Sir, it is an easy thing to show 
our valor and spirit in this gilded Hall; but, take 
my word for it, that five years expensive war will 
cool that spirit. At one time we take the Cana- 
das, with a few meu, in a single campaign ; and, 
at another, we hear of five years protracted war 
Five years protracted war! Spending twenty o 
thirty millions per annum, for what? The liber- 
ty of exporting, without interruption, our surplus 
yroduce, which is Our natural right. Granted. 
But will not war prevent that export and operate 
asan embargo? Where or how will you export 
during the continuance of the war? We now 
export to the amount of many millions, and im- 
ort so as to have ten or twelve millions revenue. 
here or what will be your revenue in the time 
of your war embargo for five years? Your peo- 
ple, in that situation, cannot pay a direct tax to 
feed and clothe your army. ‘They will begin to 
inquire what all this is for? Contracting one 
hundred millions of debt. If our spirits are high, 
the people’s will be cooled down. Sir, I am 
afraid that we are about to sap the foundations 
of our happy Government. 

Sir, [ will state another case. Suppose your 
fifty thousand men in Canada, and the British 
send five or six ships of the line, with five or six 
thousand troops on board, and land them in the 
Floridas, Amelia Island, or some parts of Georgia, 
how would you repel them? Draw back your 
troops and march them to the South? Before 
you could do that one of the States might be 
overrun and plundered. Let us turn our eyes to 
Europe, and see what is transacting there, by way 
of contrast. The French Emperor, with seventy 
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millions of people, rich in resources, with a con- 
siderable naval force, and absolute dictator, has 
he, with all his force, been able to cause England 
to repeal her paper blockade or Orders in Coun- 
cil? . On the other hand, has Great Britain, with 
the aid of the Northern Powers, been able to sub- 
due France? Has she, by her superior naval 
strength, been able to make France repeal her de- 
crees? No. And will you, whilst she possesses 
twelve millions of population, with a naval force 
that governs the seas, reduce her to our terms by 
such force as we possess? No, sir; the thing Is 
preposterous. Her interest it is that must make 
her do us justice; and [ trust that it will, if we 
act wisely. Submission, submission, is the word 
that is to work us up to a frenzy. How have 
we submitted? Have we not contended for our 
right, by negotiation, these five years past? What 
right have we relinquished? None. Has she 
said that we demanded an unjust thing? No; 
her answer is, that in her desperate conflict. she 
cannot. The embargo and non-intercourse are 
now called submission, Did they not bring Great 
Britain to form an arrangement, acknowledging 
our right, through the medium of Mr. Erskine; 
and do we not know that he had power so to do? 
They have impressed our seamen, and they must 
be relieved. Well, and how is this to be done? 
By taking Canada and by our privateers. If 
there is war, there. will be fighting; and, whilst 
they are strongest at sea, the presumption is, that 
they will take more than we shall. Sir, let me 
state, that for ten years past, deduct all your 
losses, and then we have reserved more for our 
| produce than we should have done had Europe 
been in peace, and we had enjoyed all our rights. 
Another idea strikes me. If our enemy is in the 
North, the merchant at Georgetown or Alexan- 
dria has a thousand barrels of beef, or pork, or 
flour—so soon as there is war, the price of pro- 
visions will be doubled in Europe. He clears out 
for New York; so soon as he is out, he is blown 
off; your enemy fed ; the priee of rations doubled 
on us; you will have to pay as high for every 
ration as it will command abroad. The honora- 
ble Speaker has gone far, indeed, in his zeal for 
rights. He has said, let the enemy seize and lay 
New York, Philadelphia, and Boston in ashes; 
nay, let them overrun the whole country east of 
the Alleghany, and liberty would retire to the 
West, and live and flourish there. It may be so, 
but it is too high a price for me; I have no ineli- 
nation of going there; and it would be poor con- 
solation to me, after everything that was near 
and dear to me and my people were destroyed. 
Sir, we have a Chief Magistrate, and I have full 
confidence in him. He is chosen bya population 
of seven millions of people; he has asked or re- 
commended ten thousand men to be raised; that 
number | will vote for, and not higher, at this 
time. These short observations I have conceived 
it to be my duty to make. 
The Committee rose and reported the bill, with 
amendments; but the usual hour of adjournment 
haviog arrived, the House declined taking-up the 
report. 
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Wepnespay, January 1, 1812, 


Mr. Jennines presented a petition of the Le- 
gislature of the Indiana Territory, praying that 
the inhabitants of that Territory may be author- 
ized and empowered to eleet the sheriffs of their 
respective counties.—Referred to the Committee 
of the Whole. 
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Mr. Smicie observed that it had been custom. 
ary heretofore for the two Houses to pay their 
respects to the President of the United States on 


| the first day of the new year; and. the hour for 
| doing this having arrived, he moved that the 


House adjourm 
The yeas and nays were called on this mo- 


Mr. JenninGs, also, presented another petition | pe they were taken, and the question was lost, 


of the Legislature of the Indiana Territory, pray- 
ing that the said ‘l'erritory may be erected into a 
separate and independent State, and that such 
State may be admitted into the Union on an 
equal footing with the original States.—Referred 
to a select committee. 

Mr. Jennines, Mr. Jounson, Mr. Ruea, Mr. 
Roane, Mr. Reep, Mr. Lacock, and Mr. Daven- 
PORT, Were appointed the committee. 

Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
petition of sundry inhabitants of Washington 
county, west of Rock Creek, presented a bill con- 
cerning the Levy Court of Washington county, 
in the District of Columbia; which was read 
twiee, and committed to a Committee of ‘the 
Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Macon presented resolutions of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of North Carolina, 
approbatory of the sentiments contained in the 
President’s Message to Congress at the com- 
mencement of the present session, and declaring 
that the evils which the nation has endured-have 
arisen wholly from the unprincipled conduct of 
the European belligerents, and that they will 
support the General Government in such meas- 
ures as may be adopted to promote the interest 
and secure the union, liberty, and independence 
of the United States; which were read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid before the House the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Navy, of the ap- 
plication of the moneys drawn from the Treasury 
for the use of the Navy Department for the last 
year.—Referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr, Mircuitt wished to make a motion rela- 
tive to the settlement of estates of certain per- 
sons, under the act, now expired, for establishing 
a uniform system of bankruptcy. Owing to the 
repeal of that law, though a provision was made 
in the repealing act for cases not then fully com- 
pleted under the bankrupt act, certain difficulties 
had arisen, which he believed it would require a 
supplementary act to adjust. Mr. M. stated that 
there were some cases within his knowledge, in 
which some very important estates could not be 
settled without some further provision being 
made by law. He, therefore, moved the follow- 
ing resolation, which was adopted. and a com- 
mittee of three members appointed to: make the 
inquiry: 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire whether any, and what, provision ought to be 
made by law for the relief of creditors under the act 
for establishing an uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States and that they be author- 
ized to report by bill or otherwise.” 


to 50. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


The order of the day being called for, the House 
took up the amendments of the Committee of the 
Whole to the bill from the Senate for-raising ag 
additional military force. 


Having come to the amendment which pro. 
posed that the officers for eight regiments only 
should be appointed, until three-fourths of the 
men were enlisted, 

Mr. Burwe.u moved to amend ‘the amendment 
by striking out the words “eight regiments,” and 
inserting “ six.” 

Mr. Waicut hoped this amendment would no: 
prevail. He considered this asa war measure, 
and if we were to economize in this way at the 
commencement of the business, he should not 
calculate upon our aeting with effect. Our coun- 
try was too important, and our rights too sacred, 
to be frittering down measures for their defence in 
the manner proposed. In proportion, said he, as 
the commissioned officers are appointed will the 
recruiting progress. These officers will inspire 
the people, in the several parts of the country 
from which they may be taken, with a military 
spirit; which will induce them to enlist into the 
service. He liked the bill better before it had 
received its present limitation as to the appoint- 
ment of the officers; but, as the Committee had 
agreed thus to amend the bill, he did not wish to 
stir the subject again. He hoped, however, the 
reduction would not be carried any further. 

Mr. Burwe ct observed that the gentleman from 
Maryland had called upon the House not to con- 
sent, from motives of economy, to fritter away 
our measures of defence. If, said Mr. B., the 
House should determine to appoint all the offi- 
cers, as at first proposed, I shall be ready to go 
with that gentleman, and others, as far as practi- 
cable. But, he thought, there was a great differ- 
ence between expending the public money use- 
lessly, and in such way as to obtain the object iu 
view at the least expense. But, the gentleman 
says that, if all the officers are appointed at once, 
the ranks will be much sooner filled than in the 
way proposed by this amendment. How, said 
Mr. B., can this be shown? It is well known 
that these officers will do nothing towards raising 
the men, and the President can at any time ap- 
point them when they may be wanted. He had 
not made this motion to diminish the effect of 
the bill, (for he believed the men would be ob- 
tained as soon without these officers as with them, ) 
but in order to make the bill more palatable to 
many gentlemen who at present object to it on 
the score of expense. If the twenty-five thou- 
sand men could be raised by enacting the law, 
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there would be propriety in appointing the offi- 
cers at once ; but no man can believethat four or 
five thousand men will be enlisted in four or five 
montlis; and, as the President will have the pow- 
er to appoint the officers whenever they shall be 
wanted, no inconvenience can arise from defer- 
ring the appointments till’that time. And it is, 
besides, probable that the President will have it in 
his power to make better appointments then than 
now. from having more time in which to make 
the proper selection of characters for the purpose. 
It ought to be recollected that one-third of the 
expense of the om of this army, goes to the 
payment of its officers, and if they were to be 


country. 

On the subject of economy, Mr. B. said, while 
we took measures for raising a force adequate to 
the purposes we had in view, care ought to be 
taken that no money is unnecessarily expended. 
The raising of fands would put the country to 
some difficulty, but he had no doubt the expense 
would be cheerfully met by the people, when they 
see that no unnecessary expeuse is incurred. 

After a few words from Mr. Wricur, the 
amendment was carried, ‘there being fifty-seven 
members in favor of it. 

Mr. Netson sajd he did not wish to throw any 
embarrassment in the way of raising the army 
proposed, but he believed that it would be un- 
necessary.at the commencement of the business 
to appoint all the officers now contemplated. It 
was well known that the efiicient officers in rats- 
ing troops are the captains and subalterns. The 
field officers being of no use until the men are 
raised, it might be well to defer their appoiat- 
ment until thattime. He moved, therefore, to 


“That so many of the officers shall be commissioned 
at first, and so on from time to time, as the Executive 
may believe necessary for raising the troops.”’ 

The Speaker declared this motion not in order, 
at present, but that, when the amendments were 
gone through, and the bill was before the House, 
the gentleman from Virginia would have an op- 
portunity of introducing it. 

Another motion was made to adjourn, and the 
yeas and nays called upon it.—Lost by a larger 
majority than before. 

All the amendments having been considered, 
and others introduced, the question recurred on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing; but, several members expressing a desire to 
see the bill, as amended, printed, before they gave 
a vote upon it,a motion was carried for it to li¢ 
on the table, in order to make way for another te 
have it printed, which was accordingly made and 
carried.— Adjourned. 





Tuurspay, January 2. 


The Speaker announced a bill from the Sen- 
ate extending the time of certain patents granted 
to Robert Fulton, which was twice read, and com- 
mitted; though not without some objections. 
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Mr. ALsron stated it to be a very extraordinary; 








thing that an application should be made for an, 
extension of a patent which had not been granted 
more than two years. 
Mr. Mrrcuaitt, in favor of the extension, the bill 
was suffered to take the usual course. 


After some remarks from: 


Mr. Wricurt called up for consideration a res- 


olution which he had laid upon the table some 
days ago, proposing the appointment of a commit- 
tee to bring in a bill for the protection, recovery, 
and indemnification of American seamen. It 
was accordingly taken up, agreed to, and a com- 
mittee of five members appointed, viz: Mr. 
Weaicur, Mr. Baker, Mr. Pirer, Mr. TALimange, 
and Mr. Srurces. 


Mr. McKee stated to the House, that as Chair- 


man of the Committee on Indian Affairs, he had 
received a letter from the Secretary of War ona 
subject which did not come properly before that 
committee, but belonged to the Committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures. 
plains of the want of goods proper for the Indian 
Department, and suggests the propriety of making 
an exception in the non-importation law in favor 
of these goods. 
this letter, offered the following resolution, which, 
with the letterof the Secretary of War, he wish- 
ed might, for the present, lie upon the table, un- 
til members shall have had an opportunity of 
considering the subject: 


This letter com- 


Mr. McKeas, in conformity with 


“ Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce and 


Manufactures be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of authorizing, by law, the introduction into the 
United States of such foreign goods as may be neces- 
sary for the usual supply of the Indian Department.” 


Ordered to lie vn the table. 
Mr. BasserT wished to make a motion on the 


subject of a claim which had been before Con- 
gress for twenty-four years, and which, therefore, 
ought to be decided upon. 
doubt, had attended the investigation; but, ne- 
vertheless, if the claim be a just one, it ought to 
be allowed, or, if otherwise, rejected. 
obtain this object, he proposed the following res- 
olution: 


Much difficulty, no 


In order to 


“« Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of referring the 
claim of Beaumarchais’ heirs to some court of the 


United States, in form of a case agreed between the 
Attorney General and the agent of the said claim, or 
in such other form.as may be agreed on by the Attor- 
ney General and the said agent.” 


After some objections from Messrs. Fisk, Pir- 
KIN, Quincy, and Aston, the resolution was 
negatived. It was stated to be a novel proced- 
ure; that if this claim were to take the proposed 
direction, there were hundreds of others might 
follow it. It was hoped that Congress would 
never send any claim made upon the Govern- 
ment to be decided in her courts. This, said Mr. 
Aston, “ would be throwing the independence 
of the country at the feet of the Judiciary.” This 
claim, though it appeared in the name of an indi- 
vidual, it was.stated was more in the nature of 
a claim of the French Government upon the 
Government of this county, than an individua 
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claim. The Committee of Claims, at all events, 
ought to come toa decision upon this subject, 
without attempting. to remove the settlement to 
any other tribunal. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE, 


The House then took up the order of the day, 
which was the bill from the Senate to raise an 
additional military'force. 

Mr. Wricut moved to amend the bill, by add- 
ing thereto a new section, providing “that the 
‘ officers appointed by virtue of this act shall, 
‘ respectively, receive their commissions during 
“such term only us the President of the United 
‘ States shall deem necessary ;‘and it shall be the 
‘ duty of the President to discharge such officers 
‘ whenever ‘their services are no longer wanted. 
‘ And that no general, field or staff officer, who 
* may be appointed under this act, shall -be entitled 
‘to receive any pay or emolument until called 
‘ into actual service, nor for any longer time than 
‘he shall remain therein.” 

This amendment was carried, there being sixty- 
nine memibers in favor of it. 

Mr. Biss. moved further to amend the bill, by 
adding tothe end of the first section, to the words 








Additional Military Force. 





——— 


' 
} 








wished to place this responsibility upon them, as 
being the best judges of the quality of men re. 
quisite for accomplishing the object in view. 

. Mr.Grunpy had not intended to take any part 
in this discussion; but, when ‘he saw an attempt 
made which he thought went to sacrifice the best 
interests of his country, he could not help raising 
his Voice against it; and if he stood alone in the 
opposition, he should be proud of his singularity. 
The Constitution, said’ Mr. G., has divided the 
powers of the Government into different depart. 
ments, and each ought to perform the duties allot- 
ted to it. It is made the duty of Congress to 
declare war and raise armies. But, if this amend- 
ment be agreed to, the President will have the 
power of speaking armies into existence, and 
again of speaking them out of existence. The 
peace of the country will be placed in the power 
of an individual. We have, said he, full confi- 
dence in the present Chief Magistrate; but the 
lime may come, when’ we shal be unwilling to 
place this power in the person filling the office of 
the President of the United States. We oughi, 
therefore, to be careful how we make precedents 
of so dangerous a nature. He had always thought 
it one of the strongest ‘objections to Mr. Adams's 


which provide that after three-fourths of the pri- | Administration, that so much power was con- 


vates. requisite to complete six regiments have | stantly given to the Executive. 


Indeed, if he 


been enlisted, the commissioned officers-for the | had any objection to our excellent Constitution, i: 
remaining seven regiments shall be appointed, ; was.on account of the very great powers placed 
“unless circumstances shall, in the opinion of | in the Executive. 


‘the President, render the appointment of officers 
‘to the seven regiments, or.any part thereof, un- 
‘necessary ; in which event, he shall determine 
‘ what part shall be appointed.” 

Mr. Smicte said, that if this amendment were 
agreed to, he would vote for the bill, otherwise 
he could not. He had himself prepared an 
amendment to the same.effect. He had been in 
favor of raising ten thousand men, in conformity 
with the recommendation of the Executive ; but, 
for the sake of unanimity in the Committee of 
Foreign Relations, he had consented, contrary 
to his judgment, to raise fifteen thousand. But 
there was a majority of Congress, it appeared, in 
favor of raising twenty-five thousand men. Nor, 
uatil to day, had there been any disposition shown 
to depart from that number. 


| 


Mr. G. said, he was opposed to this amendment 
onanotherground. He-was against throwing the 


| responsibility which ought to remain with Con- 
| gress upon the President. If war is to be made, we 


Now, an amend- | 


ought to make it; and-if it be our business to make 
war, it is our bu-iness to raise armies. We are 
the best judges of the kiad of force which it is fit- 
ting to employ. But if we go on in this way, put- 
ting everything on the Executive, what kind o/ 
a farce shall -we exhibit to the world! The Sen- 
ate have thrown an army upon us, and we are 
about to throw it upon the President, and then 
we shall be just where we begun. Conceiving 
that Congress is the proper power to act on this 
subject, he should vote against all propositions 
which went to shift the responsibility from those 
who ought to bear it; and that he might have an 


ment is proposed, leaving it discretionary with | opportunity of showing his vote oo this Occasion, 
the President to raise the additional number of ‘he called tor the yeas and nays upon the question. 


men, if circumstances should be such as to re- 
quire them. He was willing to confide this pow- 
er with the President, but farther than this, he 
was not willing to go. ° 

~ Mr. Bisp would give a single reason only in 
favor of his amendment. It is the province of 
Congress to declare war; and whenever this body 
has agreed upon the object for which a military 
force shall be employed, it becomes their duty to 
call upon the Executive, or Secretary of War, 
for in 
to be raised. By adopting the proposed amend- 
ment, six regiments will be immediately raised in 
addition to our present military force, and we put 
it in the power of the Executive to raise seven 
more regiments, if they deem it necessary. He 





The yeas and’nays were taken aecordingly, as 
folldws: 

Yras—Exzekiel Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, William W. 
Bibb, William Blackledge; Harmanus Bleecker, Tho- 
mas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, Ro- 
bert Brown, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epa- 

roditus Champion, Matthew Clay, Lewis Condit, 

illiam Crawford, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas R. Gold, 
Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. 


rmation as to the number of men requisite Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyne- 


man, Richard Jackson, jun., Richard M. Johnson, 
Joseph Kent, William R. King, Aaron Lyle, George 
C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel! 
McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Anthony 
New, Thomas Newbold, Stephen Ormsby, William 
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Paulding, jun.. Israel Pickens, William Piper, Benja- 
min Pond, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebe- 
nezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George 
Smith, William Strong, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, 
Robert Whitehill, Wm. Widgery, and Robert Wright 
—57. 

Nays—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Stevenson Archer, Daniel Avery, John Baker, David 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brig- 
ham, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, James 
Cochran, John Clopton, John Davenport, jun., Roger 
Davis, John Dawson, William Ely, James Emmott, 
James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, Felix Grun- 
dy, Philip B, Key, Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Jo- 
seph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jun., Peter Little, Wil- 
liam Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, 
Alexander McKim, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Mor- 
row, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas 
Newton, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Peter 
B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William 
Reed, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, 


William Rodman, Thomas Sammons, John Sevier, | 


Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Phi- 
lip Stuart, Silas Stow,. Lewis B. Sturges, Gedrge 
Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Peleg Tallman, George M. 
Troup, Charles Turner, jun:, Pierre Van Cortlandt, 


jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, David R. Wil- fords acomfortable retreat from starvation. 


liams, Thomas Wilson, and Richard Winn—66. 
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appeal to every member who hears me to support 
my assertion, that no man in the United States, 
who is industrious, is under the necessity of en- 
listing for that purpose. Labor is well paid for ; 
those who are obliged to labor for hire are well 
paid and well fed. They are under no necessity 
of enlisting to obtain a liveliaood, and few of them 
will do it of choice. I know that men, very 
worthless at home, have, under military discip- 
line, become excellent soldiers. But these are 
very few in number, and probably most of them 
already engaged; and we know they have not 
filled the ranks of our present Army. 

The nations of Europe, with whom we have 
relations, are otherwise situated. At all times 
there, they have thousands who find great diffi- 
culty in earning their bread, and who, with their 
families, live of a very scanty and uncertain 
maintenance... But, when wat commences, the 
manufgctories and usual channels of commerce 
are deranged: and, by this means, thousands of 
men are thrown out of .employment, who are 
unfit for any other busines but that small branch 
of mechanical labor to which they bad been ac- 
customed.. To these, enlistment in the 7 af- 

ap- 


| pily,.the United States have no such class of 


Mr. Smitie moved to add the following words | society. 


to the end of the first section of the bill, “if in | 


Mr. Speaker, L hope that these observations will 


the opinioh of the President the public service | not. be considered as intended to cool our ardor in 
shall require such appointments to be made.” | procuring redress for the wrongs we have suffered. 

Mr. Finptey—Mr. Speaker, | have voted for | They are intended to invigorate our effective ex- 
every amendment that was calculated to lessen | ertions—they are intended to prevent a deceptive 
the nominal’ amount of the army proposed to be | support. No alternative for war is now proposed 
raised by the bill from the Senate; but I have} by any member. I want to engage in war, if it 
not engaged in debate, nor moved any amend- cannot be avoided, in sueli a manner as we can 
ment of my own. I will, however. vote for this support it with honor. I want to bring all our 
amendment, proposed by my colleague (Mr. Sar- | force into action in the manner in which the 
Liz,) as | have done for others of the same import, | people are willing to act. I wish to enlist into 
not, sir, with a view to lessen the effective force | the proposed. regular army, all who can be en- 
of the proposed army, but to increase it. The | listed into it. I consider the militia as the great 
effective foree of an army depends on the number | reserve on the back ground, and a very valuable 
of fighting men; and not on the number of regi-| reserve they are. 1 wish the bill calling into ser- 
ments on paper. Officers must.and ought to be| vice: the volunteers. which was laid aside a few 
paid and otherwise supported agreeably to their | days since, passed intoa law. I wish that men 
rank; but they cannot fight our battles without a | should also be raised on short enlistments. Every 
competent number of privates under their com-| member who hears me, sir, and who attended to 
mand. I believe such a number eannot be ob- | the progress of the only war im which the United 
tained by enlistment in the United States in any | States, as a nation, were ever engaged, knows the 
given time we can prescribe. There are not in | use of all those different kinds of force. Those 
the United States twenty-five thousand men, in| who conducted us through the Revolution, em- 
addition to the present establishment, which re-| ployed every kind of force which the country 
quires several thousand to render it complete,| would willingly produce, in the way in which 
who are disposed to enlist as private soldiers. sub- | men were willing to act. 


ject to military discipline, or that standin need| Sir, when the war that established our inde- 


of that resort for support. 
Mr. Speaker, I am now an old man, and have 
had much opportunity for observation. 


usually enlist to fill the armies of Europe. We 
have none that are obliged from necessity to en- 
list in order to obtain bread. { think that I may 


The en- | 
listment of soldiers eame early under my notice. | 
{have paid attention to its progress, both in Brit-. 
ain and in the United States;.and, from observa- | 
tion and experience, | am convinced that the. 
United States contain very few of such people as | 


| pendence commenced, Congress, composed of the 
most intelligent and respectable patriots, recom- 
mended the raising of a number of regiments. 

remember well, that to. Pennsylvania eighteen 
were allotted; but after all the exertions that 
could be made by reeruiting officers, aided by 
every farmer, who, even if he was nota good 
Whig, encouraged recruiting, that he and his 
| family might be saved from militia service ; yet, 
| after all, the regiments were not filled; and to 
| prevent the officers exceeding the due number of 
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privates, Government were obliged to turn two | regiments are enlisted. The whole subject will 
regiments into one, and to give an honorable dis- | be before Congress during the session ; and, prob- 
missal to the disarranged officers. This is a cir- | ably, before the men for the six regiments are 
cumstance too well known to men of that age to | raised, Congress will have no difficulty in saying 
be dwelt on now. I was one of the three county | whether or not the remaining regiments shall be 
commissioners who taxed the property to raise | raised. 

thirty pounds each, for a prescribed number of | Mr. Troup’ observed that, if it were found, 
tecruits, in addition to their public emoluments; | some time hence, that 25.000 men were unneces. 
and, even after all this the State line of the Army | sary, Congress could at once say, that only a cer- 
was not completed ; but we had to resort to short | tain part should be raised. It had, in his opinion, 
enlistments and militia service. When the In- been correctly said, that; if we do not want 25,000 
dian war commenced under the present Govern- | men, we do not want one man. Can the gentle- 
ment, and the army commanded by General | man from Pennsylvania doubt that 5.000 men 
Wayne was raised, with all the industry that | will be wanted for the defence of New Orleans? 
could be used, the ranks of that army, during the | And is it not stated by the Secretary of War, that 














five campaigns, were but about three hundred | 12,000 men will be wanted for the fortifications 
more than half filled at the highest. By resig- | on our seaboard, exclusive of the aid. to be de- 
nations, &c., vacaneies were numerous, and the | rived from the militia, which. takes 17,000 out of 
President never filled them by new.appointments | the 25,000 men? And is there a man, who has a 
till a session’ of Congress had intervened. On | knowledge of military affairs, who would be wil- 
speaking to him about filling up some vacancies, | ling to sit down before the Gibraltarof America, 
he answered by asking me, with a smile, whether | Quebec, with less than 20,000 men? In his mind, 
I did not think there were officers enough to com- | however, the capture of Halifax would be more 
mand all the men we had in our ranks?. An ad- | important than Quebec, as from thence may be 
ditional reason; however, was assigned for per- | expected the chief attacks upon our eommerce; 
mitting a session’of Congress to pass, viz: the pro- | but Halifax could not be taken until Quebee was 
bability that ‘Congress would unite some regi- | first secured. He could see no reason for adopt- 
ments, and derange the state of the officers, as| ing the amendment. 
. had been done in the former war. I believe the | Mr. McKim said, it was peculiarly the province 
President follows the same method at present. | of Congress to raise armies. Why, then, throw 
The next army that was attempted to be raised | the responsibility upon the President, who, by 
was during the hostilities with France. I then | an honest error of opinion, might use the power 
ve my opinion, not only on the floor, but to*the | improperly ?- Why should Congress shrink from 
ecretary of War, that the ranks could not be | this responsibility ? It is for us, said ‘he, to do 
filled, and that it would be an army of officers | the whole of the business, and upon us the whole 
It proved to be so; as Soon as a certain descrip- | responsibility ought to lie. For these reasons, 
tion of pedple about towns and cities were enlisted, | he was opposed to the amendment. 
recruiting stopped. | Mr. Catuoun voted in favor of the amendment 
During the war conducted-by General Wayne, | of the gentleman from Georgia, though he was in 
recourse was necessarily had to short enlistments | favor of raising the whole 25,000 men, because 
and militia service, where a recruit could not be | he wished to carry the present measure by as large 
rocured for the regular Army. I have observed | a votéas possible. He’believed nothing but the 
ull companies of rangers for eight or ten months | most energetic course would answer any purpose. 
raised ina few days. Indeed, I never saw diffi- | The news of the steps already taken have, no 
culty, or much delay, in raising such troops. doubt, passed over the Atlantic. The country 
_ Gentlemen argue for the greatest number of | against whom we are taking measures, may have 
regiments, from. the necessity of being able to | taken her stand. Unanimity and decision in our 
make a strong impression to secure the object. I | Councils alone can save the country. He be- 
am equally impressed with that necessity ; butit | lieved the public sentiment was with Congress; 
is not an army on paper that will make that im- | but if gentlemen will not, in any instance, sacri- 
pression ; and lam. convinced, by observation and | fice their opinions, but pertinaciously insist upon 
experience, that the army proposed by the Sen- | amendment after amendment to measures brought 
ate will long be such. I am for employing sol- | forward for our defence, we might be forced into 
diers in every manner in which they are willing | war before we are prepared for it.. We ought 
toserve. Iam, sir, in favor of employing as many | either tosubmit, or make an energetic defence. 
regulars as can possibly be procured, aided by | He perceived that the public sentiment began al- 
every other ere of troops that-are suited to | ready to doubt whether Congress was really in 
circumstances and to the state of the country. earnest, from the tardiness of their movements. 
Mr. Aston said he should vote against the | He should vote against the proposed amendment 
amendment, not from any fear that the President | in order to prevent farther delay. 
would abuse the power proposed to be placed in| Mv. Bis said, if he understood this bill, it did 
him, but because he was against making any | not contemplate to raise a number of men sufli- 
more amendments to the bill which were not ma- | cient; in case of war. The amendment intro- 
terial. He thought there were sufficient restric- | duced by the Speaker, provided only for the rais- 
tions in the bill already. Some time will elapse | ing of six regiments in the first instance. The 
before the three-fourths-of the men for the six! proposed amendment goes no farther, as it says, 
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the officers of the seven remaining regiments shall 
not be appointed, except they shall be found ne+ 
cessary. And nothing but the adjustment of our 
differences with Great Britain could prevent this 
necessity. But hope is still entertained by some, 
that these difficulties may still be accommodated. 
He thought the House ought to agree to the prop- 
osition, which could do no possible injury. It 
was introduced in the spirit of compromisé to 
meet the views of certain gentlemen, and he 
should vote for it. 


The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
negatived—68 to 55. The votes,were the same 
as on the last question, except in two or three 
instances. 

No other Amendment being proposed to the 
bill, the question was stated from the Chair, that 
the amendments be engrossed,,and, together with 
the bill, be read the third time; and being taken, 
it passed in the affirmative—yeas 90, nays 35, as 
follows: 

Yxas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bige- 
low, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus 
Bleecker, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, 
William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph 
Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Emott, 
William Findley, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, 
Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green, 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. 
Harper, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard 
M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner 
Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, George 
€. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Sam- 
uel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Sam- 
ue! L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newton, 
Stephen Ormsby, William Paulding, jun., Israel Pick- 
ens, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Samuel Ringgold, John 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, George Smith, William 
Strong, George Sullivan, Peleg Tallman, John Talia- 
ferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, 
junior, Pierre Van Cortlandt, junior, David R. Wil- 
liams, William. Widgery, Richard Winn, and Robert 
Wright. 

Nars—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Adam Boyd, 
James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus 
Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Davenport, jun., 
William Ely, Asa Fitch, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jack- 
son, jun., Philip Bs Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, 
jun., Nathaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Thomas: Newbold, Joseph Pearson, Tim- 
othy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, 
William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, Rich- 
ard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Ls- 
ban Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. 

The bill was then ordered to be read the third 


time to-morrow ; and on motion, the House ad- 
journed. 












Frivay, January 3. 
Mr. Lacock presented a petition of Sarah 


Fowler, of Pennsylvania, widow and executrix 
of the late Brigadier General Alexander Fowler, 
deceased, praying a grant of ten thousand acres 
of land due to her late husband in virtue of a 


proclamation of the King of Great Britain, of 
the year 1763.—Referred to the Committee of 


Claims. 


Mr. Lewis presented a petition of Prince Wil- 
liams, free man of.color, praying a support, in 


consideration of bodily injuries sustained by a 


fall from the top of the Capitol in the City of 
Washington, whilst in the employ of the public 


as a laborer.—Referred to a select committee. 
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Key, and Mr. Maxwe t, were 
appointed the committee. 


r. Ruea, from the Committee on Post Offices 


and Post Roads, to whom was referred the peti- 


tions of several religious societies in the western 
parts of Pennsylvania, complaining of the prac- 
tice of travelling with the mail, and opening it 
at the post offices on the Sabbath, reported that, 
however desirable the regulations for which they 
pray may be, that, at this particular crisis of our 
affairs, it is inexpedient to make any alterations 
in this respect.—T he report was concurred with. 

Mr. Newton, from the Committee on Com- 
merce and Manufactures, reported a bill to au-- 
thorize the Secretary of the Treasury, under the 
authority of the President of the United States, 
to purchase from Winslow Lewis his patent-right 
to a new method of lighting light-houses, and for 
other purposes. 

(Mr. N. stated that, by this new method, a 
light-house which now consumes 1,400 gallons 
of vil, in a certain period, would be supplied 
by 400 only.] The bill was twice read, andcom- 
mitted. 

Mr. Bacon moved that the Committee of the 
Whole, to whom was referred the report on the 
petitions of the collectors of the several ports, 
might be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of it, that it might be recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, in order to have 
some errors, Which had escaped the committee, 
corrected.—Agreed to. 

Mr. Raga said, that persons entitled to pen- 
sions had found great difficulty in complying 
with the requisitions of the law as it now stood. 
He wished to simplify the business, and, for that 
purpose, offered to the House a resolution which, 
after some observations from different members, 
anc receiving an amendment from Mr. Guo son, 
the Chairman of the Committee of Claims, was 
agreed to, and referred to that committee. 

Mr. JENNINGS offered a resolution calling upon 
the President of the United States for informa- 
tion respecting the appointment of certain Indian 
agents, &c., in the Indiana and Illinois Territo- 
ries; but some objection being made to it, on 
the ground of a similar resolution having al- 
ready been entered into, it was ordered to lie 
upon the table. 

Mr. Porter, the Chairman of the Committee 
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of Foreign Relations, said that, it having been 
discovered that there were some parts of the 
bill for raising a volunteer corps, which re- 

uired correction, and which could be better 

one by the committee who reported it~than 
in Committee of the Whole, ie would move 
to discharge the Committee of the Whole from 
the further consideration of the bill, in order to 
recommit it. 

This motion was objected to by Mr. Smite, 
a member of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, who said that no meeting of the committee 
had been had, which he thought ought to have 
taken place before a motion of this kind was 
made. He had heard nothing of these corrections 
before, and did not understand the management 
which appeared to attend this business. 

The Speaker objected to the term manage- 
ment, as applied to any committee of that House. 

Mr. Smivie explained, and, after some obser- 
vations from other members, the motion to dis- 
charge tt Committee.of the Whole was agreed 
to, and the bill recommitted. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


The order of the day being called for, the bill 
for raising an additional force was taken up, and 
read the third time; and the question being put, 
“ Shall the bill pass its third reading ? 

Mr. Suerrey said: Mr. Speaker, it was not 
my intention to have disturbed the tranquillity 
with which'this measure has hitherto progressed 
through the House; but considering the deep in- 
terest which this country has at stake, and which 
is so intimately connected with the present ques- 
tion, I have thought it my duty to state the rea- 
sons which influence my vete. I feel the greater 
solicitude to do so, because, as will have been per- 
ceived in the several stages of the bill under con- 
sideration, I differ essentially with a great ma- 
jority of the representatives of the people of the 
United States. They suppose that this course is 
indispensable to maintain the rights and honor of 
the country, and that the means which they are 
about to provide by this bill are calculated to at- 
tain the ends in view; while I conceive their 
projects pregnant with every mischief—with the 
ruin of our liberties. In the expression of this 
opinion, let me not be understood as disposed in 
any degree to impeach the purity of their’ mo- 
tives. I have no doubt that every member acts 
under the high sense of duty which he owes to 
his country, and which the oecasion is particularly 
calculated toinspire. While I make this sincere 
and unsophisticated declaration, ] hope a corres- 
pondent indulgence and liberality will be. ex- 
tended to me. 

I had hoped, if it was seriously intended to 
change the state of this nation, and to barter the 
blessings of peace, which we have enjoyed for so 
many years, for the evils and calamities of war, 
that the question would have been propounded to 
us in a direct and unequivocal shape; that we 
should have been called upon to determine whe- 
ther the injuries of which we justly complain, are 
to be redressed by the employment of the physical 
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foree of the country. Ifsuch had been the explicit 
determination of a majority, much as I deprecate 
the evils which must inevitably attend a state of 
war, I should have cordially united with them in 
calling forth our energies and providing the means 
calculated to terminate it speedily and success- 
fully. I should have done so under the guidance 
of the same motives which actuate me in the op- 
position which I make to the bill on your table. 
Viewing war as attended with every evil which 
ambition, corruption, and the indulgence of the 
malignant passions can give birth to,1 should 
have inclined to lend my efforts to terminate jts 
existence as soon as an honorable peace could 
be secured—that the body politic might uot be 
wholly corrupted by protracting the disease, bu 
restored to its healthful state with as little delay 
as possible. It has, however, pleased those who 
direct the affairs of this nation in this House to 
pursue a different course. Instead of designating 
the object for the attainment of which the force 
provided by the bill under consideration is to be 
employed, so far as it respects any declaration of 
this House, that is still unascertained ; so that we 
are reduced to the necessity of opposing the grant 
of the means, because we are opposed to the sub- 
ject to which they are probably to be applied. 
Through this bill, we must perceive the ulterior 
intention of the majority; which, as avowed, is 
nothing more or less than an offensive war against 
Great Britain. 

On a question of so much moment to the coun- 
try, whose peace and happiness is so directly in- 
volved, 1 had expected that a full, systematic, 
and statesman-like development would have been 
made by some friend of this measure ; not only 
of the causes of complaint which we have against 
Great Britain, and the injuries which we have 
received at her hands, but of the objects of the 
war about to be undertaken, and the means and 
probabilities of securing them. There is a self- 
evident distinction between the causes and the 
objects of war. The one may exist without 
the other. And there may be both good causes 
and substantial objects, and yet it would be the 
grossest folly to precipitate the nation into a war, 
unless, on full reflection, aided by all the wisdom 
and experience we could collect, there appeared 
a fair prospect, that, after the waste of our blood 
and treasure, we could-either realize the object 
in controversy, or obtain some substantial equiv- 
alent. We had therefore right toexpect—to have 
had placed before us, a.view of this subject, cal- 
culated to convince us that we were not forego- 
ing the blessing of peace without a rational ob- 
ject, or without the most distant prospect of mak- 
ing the war anything but a curse to this nation. 
But, instead of such a course—which the occa- 
sion seemed naturally to require; if our reason is 
to have any share in the decision—nothing has 
been presented to us but highly-colored statements 
of the injustice which has been measured out to 
us by Great Britain. The many injuries which 
we have received at her hands have been detailed 
and repeated by almost every one who has spoken 
in favor of this bill; but there they have stopped. 
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On this part of the subject—the only part which 
ntlemen have been pleased to touch—there is 
very little difference between us. I have no diffi- 
culty in believing, that ever since the year 1806, 
not only Great Britain, but France also, have given 
us repeated causes of war, which, according to thé 
former usages of nations, is justified whenever an 
indignity is offered, or a national right violated. 
J am not one of those, therefore, who suppose that 
“Great Britain. has done us no essential injury.” 
Far from it. I am-fully sensible of the indigni- 
ties Offered to us, and the repeated violations of 
our rights as‘a neutral nation on her part; but 
this is not enough for me.’ I must be persuaded 
that there is a rational hope that war will remedy 
the evil which we experience, and that it will not 
bring with it-others much more to be dreaded 
than that under which we labor. Were these 
things as little questionable as the course of the 
British Government has been unjust, I should have 
no hesitation in unitivg my efforts to obtain jus- 
tice by force. 

So far am I from admitting that the British 
Government is justified in adopting her Orders 
in Council—the great cause of complaint—that 
I deny both their premises and conclusion. The 
principles upon which’they purport to be founded, 
is the right which Great Britain claims to retali- 
ate upon her enemy the evils meditated against 
her by the decree of Berlin. 1 do most explicitly 
deny the doctrine, that a belligerent can justifia- 
bly annihilate the unquestionable right of a neu- 
tral, because it may be calculated to distress an 
enemy, or seem retaliatory of some unjust regu- 
lation adopted by him. It is neither justified by 
reason nor by any principle of public law. Nor 
do [ believe Great Britain more correct in her con- 
clusion, that “the Orders in Council, in their effect, 
would retaliate on her enemy the evils meditated 
against her by him.” On the contrary, it seems 
tome that they had a direct opposite tendency. 
The most important feature in the French Berlin 
decree, was that which was intended to exclude 
from France, and the countries under her control 
and influence, British produce and manufactures 
—the blockading part being merely nominal. It 
would either be rigorously executed, or it would 
not. If it could not be executed, (as was then 
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| or substitutes, in her own dominions. So that 


the Orders in Council, as to the retaliatory object, 
could have very little, if any, practical effect. 

On the subject of the impressment of our sea- 
men, much has been said in the coursé‘of this 
debate. The distresses of fifty thousand Ameri- 
ean citizens on; board the British ships of war 
have been described in feeling language,and paint- 
ed.in glowing colors, particularly by an honor- 
able member from Kentucky, (Mr. Jonson.) 
Without believing that the actual number ap- 
proaches that supposed, I feel for our unfortunate 
countrymen in that situation, and readily admit 
| that there is cause of complaint against Great 
Britain, arising from that source. But, on this 
| subject, it is important to view the question on 
| both sides, to enable us to ascertain whether we 
are not claiming more than we can ever ration- 
ally expect toobtain. Oar native citizens, or those 
who-were members of this community at the close 
of the Revolutionary war, are unquestionably en- 
titled to exemption ffom impressment. But we 
claim it for every person who shail sail under our 
flag—at least, for those that have been natural- 
ized since the period mentioned. I confess I am 
not disposed to enter into a war for the security 
on the high seas of the latter class. I think we 
do enough (more than any other Government on 
earth does) when we place those persons upon a 
perfect equality, as it respects the enjoyment of 
every right within our tertitorial jurisdiction. 
So far, no other nation has cause to complain, be- 
cause we do not interfere with any right claimed 
by them, either sanctioned by publie law, or of a 
questionable character. But further we cannot 
go, without interfering with the claims of other 
sovereign Powers, sanctioned by long practice 
and acquiescence. Allegiance is due from every 
| person in a social state to some Government. In 
the dark ages of superstition and despotism, it 
was claimed as due by divine right; but since 
the dawn of civil liberty, it has been considered 
as a duty growing out of an implied compact be- 
| tween the governors and governed, and indisso- 
| luble like other compacts, without the mutual as- 
| sent of the contracting parties, ‘On this principle 

is founded the doctrine of perpetual allegiance 
recognised throughout Europe, and the British 











generally believed.) the American flag afforded | pretensions, by which they reclaim their subjects 
the best means of introducing the articles inter- | found on board of our merchant vessels, where 
dicted to the Continent; so that the enterprise of they allege they are not entitled to protection, no 
our citizens, seconded by the habits and wants of | more than enemy’s property and contraband 
the people who have been accustomed to this | goods, for which they have an unquestionable 
commerce, would have reduced the decree to aj right to search. Thus, while they claim the 
mere shadow. Should, however, the vigor‘of the | right of impressing their own subjects only, the 
French Government be competent to effect the | similarity of manners and language, and the 
anti-commercial system, and execute the Berlin | abuses of power by British officers, causes the 
decree, so as to exclude British products and man- | impressment of many of our native citizens. 

ufactures, there then remained no prospect that | In considering this part of the subject, | deem 
France would be distressed by the destruction of | it unnecessary to investigate the justice of the 
‘the remaining commerce with her, left to us. We | doctrine for which Great Britain contends, or 
furnished her with none of the great necessaries | how far it corresponds with the abstract “right 
of life. Our principal trade was in the colonial | of man ;” I speak of the fact. It is enough tor 


products, which, by the Berlin decree, and sub- | us to know that these pretensions exist, have long 
sequent municipal regulations, were totally ex- 
claded, with a view to encourage their growth, 


existed, and will not be abandoned. We must be 
conscious that we cannot impose our principles 
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on other nations, with whom it is our interest to 
cultivate a good understanding; but that on 
every subject where our rights or pretensions 


may conflict; both parties must cherish a spirit of 


conciliation and concession, as the only mode by 
which we can be brought together to prevent col- 
lision, from which neither can, derive any sub- 
stantial benefit.. The question is not what: we 
want, but what, under all circumstances, it is pos- 
sible we can get. I have, therefore, long since 
thought that our Government ought to abandon 
the high pretensions of affording security to every 
person (even aliens) who should sail under our 
flag, and propose some arrangement to Great 
Britain, which, while it gave protection to our 
own native citizen, would prevent our merchants 
from employing any other during the present 
war. If these stipulations were reciprocal, every 
substantial object would be answered. Should 
Great Britain refuse an overture so manifestly 
just, it would afford additional cause of com- 
plaint, and then we might indulge in the bitter 
lnvectives which have been uttered against her. 
From what I have said it will be apparent that 
I.do not oppose this measure on the ground that 
there is not ample cause of war against Great 
Britain, The reverse is explicitly admitted. But 
shall the blood and treasure of this nation be 
lavished against the Orders in Council, as so 


much paper,~or are we to contend for some sub- | 


stantial good, which we should otherwise enjoy, 
and of which their operation deprivesus? I pre- 
sume there is searcely a man in this country, 
however infected he may be with the war mania, 
who could act so madly, as 10 propose a warfare 
to procure the mere nominal repeal of Orders in 
Council, when it was evident it would be unat- 
tended with a single practical benefit. No! the 
nominal repeal of the Orders in Council is not 
your object. It is the substantial commercial 

enefit which you conceive will follow that act, 
that forms the essence of the controversy. The 
unmolested commerce to France and her depend- 
encies is the hoon for which you are going to 
war. This ts the real object, disguise it as you 
will. And it is not the commerce which we for- 
merly enjoyed (as gentlemen would seem to sup- 
pose) which is in controversy. Your export 
commerce to France now consists of our own 

roducts only, as appears by the letter of the 
Soosel Minister on your table. I say our own 
products, because I suppose the privilege which 
has been graciously extended to us, of exporting 
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this country .was exported to the continent of 
Europe, for which we received in return Frene}, 
wines, brandies. silks, German linens, and bij\, 
on London. Of so much more. importance wa; 
this export trade to us than that of our own com. 
merce, that in 1807, before the British Orders jy 
Council existed, the domestic exports to France 
(including Belgium) amounted to about two mil. 
lions seven hundred thousand dollars only ; while 
the amount of exports tothe same country o/ 
foreign manufactures and products (chiefly colo. 
nial) was nearly ten millions. In the same yea; 
the whole of our domestic exports to every par, 
of the world, amounted to about forty-eight mil. 
lions.and a half; of which the amount I[ have 
stated was exported to France, and,about twenty. 
eight millions to Great Britain and her possessions 
and dependencies, in the four quarters of the 
globe. Since that time she has acquired the 
French West Indies, the Isles of France and 
Bourbon in the Indian ocean, the Cape of Goo 
Hope, the Dutch possessions in Asia and Amer. 
ica. To these countries in 1807,while under thei: 
former dependence, the exports of domestic pro- 
ducts from the United States amounted to up- 
| wards of four millions of dollars; so that estinia- 
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ting our exports to Great Britain and her presen 
possessions and dependencies as they stood in 
1807, the amount would be about thirty-two mil: 
lions—about two-thirds of the whole amount oi 
our domestic exports to every part of the world. 
Thus, while we are about engaging in a war fo: 
commerce, we abandon the greater, absolutely, 
and contend for the lesser. e relinquish our 
commerce with Great Britain and her possessions 
at the threshold, (for during hostilities I presume 
we shall have none,) and go to war for what we 
/ean get of the commerce of France, Italy, Hol- 
land, Hamburg, and the Hanse Towns. [ leave 
Spain aod Portugal and their American prov- 
inces out of the question, as the fate of those 
countries hangs in suspense. 
| But this is notall. We may expect to see, ani 
| the day is not distant, when the domioions o! 
| Feance shall not afford-us a market fora single 
| article, bu: all commerce with her shall either be 
|interdicted by her own Government, or aban- 
| doned by our merchants as unworthy their pur- 
|suit, Ever since the date of the Berlin decree 
and the prostration of the Prussian monarchy. 
those who gave themselves the trouble to think. 
jane could think, saw that a great and radical 
| change in the state of Europe was intended by 


other articles in certain cases under French licen- | the lmperial conqueror, who wields the destinies 
ses, will scarcely be insisted on as being anything | of the Continent. Whatever the ultimate object 
else but an indignity. The municipal regula- | might be, it was early perceivable that that mu- 
tions which have been substituted for the Berlin | tual dependence which exists between commer- 
decree, so far as it respects the practical effect, | cial States, so far as it respected the French Ew- 





have destroyed by far the most profitable and im- 
portant branch of opr trade to the French Em- 
pire, which consisted in the products and manu- 
factures of other countries. Our merchants were 
in the habit of exporting to the West Indies our 
flour, beef, pork, live stock, lumber, &c., for which 
they received in return the. products of those 
islands. The surplus beyond the consumption of 





| pire, was about to be dissolved, and that it was to 
| be dependent no longer upon foreign nations for 
any suppiies.. To this, every regulation (ex-ter- 
ritorial or municipal) adopted by its Governmen! 
has kept a steady eye. They are now staring 
| you fullinthe face. You see your trade in the 
colonial products, formerly the most profitable 
branch of our foreign commerce, totally annihi- 
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lated: ‘The consumption of your tobacco, a great 
staple of the Middle States, reduced to one-fif- 
teenth of the whole quantity consumed in France, 
and that monopolized by the French Govern- 
ment, who pays your merchants what its rapacity 
dictates. You seé your cotton, once the: great 
and profitable staple of the South, subjected to: 
such enormous impost duties, as almost amount 
toa prohibition, for the avowed purpose of en- 
couraging the culture of that article in Italy, and 
the south of France; your flour and provisions 
find no market there, because she has a surplus 
of her own’ production. The other articles in 
which we are permitted to trade are so inconsid- 
erable in value that they form no serious item in 
the account. Besides all this, you see your mer- 
chants, after having submitted to the injustice of 
French regulations, and the rapacity of French 
officers, compelled to invest the little remnants 
of the proceeds of their cargoes in French silks, 
wines, and brandies, in regulated proportions. 
Sir, this detail ought to convince us that a com- 
merce thus shackled and limited is not worthy 
the crusade which is meditated, and that the pros- 
pect as to its future value is still more gloomy. I 
believe were the Orders in Council repealed to- 
morrow, our commerce to France would not be 
worth two millions, and circumscribed as it al- 
ready is, as long as the anti-commercial system 
continues, we may expect that it will daily di- 
minish. 

But we have been told that all calculations, as 


_ to objects, means, or consequences, are to be laid 
oat of the question, as sordid and low-minded. 


That, feeling our country’s rights violated and 
her honor assailed, we ought to march heedlessly 
on to seek redress at every hazard. I confess I 
was astonished to hear such a course recom- 
mended. In the most unimportant concerns of 
life, a prudent man calls to his aid his best reason 
and deliberate judgment. But it seems in the 
great concerns of the nation, where its peace is 
at stake and its future destiny hazarded, we must 
close our eyes, set all prudence at defiance, and 
move boldly on to our object, and not disgrace 
ourselves by consulting the lessons of wisdom 
and experience which lie in our way. Sir, this 
nation’s honor is the prosperity and happiness of 
the people. I cannot consent to purchase national 
misery, even should it be accompanied with what 
gentlemen call” national: honor. The abstract 
notions of honor which regulate the conduct of 
individuals, and whieh are valuable in private 
life, ought not to be a rule of action for wise 
mento whom are committed the affairs of na- 
tions—otherwise we might wage perpetual war. 
In the whole history of our Government, pru- 
dence has been considered as essential to regula- 
ting our measures, particularly those which affect 
foreign nations. We have not suffered ourselves 
to be led away by our feelings, but were governed 
by the very calculations which gentlemen now 
affect so much to despise. If we had not, we 


should have waged a Quixotic war long since 
against France. Her decrees were executed with 
the utmost severity upon our commerce for sev- 
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eral years, to which has been superadded every 
indignity and insult to which a nation ean be 
subjected ; yet has it never entered into the ima- 
gination of any one that our honor required we 
should avenge ourselves on the imperial wrong- 
doer by carrying war into his own dominions. 
No! it would be considered as a mad and hope- 
less attempt. You have been in the habit of pay- 
ing tribute (considered as a badge of depend- 
ence) to the Dey of Algiers and other Barbary 
Powers, for the express purpose of securing the 
property of your merchants from capture, and 
your citizens from slavery, when engaged in a 
ecommerce to which you have the most unques- 
tionable title. 
compact (for so you will call it) with the Em- 
peror of France, by which it was stipulated, 
that, in coasideration of his permission to us tu 
trade to England, (a right which we held in- 
dependent. of his eontrol,) we would cause our 
rights to be respected by her. 
these things suffered and done ? 
honor that is now goading us on to a war with 
Great Britain? Why was war, the only balsam 
to heal our injured honor,not resortedto? There 
is but one answer I can give consistent with the 
respect I owe to the Government. 
bade it. 
evil which affected us, but to make it worse. ’ I 
think so now. 
treasure heal the wounds which the nation’s fan- 
cied honor may have received? Are we to draw 
upon us all the miseries that attend war, and al! 
the dangers with which it is surrounded, without 
any practical good in prospect, when perhaps at 
the end of seven years we shall be compelled to 
sit down and acquiesce under the system against 
which the war is waged, merely tohave it to say— 
that we acted like men of spirit ? 


You have lately entered into a 


Why were ali 
W here was this 


Prudence for- 
War was not calculated to eure the 


Can the waste of our blood and 


Sir, I fear we have not been sufficiently atten- 


tive to the: progress of events which have passed 


before our eyes—events which have affected a 
radical change in the aspect of the civilized 
world. We have attributed the injuries and in- 
dignities which we have experienced to causes 
distinct from the true ones; we have supposed 
that, to the abstract and individual injustice of 
the men who are the rulers of Great Britain and 
France, was to be traced all our evils; when, ia 
fact, that injustice was the inevitable result of 
existing circumstances, and when the true sources 
lay much deeper. The present'state of the Eu- 
ropean world, is the primary cause from which 
those principles that have so seriously affected 
our commerce have received their origin. And 
to me it appears vain to expect that our neutral 
rights will be respected, until the causes which 
have subverted every venerable principle, once 
a rule of conduct between nations, shall no long- 
er exist. We may make arrangements with 
France for the revocation of her decrees, and 
with England, for the revocation of her Orders 
in Council. But there will be no permanent se- 
curity; we must participate in the evils (in some 
shape) which have fallen on the community of 
civilized man. 
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Before the great changes inthe aspect of Eu- 
rope which have grown out of the French Rev- 
olution; the checks afforded by a division of the 
power of the Coptinent into many distinct sov- 
ereignties, gave security even to, the weakest. 
There was a natural jealousy,which was allalive 
whenever any attempt was made by any one to 
infringe the principles which mutual interest, and 
mutual security, had long consecrated... In the 
wars which happened, there were always many 
interested in the preservation of those rights 
which the common consent of all had established 
for the safety of neutrals, who were ready to 
make a common cause against those who should 
violate them, and whom belligerents dare not 
provoke to hostilities. Hence neutral rights were 
secure, because there were ample means to en- 
force respect. But the cause of this security no 
longer exists—the effect, therefore, will be looked 
for in vain. There are now but two great Pow- 
ers in Europe—one holding the dominion of the 
ocean, and the other of the jand. They are mu- 
tually interested in the prostration of neutral 
rights, which are always in conflict with bellige- 
rent claims and pretensions. Are we capable 
(against such an immense host, a population of 
perhaps eighty millions) to compel them to yield 
obedience to our demands? Or who can we call 
upon to assist us in giving security to the almost 
forgotten privileges of neutrals? There is no 
hope for us as long as the present war continues, 
and continental Europe remains under the domin- 
ion of its Imperial dictator. 

There-is another delusion with which we seem 
to have been carried away, and which follows us 
to the present moment. We have considered 
ourselves of too much importance in the scale of 
nations. It has led us into great errors. Instead 
of yielding to circumstances, which haman power 
cannot control, we have imagined that our own 
destiny, and that of other nations, was in our 
hands, to be regulated as we thought proper. If 
experience is to have any influence over us, we 
may see how gros-ly we were mistaken hereto- 
fore. The embargo, and all its kindred meas. 
ures, which were to.bring the unjust belligerents 
to.our feet, have recoiled on ourselves. The 
next thing is war, and this is recommended as a 
certain cure. I fear by the time it is over, we 
shall learn practically, (if we will not learn soon- 
er,) that there are periods in the history of nations 
when not to act is a virtue; when those who 
manage their affairs must accommodate them- 
selves to circumstances, make a choice of evils, 
and forego a favorite object, because its attain- 
ment is impracticable, or there is too much haz- 
arded in the attempt. 

In the present state of the European world, if 
we intend to have any intercourse with it, there 
is one of two things we must sooner or later do. 
We must either permit our merchants to carry 
their enterprise to whatever quarter their interest 
or inclination may lead them, without being con- 
sidered as pledged to protect their rights, or re- 
dress their wrongs, when out of our limits, so 
that the hazard, whatever it shall be, will be 
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theirs: or we must determine “with whom we 
will be on amicable terms during the presen; 
conflict in Europe—England or France. This 
is a question of, prudence, and could have beep 
long since easily solved. The commerce of Epc. 
land, and her possessions in every quarter of the 
globe (and it ought to be recollected that we are 
going to war for commerce) in a state of amity. 
is open to us, and is of vast importance; jh, 
commerce of France is very much restricted, and 
comparatively of no value. England can destroy 
our commerce to France—France cannot affec; 
ours to England. We are secure from the hos. 
tility of France at home and on the ocean, an 
exposed to both from England. But we have 
made the selection of our enemy, and a strange 
selection it is. I should say nothing respecting 
it, were the causes of offence on the part of 
France less than those on the part of Great Brit. 
ain; but however unjust the conduct of the lat. 
ter may have been, and certainly has been, there 
is no parallel in the perfidy and indignity whic) 
we have experienced. 

It has been supposed by some that it is neces. 
sary to go to war to revive and preserve our mar- 
tial spirit... It bas been said that nations long eo- 
joying the blessings of peeps become enfeedled 
and corrupt, and ultimately fall victims to foreign 


dominion or domestic ambition. Holland ha: 
been mentioned as an example. In point of fac: 
the example is not appropriate. She was en- 


gaged in almost all the great wars of the Cunt 
nent during the last century, and some maritime 
wars in which she was prineipal. There isa 
strong instance of an opposite character in the 
history of Switzerland. She maintained her 
warlike character, her independence, her liberty 
and simplicity, for centuries, though seldoin eo- 
gaged in war, uotil she found her grave in the 
common tomb of European nations—the Frenci 
Revolution. The causes of the degeneracy 0! 
nations is to be found elsewhere—luxury, in the 
higher classes, consequent misery in the lower— 
with the corruption of morals that follows, are 
among the forerunners (if not the causes) of the 
But let it be as it may, lam 
not prepared to draw upon the country certain 
evils now, to avoid possible evils hereafter. 

The substantial and leading object of the wat 
in which we are about to embark, is the aban- 
donment of the British Orders in Council. [tis 
not proposed to effect our purpose by engaging 10 
a maritime warfare with Great Britain ; that out 
most sanguine politicians seem to have relit- 
quished.. But it is supposed that we can either 
compel her to do us justice, or indemnify our- 
selves for her injuries by taking possession of he! 
provinces on our Northern frontier. Without 
entering into the question whether a conquest 0! 
Canada and the provinces to the north and eas! 
would have either effect, bdo not believe thal 
such conquest can be effected. The men re- 
quired (the first great war material) cannot be 
obtained. ‘There are great calculations made 00 
the spirit of the country, and we are told that 
there is something in the atmosphere of Wash- 
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ington and of this House, which freezes the pat-| dominion of no mortal being. Will any but 
riotic ardor which we bring with us from the | the most corrupt, profligate, idle, or inconsider- 
people. That there is a spirit in the country | ate, exchange this state of independence for the 
capable to resist every attempt on our native soil, | ranks of an army; where he loses everytning 
gefend our liberties and independence at every | valuable to man; where he becomes a part of a 
hazard, is true; and if the time shall arrive when great machine, and must move and act as others 
it is necessary to call it forth, it will be found in | please ; where he exposes his back to the lash for 
every cottage in the céuntry. Bat I do deny that | acts which in any other state would be perfectly 
the people have become infected with the spirit innocent? I answer, no! Our country is not 
of foreign conquest and foreign war. It is a! the place where the materials for an army in- _ 
phantom of our own creation, On this subject tended for such purposes abound ; and I thank 
we ought not to be so easily deluded, like credu- | God it is so. It is the most conclusive evidence 
lous children, particularly after the instructive | of the happy state of society, and the prosperity 
lesson which is before us in the history of this | of our people, (which I hope may long continue.) 
country during the Administration of Mr. Adams. | Was there anything wanting to prove the diffi- 
In 1798 and 1799, such was the profusion of ad- | culty of obtaining men for such an army, that 
dresses from legislative bodies, county meetings, | portion of our history to which I before had ref- 
mititary associations, &c., breathing nothing but | erence would clearly establish the fact. The 
“ pledges of fortunes, lives, and sacred honor,” in | twelve additional regiments which were directed 
the prosecution of hostilities against,France, that | to be raised in 1798, were not half filled up when 
that deluded man really supposed “ the finger of | the army was disbanded, though eighteen months 
Heaven pointed to war.” But how soon was it | had elapsed from the passing of the law. I hes- 
discovered by those who acted on the faith of | itate not to predict that the 25,000 men proposed 
such professions, that they had mistaken the buz- | to be raised by this bill wilt not be raised in three 
zing of insects (such as infest large cities and| years. co 
popular assemblies) for the public voice; orthat; ! think it may be assumed as a position, gener- 
those who gave the paper pledges considered it’a | ally, if not universally true, that no nation can 
mere matter of form, and were offended that they | be successful in a fureiga war of conquest, that 
should have been understood as if they acted | is not perfectly prepared, when war is conceived 
with sincerity ; and yet, after what has been said | necessary, to act immediately with effect. We 
by an honorable member from Nortli Carolina, | are not only destitute of the force necessary for 
(Mr. Sranrorp,) it cannot be denied that we | which we must wait the slow process of enlist- 
‘had not then just claim of war against France. | ments, but many other necessaries are not to be 
Did not her decrees subjeet to capture and con- had, without which we cannot pretend to carry 
‘demnation every vessel and cargo belonging to | the war into Canada. A commentary, humilia- 
citizens of the United States, if a single article | ting to the patrons of this bill, on our readiness 
was found on board, the product of the British | to prosecute sucha war, is to be seen in the letter 
soil, or of British industry ? Had the nation not | of the Secretary of War, recommending the pas- 
been humbled to the lowest degree by the unpre-| sage of a law permitting the importation of such 
_cedented indignity offered to our Ministers ? No | British goods as would enable the Government 
-mancan deny it. And yet the public voice con- to comply with our Indian treaties, and the state- 
signed to oblivion those who promoted that “war | ment made by an honorable member (Mr. Har- 
of principle.” | Per) on this floor, that there were no blankets, 
' [have said that I did not believe that the num- | nor any to be had, an article so necessary to ena- 
ber of men requisite for the conquest of the | ble the soldier to encounter the inclemency of 
British provinces can be raised. Much reliance | winter in the high northern latitades; unless, in- 
has been placed on volunteers, and I have heard | deed, it is contemplated to make the conquest 
of many myself who are ready to march to Can- | during the Dog days, to enable the troops to re- 
ada, but it happens they are all volunteer officers— | turn to a more genial climate before the approach 
men who wish to aggrandize themselves by the | of cold weather—a circumstance, I confess, not 
_ enterprise. There are no volunteer privates. It | very probable. 
_ cannot be seriously supposed that our farmers’| It has been supposed by some that the conquest 
_ sons will leave their own homes, where compe- | of the British provinces is easily accomplished. 
" tency and ease rewards their industry, to march | That it is only necessary to erect our standard in 
to Canada to make conquest of those frozen re- | Upper Canada, and promise the inhabitants lib- 
_ gions. The same remarks are applicable to the| erty and independence, (according to the late 
‘ 








army of regulars proposed to be raised. You | French mode,) and that they will flock around it, 
' will have officers enough; but where are the pri- | and assist in humbling their oppressors. Nothing 
' vates to be got? -The honorable member from | can be more-vain and visionary. Many of the 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FinDLeEy) gave us yesterday | inhabitants of Upper Canada are natives of the 
_ a clear and practical demonstration that our coun- | United States, who have been attracted to that 
_ try did not furnish the materials for an army. | country either by the nature of its Government, 
| We havea surplus of land and a deficiency of | or by the advantages which it holds out to emi- 





_ labor. Every person who will labor can obtain | grants. _If these people love your liberty so en- 
a competency, in the enjoyment of which he is thusiastically as to engage in treason to establish 
a free man, subject to the control and under the | it, why have they exchanged it for the colonial 
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dependence into which they have voluntarily 
placed themselves. It is not rational to expect 
that those whoare bound by their attachments to 
the British Government, or by gratitude for its 
benefits, would act in any other way than we 
ourselves would act in similar circumstances. 
They. will meet the invader, whoever he may be, 
with a bold and manly resistance. 
Sir, I presume it is admitted by all who treat 
the subject seriously, that the British provinces 
can be subdued only by a considerable military 
force, which it requires time to prepare, and 
which, when raised and ready for service, will 
require time to perform the serious task assigned 
them. Is it provaiie, that while these prepara- 
tions are making on our part, for the avowed 
purpose of making a descent on her provinces, 
that Great Britain will be patiently looking on ? 
Willi she not, (having the dominion of the ocean, ) 
give employment to your force, in defending your 
cities and coast, which she will keep in a con- 





peepee 





stant state of alarm by her ships of war? Or, 


should she even permit you to strike the first 
blow, and should your troops get into Canada, 

~ and actually obtain possession of the country, 
is it to be expected that no diversion would be 
attempted by her on our own shores,.to bring 
back your forces to protect your sacked cities and 
unprotected coast of eighteen hundred miles in 
extent! You would have the credit (if any 
there could be in it) of waging offensive war, for 
no other object but to be reduced to the necessity 
of defending the next moment your own shores 
from the predatory invasions of your enemy— 
invasions, not for conquest, but for rapine and 
destruction, in which our cities may be reduced 
to ashes, as Copenhagen has been before them. 
Should you, however, under these circumstances, 
be able to retain possession of the conquered ter- 
ritory, (contrary to my expectations, I confess,) 
will it not be a galling reflection that we have 
acquired the frozen wilds of Canada to eompen- 
sate us for the irreparable injuries and losses 
which we have suffered at home? For my own 
part, though I might be. safe beyond the Alle- 
ghany mountains, where it is said (by Mr. Speak- 
ER) liberty would dwell were the whole Atlantic 
country destroyed, | cannot consent to make such 
an unprofitable exchange. 

Before we enter headlong into this war, I 
should think-it necessary (whatever others may 
do) to make some estimate of the expenditures 
which will. become necessary, and of our pecu- 
niary resources. In 1809 we had in service, ex- 
clusive of the corps of engineers, about sixty- 
eight thousand troops; which, accordin 
statement laid before us by the Treasury Depart- 
ment, cost the country, including all incidental 
charges, three millions three hundsed and forty- 
five thousand dollars, which is about $492 per 
man on an average. We have indeed an esti- 
mate on our tables, in which it is supposed that 
a regiment of infantry, under the existing estab- 
lishment, can be maintained at the expense of 
about. $167,000 per annum; but every person 
who has paid any attention to this subject knows 
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the difference between estimates and expendi. 
tures, By some means or other, our Military 
and Naval Establishments cost us double a; 
much as they do any other nation, proportioned 
to the force we employ; and indeed such ha, 
been the management, (how it has happened | 
do not know,) that under the profuse and prof{i. 
gate Administration of Mr. Adams, the Arm, 
and Navy eost us less by-one-third than it ha; 
done during the economical Administration of 
one of the latter years, making the proper allow- 
ance for the difference of the number of men and 
ships. employed. I think, therefore, when it js 
recollected that these troops are to be enlisted— 
collected from distant situations to proper ren. 
dezvous—marched to very remote regions, at- 
tended with their baggage, artillery, ammunition 
&c., the annual additional expense of the trooy 
proposed to be raised by this bill, and the bill ai. 
ready passed, may be estimated at little less thay 
fifteen millions of dollars. Our ordinary peace 
expenses, including, the civil list, the Army and 
Navy now in being—interest and principal of the 
public debt, and other, miscellaneous expendi- 
tures—fall little short of fifteen millions. If an 
additional naval force should be equipped, whici 
will be necessary to cu-operate with the Army. 
and the volunteers put in motion as proposed, 
with the defensive measures which will be indis. 
pensable, we may estimate our whole expenses du. 
ring the war at forty-five millions of dollars per 
annum. Where are the means to defray such 
an enormous expenditure? The duties on iu- 
post and tonnage, if not entirely annihilated 
must be greatly lessened.. We shall have no 
commerce to England, nor to the West Indies 
which belong to her almost exclusively. We 
shall not be able to pass the iron-bound coast o/ 
Britain to carry our commerce to the coast of the 
German ocean, and to the Baltic. The Medi- 
terranean is commanded by the British nava! 
force. The East India factories on the coast of 
Malabar and Coramandel, and the islands in the 
Indian ocean, are entirely in the, possession o! 
Great Britain. And your trade to China must 
pass. by the Cape of Good Hope, which is occu- 
pied by your enemy. Under such circumstances 
it cannot be expected that any considerable par! 
of the war expenses can be defrayed by any re- 
sources from which we now draw our revenue; 
the greatest estimate that can be made is two 
millions per annum. We must therefore look | 
something else. Internal taxation will not an- 


swer the purpose, because there are but few ob- 


jects which can be taxed to any considerable 
amount in a country like ours without being se- 
verely felt. Every person must recollect the 
direct tax of two millions levied during M: 
Adams’s Administration; though the sum was 
comparatively small, yet it pressed hard on the 
It was a heavier tax than they had been 
accustomed to pay to support their State govern- 
ments. Forty-five millions, which is about one- 
fifth of the whole proceeds of our national in- 
dustry, certaialy cannot be raised in this country 
by any mode of taxation that can be devised 
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supposing the people as willing as you could wish 
them. In Bugland, where the people have been 
accustomed to taxes in every shape, and on every 
necessary and superfluity of life, and where they 
can bear more than in any other country, owing 
to the immense capital continually in action, the | 
income tax, graduated according to the amount 
of the income, was originally not more than ten 
er centum on the highest grade. (until it was 
doubled by the Ministry, that came in with Mr. | 
Fox,) and yet every person must know the con- 
vulsed state of public opinion when it was im- 
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the battles of our independence would have been 
made the instrument in consigning us:to a mili- 
tary despotism. “But the dark cloud which 
threatened to extinguish the beams of liberty, 
which just began to cheer and warm our hori- 
zon, was dissipated by the guardian genius of our 
There are, indeed, times when 
the spirit of liberty is wide awake; then there is 
not so much danger. But circumstances have 
such influence over us, that a total apathy often 
succeeds the most tempestuous contention, and a 
sense of foreign danger is favorable to the cause 


| there is capital enough in the country to justify 


of ambition. It is then that those who have 
armies at their command, bind the people hand 
and foot, who awaken from their slumbers only 
to see that they are no longer free. Such were 
our opinions in 1798; what has produced the 
change I do not know, unless we were then out, 
and now we are in; and, indeed, I have seen 
enough of public men to lead me at least to fear 
mate redemption of the principal. This will re-| that there is no other substantial distinetion be- 
quire taxation—not much relished at any time— | tween political parties. The Walpoles and the 
and which must be oppressive at a time when | Pulteneys. the Foxes, the Pitts, and'the Gren- 
the people are necessarily subjected to many pri- | villes of England, all acted on the same princi- 
vations, and deprived (for want of commerce) of | ple; they did the very acts, when in, which they 
the ordinary means to pay. Should it, however, | reprobated as pregnant with every evil, when owt. 
be practicable for the Government. to borrow | I leave to others to say whether our American 
even to the extent of the whole annual expendi- | parties act more consistently. 
ire, ineluding the peace expenses, at the end of; There is one consideration distinct from all 
three years, (the shortest period we can possibly others, which ought to inspire us with caution in 
suppose the war to last,) we shall be saddled with | entering into the contest between the two great 
a debt of one hundred and thirty millions, a much | belligerents : England is contending not only for 
larger debt than that incurred as the price of our} her own existence, but in doing so, she secures us 
independence. And if lam not much mistak | from the attempt to’ subjugate us to the power of 
asto every other object, if we end where we be- | France, to which we should be otherwise ex-- 
gan, the friends of the country will have great; posed. I feel myself under no obligation for any 
cause to rejoice. | good intention towards us on her part; it isa 
Sir, I see many dangers which may follow | sense of her own danger, and her struggle for 
even a successful war. We have been taught, | security that produces the effect; but the fact 
ever since the dawn of freedom, that standing | is unquestionably so. Viewing the character of 
armies were dangerous to liberty. The sages} him who has enslaved Europe, I cannot believe 
and heroes who laid the foundation of our inde-| otherwise than that if England shall fall, we 
pendence, and ‘who erected and supported the | shall not remain unassailed. It is said other ob- 
fair edifice, not only cherished this jealousy | jects more important will occupy his ambition. 
(handed down to them from their forefathers), The miser may prefer an English to a French 
during their own times, but in their public aets, | guinea, but ihat does not convince.me that he 
designed for posterity, they endeavored to incul- | would not take both, could he get them. Those 
cate it into the minds of those who should live who have paid any attention to the nature of the 
after them. But there has been of late a strange | human heart, and to the history of man, must 
revolution of sentiment. Standing armies are | know that ambition, like avarice, is never satis- 


posed, and the distrésses which it produced in 
that country. 


But it is stated that we may borrow. Suppose 


our expectations. It will be necessary to create 
a revenue competent to meet the ordinary peace 
expenses of the Government, and to secure the 
payment of interest and annuities, and the ulti- 


, now saneees to be constructed of different ma-| fied. Those with whom it is the ruling passion, 


terials, breathing nothing but the purest patriot-| proceed from conquest to, conquest, and after hav- 
ism, and acting only for their country’s good. | ing subjugated the whole world, dissolve in tears, 
Sir, standing armies are always the same; the | because there is not another world to conquer. 
materials whieh compose them, and the subordi-.|) What encouragement is there then left for us in 
nation to which they are subject, fits them to be-| a war where victory is defeat, and success, ruin! 

come part of a machine regulated and moved by We hav been emphatically asked, (by Mr. 
those who command them. And their interest | Speaxer,) “ what are we to gain by peace?” I 
generally happens to conflict with the rest of the | was astonished at the question. What are we to 
community. If ever there was an army aan gain by peace? What are we not to lose by 
possessed patriotism beyond others in their situa-| war? Liberty! seeurity! and happiness! are 
lion, it was the army of our Revolution. And | the great blessings which we hazard! Leaveme 
yet I believe, had it not been for the virtues of | these, and take your trade to the Continent, or 
that man to whom, under Divine Providence, we} your Orders in Council. With all the difficulties 
are indebted for our liberties—whose like, I fear, | which we encounter, and the ills which befall us, 
we shall never again see—the army who fought ! we arestill the freest and happiest nation on which 
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the sun shines. I fear, sir, we shall draw upon us 
the just displeasure of Heaven, if we estimate 
her bounties, lavished upon us with such a pro- 
fuse band, so lightly. | 
Some gentlemen who are advocates of the 
measures recommended by the Committee of 
Foreign Relations, but who are enemies of war, 
suppose that it will not ‘be necessary to employ, 
or even raise the force contemplated; they be- 
lieve that whenever Great Britain discovers that 
we are determined to maintain our rights by force, 
she will abandon her unjust pretensions, and ren- 
der us ample justice. Could I seriously suppose 
such an effect to follow these preparations, I 
would (much as I deprecate the ‘expense and the 
other evils which attend them) unite with them 
most cordially in their purpose. . But gentlemen 
ought to be cautious how they calculate upon the 
fears of Great Britain. We have made experi- 
ments of the embargo, non-intercourse, and non- 
importation, all addressed to, and intended to oper- 
ate upon her through the medium of the same 
passion, but we found ourselves mistaken. If 
an consult her history, you will find that she 
as never been driven from her purpose by the 
threatening attitude of her enemy, and I assure 
you this is not the time for her to begin. Should 
she continue in her course, your preparations not- 
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On motion of Mr. Morrow, a committee was 
appointed to inquire into the expediency of cop. 
firming the northern boundary of the State of 
Ohio, as designated by the Constitution of tha, 
State; and of providing by Jaw for the actya| 
surveying of the Western boundary lines of the 
said State; to report by bill, or otherwise. \,. 
Morrow. Mr. Lacoek, Mr. Desna, Mr. Wiisyy. 
and Mr. Ponp, were appointed the committee. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


' The bill for raising an additional military force. 
was then taken up. 

Mr. Ruea said, that when he contemplated the 
Message‘of the President, communicated at the 
beginhing of this session of Congress, and tie 
clear, distinct, and comprehensive view of the re. 
lations of the United States with foreign Power, 
therein presented, very little, indeed, appeared (o 
remain to be said on the subject embraced by the 
resolutions reported by the Committee of Foreign 
Relations, or on the subject more particularly 
under consideration. 

Mr. R. observed, that he did not altogether ap- 
prove of the bill in its present form, but he would 
vote for it, believing it was the best, at this time, 
that could be obtained. 

The President of the United States is the Con- 


withstanding, what will those gentlemen do, who | stitutional organ of information to this nation— 


are for showing a bold front, but are against war ? | 
Will they then disband the Army, or will they 
not be compelled to go on, let the consequences 
be what they may. 

Sir, I have detained you and the House longer 
than I expected. I feel grateful for the attention | 
which has been bestowed, and the indulgence | 
which has been extended to me. Permit me, be- 
fore I sit down, to appeal to your judgment, and 
pray you not to engage in the great European 
contest, from which, when once embarked, there 
is no receding, and the consequences of which 
cannot be foreseen. Until the waters subside, | 
and the ancient landmarks of the world reappear 
above the flood, abandon not your ark of safety. 
Venture not on the boisterous ocean, while the 
billows are running mountain high, and the tem- 








what he proclaims to be a-fact, is entitled to the 
highest credit, and is to be believed. More than 
one year has elapsed since he proclaimed to the 
people that the decrees of France were revoked 
sq far as: related tothe neutral commerce of the 

nited States; and at the commencement of this 
session of Congress, he intimates, in his Message, 
successive confirmations of the extinction of those 
decrees, so far as they violated our neutral com- 
merce. These obnoxious decrees, then, certainly 
are so far revoked. In his said Message, the 
President informs that the Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States to France: has carried 
out with him the necessary instructions relative 
to wrongs done tothe commerce of the United 
States by France, and to the restoration of the 
American property seized and condemned; the 


pestis raging. If you do, I fear you will go to | result of which will be communicated to Con- 


the bottom. 

After Mr. Suerrey had concluded, Mr. Ruea | 
said he wished to deliver his sentiments on the 
passage of the bill, but, as it was late, he moved | 
an adjournment, which was carried. 


gress. For these reasons, he would not at prescn! 


investigate the relations of the United States 
with France, or with Denmark, or Russia, or 
with any other Power on the Continent o! 
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| Europe. The report of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, and all the measures of a warlike 
nature growing out of that report, are avowedly 
Sarurpay, January 4. | pointed at England. When it becomes expedi- 
Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- | ent and right for me, said Mr. R.. to take into 
lie Lands, presented a bill to establish a land  oeadbansian the relations of the United States 
district in the Illinois Territory, east of the Dis- | with France, if it ever shall so be, they shall, by 
trict of Kaskaskia, and to attach certain public | me, be considered and acted on without respect 
lands to the District of Jeffersonville; which was | or partiality to persons or things, It has been 
read twice, and committed toa Committee of the | said that the United States are at peace; but i! 
Whole on Tuesday next. . they be at peace, it is a peace of itsown kind. I! 
The bill from the Senate, “for the establish- is a peace of suffering sacrifice—a peace in which: 
ment of a quartermaster’s department,” was read for several years past, the United States have 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Mil- | been enduring all manner of possible injuries and 
itary Establishment. | oppressions infli¢ted by England, without doing 
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one act of hostility in retaliation. But the Presi- 
dent in his Message informs Congress, and this 
nation, “that the British Cabinet perseveres in 
‘the execution, brought home to the threshold of 
‘our territory, of measures which, under existing 
‘ circumstances, have the character, as well as the 
‘effect, of war on our lawful commerce.” This 
declaration, of thé highest authority, sufficiently 
exposes and explodes the opinion that the United 
States are al peace. 

It has also been asked, “did you ever know 
Great Britain to have been drove from her ob- 
ject?” This question is answered directly in the 
affirmative.» Yes, Mr. Speaker, the Revolution- 
ary war, which terminated in the independent 
sovereignty of the United States, presented to 
the world a sublime fact, manifesting that Great 
Britain was driven from her object. Her object 
then was to seize in her unrelenting fangs, and to 
rend in pieces, the innocent and unoffending peo- 


ple of this nation, at that time few in number, 


and ill prepared-to meet the mighty enemy; but 
He, who rules the nations, had determined to 


' separate the people of this nation for ever from 


Great Britain—and, in the end, Great Britain 
was driven from her object. This, however, is 
not all—the defeat of every coalition of European 
Powers, instigated by England against the French 
revolution, gives irresistible evidence of. Great 
Britain being driven from her object. If war | 
shall be with England, it has not been desired on | 
provoked by the United States. Not long after 
the Treaty of Peace, England began her course 
of inimical depredations, and increasing them in 
number and in magnitude, in proportion from 
the time of their beginning, has steadily perse- 
vered in the execution of them to the present 
day; and all that time the United States have 
persevered in their endeavors, by negotiation, to 
obtain an amicable settlement of differences. Yes, 
they have persevered, in a manner bordering too 
near to. humiliation, to avoid war and to live at 
peace; but every friendly proposition has been 
rejected, and it seems as if nothing but the re- 
duction of this nation to a servile state of colonial 
existence, can satiate the appetite of voracious 
England. If, then, war shall be, let England 
look to it—human blood, in the event, will be 
poured out, and will flow to increase that ocean 
of blood which loudly calls for retribution. _ In 
relation to the issue of a war, the United States 
have nothing to fear; for on this side is arrayed 
eternal justice, unfurling her flaming standard 
and conducting to victory. 

This subject has been treated as if the United 
States had no cause of war with England, and 
as if they were wantonly provoking war: this 
leads.to consider the causes of war; the means of 
carrying on war; and the object of war. But it 
is asked, will you go to war for commerce? It 
is answered, England has been at war for com- 
merce the greatest part of two hundred years; 
and shall not the United States protect their 
commerce, im which is invalved the safety of 
their seamen and the rights of the people? 

The causes of war which this nation has are 
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many. England -has violated the sovereignty of 
the United States in many particulars: every im- 
pressment of an American seaman is a violation 
of that sovereignty—thousands of them have 
been impressed and refused to be restored; pro- 
perty of citizens of the United States, to a great 
amount, has been unlawfully captured and con- 
demned; and England has refused indemnifica- 
tion.. Pierce was murdered, and his bones are 
crumbling into dust, near the bones of those who, 
in the direful prison ship Jersey, at New York, 
were sacrificed to appease the wrath of the of- 
fended majesty of England. Although an atone- 
ment has been made by promise, and accepted, 
for the murderous attack on the Chesapeake, the 
blood of the ill-fated American seaman who was 
forced from that unresisting ship (and afterwards, 
under a name, tyrant-like,. imposed on him, was 
murdered on a gallows at Halifax) has not yet 
changed its color. What shall be said of the 
many forgeries of American ship-papers, and of 
the many counterfeitings of the American flag, 
whereby ‘that flag, the sovereign ensign of this 
Union, became a shame and disgrace, and a by- 
word among the nations of Continental Europe; 
and the loss of a great quantity of the property of 
the citizens of the United States in consequence 
thereof acerued? What shail be said of the dis- 
avowal of the arrangement made in good faith 
by the United States with Mr. Erskine, the ac- 
credited Minister of England? But it was disa- 
vowed, and that disavowal was a just cause of 
war. By the Treaty of Amiens, England, then 
in possession of Malta, stipulated to surrender it 
to the Grand Master of the order of St. John of 
Jerusalem; England afterwards refused to sur- 
render Malta to that order, and war, for that vio- 
lation of a solemn agreement, was by France 
recommenced, and has since continued with una- 
bating fury. Let the many voluminous docu- 
ments containing all the diplomatic correspond- 
ence between the United States.and England, by 
their respective Ministers, on the subject of exist- 
ing differences, be read over, and the astonished 
reader will turn from them with disgust; for they 
present, on the part of Enyland, want of faith, 
and a determination to do nothing by negotiation: 
and good faith and a strong desire on the part of 
the United States to do nothing without negotia- 
tion, endeavoring thereby to preserve peace with 
England. 

What shall be said of the domineering inter- 
ference in the Florida business? or of the en- 
couragement given by England to citizens of the 
United States to violate the laws of their own 
Government? What shall be Said of the late 
attack on the frigate President? © Will it be said 
that, notwithstanding all these monstrous viola- 
tions of the sovereignty of this nation, and of 
every moral principle, there is no cause for war 
against England? Let the declaration be boldly 














avowed. that he who makes it may be known, 
But it has been said that war will endanger 
our Republican institutions; and that a Republi- 
ean Government cannot stand the shock of war. 
If this doctrine be-true, that a Republican Gov- 
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ernment cannot stand the shock-of war in vindi- 
cation of its inalienable and moral rights, it.is 
bad, indeed—worse than bad—not worth con- 
tending for—a Government not able to defend 
itself against all aggression ought to be changed ; 
but the Government of the United States is not 
a Government of this description. The Consti- 
tution of the United States, in the development 
of its principles, will manifest that the Govern- 
ment of this nation is'as strang, if not stronger, 
than any Government in the world, and for this 
plain reason, that it is a Government of the 
people. 

The sovereign people ‘of this nation know all 
these things, and it was almost unnecessary to 
have taken this cursory view of those many 
causes of war. Many of the people of these 
United States know by sad experience that these 
things are true. It is intimated that the United 
States have not the means to carry on a war: 
certainly the true state of the resources of this 
nation had not been maturely considered: The 
late census will manifest a powerful population 
—provisions of every species plentifully abound, 
and money to carry on a war can be obtained 
without the aid of direct taxation; arms, and a 
sufficient quantity of every munition of war, of 
the manufacture of the United States, is nearly, 
if not wholly, provided. But it has béen observed 
that the United States cannot supply their arm- 
ies with necessary clothing: to this it is answered, 
let the manufactures of the United States be 
declared to be preferred to those of foreign coun- 
tries; let a fair price be offered for cloth made of 


wool, of cotton, of flax, and of hemp; let the citi-. 


zens ‘be assured that their manufactures will be 
purchased in preference to the manufactures of 
foreign nations; and there is no doubt but that, 
within six months after issuing such a declara- 
tion, there will be ready to be delivered a most 
abundant supply of every article of clothing, and 
whatever may be necessary for the army; and the 
several articles will be of better texture and wear 
longer,and ata price as low, if not lower, than 
foreign manufactures fit for the same use. Let 
the citizens only know that the Government will 
depend on them for a sufficient supply of those 
articles for the armies, and they will be provided ; 
there is pleaty of wool, cotton, flax, and hemp. 
Let the declaration be mude, and the women of 
this nation of every rank who can, will set them- 
selves to the work, in which they will emulate 
each other. and glory in the business of providing 
cloth which is to go to clothe some of the brave 
men who will be engaged in the war. So long 
as foreign manhfactures, probably of the worst 
kiad, are preferred to our own manufactures, 
what hope cam there be of a good supply? If 
war be, said Mr. R., it appears at present to me, 
that the objects are to recover the seamen of the 
United States from British slavery—to have com- 
plete indemnity for all the property of citizens of 
the United States, wrongfully captured and con- 
demned by Great Britain—and a complete guar- 
antee against impressing American seamen—and 
against capturing American property in future. 
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That all that part of North America which joins 
the United States on the Northeast, North, and 
Northwest, shall be provided for in a mode 
which ‘will forever thereafter put it out of the 
power of Great Britain, or of any British trader, 
agent, or factor, or company of British traders, to 
supply Indian tribes with arms and ammunition; 
to mstigate and excite Indians to, disturb and 
harass our frontiers, and to murder and scaip 
helpless women and children—-and last, but not 
least, to secure and irrevocably fix that grand 
maritime prineiple, “that free ships shall make 
free persons’ and free goods;” and then, and not 
until that is established, will the sovereign rights 
of the United States, relative to commerce, be 
conipletely established, and the ocean be, what 
the Creator designed it to be, the highroad of 
nations. 

When, on the records of Eternity, an appor- 
tionment of great men was made to the several 
nations-of the.human family, a full proportion 
was allowed to England. England, indeed, has 
had her Shakespeare and Milton, who explored 
all the regions: of fancy and imagination. Eng- 
land has had her Newton and Locke. The first 
investigated and explained the laws of matter 
and motion; the last penetrated the inmost re- 
cesses of the human soul, and made the whole 
internal world his own. England has had a 
Hampden and a,Chatham,. the ever to be cele- 
brated true political friends of the liberties of 
their country. England has also had her Tillot- 
son, Sherlock, and Porteus, to whom may be 
added Usher and Pearson, whose writings and 
lectures, almost. divine, on moral and theological 
subjects, were sufficient to have persuaded a na- 
tion to virtue “and goodness—and England has 
lately had a Sir William Jones, of incomparable, 
stupendous genius; of the most extensive erudi- 
tion in languages, arts, and sciences; of the most 
profound kaowledge. of morality, politics, and re- 
ligion; a man whose conduct in life eminently 
corresponds with his knowledge in the practice 
of virtue, morality,and religion—a man who was 
adequate to the salvation of a sinking nation. 
Yes, England has had these and many other 
illustrious men, all of whom shone like stars of 
the first magnitude; and what benefit has England 
derived from the example and writings of these 
illustrious men? Has England learned from 
them that for a nation to be truly great and good, 
it must be, and continue to be, in the practice ol 
those moral duties which cemeut individuals ani 
nations, and which ineuleate the grand moral 
priociple of * not doing to vthers what we would 
not that others would do untous?” Hassuch been 
the conduct of England towards the world—to- 
wards the United States? Let a history of the 
two nations, in relation to each other since the 
Treaty of Peace, be recorded, and it will answer, 
emphatically, with a murmur dreadful as the 
sound of death—No! 

The President in his Message has informed 
Congress * that the. period is now arrived which 
claims from the legislative guardians of the na- 
tional rights a system of more ample provisious 
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t | United States to adopt! Such threatened retali- 
) be misunderstood—from it the following conclu- | ation, if adopted, will be exactly in unison, and 


' sions evidently are deduced : that all prospect of | perfectly accord in principle, with that speeies of 


ey 3S 
$} 


a successful termination of differences by negoti- | retaliation which England insists she adopted, by 
ation with England is at an end—that negotiation | her Orders in Council, against France, for her 
is done—that a system of more ample provisions.| Berlin and Milan decrees. 





to guard the rights of this nation is now neces- | This mode of retaliation amounts to this: A 
> sary--that is, a system more ample to support the | strikes _B, and B afterwards strikes A; A, as he 
‘national rights, than the system: of negotiation.:| says, retaliates, and beats B; afterwards Bsues A 
B For, (says the Message,) “ notwithstanding the | in a court of justice for damages. Ought judg- 
‘scrupulous justice, the protracted moderation, | ment to be rendered for A, the first assailant, on 
‘andthe multiplied efforts on the part of the Uni- | the ground of retaliation, or rather justification ? 


‘ted States, to substitute for the ties al the Who will say itought? But it may be said that 


By 





‘ dangers to the peace of the twe countries, all the | there is no tribunal wherein which this cause be- 
‘mutual advantages of re-established harmony and | tween the United States and England may be 


™* confidence, we have seen that the British Cabinet | tried. Yes, sir, there is a tribunal that will ren- 


‘perseveres, not only in withholding:a remedy for | der righteous judgment—the very same just tri- 


» ‘ other wrongs, so long and so loudly calling for it; ;} bunal who presided over the last great. trial be- 


hy 


‘old of our territory, of measures, which, under 


'‘ but in the exeeution, brought home to the thresh- | tween the United States and England. 

The President in his Message has performed 
‘existing cireumstances, have the character, as | his Constitutional duty tothis nation; he has clear- 
-‘ wellas the effect, of war on our lawful commerce. | ly given his opinion on the inefficacy of negotia- 
‘With this: evidence of hostile inflexibility, in ; tion; he has apprized Congress of the state of 
‘trampling on rights which no independent nation | things, and recommended measures to meet the 
‘can relinquish, Congress will feel the duty of | approaching crisis; all weight of responsibility is 


‘putting the United States into an armor and an | now therefore on Congress, and Congress is re- 


are 
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‘attitude demanded by the crisis,and correspond- | sponsible to this nation; there is no turning or 
‘ing with the national spirit and expectations.” | winding whereby the responsibility arising on this 
The Message then goes on—“I recommend, ac- | most important question, can be evaded. And let 
‘cordingly, that adequate provision ought.to be | it be remembered, that in this question is involved, 
‘made for filling the ranks and prolonging the | the sovereign rights of the United States, And 
‘enlistments of the regular troops; foran auxiliary | now, Mr. Speaker, after. expressing my grateful 
‘ force, to be engaged for a more limited time; for | acknowledgments to you and to this House, for 
‘the acceptance of volunteer corps; for detach- | the attention evidently manifested to me, I will, 
‘ments of the militia.” » This then is the system | for the present, forbear saying any more on the 
which the President recommends to be substitu- | subject. e iripee 

ted for the ineffectual system of negotiation ; aj Mr. Pickens.—Mr. Speaker, it is with much 
system which he would not have recommended | diffidence that I rise to offer my sentiments on 
ithe had entertained any prospect of settlement | this great subject, especially after the length of 
by negotiation, over which the Constitution has | debate which has already tried the patience of 
vested him with all power. Notwithstanding all | this assembly. But, called to the decision of a 
this, it has been surmised that negotiation with | question involving matters of solemn interest to 
England is still going on. Mr. Speaker; this is | my country, | hope to be indulged in a few re- 
not possible—the suspicion is unworthy of the | marks. , 
Chief Magistrate of this nation; for, in what| The peaceful habits of our citizens; the inde- 
manner, or how, can he negotiate? He has | pendent resources of our country; the unexam- 
nothing, nor can he have anything to offer to | pled share of civil liberty we enjoy, and the 
England until England shall revoke her Orders | genius of our Republican institutions, all con- ‘ 
in Council, so that they shall cease to violate the | spire to render war unwelcome. I will, there- 
neutral rights of the United States; and England | fore, be among the last to call my countrymen 
declares she will not so revoke her Orders in | from the pursuits of civil life, while there is any 
Council, until the United States shall compel | alternative left whereby our national rights can 
France to admit the manufactures of England— | be defended in peace. With this impression I 
a demand unreasonable, unjust, with which the | have attentively heard all the arguments ad- 
United States have nothing to do. Let France | vanced in opposition to the bill before us, both 
and England battle out their own disputes, the | while it was in the form of a resolution, and 
United States have business plenty of their own, | since it has assumed its present shape, in hopes 
with each of these Powers to manage, without | that some such alternative might be proposed ; 
interfering with that which belongs to either, | for if any such had existed, 1 cannot for a mo- 
against the other; and besides all this, the United | ment suppose that it could have escaped the no- 
States are threatened in the most insulting man- | tice of gentlemen of such ample abilities as those 
ner that if they do not repeal the non-importation | who have so fully argued in opposition to the 
law, it will lead to measures of retaliation; so| principle of this bill. In this hope, however, I 
then, England, the original aggressor threatens | have been entirely disappointed, No substitute 
to retaliate on the United States, for a measure | for this measure has as yet been proposed. 

which England, by her injustice, compelled ihe | When we are told of the evils attendant ona ° 
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state of things such as this measure will produce, 
the argument is but half made; we all must be 
confident that such is our situation, that evils 
will attend any course we can take. That evils 
attend our present position is evident to every 
man; and evils incalculable mast visit our coun- 
try, if we continue to slumber, while rights so 
essential to our national importance, and indi- 
vidual prosperity, are sweeping away. It has 
been regretted by an honorable gentleman who 
yesterday addressed you, that “the object as well 
as the cause of war had not been defined before 
these preparations were made.” These are in- 
timately connected together, and have become so 
familiar to every one as not to be capable of mis- 
understanding. The cause and object of this pre- 
paratory, proceeding seems perfectly well known 
in this House, and they are equally known to the 
people at large, whose interests and feelings are 
so much affected. If it was the understanding 
of that gentleman, the object should have been 
formally decided on by an act or resolution of 
this House, as was the opinion of another gen- 
tleman from the same State, (Mr. Ranpowpn,) 
in his remarks some time ago, a slight view of our 
situation will point to the impolicy of such an 
order of proceeding. The nature of our military 
strength consisting, in times of peace, of militia— 
the great extent over which our population is 
scattered, and the freedom of discussion peculiar 
in this country as to matters of public notice, 
will at all times render it impracticable to put 
the country in a complete state of preparation 
for defence in a very short time. Without a 
single soldier enlisted, would it be prudent to in- 
vite the hostile acts of an enemy by making it 
known that we were determined to resist by 
foree the infringements of our rights ? 

As to the various injuries and insults which 
have been heaped on our country by the foreign 
belligerents, and which are yet increasing from 
Great Britain, they are topics sufficiently ex- 
plained, and but too well understood. 

- It is admitted by every gentleman who has 
spoken on the subject, that we have a good cause 
of war with that nation, and that this cause has 
existed ever since the Orders in Council were 
issued. Yet the honorable gentleman yesterday 
contended that the inhuman practice of impress- 
ing our Seamen is not a sufficient reason for so 
serious a contest; that we permit foreigners 
naturalized to enter our ships, and. therefore, as 
the doetrine of expatriation is abused, the British 
cruisers have a right to reseize their subjects, in 
doing which mistakes may sometimes be made. 
Can we inthis way reconcile the cries of our 
citizens, our native citizens, consigned to slavery 
in the ships of another nation? But supposing 
this cause, so shocking to humanity, to be un- 
worthy of defence; the other ground, arising more 
from our interest, and which is admitted to be 
a good cause of war, cannot be weakened by it. 

e are asked by the same honorable member 
“why our nation has not long ago resisted by 
force the acts of the British Government, when 
the same cause then existed?” If it was’ a ne- 
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cessary consequence that because we have been 
too patient heretofore, we ought to continue so. 
it may be observed that our Government entered 
an early protest against the edicts of both bellig- 
erents, and have continued to press the justice of 
our claims for a repeal of them; and, finally, the 
proposition arising from the act of May, 1810, 
which we considered an appeal to their interests 
equally, had the effect of neutralizing one of them, 
so far as to cease offering us causes of war. And 
until then we had two enemies, each of whom 
was a nation the most formidable of the moderp 
world, holding between them the seals of Europe. 
And not till February last, shortly before the 
close of the last Congress, did Great Britain single 
herself out against us. If policy, therefore, can 
be aconsideration for greater forbearance, when 
we have two great enemies than when we have 
one only, we have this consideration for the dif- 
ference to be observed in the mode of resistance, 
which, in point of strict right, might have been 
always Vigorous since the year 1806. And cer- 
tainly the honorable gentleman will allow us to 
calculate in this way, inasmuch as he has called 
on us tocount the amount of loss we have sus- 
tained by the Orders in Council, to ascertain whe- 
ther our rights ififringed by them are worth de- 
fending. To show this, we are told of the amount 
of exports to France during the year 1807, from 
the entry in the custom-house books. From which 
it would appear, that our clearances of produce 
fot French ports during that year, amounted 
only to a little more than two millions, while those 
for the ~English ports amounted to upwards of 
twenty-eight millions. I confess Iam bat little 
conversant in commercial transactions, but I be- 
lieve itis known from various causes, the clear- 
ances from our ports for those of France, in the 
year alluded to, were unusually small, and even 
bore a small proportion to the trade that actually 
did reach the French ports from ours. If so, the 
custom-house books could not be a fair criterion 
of the amount, even during that year. It is also 
worthy of notice that during the same year the 
blockade of the northern coast of France was in 
foree, which must have had great influence on 
the result of that year’s exports. Other causes 
might have operated during the period to which 
our attention has been called, as the Orders in 
Council have ever since done, to diminish the 
amount of our trade to many ports of the Conti- 
nentof Europe. Our country, through every class 
of its citizens, feels sensibly the effects of that 
system of maritime plunder arising from the edicts 
of the belligerents, which has no parallel in the 
civilized world. It will be hard to convince us, 
contrary to the evidence of our own senses, thal 
our losses are trivial. But suppose the object in 
dispute to have been as small as you please, even 
less than the expense of defending it, is it there- 
fore a consequence that we-are to abandon it? 
If we get in the habit of valuing our rights. to see 
whether they ate worth the cost of defending, we 
may squander them all by retail. If this calcu- 
lating principle had been the order of the day at 
the eve of our Revolution, would the pitiful tax 
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on tea, the stamp act, &c., have been found to'be | proportion have exactions been made upon it. 


sufficient ground for a seven years’ war? No—) The experience of England itself is a sufficient 


it was the principle our ancestors contended for, 
and it is the principle now which we view as of 
most importance. The same honorable member 
has exposed the idea of contending against the 
Orders in Council as mere quixotism—as mere 
windmill attack—mere fighting against paper! 
| would ask if the seizure of our property bound 
toa lawful market is only paper? Is the practi- 
eal enforcing of the blockades of an extensive 
coast, mere paper? If so, I will ask, whether on 


the same principle, the oppressive measures of | our liberties are not to be.invaded. 


that Government, which led to our independence, 
were paper. 

The next exception his imagination suggests, 
isto an argument in favor of this bill, whieh, I 
will venture to say, never existed but in imagi- 
nation: “that to raise the military genius of the 
nation would be a sufficient object of war.” This 
ideal argument is assailed with as little mercy 
as Don Quixote ever attacked a windmill. God 
knows, we have real cause enough for war with- 
out the aid of fancy! It is rather unaccountable 
that a genius for chivalry had held in such ridi- 
cule the idea of defending national honor—a prin- 
ciple which he applauds in private life, but holds 
as not worthy a-nation’s while tocontend for. And 
to prepare us for the degrading terms of submis- 
sion to foreign usurpation, we are told that we 
have paid tribute to the Barbary Powers! Honor 
isa rule between equals only. If we have found 
it expedient to purchase terms from a Power but 
little removed above our Western savages, will 
it therefore follow that such terms are admissible 
between two civilized and independent States ? 
Here honor isa principle so useful, that other 
blessings cannot long be useful without it. 

Again, we are asked, if we will attempt the 
“ideal project of contending for national law, 
which has long since been buried under French 
domination?” It is but too true that, between 
the two belligerents, this great law has been 
trampled on and disregarded ; but its principles, I 
hope, will forever survive, and I trust we will 
unite in the measure proposed, to vindicate and 
quicken its dying spirit. In this, mueh rests on 
us, we are the only nation on earth to whom this 
task is now intrusted. 

I view this period as one so eventful that any step 
we can take, may prove important, not merely in 
its immediate consequences, but during our history 
as a commonwealth. It is of lasting moment to 
a nation, aspiring to an equal and honorable rank 
among its neighbors, that none of its annals should 
be stained with the voluntary relinquishment of 
any of its rights. Precedent becomes as much a 


example of this fact. When a timid Monarch 
has held the reins of that Kingdom, encroach- 
ments were made with the greatest success—then 
it was that the Pope has always urged his pre- 
_tensions—then have his bulls shaken the English 
throne. By a vigorous resistance to the inroads 
which are made on our essential rights, we may 
not only relieve the injured rights of our country, 
and repel the progress of lawiess aggression, but 
afford a lasting memento to foreign nations that 
When in ad- 
dition to this, it is considered that the right of 
carrying our produce to foreign markets; in a 
word, the right of regulating commerce, is one ex- 
pressly sanctioned by our Revolutionary patriots 
in their Declaration of Independence, and sup- 
ported by their valor in trying times; the duty 
on us becomes indispensable, to protect it unem- 
cumbered for posterity, who have a fair claim to 
the valuable inheritance. 

But it is said that you cannot raise an army, 
and an example is drawn fromthe Army in 1798, 
under Mr. Adams’s Administration. With defer- 
ence to those who have used this argument, and 
east so much obloquy on the proposed army, I 
caunot see any analogy between that case and 
the present, either as to the apparent object, or 
the manner of service. What French territory 
lay adjacent to us at that day, or in reach of our 
Army? Or wasit contemplated to carry our arms 
to the banks of the Rhine or the Danube? Al- 
though itis true that men of sober and industrious 
habits will seldom enlist in time of peace, to lie 

| at some outpost, where the use of an army consists 
not so much in actual service, as in the mere idea 
of being ready for service—but let an occasion 
like the present offer, when it is known that the 
| sovereignty of the country must be defended ; 
the strength of the nation will immediately be 
nerved; we can then command the best and brav- 
est youth of the country. It is at such times that 
miiitary merit is first discovered. And here let 
me say to my worthy colleague (Mr. Macon,) who 
some days ago expressed an apprehension lest a 
suitable character might not be found or selected 
to command the Army, that there is really nosuch 
danger, the occasion will produce such a charac- 
ter, as every other occasion of the kind has done. 
The military genius of our first Revolutionary 
hero might bave slumbered unknown, but for an 
occasion which was to call it into useful exertion. 

The contemplated attack on the British Prov- 
| inces adjoining us has been emphatically called 
“a war of offence.” Although the mode of war- 
fare may be in the abstract view of it offensive, 


law in national concerns, ds in our tribunals of jus- | yet when it isconsidered as the only mode in our 
tice. ‘What we now abandon without spirited | reach, for defending rights universally recognised 
resistance, we need never expect togain. History | and avowedly violated, its character is changed. 
affords no instance of a nation securing, or suc-| In the present case, our property, in the course of 
cessfully resisting encroachments on its sovereign- la fair trade toa foreign market, is seized by the 
ty, when this resistance has been weak and timid. unlaw/ul measures of Great Britain, (to say no- 
On the contrary, does not all experience show, | thing of impressmentand other indignities.) Our 
that in proportion as a nation is found regardless | verbal remonstrances, and every attempt at nego- 
of injuries, even of minor consequence, in that | tiation, is found ineffectual ; these injuries she is 
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still earrying on with marksof increased injustice 
on every sea where she finds our property or sea- 
men; we cannot meet her on that element—the 
only point where we can reach her is the rich, 
and to her the all-important territories on. our 
North. Has not the proposed measure therefore 
every essential characteristic of defence? The 

“idea of a war for the purpose of conquest, is ab- 
horrent to the American people, and foreign from 
the principles of their-Government. 

But we are told that “ Great Britain is fighting 
for the liberties of the world ;” and again, that 
“she is not to be driven from the Baltic nor from 
anywhere else.” If the last expression has allu- 
sion to the naval feat by which the Danish fleet 
was swept away, it is a very unfortunate circum- 
stance to be mentioned in the same speech with 
the former, for it is questionable whether there is 
to be found an incident, in point of perfidy and 
injustice, to equal it in the civilized world. And 
when was it that Great Britain commenced her 
career in the laudable purpose of universal emanci» 
pation? Wasitin 1775? Was it on this pursuit 
that her campaigns were performed through our 
land? If she will only extend common justice 
to us, or rather let us alone, it is all the favor I 
would ask frem her. 

As to any partiality between the two contend- 
ing Powers, I hope there exists none in-any Amer- 
ican, there is no reason why there should be any: 
for every nation is governed by interest; we can 
calculate nothing on friendship from any. 

If it were a question at the early dawn of our 
Government, before the habits of our people were 
formed, whether it would not be to the nation’s 
best interest to trust maritime commerce to other 
hands entirely for several ages, 1am not prepared 
to answer in the negative And even now, as to 
the carrying trade proper, I am not inclined to 
view it as an object worthy of defence by war. 
But this direct trade, which earries the produce 
of our farmers io market, has been patronized by 
our Government under every Administration, and 
as the pursuits and habits of our citizens have 
under that system of things been -formed, and as 
our country was growing under it in a degree un- 
exampled, its protection has ceased to be at this 
day a question. 

ret this species of trade, all-important to the 
agricultural interest, is nearly extinguished. That 
every pacific policy has been tried in vain, is evi- 
dent from the restrictive acts and the voluminous 
documents which have annually appeared, and 
which now load your mails to every corner of the 
Union. In these communications, the British 
Ministers express much concern for the misunder- 
standing between the two nations, while their 
conduct, the sole cause of misunderstanding, is 
continued with multiplied marks of injustice. 1 
say the sole cause of misunderstanding, for what 
politician will say that the refusal to ratify a 
treaty, or the laying an embargo, is any good 
cause of offence? And what cause of offence 
has proceeded from us?’ None. We have the 
solitary honor of a Government unexampled for 
its good faith, and in this instance for its modera- 
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tion; for during allthe attempts at adjusiment 
for years past, our property was sweeping from 
the ocean before our eyes, ith this spectacle 
before us, are we to.sit down cooly and calculate 
in dollars, cents, and mills, what will be the cost 
of defending ourselves? If this had been the 
cool philosophy of seventy-six, you and I would 
not have been here. And if we temporize, while 
energy and action alone can save, we may entai! 
‘lasting evils on the nation. 

Mr. Lownpes.—Mr. Speaker, the late period of 
the debate will necessarily shorten the observa. 
tions 1 had intended to. make. I concur, indeed, 
entirely in the opinion expressed by the gentleman 
from North Carolina—that it is now unnecessary 
to prove that we have cause of war against Eng- 
land. The gentleman from Virginia, who yes. 
terday opposed the bill, conceded this point with 
as much prudence as candor. The value of the 
concession, however, was impaired by the remark 
that we have equal cause of war against France, 
That we had equal cause of war, sir, against 
France ; that we have equal claims for indemni- 
fication against both Powers, I feel nodisposition to 
deny. Both, have, indeed, been at war with us ; but 
the easy distinction between their eases is this— 
that the one Power has terminated its differences 
with us by a treaty which we ourselves proposed, 
while the other continues without mitigation its 
War upon our commerce. 

In acknowledging, sir, that we have cause of 
war, the gentleman from Virginia denies its ob- 
ject to be either important or attainable. 

That any importance should be attached to the 
object on the score of honor, is described as a ro- 
mantic notion. But in the policy which it dic- 
tates, an enlarged view of national interest, usu- 
ally concurs with a nice sense of national honor. 
It is impossible to compute the money-value of 
rights, like those in dispute between England and 
America. No rule of arithmetic will give you 
an answer as to the expense at which they may 
be worth defending. Let them be renounced and 
the loss will be felt; not for one year, but per 
haps for the whole term of our’ existence as one 
nation. Let them te renounced, and every re- 
maining right becomes more precarious by the 
encouragement which is offered for its infraction. 
Our object then, in resistance to England, is the 
preservation of that character, without which 
neutrality must bea burden. Its duties would 
be exacted and its rights forgotten. The in)port- 
ance of this character, even to our pecuniary in- 
terests, results from its effects in controlling the 
rapacity of foreign nations. It addresses itself to 
their prudence. It offers the only effectual cor- 
rective to that temptation of immediate interest 
which the belligerent. must always feel in the 
plunder of the neutral. 

If this view of the object of the war be correct, 
the observations of the honorable gentleman in 
respect to the relative value of our export trade 
to England and France, lose much of their im- 
portance. That his conclusions indeed are sub- 
stantially erroneous, appear from his excluding 
from his statements (as . has himself remarked) 
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the whole amount.of trade to such countries as, 

although completely under the dominion .of | 


France, are not within its old limits or those of 


the Netherlands. His conclusions are impugned | 
by another fact, which every man equally must 

know—I mean that much of American produce | 
shipped to England is consumed on the Continent. | 

The immediate, occasion of the war then, (if we | 
attribute it.to the interruption of our trade,) is 

reatly more important than the gentleman from | 
Virginia has supposed it, and yet more important 
will be the effect of manly resistance on the char- 
acter of the country—the effect of that character 
on our chances of future neutrality and prosperity. 

But the importance of the object, if the object 
be unattainable, cannot, we are told, be a reason 
for pursuing it. If the object of the war be the 
defence of national character, it cannot be unat- 
tainable. But suppose it designed only to procvre 
a revocation of the Orders in Council—has the 
honorable gentleman given us a very consistent 
argument to prove that this effect cannot be pro- 
duced ? 

He has told us, that we can do England little 
injury by sea,and even that we shall be unable 
to raise troops for the invasion of her provinces 
in our neighborhood. As to the injury which 
we may do her at sea, the number and enterprise 
of our seamen, the near approach to our coast, 
which the vessels engaged in her most valuable 
trade must make, and the general opinion of naval | 
men, must determine the question. But that we | 
shall be unable to raise the army proposed, or to 
occupy Canada in less than five years, is an as- 
sertion too humiliating to be admitted without 
proof. We have been told, indeed, that the troops 
are most easily raised in a country which is in- 
vaded ; but the opinion is contradicted by expe- 

| 








a 


rience and reason. In the moment of invasion, 
every man is employed in attendmg to his prop- 
erty, in removing his family, or in securing them 
ahome and subsistence. During the Revolution- 
ary war, the greatest number of troops was, I 
think, enlisted in States which were safest from 
invasion. Our country will probably offer as large 
a proportion of its population now as then, and this 
will be a force amply adequate to the occasion. 


how our resistance on land can remove the Eng- 
lish Orders in Council. He supposes, however, 
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spectres which haunt but few imaginations out 
of this House. The ruin of our Constitution and 
of our seaports is to be the inevitable consequence 
of the war. But are these dangers peculiar to 
the war in which we expect to be involved? 
That war is io itselfan evil, that it is not unat- 
tended by distress and bloodshed, weknow. The 
honest statesman will avoid it, when he can doso 
without renouncing the honor and the essential 
interests of his country. When these require, he 
will meet it. But, from the general evils of war, 
what conclusion does the gentleman draw ? That 
we should never engage in it? Is it not strange, 
that so practical a statesman, the denouncer of 
the remantic notion of a war of honor, should 
have indulged this vision of a perpetual peace ? 
The danger to our Constitution is perhaps that 
which the gentleman considers the mostalarming. 
A standing army offers an instrument which may 
atany time be employed against liberty. Iam not 
afraid, sir, of terms. A standing army—a large 
regular force, maintained in time of peace, would 
be a just subject of public jealousy. But the 
force proposed is nota standing army. It will 
be employed against a foreign enemy, or it will 
be disbanded. While engaged in war, the most 
timid politician will see it without alarm; and 
on the return of peace, the same cause will re- 
move our fears for private security and public 
liberty, That cause is to be found in the bill 
upon your table—in the ample and wise provision 
for the future support of the soldier—in his free- 
hold. The most jealous patriots of England have 
considered their militia, although a regular force, 
as the natural protector of public liberty, because 
its officers are required to possess a landed quali- 
fication. But this security for the good behaviour 
of the officers we extend to every soldier in the 
army. ‘That these men should, at the conclusion 
of the war, leave their lands unvisited, to follow 
an ambitious General to a desperate and disgrace- 
fulconflict with their fellow-citizens, is impossible. 
From a military usurpation, such as the gen- 
tleman so much dreads, we were saved, he says, 
after the war of the Revolution, by the virtue of 
one man. To the merits of General Wasuine- 


| ron, my feelings and my judgment equally sub- 
But the gentleman from Virginia cannot see | scribe. 


He had a mind too great to be bribed by 
title or by power. If a Crown had been within 
his reach, hé would have disdained it. But a 


that this conduct of nations depends upon their | Crown never was within his reach. The men 
interest, and that even now it may be doubted | who most loved and revered him, whose lives he 
whether the interests of England do not require | might have commanded as the protector of his 


a revocation of these orders. 


them, and they will produce to England some 
inconvenience and some diversion of her. force. 
If it be doubiful, then, whether it be her interest 
to continue her orders while we patiently submit 
to them, it should seem certain that it must be 
her interest to repeal them when their continu- 
ance involves thé additional inconveniences which 
even the languid war which has been predicted 
would produce. 

_, Phe honorable gentleman, determined to alarm, 
if he cannot convince us, unfolds‘a muster-roll of 


Now let our efforts | country, were incapable of becoming the slaves 
be as weak as the gentleman has represented | of any despot. 


[ will not consent, sir, to demol- 
ish the fair fame of our Revolutionary Army, 
that its fragments may be employed in raising a 

| monument even to WASHINGTON. 

The Constitution is as little endangered by the 
influence, as by the physical force which this 
| army may give to Government. The body of 
| electors throughout our country, is too numerous 

to be corrupted by commissions. In their expec- 
tations of office, there are always more candidates 
who*fail than succeed. Disappointment will be 
stronger than gratitude. 
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The expense of the war, sir, is another danger 
by which the mind of the -honorable gentleman 
is oppressed. The estimate for the Peace Estab- 
lishment of a former year, proved inadequate, 
Military movements had been unexpectedly re- 

uired from it, And because a peace estimate is 
ened not to answer for war, the gentleman infers 
that a war estimate will be equally defective— 
nor was the difference (unless J am greatly mis- 
taken) between the estimate'and expenditure of 
the war alluded to, as great as has been supposed. 
The estimate was for the support of the ae 
The expenditure was for the support of the Army, 
and for the purchase of arms, and for the building 
of fortifications. 

The ability of this country to support a much 
larger force than is proposed, results necessarily 
from its population and its wealth. By wealth I 
do not mean its income in money, but its large 
surplus produce beyond the necessary consump- 
tion of its inhabitants. On this circumstance de- 
pends the number of troops which a nation may 
maintain. How can it be believed that the sur- 
plus produce of the United States is inadequate 
to the support, nee war, of forty or fifty thou- 
sand men. With a fayorable climate and fertile 
soil, and an industrious people, it. should seem 
that this nation must be able to support in war, 
nearly as large a force, in proportion to its popu- 
lation, as any other State. Yet Sweden, with a 
third of our population, with the severest climate 
and the most barren soil, has maintained larger 
armies than the honorable gentleman supposes 
the United States capable of supporting. The 
expense of the Army, too, although the nation 
would be unable to bear it during war, will by, 
the operation of the funding system, be chiefly 
thrown on years of peace. Then it will diminish 
sensibly the profitsof returning commerce. Yet, 
it is true, that in aid of loans, internal taxes must 
be resorted to, and these the honorable gentleman 
supposes that the people cannot be persuaded to 


y: 
hic, the people have paid perhaps a third of 
their moneys to the experiments of the restrictive 
system, by submitting to exclusion from the trade 
of the rest of the world ; y would probably pay 
yet more to ihe monopoly of England, and I will 
not ype that they can refuse any sacrifice of 
pee ortunes to an honorable defence of their 
rights. 

ut our seaport towns are to be laid. in ashes. 
We do not refrain however from all resistance to 
the Indians on our frontier, because they employ 
the scalping knife and the torture; and indigna- 
tion rather than fear would be excited, if we be- 
lieved England the incendiary which the hono- 
rable gentleman describes her. I do not yet 
believe it. She has not yet so far renounced the 
rules.of civilized warfare, as to attack a town 
merely to destroy, without the intention or the 
power to retain it, 

Such, sir, are the dangers to America which 
the honorable gentleman supposes that a war 
with England will involve. But there is yet, we 
are told, another danger, a danger to England 
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America, which cannot raise an army, and can- 
not pay one, which cannot injure her enemy at 
sea, nor in five years obtain possession of a coun- 
try on its own borders, containing perhaps two 
or three hundred thousand inhabitants—America 
is to subvert the balance of Europe, and to destroy 
the nation which the same speech represented 
her as unable to resist. The Orders in Council, 
a continuance of which is required neither by the 
honor nor interest of England, our ineffectual hos. 
tility can furnish no motives to repeal. And from 
this ineffectual hostility we are to refrain, lest it 
subject her to France. Such arguments, sir, if 
they-were not inconsistent, would yet be inad- 
missible. We must leave the case of British in- 
terests to British statesmen. 

Yet I pretend not to the courage which can 
view with indifference the power of that man 
who rules sixty millions of active and civilized 
Europeans, who directs by his sole will the whole 
force of a people just escaped from the violence 
of revolution, and uniting to the submission of 
slavery all the force and energy of freedom. But 
even although England should fall, though the 
trident and sceptre should be united in the hands 
of the French Emperor, the intelligent patriot 
would place his best hopes in the unbroken spirit 
of the country. We should be most effectually 
prepared for subjection to France then, by sub- 
mission to England now. 

Mr. Harper—Mr. Speaker: My apology for 
tpuling the House, in this late stage of the de- 
bate, is founded on the peculiar situation of my- 
self and the people whom I have the honor to 
represent. e are on the frontier, neighbors to 
the Canadians, and kindred to a portion of them. 
From ourconnexions and vicinity we know them; 
we respect and revere their virtues; their fond- 
ness for tranquillity ; their love of industry aad 
the rural arts; and their veneration for the prin- 
ciples of civil liberty. Sir, doubtless these peo- 
ple wish the blessings of a free Government—| 
mean one altogether free, forin their present condi- 
tion they enjoy no inconsiderable portion of |ib- 
erty. They are secured in the inestimable bles- 
sing of a trial by a jury of their peers—they are 
exempt from the horrors of an arbitrary judiciary ; 
they are. not liable to transportation and trial in 
a foreign country; and they cannot be taxed, but 
by the assent of theirown Representatives, freely 
elected by themselves. 

Sul, as their population consists principally of 
hardy yeomanry, from the eight Eastern States, 
who have emigrated thither, who carried with 
them the principles in which they were nurtured 
and educated, and to which in active life they, 
while with us, were accustomed, they must revere 
the principles of our Revolution and Government, 
they must sigh for an affiliation with the great 
American family—they must at least in their 
hearts hail that day, which separates them from 
a foreign monarch, and unites them by holy and 
unchangeable bonds, with a nation destined to 
rule a continent by equal laws, flowing from the 
free will of a generous and independent people. 


Sir, I hold these people in high estimation ; if | 
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some of their fathers sinned, I would not visit the | ours isa Government of opinion; not of force. 
iniquity on the children—to them I would extend | The nation demands measures of spirit, of energy ; 
the affection of a brother; and even the follies of | it demands redress of grievances and security for 
the father I would cover with the mantle of | the future—it requires us to turn our energy 
oblivion. against the enemy, not against ourselves. A sys- 
But, sir, although I do not doubt the desire of | tem which in adverse times diverts the angry pas- 
these Canadians to be with us associated, although | sions from those who injure us, to our own Gov- 
1am persuaded that such an union will advance | ernment, is unwise and cannot endure. Indeed 
the interests of all, yet desire is often opposed by | such a system has never been found practicable 
duty, which must and will be obeyed, by those | in monarchies—its suecess under the present iron 
who are, aod those who are fit ¢o be citizens of | despotism of Europe remains to be determined. 
this Republic. In former times, the House of Bourbon, as mon- 
I was therefore pained at hearing. the sugges- | archs, while at peace and enjoying general trade, 
tion, that our conquest was founded, not on our | vainly strove to guard a frontier of France of less 
own strength, but on the infidelity of the subjects | than four hundred miles, by an army of twenty 
of a foreign Power; on mental if not practical | thousand men, from the introduction of German 
treason. This policy, if adopted, will expose the | laces and silks. They never succeeded. 
people of the Canadas toa hazard, which they | England, where more power is concentrated 
ought not to incur—to rise withouta special cause | in Jess compass than ever happened to any other 


| 


against the lawful sovereign, or toineur the odium | nation on earth, with all her system of vigor and 
of treachery, and as it may. be to meet the conse- | terror, with all her fleets, her custom-house and 
quent punishment of an offended monarch. Itis | excise officers, strives in vain, even now in time 
cruel and unjust as it relates to them; it is im- | of war, to exclude the wines and brandies of 
politic as it relates to ourselves. France. Her public men retire, every Autumn, 
These lures which we offer may be held out | to the seacoast, where they are indulged in these 
by others; and hereafter the doctrines we now | luxuries, at a price by retail less than her duties. 
inculcate, may be applied to our own dismember- | In our Revolution, though traffic with the Brit- 
ment and ruin. ish was punishable by death, vet the British army 
No, sir, let us redress our multiplied injuries by | was well fed. by men not Tories, while the 
our own strength ; let us shun connexions with | American army was starving in New Jersey, and 
all foreign Powers; let usrise in our majesty, and | so naked and unprovided for, that their route 
will that the northern provinces shall be free— | might be traced by the blood which they left be- 
their freedom. willbe certain ; our enemy will be | hind them. 
punished ; the savages will be held in check,and | What, sir, happened under our embargo laws, 
our Government will be enabled to execute its | which were, when laid, wise as measures of pre- 
laws. caution? Where were the articles of provision 
These prefatory remarks are founded on the | that perished under these laws? Sir, the cases 
belief, that itis the determination of Government | did not oceur. Everything calculated for a for- 
to make war against Great Britain; to which | eign market was sent abroad. There were not 
measure I give my assent. | on hand the usual supply of. these articles, when 
This assent is founded on a full and firm con- | the embargo was removed; and what is more 
viction of the necessity of a change of measures, | extraordinary, without any material alteration in 
and that it.is more prudent, and more for the in- | foreign countries, they fell in price in six weeks 
terest of the Government of this nation toadvance | after the removal of the embargo. 
to war, than to recede to the relations of aneutral | Sir, these restrictions cannot be useful in the 
nation, as explained at present by the British | present state of society. We might inflict very 
Government. | considerable sufferings on those who injure us, if 
Sir, our present situation, of all, others, is the | the laws we make could be strictly executed ; but 
most calculated to depress the spirits of our peo- | we have to act for human nature as it is; not as 
ple; to unnerve the Government ; to demoralize | we might wish it, nor asit ought to be. And in 
the citizens, and to introduce that system of fraud | the construction of laws and regulations, the wis- 
and chicane, which advances the unprincipled, | dom of the legislator is not more established by 
and beggars the virtuous; which creates a con- the intrinsic merits of his aets, than by the facil- 
flict between the planting and the farming inter- | ity and certainty of their execution. 
est, for at presenta gteat portion of the latter | History has proved that commerce and civili- 
thrives, while the former is perishing: which | zation are twin sisters: they go hand-in-hand 
arrays against each other the great interests of throuzh the nations of the earth; and he who at- 
agriculture and commerce ; which holds out false | tempts to preserve the latter, without allowing 
lures to the manufacturers, and virtually offers | the former, will discover in the end his ignorance 
seven millions of dollars (the amount of our du- | of men and things. 
tieson importations of British commerce) to illicit | Sir, continue your present state of things, and 
traders, | your revenue will be lost; your country may suf- 
There must, there will bea change of measures. | fer some for those articles which are of most gen- 
We shall either recede from. the conflict, or we | eral use, and consequently the manufacturers of 
must vindicate our rights by the sword. We | Britain may be injured, and this may induce them 
cannot remain as we are. We are a Republic; | to act on their Government: but this nation will 
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be inundated with the more valuable goods—and only be answered by an appeal to the God of 
whatever of suffering there may de, will manifest Battles. ye g 
itself in the interior. | Sir, as to the force contemplated by the bill, | 
While these considerations lead me to a decided | have, attimes, entertained doubts. It, at first view, 
opinion against our present attitude, and a regard | appeared to me scarcely equal to the atiain. 
for the Government and nation inspires me with | ment of our objects. Again, I reflected on the 
a belief that it is improper to recede, I cannot but | spirit of our yeomanry—on their readiness to 
express my regret at the prospect of war; aregret | 8Venge our country’s wrongs—on the discipline 
which arises, in some degree, from a knowledge | and ae skill of that section of the Union to 
of its evils—of the peaceful character of our cit- | Which I belong: I speak only of that section, sir, 
izens-—of the value of a citizen in this new na- because I know but little of the state of the mi- 
tion—of the shock which it must occasion to our | litia out of New England; and I thought we 
institutions—and more especially of the present | Might safely rely ona smatler regular army at 
state of the ‘world, where no balance jis found, | first, and a large volunteer force. 
either on land or on water; and where, before the But, sir, reflecting on the history of.our Revo. 
rights of a peaceful nation can be fully enjoyed, | lution—on the time necessary to train troops for 
a just balance must be created for each element. | the field, on the evils resulting from volunteers 
Yet, with all these objections, lam constrained, | withdrawing from: the service at a critical mo- 


by a sense of duty, to give my vote for these war | Met, On the double expense of marching one 
ai pebistes } | corps to, whileanother ismarching from the Army, 
ae oe ’ hich. will j | on the double loss of the labor of these men from 
aving thus stated the motives which will in-' the pursuits of agriculture, and on the sage advice 


duce me to vote for the army, I proceed to re- | of theimmortal WasHINGTON, sorepeatedly given 
mark, that I would be understood as voting an | 


for the effici f | to the Revolutionary Congress: I am led conclu- 
army for the elicient purposes of war, not as | sively to the opinion, that the true interests of the 
means of negotiation. I pray to God, that he 


3, nation require that we should raise the full com- 
may open the eyes of the British Government to plement of men in this bill mentioned. 
the tasorente of Sheu ADEM pee: Dated. one save | In addition to these, Iam in favor of a corps of 
o, my - ai - ie , os “ evils of the 1m-! at least fifty’thousand volunteers. It is’ not pru- 
penuing conflict ; by inducing them to return to | dent to despise any enemy, more especially Great 
us our injured seamen ; to refrain from further | Britain. who rides Queen of the Waters: and 
impressments. and according to their promise, to ; ie 


: notwithstanding all her employment for troops, 
revoke their Orders in Council and blockades, un- | may furnish. the Canadas with a considerable 
supported by competent force. 


yeerey ‘army. At this moment, sir, her regalar force in 
But on our part, negotiation is, and ought to be | Canada is not contemptible. She has there about 
ended. We cannot offer any new proposition. | eight thousand disciplined troops, and twelve 
Our Administratign has exhausted their own, | thousand volunteer militia, who haye been occa- 
our, and the nation’s patience. The season of| sionally trained for two years. She has every 
action has arrived. We have evinced every dis-| munition of war; het forts are strong—particu- 
position to conciliate—to make reasonable allow- | larly Quebec. On the St. Lawrence, and the 
ances for the unprecedented condition of Europe, | great Western waters, she has vessels of war and 
anid to yield those portions of our neutral rights | forees to be overpowered. She will have all her 
which are not considered essential to our exist-| armies well provided, and her posts well provis- 
ence asa nation. Instead of corresponding sen-| joned fora great length of time. The population. 
timents of friendship, and perhaps, I may say, of | (which prudence requires that we should over- 
sympathy, we have met with accumulated insults. | come) is atleast three hundred and fifty thousand ; 
Our citizens are impressed and compelled to fight, | which, will allow of her drawing forth an addi- 
not only the enemies of Great Britain, but their tional body of thirty thousand militia. Nor are 
own friends and kindred. In every sea our flag| we to stop here. Our regiments will never be 
is violated, and our merchants are robbed of their | filled with an efficient soldiery for field service: 
hard-earned wealth, and even the products of our! we cannot calculate, to fight our battles, on more 
soil. In our own waters, our citizens, in their than two-thirds of the number we enlist. Many 
lawful pursuits, have been inhumanly murdered, | of these must be employed on different services: 
and our towns partially invested: to cap the cli- | you will have to garrison their forts after taking 
max, she now, after a fruitless war with France| them ; you will have to command all the rivers 
of eighteen years—after her own promise.to revoke | and passes into and out of the country; you will 
her Orders in Council, when the French edicts | have convoys for provisions ; men to guard your 
were revoked, refuses to remove her obstructions | camps, and all the evils to encounter which are 
to commerce, according to her promise; and, | incident to an invading force. 
— every rule of the law of nations, demands | — Our efforts will not be limited to this enterprise. 
of us, most of whose articles are excluded from | We havea frontier of savages, for seventeen hun- 
European commerce, to dictate to Europe the | dred miles, to bridle and hold in awe; anda sea- 
terms on which British, not American, goods shall | coast of as many more, to protect and defend. 
be admitted into the Continent. A Proposition | On which coast there are many cities of great 
s0 monstrous cannot be the subject of a discussion. | value, and consequently presenting great objects 
lt bespeaks a determination to rule us, and can | of plunder. Nor will your able and wily enemy 
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forget the mouth of the Mississippi—the posses- 
sion of Florida, or that durable evil, which all 
understand, and no one ought to depict.* 

Yet we have not founda limit for your efforts: 
the provinces of New Brunswick and Nova Seo- 
tia must fall. The eee must nolonger annoy | 
us. As long as they and Halifax furnish the | 
fleets of England with water, naval stores, docks. | 
wharves, &c., so long, in war, this nation will -be 
grievously annoyed. 

This is a just, though faint picture of the efforts 
you are to make, and these efforts are to be con- 
tinued for a length of time. The idea which 
some advance of a momentary conflict, in my 
opinion is unfounded. One nation may induce to 
war—although that is not our case—it takes two | 
to return to peace. Still, I believe the energies | 
and means of thie nation are adequate to its exi- | 
gencies. I believe we ought not to despond; on | 

| 
| 








the contrary. have no doubt we shall retire from 
the war with increased strength and vigor. At 
the same time, Ido not consider that this conflict 
is to be likened to a party of pleasure, or that the 
greatand permanent objects of the war are to be 
gained and held exclusively by volunteers. 
Sir, the spirit of the nation is roused. It de- | 
mands of us firm and strong measures. The pub- 
lic mind, inflamed by indignities offered, is turned 
towar. To make it, is not only our policy, but | 
our duty. To make it successfully, usefully to 
the nation, usefully to the Government, requires | 
only vigor and energy. The war, to remain pop- | 
ular, must be brilliant—and liberal expenditures | 
and an overwhelming force in the outset, will, in | 
the end, be the true economy of blood and treasure. | 
Within our reach, are the ample means of re- | 


dress. The northern provinces of Britain are to 
us great and valuable objects. Once secured to 
this Republic, and the St. Lawrence and the 
Lakes become:the Baltic,and more than the Bal- | 
tie to America; north of them a population of | 
four millions may easily be supported; and this | 
great outlet of the northern world, should be. at | 
our command, for our convenience and future se- | 
eurity. To me, sir, it appears that the Author of 
Nature has marked our limits in the south, by the | 
Gulf of Mexico; and on the north, by the regions | 
of eternal frost. 

I cannot close these observations, without re- 


marking on what fell from an honorable member | 


from Georgia, (Mr. Troup.) when the report of 
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as humbled at Breed’s Hill, by men called from 
their farms, by the tolling of the village bells : 
He will find that an army of nearly the number 
which he mentioned, was crippled by the immor- 
tal Starke, and surrendered to Gates at Sara- 
toga, who had but few troops, except the eastern 
yeomanry. By examining the pages’ of history 
he will find, that no hostile foree ever passed the 
smooth flowing waters of the Connecticut: nor, 
sir, do I hesitate to say, that the army which con- 
quered at Austerlitz could not march through 
New England. 

This, sir, is not gasconade—for, should the trial 
ever arrive, I-pledge myself to my nation and my 
countrymen, to unite with the hardy and patriotic 
sons of the North, in repelling every hostile foe. 

Mr. Wipcery observed, that the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Saerrey) had said, this country is 
not competent to go to war with Great Britain. 
This, said Mr. W., is nothing new. When we 
were about to enter upon our Revolutionary war, 
we were told that Great Britain ruled the world, 
and that, if we attempted to go to war with her, 
we should be beaten, and‘considered and treated 
as rebels to our King. Indeed, this was so confi- 
dently said, that he was at first inclined to believe 
it. It was some time before he could persuade 
himself that two millions of undisciplined Amer- 
ieans could cope with the British nation, then in 
her full tide of prosperity. But, said. he, we did 
not stop then to inquire whether any of our neigh- 
bors wanted great coats or blankets. Though we 
were then in our infancy, we entered into. the 
contest with a determination to succeed; and it 
is well known that we captured two of her armies ; 
and if we could do this in our infancy, when we 
had to contend with enemies in our own coun- 
try, and in our own houses, are we now, said he, 
to be told, when all are unanimous, that we are 
not able to contend with the British; but that we 
must, like cowardly poltroons, surrender ourselves, 
and leave our descendants in the hands of tyrants ? 
He trusted not. We are now, said he, three times 
the number we were then. We then met the Brit- 
ish with effect, and surely we can do so now. 

But, we are told, a war will be very expensive. 
Granted. Whatis money? Whatisall our prop- 
erty, compared with our honor and our liberty ? 


|It is not commerce only for which we are about 


to fight, but for our freedom also: nor had we ever 
so favorable a time as the present for making a 
stand. Nations, said he, consider their own tnter- 


braced the present subject in its abstract form, was | est; and if Great Britain considers her’s, she has 
before this House. The gentleman remarked,| more to do at home than she can manage; but, 
“That ten thousand British troops could march | if she will persist in keeping in force her Orders 
from Canada to Boston.” Sir, 1 do not doubt the | in Council. we must defend our rights. 
sincerity or patriotism of that gentleman, but his| But, we are told, the citizens of this country 
remark evinced a want of knowledge, in relation | will not enter into the war. He could not, how- 
to the country of which'he spoke. If the gentle- | ever, believe that the free-born sons of America 
man will turn to the pages of the Revolutionary | would lie down, under a calculating avarice, and 
war, he will find that Great Britain, with armies | see their commerce-and liberties destroyed. If 
of forty thousand men, never pitched a tent in | this were to be the case, he did not wish to live 
New England. except in the then wilds of Ver-| any longer. If a Government is not worth sup- 
mont.” He will find, that the pride of England | porting with our lives, it is not worth having. 
But, we are going to enter into a Quixotic war 
for honot, says the gentleman from Virginia. He 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 





*The slaves of the Southern States. 
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was sorry, at this time of day, to hear the honor 
of a nation spoken of so lightly, Would it not be 
dishonorable in a nation to give up her acknowl- 
edged rights withbut resistance? The same rea- 
soning would lead a man, when he was struck by 
another, to endeavor to make his escape ; and if 
he could outrun his assailant, it would be well. 
Or, if a man takes possession of your house, on 
the same principle you must Jeave him there, and 
escape to your barn, for fear of entering into any 
scuffle with him. If, said he, we meau to act in 
this way, we had better break up and go home. 
Before Congress met, all parts of the country were 
anxious that they should get together. The peo- 
ple felt the country was insulted,and they wished 
their wrongs redressed. Butif,after we get here, 
we do nothing, we had better have remained at 
home. It had been said, that the British would 
lay waste our cities; but where, said he, will be 
our gunboats at that time? While they are sta- 
tioned in eur harbors, he defied any British ves- 
sels of war from entering to do any serious mis- 
chief. He had a high opinion of the usefulness 
of our gunboats for the protection of our harbors. : 

But, it was asked, will you take advantage of 
Great Britain, when she is fighting the battles of 
the world? She is not fighting our battles; and 
if she continues to use us as she has done, I would 
take every advantage of her. Indeed, we must 
either-give up our commerce entirely, or defend 
ourselves against that Power. God and Nature 
have ren Us an extensive seacoast, and we ought 
to make a proper use of it. 

But, the gentleman from Virginia says, Great 
Britain has a right to take her subjects from on 
board our vessels. This, Mr. W. denied. After 
they had been duly naturalized in this country, 
they were as much our citizens as if they had been 
born here. But, said Mr. W., they not only seize 
men of this description, but native-born citizens, 
I know it: | have seen several whom I know to 
to be of this description—sons of my neighbors. 

The Army now proposed to be raised had been 
compared to that raised in 1798; but he said the 
comparison would not hold. That Army was 
raised under the pretence of meeting a French 
invasion, when it was known France had nota 
vessel-which could leave her ports. Much was 
said about the ship Ocean and her passengers 
being taken, but they afterwards arrived in this 
country in safety. The people of the United 
States were not like the people of Europe, who 
knew nothing but the trades at which they worked 
for their living—saw that the talk of French in- 
vasion bad no foundation, and they would not 
enter the Army. But the case is very different 
now. The people know the object for which the 
Army is to be raised—they feel it—and they will 
fight in defence of their country. 

Mr. McKim conceived it to be his duty to offer 
a few observations on this bill, before the ques- 
tion was taken. The gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Saerrey) had said that our exports to France 
and her dominions amounted only to two millions 
a year. For himself, he did not consider the 

injury of which we complained as a pecuniary 
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injury ; it was the loss of a right to send our com. 
merce to any country which we choose; for the 
prohibition of the British excludes us from trad. 
ing tothe United Netherlands, Hamburg, and Bre. 
men, France, Spain, Portugal, and Italy ; to whieh 

laces he found, by a recurrence to the returns 
te the Treasury Department for the year 1810. 
we exported goods ic the amount of upwards of 
twenty-five millions of dollars; so that the gen. 
tleman from Virginia-has made an error in his 
statement of twenty-three’millions of dollars. An 
a large proportion of the gentleman’s argumen; 
being drawn from this statement, it of course ha; 
no foundation. 

Mr. Suerrey inguired whether the gentlemay 
from Maryland had ineluded nothing in bis esti- 
mate but our own products ? 

Mr.. McKim roalied, that his statements in- 
cluded ‘the whole amount.of our exports to the 
places which he had mentioned, as he considered 
it immaterial whether we.exported our own pro- 
duce or the produce of the West India Islands 
which had been. received in return for that pro- 
duce. He had included Spain and Portugai, 
though there had. been a subsequent permission 
for our vessels to go to those ports; but he had 
said nothing of the ports of the Adriatic, as his 
knowledge of the geography of that country was 
not. sufficient to ascertain the precise extent of 
the British blockade. . If, said Mr. McKim, Great 
Britain shall. be permitted to interdict us froma 
commerce amounting to twenty-five millions a 
year, what is to hinder her from interdicting us 
from carrying On apy commerce whatever ; bu 
it was not the pecuniary loss, great-as it was, o/ 
which he principally.complained, it was the de- 
privation of an indisputed right, which it was 
our duty to maintain at all hazards; for, if we 
give up one right, we give a mortgage upon and 
endanger all our rights. For his part, he was 
fur making a stand on the present occasion, that 
we might pass down our rights undiminished to 
our posterity, 

Mr. Suerrey said,.in his estimates, he had 
confined himself to the exports of our produc: 
tions, and not the export of articles of foreign 
growth, and insisted upon the correctness of his 
statements. 

Mr. Macon wished to make a few observations 
on the passage of the bill. He apprehended great 
inconveniences would arise from the passage of 
the bill in its present form, on account of its 
containing a different arrangement for raising 
the troops from any other establishment in the 
nation. Will not, said he, every new organiza- 
tion in the Army introduce discordance ?_ Have 

we not seen the effects produced by having two 
differently constructed corps already, and will 
not the inconvenience be increased by a third? 
He was willing to have voted for the 10,000 men 
asked for by the Executive, and would afterwards 
have gone farther, if necessary. But he disliked 
the proposed arrangement. Had there been any 
complaints, he asked, of our old organization ? 
It carried us through the Revolution,.and he 
thought might still be relied upon. In propor- 
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tion as different arrangements are introduced into 
the Army, will you. introduce discordance and 
confusion. An army should be but one body, 
and ought to be moved but by one soul. 

It appeared to him that this objection was a 
very material one to the bill, and, if he believed 
such a motion would prevail, he would now 
move to recommit the bill, in order that these 
troops might. be put upon the same plan with 
those already in existence. He had another ob- 
jection to the bill, in its present form. In the 
clause giving land to the soldiers there is no pro- 
yision which prohibits them from disposing of it, 
which there certainly ought to be. But he had 
no hope of getting any amendment to the bill 
after he had seen the manner in which other at- 
tempts at amendment had been made, Com- 
parisons had been made, Mr. M. said, between 
the times of 1798 and the present. There was 
no likeness except in this: It was then usual for 
Congress to pass one bill, in order to make it 
necessary to pass another. What was the situa- 
tion of things at that time? It had been emphat- 
ically called the “ Reign of Terror.” Was not 
the Rogue’s March played at the door of one of 
the most distinguished members of the then Con- 
gress, and other acts of extravagance done, and 
was not the Sedition Act passed to prevent us 
from complaining ? 

Mr. M. said, lie should have been glad to have 
voted for the bill, but for the objections which he 
had stated to it. He believed every gentleman 
was satisfied that something must be done; but 
he did not like to pass one bill to make another 
necessary. 

The party which opposed the raising of the 
Army in 1798, did not believe it was intended to 
Operate against France, because they could see 
no object on which it could be employed.— 
They saw the black cockade mounted, and they 
heard every one denounced who did not mount 
it. But there is nothing like this now. If we 
say we will not defend our right to carry our pro- 
duce to a market, it is not worth our while to 
make it. If you give up an acknowledged right, 
you acknowledge some superior power. Why 
did we lay the embargo, and pass our restrictive 
laws, bat to avoid the situation into which we 
have now got? He approved of one of those 
measures, but not of the rest.. If Great Britain 
would only do what France has done. there 
would be an end of the dispute. Is there a man 
in the House’that wishes another attempt at ne- 
gotiation, or one that wishes to go to war if it 
could possibly be avoided ? 

We are now, said Mr. M., approaching that 
state of things which we ought to have come to 
years ago. If we cannot fight by paper restric- 
tions, we must meet force by force. If we can- 
not do this, it is time we put ourselves under the 
protection.of some other Power. Every attempt 


























which has been made to keep off the approach- 
As soon as the 
Hornet, which carried out the President’s Mes- 
sage,and the report of the Committee of Foreign 
Relations, returns, if no redress is offered, we 


ing crisis has proved ineffectual. 
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course. 
SaHeErrey.) whose talents he very much admired, 
though he had objected to the course proposed, 
had not offered any other. 
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must goto war. For where is the difference be- 
tween stopping our produce between New York 
and Albany, and stopping it between New York 
and any other market ? 


No gentleman has yet pointed out any other 
Even the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 


Much had been said about the strength of this 


Government. Some think it is not strong enough ; 
but. if there be any. strong Government in the 
world it must be this Government, and what 
gives it this strength is the attachment of the 
people to it; and it is as strong under an. unpop- 
ular as a popular Administration, because the 
people know there is a time approaching when 
they can change the Administration, if they do 
not like it. 


With respect to our getting an army, it will 


depend very much upom the persons appointed for 
officers; if they be men in whom the people have 
confidence, we shall get an army; but if not, we 
shall get no army. 


There was something in the history of our af- 


fairs with Great Britain which had not been 
mentioned, which goes to show the strong claim 
which this Government has upon Great Britain. 
He meant the conduct of Sir William Scott, in 
declining to-give judgment in the case of the 
Fox, when he heard the Berlin and Milan de- 
crees were repealed. So strongly was he per- 
suaded that the Orders in Couneil would be re- 


pealed in consequence, that he stopped all pro- 
ceedings in the case of: the vessel under consid- 
eration until he received instructions from the 
Ministry. 

Something had been said on the subject of our 
export trade. There was only one way, in the 
present state of things, to come at a knowledge 
of that. We can never tell where the articles 
exported are consumed. Two-thirds of the to- 
bacco’ shipped from this country are shipped to 
England, though one-seventh is only consumed 
in that country. The usual way is to ship to 
Cowesand a market. No reliance can be placed 
upon the custom-house books, except as to the 
total amount of exports and imports. 

But the real question is not, as has been stated, 
the amount of the loss we sustain. If our trade 
be confined, however, to Great Britain and her 
possessions, our produce will not pay for its 
freight; as it is well known that a great part of 
what was heretofore sent thither was consumed 
on the Continent, which could not now be the 
case. 

If we are to have war, said Mr. M., it is not 
sought by us. If it were, there would have been 
no delay. The Hornet would not have been sent 
to England as a last step, or he might callita 
step beyond the last. If ever a Government 
showed. a disposition to remain at peace, this 
Government had shown that disposition for the 
last seven or eight years. 

Some gentlemen appear to believe that we are 
not yet approaching the crisis of war; but he did 
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believe it, and the nation at large believe it, and 
are now reflecting upon it in the most serious 
manner. We hear no noise about it as in 1798; 
there are no noisy boys running about the streets ; 
but the people at large are reflecting upon Our 
situation ; they see we must either go to war, or 

ive up our right to export anything we make. 
No man, said he, would willingly engage a high- 
wayman ; you would rather he should keep out 
of your way; but if he made an attack upon you, 
you would not suffer yourself to. be robbed with- 
out resistance. Mr. M. sincerely hoped that war 
might be avoided, by Great Britain consenting to 
do us justice by the return of the Hornet; but if 
we engage in the war, he had no doubt that the 
spirit and perseverance with which it will be 
carried on will equal the long suffering and for- 
bearance which we have shown before we were 
brought into this situation. 

From the day of our independence to the pres- 
ent, he believed that Great Britain had a most 
inveterate hatred against this country. He-did 
not believe anything of one nation having love 
for another; and the situation of that country 
and this has something peculiar in it. “We were 
their colonies, and got clear of them; and so long 
as the present generation exists, they cannot love 
us. Nor do I imagine thatthe present ruler of 
France has any great love for us; the form of 
our Government is too free for him. 

Mr. M. said, every restrictive measure having 
been resorted to in vain, and ail our attempts at 
negotiation having failed, the nation is preparing 
for the last resort of Kings, and of Republics too. 
Bat now we are-told we cannot contend with 
Great Britain. But we must either contend with 
her, or surrender our right to export any of our 
surplus produce. But why not contend with 
her? Let the worst come to-the worst, we know 
what to do. We once succeeded with paper 
money, and if we were driven to that necessity, 
we could succeed again with it. We have now 
manufactories of arms and munitions of war, and 
‘whether money could be raised or not, if ever 
this nation engages in war, she engages never to 
surrender her rights. Every war is an evil, and 
amongst the greatest of evils; but we are com- 
pelled to fight or give up what we have, except 
the return of the Hornet should alter the situa- 
tion of things. 

Noman. said Mr. M., would have more pleas- 
ure to see our differences accommodated with 
Great Britain than I should; but if this cannot 
be effected, we must change our situation; and 
though he-could not vote for this bill, for the rea- 
sons which he had stated, he should go on with 
measures for putting the nation in a state of de- 
fence. 

It had been said, that standing armies are dan- 
gerous to liberty. He believed it; but war can- 
not be carried on without them. ©The war which 
the United States are about to enter into is not 
of the character which has been given to it. -He 
meant a war for the sake of conquest. Its object 
is to obtain the privilege of carrying the produce 
of our lands to a market.. It is properly a war of 
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defence ; but he believed no war, after it was ep. 
tered into, continued long to be strictly of that 
character. 

As to meeting Great Britajn on the ocean, 19 
one contemplates that; as every cent expended 
in repairing the rotten hulks of dur vessels would 
be thrown, away as to the object of the war. 

The House rose at 5 o’clock, without taking 
the question on the passage of the bill. e 





Monpay, January 6. 


The Speaxer laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of the Navy, in pursuance of 
a resolution of the House of the 26th ultimo re- 
questing a statement of the vessels. which had 
been repaired since the year 1810, and the cost 
thereof ; whieh was ordered te be printed. 

Mr. Gronpy, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was recommitted the bill to 
authorize the President of the United States to 
accept and organize certain volunteer military 
corps, reported the bill, with amendments ; which 
were read, and, together with the bill, committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on Wednesday 
next. 

Mr. D. R. WitutaMms said, by an act of 1808,a 
regimentof light infantry was difected to be raised. 
This was considered by the Secretary of War as 
horse artillery ; but the bill did not provide for 
mounting them. He therefore introduced a bill 
supplementary to an act for raising, for a limited 
time, an additional military force; which was 
twice read and committed. 


DISTRICT AND CIRCUIT COURTS. 


Mr. BuacKLenGe said, it was represented to 
him as necessary to make some alteration in the 
times of holding the District Courts of the United 
States. Indeed, he knew that it was impossible 
to hold them in a proper manner at present, as they 
were held at Wilmington, Newbern, and Eden- 
ton, and not more than ten days was allowed for 
the purpose, He therefore proposed the follow- 
ing resolution : 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of altering the times of holding the 
District Courts of the United States for the District of 
North Carolina, and that they have leave to report by 
bill or otherwise.” 


Mr. B. said, it had also been represented to him 
that, at present, the law does not require any se- 
curity to be given in cases of appeal from the Dis- 
trict tothe Circuit Courts. He, therefore, offered 
the following resolution’: 


“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of requiring ‘security to be given 
in cases of appeal from the District Courts of the Uni- 
ted States to the Circuit Courts, and that they report 
by bill or otherwise.” 


The resolutions were agreed to, and committees 
of five members appointed upon each. 


COMPENSATION OF REVENUE OFFICERS. 


Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to whom was recommitted their report of 
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the thirtieth ultimo, on the several petitions of the | believed they were, with so much mischief to the 


> and eon: (Massachusetts,) and the naval of- 
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collectors of the ports of Philadelphia, Baltimore, | real interests and happiness of the nation. He 
( felt himself only at issue with bis colleague as to 

the similitude between the crisis and causes of 
mentary réport; which was read, and committed | the war in 1798 and 1799 with Francé, and the 
to the Committee of the Whole on the bill in ad-| present crisis and causes of the proposed war 
dition to the act to establish the compensation of | with Great Britain. He should not contend that 
the officers employed in the collection of the du-| the temper,and violence of party had. grown to 
ties on imports and tonnage. ‘The report is as| the same extreme now as at the former period. 
follows: The circumstances under which Congress sat were 


That, on a further investigation of the amount of | very different ; Congress then sat where there were 
emoluments received by those officers during the years | Streets, and alleys, and people ; and now in acity 
1908, 1809, and 1810, it appears that the net emolu-| of little else than old fields. Yet, however, the 
ments of the Collector of Philadelphia, from the 27th | temper and intolerance of party zeal were by no 
of August, 1808, when he entered upon his office, to | means unlike that which prevailed at the former 


the close of the year 1810, (including the half com. | period; at any rate it may be said to beeso in 


ficer of the port,of Philadelphia, made a supple- 


missions paid to the estate of his predecessor,) amount- | 
ed to the average sum of $3,262 02, annually; those | 
of the Collector of Baltimore, from the 13th of April, 

1808, when he entered on his office, to the close of the | 
year 1810, including the half commissions as aforesaid, | 
to the average sum of $1,687 68, annually ; those of | 
the Collector of Norfolk, from the year 1808 to the | 
year 1810, both inclusive, including the half commis- | 
sions as aforesaid, to the sum of $921 82, annually; 
those of the Collector of Plymouth, for the same pe- 

riod, to $1,953 92, annually ; and'those of the Naval 

Officer of the port of Philadelphia, for the same period, 

to $2,802 29, annually. . 


Under this view of the facts, the committee recom- 


mend to the House the adoption of the following res- 
olution, in lieu of those recommended in their former 
report on this subject : 

That the prayers of the several petitions of the Col- 
lectors of the ports of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Nor- 
folk, Plymouth, (Massachusetts,) and of the Naval 
Officer of the port of Philadelphia, ought not to be 
granted. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 

The House resumed: the consideration of the 
unfinished business of Saturday last. and the ques- 
tion depending at the‘time of adjournment on 
that day, to wit: that the bill from the Senate “to 
raise an aduJitional military force,” do pass as 
amended ? 


Mr. Sranrorp renewed the observations -he | 


had commenced before the adjournment on Sat- 


urday evening. He made his acknowledgments | 


to the Speaker for calling him to order fora term, 


which was, perhaps, a less respectful epithet than | 
He 


should have been used upon the occasion, 
was far from meaning to use language which 
should give offence, but he said he would claim 
the authority of the Chair to protect him from 
interruptions coming from other quarters of the 
House. 

He proceeded, and stated that he had, before, 
expressed his regret at the circumstance of differ- 
ing with his colleague (Mr. Macon) upon any 
oceasion, and more especially upon the present 


some parts of the country. His colleague’s ill 
health of lat& had not, perhaps, allowed him to 
be as attentive to the oracles of the day as his 
better health had allowed him to be, Asto party 
intolerance, what were the signs of the times at 
the present period? A gentleman, than whom a 
more candid, open, and honorable, supporter of 
the Administration was not in the House, al- 
though he had declared himself in favor of the 
force the Government had called for, because he 
refused to commit himself as to the ulterior meas- 
ures of the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
ventured to depict, the evils of a war, aud to dep- 
recate its consequences, had passed through the 
| ordeal of newspaper animadversion from Dan, 
in the North, to Beersheba, in the South. This 
might be called a single case; but if it were ne- 
cessary to point out other instances of party dere- 
liction, persecution, and neglect, there were more 
than enough; and, among them, his colleague 
| himself could not be otherwise than placed pretty 
| high in the list; and, although he might be in- 
| different as to anything of the kind which related 
| to himself personally, that circumstaoce could 
| form no mitigation of the spirit of the times. But 
| he was aware that it was an inyidious and un- 
| pleasant task.to dwell upon subjects of this kind, 
and he would forbear. 

The sedition law had been cited to show the 
more violent character of the times at the former 
period, and alleged that it had been contrived to 
| silence opposition to the measures of the day. He 
was willing to admit the worst that could be said 
of that law. But he considered the dumb rule, 
| sanctioned at the present session, under the name 
| of the previous question, as amore direct attack 
upon the liberty of speech, or what is the same 
thing, the privilege of debate and free discussion 
in this House; than the other had been upon the 
| freedom of the press. The former contemplated 
silencing the libels of the press; the latter came 
| home to ourselves, and went to put down a mem- 
| ber in his place; to silence all debate, however 





important one. The older standing of his col-| interesting to hisconstituents. He had been mis- 
league 9 that floor, he said, placed him more | taken the other day, in stating ‘that a member 
in the relation of a political son than in that of | could only speak at the “-will and courtesy” of a 
any other; but if he were naturally, what he | majority of the House. The rule was worse than 
might be considered politically, he could by no| that; one-fifth of the House could arrest debate, 
means yield his assent to the present measure, or | and impose instant silence upon any subject. The 
the doctrines growing out of it, fraught, as he | sedition and alien laws had grown out of the war 
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and temper of those times, and he had taken oc: 
casion to state that like bills, and treason bills, 
too, were to be expected in the train of the many 
evils to grow out of the. present proposed war. 
He had not intended to say that a treason bill 
ought not to pass, if we commence the war. 
Once involved in that state of things, it would not 
be expected that our own citizens would be al- 
lowed to supply and cherish the enemy with im- 
punity. . 
His colleague (Mr. Macon) had argued, that 
no one apprehended invasion from France in the 
years 1798 and 1799, and therefore the armies 
then authorized were not to have been justilied. 
This position could only, be correct as it respected 
the Republican minority. They, doubtless, did 
not believe it; but the Government avowed their 
fears, and justified themselvés in raising a regu- 
lar armhy of only ten thousand men as a due pre- 
caution against such an event. As the majority, 
they were responsible for the security of the 
country, and uo one hada right to say what they 
did or did mot believe. Though we, who were 
the minority; an army-opposing minority, were 
without any such fears or belief, how stood the 
facts? Our then Envoys to France, in their de- 
Trane to the Government, which are now on 
the files of the House, communicated conversa- 
tions they had held with the underling agents of 
Talleyrand, which, under existing circumstances, 


went fully to authorize such apprehensions.— | 


About this time, too, it was ‘known that one of 
the finest armies that ever had been raised in 
France, had been sent upon some distant expedi- 
tion, and no one knew where, for a considerable 
time. It was at length ascertained that it had 
gone to Egypt, with Bonaparte at their head, 
But whether Federal distrusts and apprehensions, 
as to what the Government of France intended, 
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Mr. 8. then proceeded to draw his parallel be. 
tween the crisis which produced the quasi war 
‘in 1798, with France, and the crisis which js 
now to carry us into a war with Great Britain: 
and declared that he could not, in his conscience 
believe the ground and causes of the present war 
| were equal, in either magnitude or character, to 
those of the former period. He would again, he 
| said, beg leave to read, and bring to the view of 
the House one or two of the many outrageous 
decrees, or arreis, of that Government in 1798, 
“The character of vessels,” say they, “in what 
* concerns their quality as neutral or enemy, shall 
‘ be decided by their cargo; in consequence, eve. 
‘ry vessel found at sea, laden in whole or in part 
‘with merchandise, coming from England or her 
‘ possessions, shall be declared good prize, who- 
|‘ ever may be the proprietor of those productions, 
‘or merchandise.” Under edicts of this kind, for 
there were others of a similar character, the 
|French cruisers carried on a system of plunder 
,and depredation, surpassing, to an immense 
‘amount, anything we have experienced since 
from the British, or any other, Orders of Council, 
If it were otherwise, how comes it to pass that we 
_are not shown to the contrary, and eonvinced of 
our errors? The best answer is, it cannot be 
shown. Letit appear when it would, the amount 
of our injuries, at that period and the present, 
| would bear but a poor comparison. 

But, still, to show the more aggravated charac- 
ter of the former crisis, he would beg leave to 
read another of those French decrees, having ref- 
erence to our seamen only. It declares, “ every 
'* person, native of friendly countries, allied to the 





' 





'* French Republic, or neutral, holding a commis- 


‘ sion, given by the enemies of France, or making 


'* part of the crews of the vessels of war, or other 
'fenemy vessels, shall, for that act alone, be de- 


or their agents might menace, were such’ as they | ‘ clared a pirate, and treated as such, without be- 
rofessed, or not, it was not for him to say. But |‘ ing allowed, in any case, to allege he was forced 


e stood prepared fo repeat what he had stated 


sary, upon the most unquestioned authority—au- 


'* by violence, menaces, or otherwise.” 
on the previous day, and could prove it, if neces- | 


Mr. 8. said, thus, while the British take our 
sailors to make sailors of them, the French deter- 


thority entitled to the fullest Republican cred- | mine to take them and hang them; but whether 
ence, he would state—that the French Directory | this decree of the Republic had ever been put in 
did meditate sending a force tothis country at that | execution or not, he had no recollection or know!- 
time. He had stated what he did state deliber- | edge, but it would, nevertheless, hold out the ex- 
ately, and had nothing to retract, on the sub- treme career of folly and madness, into which 
ject.* that Government had gone at that time ; and how 


* We are informed that Doctor Logan is the author- | tory. The two latter gentlemen made particular in- 
ity above alluded to. The occasion of his visit to | quiry respecting the disposition of the Republican par- 
France at that time, and his interviews with that Gov- | ty to receive the assistance of France. T'o such insin- 
ernment, and the characters near it, (says our inform- uations he uniformly declared that, however attached 
ant,) make him the best authority for such a piece of the citizens of the United States were to France, they 
information. He affirms the observation to be correct, | were only so, as far as the Government of France acted 
“that the French Directory in 1798 were not without | with justice, and consistent with the principles of her’ 
some views of sending a military force to the United | Revolution, that, should she-lose sight of these, and 
States, not with any intention of conquest, but as in | not only continue her depredations on our commerce, 
Holland, in case of certain events, to support a party | but should violate the territory of the United States, 
they considered devoted to the interest of France. The | every citizen of our country would become her enemy ; 
impression made on his mind at the time, resulted from | that the same spirit of independence, which influenced 
conversation with the Marquis Lafayette, at Hamburg; | the citizens of the United States to oppose the armies 
with Mr. Schimmelpennick, the Batavian Minister at | of Britain in 1775, would engage them at all times to 
Paris ; and with Mr. Merlin, the best informed, most oppose the hostile attack of any other Government on 
active and influential member of the Executive Direc- | earth.” , 





See 
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| war, the causes were fully sufficient to have 
tified it. t 
| of war for commerce, raised a | ; 
the predominant party for having gone into such 
' qa war, and ultimately succeeded to oust them 
and take their places. 
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much the commerce of the United States must 
have suffered under such a general system of law- 
jess aggression and outrage. Could it have been 
found the policy of the United States to resort to 


us- 
But the Republicans denied the woliey 
“clamor” against 


How; therefore, gentle- 


| menof professed Republican principles have now 


found out the policy of going to war for com- 
merce, and for a commerce, too, under far less 


* embarrassment and annoyance from the Brit- 


ish Orders of Council, than formerly under the 
French decrees, it would be for themselves to 
account and reconcile, and not for him. Situ- 
ated, as the United States were at that time 
asa neutral nation with respect to the belliger- 
ents of Europe, he was one who condemned the 
policy of the war, and his experience went to 
confirm him in the belief that the present would 


be equally impolitic, and more injurious to the | 


nation, as the present was to be a war of aggres- 
sion and of foreign conquest. 

But, Mr. Speaker, said Mr. S., we have been 
told all negotiation is now exhausted, and at an 
end; we have continued to entreat and supplicate 
the Government of Great Britain in vain. This, 
he said, was trae, and*could not be denied; but he 
would ask gentlemen if these things were not more 
degradingly true in 1798? Negotiation was not 


only tried and supplicated in vain, but our nego- | 


tiators themselves treated with the utmost indig 

nity and insult. When their despatches arrived 
and were published, communicating these indig- 
nities, they pervaded the Union like the late earth- 
quake, and shook everything political to the centre, 
What the Republican minority in Congress woald 
not deign to feel, the people felt for them; and 
when the elections came round, every State gave 
way, not before Federal, except the good Old Do- 
minion, Virginia, and the State of Kentucky, then 
called the chicken of Virginia. These were the 
only two States in the Union able to breast up 
against the storm. When the elections of this 
yest came on, Georgia gave way ; South Caro- 
ina was then, as she is now, with her usual tal- 
ents, contending for honor and for standing ar- 
mies, to support it; North Carolina, too, sent up 
her homage of respect and confidence to the Gen- 
eral Government; the States of Maryland. Del- 
aware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York, 
added new strength and violence to the times ; 
and all New England, without the exception of 
a State, were in unison, the decided supporters of 
the war. 

Mr. 8. said, so similar was the spirit of the 
former and present times, that all the difference 
he could perceive was, that the order of the busi- 
ness was inverted. Virginia and Kentucky, then 
the great opposition States to a war for com- 
merce, were now the great leading States for the 
present war for commerce. He might well ask 
his colleague now, if there were as many as two 
States opposed to the present war? He did not 
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know himself, but there was certainly not more 
than two or, perhaps, three, and they the smallest 
States inthe Union. There seemed scarcely any- 
thing in the causes, and eve circumstances, of 
the present war, that did not beara strong like- 
ness to the former. 

Mr. S. said, in order to show the principles and 
the doctrine that Virginia then advocated, he 
would claim the indulgence of the House, while 
he read a few passages from the proceedings of 
her Legislature. The following resolutions passed 
in 1799, and are said to have flowed from the pen 
of the present President : 


“ Resolved, That the General Assembly do, and will 
always behold with indignation depredations on our 
commerce, insults on our citizens, impressments of our 
seamen, or any other injuries, committed on the peo- 
ple or Government of the United States, by foreign 
nations.” 

“ Resolved, nevertheless, That our security from inva- 
sion, and the force of our militia, render a standing 
army unnecessary ; that the policy of the United States 
forbids a war of aggression ; that our whole reliance 
ought to be on ourselves, and, therefore, that, while we 
will repel invasion at every hazard, we shall deplore 
and deprecate the evils of war for any other cause.” 


These resolutions were followed up with an 
| address to the people of Virginia, inculcating the 
same doctrines in the ablest manner, and of these 
five thousand copies were ordered to be printed, 
and circulated through the State. It would not 
be amiss, he hoped, to read a paragraph or two. 

« A lover of monarchy,” says the address, “ who opens 
the treasures of corruption, by distributing emolument 
among devoted partisans, may, at the same time, be 
| approaching his object, and deluding the. people with 

professions of republicanism. He may confound mon- 
| archy and republicanism, by the art of definition. He 
| may varnish over the dexterity which ambition never 

fails to display, with the pliancy of language, the se- 
duction of expediency, or the prejudices of the times. 
| And he may come at length to avow, that so extensive 
| a territory as that of the United States can only be 
governed by the energies of monarchy ; that it can- 
not be defended, except by standing armies; and that 
it cannot be united, except by consolidation.” 


The more obnoxious measures are then stated, 
and the address thus winds up: 


“ Pledged, as we are, fellow-citizens, to these sacred 
engagements, we'yet humbly and fervently implore the 
Almighty Disposer of events to avert from our land 
war and usurpation, the scourges of mankind; to per- 
mit our fields to be cultivated in peace ; to instil into 
nations the love of friendly intercourse ; to suffer our 
youth to be educated in virtue, and to preserve our 
morality from the pollution invariably incident to hab- 
its of war; to prevent the laborer and the husbandman 
from being harassed by taxes and imposts; to remove 
from ambition the means of disturbing the common- 
wealth ; to annihilate all pretexts for power afforded 
by war; to maintain the Constitution, and to bless our 
nation with tranquillity, under whose benign influence, 
we may reach the summit of happiness and glory, to 
which we are destined-by nature and nature’s God.” 

To this, said Mr. S., instructions to all her Sen- 
ators and Representatives in Congress were su- 
peradded, urging them to procure a revision of 
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the act suspending commercial intereourse with | own merchants for spoliations her cruisers had 
France, as having bad the effect io reduce the | committed upon them, This sum was now knowy 
price. of. tobacco, a principal staple of the State, | not to have.been sufficient, and that her spolia- 
from ten to three, dollats; to procure also a re‘ | tions had far exceeded that amount. He woul 
duction of the Army; prevent an augmentation | ask gentlemen to show that, under the Orders in 
of the Navy, and to effect a proportionate reduc- | Council, half that amount had been seized and 
tion of the taxes. These views were all second- | condemned. Ii was not enough.to say that the 
ed in Kentucky, and the doctrines,of peace car- | principle was the same, whether one or fifty ves- 
ried farther, perhaps, than Virginia herself had | sels had been unjistly captured and condemned— 
carried them. The, zeal and the talents with | that,would not be denied. A single act of wan- 
which she enforced her opposition to the measures | ton, wilful injustice on the part of a nation, might 
of the day ¢ould scarely have, been surpassed | be justified as a good cause of war, as in the case 
upon any occasion. It is certain the celebrated.| of tne attack on the Chesapeake; yet the policy 
resolutions of that State against the alien and | of such a war, on the’ part of the United States, 
sedition laws, were couched in language more | might be questioned. and, in that case, was not 
strong and decided than appeared from any other | justified. under Mr. Jefferson, although a case of 
quarter, As to these things, Mr. Speaker, -said | insult, which was superadded to the very wrongs 
Mr. S., yourself, and other gentlemen from the | for which-we are now to goto war. Under the 
State would be able to bear witness.* But while | greater wrongs and insults we are taught to for- 
these things were passing in these two solitary | bear—the true “policy of the United States forbid- 
Republican States, as then they used to be termed, | ding a war of aggression”—under the lesser, we 
what part was the minority in Congress acting? | are to fight for our honor, according to the new 
They were ail alive to the peace, and, as they be-.|. policy. 

lieved, to the true and permanent interest of tbe | The abuses we have suffered under the Britis) 
nation, and at a moment when a declaration of | system of impressment, said Mr. S., was a just 
war was expected from the majority; they pre- | source of complaint, and a grievance seriously to 
occupied the floor, and laid a resolution on the | be regretted. by every feeling American; but, un- 





table, in these words: “ Resolved, That it is in- 
expedient to resort te war with the French Re- 
public.” This, too, was accompanied with ano- 
ther, requesting the President toJnstitute a new 
mission to France. 
now, that this was the doctrine of “ submission,” 
and “ non-resistance,” that it-would be crouching 
to our enemy, which the henor and independence 
of the country forbade. Mr. Adams, however, did 
commission the other Envoys to France. They 
were received, and succeeded to form a treaty. 
And the great, solid, and permanent, interest of 
the United States prevailed over what was then 
deemed the bubble idea cf honor, and had not 
been since called up to assume a serious aspect 
until the present time. 

But, sir, said Mr. S., the British Orders in Coun- 
cil are to be contrasted with the French decrees. 
It would be acknowledged they both exhibit tous 
a deliberate system of plunder, and though alike 
in their, effects upon our commerce, and were 
alike violations of all usage among civilized na- 
tions, disposed to be just, tie did not believe gen- 
tlemen would contend those of the French were 
less violent or outrageous in either the letter or 
exécution. For his part, he believed: they were 
far more so; That French depredations at that 
time exceeded those of the British at any subse- 
quent period, there can be no question... Mr. S. 
said, lre held in his hand some proof of the extent 
of French .depredations, which, he said, gentle- 
men would not have it in their power to deny as 
authentic.. He then referred to the convention 
of 1803, between France and the United States, 
where she stipulated that we should pay, as part 
of the purchase of. Louisiana, $3,750,000 to our 





* General Desha was understvod to be in the Chair 
of the Legislature of Kentucky at the time. 


The cry was then, as it is | 


cient cause of war, under General Washington, 
when it commenced, not under Mr. Adams, nor 
| under Mr. Jefferson, when carried to its greatest 
extreme. Mr. S. then turned to the last report 
| upon the subject, made in April, 1810, where it 
| appeared nine hundred and three was the amount 
of the returns, of which “two hundred and eigh- 
ty-seven had been discharged on application, (iir- 
ty were duplicates, thirty-four had voluatarily en- 
tered,” and, among the rest, some were found 
| 

| 


| der all cireumstances; it was not.deemed a sufli- 
| 
| 


“totally ignorant of the United States ;” some 
desertions;” some “taken in privateers,” and some 
“with fraudulent and erased protections.” He 
had appealed to this report, he said, with no other 
view than to show that a great proportion of the 
complaints on this subject proceeded from per- 
sons not citizens of the United States, and there- 
fore not entitled to our protection ; and, withal, 
to show the great number of their subjects we 
are in the constant habit of employing on board 
of our vessels, and the extreme difficulty the sub- 
ject presented as a matter of negotiation between 
the two countries. Under these circumstances, 
we knew it had not been deemed a good and sul- 
ficient cause of war, under General Washington’s 
Presidency, nor under any subsequent Adminis- 
tration, until the present, It had been always 
hoped the matter might be negotiated and ar- 
ranged in some amicable way, Mr. Monroe, Mr. 
S. trusted, would be received as good authority 
upon the subject, at this time of day. A para- 
graph or two from the letter, explanatory of his 
rejected treaty, would serve to show that Mr. 
Jefferson was not disposed, even to the last of his 
Administration, to break the peace of the coun- 
try on that ground: 

“The impressment of seamen (says Mr. Monroe in 
that letter) from our merchant vessels, is a topic which 
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claims a primary attention, from the order which it 
holds in your letter, but more especially from some 
important considerations that are connected with it. 
The idea entertained by the public, is, that the rights 
of the United States were abandoned by the American 
Commissioners in the late negotiation, and that their 
seamen were left, by tacit acquiescence, if not by for- 
malrenunciation, to depend for their safety on the mer- 
cy of the British cruisers. [ have, on the contrary, 
always believed, and still do believe, that the ground 
on which that interest was placed by the paper of the 
British Commissioners of November 8, 1806, and the 
explanations which accompanied it, was both honor- 
able and advantageous to the United States; that it 
contained a concession in their favor, on the part of 
Great Britain, on the great principle in contestation, 
never before made by a formal and obligatory act of 
the Government, which was highly favorable to their 
interest; and that it also imposed on her the obliga- 
tion to conform her practice under it, until a more com- 
plete arrangement should be concluded, to the just 


claims of the United States.” 
He further adds, in another place: 


“ It was the more to be presumed, that the Govern- 
ment was willing to accept, in the mode which it pro- 
posed, the condition which we might be able to obtain 
in the other, from the consideration, that the latter were 
under its view at the time the instructions were given, 
by the paper of the British Commissioners, of Novem- 
ber 8, and our-letter of the 11th, and the certainty with 
which it, (the Government,) as well as we, must have 
been impressed, that more favorable conditions could 
not be expected.” And again: “The Government 
was equally willing, with us, to enter into some ar- 
rangement, which would preserve the peace of the 
country, although it should not accomplish the object 
which had been so ardently desired.” 


More on this head need not be added, as it is 
most manifest, if war was to grow out of im- 
pressment, that it ought to have been declared 
while the Chesapeake affair hung over us, as that 
disgraceful occurrence grew out of impressment. 
But Mr. Jefferson cherished a different policy, 
and would not call Congress on the occasion. 

Mr. Speaker, said Mr. S., if we are to raise the 
proposed army, commence a war of conquest, 
take possession of the Canadas, and, afterwards. 
as the gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. 
Harper) tells us, we are to turn our attention to 
the Bahama Islands, and conquer them also, when 
and where is this spirit of conquest and dominion 
toend? If we indulge in it, then are we to be 
overwhelmed with all the miseries of poor miser- 
able Europe ; for there can be no end to wars of 
ambitionand conquest. From a consciousness, 
on the part of Great Britain, that we could take 
possession of the Canadas, he believed she had 
forborne to make direct war upon us before now. 
She was not very squeamish on the subject of 
war; and when we prohibit all trade with her, 
which, he believed, it was just and right to do, 
she had no interest ina peace with us. Thus 
the Canadas, he observed, had served us as a 
pledge for her better behaviour. He would rather 
they should remain that pledge, than possess cur- 
selves of them, and then not know what to do 
with them afterwards. . It was impossible for the 
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United States to hold and govern them. If we 
did, we must infuse a little more energy into our 
system’ of Government than it had at present— 
the energy of standing armies and standing taxes. 
Great Britain, sir, said he, deserves war at our 
hands, deserves to be chastised, and made to be 
just, if we had the power to do it. But we area 
young nation, and have not the power. To at- 
tempt it, is but to throw aside our pacific charac- 
ter, and put on that of a belligerent military one ; 
in fact, to inflict rain upon ourselves. She strug- 
gles, sir, for her existence; and if she meets her 
fate, it will have proceeded from the madness of 
her own councils, and the folly of her own meas- 
ures. Her conduct conciliates no American feel- 
ings in her behalf; it ought not. But shall we, 
therefore, permit ourselves to fall into the same 
madness in our councils, and commit like folly 
in our measures? Can we persuade ourselves, 
that a “ war cf ageression” and conquest can suit 
the great agricultural interests of our country ? 
Will it subserve the interests of commerce itself, 
or, indeed, any other interest, in the present state 
of the world? Though not impossible to hope, 
it was certainly not reasonable to expect it.. The 
vexations of our commerce, from the one or the 
other of the belligerents, since the French Revo- 
lution commenced, had continued, without inter- 
ruption, during their wars to the present time, 
and afforded just cause of war to the United 
States, but the policy and expediency of it was 
denied, on the Republican side of the question, at 
all times. 

Notwithstanding, sir, what gentlemen may say, 
We are at present the freest, happiest, and most 
prosperous people upon earth, combining the 
view of our internal improvements with our ex- 
ternal commerce. It may be well said, our mer- 
chants are the Jasons of the day, and are literal- 
ly fetching away from Portugal and Spain the 
golden fleece, and leaving Great Britain and 
France to contend for the carcass. Such was the 
price,and such the demand, for our wheat and 
flour in. those couniries. The truth is, sir, that 
the great commercial question is between the 
United States and France, and her continental 
system.* Her municipal regulations, and her ex- 
clusion of our commerce, deprives the Southera 
States of their greatest and best markets for their 
tobacco and cotton. These articles are not worth 
taking to market, and, without some change in 
Bonaparte’s system, never like to be so again. 
That this is the state of the case, gentlemen can- 
not deny; a communication from the French 
Minister, and other documents on the table, go to 
show it. The President, in his Message, has 
recommended to Congress to adopt countervail- 
ing measures, but nothing has been yet done. 
British injustice has been justly met with the 
non-importation law—a. countervailing system, 
such as has been relied upon heretofore, under 





* By a late report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
it appears we export of our native productions to Great 
Britain - - - - . - - $20,308,275 
To France and Italy, only - - «= 4,194,275 
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Mr. Jefferson’s Administration, to save the United 
States from the calamities of a war—and was 
such a one as must operate, and did operate, with 
as much effect upon the enemy as the contem- 
plated war could do, and with far less evil effeets 
upon our Own interests and-happiness. The law 
in question did not itself propose to the belliger- 
ents to go farther than to enforce non-intercourse 
with that one which should not repeal her edicts; 
and, for one, he was not disposed to go farther. 

Mr. 8. said he had opposed the war, and the 
measures leading to it, as impolitie and unjust, 
in Mr. Adams’s time, and should not feel himself 
an honest and consistent politician not to oppose the 
War now contemplated. It would be for others to 
reconcile the old Republican policy with the new, 
in their own way ; it was not in his power to do 
it. The affair of the Chesapeake taken out of the 
question, the state of the case was plain and easy: 
The amount of French depredations is known to 
have been nearly four millions at that period, for 
we paid it toourown merchants according to 
the convention of 1803, and the character of the 
belligerent edicts are before us. .We can see and 
compare them for ourselves. We predicate the 
present war without equal data, upon an alleged 
amount of wrongs. 

If, sir, we pass the bill before us to raise the 
twenty-five thousand men, it will be rathera Con- 

ressional than a Presidential army. The Pres- 
ident, under his view of the occasion, recommends 
an additional force of ten thousand men as suffi- 
cient to put the country in that armor and. atti- 
tude which he deemed proper to meet the crisis ; 
and still, not with views of immediate war. so far 
as we know, we make it twenty-five thousand, 
and declare.them for purposes of immediate war. 
All this may be, as it should be, a just and wise ; 
course, but it appeared to him like supporting the 
Administration over much. He was willing to 
support it,and go with the majority so long as 
they adhered to the principles which brought 
them into power, and no longer. 

Mr. Stow.—Mr. Speaker, as I am not in the 
habit of occupying the time of this House, I trust 
they will listen to the few observations I am about 
to make with patience. The subject is of the ut- 
most importance, and as it is my misfortune to 
differ in opinion with most of my political: friends, 
it is a duty I owe to this House, to my constitu- 
ents, and to myself, to make some explanation. 

We are this day called upon, Mr.-Speaker, to 
decide the most momentous question which has 
ever came before the Legislature of this country 
since the Declaration of Independence. On our 
decision hang the future destinies of our country. 
Peace and war arealike before us. Our determi- 
nation is, in my opinion, to pronounce whether 
this country shall have peace, plenty, laws, liberty 
and rational religion ; or whether we shall have 
not a single war, of two, six or eight years, as the 
case may be—but whether, by one war, we shall 
create an interest which will plunge us into-all 
the future wars which shall agitate the civilized 
world. But we are told that whenever a nation 
is injured, honor imperiouslv calls it to war—that | 
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we must fight—that it is dishonorable to calculate 

I deny that honor or prudence requires the in. 
discriminate resistance of injury, either in an in- 
dividual or in a nation: how long to bear, anj 
when to resist, is the province of reason to decid, 
not of passion—it is the business of sound caley, 
lation; it must be determined from an enlightened 
view of all the attendant circumstances. A nono 
these circumstances I readily admit, that the re. 
putation of courage, the character of avenging 
wrongs, is entitled to great consideration, inas. 
much as it often prevents future insult and injury, 
It is wisdom to determine on the best course, anj 
when that course. is determined on, it is courage 
firmly to purse it; and it is honorable to liste, 
alike to.the dictates of wisdom, as well as of eou;. 
age. I confess I am too proud to caleulate—j, 
the language of unerring truth, “ to sit down an; 
count the cost.” 

For what do we go to war? Not for the com. 
forts or conveniences of life—not for our land 
our wives, our children, our families—not for oy, 
laws, our liberties, or our institutions : all these we 
have, and they are safe. For I do maintain, M; 
Speaker, that our country is essentially prosper. 
ous. It is highly so, when compared with any 
other country. Our agricultureand manufacture 
are daily improving. Where is the person in 
America who suffers for want of the necessarie 
of life ?—for food, clothing or shelter? Wher 
are the children who want instruction, or who ¢ 
hungry to bed? If we go to war, it will be (): 
luxuries, not for necessaries. I know that consider. 
able difficulties exist in our mercantile town: 
from the interruption of trade, and I deeply regre! 
them; but many of the evils of which we con. 
plain have not sprang from foreign injury—the; 
are artificial—they have grown out of our exter: 
sive system of banking. By means of banks 
credit has been obtained easily-money has ap- 
peared plenty: we have been too extravagant ii 
our expenses, and we have contracted debts wit! 
too much facility. War will not remedy thes 
evils—it will not pay our debts, but it will increase 
the disorder, and plunge us deeper into debt. 

But we are going to war forcommerce. Cow: 
merce will be annihilated by war. We are t 
fight for the right of carrying our productions (0 
the Continent, where no prudent man would carry 
them. We are to go to war for what must be 
destroyed by war; and we are about to fight fo 
the right of going where we do not want to go: 
or, are we to fight our eotton and tobaceo through 
the hostile fleets of Great Britain, and throug) 
the municipal edicts of Napoleon, to a market, 
and then trust fortune for getting the avails of 
back? For these idle projects—for these less that 
“shadowy forms”—we are about to plunge thi 
nation into all the horrors of war. For these we 
are to have standing armies, and navies, and im- 
pressmenis, (for I do maintain, that from the 
nature of the thing, to make a navy efficient, you 
must resort to impressment,) and widows, and 
orphans, and taxes, and debts, and funding systems, 
and contractors, and stockjobbers, and speculator, 
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added? Yes, monarchy, in due time, for these 

are the stuff which monarchies are made of. And 
for all these evils the people, that is, the industri- 
- ous farmers and mechanics, are to be compensa- 
> ted in Quebec, in Halifax, and in glory. When 
- all the vices and calamities which attend the sys- 


| tem of an eternal succession of wars, present 
~ themselves before me, as a lover of my country, I 
| hardly know whether to wish that the war we 
are about to engage in may be successful or not. 
"If it shall be unsuccessful, I shall have to endure 


_ the mortification of seeing my country disgraced ; 


~ and,if successful, I fear it will lure her on toa 


» system of wars and debts, which must end in the 
- Joss of ber liberties. 

We are told. Mr, Speaker, that commerce must 
be protected. From whom does thiscome? Have 
the ship owners asked your assistance? Are there 

_ any petitions from merchants on your table? No. 
They, for once, beg only that you will let them 


| alone ; you have already loved them (as the ape 
| did her child) so well, that you have hugged them 
' almost to death. 
| of protecting commerce has come from the in- 
5% terior! Itis not from the ship owners, but it is 
from men furthest removed from ships. Whena 


It-is remarkable that this spirit 


' man rises in this House, you may almost tell how 
ardent he will be, by knowing how far distant he 
lives from the sea. But how, Mr. Speaker, are 
we going to protect commerce? By taking Can- 
ada! Under this pretext (I meant to Say project, ) 
our commerce is really to be swept from the ocean 
—it is to be annihilated! How will the capture 
of Canada protect commerce? It will be like a 
man who, for the purpose of securing a rice field, 
should go and fence his neighbor’s corn field. No, 
Mr. Speaker, if you will defend your.rights on the 
ocean, it must be by a powerful maritime forcee— 
it must be by seventy-fours—it must be such a 
force as can cope with your enemy: lay a fifty-six 
pound weight in one scale, and go to putting 
pound weights in the other scale, and you will 
have done nothing till you have put in fifty-six of 
them—you will not have raised the opposite side a 
single inch. It is the same in maritime’ affairs— 
unless a nation can cope with, she builds ships 
only for her enemy. 

I repeat, that it is the business of sound calcu- 
lation, to determine whether the evils induced by 
such a fleet, would not be greater than all-we 
should suffer from the want of it. The object of 
a nation, or individual, ought to be, to choose the 
least possible evil, Without regarding this prin- 
ciple, a person, because he had a right to travel a 
certain road, would not go round an inch, but 
would push forward, although it were beset by 
high way men, and his advance were certain death. 
A person who should fight for mere right, with- 
out any calculation of utility, would stop to cuff 
a bear or a thorn bush, if it chanced to be in his 
way. But, Mr. Speaker, some gentiemen appear 
to have an uiter aversion to calculation—they 
seem as if they did not dare to trust themselves 
with it—they can hardly bear to adjourn from 
day to day. Let me tell those gentlemen, who 
have so much fear that the spirit will coo! by a 
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little delay, and a little reflection, that they would 
soon cool under the walls of Quebec. If they can- 
not trust themselves in this comfortable place, 
they: would soon be brought to other counsels 
amidst the snows of Canada. 

Thus, Mr. Speaker, I have endeavored to ex- 
plain, though in short, my views of the subject. 
In the present situation of the world, I am in 
favor of peace—but the majority have the right 
to decide. I shall consider the vote about to be 
given on this bill as pronouncing their determi- 
nation; and should it be in favor. of war, I shall 
deem it my duty to support that determination, 
and to do all in my power to make war successful, 
and to bring it to an honorable close. 

Mr. D. R. WivutAms said, there was nothing 
more natural than a desire to justify the vote we 
are called upon to give upon so important a ques- 
tion a question as the present; even in ordinary 
eases it is both natural and justifiable; much 
more so in a case which is of sufficient magni- 
tude, abstractly considered, to excite all our solici- 
tude, now become infinitely more momentous by 
the course the argument has taken; for the ques- 
tion is, not only shall the bill pass, but shall there 
be war ? 

After the maturest deliberation he had been 
able to give the subject, he must confess that he 
was not perfectly satisfied with the details of the 
bill before the House. He believed it to be fairly 
liable to the objections urged against it by his 
worthy friend from North Carolina,(Mr. Macon.) 
Sir, the organization of the troops contemplated 
to be raised is new; it is true it had been inti- 
mated to be an imitation of the French organiza- 
tion, but that is not the fact, and, viewing it as 
an experiment. he could not but distrust it or any 
other that should be attempted at this time. It 
puts down the old system, which ‘carried us safe 
and triumphant through our war, and perhaps 
might better through another than to take up one 
that is new, untried, experimental; besides, it 
certainly does establish a preference in the com- 
mand of officers of the same grade in the old and 
this new army; he thought the jealousies suffi- 
cient already, without adding new causes; butas 
it is impossible every member should obtain his 
precise wishes in matters of detail, perhaps no 
one ought sooner to distrust his own judgment 
than himself, and as the principle of the bill met 
his approbation, he would vote for it, more espe- 
cially as he considered it the first measure of war 
against Great Britain, 

To his mind there appeared to be only these 
courses left for the nation: Repeal the non- 
importation law and take a war with France; 
make war on Great Britain, or submit to the 
principle of her Orders in Council. Which alters 
native then shall we accept ? He had no agency 
in bringing the country into its present situation, 
but it was not, therefore, less his duty to exert 
every effurt to rescue her from it. The period 
had arrived when he considered indifference as 
criminal; that he who was not for his country 
was against it. He was not disposed to repeal 
the noo-importation law at this time ; because he 
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considered, no matter whether he approved of the 
fact or not, that the faith of the nation was 
pledged to retain it, and that its repeal would, of 
course, be a violation of that faith ; nor did he 
believe that any circumstance could arise, so im- 
perious in his mind, as to induce him, by any 
vote of his, to violate a faith so dear, and hereto- 
fore soimmaculate. The repeal of that law, hap- 
pen when it may, must necessarily depend on 
circumstances that are not yet Known. 

To yield to the principle of the Orders in Coun- 
cil, is a virtual abandonment of the rights ofan 
independent nation. He meant not to drivel out 
this debate by followipg some gentlemen through 
their tedious details concerning the relative im- 
portance of the events of 1798; letus come home 
to the present times, and inquire what is that 
principle? Practically considered, it is the exer- 
cise of supreme legislation over'us, involving not 
only all the attributes of legitimate sovereignty 
but despotism direct. And when honored with 
seats in this House, while intrusted with the 
interests and rights, too, of the people of the Uni- 
ted States, shall we basely, and without resist- 
ance, succumb to British domination ? The ques- 
tion then is, ought resistance to be made by physi- 
cal force? 

He could not, but rejoice that neither the revo- 
cation nor modifieation of the French edicts enter 
into the present discussion, . However positive 
and important the repeal or modification of the 
Berlin and Milan decrees may be to us, they are, 
in relation to Great Britain, now merged by her 
in considerations .of far different character and 
import. The demands made by that Govern- 
ment, through its aceredited Minister here, has 
thrown the repeal of those decrees entirely out of 
the dispute; because, contrary to her solemn and 
reiterated promises, whether they are repealed or 
not, her orders are to be continued in force. What 
now is made the basis of their revocation? You 
are required to act within the territorial limits of 
France; to put down her municipal regulations ; 
to overthrow her whole system of internal trade 
and manufacture; whereby a channel may be 
opened for the introduction of British manufac- 
tures into French ports. Is it possible that any 
man can mistake the secret object of such a re- 
quisition ? Can it be concealed that it is equiva- 
lent to an absolute, unqualified rejection of every 
overture for a repeal on her aie What pretext 
of justice has she for such a demand? Are French 
manufactures admitted into her ports? Will she 
admit them under any circumstanee whatever ? 
Does she even permit you, who are to procure 
this advantage for her, to carry your own manu- 
factures to her dominions? No. If, then, the 

renunciation of the principle of her orders depends 
upon our securing to her the introduction of her 
manufactures into France, what are we to ex 
pect? What other resource than positive resist- 
ance have we left? We are then brought toa 
direct decision, either to submit to the principle, 
or to oppose it by force. Submit! did he say ? 
he shrunk with detestation from the idea! Indeed 
he felt hvmbled by the seeming necessity of 
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speaking of it; but the gentleman from Virginj, 
(Mr, Suerrey) had made it necessary to expos 
such a ruinous and disgraceful course. Mucl) a 
he respected—he did not* mean to reflect upo; 
the man—but ‘his arguments he abhorred. 
| To his mind every hope that an accommo). 
tion may yet be effected with Great Britain ap. 
pears perfectly unfounded. © If there is a membe, 
| of this House too idle to examine, or having ey. 
| amined the documents on your table, hsa no 
I dread the curses of posterity more. But, sir 
what are the causes of war? Similar injurie 
with those of which the old Congress complained, 
impressment of seamen then such a cause of war! 
If these were justifiable causes of war then, how 
can he refuse to avenge the wrongs of his coun: 


confidence in their statements, Or does not be. 
and against which they fought. Great Britain 
“exercises unbounded sovereignty on the ocean; 
try now, increased and extended as they are? To 








lieve that every effort by négotiation has bee, 
made, such a man deserves not to be convinced. 
to all others, any illustration of mine is unneces. 
sary. Sir, negotiation has been exhausted ; ther 
is silent but conclusive testimony to the faci, 
Neither within this House, nor without it, to hi 
knowledge, has any man, however violently op. 
posed to the Administration, ventured the slight. 
est intimation to the contrary; even the gentle. 
man from Virginia, acute as he is, and hard a 
he labored against the bill, did not suggest a 
doubt. If, then, negotiation is exhausted—it isa 
fact no where denied—what alternative have we 
but to fight or suecumb? Gentlemen need no 
dwell upon the miseries, the consequences of war, 
* she names the-ports and nations to which alor 
‘our merchandise should be carried, and wii 
‘whom alone we, should trade.” The want 
plunder of our, property—the unprovoked in: 
pressment of our fellow-citizens—the assertion ¢/ 
principl.s, and the practice upon them, absolute); 
incompatible with our independence! Shall | 
on? No. Gentlemen cannot bear to hear ti 
nauseous catalogue of wrongs repeated ; notwiti- 
standing they will not resent them. The same 

entleman from Virginia acknowledges we have 
had sufficient and justifiable causes of war eve! 
since the years 1805 and 1806. Indeed! wha 
were they? The interruption of a trade during 
war, not enjoyed in a time of peace. Was the 
his mind the interruption of that foreign carrying 
trade, injurious as it was, bears no comparisol 
with her restrictions on the exportation of our 
own products. He could not give utterance \0 
the indignation he felt at the imposition of 4 
transit duty on our commerce to any part of the 
world that Great Britain might choose to inter- 
dict. No; the gentleman may reply, the Orders 
in Council do not levy contribution on our trade 
now, they are modified, so as only to interdic! 
particular places. If one place, why not every 
other place? But, indeed, has that proud, un- 
bending nation modified her orders, of whom he 
declared it was impossible to divert from her pur 


pose? Was it discovered she had taken too rank 
hold upon the pedceable habits of our people? 
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had excited a} her? He thought not. A disposition to advance 
‘ferment injurious to herself, the consequence of | on @ receding opponent marks her character ; 


which no sophistry could conceal? Was the burn- | your own experience teaches; yield them but for 


was, indeed, too nearly allied to the eauses of the | 
Revolution to be borne. The orders are there- 
fore modified ; but the.evil still exists, the pria- 


ciple is retained, and is the same, whether exer- 


cised by her in imposing a tax on our trade, in 


| 





of her orders? She marks out the course and des- | 
tination of your ships, laden with the productions | 


of your own soil; if you vary in the least from 
the limits she prescribes, your property is cap- 
‘tured and condemned “for contravening His 
_ Majesty’s Orders in Council!” Shall we be again | a system of government which combines a vast 
" asked for the causes, of war ? 


The same grptiemen of Virginia asks, whatare | 


the war? The objects are necessa- | 


ing of gin at Baltimore calculated to induce a! a cent, or a moment, and her system is fastened 
belief that it might renew the same scenes with | on your neck forever. 
the destruction of tea at Boston? The outrage | end; to this there never will be. 


To war there must be an 
Her system, 
sir, is levelled at your most valuable interests; in 
a pecuniary point of view, it carries poverty and 
wretchedness every where; in every other it ought. 
to be spurned with detestation. Indeed, sir, it is 
fastening a'gangrene at the heart of the nation, 


i restricting Our commerce to particular places, or | which will imposthumate in corruption and ruin; 
* in asserting unbounded sovereignty on the ocean. 
- What, at this moment, is the practical operation 


its life-strings must rot. 

It has been said our Constitution is not calcu- 
lated to sustain a war. Itsurely is not calculated 
for submission ; if it be, its brightest glories are 
gone, and his solicitude for its preservation must 
vanish with its virtues. He did not believe this 
was the fact. What is this Constitution? It is 


variety of interests and character in one great 
national family. In this family are many. pecu- 
liar interests; how, then, is it to be kept together? 


tily involved in the causes of war; and, to his | He wished to feel forthe people of New England 


mind, were legitimate, honorable, just, and‘neces- | 


sary. The liberation of our unfortunate, incarce- 
rated seamen is one object acknowledged by the 
gentleman to be proper. The sufferings of this 
meritorious deseription of eitizens, who are as 


' much entitled to protection as any other, (no mat- 


ter how elevated.) cannot be palliated, and ought 
no longer to be endured. The right (not a re- 
stricted permission from Great Britain) to a free 
and common use of the ocean is anotier; the 
renunciation of a prineiple which exercises for- 
eign jurisdiction over us, another; the reac- 
knowledgment, not in form, but in fact, of inde- 
pendence—practical sovereignty—another. There 
can be neither security for our rights nor our prop- 
erty, when ‘the power of taxation can be exer- 
cised, (it is immaterial under what name or char- 


as he felt for the people of the South—each have 
their peculiar interests. That of the Eastern sec- 
tion of the Union depends upon the right to navi- 
gate the ocean; that of the Southern States, in 
the possession of a certain species of personal 
property. If you withdraw the protection of the 
General Government from-either, what is there 
left to cement its attachment to the Union? Will 
any man contend that the rights of the one on 
the ocean are not as dear, or ought not to be 
maintained, as, far as practicable, as inviolate as 
those of the other on the land? But it has been 
said, by the same gentleman, the people will not 
support a war for any object that does not touch 
their soil. There seems to be a sort of magic in 
these words. The British capture American ves- 
sels laden with the products of our own soil, des- 


acter,) without representation ; for surely the pro- | tined to France; the people will not resent this, 
duce of labor is his, who can take of it whatever | because the soil is not touched. He would be 


he pleases. Deprived of these great and vital ob- 
jects, who has a mind to calculate the result,? 
And yet, great‘and vital as they are, they consti- 
tute only a part. 





glad to learn from the gentleman what principle 
is there that will justify the seizure of our pro- 
duce on its passage from Charleston to-Bordeaux 


Will the gentleman reply, they | that will not equally justify the capture of our 


are neither just nor necessary? What gave rise } vessels bound from Boston to New York ? What 


to the Revolution’? Not a paltry tax on stamps 
or tea, but the assertion of the right to those taxes. 
What now is our situation? The principle and 
practices against which we are called upon to 
act, are, in magnitude and importance, inhaitely 
transcending those of that day. To avoid war, 
we have receded, step by step, until we have not 
one inch of honorable ground left to stand on. 
Are we not degenerated? He would be glad to 
learn from the gentleman which of the numerous 


outrages we have suffered from Great Britain is | 


greatest. So numerous are they, it appeared to 
his mind almost impossible to determine whicti 
is worst. Weare now called upon to assert these 
objects; if there is no other practicable mode 
than force, we-are bound to make great and cheer- 
ful sacrifices to sustain that force. But suppose 
unqualified submission is yielded, will that satisfy 


then becomes of your coasting trade, the most 


Lgeeeres branch of commerce? It may all be 


destroyed; and yet, according to the doctrines of 
| the day, the soil is not touched! But the destruc- 
| tion of the coasting trade is not sufficient to sat- 
isfy the implacable hatred of the enemy; the 
bays, rivers, and harbors, are infested with pi- 
rates; everything that fluated on their broad 
| bosoms is also destroyed ; this comes still nearer 
| the land, yet the soil is not touched! Suppose the 
soil is touched, the hostile standard planted on 
the castle, and Boston laid in ashes, will the gen- 
'tleman be contented to drive the enemy to the 
lines? He dare not follow them ; beyond it would 
be foreign war! Yes, sir, just as much foreign 
war as we propose to wage; the people will not 
bear it! This is just such stuff “as dreams are 
made of.” The soil, sir, is touched; he felt it 
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every man must feel it in his pocket, if not in his 
heart, that the soil is touched, is violated. The 
violation reaches to the fireside of every man in 
the nation, and the violators ought to find that 
the day of retribution is come. 

But, it is said, this war will not-do; it will not 
be popular; that the provocations in 1798 were 
greater than they now are, and yet the old Re- 
publicans opposed the war of that day. It was 
not his intention to follow the gentleman (Mr. 
Sranrorp) through his long détails of those 
times. He was unwilling now/to excite feelings 
long since buried. It appeared to him that this 

entleman’s opposition was induced by a singu- 
ar cause indeed. It) seems we have adopted a 
new rule at the present session—one not prac- 
tised on in 1798; and as there was no war then, 
it will be out of order to resort to it now. 

[Mr. Sranroro explained, that he had not said 
there was no war then, but that he had been op- 
posed to the war. ] 

He thought (continued Mr. Wituiams) it was 
not material to inquire whether the provocation 
was greater in 1798 than now; but whetlier the 
present causes of war can no otherwise be re- 
moved ; and if not, is war therefore necessary and 

‘just? But, if we must look back into the amount 
of our losses then; if gentlemen must be met 
upon their miserable calculations of pounds, shil- 
lings, and ~_— let us examine the statements 
of the gentleman from North Carolina; if I mis- 
take him I shall be glad to be corrected. I un- 
derstood him to say the proof was indisputable, 
that the injuries then were greater than the pres- 
ent, because, in the Louisiana treaty, there was a 
stipulation for the payment of more than three 
millions of dollars to American citizens, being the 
amount of depredation on our eommerce by 
France; and that this sum far exceeded the 
losses sustained by the Orders in Council. The 
gentleman is unfortunate in his comparison. Al- 
though there are no documents in the possession 
of the House which show the number of captures 
under the Orders in Council, from the best esti- 
mate he could make, and from the opinion of 
practical men in the House, that amount falls 
far short of the recent captures that are every 
hour increasing. Since the decision of Sir Wil- 
liam Scott, in the case of the Fox, ninety others 
re spoke from memory) had been condemned. 

he average value of these vessels and cargoes is 
considered low at fifty thousand dollars, and in 
the aggregate far exceed the losses he has alluded 
to.. When itis remembered, that, during the op- 
eration of the Berlin and Milan decrees, American 
merchants withheld their shipments to France— 
for after the case of the Horizon every one was 
alarmed—it is very evident that the orders have 
been as deadly as-in such circamstances they 
could be. Is other tia required? Look to the 
insurance offices; they will not insure against 
captures under the Orders in Council for Jess 
than a war premium. 

Why, asked the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
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then out, but are now in? The'sheer politician 
the man who seeks a seat in this House for wha 
he can get, no one can more heartily despise thay 
himself Such are the wretches who alone are 
affected by the circumstance of in and out ; buy 
the men who come here to represent and promote 
the interest of the country—who ask, who seek. 
who wish for nothing for themselves—cannot be 
influenced by any such unworthy-considerations, 
Argument upon this point is superfluous, He 
appealed. to the gentleman himself for the fact, 
He could not but consider the inducements to 
avoid the war of 1798 to be very different from 
such as present themselves now. What was our 
situation then? Does it bear,the least resemblance 
to the present? We then enjoyed a prosperous 
trade with Great Britain, which the gentleman 
states to be to that of France as thirty-two to 
two. Neutrality was then practicable ; we were 
in fact reaping the golden fruits of neutral trade, 
While all its rich streams were pouting into our 
country from every part of the world, we were 
then growing rich and great; it surely was in- 
expedient to go to war; we could gain nothing 
by it; it was madness. Do these circumstances 
exist now. — | 

But the people were jealous of the Army in 
1798. He wished he could speak of the transac- 
tions of those days without alluding to the facts 
calculated to excite ae ae feelings. This 
was not his object. hy were they jealous? 
They saw that the army was palpably useless, or 
worse. Jt was impossible to employ it against 
France; not so against themselves. The alien 
and sedition laws; the doctrine of the necessity 
of humbling in dust and ashes a great democratic 
State, filled them with alarms; they feared their 
then rulers intended to change the Government, 
and that the Army was the instrument to effect 
that purpose. The volunteers, too, were opposed— 
their Preetorian bands—because the power vested 
in the States, in relation to them, was contra- 
vened. The States were tobbed of the absolute 
right to officer them; he said robbed, as that 
power which is wisely given to the States asa 
counterpoise to the physical force of the General 
Government, was unconstitutionally taken from 
them and given to the President alone. 

He understood the genileman from Virginia 
(Mr. Suerrey) to say, we were going to war [or 
a mere phantom; for, if the orders were repealed 
to-morrow, the trade to France was not worth 
having. What are the orders worth? said he. 
Nothing ;-they were only paper and ink. The 
deep inroad that horrible system has made on the 
character and interest of his country ought not 
to be so considered. Is it possible there should 
be one man le/t in the nation who can think the 
revocation of a principle which not only shuts 
the continent of Europe against your commerce, 
but warrants its extension through every species 
and grade of injury and insult, only paper and 
ink! It may be easy for the gentleman, who esti- 
mates national honor as a bubble, to contemplate 





Suerrey,) shall we raise an army now, when we | the Orders in Council with perfect indifference ; 
refused to do itin 1798? Was it because we were | but, for himself, he could not sée in them any- 
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thing that was not perfectly loathsome. Sir, we 
have talked so long about trade—about what 
ought and oaght not to be granted—it seemed we 
had forgotten what it ever had been. Let us look 
back a little; perhaps when we are sensible of 
what we have lost, we may be willing to make 
the greater efforts to regain it. I am apprized, 
sir, that the theory of the balance of trade be- 
tween nations, taken from custom-house books, 
(we have no other authority,) has constantly, 
and, perhaps, will eontinue to deceive the wisest 
statesmen; but, so far as our reports from the 





_ Treasury go to show the amount of actual im- 


ports and exports, they may be safely relied on. 


| What, sir, was*the state of our commerce in 


Pt: 


1804? Upon an average of the years 1802, 1803, 
and 1804, it stood thus: To the British domin- 
ions, in Europe, (Gibraltar excepted.) we annu- 
ally exported, of domestic products, $16,430,000 5 
of foreign merchandise, $2 260,000; making an 


ageregaie of exports, $15,690,000 ; but the amount 
0 


our imports, from the same places, was $27,- 
400,000 ; leaving a balance in favor of Great Brit- 
ain of $11,710,000; but notwithstanding the ex- 
portation of cotton had ‘increased in 1804 to 
$6,200,000, the exports of that year were only 
$13,200,000,- while. the importation had been 
swelled to the enormous amount of $27,600,000; 
leaving a balance against us, for that year, $14,- 
200,000. The balance in favor of Great Britain, 
in our trade to British India, is stated at $8,500,000, 
which, added to that of her European dominions, 
constitute a balance in her favor of $15,240,000. 
It is to this point he wished to call the gentle- 
man’s attention. How is that balance obtained ? 
If he will attempt to account for it indisputably, 
he must find the Orders in Council are not merely 
paper and ink. Again, sir, the importations from 
all parts of the world, during the same period, 
were, from British dominions, $35,970,000 ; from 
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up the deficit of our exports to Great Britain. 
The gentleman states the exports of domestic 
produce to France at $2,700,000; to Great Brit- 
ain at $32,000,000; of course, said he, to go to 
war for the revocation of the Orders in Council 
would be to barter a trade of thirty-two millions 
for one of two millions seven hundred thousand 
dollars. So that. by the same process of reason- 
ing, had the orders destroyed the whole trade to 
French dominions, it would be still more unwise 
to résist them, as the trade to Great Britain would 
be in a still greater proportion than thirty-two to 
two. Is it possible the gentleman should not see 
that, by his argument, the greater the injury suf- 
fered from the Orders in Council, the greater 
would be their justification ? 

(Mr. Suerrey explained, that he had stated the 
exports to France wereonly $2,700,000, previous 
to the existence of the Orders in Council, and 
therefore could not have been reduced to that 
sua by those orders. He was satisfied the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina did not mean to 
mistake him. ] 

The gentleman (continued Mr. Wititams) 
does me justice; to misrepresent him is the far- 
thest thing from my intention. But, Mr. Speaker, 
there is no difference in point of fact between the 
gentleman from Virginia and myself, however 
we may differ about terms. Sir, that trade was 
destroyed by British agency, and it is altogether 
immaterial whether the destruction was effected 
by her blockade of France, or by this or that 
Order of Council; the injury is received, the de- 
struction is effected, the principle is the same. 
Sir, the injury is not confined to the reduction of 
the trade to France only, but affects that to Great 
Britain also, so. far as its profits are necessary to 
maintain that trade. But what is the condition 
of the commerce with Great Britain now, which 
he estimates at 32,000,000? Truly miserable. 





the Northern Powers, Prussia and Germany,| The great staples of your country, wheat and flour 
$7,094,000; from Holland, France, Spain, and | excepted, (observe they are not articles of perma- 
lialy, (now France.) $25 475.000; from the do-| nent export to Great Britain,) had better be 
minions of Portugal, $1.083,000 ; from China and | thrown off the wharf than shipped there. Let 
other native Powers of Asia, $4,856,000; from all | me suppose the gentleman to be engaged in a par- 
other places, $838,000; making an aggregate of | ticular branch of commerce; that his sales are 
$75,316,000. The exports for the same period, | restricted to a market glutted with from three to 
and to all other parts of the world, weré, of do-| ten times the amount of its consumption, would 


mestic produce, $39,928,000 ; of foreign merchan- 
dise, $28,533,000; of these amounts there were 
exported to the countries over which the French 
dominion is now extended, of domestic produce, 
$12,183,000, and of foreign merchandise, $18,- 
495,000 ; making the aggregate exports to those 








not his ruin be inevitable? How is tobacco af- 
fected? Export 75,000 hogsheads to any place 
where only 15,000 are consumed, and the effect is 
vbvious. Inquire into the state of the cotton 
market; where is the crop of 1810? A curse to 
him who meddled with it! Where is that of 


places, $30,673,000; theaggregateimportsamount-| 1811? Rotting at home in the hands of the 


ing to $25,475,000, leaves a balance in our favor 
of $5,203,000; while, at the same time, the bal- 
ance was on the trade to British dominions, $15,- 
240,000 against us. Sir, whathas become of this 
commerce? He entreated the gentleman to in- 
form us how this immense balance was to be'set- 
tled when all the commerce of the country, to 


grower, waiting the repeal of the Orders in Coun- 
cil. Sir, 1 know, I feel these to be some of the 
effects of those orders; yet they must not be re- 
sisted, it would be to barter a trade of thirty-two 
for two! They are mere paper and ink! 
But we are going to war for honor; that it 
seems is &@ mere bubble. It was astonishing to 


{ 


other places than British, was.cut off? Every 
seme man knows, the gentleman himself must 

now, that the profits of the trade now destroyed 
by the Orders in Council are necessary to make 


hear that gentleman, who himself cherishes as 
high notions of honor as other men, should seek 
to destroy it in his own country. That which is 
sacred in an individual, cannot be less so in a na- 
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tion. Is that proud virtue, that exalted attribute, 
without which there is neither value nor\patriot- 
ism in the individual, to be treated with disre- 
spect, to be utterly discarded, when the great 
concerns of the nation are under consideration ? 
Of what is the nation composed ? Of brates, sir, 
or men ; high-minded, honorable men? He pre- 
sumed he could offer no outrage so great to that 
gentleman as the slightest imputation on his 
honor, and shall that which graces the character 
of a gentleman be scouted from this House ? 
Shall we, who hold our honor dearer than life 
and all its blessings, consider that of the nation 
as a bubble? Miserable indeed will be our con- 
dition, when there shall be “ nothing level in our 
cursed natures, but villany direct.” Sir, the gen- 
tleman preaches a dangerous doctrine; it goes to 
sap. the foundations of society, to embitter the 
sweetest endearments of life. We have travelled 
far on the high road to ruin, when individuals are 
taught to calculate their interests to be at vari- 
ance with those of the nation or its Government. 
Such doctrine must destroy us. But, said. the 
gentleman; if honor is not a matter of calculation, 
why pay the tribute to the Barbary Powers? He 
hoped to be excused, when he declared himself 
mortified to see that gentleman stoop to such an 
argument; it is destitute even of originality. 

hen the embargo was laid, every species of 
contumely was cast upon.all who approved it. 
We were accused of crimes, with a prodigality 
of abuse that was never before witnessed. That 
we had abandoned their rights. to the ocean—that 
our seamen had been shamefully sacrificed—that 
our Eastern navigating interest had been treach- 
erously destroyed. ‘The embargo was at length 
given up, and the non-intercourse law was 
adopted. That, too, was wrong, says the gentle- 
man; then non-importation was resorted to— 
still wrong. He prayed the gentleman to say 
what would be right. If he will neither stay at 
home to avoid injury, nor fight when jit is in- 
flicted abroad, what will he do? Sir, I am for 
fighting! No, says the gentleman, let us have no 
war, now you have selected your enemy, by pur- 
chasing of Napoleon the privilege of going to 
France. Is that a fair statement of the fact? 
that gentleman cannot believe it. 

He is too honorable himself deliberately to sus- 
pect others of such dastardly conduct. He defied 
the gentleman to look back upon the conduct of 
the Administration, and point out apy terms 
which -had been offered to France. in the smallest 
degree, more favorable than have been offered to 
England. Were not the same terms offered to 
both, and always first to England? Is there any 
man who doubts that the same identical terms 
which France has accepted have been rejected 
by England? How then can it be said we pur- 
olened of France any right whatever? He did 
not think the gentleman could be guilty of be- 
lieving such an insinuation. It is nottrue. But 
the reverse is the fact. The Administration did, 
at one time, offer more favorable terms to Great 
Britain than to France.. He alluded to the offer 
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different; those to Great Britain most favorable, 
It. was apprehended France would accept the 
terms offered to Great Britain, without affording 
that seeurity to commerce which was considered 
a just equivalent for the repeal of the embargo, 
England herself selected the situation in which 
she is placed. The difference between the tone 
of supplication at London, and remonstrance at 
Paris, is, indeed, palpable. Have we not bowed. 
and begged, and entreated, for accommodation, 
until our then Minister at London had been 
charged by many, though not by him, with a 
prostitution of his functions and character; with 
disgracing the nation by his supplications ? Did 
not every man inthecommunily see thatthe Ad- 
ministration had done everything in their power 
to obtain awepeal of the Orders in Council, and 
yet because France has accepted, and England 
refused the terms of adjustment, it is talked of as 
the purchase ofa right! When the arrangement 
with Mr. Erskine, was effected, did any one then 
condemn the Administration for having pur- 
chased of Great Britain the privilege of going to 
her dominions ?, On the ‘contrary, were not all 
rejoiced and anxious to share the credit of that 
arrangement? Sooner or later, sir, we must fight 
or be sacrificed; the sooner we begin, in my 
opinion, the better, But we must not resist the 
injustice and tyranny of Great Britain—she is 
fighting, said the gentleman, for her existence! 
for the liberties of the world! Sir, if her exist- 
ence depends upon the ruin of my country, then, 
I say, down let her go. He thought the gentle- 
man was as wide from the fact here as in any 
other argument. It is impossible, from the very 
nature of our commerce with her, that it should 
weaken, much less destroy her. A trade which 
consists in the exportation of raw materials and 
the necessaries of life, receiving its returns, prin- 
cipally, in her own manufactures, must necessa- 
rily advance her interest and invigorate her 
strength. If she would abandon her mad policy 
against us, that same spirit of enterprise, which 
extended into every region of the world, seeking 
the means whereby to cancel that balance in her 
favor, before alluded to, would again pour its rich 
and tributary streams into all her dominions. 
Under suth a state of things he would rejoice as 
much as any man to see her arm strengthened ; 
but if that arm is to continue lifted against his 
country, he cared not how soon it was leprosied 
and destroyed. 

She is contending for the liberties of the world ! 
he would as soon have expected to hear that the 
Devil had espoused the cause of Christianity ! 
So far from fighting for the liberties of the world, 
the standard of freedom had never been raised in 
any country without her attempting to pull it 
down. If it was not foreign to his purpose, he 
could trace her footsteps, wherever she moved, 
marked by blood and desolation; all the miseries of 
war and revengeful massacre have travelled in her 
train into every region inhabited by man. For 
whose fell cupidity were so many human heca- 
tombs sacrificed in India? For whose more fell 


to suspend the embargo. The terms then were ! ambition did she wage war on infancy and inno- 
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cence in the West? For whom does the savage 
ell now wake the sleepof the cradle? England! 
indisputably, to extend and secure the blessings of 
liberty to the world! iy 
The gentleman had-said, if the war on which 
we are about to enter be just, we have not the 
means to carry it on., His.worthy colleague (Mr. 
Lownpes) had rendered it perfectly unnecessary 
for him to meet this argument; he would, there- 
fore, only observe, that.if the war be just and 
necessary, it ought to be commenced; if com- 
menced, it must be supported—cost out of the 
question. The power of maintaining it will find 
no limitation as long as you. can raise a revenue 
sufficient to pay the interest of the debt you may 
incur in prosecuting the war. Sir, it is worse 
than idle to talk about war without a disposition 
to provide the means Of carrying it on by taxes; 
they are inseparable” For his part he“was ready 
to vote them, and he had no doubt that the people, 
knowing that the Administration had done every- 
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able, It was not wanting, however it may have 
been provoked, to enable individual enterprise to 
wage a war, if not of absolute ruin, certainly of 
vital injury to her commerce, not only “ before 
our doors,” in the West Indies, under the heights: 
of Doyer, but to the Indian ocean. Deprive the 
West Indies of the supplies of our necessaries of 
life and of lumber, and their profitable cultivation 
would be too much diminished not to be consid- 
ered. Take our raw materials from her manu- 
factures, and they are injured, not merely to the 
amount of the enhanced price of such articles, 
but to the entire loss of: their whole exports to 
this country. Is such an injury too trifling for 
her consideration ? The conquest of her North 
American Colonies, too, must be felt. Yes, sir, 
conquest—for they must inevitably fall. The 
gentleman may depreciate the physical force of an 
American army as much as ‘he pleases; but rely 
upon it, whenever the storm of war is poured on 
Canada and Halifax, it will sweep with the re- 


thing in their power, and more than was called | sistless impetuosity of Niagara. 


for, by any other consideration. than a love of | 


peace, to avoid war, wouid sustain it as long as 


the resources of the nation were applied with | 


spirit and faithfulness; at all events let us do 
our daty and leave the rest to them. 


. . | 
But, if your means be sufficient, said the gen- | quered. 


tleman, your physical force is inadequate. If this 


But, if you wage a successful war, says the 
gentleman, the Army will probably overthrow 
the Constitution, as none but General WasHine- 
ron could have prevented the Army of the Revo- 


|lution from subverting the liberties it had con- 


Mr. W. declared that observation was 
to him truly painful; he wished such an insin- 


army is employed without the limits of the Uni- | uation against such an army could have been 


ted States, we are threatened with war on our 
Eastern frontier; our towns will be burnt—our 
cities sacked. Can the gentleman estimate the 
patriotism of freemen less than the obedience of 
slaves? Is the physical force of the owner of the 
American soil less than that of the mercenary 
hireling of Europe? Do you doubt? Call up the 
great spirits of the patriot dead—-appeal to the 
unbroken valor of the living—to those men, the 








spared. Sir, that army was true to the core. It 
is not probable that such a band of patriots—the 
only army that ever did give liberty to a coun- 
try—could have imagined its destruction. To 
this fact the letters of Newburg were conclusive. 
Those letters were alone wanting to finish the 
purity of its character. Suppose there were two, 
or even three, traitors in a camp, does it follow 
that the whole army must necessarily be pol- 


sterling excellence of whose virtues bore them | luted? No, sir. So far. was he from believing 
triumphant through the unequalled horrors of | the liberties of the country were in danger from 
the Revolution! He could not believe that'seven | the Army, he would say, there never was a pe- 
hundred thousand freemen in arms were inade- | riod, during the whole Revolationary war, when 
quate to sustain any war in defence of their just | the great Wasuineron himself, justly as he has 
and dearest rights. been described “ the sanctuary of a nation’s best 

But it is said, if our means and physical force | love,” could have been a successful usurper. It 
were inadequate to the war, our objects cannot | was as impossible as that such a black project 
be obtained by it. Mr. W. said he thought other- | should enter his virtuous mind. He felt the pro- 
wise. It appeared to him much easier to settle | foundest gratitude, even adoration, if it were jus- 
the terms of a new peace, than to patch up the | ifiable for man, to that inestimable body of men 
old quarrel. When he considered the limited ; who achieved the liberties we enjoy. ‘Their ar- 
extent of our demands, and the nature of the pres- | duous toils—their hardships—his feelings were 
sure.on the enemy, he could not but believe our | too much excited to goon. He believed he could 


objects would be attained. What are our de- 
mands? What have we been so long seeking, 
rather begging—for we have begged negotiation ? 
Truly, Mr. Speaker, in. two short words, “ hands 


| army. 





never have stood here a freeman but ‘for that 


If, sir, we are to take counsel: of the gentle- 
man irom Virginia, wé are in a most awful sit- 


off!’ We ask—no,sir, we never have asked of | uation; notwithstanding the proud glories of the 


her any boon, any sacrifice whatever. “ Hands 
off is the only term or stipulation that we sue 
for; fulfilled, she would bind this nation to her 
fate. But what is the nature of the pressure and 
injury that we can inflict? They are to her deep 
and dangerous. We also must suffer; but, thank 
God, we can stand it. The appetite. of revenge 
is keen and steady; in most men inextinguish- 


| Revolution, we must submit to every indignity— 


every daring infraction of oar rights. It would 
seem we are destitute of resources; without 
means to support the war; even our physical 
force is inadequate; but, was it adequate, were 
the means ample, they must not be exerted; the 
Government would be subverted; the veil of the 
temple of the Constitution would be rent in 
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twain: Although ‘the best interests of this nation 


are crushed beneath the paw of the British lion, 
we must not resist; he then is wisést who can 
soonest bow, with-all the stupid serenity of. ser- 
vitude, and-take the yoke! Every faculty of my 
soul, said Mr. W.,.is indignant at this counsel. 
and for one, Iway, I will not submit! 
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trict of Columbia, presented a bill to incorporate 
the Trustees of the Georgetown Lancaster Schoo! 
Society: which was read twice and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on Monday next, 

Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, presented a bill to au- 


thorize the importation of goods, wares, and mer- 


The question was now taken on the passage of | chandise, under certain circumstances, from Great 


the bill,and determined in the affirmative—yeas | 


94, nays 34, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, William Anderson, Stev- 
enson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, William W. 





Britain, her colonies, or dependencies; which was 
réad twice, and committed to'a Committee of the 
Whole on Friday next. 

Mr. N.-.said; the Committee of “Ways and 


Means had for some time delayed making a re- 


Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, Thos. | port upon these petitions, waiting,to see the course 


Blount, Robert ‘Brown, William A. Burwell,- William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, 
William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph 
Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Emott, 
William. Findley, James. Fisk, Meshack Franklin, 
Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green, 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Har- 
per, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. | 


Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner et 


cock; Joseph Lefever, Peter. Little, Robert Le Roy Liv- 
ngston, 

Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel | 
McKee, Alexander M¢Kim, Arunah Metcalf, James 
Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah 





which Congress would take in relation to our dif- 
ferences with Great Britain. Finding the United 
States are about to take a manly attitude and to 
maintain their national rights with firmness and 
spirit, they coneeive that all goods, wares, and 
merchandise, that were purchased. or contracted 
for by our merchants in the British dominions, 
anterior to the second of February last, ought to 
be permitted to be imported into the United States, 
and therefore directed their chairman to report 


illiam Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, George C. | this bill. 


A Message was received from the President of 
the United States, enclosing a report from the Di- 
rector of the Mint for the last year, in which it is 


Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas New- | stated that the supply of silver bullion had never 


ton, Stephen Ormsby, William Paulding, jr., Israel Pick- 
ens, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Samuel Ringgold, John 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, George Smith, John 
Smith, William Strong, George Sullivan, Peleg Tall- 
man, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. ‘Troup, 
Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, David R. 
Williams, William Widgery, Richard Winn, and 
Robert Wright. : 

Nars—Abijah Bigelow, Adam Boyd, James Breck- 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus. Champion, 
Martin Chittenden, John Davenport, jun., William 
Ely, Asa Fitch, Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, jun., 
Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jun., Na- 
thaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, Thomas Newbold, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pit- 
kin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, William 
Rodman, Daniei Sheffey, John Smilie, Richard Stan- 
ford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Whea- 
ton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. 





Tvuespay, January 7, 
Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 


Means, presented a bill making an appropriation | maintained b 


for the expenses incident to the six companies of 
mounted rangers, during the year 1812; which 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole to-morrow. 

Mr. Guouson, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill for the relief of the Board of Com- 
missioners west of Pearl river; which was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Di 











before been more abundant, than it had been for 


the greater part of the year.—Ordered to be 
printed. , 


The House next went into Committee on the 


| bill to'empower the Secretary of the Treasury to 


decide upon the case of the Eliza Ann, of New 
York; which, being gone through, was reported 
to the House, and ordered to a third reading. 


MUNITIONS OF WAR. 


Mr. Seysert called for the order of the day on 
the bill authorizing the purchase of ordnance 
stores, camp equipage, and other quartermaster’s 
stores and small arms. 

The House: having agreed to take up this bill, 
it resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
upon it; when, the bill having been read through, 
and the question being upon filling the first blank, 
Mr. Seypert spoke as follows: 

Mr. Chairman—The bill which Ihave called 
before the Committee, is one of the first impor- 
tance. A general report was heretofore made to 
the House, founded on the statements and facts 
which,»were communicated to the Committee by 
the Secretaries of the War and Navy Depart- 
ments; every position therein assumed, can be 
y incontrovertible facts. Much had 
been said about expense In my opinion, when a 


nation has decided upon the great question of war, 
every minor question is thereby absorbed and ob- 
literated—this question amalgamates every suc- 
ceeding one. War should only be entered into 
when considerations of expense can have no in- 
fluence on the decision. Such appears to be the 
present condition of this nation. We have deter- 
mined in favor of resistanee to the unwarrantable 
and unjust aggressions of Great Britain on our 
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sovereign rights—we cannot stop, we cannot draw | lion five hundred. thousand dollars, and the second 





back, unless she recedes. and'repeals her hostile with four hundred thousand dollars, which mo- 


edicts. When the war is commenced, it must be 
viewed as an appendage to the war for indepen- 
dence. You have already taken the previous 
question on the subject; you have voted a reg- 
ular army of 25,000 men, in addition to your Peace 
Establishment—they cannotbe kept idle; idleness 
is the bane of tiie honorable soldier; to make them 
efficient you must supply them with arms. I have 
heard it said on this floor, that a part of your mi- 
litia, the bulwark of the nation, is supplied with 
cornstalks instead of firelocks. If this bea truth, 
QO! for Heaven’s sake, apply a speedy remedy, 
you have the means within your reach: at any 
rate, make your regulars as efficient as possible. 


timent in this House. It gives me peculiar plea- 
sure, when I compare our present means with 
those which we deemed competent to commence 


the war for American independence. At that pe-| 


riod, our fathers needed everything, but a bold 
and intrepid spirit, to lead them to freedom. - They 
determined on the contest, and were triumphant. 
Can we hesitate? Surely not, sir, when we have 
all the necessary materials within ourreach; nay, 
they are our national resources. Need I detail to 
you again, that we possess five hundred and thirty 
operative forges, furnaces and bloomeries ; two 
hundred and seven powder mills; that the iron 
which is annually manofactured is incalculable 
in amount; that your lead mines offer a superflu- 


ity of that article; that-our resources for saltpetre | 


in the Western States are extensively known, and 
that the supplies may be made as abundant as the 
article is all-important. For sulphur, sir in com- 
mon with most other nations, we are now depen- 





i 


| and the same is hereby appropriated for the purchase, 


tions were agreed to without a division.. The 
two sections of the bill then read as follows: 

“ Be it enacted, §c., That the sum “of one million 
five hundred thousand dollars be, and the same is here- 
by appropriated for the purchase, under the direction 
of the President of the United States, of ordnance, 
ordnance stores, camp equipage, and other quartermas- 
ter’s stores, for the use of the Army of the United 
States. s 

“That the sum of four hundred thousand dollars be, 


under the direction of the President of the United 


States, of saltpetre, and sulphur, for making the same 
| into powder, and for ordnance and small.arms for the 
: ; ; | use of the Navy of tae United States.” 

On this subject there.can be no difference of sen- | “ 


The Committee rose, the House agreed to the 


{ ; 
; amendments, and the bill was ordered to be read 
| a third time to-morrow. 


DISABLED SOLDIERS. 


| Mr. Dawson then called up the bill for the re- 
| lief of infirm, superannuated, and disabled officers 
| and soldiers; which motion being agreed to, the 

House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
| Whole upon it; when Mr. D, spoke as follows :— 

Mr. Chairman: The pressure of business relative 
to our foreign affairs, and my infirm state of health, 
| have delayed an indulgence of my wishes in 
bringing forward this subject at an earlier period, 
and indeed | now find it impossible to do it that 
justice which it merits. 

In presenting to you this bill, I have obeyed 
'the unanimous: vote of the committee to whom 
| the subject was referred, and the dictates of my 
|own judgment, while I have gratified the best 
| wishes of my own heart. It is a subject about 





dent on foreign supplies; still Ido not despond;| Which, in common, I trust, with a majority of this 


and shall it be hereafter necessary, from circum-| House, I feel warmly interested—it is a subject 
stances, to seek for additions to the quantity at | Which has often been brought to the view of this 


present at our command, I anticipate the aid of House, and the principle has always appeared to 
science. of chemical science, to point out the mode | Me to merit the sanction of this House. A much 


to separate this article from its combinations, | 


which abound in the United States. 
Sir, to some the amount which [shall require 


valued friend of mine, an honorable gentleman 
| who now sits on the bench in a neighboring State, 
| and who himself was carried from the field cov- 


may segm enormous, It will be well applied ; | ered with wounds and honor, often called the at- 
and to gentlemen who feel uneasiness on the sub- | tention of Congress to the sufferings of his fellow 
ject, let them rest easy when they are told, that | soldiers, now infirm, disabled, and superannuated, 
the greater part of the articles for which the ex- | by wounds. received in our Revolutionary war. 


penditutes are contemplated, are such as are im- 
perishable from their nature; so that if Great 
Britain shall proceed to do us justice, and | hope 
to God she will without forcing them to arms, 


these supplies will form a ‘stock ‘for the nation in | 


cases of future emergency. 


One word, sir, on the subject of arms. The 
present stock is sufficient for all our purposes— | 


our public establishments, and such as are fur- 
nished by individuals, will enable us to gratify 
the most sanguine expectations ca this subject. 


Sir, I will read to you the estimates which have | 


been furnished by the proper departments, and 
will thea submit to the Committee the several 
sums which are necessary to be voted by the bill. 

Mr. 8. having read the estimates to which he 
alluded, moved to fill the first blank with one mil- 


| His voice was never raised in vain, though his 
| efforts were never attended with success, owing 
to a diversity of opinion as to the details of the 
bill. The committee have endeavored to avoid 
that evil, by extending the provisions of the bill 
to the case of every person who sustained injury 
in his person, while in the actual service of his 
country. ‘This, sir, meets with my approbation, 
though I shali with pleasure accede to the views 
| of other gentlemen asto amendments not fatal to 
‘the bill, my first object being to get this institu- 
tion established, leaving it to time and to experi- 
| ence to point out and cure its defects. 

Ever since I have had the honor of aseat in 
this House, L have voted in favor of every claim 
which appeared to be founded in justice, and I 
have-extended that principle with.a liberal hand 
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towards those who rendered us services, especially | Mr. Cuay (the Speaker) hoped the Committee 
personal services, duting the Revolutionary war, | would disagree to this resolution. It appears that 
Their number is now small indeed, and in. my | the officers of the Treasury are of opinion that 
judgment it ill becomes a great, and I trust a| provision may be made for this description of 
grateful nation, to suffer those who have fought | claims without thatdanger of fraud, which might 
her battles to go down in poverty and sorrow to| possibly arise from a total repeal of the statute of 
the grave.’ No, sir, we ought to afford food and | limitations; that their whole amount does not ex- 
raiment to the infirm and superannuated, and to| ceed $300,000, and the probability is, that one- 
pour balm into the disabled defenders of their | fifth will never be.applied for, should they be au- 
country. Every principle of justice, gratitude, | thorized to be paid. What, said Mr. C., is this 
and humanity, call aloud for this. ,And there is} statute of limitations, which, whenever mentioned 
one consideration, arising from policy, which in| in this/House,seems to make every body tremble ? 
my judgment strongly urges:its adoption. We | It is a general rule prescribed by the Government 
shall probably soon be involved in a war. On| for the direction of its accounting officers in order 
yesterday we passed a bill for raising a large army. | to exelude unjust claims. What are statutes of 
Pass this bill. and it will have’a happy effect in| limitation as applicable to individual cases? A 
filling your ranks;.yes, when it is seen that our| rule under which individuals claim protection 
country is not ungrateful—that she will make} whenever they choose to do so, and when, from 
comfortable the declining years of those who have | the lapse of time; or loss of evidence, they would 
spent their better days in her service, it will be a | be injured, were they'not to take this advantage. 
strong inducement with many to step forward | Butin these statutes of limitation, there are al- 
and enter into that service. ways exceptions in favor of eases of disability, in- 
Iam far, very far, from thinking this bill per- | fancy, coverture,insanity, absence beyond sea, &c. 
fect. .l am sensible that it has many defects, and | But what is the coursewhich an individual would 
I invite the friendly aid of all gentlemen, on every | take who found himself protected by a statute 
side of the Committee, and particularly of the | of limitation? He would examine the justice of 
select committee, io point out, and endeavor to | the claim brought against him, if the claim were 
cure these defects, and to establish a system which | just, if he had heen deprived of no evidence by 
will do honor to this House and to this coutry.- | the delay, if as able-to pay itas if it had been pre- 
Mr. Ruea moved to amend the bill, by a new| sented at an earlier day, he will not hesitate to dis- 
section, “ providing a pension for every noncom- | charge the claim. and scorn to take advantage of 
‘missioned officer and soldier, who, by reason! the statute. And, said Mr. C., shall the Govern- 
‘of having a family, or for other good cause, may | ment be less willing to discharge its just debts 
‘not be able to join the corps of invalids, not ex- | than an honest individual? Shall we turn a deaf 
‘ ceeding half the pay of such non-commissioned | ear to the claims of individuals upon’Government 
‘ officer or soldier.” because of this statute? He trusted not. The 
This amendment, after some debate, was nega- | Committee of Claims ought to examine the merit 
tived, and the bill was reported without amend- | of every claim which comes before it, and if it be 
ment, and ordered ta lie upon the tabie. just, decide in its fayor.. But what, said Mr. C., 
Mr. Dawson gave notice be would call it up,| has been the history of claims, for four or five 
on ‘Thursday. years past? When a solitary claim was pre- 
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS. sented, the House would say, we cannot legislate 


upon individual cases. They occupy too much 
@n motion of Mr. Guotson, the House resol-| of our time. The claim is put aside. The same 
ved itself into a Committee, on a report of the 


individual, some time after, appears in company 
Committee of Claims on the subject of excepting | with others. We then say there are tog many 
certain claims from the act of limitations. The | of these claims—their amount is too large, and 
report. of the committee being read, which con- 


the Treasury too _poor—that there are a great 
cluded with a resolve that it is inexpedient to.) many other claims equally well founded—that jus- 
open the act of limitations for the claims. in 


tice cannot be done to them all. -Sorhetimes 
question: 


there is a division between the two Houses. This 
Mr. Guouson hoped the committee would not | House passes.a bill in favor of some -particular 
agree to this report. Information had been re- 


claim—the other tells you, they will not legislate 
ceived from the Treasury Department, stating in| for particular cases; that if they act, they wish 
a distinct and unequivocal manner. that all this| to take up the subject generally. Mr, C. said, it 
description of claims (which were all liquidated | was his wish, both in his public and private char- 
claims, such as indents of interest, certificates, &c.,) | acter, as far as possible, to do justice; he there- 
might be allowed ‘by the Government; without | fore hoped the course proposed by the Chairman 
danger of fraud or imposition; and, said Mr. G., if | of the Commitiee of Claims would be agreed to. 
justice can be extended to this deseription of | The resolution recommended by the report was 
claimants. without danger, why should it be de-| negatived, 54 to 31; and a resolution offered by 
ferred? Only one solitary reason had been offered | Mr. Gop, recommending a provision by law for 
—that the persons really entitled to these claims | these claims, after some objections from Mr. At- 
upon Government might not get the money. He/ sToN, was agreed to 39 to 36. 
hoped this would not be sufficient to prevent Con-| The Committee then took up,on motion of Mr. 
gress from doing what was just on the occasion. |! Guonson, a resolution which had been referred 
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to them, directing an inquiry into the merits of 
all claims referred to the Committee of Claims, 
notwithstanding such claims may be barred by 
the statute of limitations. 

After some observations in favor of-this resolu- 
tion by Mr. Guotson and Mr. Mitnor, and 
against it by Mr. Bacon, the Committee rose 
without taking a question upon it, and obtained 
leave to sit again. 








Wepnespay, January 8. 


Mr. Lewis presented a memorial of the Levy 
Court of Washington county, District of Calum- 
bia, praying such alterations in the laws of the 
District. as will enable the said colrt to impose 
taxes on the whole of the said county, and to erect 
and maintain a penitentiary ; and that the mem- 
bers of the court may be taken from the several 
sections of the county according to their respec- 
tive number of inhabitants.—Reterred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

The Speaker laid before the House a resolu- 
tion of the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
approbatory of the sentiments contained in the 
President’s Message at the commencement of the 
session, and declaring their determination to sup- 
port; in every way, such measures as the Govern- 
ment may find it expedient to adopt towards the 
European belligerents.—Ordered to lie on the 
table. 

An engrossed bill authorizing the purchase of 
ordnance and ordnance stores, camp equipage, and 
other quartermaster’s stores, and small arms, was 
read the third time, and passed; as was also the 
bill in the case of the ship Eliza Ann. 

The Speaker laid before the House a petition 
of the Ursuline. Nuns at New Orleans, praying 
that the hospital which adjoins their convent, aad 
is ina decayed state, may be removed, and ‘that 
they may be permitted to build a house thereon 
for the education of females.—Referred. 

Mr. Mircaicu presented the petition of certain 
inhabitants of Mississippi Territory, stating that 
boatmen, who navigate the Ohio, are frequently 
taken sick at the Natchez; that the inhabitants 
of that place and the Western country have made 
considerable exertions amongst themselves to es- 
tablish a hospital for their reception. This pe- 
tition prays for some portion of lands to enable 
them to effect their work, which he moved to be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Poinpexrer boped the gentleman from 


New York would suffer this petition to lie upon | 


the table until to-morrow. He presented a peti- 
tion of a similar kind at two different sessions, 
which not only asked for lands, but proposed a 
tax on these boatmen for effecting this purpose, 
and which had been referred to the Committee 
of Commerce and Manufactures, but upon which, 
though he had frequently pressed the committee 
on the subject, no report had ever been made. If 
this petition lay till to-morrow, he would procure 
the petition which he had mentioned, and have it 
ae at the same time.—Ordered to lie on the 
table. 
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VOLUNTEER CORPS. 

On motion of Mr. Smitie, the House took up 
the order of the day, and went into a Committee 
on the bill to authorize thé President of the Uni- 
ted States to accept of certain volunteer corps. 

The bill being read, an amendment was pro- 
posed to prevent the land which is provided for 
the heirs and representatives of any volunteer who 
shall fall in the-service from being sold to specu- 
lators; but, after various attempts at amending 

| the amendment, and considerable discussion, it 
was discovered that no volunteer could dispose of 
this land,.as he never would have any right in it, 
as it vested in his heirs in case he died in the ser- 
vice only. The amendments were of course disa- 
greed to. 

A motion was afterwards made to allow every 
volunteer, who had served twelve months, on leav- 
ing the service, eighty acres of Jand; but this was 
disagreed to, on the ground that the men who 

| entered into this service, would enter from patri- 
Otic motives, and ought not to be put upona level 

| with the regular soldiers. 

| The Committee rose, without going through 

| the bill, and obtained leave to sit again. 


BATTLE ON THE WABASH. 
| Mr. McKee. from the Committee on Indian Af- 
| 


fairs, to whom was referred the Message of the 

President, transmitting two letters from Governor 

Harrison, reporting the particulars and issue ef 
| the expedition under his command against the 
| hostile Indians on the Wabash river, and the 
| memorials of the Legislature of the Indiana Ter- 
ritory, and the officers and soldiers who served in 
| the said expedition, presented the twenty-fourth 
ultimo, made a report thereon; which was read, 

and committed toa Committee of the Whole to- 
morrow. The report is as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred the Message 
| of the President of the United States, transmitting two 
| letters from Governor Harrison, of the Indiana Terri- 

tory, reporting the particulars and the issue. of the ex- 
pedition under his command against the hostile Indians 

on the Wabash, and to whom was also referred the 

memorial of the General Assembly of the Indiana Ter- 

ritory, and the memorial of the officers and soldiers of 
the militia of Knox county, in the Indiana Territory, 
who served in the late campaign under the command 
of Governor Harrison, report: 

That they have had the several matters to them refer- 
red under their consideration, and have given to them 
that attention which their importance seems to merit. 
| It appears to the committee, that the troops under 
the command of Governor Harrison may very properly 

be termed raw troops: very few of the officers, and 
| almost none of the men, had ever been in actual ser- 
vice ; and a considerable portion of them had been only 
a few weeks withdrawn from the pursuits of civil life. 
| The attack made on this quickly-assembled army by 
| the hostile Indians‘on the Wabash, when viewed, either 
as it relates to the nature of the enemy, the time, or 
the violence with which the attack was made, cannot 
but be considered of such a character as would have 
severely tested the collected firmness of the most able 
and experienced troops. ‘This attack, violent and un- 
expected as it seems to have been, was repelled by the 
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troops under the command of Governor Harrison, with 
a gallantry and good conduct worthy of future imita- 
tion. The whole transaction, in the opinion of the 


committee, presents to, the American. people .a new 


proof that the dauntless spirit of our ancestors, by whom 
the war of the Revolution was so ably and success- 
fully maintained, has not been diminished by more than 
thirty years of almost uninterrupted peace, but that it 
has been handed down, unimpaired, to their posterity. 

In estimating the claims of the army on the Govern- 
ment of the United States, it is worthy of remark, that 
the nature of the country, as well as of the enemy to 
be encountered, subjected the army to many extreme 
hardships, and equal dangers,.where everything was 
hazarded, and but little could be gained, except the 
regard of their country. 

The volunteers and militia (to whose’claims the me- 
morials referred to the committee particularly relate) 
were in actual service but a short time, for which alone 
they are entitled to pay by law ; the compensation, 
therefore, to which they are entitled, is not at all com- 
mensurate to the services rendered, and the dangers 
incurred. Besides; many of the officers and men who 
fell, or were wounded, in the battle of the 7th Novem- 
ber, 1811, were purchasers’ of the public lands, for 
which they were indebted to the United States; which 
debt fas due in a short time, and the penalty of for- 
feiture will be incurred if the debt is not paid. It would 
be unjust to inflict a penalty so severe on the discon- 
solate widows and orphans of those officers and soldiers 
of the volunteers and militia, who, in common with 
their brother officers ‘and soldiers of the regular troops, 
fell in, their country’s cause, in‘a manner so distin- 
guished, that nothing was wanting but a great occa- 
sion, interesting to the feelings of the American people, 
to have crowned their names with unfading laurels- 

As an evidence, therefore, of the regard: due to the 
bravery and ability displayed by the troops under. the 
command of Governor Harrison, in the battle of the 
7th November, 1811, as well as to relieve the represent- 
atives of those who were killed in the action, from the 
pecuniary losses incurred in consequence thereof, the 
committee respectfully submit the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That one month’s pay ought. to be 
allowed, in addition to the common allowance, to the 
officers, (according to the rank which they held,) the 
non-commissioned officers and privates of the regulars, 
volunteers, and militia, and to the legal representatives 
of those who were killed or have since died of their 
wounds, composing the army under the command of 
Gov. Harrison, in the late campaign on the Wabash. 


2.\Resolved, That five years’ half-pay ought to be 
allowed to the legal representatives of the officers, (ac- 
cording to the rank which they. held,) the non-com- 
missioned officers, and privates, of the volunteers. and 
militia who were killed in the battle of the 7th Novem- 
ber, 1811, or who have since died of their wounds. 


3. Resolved, That,provision ought to be made by law 
to place on the pension list the officers, (according to 
the rank which they held,) the non-commissioned offi- 
cers, and soldiers, of the volunteers and militia who 
served in the late campaign on the Wabash, under the 
command of Governor Harrison, and who have been 
wounded or disabled in the said campaign. 

4. Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law 
to pay for the horses and other property of individuals 
lost in, or in consequence of, the said battle. 

5. Resolved, That the further time of years 
ought to be allowed to the officers and soldiers who 
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were wounded, and to the legal representatives of those 
who were killed, in the said battle, to complete the pay. 
ments due or which may fall due to the United States 
on any purchases of the public lands made by them 


before the said battle. 
ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


A message was received from the Senate in- 
forming the House’that the Senate had agreed to 
all their amendments to the bill ‘to raise an addj- 


‘tional military force, exeept the proviso in the first 


section, and the three additional sections, to which 
they disagree. 

The «proviso disagreed to, is in the following 
words: 

“ Provided, however, That commissioned officers for 

six only of the said regiments shall be appointed, until 
three-fourths of the privates requisite Lo complete such 
six regiments have been enlisted, when the commis- 
sioned officers for the remaining seven regiments shall 
be appointed.” 
’ The following are the three sections disagreed 
to: 
“ That the officers, who may be appointed in virtue 
of this act, shall respectively continue in commission 
during such term only as the President shall judge re- 
quisite for the public service; and that it shall be law- 
ful for the President to discharge the whole or any part 
of the troops, which may be raised under the authority 
of this act, whenever he shall judge’ the measure con- 
sistent with the public, welfare. 

‘‘That no general, field or staff officer, who may be 
appointed by virtue of this act, shall be entitled to re- 
ceive any pay or emoluments until he shall be called 
into actual service, nor for any longer time than he 
shall continue therein. 

‘‘That in the recess of the Senate, the President of 
the United States is hereby authorized, to appoint all or 
any of the officers, other than the general officers proper 
to be appointed under this act, which appointment shall 
be submitted to the Senate at their next session, for 
their advice and consent.” 





Tuurspay, January 9. 

The petition which the Speaker laid before the 
House yesterday, from the Ursuline nuns at New 
Orleans, was enclosed to him and recommended 
by Governor Claiborne. It prayed for an ex- 
change of. the military hospital for some lots 
which they hold in that city better calculated for 
a hospital. After the petition was read, 

Mr. Dawson observed that-he had received a 
letter from Governor Claiborne relative to that 
petition, and in confirmation of the facts therein 
stated. This community of nuns is a most re- 
spectable and useful member of society, the whole 
of their temporal cares being directed to the edu- 
cation of female youth.. They are that commu- 
nity which some years ago presented a most ele- 
gant address to the then President of the United 
States, and received from him an equally elegant 
answer. 

Iam well assured that the lots. which they wish 
to exchange.are more valuable, and better suited 
for the erection of a hospital than those ow which 
the hospital now stands, I, therefore, move that 
the petition and accompanying papers be referred 
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to a select committee, who will, no doubt, con- 
yerse with the Secretary of War on the subject. 


This was agreed to, and Mr. Dawson, Mr. 
Lownpes, and Mr. Macon, were appointed the 
committee. 


Mr. Poinpexter presented to:the House the 

tition from the Mayor and other citizens of 
Natehez, on the subject of erecting a hospital for 
the reception of sick boatmen employed on the 
the Mississippi, to which he referred yesterday. 
This petition, with that presented yesterday by 
Mr. MitcuiLt, was referred. 

The Speaker laid before the House a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury 
enclosing a report of the Commissioners of the 
Eastern District of Orleans and Louisiana, of.re- 


jected claims.—Referred to the Committee on 
ublic Lands. 


ADDITIONAL MILITARY FORCE. 


Mr. Porter called for the consideration of 
the bill for raising an additional military force, 
which motion being agreed to, the amendments 
disagreed to by the Senate were read, when 

Mr. Porter moved that the House recede from 
these amendmeats. He made this motion from 
no change of sentiment, but from a desire to pre- 
vent further delay. He had always been of opin- 
ion that, if we went to war, the first operations of 
the war would be carried on by the volunteer 
corps and the troops already in force, because the 
volunteers will not only be much soonest ready to 
take the field, but they will be already armed and 
disciplined, whereas the new troops would be 
drawn from different parts of the Union, and 
probably be entirely unacquainted with military 
discipline. . It was under this impression that the 
Committee of Foreign Relations, when the bill 
from the Senate was referred to them, recom- 
mended an amendment reducing the twenty-five 
thousand men (the number in the bill which 
came from the Senate) to fifteenthousand. They 
supposed that this number, with those which had 
been authorized for filling up the present estab- 
lishment, would be sufficient, and as large a num- 
ber as would be at present raised. But when this 
amendment, was proposed to the House, it was 
met witha gust of zeal and passion. [The Speak- 
ER said those were improper terms to be applied to 
the House.] Mr. P. meant not to reflect upon the 
House. The zeal with which this proposition was 
met, evinced a laudable wish to raise a sufficient 
force to protect the rights and interests of our 
country. Nor did he feel inclined to oppose what 
appeared to be almost an unanimous wish of this 

ouse and of the Senate. He thought it of more 
importance to aet promptly, than to dispute whe- 
ther there should be ten thousand, more or less, 
men; and, therefore, gave in to the will of the 
majority. When the amendments for limiting 
the appointment of officers, now disagreed to by 
the Senate, were introduced, he voted for them, 
because they brought the bill nearer to his views ; 
but, as these amendments- had been rejected by 
the Senate, he was willing to recede from them. 
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Mr Smitte did not wish to occupy the time of 
the House by any observations. He-was opposed 
to the motion for receding, and called for the yeas 
and nays upon it. 

Mr. Jounson thought he had already carried 
the spirit of accommodation far enough in vo- 
ting for raising a greater number of men tham he 
thought necessary at present. He would be one 
of the last men in the House to bring into ques- 
tidn the rights of the Senate, or to excite feelings 
of watmth between the two Houses; both had 
the same country to serve, and doubtless had the 
same objects in view. He regretted that the pas- 
sage of this bill should be procrastinated ; and if 
there was a majority in favor of receding from 
the amendments, his remarks should defer the 
question but. for a few moments. He would ad- 
vert to the course which this subject had taken, 
in order to justify those who are in favor of rais- 
ing a smaller number of men than is contempla- 
ted by the bill. It: was not only the opinion of 
the Committee of Foreign Relations, but of ev- 
ery department of the Government, that ten thou- 
sand regular troops, in addition to filling up the 
present Military Establishment, and the contem- 
plated: volunteer corps, would be sufficient for the 
first moments of the war. After the first blow 
was struck, it was believed there would be no dif- 
ficulty in raising a regular force to any extent 
that might be wanted. Those, however, in favor 
of ten thousand, out of a spirit of acecommoda- 
tion, consented to the raising of fifteen thousand, 
and afterwards, with the restrictions in relation 
to the appointment of officers, to twenty-five thou- 
sand men. 

Mr. J. said it would be impossible to get along 
with this business if members did not act with an 
accommodating spirit. Respect ought to be paid 
to the opinions of men who have had an experi- 
ence of ten, fifteen, or twenty years‘in the Gov- 
ernment. If,ina cause like the present, no mem- 
ber would vote for raising any but the precise 
number he had in his owa mind fixed upon, the 
House would be able to pass no bill upon the 
subject. Whilst this House was engaged in dis- 
cussing the resolution for raising an additional 
military force, a bill on the subject was received 
from the Senate. The House immediately laid 
aside their own proposition, and took up the bill. 
The Senate cannot but see that the House gave 
way to their wishes on the subject; but they 
ought to consider that this House stands upon 

the same ground with them, and that respect is 
due to their decisions. He had no doubt that 
many were induced tO vote for this bill from the 
amendments to which the Senate have disagreed. 
When appropriations for this army are wanted, 
this House will have to originate a bill for the 
purpose; and shall have to account to the people 
for the economical expenditure of the public 
money in the prosecution of this war. Before be 
would lose the bill, he would, to be sure, recede 
from these amendments; but he hoped the House 
would, in the first instance, adhere to their amend- 
meats, which would bring on a conference be- 
tween the two Houses that might either induce 
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the Senate to accept of the amendments, or to 

ive such reasons for the rejecting them as might 
induce this House more willingly to recede from 
them. 

Mr. Waricut was in favor of receding from the 
amendments, rather than that the passage of the 
bill should be delayed. He believed, though the 
Government would incur a greater expense, by 
the course proposed, the men would sooner be 
raised ; as every officer who entered the service 
would find it his duty ¢o promote the enlistment 
of the men ; and as the object was of magnitude, 
we ought not to regard the expense. 

Mr. Lirrip wished to make a few observations 
on this question. The subject of difference be- 
tween the two Houses was a mere mattér of ex- 
pense. If we recede from these amendments, all 
the officers for the thirteen regiments will have 
to be at once appointed. , The advantages of this 
course ought to be compared with the expense, 
in order to see which will preponderate. In his 
opinion, the filling up of the ranks would depend 
very much on the character of the officers. ap- 
pointed. . Hf we are immediately to go to war, he 
though: the advantages to be derived from an 
early appointment ,ot the officers would be of 
more consequence than the expense. Much had 
been said about the opinion of the Executive as 
to the number of men necessary to be raised; he 
though: this branch of the-Government as well 
able to judge of the proper force to be raised as 
the Executive, being acquainted with the differ- 
ent parts of the country, and the most vulnerable 
parts of it. .He was in favor of réeceding from 
the amendments. ' 

Mr. Maxwe.u was in favor of raising an addi- 
tional ferce; but could not agree to abandon 
these amendments. When this subject was first 
agitated, it appeared that the Executive was in 
favor of raising ten thousand men only. He 
was, therefore, in favor of the number reported 
by the Committee on Foreign Relations; finding 
there was a great variety of opinion, however, 
he consented to vote for fifteen thousand men, by 
way ofaccommodation. The Senate outstripped 
this House in their movements in this business, 
vand sent dowa a bill proposing to raise twenty- 
five thousand men. He was opposed to this num- 
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eo if these amendments were struck out of the 
bill. 

Mr. Biss said, if in the commencement of q 
war with England, we are tq be regardless of ex. 
pense, the war will terminate, either before jts 
commencement, or soon after. Whether a dispo- 
sition to produce such an effect had given rise to 
this difference between the two Houses, was jor 
his province to determine; but in the very act 
of making war against England for aggressions. 
he was unwilling to submit tothe usurpations of 
any other body. He found, by the Constitution, 
that all money bills must originate with the 

House of Representatives; yet the Senate has 
passed a bill incurring am expense of eight, nine, 
or ten millions of dollars, which we have amend. 
ed; but which they send back to us; saying: “We 
will expend ten millions, or nothing.” Was not 
this reversing thevorder of things? It certainly 
belongs to this. House, to provide the ways ani 
means, and to judge of the ability of the nation 
to raise them. He hoped, therefore, the House 
would not recede. 
Mr. Grunpy said, it he had been opposed to 
| the bill from the Senate, he should bein favor of 
receding from these amendments. Though it is 
the business of this House to originate money- 
bills, the gentleman from Georgia had carried his 
ideas on this subject too far. We, as the imme- 
| diate Representatives of the people, are supposed 
' to be the best judges of what is proper in this 
| respect; but it does not follow, that the otler 
| branch of the Legislature shall not originate any 
bill which may call for money from the Treasury. 
They have this right, and we have the right to 
act upon such bills, when they come before us, as 
| we think proper. ' 
Let us examine, said Mr. G., whether the Sen- 
ate have not acted properly in rejecting these 





amendments, and whether true economy will not 
be consulted by agreeing to the present motion. 
We had determined that less than one-half the 
officers should be appointed at present, and after- 
wards, when a certain portion of the men shall 
be raised, the balance. «If we shall be engaged in 
war, is it believed that twenty-five thousand men 
will be too many ? Certainly not. Would it not, 
| then, be consulting economy and despatch to raise 


ber, on aecount of its being so much larger than | a sufficiency of men at once? For, if you send 
had been asked for by the Executive, and he be- | a force to Canada, you must leave a part of your 
lieved this was the opinion of many others; how-| men to guard your posts at home. The force 
ever, when the proposition made by the Speaker | ought to be fully sufficient; if it were not, defeat 
for limiting the number of officers to be appointed. | might be the consequence. : 

Was agreed to, he voted for the bill, as he con-| This bill, said Mr. G., came from the Senate; 
ceived many others bad ‘done so, that the bill ; we have amended it; they disagree to our amen¢- 
might pass by as large a majority as possible. | ments, and ask us to recede. And if we do not, 
What has Leen the conduct of the Senate on this | a verbal war is to be carried on between the two 





occasion ? - Have:they acted ‘in anything like a 
spirit of conciliation? They say, pass the bill it 
the shape in which we send it to you, or not an 
all. He, for one, would not agree to pass it in this 
way. He made as greai a sacrifice of opinion as 
he was willing todo. There is a point beyond 
which, he trusted, this House could not be driven. 
He had no desire to see an army of officers, with- 
out soldiers to command, which would be the 


| Houses. Rather than this should take place, he 


| would be for now yielding a little on the score of 


numbers, and insure the passage of the bill, which 
| might otherwise be endangered. Besides, this dis- 
agreement between the two Houses would ex- 
hibit us in an uofavorable light, not only to our 
own constituents, but to foreign countries. Great 
Britain would be ready to say, “Republican Amer- 
‘ica can nevergotowar. Their Congress would 
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‘rather hold a verbal conflict. among themselves | lions, with a feeble colonial commerce, and the 
‘than engage in war with any nation whatever.” | péople miserably poor in everything but a spirit 
Mr. Smite hoped the House would not recede | of liberty. Whatdid they do? If gentlemen will 
from their amendments, The gentleman from | recur to the Journals of that day, they will discov- 
Maryland (Mr. Wricur) had said the object is | er that, when Congress had & formidable army 
great, and we ought not to talk about expense. | ready to march, they had not a dollar of revenue, 
He knew as well as that ‘gentleman that war | and the people were too indigent to raise money. 
could not be carried on without expense? ‘This | Congress had to issue bills of credit to the amount 
isnot the question. The question is, whether we | of two millions of dollars.. If it be thought we 
will submit to an unnecessary expense ?- The | cannot raise the necessary supplies, we had better 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Grunpy) has | do at once, what, perhaps, we shall find it neces- 
told us we ought to agree with the Senate, lest | sary to do, if we refuse to recede from these 
we hazard the loss of the bill. If this should be | amendments—submit, 
the case, on whom will the responsibility rest? | Mr. Wiocery said, had not these amendments 
Where it ought torest. Have we not shown | been made to the bill, the minority On its passage 
every disposition to. accommodate the. Senate, at | would have been much larger than it was. Un- 
the same time that we endeavored to guard | til gentlemen shall come forward and offer some 
against unnecessary expense? How will the | good reason fur agreeing to the present motion, 
| 





bill stand if the amendments be stricken out? It | he should be opposed to it, believing this House 


+ will be an excellent bill for officers, but not for | to be as goud judges of what was right as the 


men. There will be an army of officers without | other. Indeed, if there be safety in a multitude 
men. Would it injure the service if these amend- | of counsellors, we have the advantage. He did 
ments remain? Hethought not. He had doubts | not believe the loss of the bill would be hazarded 
whether the twelve hundred men for six regi- | by refusing to recede; it would bring on a confer- 
ments would be raised for twelve months from | ence. He was willing to go as far as was neces- 
this time; and all this tinse the nation would be | sary in raising troops, but he wished to avoid all 
saddled with the expense of the’ officers for all | unnecessary expense. ‘ 
the thirteen regiments. If this were economy, | Mr. Roperrts said the question had now re- 
j 
| 





he did not understand it. It will be remembered, | solved itself into the shape in which he wished 
said Mr, S., that all power rests with the people. | to have had it before, when the bill was under 
Their opinion supports those in power; and when | discussion. The vote will now be whether we 
that changes, they will choose those whose opin- | will agree to raise an army of twenty-five thou- 
ions correspond with their own. sand men, and all the officers, complete; at a 

Mr. S. said when he looked forward to the day | time, too, when nothing has been done towards 
when we should lave to call upon the people for | arming the militia or raising volunteers, and 
taxes to support this expense, or; at least, to pay | when, from the present situation of things, not 
the interest of it—for he hoped it was not intend-| much is to be expected on those subjects. The 
ed to borrow money to pay the interest as well | measures which have been taken for putticg our- 
as principal—he expected great murmuring. For | selves ina state for meeting a war, arose from the 
we must have internal taxes; no one thought of | Message of the President at the commencement 


any other source. All goes on very smoothly at | of the session. The Committeeof Foreign Re- 


present; but the trying time will be when the | lations, who had this subject under consideration, 
supplies come to be raised. He was willing to | recommended the filling up of the present Mili- 
enter into this war; but he was unwilling to ex- | tary Establishment, raising an additional military 
pend one shilling unnecessarily. force, the acceptance of volunteer corps, and arm- 

Mr. Troup was in favor of recéding, because, | ing and disciplining the militia. The Senate re- 
in doing so, he believed the raising of the troops | ported a bill, and matured it, for taising an addi- 
would be expedited ; for, if two hundred officers | tional military force, but he had not heard that 
could raise ten thousand. men in a given time, they’had taken any step respecting the militia or 
four hundred officers could raise twenty thousand |'volunteers. We first agree to raise what appear- 
in the same time. He could not help replying to | ed to him the most objectionable foree—which, 
a remark of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | he feared, would prevent due attention being paid 
(Mr. Smivie,) that gentlemen were all for econ-|to the volunteers and militia. He, therefore, 
omy. Mr. T. was not for a war of economy, but | thought it would be improper, in this stage of the 
a war of vigor. All wars are necessarily expen- business, for the House to recede. The Senate, 
sive. The more feeble and protracted they are, | it would be recollected, is a part of the Execu- 
the greater will be the expense ; and the expense | tive branch of the Government, and the differ- 
is less, in proportion, as they are short and vigor- | ence now between the two Houses is, whether 
ous. If we are not to have an energetic war, Jet | all the officers shall be at once appointed. Per- 
us have no war. He believed the resources of | haps they felta desire on this subject, arising from 





' this country are adequate to any war. Compare | their Executive duty. He should wish to be sat- 


the situation of the country with what it was in | isfied on this point by a conference before he 


1775. Our population now consists of seven mil- | agreed to recede. 

lions of active, enterprising individuals, carrying Mr, Catnoun said that the House had already 

on a commerce second only to one nation in the | decided that twenty-five thousand men were ne- 

world ; then, our population was only three mil- | cessary. The only question at present is a quew- 
12th Con. Ist Sess.—23 
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tion. of expense. Can any gentleman say what 
the difference of expense will be? He believed 
it would be very inconsiderable. The question 
of peace or war must be decided in three or four 
months, and several weeks would pass before the 
appointments could be made. Congress would 
spend more in deliberating on this subject than 
the difference of expense would amount to. In 
case the whole of the officers be appointed, the 
recruiting service will go on much hatter than it 
would otherwise do. If, said-Mr. C., we be seri- 
ous on the question of war, we ought not to stickle 
about an expense of twenty or thirty thousand 
dollars. If a temper of this kind is to prevail in 
the House, it will show that we are not. fit to 
manage the affairs of the nation. He knew the 
expenses of war were considerable, and,they will 
be so, at all events; but a war carried on with 
vigor would be less so.than one carried on in a 
feeble, ineffective way. If gentlemen were alarm- 
ed ata measure-of this kind at the commence- 
ment of our preparations, we had better proceed 
no. further. 

Mr. Ranpocpu said he would make a motion 
which would supersede the one before the House. 
It was, that the further consideration of the sub- 
ject should be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Ranpo.tex made this motion, not from a 
wish to impede the progress of the public busi- 
ness, but from a sense of that duty, from a per- 
formance of which he trusted he should never be 
found toshrink. He made the motion, because 
he held a standing army to be, in itself, unconge- 
nial with a Republican Government; because he 
held this Government, as at present constituted, 
to be incapable, under existing circumstances, of 
carrying on, to any practical national éffect, for- 
eign offensive war. He made the motion, also, 
because the course pursued by the two Houses of 
Congress, is a course not required by the circum- 
stances of the country, nor by that branch of the 
Government which must be intrusted ultimately 
with the employment of the force proposed to be 
raised. It appeared to him, that, of late years, 
novelties the most strange and unaccountable had 
daily grown up in the two Houses of Congress. 

In the fitst place, we undertake, by law, to en- 
ter into stipulation with a foreign Power, not 
binding upon that Power, but binding only upon 
ourselves. To do, by law, that to which the Ex- 
ecutive power alone is competent, and that which 
could be carried into effect by the treaty-making 
power only.. Now we are undertaking to say, 
that the Executive Government. of the United 
States is either ignorant of the true interests of 
the country, or incapable of carrying on the busi- 
ness of the nation, or unwilling to do that which 
the public interest demands. This is the subject 
of your bill. 

After you have raised these twenty-five thou- 
sand meo—if he might reason on an impossibility ; 
for it had, he thought. been demonstrated that 
these men could not be raised, it would be an 
army on paper only—shall we form a commit- 
tee of this. House, in quality of a Committee of 
Public Safety, or shall we depute the power to 
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| the Speaker (he should not wish it in safer hands) 
|to carry on the war? Shall we declare, tha; 
| the Executive not being capable of discerning the 
public interest, or not having spirit to pursue j; 
we have appointed a committee to take the Pres. 
ident and Cabinet into custody? Gentlemen taj; 
of marching and countermarching these troops, 
as if'they would have any control over the: 
though hay will have none, except, indeed, tha; 
they might withhold the supplies for their support, 
and by this means, oblige the Executive to dis. 
band them; but as to how, or where, or whey 
they shall be employed, this House has no cop. 
trol whatever, 

It was far from his expectation, when he came 
to the House this morning, that he should have 
said anything on this bill. He did not know or 
expect that it would be taken up. But he did 
consider a standing army to be-in itself not merely 
uncongenial, but deadty, to the spirit ofa free 
Government; and he believed that the first man 
of an adventurous, unprincipled character, who 

ot into the chair of our Government, with even 
half the number of men now proposed to be raise, 
at his back, will make the experiment in which 
Catiline failed, but in which Cesar, Cromwell 
and Bonaparte succeeded. And shall we be tol 

that there is no danger. of a man of this descrip- 
tion getting into the chair of Government? [si 
necessary to carry your recollection to the past? 
| Is it necessary to state that a man, of the very 
description which had been méntioned, had been 
within one vote of becoming President of th 
United States ? 

A standing army is the life and soul of a mili. 
tary despot. Wil any man deny it? Can des- 
potism exist without it? Is it not the pabulum 
on which it lives, and moves, and has its being: 
It has ever been dangerous to limited monarci- 
ies—he spoke of hereditary monarchies. Look 
for the fact, said he, in all the authorities—ih: 

ood, old doctrines of the Whigs, before power 
had corrupted them and they had apostatized frou 
their principles, And if a standing army be dav- 
gerous to liberty in an hereditary monarchy, wher: 
the first seat in society is guarded by ancient pre: 
judices, by moral restraints, and physical force; 
it ina form of Government like this, where thi 
Chair of State is filled bya King Log, a standin; 
army be dangerous to liberty, what must it be i0 
a Government like ours? In a Government lik 
that of England, it is almost impossible for a 
usurper to get at the throne. How is he to get 
there? He dare not even imagine the King: 
death. But here, such a character has only | 
wait four years, to be inducted, in form, to you! 
chair; the doot is always open to him. 

We hear much, said Mr.R. about the conduct 
the Congress of 75. In °75 the soil of this country 





eee 


was polluted by the tread of our enemy; and ifai | 
event of the same kind were totake place now,!e | © 


the Congress of 1812 give only the signal, an 
there would be no difficulty in raising one hundres 
thousand men, more than we could victual, a0 
clothe, and. arm. But the cireymstances unde: 
which this army is proposed are very different. 
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The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Sat-| cles, which we confess we have not, and to receive 
ue) has told the House that this army is to be}'the duties on impost and tonnage. How does 

rovided for by internal taxes. He had been ex-] this square? Look at your revenue before you 

cting this. The moment this bill becomes a | undertook to interfere with commerce, and look 
aw, you will hear the flap of the ominous wings | at it now, and you will find that nearly one half 
of the Treasury pouncing upon your table, with | of your revenue is destroyed by your own act. 
projects of land tax; excise, hearth tax, window} Mr. R. said he had listened with attention, 
tax. Excise not merely on whiskey—that, great} whenever his health would permit, to the argu- 
necessary of life, but upon leather, candles ,&c.,| ments of gentlemen in favor of this bill. He had 
&c., in all the forms of oppression.and-extortion, | heard nothing of any weight until his worthy 
so that the habitation of a man will no-longer-be | friend from South Carolina (Mr. Wi tutams) 
his castle. For this reason he wished the con- | spoke the other day. Nothing which had not 
sideration of this bill postponed, that the’ gentle- | been repeated at least one hundred times before, 
man from-Massachuséetts (Mr. Bacon, the chair- | and much better said; and there was such a sim- 
man of the Committee. of Ways and Means) | ilarity between the debates of this time and ona 
might lay before the House his budget for meet- | former occasion, that the whole appeared like an 
ing the expenses. of the war; so that the House | old story. Asa friend and old fellow-laborer in 
may not, in the first instance, be entrapped by | political opinion, he was highly gratified by the 
agreeing to raise an army, and then be told, they | speech of the gentleman from. South Carolina ; 
have nothing left to do, but to providea system | but, except on the subject of the Orders in Coun- 
of internal taxation. And for what expense are | cil, he did not recollect that he had said anything 
you to provide ? The principal? No; the bare] either new or convincing. After the fascination 
interest of the principal only. of his animated manner had passed off, he had 

Weareto havea vast army—double the amount | searched his mind for anything else in vain. He 
of that proposed to be raised in ?98—internal taxes, | listened to have heard a word on the. subject of 
eight per cent. loatis, and no Federalism. I pray | the French decrees, either governmental or mu- 
icipal, or on the stipulations of the present Em- 
peror of France towards the United States. He 
listened also for something on the subject of the 
letter of the Duke de Cadore to our Minister; but 
he listened in vain. He heard nothing but the 
old story that the West Indies would no longer 
be worth cultivating, and that the manufacturers 
of Birmingham and Manchester would compel the 
British Ministry to yield to our demands, This 
hal been the standing order of the day for six 
years past. 

The gentleman from South Carolina called the 
attention of the House to a commerce, which we 
need never again look for. As we have under- 
taken to force manufactures here, so has the Em- 
peror of France undertaken to force them; and 
as we have refused to supply England with raw 
materials, she has sought for supplies in other 
quarters. He looked upon our export of cotton 
to be as dead as that of indigo: We shall have 
no market for it hereafter, but tosupply our own 
consumption ; except they will take it from us in 
China, which can scarcely be expected. 

The gentleman from South Carolina says, that 
it takes all the: profits of our trade with other 
countries, to pay the annual balance due to Eng- 
land. To menof practical minds, what does this 
fact prove? It proves that this balance was es- 
sential to our interest. ‘It proves that we all know, 
that a capital is necessary toa man who is de- 
void of one; and England, being the first com- 
mercial nation in the world, furnishes us with a 
capital which we want, as Holland. in former 
times, used to furnish capital for the other nations 
of Europe. Itis as plain as any proposition in 
mathematics, that where two nations trade to- 
gether, the-one rich and the other poor, the one 
yielding raw materials, and the other manufac- 
tures in a finished state, that the trade of superior 
wealth and refinement is necessary to the nation 










































Federalism compounded? What are its elements? 
You have your choice of two alternatives. Gen- 
tlemen must either stop on the good old Virginia 
ground, or they must scout it, and go into Feder- 
alism, and adopt Federal doctrine to its full ex- 
tent. They must take one or the other; and if 
they be prepared for this system of internal tax- 
ation—this system of patronage—this vast Army 
and Navy, and the ‘point of. honor—he spoke of 
honor as between nations—it is hardly worth 
while to keep up the old distinction. 

_With regard to loans. He should be sorry on 
the general subject of finance, or perhaps on any 
other, to pretend to an equal degree of informa- 
tion with the very extraordinary man at the-head 
of our Treasury Department. He never had any 
doubt of his ingenuity He believed that what 
coul be done, he would effect. He would ven- 
ture to affirm, however, for though his sources of 


tary, he had no doubt of their correctness, that he 
cannot borrow money to the extent of our wants. 
It is not be to had abroad we al! know; and 
it isnot to be had at home. It is very easy fora 


ly, to borrow either small or large sums; but an- 
nounce to the world that you have no resort, but 
to borrow, and you will soon find the barometer 
of your credit fall. 

What isthe proposition, Mr. R. asked, which 
the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures 
has brought forward for importing from Great 
Britain and her possessions, articles ordered, or 
said to be ordered, previous to the 2d of February 


treaty with the Indians, in furnishing them with 
the customary articles. But it is, in fact, to get 
blankets and woollens for our soldiery and revenue 
nto our Treasury. It is to geoa supply of arti. 
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Which is most necessary in America—blankets 
and rifles or furs? Suppose the savage on our 
Northwestern frontier would not let us have their 
furs. they would not get our blankets and rifles. 

Do not gentlemen see the avidity, notwithstand- 
ing all the difficulties attending the trade, and the 
consequent high prices, with which British man- 
ufactures are purchased here? The gentleman 
from South Carolina has founded a strong argu- 
ment, in the reduced price of this cotten, for re- 
sisting the Orders in Council. But the low price 
of his cotton is no proof of the depreciation of 
British manufactures. 

But we are to go to war to conquer the liberty 
of the sea—France having tried this in vain. 
France, with an army of a million of men; with 
Bonaparte, Massena, and other famous generals at 
their head, having failed inthis enterprise, some 
of our famous colonels are determined to succeed. 
This appears farcical. 

But as to the principle of the Orders in Coun- 
cil, take France cut of the way, and he believed 
there would be no hesitation in resisting them. 
The question has been, shall we resist the minor, 
and put up with the major injury? Bat, situated 
as we are, he would resist the Orders in Council. 
But he saw no connexion between an army of 
twenty-five or fifty thousand men, and a repeal 
of the Orders in Council. 

Suppose the Chinese had as great a maritime 
force in their seas as the British have in the At- 
lantic ocean, and China was at war with Japao, 
and had_ passed similar orders with the British. 
We have ne trade to Japan; she has some decree, 
either governmental or municipal, to prevent our 
going ihere; would his friend from South Caro- 
lina, whose hervic spirit and manly mind he ad- 
mired, undertake to compel the Chinese, With a 
population of three hundred and fifty millions of 
subjects and a large fleet. of ships-of-the-line, by 
passing a law toraise twenty-five thousand men. 
to repeal her restrictive orders against our com- 
merce? This would be outquixoting Quixote 
himself; and outheroding all our former Herod- 
ings. With a law for raising twenty-five thou- 
sand men, whom you cannot raise, you are to set 
out on an expedition to conquer the liberty of the 
sea; and where?. He did not know whether he 
understood his friend from South Carolina; but 
he seemed to have some project in his mind—the 
torpedoes having failed, he supposed he had got- 
ten some other new invented machinery to be 
put in motion by the Falls of Niagara; but what 
it was he understood not. 

There is one view of the subjeet, which he 
must be permitted to take. No wise man would 
undertake any important measure until he first 
calculated the manner of effecting his object, and 
considered the situation in which he would be 
placed after his purpose was attained. Mr. R. 
would overlook every other consideration. He 
would indulge gentlemen in their most romantic 
notions of success. . He would consider the Amer- 
ican standard as hoisted on the walls of Quebec, 
and even at Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
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What have you got, at an immense expense of 
blood and treasure ? a national curse! 

You will, to be sure, have done a favor to Cap. 
ada. You will have purchased, ata dear rate 
her independence. This is very benevolent and 
philanthropic—and might be a very proper cop. 
sideration for a quaker meeting or philanthropic 
society, but not.for this body. But after Canada 
shall be conquered, commerce could not be force, 
into that inhospitable climate ; and ‘yet we are to 
bring upon ourselves land taxes, excise, and inter. 
nal taxes of every description, to obtain it. 

Are there no limits, asked Mr. R., to the tery. 
tory over which Republican government may be 
extended ? Is it, dike space, indefinite in its ey. 
tent? He believed that whenever the valley of 
the-Mississippi came to be filled up, we should 
find our mistake on this subject. 

You are laying the foundation for a secession 
irom the Union—on the north, by the possession 
of Canada, and on the borders of the Ohio, for 
another division. ‘Fhe Ohio has been made the 
line between the slaveholding States and those 
which hold no slaves. He need not call the a- 
tention of the House to this distinction, nor to the 
jealousies and animosities growing out of the 


subject. 
Mr. R. said, if he thought these twenty-five 
thousand men could effeet their object; if they 


could be raised; if, being raised, they would not 
be more dangerous than the Orders in Couneil or 
French decrees, he might have been disposed to 
favor the passage of this bill. 

But why should gentlemen wish to raise a 
larger force than the Executive wants—than he 
is dispdsed to use? . For, with all his jealousies 
of Executive power, when we go to war, we must 
do one of the two things: We must either give 
the President such.a military and naval force, 
and let him use it; or, ifhe decline using it, re- 
move him and put some man in his place who 
will use it. ‘There is no other alternative. Wil! 
aby one suggest any other ? 

You have.an agent to execute certain business, 
he asks from you a certain amount for effecting 
the business on hand, you give him double—you 
force it upon him—you compel him to waste Il. 
Would not this be deemed extraordinary conduc! 
in-an individual? If we place confidence in the 
Executive, we ought toact up to his views, aud 
not adopt measures to force him beyond the point 
to weigh he is willing to go. 

Mr. R. felt an utter incapacity to do a proper 
degree of justice to his sentiments on this subject; 
but he could not suffer the bill tu pass without 
making one more attempt to put it in the power 
of the House to-retrace their steps from this ill: 
advised measure. 

We are going to war—going to raise twenty- 
five thousand men—going to sweep away His 
Majesty’s Government from the British Provin- 
ces. He sometimes was ready to persuade him- 
self that he must be laboring under a mental de- 
rangement—that the thing could not be. What! 
raise twenty-five thousand men for this purpose} 
when it takes you from the 5th of November to 
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the 10th of January, to get a bill, which comes to 
our hands ready cut and dried from the Senate, 
assed intoa law; when you have yet to pass 
_ your volunteer bill, your navy bill, and above all, 
| your appropriation bill. Why, Captain Cook 
would have sailed around the world before you 
> can get through this; and yet-youw talk about car- 
 rying on offensive waz, while everything shows 
you incapable of carrying on such a war. 

But, by the aid of war speeches and the previous 

- question you may get your war measures passed. 
- But the previous question will not replenish an 
empty. Treasury, nor supply the places of your 
' killed and wounded men, nor carry on. your war. 
No; you would have to take the measures of 
your predecessors, and infuse a little more energy 
into the Government. 

Mr. R. was afraid we should not be inclined to 
copy after the not unwise example of our prede- 
cessors of the Republics of ancient times—of the 
ancient world—to attend to the auspices under 
which we are acting—tothe signs of the times. Is 
it possible that this most imprudent measure, this 
first actual war in which we have been engaged 

since we achieved our’ independehce, should be 
entered upon under present circumstances—when 

- eclipses, comets, earthquakes and the most deso+ 
lating visitations of God are taking place? Can 

' these be the harbingers of any good? But if it 
had pleased Him, in whose hands are all things, 
to harden the heart of Pharaoh, that the Children 
of Israel may suffer—he supposed they must sul- 
fer without complaining. 

He should tike to be told by his worthy friend 
from South Carolina, what purpose he finally and 
eventually proposes to accomplish by the war on 
which we are about to enter. Let us, said he, 
come down to the level of old-fashioned common 
sense—tell us, if we must endure all the evils of 
war, what we have to expect in return. 

He knew he had detained the House to little 
purpose ; but he wished to put it in the power of 
the gentlemen to revise and think better of a vote, 
on which, in his opinion, depended the ultimate 
happiness, security, and everything dear to this 
country. He knew how very easy it was to make | 
war; nothing easier than to make either national 

It was as easy to go to war as 
to get a wife; and many a poor blockhead had 
he seen strutting his hour, because he had, after 
Vast exertion, married a shrew. 

Mr. R. wished, if they could do no better, that 
Congress would adjourn, and suffer the members 
to go home and consult with the good old plant- 
ers of the country on the subject of this war; 
and ask them if they are willing that their sons 
shall go to fight the Canadians, and: whether, 
to support the expense, they be willing to submit 
to the payment of direct and indirect taxes, in 
order that we may get possession of the great 
mill-seat at Niagara ? 

If the two Houses were to adjourn only for six 
weeks, it would afford time for the. present war 
fever to subside; and by that time the Hornet 
would liave returned. He did not believe, indeed, 
at present, if a declaration of war was laid upon 
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the table that forty-five votes could be had in favor 
of it; and he had been surpriséd that no gentle- 
man had brought this proposition before the House, 
instead of talking about paper restrictions—paper 
armies—paper money. It is true, the Constita- 
tion has prohibited paper; but what is the Con- 
sutution? It is a paper Constitution. It says 
nothing but gold and silver shall be a tender; that 
no appropriation shall be made foran army for a 
longer term than two years; but, in despite of our 
Constitution, appropriations have been applied 
to the Army more than two years after they were 
voted ; but if this be inquired into, you wili be 
told that it is a Treasury regulation, which is 
made,to supersede the Constitution. 

Mr. R. was the more anxious fo hear the opinion 


' of his friend from South Carolina as to the effect 


proposed to be obtained by these measures, because 
he believed him to be one of those pure, disinter- 
ested politicians, who sought nothing, and would 
receive nothing from the Government of his coun- 
try—who came here, at an expenseof his time and 
fortune, to discharge the trust so worthily ‘placed 
in him by his constituents. Mr. R. was proud 
to say that he stood on the same ground—that 
he never occupied any other—on it he should for- 
ever stand as long as he remained in public life— 
and probably remain what is called an opposition 
man ; because the moment the outs get in, they 
do the very things against which, whilst the 
were ‘patriots, they loudly exclaimed. They re- 
alize the old fable of ASsop, “it was your bull that 
gored my ox.” 

Let, however, the Government come to any res- 
olution, in which the rights and liberties of the 
country are involved, if he had no strong objec- 
tion to the’ course proposed, it would receive no 
captious opposition from him. He should despise 
any capitous opposition; but when you come to 
raise standing armies, to treason bills, to bills for 
the suspension of the habeas corpus, to unlimited 
taxation, to the violation of the most sacred pro- 
visions of the Constitution, he should then put in 
his veto. 

Whose bill is this, asked Mr. R., upon which 
we are now debating ? Is it the bill of the wise, 
the sober, the discreet, the cautious, the thinking 
man, who now fills the Chair of State? No. Is 
it the bill of either of his two able coadjutors, 
men of clear minds, first in business, first in hu- 
man affairs—solid, thinking, ingenious, wily, cun- 
ning—never at a loss—something like a cat, al- 
ways on their feet? He knew this bill did not 
come from them. It is an anti-ministerial meas- 
ure, and, therefore, though he was somewhat sur- 
prised at some of the support which it received, 
he was not surprised at the countenance it had 
| from others. Whosesystem, then, isit? Itcame 
from the other House. Upon what is it bottomed ? 
Upon any regularreport? Not, he believed, upom 
evenaresolution. We have no information upon 
what object the force is to be employed, or who 
is to command it—and that is of some import- 
ance. He should like to see the Commander-in- 
chief named in the bill, though it would be adopt- 
ing a new mode. 
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This is a project, said Mr.- R., which, a few 
ears hence, no man will father—no one will ac- 
tel «hy it to be his project. It will be said the 
bill originated in the Senate—that there was a 
great alarm in the country ; that the Senate being 
a branch of the Executive, were supposed to pos- 
sess the most correct information—that the whole 
party was for it—that he (ihe member who gives 
this account) was rather agen it, but that he 
had given way to the general opinion ; and where 
will then be the man who brought forward ‘this 
bill? Gone to the vault of ali the Capulets. 

He had frequently heard of thoughtless indi- 
viduals being drawn into scrapes; but he never 
before heard of a nation, a sober-minded nation, 
being drawn into @ war, not only against its own 
consent, but against the best judgment of those 
intrusted with the Government. He -repeated 
that it. was an anti-ministerial measure, which 
will be attended with no trifling consequence. 

Mr. R. said he was a member of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. This House is inde- 
pendent of the Executive branch of the Govern- 
ment; yet in every question connected with war, 
as that department is best acquainted with the 
subject, and the resources of the country, and as 
it must eventually be intrusted with the execu- 
tion of war measures, there was but one course, 
after the cominiittee met, which common sense 
prescribed, and that was to apply to the Execu- 
tive branch for information on this subject. It 
was on his motion, that the Secretary of War 
appeared before the committee, and gave them a 
plan of what the Executive deemed necessary to 
be done, and the committee reported accordingly. 

And what has been the result? Without any 
further information from.the Executive, we have 
changed our views on the subject, and taken up 
a bill from the other House, we know not from 
what source. 

Mr, R. believed we had as good a Government 
as we should ever see. He spoke of the Execu- 
tive branch. “He asked no favors of them; all 
that he had to ask of our Ministry was, that they 
would keep their hands out of this pocket. But 
why this violent. struggle against Executive 
wishes? If, under the operation of the proposed 
system of measures, the people murmur against 
their rulers, what must the Executive say? Of 
course, he will say, “I laid my plan before Con- 
gress, and told them what measures’ ought, in 
my opinion, to be pursued; but they turned a 
deaf ear to it. .Somebody, or nobody, brought 
forward a bill entirely different from what I-had 
recommended; but it was passed by a large ma- 
jority of both Houses, and I did not choose to 
put my veto upon it.” 

What can be said under these circumstances? 
The Executive stands acquitted. Nota tittle of 
responsibility attaches to him on_account of the 
measures we are taking. Where then does it lie? 
On the House of Representatives. Where are 
they? Gone. to their respective homes; and, 
when they meet again, who are they? A differ- 
erent body of men. 

Mr. R. said it was most astonishing to him, 
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that men in whose integrity he had the most yp. 
bounded confidence, in whose judgment he haj 
the highest opinion, should suffer themselves {, 
be carried away by clamor—not only against the;; 
own judgment and feelings, but against the w|| 

f the Executive branch of the Governmen; 

ass this bill, said he, and we shail be disbanded 
long before the army we are about to raise, wit). 
out being entitled either to half pay or a bountry 
in land. ' 

Who, asked Mr. R., are the Governors of this 
country? Are not the people? Is not the peo. 
ple’s money to support the expenses of this war? 
It is, then, a question for them to settle. He knew 
they must settle it through their Representatives, 
Ifthe nation be not disposed to fight, it will nor 
be war speeches; made here, that will goad them 
to battle. You can neither make the people go 
to war, nor keep them at war, unless they be cop- 
vinced they have no other resource. When dis. 
satisfied, they will speak a language which will 
be heard. 

Mr. R. said he had the most profound respect 
for the intentions of gentlemen who differ in opin- 
ion from him on this question.’ God forbid that 
he should arrogate to himself to judge not only 
as to the correctness of measures, but as to inten- 
tion. Have we a right to say that the intentiuns 
of the majority of those who supported the mea- 
sures of 98, were corrupt? ‘Certainly not; but 
we know the nation, when they had time to ex. 
amine into those measures, withdrew from them 
their support. And whoare the great ‘Republi- 
cans, the majority of the present day? They are 
the same who opposed and condemned the doings 
of the Congress of 798. 

There was so mucly to be said on this subject, 
that he had not touched upon; and so much to 
be well said, that he had said most lamely, that 
Mr. R. felt reluctant to take his chair. He would 
pot, however, further weary the patience of the 
House. He hoped some other gentleman, better 
qualified, would take up the points he had omit- 
ted. He had spoken. principally as to the views 
and designs of the Administration, as counteract- 
ed by the bill on the table; he would not say, or 
insinuate designedly ; though he did not believe 
that the bill proceeded from the warmest friend 
of the Administration, He hoped time would be 
afforded further to consider the subject ; that, if 


the present motion did not succeed, a motion (0, 


postpone to a day certain would be more suc- 
cessful. 
The question on postponement was taken, with- 
out-further debate, by yeas and*nays as follows: 
Yeas—Abijah Bigelow, James Breckenridge, Elijah 
Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, 


John Davenport, jr.. William Ely, Asa Fitch, Richard | 


Jackson, jr., Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, 
jr, Nathaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, Jonathan O. 
Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha 
R. Potter, John Randolph, William Rodman, Daniel 
Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban 
Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson—29. 
Nars— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
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venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Josiah Bart- | uel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, James Mor- 


lett, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William | gan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Thomas New- 


Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, Thos. Blount, Adam | bold, Thomas Newton, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, 


- Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William | William Piper, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, Jona- 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew | than Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebe- 
Clay, James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, | nezer Seaver, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, George 


TE Nit 


William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph | Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, 
Desha, Samuel Dinsmore, Elias Earle, James Emott, | William Strong, John Taliaferro, William Widgery, 
Williant Findley, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thos. | and Thomas Wilson—60. 

Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Isaigh L. Green, FelixGrun-| The question was then taken on receding from 
dy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett | theamendment which formed thetwenty-fifth see- 
Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Jo- | tion of the bill, providing that the officers should 
seph Kent, Wm. R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefe- | continue in commission during such term only as 


ver, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William | (1. President shall judge requisite, and carried by 
Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, Thomas | yee ria 
ieaetiy William McCoy, Samuel McKée, Alexander | about the same majority as the last. 


McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel L. | The next question was, on receding from the 


cea ‘ah } Nel. | twenty-sixth section of the bill, whieh provided 
eae New Themis Newbold, Thomat New. | that no general. field, or staff officer should receive 
py Stephen Ormsby, William Paulding, jr., Israel | PY until called into service. This question was 
Pickens, Williath Piper, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Por- | ost, there being 49 votes for receding and 76 
ter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Samuel Ringgold, | against it, as follows: 

John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer) Yxas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ezekiel 
Sage, Thomas Sammons, Lemuel Sawyer, Ebenezer | Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, Wm. W. Bibb, 
Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, | Harmanus Bleecker, Jno. C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Silas Stow, | John Clopton, Lewis Condit, Samuel Dinsmoor, James 





- William Strong, George Sullivan, Peleg Tallman, | Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Isaiah L. 


John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles | Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John 
Turner, jan., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., David R.| A, Harper, John M. Hyneman, Joseph Kent, Abner 
Williams, William Widgery, Richard Winn, and Rob- | Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy 
ert Wright—98, Livingston, William Lowndes, Alexander McKim, 
The question was then taken on receding from | Samuel L. Mitchill, Anthony New, Stephen Ormsby, 
the amendment in the proviso to the first section | William Paulding, jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, 
of the bill, which limited the appointment of | oe i pn oe se ney ea vraag Tage aug 
i : : ammons, Lemuel Sawyer, . ‘ 
oa six regiments, and was decided as | bert, Samuel Shaw, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tall- 
Yes—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson,Steven- | am Uri, Tracy, Uieorge eo ee Leer 
son Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell | . Bie Sit 


i .- 4 | White—49. 
Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, William Blackledge, Elijah | Nuars—Stevenson Archer, David Bard, A. Bigelow, 
Brigham, John C. Cathoun, Langdon Cheves, Martin | William Blackledge, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, Jas. 
Chittenden, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Lewis Con- | 5, --,enridge, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, William 
dit, Samuel Dinsmoor, William Ely, James Fisk, Me-| 4 Burwell, William Butler, Epaphroditus Champion, 
shack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, ‘Thomas R. Gold, | yortin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, 
Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed | William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph 
Hall, John A. Harper, Joseph Kent, William R. King, | Desha, Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, Wil- 
Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Robert Le | liam Findley, Asa. Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Aylett 


Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, William,McCoy, | powes Jacob Huft , Richard Jackson, jr., Richard M. 
Alexander McKim, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jonathan 0. Sees Philip B. Key, William R. King, Lyman Law, 
Moseley ? Anthony New, Stephen Ormsby ? William Joseph Lewis, jr., Aaron Lyle; Nathaniel Macon, Geo. 
Paulding, jt.; Timothy Pitkin, junior, Benjamin Pond, | ¢ Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, Wil- 
Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, William Reed, Sam- | liam McCoy, Samuel McKee, Arunsh Metcalf, James 


uel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Thomas Sam-’ Milnor, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 


mons, Lemuel Sawyer, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, | O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thomas 
Samuel Shaw, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, George | Newton, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Pi- 
Sullivan; Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Pe- per, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, 
leg Fallman, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles William Reed, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, 
Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortland, jr., Laban Ww heaton, | Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Daniel Sheffey, John 
Leonard White, Rich. Winn, and Robt. Wright—67. Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, 
Nays—David Bard, William W. Bibb, Harmanus | Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, William Strong, Lewis B. 
Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Brecken- Sturges, George Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, John Tali- 
ridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William | aferro, Laban Wheaton, William Widgery, Thomas 
Butler, Epaphroditus Champion, James Cochran, .Wil- Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright—76. 
liam Crawford, John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, John hie “ab Ean nef is 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, James Emott, | The last question . Was on re oe he 
William Findley, Asa Fitch, Aylett Hawes, Jacob | tWenty-seventh section, which gave payer. Se 
Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jr., Rich- | President to appoint officers in the recess of the 
ard M. Johnson, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph, Senate, which was earried 61 to 40, . 
Lewis, junior, Aaron oa Nathaniel Macon, George | Resolved, That this House do insist upon the 
C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, Sam- third amendment disagreed to by the Senate 
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render-the load of life which they are at present 


. Met. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis- compelled to bear, less burdensome, and prevent 
trict-of Columbia, presented a bill to incorporate | them from having recourse to intoxication, |f 
the Trustees of the Washington College; which'| they were to be employed in digging the Presi. 


was read twice and committed toa Committee of 
the Whole on Monday next. 


dent’s house or the War Office from under ground, 
it would not only give them an appetite for thei; 


Mr. BLacKLenge. from the committee appointed| regular meals; butsome appetite for their existence, 


on the subject, presented a bill to alter the times 
of holding the District Courts of the United States 


for the North Carolina District; which was read | 


At this moment it is contemplated by the Goy. 
ernment to perform some works of great utility, 
We have already decided that if these men shal 


twice, and ordered to be engrossed and read the | he raised, and the public service does not require 


third time to-morrow. 


them ‘to be employed, the President shall not haye 


On motion of Mr. Morrow, the Committee on the power of disbanding them ; but before the bill 


the Public Lands were discharged from the con- 


sideration of the petitien of the President and 
Trustees of the Natchez Hospital, referred yester- 


| ean be carried ibto operation, a considerable time 


| must elapse; and if there be no war, our large 
Peace Establishment will be entirely out of em. 





day ; and the petition was referred to the Com- | ploy, except that they may shoulder their mus- 
mittee of Commerce and Manufactures. | kets on the south side of some range of buildings, 


. x | 
Oo motion of Mr. Bacon, thé Committee of | 


Believing, therefore, that the employment of 


Ways and Means were discharged from the con- | these men, would not only be usefdt in forward- 


sideration of so much of the above-mentioned pe- 
tition aS was referred to them ; and it was also re- 
ferred to the Committee of Commerce and Manu 
factures. 

A message-from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate recede from their disagreement 
to the amendment to the bill “to raise an addi- 
tional military force,” which has been insisted on 
by this House. 








ing works of public uility, but tend to their own 
}comfort and happiness—if there can be such a 
thing as a happy mercenary slave—and in some 
measure, supply that loss of labor which is taken 
out of themarket by their enlistment—he wished 
some measure to be adopted for this purpose. He 
also believed that if the officers had something like 
employment, by overlooking their men, and see- 
ing that they performed their work properly, they 


On motioh of Mr. Mitnor, a committee was | would be thereby materially benefited; for he 


appointed to inquire and report whether any, and 
what, amendments are necessary to the act, enti- 
tled “ An act to prescribe the mode in which the 
public acts, records, and judicial proceedings, in 
each State, shall be authenticated,so as to take 


| could conceive of nothing so injurious to the com- 
| fort of a man as leading the life of a drone with- 
out business. The greatest geniuses of the age, 
| spending their time 10 this way, would: become 
drones and dead weights on society. He, there- 


effect in every other State ;” the.committee to | fore. moved the following resolution : 


have leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 


Mr. Miunor, Mr.-Cueves, and Mr. Law, were 
appointed the committee. 


EMPLOYMENT OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. Ranpotrd rose,and said, that having been | 
engaged in raising a large military force, he, for | 
one, if the United States were to incur this ex- | 
pense, was disposed to give them employment, not | 
probably, though, the identical employment of | 
which the House had heard somuch. It was the | 
boast of the Roman legion and its commanders, | 
that the Roman soldiery was as well versed in the 
use of the pickaxe and the spade as the sword; | 
and so essential was it deemed by that wise and | 
military people that the soldiery should not only 
be able to perform their military duty, but be use- | 
ful as laborers, that their military levies were al- | 
ways made from the country, from men engaged | 


} 
| 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be authorized to employ the regular army of the United 
States, when not engaged in actual service, and when 
in his judgment the public interest will not thereby be 
injured, in the .construction of roads, canals, or other 
works of public utility.” 

Mr. Wricat.—Mr. Speaker, I hope this House 
will not disgrace itself by permitting this résolu- 
tion to lie onthe table. It proposes to convert the 
Army of the United States into a body of labor- 
ers on the canals and public roads, and their offi- 


cers into overseers of the roads and canals. It 
| goes directly to convert the proceedings of this 


House, on the bill.to raise 25,000 men, into a farce, 
and to present to the nation, (whose spirit is now 


| alive to avenge the wrongs we have too long sus- 


tained,) a very different object to which that army 
may be applied than that for which it was intend- 
ed. Sir, the President, who is the Commander- 





‘in the employment of husbandry, in preference to 
the dissolute and profligate loungers of the town. 
He, for one, had been, for a long time, surprised, 
that the Government should be paying immense 
sums in all parts of the United States for labor, 


, nals. 


in-Chief of the Army, whose duties as such are 
confined to military objects, will thereby be con- 
verted into.a supervisor general of roads and ca- 
It is pot in the contemplation of the Con- 
stitution, that the President, as Commander-in- 


whilst the soldiery, which annually drew millions | Chief of the Army, should have such labor im- 
from our Treasury, are kept in a state of perfect | posed on him. You might, with equal propriety, 
idleness, leading to depravity and dissoluteness of | impose on him the supervising and assisting the 
manners. He believed that regular and whole- | tillage of the cotton plantations by the Army. Sir, 
some labor would not only have a gond effect in ‘the President would not be bound by such a law. 
preserving the health of our soldiers, but it would | The Army, sir, may be correctly engaged on (or- 
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tifications, or such roads as.are necessary for their 
own use; pioneers to proceed and prepare the 
way for the Army, as axemen, are in constant use. 

- But, sir, would you degrade the Army by making 
them work on canals'and “ public roads,” a pun- 

- jshment inflicted on felons in Maryland? I hope 
not, Mr. Speaker. That gentleman has been pa- 

tiently heard while opposing the bill for 25,000 
men; but, sir, after that-bill has been passed by a 
great majority of the House, I submit to that gen- 

- tleman, whether every friend to the great Repub- 

| lican principle, that “a majority shall govern,” is 

| pot,as a citizen, bound to give efficacy to the 

- measdre, and his co-operation to carry it into 
effect. I therefore hope this House will see this 
subject as having the effect I have stated, and 
will not suffer the resolution to lie on.the table, 
if the gentleman who has, in my judgment, 
thoughtlessly introduced it, will not withdraw it. 

Mr. CaLHoUN was not at all surprised to find 
gentlemen, who are opposed to‘putting ‘the coun- 
try into a war attitude, should endeavor, by every 
means in their. power, to defeat the measures 
adopted. Ata moment when we are calling upon 

' the yeomanry of our country to step forward in 
defence of our tights, he thought such a motion 
very improper, and he hoped Congress would not 
treat it with so much respect as to suffer it to lie 
upon the table fora moment. The gentleman had 
frequently told the House he believed the Army 
was composed of the worst. materials; and he 
now appears to wish to bring the service into dis- 
grace. ‘He hoped the proposition would be dis- 
posed of without much debate. 

Mr. Ranpovtpu never dreamed, of the great 
sensibility which he appeared to have excited in 
the House by this motion. He had exchanged 
conversation with some of the best and wisest 
men in the community on this subject, who had 
agreed with him in. the opinion as to the propriety 
of thus employing the Army; and nothing but 
the pressure of other business and the remoteness 
of our situation from any theatre of public works, 

had prevented him from bringing forward the 
proposition long ago. 

Though he was a native of a country the chief 

_ part of the labor of which is performed by slaves, 

' yet he had learned to-day, for the first time, that 
honest labor was disgraceful ; that the honor of a 
soldier cannot survive it. He was sorry, if such 
were the case, to find there is, indeed, a much 
wider distinction between honor and honesty, 
than he had imagined. Men put on a livery— 
the livery of the King—are engaged in perform- 
ing menial offices for their officers, who expose 
their naked backs. to the merciless executioner, 
are deprived of free ageney—but they are above 
honest labor! He wished we could avail our- 
selves, if it were only now. and then, to look on 

the practices of other nations ; that we would not 
believe that we are the most enlighteaed people 
in the world. Who were the constructors of the 
great military highways which pervaded every 
country when reduced:to the form of a Roman 
province? That wise people never deemed any 
































country subdued, until great military high roads 
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were made therein. And 
constructed? They were constructed by the Ro- 
man legion. 
navy yard, you will be. astunished to hear, that 
the palace there erected cost only somewhere 
about a thousand dollars, the work of it being 
chiefly done by the marines. 


whom were they 


by 


If, sir, you go down even. to this 


But it seems that, in Maryland, it is a criminal 


punishment, and therefore disgraceful, to work ou 
the roads, and on that account the Army of the 
United States must not be put to any such em- 
ployment. In Virginia, the criminals in our Pen- 
itentiary are employed in making shoes, nails, 
elothes—so that, if the gentleman’s argument, be 
good, we ought to have no shoemaker, nailer, or 
tailor, enlisted into our army, lest, forsooth, he 
should contaminate the honor of the corps. 


Shall I ask, in what manner the delay of pub- 


lic business is produced by laying on your tablea 
resolution authorizing the President, not to take 
the Army from their military duty, but. when they 
are not employed in the public service, and when, 
in his estimation, the public interest will not 
thereby be injured,to employ them in public 
works’ of utility? There was no relation between 
this-resolution and the business which was before 
the House yesterday. 
ject had been floating in his mind, and nothing 
was further from his expectation than that he was 
about to excite the feelings of aay gentleman, 
much less that he was about to incur a charge of 
delaying the public business. 


For three yearsythis sub- 


The gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 


Catuoun) had stated, that it was not to be won- 
dered at that gentlemen opposed to the prepara- 
tions vow making for war, should attempt to de- 
lay the publie business. 
duce any delay io the measures which the House 
had determined upon. [n extreme cases, he might 
be induced to steps of this kind; but, in a case 
like this, he should not do its 


He did not wish to pro- 


He did not require to be informed by the gen- 


tleman from Maryland (Mr. Waigur) of the po- 
lite attention with which the House had favored 
him while he.was discussing a subject of momen- 
tous. concern to the nation. 
delay of the public business fairly chargeable ? 
He appealed to his worthy friend from Georgia, 


But, on whom is the 


if it were not chargeable on his friends; for that 


gentleman had said, some days ago, “ that he 


‘would wait. with pleasure to hear anything 
‘ which could, be heard in opposition; but he was 
‘ wearied out with the debate from the professed, 
‘and, he had no doubt, the real friends. of the 
* measures under discussion.” 

With the aid of the previous question, and a 
majority of sixty in favor of war measures, if 
there be any ability for public business, let us not 
hear of delay from laying a simple resolution on 
the table, and a debate proceeding, not from the 
party offering it, but from those who are not wil- 
ling it should lie on the table: from which if it 
were taken, it would not be by his hand, except it 
were asked with.more courtesy and urbanity than 
had been shown by the gentleman who suggested 
this course. 
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Mr. Fisx did not know in what manner the 
gentleman wished to be applied to for a with- 
drawal of his proposition ; but he thought'it would 
be disgraceful to Congress that such a resolution 


should lie on their table. _At a time when we 
are about to raise an army to defend our injured 
country, an attempt is made to turn the whole 
into ridicule, bya proposition to employ them in 
making roads and digging-canals! Things which 
may be proper and reputable in one situation, may 
be improper and disreputable in another. _Whe- 
ther it was proper or decorous to call the Army of 
thé United States mercenary «slaves, he should 
leave the world to judge ; but he could never give 
bis vote one day for raising an army for the ‘de- 
fence of the country, and the next, give counte- 
nance to arezolution which went to degrade that 
army. ‘ 

Mr. STanrorD was hot prepared to say whe- 
ther it would be proper to agree to this proposi- 
tion or not; but it certainly was no new thing, 
He asked gentlemen to recollect who cut the roads 
from the frontiers of Tennessee to Natchez ; they 
were cut by the Army, under the direction of the 
late President. How were the troops employed 
at Terre au Beuf?- He understood they were 
engaged in ditching and other work. He stated 
these things to show that the subject is-worthy of 
consideration. 

Mr. TaLttmancGe understood the resolution to 
contemplate employing the troops, when out of 
service, in working on roads and canals. He 
would suggest an amendment to the resolution, 
which would be, to employ the men in erecting 
fortifications also. He was eredibly informed 
that Government had been in-the habit of paying 
a dollar a day to laborers on fortifications, while 
our troops were idle. During his military life, 
he had been employed in all necessary labor; and, 
passing a resolution like the present, would show 
that this House expected that the labor for which 
large sums had heretofore been paid, should be 
done by the troops. 

Mr. Ranpvotpu accepted of this amendment. 

Mr. Wricat said, this amendment was unne- 
cessary, since every one acquainted with military 
business, knew that this was a part of theduty of 
an army. 

The Speaker declared the amendment to be 
in order. 

Mr. Quincy said, that though the first impres- 
sions of his mind were hostile to this proposition, 
yet he could not believe it was a question, espe- 
cially as modified by the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Connectieut, which ought not to be 
permitted to lie on the table, and hereafter’ be 
considered. He regretted that the yeas‘and nays 
had been called for. He supposed that the reso- 
lution would, at least, have been suffered to lie on 
the table, without objection. 

Mr, Grounpy said, he voted in favor of consid- 
éring the resolution, because, if we were to refuse 
to consider it to-day, the gentleman might renew 
it from day to day. He believed the time and 
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which had been noticed. He did not wish to 
hold out to the world that this military force was 
raised with any other view than to go to war. 
Would it not be highly ye oe r, at the moment 
we are raising men to defend: our country, that 
we should be discussing a proposition for employ. 
canals? Can the 
gentlemag from Virginia be surprised that this 
motion should excite sensibility ? 

Why was nota resolution of this kind, if he 
thought it necessary, brought ‘forward before we 
had a prospect of war? ould the gentleman 
have these men set to work with their pickaxes 
and spades, at a moment when the country js 
bleeding under the wounds which she has receiy. 
ed from an implacable enemy ? Under different 
circumstances, and under a different modification, 
he probably should not have objected to such a 

roposition.» The modification to which he al. 

uded. was, to allow to‘every man who shoul | be 

thus employed, additional pay. But, will any 
gentleman who has voted for, war measures con- 
sent that this proposition shall lie-on the table? 
If so, the people will still believe we are not in 
earnest. If the mover of this proposition be dis. 
posed, in the least, to accommodate the House, it 
would be best at once to take a vote on the reso- 
lution itself, instead of the motion at present be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. Kent.—However I might be disposed to 
discuss a resolution of this nature at any other 
time, I am decidedly opposed to it at this moment, 
either in its original shape, or as amended. Should 
we be serious In going to war, our army will have 
sufficient employment. 

The President knows his duty too well not to 
employ those:men in erecting and repairing forts, 
to guard against the inroads of our enemies—for 
a powerful one we shall have to contend with. 
View, sir, our extensive seacoast from the Chesa- 
peake to Mississippi. Georgia and the Carolinas 
must be watched and defended. New Orleans 
must be protectéd, and New York must not be 
overlooked. Are we to raise those troops with their 
numerous officers, and encounter a countless ex- 

nse, todo what? Cut roads and make ditches. 

hat effect is the geatleman’s resolution calcu- 
lated to have on the enlistments about to be 
made? Patriotism alone can raise an army in 
this country. 

Such is the facility with which a comfortable 
subsistence can be obtained in this happy land by 
agricultural pursuits, that men are to be induced 
by patriotism, not the pittance that we shall offer 
them, to enlist in the service of their country. 
However correct the motive and object of the 
gentleman may be, his resolution, at this critical 
moment, is well calculated to bring our measures 
intocontempt. [tis well adapted to convert the 
serious, solemn acts of this Sousa, into a mere 
farce. What is proposed? To convert your 
army, at a time Fike this, into mere hewers 0! 
wood and diggers of earth. Instead of avenging 
the wrongs so deeply inflicted upon our country, 


circumstances under which this motion was | they are tobe consigned to work upon the roads, 
brought forward, had produced the sensibility | to be associated in employment with criminals, 
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who, by the laws of some of the States, are sen- 
renced, by way of punishment, to labor on the 
The gentleman from ‘Virginia speaks of 

Rome; had such a resolution been 
adopted by the Roman Senate, it would have 
converted ‘their brave legions into worse than a 
band of diggers. It would have bent their lofty 


- minds, from the greatest bravery, from the loftiest. 


virtue, to a debasement beneath calculation. 
1 hope the House will reject the resolution 


' with that promptness, with that decision, which 


becomes us. 


' . Mr. Ranpotrn had a wish to accommodate the 


gentleman from Tennessee.» He would, therefore, 
withdraw his motion for laying the proposition 
on the table, and have the question on the adop- 
tion of the resolution. , 

Mr. SmiLie observed that, if such a proposition 
would, at any time be proper, it is extremely im- 
proper atthis time. The less said on the subject 
the better. 

Mr. Key had always considered it to be the duty 
of the soldiery to build fortifieations; they had to 
obey the commands of their officers in executing 


_ works of this kind: The gentleman from North 


» 


- Carolina (Mr. Stanrorp) had stated correctly 
- that the soldiers had been employed in making 
the road which he’ had mentioned; and he be- 


lieved, at this time, some troops are engaged in 
cutting a road through the lands of the Choctaw 
nation of Indians. But he was opposed to the 
resolution, as unnecessary—it heing already the 
duty of soldiers to execute works of this kind, 
under the direction of their officers. ; 
Mr. Wincery wished to know if the motion 
could not be divided. The working on fortifica- 
tions was certainly a part of the duty of soldiers; 
but he considered this power already in the hands 
of the commander of every army, and it would 
not-be taken from him by any vote we may give, 
so he should vote against the resolution. As to 
working on roads and canals, he did not expect 
the soldiers to be employed in this manner. ° 
Mr. Ranporx would suppose the case to hap- 
pen, to which the attention of the House was 


called yesterday, on one of the amendments to the 


bill for ratsing’ an additional military force, that 
our affairs are adjusted with England, and the 
troops are not wanted to fight. You have put it 
out of the power of the President to disband them. 
Would it not, then, be desirable that they should be 
employed in some useful work, while they are re- 
ceiving their pay from the public? The gentleman 
from Maryland, (Mr. Wriacut.) had talked about 
these men being associated. with felons. He did 
expect accuracy from that gentleman. Is there 
any such proposition in that resolution? It is a 
simple, naked proposition, a rational and reason- 
able one; and one which nothing but the panic 
of the moment could have raised into the conse- 
quence which had been given to it. The question 
is simply this—whether a large body of troops, 
engaged in the service ofthe United States, not 
having employment, whom the nation is compelled 
to pay, shall be employed on works of public 
utility? And, his friend from North Carolina 
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had refreshed his memory in mentioning the fact 
of the late President having thus employed a part 
of the soldiery formerly. There is nothing in 
the resolution to damp he ardor of the patriotism 
of any man inclined to enter the service. If it 
be’ patriotism which leads a man to enter into the 
army, he will calculate upon leaving it as soon 
as the army shall have effected its objects and if 
-at any time, during his service, he should not be 
wanted to perform military duty, he would pre- 
fer being employed in honest labor, in the open, 
cheerful air, to being shut up in a barrack. 

Mr. R. would venture to say that, if at the end 
of this Congress, or at the commencement of the 
next, a resolution to this effect were to be laid 
upon the table, when the present waf fever had 
somewhat abated, if it shall not be wholly re- 
moved, nothing of the sensation which we have 
now seen, would be produced. He could readily 
believe that the common soldiers, already ener- 
vated by idleness and inebriety, would have ob- 
jections to this proposition ; but their objections 
would be, with him, the highest recommendation. 

In no remarks, said Mr. R., which he had ever 
applied to an army, had he any reference to that 
army to which we owe our independence. He 
thought of it with far more reverence. Let not 
gentlemen deceive themselves—the army of the 
present day is not the army of the Revolution— 
General Wilkinson is not General Washington. 
A more corrupt military body never existed than 
the Pretorian band. 

Mr. Wricut inquired of the Speaker if it were 
in order thus to abuse the army of the country ? 

The Speaker said the gentleman had a right 
to express his opinion of any public establishment; 
the great object in debate is to respect ourselves, 
not to exhibit extraordinary heat, but to discuss 
every question which came before the House in 
a cool and orderly manner, and treat each other 
as gentlemen ought to be treated. 

Mr. Ranpotpd rose and asked, if another Crom- 
well was at the door ; or, if not at the door, in full 
march to subvert the liberties of the nation—and 
show me the nation, said he,'whieh has lost its 
liberty in any other way—a Member is not to 
rise and announce the danger, lest he should hurt 
the feelings of some gallant and honorable man ; 
because he may wound the feelings of the Praetor 
tothe First Consul? The opinion which he had 
expressed of our army, was the deliberate convic- 

| tion of his judgment, from which he never should 
be driven. It had been made his duty to examine 
the testimony of a cloud of witnesses, many of 
them members of that body, and his soul sicken- 
ed with loathing.and disgust at the examination. 
| He would not be understood as making his obser- 
vations general. There are im the Army many 
worthy, gallant spirits; but, taken in the mass, it 
is eankered to the cere. He recollected the evi- 
(dence, which he was compelled to reduce to 
writing, in the trial of Aaron Burr. He knew by 
whom Burr was received, and supplied with arms 
out of the.public stores, with aids—orderly ser- 
geants, he believed, they were called—and he had 
seen these very persons since promoted. Under 
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these circumstances, he had a right, to express | William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Letever, Po. 


himself of the Army as he felt. 

Mr. R. could not sit down, without again ex- 
pressing his regret at the heat which had been 
struck out of this plain, reasonable proposition, 
He would remind the gentleman from Tennessee, 
that. if the resolution were agreed to, the details 
of the bill could be made conformable to the idea 
he had suggested, If he could have believed that 
the House would have made so much opposition 
to his resolution, he would not. have brought it 
forward; and he was prevented from withdraw- 
ing it at present, Only from the nature of the re- 
ception it had met with, 

Mr. MILNOR was surprised that gentlemen 
were not ready to receive any proposition which 
was made to the House, with coolness, and to 
discuss it with moderation; he thought it better 
to take this course, than, in heat and passion, at 
once to reject a measure, which, in our opinion, 
may be improper. He thought it right that the 
question should be decided by yeas and nays, and 
he should vote against it. However mach he re- 
spected the gentleman who brought forward the 
proposition—and he always listened to his elo- 
quence with pleasure and benefit—he could not 
vote for it, because he had voted for the bill for 
raising an additional army ; and he considered 
that this at was calculated to throw a 
damp upon,the business of enlistment. He had 
considered it his duty to go along with the major- 
ity in putting the nation into a eomplete state of 
defence. He trusted we were assuming a new 

osture, which had been long recommended, and 
e considered this disposition as auguring well 
for the prosperity of the country. 

Mr. M. observed, that one part of this resolu- 
tion was very objectionable. It had ‘never been 
considered as the duty of soldiers to make roads 
and dig canals, except such works became neces- 
sary for the accommodation of the army, as had 
been stated by the gentleman from Maryland. As 
to the other branch of the resolution, respecting 
fortifications, itis already the constant practice of 
commanders thus to employ their men, and there- 
fore this provision is unnecessary. He hoped, 
therefore, the resolution would be rejected. 

It was rejected—yeas 15, navs 102. as follows: 

Yeas—Harmanus Bleecker, Elijah Brigham, Wil- 
liam Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Richard Jackson, 
jr, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., Hugh Nelson, Tim- 
othy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, 
Rich. Stanford, Laban Wheaton,and Leonard White. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Daniel Avery, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Bre cken- 
ridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Galhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, 
James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, Roger 
Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, William Findley, James Fisk, Meshack 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah 
L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John 
A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyne- 
man, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key: 


ter Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Wm. Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Alexander Me. 
Kim, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mit. 
chill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 0. 
Moseley, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas 
Newton Stephen Ormsby, William Paulding, jun., Jo. 
séph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Piper, Benjamin 
Pond, Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, 


-| Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan 


Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas 
Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samue! 
Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smilie, George Smith, 
Silas Stow, William Strgng, Lewis B. Sturges, George 
Sullivan, Benjamin Tallmadge, Peleg Tallman, Johy 
Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Pierre Van 
Cortlandt, jun., Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, 
Thos. Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 


VOLUNTEER CORPS. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole.on the bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to aceept and or- 
ganize.certain volunteer military corps. 

The amended bill being under consideration, 
which provides for the appointment of the officers 
by the several States— 

Mr. Porter moved to amend the second sec- 
tion of the bill, by adding to it the following 
words: “and shall be liable to be called upon to 
do duty at any time the President of the United 
States shall think proper.” 

It might appear extraordinary, Mr. P. said, that 
he should propose an amendment to a bill which 
he believed to be Constitutional, which, if adopted 
would make it unconstitutional. But, perhaps, 
when his motives were understood, he should 
stand acquitted of acting improperly. The ob- 
ject of the President of the United. States and of 
the Committee of Foreign Relations, was to pro- 
vide a volunteer forceto act in conjunction with 
the regular troops, in such service as Government 
may direct them to perform. The committee, in 
conformity with this view, had directed him to 
draw a bill, which was firstreported to the House. 
In that bill, he gave this volunteer corps the 
character of regular troops, or Federal troops, in 
distinction from regulars or militia, under the 
opinion that a militia corps could not be employed 
without the limits of the United States, ‘The 
Committee of Foreign Relations gavetheircoosenl 
to the bill; but some of the members of that com- 
mittee, after reflection on the subject, thinking 
that the militia might be employed in carrying 
on an offensive war, and being desirous of so em- 
ploying them, they asked leave to have the bill 
recommitted, and the present amendatory bill was 
reported. If the opinion be correct, that the mill- 
tia may be employed in foreiga offensive war, 
then the bill, as it now stands, is a proper one; if 
not, it wiil be ineffectual and inapjlicable to the 
object in view. He had introduced this amend- 
ment for the purpose of trying the sense of the 
committee on this point. If it be deemed Con- 
stitutional to employ the militia in any purposes 
of war, there can be no objection to this amend- 
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ment; but if, on the contrary, (which was his} Constitution. To me, said Mr. P., it appears 


opinion, ) it be thought the militia can only be} evident that this force must be confined to the 


employed for the purposes mentioned in the Con- | actual territorial limits of the United States, un- 


_ stitution within the United. Srates, this amend-| less some provision is made, by which they may 
ment will be negatived, and we must have re-| be. compelled to step over the national boundary 


course to the original bill. to carry on offensive war. For that purpose, he 

Mr. PotnpexTer observed that the amendment | said, if the honorable gentleman would withdraw 
proposed by the honorable gentleman from New| his motion, he would, without further explana- 
York would not, if agreed to, obviate the Con-| tion at this time, move a new section to the bill, 


- stitutional difficulty which had been raised on} which, in his judgment, would render this'volun- 


is RG hates 


the present occasion. The President, said he, | teer force effective, both for internal and external 
has already the power to call out the militia at} purposes. 

any time he may think proper, to do military! Mr. Porrer then withdrew~ the motion to 
duty in the service of the United States; but | amend, and Mr. PotnpexTer proposed the fol- 


_ that power is expressly directed to objects within | lowing section, to come in between the first and 


the jurisdictional limits of the United States. If, | second sections of the’bill: 

then, the dmendment be adopted, it will Confer} — «& 4ng be it farther enacted, That each volunteer 
on the Executive noauthority which he does not | shal! sign an engagement to serve the United States, 
already possess. He hoped, therefore, the hon- | according to the provisions of this act, which shall .be 
orable gentleman would withdraw the motion | transmitted by the Executive of the respective States 
which he-had made, that a more comprehensive | and ‘Ferritories to the President of the United States ; 
amendment might be offered, declaring the use | and when called into actual service, under the author- 
which should be made of this force when organ- ity of the United States, each volunteer shall be subject to 
ized. Sir, said Mr. P., | am one of those who | the rules and articles of war, and may be called into the 
believe that these volunteers will be composed of | service of the United States, to any place without the 
the purest and best materials of which our coun- | jurisdiction thereof.” 


' wy can boast. The hardy and enterprising sons} Mr. Grunpy would have voted against the 


of the planter and the farmer, whose occupations | proposition of the gentleman from New York, as 
are peculiarly calculated to qualify them for the | he should do against the one now offered. They 
fatigues and hardships incident to the camp, and | amount to nothing. If the Constitution forbids 
whose minds, untutored in the school of vice and | the President from sending the militia out of the 
immorality, inhale the holy flame of patriotism, | United States, how can we authorize him so to 
by the influence of which they are animated to| do by law? We cannot; we should legislate to 
brave every danger, to vindicate the rights, and | no purpose. Whether he had the authority or 
redress the violated honor of their native coun-{ not, would depend upon the construction which 
try. I wish, said he, to give to the. energies of| the President himself shall give to the Constitu- 
this corps such a direction, as to constitute it.an | tion. Nor could he see how this proposition gets 
efficient force for all the purposes of the war, | over the difficulty. It provides that a militiaman 
which is about to grow out of the wrongs in-| may authorize the President to send him beyond 
flicted on the.nation by the tyranny and injus- | the limits of the United States. He had always 
tice of Great Britain: Can we, then, pathos. rad understood that in framing the Constitution of 
tionally employ volunteer militia without the| this Government, there was great jealousy exhib- 
jurisdiction of the United States, in. the prosecu- | ited lest the General Government should swal- 
tion of hostilities in the enemy’s country ?- Mr.| low up the powers of the State governments; 
P. said he was of opinion that no legislative act} and when the power of making war and raising 
of Cougress could confer such a power on the| armies was given to Congress, the militia was 
President. The Constitution of the United States | retained by the States, except in the cases men- 
recognises two species of land force only—the | tioned in the Constitution. How, then, can you 
Army, and the militia of the respective States; | permit militiamen to engage in the service of the 
in relation to the former, there is no resfriction | United States contrary to the provisions of the 
on the discretion of the Government; with re- Constitution, and by that means leave the State 
gard to the latter, the purposes for which they | unprotected? It was with this view that he 
may be used are limited and defined. Congress | should vote against this motion. He knew the 
may, by the Constitution, “provide for calling | corps proposed to be raised would be less effective 
forth the militia to execute the laws of the Uni-| as militia, than if considered in the light of rega- 
ted States, suppress insurrections, and repel in-| lars, but still they would be of great use. If 
vasions,” and for “ organizing, arming. and disei-| they could not be ‘sent to Canada, they could de 
plining the militia, and for governing such part | employed at home, and liberate all the regulars 
of them as may be in the service of the United | for that service. 

States, reserving to the States, respectively, the; Mr. Porter knew that he offered to the Com- 
appointment of the officers.” The bill on your| mittee an unconstitutional provision; but, as he 
table contemplates a simple organization of fifty had before stated, it was for the purpose of ascer- 
thousand volunteers, to be officered by the State | taining the sense of the House on the subject. 
authorities, leaving it to the Executive to make | His idea in raising a volunteer corps was to geta 
such a disposition of them, as, in his opinion, | force for making an invasion of the British prov- 
may be consistent with the literal import of the |inces; and he wanted to know whether these 
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volunteers would be a force that could be thus 
used, or whether it was. to be a mere militia 
force. 

The amendment offered by the gentleman from 
the Mississippi Territory would have the same 
effect with the one offered by himself.’ The 
Constitution, said Mr. P., speaks of two kinds of 
forcee—the Army and the Militia. The amilitia 
is considered the strength of the nation for de- 
fending and protecting the country. The militia, 
as was observed by the gentleman from the Mis- 
sissippi Territory, is the shield of the nation—the 
Army, the sword. . The militia may be called 
forth by Congress to suppress. insurrection, en- 
force the laws, and repel invasion, and,for these 
purposes only. He did net agree with the gen- 
tleman, that the militia could in no case be em- 
ployed without the limits of the United States. 
Hedid not think their services were to be con- 
fined by geographical limits. If£it became neces- 
sary for the Executive ofthe United, States to 
call out.the militia to repel invasion, he thought 
they might~pursue the enemy beyond’ the limits, 
until the invaders were effectually dispersed. 

There is nothing, said Mr. P., to prevent an 
agreement being entered into between militiamen 
and the Government of the United States for the 
performance of military service; but then, after 
such agreement, they would no longer be militia- 
men—they become a part of the Army.~ He 
should vote against the amendment, as he be- 
lieved it to be unconstitutional; and then against 
the bill, as ineffectual. 

Mr. Wipgery hoped the bill would be so mod- 
ified as to be useful. When gentlemen talk about 
militia, they talk about something very different 
from the force provided for by this bill. This isa 
bill. for accepting a corps of volunteers not ex- 
ceeding 50,000 men, to be under the same regula- 
tions and restrictions, when in service, as regular 
troops, which he thought might be marched any- 
where. 

_Mr. Porter again explained the difference be- 
tween regular soldiers and militia; and concluded 
with wishing the gentleman from the Mississippi 
Territory to withdraw his amendment, and he 
would move to strike out the three first sections 
of this bill with the view of inserting the four 
first sections of the bill oniginally reported. 

Mr, Potnpexter withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Porrer then made his motion accordingly. 

Mr. Jounson said, when militia officers shall 
raise a volunteer corps, they will not be considered 
in the service of the United States until called 
upon tomarch. And is it supposed that a volun- 
teer force, with an object before them, will not 
fight equal to any regular force of the United 
States? Shall we.put aside the officers proposed 
to be appointed by the respective States, and give 
to the President the power of appointing these 
Officers? He.was oppostd to this course. The 
rhilitia was intended as the security of the States, 
and he would never consent to their being offi- 
cered by any other than the State authority ; for 





and thus leave the State without its natura! de. 
fence. These volunteers,*called out under the;; 


State officers, would go to battle with the greates; [ 


alacrity ; and -he was astonished to hear it sai; 
that it would not be an effective force, except off. 
cered by the President—then, according to gep. 
tlemen, it would be all-sufficient. The Presiden, 
will have enough to do to appoint officers for the 
regular. foree; but~he was afraid this voluntee; 
corps was to be scouted, that the men who woul; 
compose it may be got to enterthe Army. Haye 
we come to-this, said-Mr. J., that a freeman 0 
the United States cannot engage toserve his coun. 
try in any Way that he chooses? If so, we had 
better stop short and submit; thus-verifying the 
prediction of the gentleman from Massachusets 
(Mr. Quincy,) on a former occasion, that we coul; 
not be kicked into a war. 

The Committee rose and had leaye to sit again, 





Sarurpay, January 11. 


On motion of Mr. Poinpex?er, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed tg inquire into the expedien- 
ey of authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to locate the thirty-six sections of land heretofore 
granted to Jefferson College, in the Mississip)i 
Territory, on any land in said Territory to which 
the Indian title has been eXtinguished, and x01 
otherwise appropriated ; and that they have leave 
to. report by bill, or otherwise. 

Mr. Litre moved the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the President be requested to cause 
to be laid before this House, as far as may be practics- 
ble, a list of the whole number of vessels and ships 0: 
the United States, captured, condemned, and detained, 
under the orders, and by the authority of the British 
Government, their value, including also that of the 
cargo, since the ratification of the treaty of amity, 
commerce, and navigation, between His Britannic M:- 
jesty and the United States of America, of one thov- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-four; and, also, the 
amount of indemnification, if any have been mate, 
during the same period, to the citizens of the United 
States on account of any of the aforésaid captures, con- 
demnations, or detentions. 

The resolution was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Pirxtn called up for consideration two res- 
olutions, which he laid on the table on the 221 
ultimo, ealling-upon the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury for statements of the district tonnage of the 
United States within each State and Territory. 
for every year, since the 4th of March, 1789 ; and 
the gross amdunt of customs within each State 
and Territory for the same period; which was 
agreed to. 

The bill for altering the time of holding the 
District, Courts of North Carolina, was read the 
third time, and passed. 


VOLUNTEER CORPS. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill authorizing the President 





if one thousand men could be taken from Ken-| of the United States to accept and organize cer- 
tucky in this way, thirty thousand might be taken, | tain volunteer military corps; when Mr, Porres 
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moved to strike out the three first sections of the | amendment been submitted on a ground which 
pill last reported by the Committee of Foreign | went to renounce a great Constitutional power 
Relations, whigh provide for the appointment of | of the General Government. He was, however, 
the officers, in the manner prescribed by law, in | entirely opposed to the amendment proposed by 
the several States and Territories, and insert, in | the gentleman from New York. The necessary 
lieu theréof, the four first sections of the bill first | force ought to be provided under its proper name. 
"reported by the same committee, which gave au- | He was opposed toa regular army in disguise, 
thority to the President to appoint the officers. and. such he was obtiged to consider that con- 

Mr. Poinpexrer heped these sections would | tained in this amendment. He knew that no de- 
be struck out, in order to insert the sections ori- | ception was intended by the honorable mover, 
inally reported, which give the power to the | but it would afford a dangerous example. With 
President of appointing the. officers. The Con- | the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Survie.) 
stitution gives to Congress the power of arming | he saw bothing in the state of the country, or the 
and disciplining the militia, and of calling them | views of the’ Government, to justify or excuse 
out for the purposes already mentioned, but leaves | the establishment of a regular army of eighty- 
to the States the appointment of officers. It! five thousand men, If ever the liberties of the 

would, therefore, be improper to retain the sec- | country should be endangered by a military force, 

tions moved to be stricken out, as they would , it would probably be by an army.raised under 

make this corps militia, to all intents and pur- | some indirect pretence to cover its real character 
poses. ; oF design, such perhaps as the one now suggested. 

Mr. Smite inquired if the House was ready to | The objection stated to the bill before the Com- 
put into the hands of the President a regular | mittee, and which is said to render the amend- 
force of eighty-five thousand men* Yow have | ment expedient, is, that the force proposed to be 
already, said he, placed an army of thirty-five } raised by the bill is incompetent to the object to 
thousand. at. his disposal, provided they can be | be accomplished, because the General Govern- 
raised, and are you desirous of raising fifty,thou- | ment has no power to send the militia out of the 
sand more? If het clauses in question are struck, limits of the United States; that they can only 
outsand those from the old bill inserted, these | be employed.under that provision of the Consti- 
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volunteers will be as much a regular foree as 
those under the laws already passed.. He be- 
lieved that the whole of this force might be safely 
intrusted in.the hands of the present President of 
the United States ; but this will be setting a dan- 
gerous precedent, which a man of more ambitious 
views might abuse. 

Gentlemen will not deay, that if the volunteers 
be raised under the bill as it now stands, they 
may pass over the line by their own consent, 
which will answer every purpose. He could not 
agree that the officers in these corps should be 
appointed by the President, as he certainly could 
not be so well acquainted with the chareters to 
be thus employed as the Executives or th. Legis- 
latures of the respective States. He was glad, 
however, that the question had come before the 
House in this shape, as it would distinctly mark 
who were in favor of relying upon the militia, 
and who were for relying altogether upon an 
army. 

Mr. Porter was sorry to.see so much jealousy 
exhibited on the present occasion, for the ques- 
tion was merely one of form, and not of substance. 
We have all, said he, the same object in view; 
we all wish to employ these volunteers in the 
support of the rights of our country. Because 
these men receive a commission from the Presi- 
dent, will it change their character? Will they 


at once become traitors to their country? Cer- | 


tainly not; these volunteers will consist of inen 
who have as high a regard for the rights and lib- 
erties of their country as we have. While they 
are militia, they cannot be employed efficiently, 
and he wanted an efficient force or none. 

Mr. Curves said he would not have risen had 
any other gentleman taken that view of the sub- 
ject which he proposed to take; nor had not the 


tution which gives Congress power to call forth 
| the militia to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 
| press insurrection, and repel invasion, and that 
| this did not give Congress the power to use the 
| force proposed for the object contemplated. This 
|is the statement of the objection, but it does not 
{disclose the extent of its paralyzing effects on 
the powers of the General Government. What, 
‘then, is the real extent of the question before the 
| Committee? You cannot,:in any case, use the 
‘militia in performing garrison duty. You can- 
| not call them forth, even in time of war, to pre- 
pare for.an expected invasion, or send them to 

the frontier, tothe West or the East, until the 
/enemy has entered your territory. An invasion 
| is a hostile entry on your territory ; and, accord- 
|ing to the construction suggested, nothing else 
| buta hostile entry on your territory will author- 
| ize you to call forth the militia. Nor can you; 
|in case of actual invasion, employ them beyond 
| the boundary. line of the United States—for 
|'though the gentleman from New York says the 
| service of the militia is not to be bounded by 
| geographical limits, I cannot, said Mr. C., dis- 
cover the premises by which he comes to this 
| conclusion, if the General Government has no 
}other power over the militia than is given to it 

in this clause of the’Constitutioa. If they may 
‘cross the line, why not go to the walls of Que- 
bec? The principle is trampled upon the instant 
they pass beyond the tefritorial limits of the Uni- 
ted States; nor, if this be a correct construction, 
| can the consent ofthe individual add anything 
to the powers or the rights. of the General Gov- 
| ernment while he remains a member of the mili- 
tia of the State. It is the State which claims 
| the right of a sovereign. to retain the militia 
within the limits of the United States; and the 
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individual who owes to the: State allegiance and 
duty coextensive with the right of the State, can 
transfer no part of that allegiance or-duty to the 
United States, which are a-distinet sovereignty. 
The sovereign claims of the States are opposed 
to those of the United States, and the consent of 
the individual can neither increase nor diminish 
the rights of either while he continues a member 
of the militia of the State. Such is the effect 
of the construction proposed, that you could not 
mareh a militiaman from Connecticut to Mass- 
chdsetts, with or Without:the consent of the indi- 
vidual, tosuppress insurrection, tillit had actually 
taken place, or till your laws have been actually 
resisted, or till your territory has been actually 
invaded, ur even send him to garrison a fortress 
in time of war within the State of which he isa 
member, until there has beef a hostile entry, nor 
even then perhaps. This cannot possibly be all 
the power which Congress has over the militia 
ofthe Union. By such a construction of the 
Constitution you cut the best sinews of our na- 
tional strength. 

But, said Mr. C.. the power of the General 
Government to use the militia in time of war is 
net given by the clause of the Constitution which 
has been megtioned. It is granted by a different 
clause of the Constitution—that whieh authorizes 
Congress “to declare war.” To discover the 
true extent of this power, it is necessary to in- 
quire into the*nature of the Government of the 
United States, as it applies to the subject under 
consideration. Is it a Federative or a National 
Government? a Government in which the States 
as States are represented and bound, or one in 
which the people are represented and bound ? 
Fer the purpose of making war, it is essentially 
a National Government, a Government of the 
people. The distinction between a Government 
of the people, and a Federative Government, 
will be best seen by a comparison of the present 
Government of the United States with that of 
the old Confederation, The last, unlike the for- 
mer, was not in itself a sovereignty. It repre- 
sented the sovereignty of the States as that of so 
many individual’ sovereignties. It could make 
bo law immediately binding on the persons or 
the property of the citizensof the several States. 
The troops of the Confederacy were raised under 
acts of the Legislatures of the several States ; 
the other supplies of the war were granted in 
the same manner. But, under the present Gov- 
ernment, the laws of Congress act immediately 
on the persons and property of all the citizens of 
all the States. This, then, is a definition of a 
National Government, or a Government of the 
people. It acts immediately on the person and 
property of the citizen, and such, as to the power 
of declaring and making war, is the nature of the 
Government of the United States. 

The Government of the Union, then, passesses 
the power, and this power, too, is exclusive, of 
declaring and making war; and, for the purposes 
of declaring and making war, is a National Gov- 
ernment. But the power of declaricog and mak- 
ing war is a great sovereign power, whose limits 
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and: extent have been long ,understood and well 
established. It has its attributes and incidenta| 
powers, which are in the samé degree less equiy- 
ocal than those of other powers, as it exceeds 
those powers, in its importatice. Do you ask 
then. said Mr. C., for the right of Congress to 
employ the militia in war? It is found amone 
the attributes of the sovereign power which Con. 
gress has to make war. Do yow ask for the lim. 
its to which this employment may extend ? They 
are coextensive with the objects of the war. 
Those who think the General Government has 
no right to send the militia out of the United 
States, probably found this opinion on the clause 
of the Constitution already mentioned, which 
gives Congress.a right to call forth the militia for 
the purposes of enforcing tlie laws of the Union, 
suppressing insurrection, and repelling invasion, 
and apply to it that rule of construction which 
declares that thé expression of one. case tacitly 
excludes all like cases. The argunient, then, is 
this: though Congress might have bad a right to 
use the militia for all the purposes of war, had not 
this clause been inserted in the Constitution ; yer, 
as in it we see an express grant of a right to use 
the militia fora particular act of war, we neces- 
sarily infer that it was intended to grant no other 
like power; that is to say, no power to employ 
them in any other act of war. The fallacy lies 
in this: thevcases are not like cases. The term 
invasion, as used in the Constitution, is well un- 
derstood not to refer to a state of public and de- 
clared war, such as Congress has the right to 
declare and wage. Jt may be used to expressa 
circumstance or an incident of such a war. But, 
when it is used without such dependence, it 
means, and it isso understood and used by writers 
on public and national law, a hostile entry into 
the territory of a sovereign Power, not growing 
out of a public and declared war. For example, 
if the Governor of either of the two Canadas 
were to make an inroad into the territory of the 
United States, this would be an invasion within 
the meaning of this clause of the Constitution. 
It would be an act of war, but would not neces- 
sarily involve the peace of the United States with 
Great Britain. Every act of war will not de- 
stroy the ‘peaceful relations of Governments. 
Great Britain and France, for years past, have 
committed upon us acts of hostility, but they are 
still. considered, politically, as at peace with us. 
The attack on the Chesapeake was an act of war, 
but, to use. the appropriate terms, it. was an act of 
war de facto, not de jure. ‘So, frequently, is also 
an invasion. The sovereign invaded may con- 
sider it as as destroying the peace which had pre- 
viously subsisted between him and the aggressor. 
or-not, as he pleases: These invasions are gener- 
ally sudden and unexpected, dnd it was no doubt 
to repel such, that the power contained in this 
clause of the Constitution was given. 

We thus discover, said Mr. C., the objects ot 
the Constitution. It had given the power of call- 
ing forth and using the militia for the purposes 
of war generally, under the power to’declare and 
make war; but the Government, under this grant 
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of power, is only authorized to use them in the 
case expressed—a public and declared war. It 
was, therefore, deemed necessary or expedieut to 
crant to the Government of the Union a power 
jo require the services of the militia in certain 
other cases, and therefore was inserted the clause 
giving power to Congress to call forth the mili- 
ia, to execute the laws of the Union, suppress 
ipsurrection, and repel invasion. Here, accord- 
ingly, we see invasion coupled with cases which 
have no possible connexion with foreign or, na- 
tional war. This clause, then, is not a restrain- 
ing clause, but one giving further and other pow- 
ers than those contained in the general power to 
declare and make war. Without this power the 
Government of the Union would have no right 
to call forth the militia of the United States to 
repel an invasion immediately on the emergency, 
before war could be declared ; which, should Con- 
gress not happen to be in session, would require 
a previous call of that body, and a consequent 
dangerous delay. But, it is said, that if the Gen- 
eral Government have a right to send the mili- 
tia whithersoever the objects of a war may 
lead them, it will diminish the rights of the 
States, and oppress the citizens of the country. 
The first of these evils must be unfounded in 
fact, for. it is to substitute the peculiar force of 
the States for a regular standing army of the 
United States; which must, consequently, in- 
crease their security, and extend, not diminish, 
their power. .The other of these evils is the 
consequence of a power which must rest some- 
where in every Government, and which is little, 
if at all, to be feared in a free one. The volun- 
teer militia, then, proposed by the bill, canbe 
used in the contemplated war for the object in- 
tended ; they can be sent out of the United States, 
and, therefore, the amendment is unnecessary. 
Mr. C. had other objections to the proposed 
amendment. It provides that the officers shall 
be appointed by the President, and under them 
the volunteers must cease to be militia. But they 
are not to be called into service but on a contin- 
gency, and are, in the meantime, to coglinue in 
the mass of the citizens, where they will be 
bound to do militia duty; yet this law proposes 
toexempt them from it. They are precisely like 
the exceptionable corps of 1798, which were then 
loudly proclaimed to be unconstitutional; bor 
was this said only in the fervor of debate, and 
under the influence of party feelings. But the 
same opinion has been declared by a grave and 
learned judge, in the recess of his closet, as the 
result of unimpassioned deliberation. In a treat- 
ise On the Constitution of the United States, by 
Judge Tucker, contained in his edition of Black- 
stone’s commentaries, written with learning and 
ability, he has declared the act of ’98 to be uncon- 
stitutional. [Here Mr. C. read an extract from 
Tucker’s Blackstone, in which the writer de- 
clares, that as these corps were to be officered by 
the President, but not called into service, “it 
‘ seems impossible to consider them in any other 
‘light than as a part of the militia of the States, 
‘separated by an unconstitutional act of Con- 
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‘gress from the rest of the militia, for the pur- 
‘ pose of giving to the President powers which 
‘ the Constitution expressly denied, and an influ- 
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ence the most dangerous that can be conceived 


‘to the peace, liberty, and happiness of the Uni- 
‘ted States.” ] 


But, putting the Constitutional question as to 


mere actual power out of view, the spirit of the 
Constitution, in this case perhaps of no less im- 
portance, would be essentially vidlated. 
amendment proposed a force which would be, in 
everything but name, a regular force. 
armies, in any shape, were not congenial to a free 
Government, but this was the most dangerous 


The 
Such 


possible shape in which an army-could be estab- 


lished. When you raise a regular army, do it by 
that name, and the danger of it will be greatly 
diminished by that reasonable and salutary jeal- 
ousy, which it will never fail to excite; but give 
it this equivocal form, and you lull to sleep this 


best guardian of our Constitutional Jiberties. 

But, if there be any gentleman, who, feeling 
the force of these objections, is yet desirous of 
relieving the Chief Magistrate from the embar- 
rassment of any doubt that may exist of the power 
of the General Government to use the militia out 
of the limits of the United States, Mr. C. would 
say to him, that he believed the Chief Magistrate 
had no difficulty on the subject. Mr. C. had 
been informed that he had no doubt of the power 
of the General Government to march the militia 
without the limits of the United States. But, 
whatever may be his opinion, it is not for this 
House, by a legislative act, to declare his Consti- 
tutional duties. He must. and ought to be left to 
act under that high responsibility which is at- 
tached to his office. No man in the United 
States understood the Constitution better, and 
those who thought as highly of him as Mr. C. 
did, would be assured he would discharge his duty 
in this. particular with firmness and with judg- 
ment. Should it be determined that this force 
cannot be sent out of the United States, we may 
not be able so soon to conquer Canada, but we 
shall save the Constitution. 

Mr. C. said, it appeared to him very doubtful 
whether it would be good policy to take posses- 
sion of the open country of Canada, with militia 
or volunteers, if we could not proceed imme- 
diately afterwards with a regular force to the 
attack of Quebec; or, at least, substitute the mili- 
tia, with a competent number of regulars to keep 
possession of the country. It would neither be 
safe nor economical to perform this service with 
militia. It would require a great increase of 
numbers, and, however brave, they would be un- 
fit for the discharge of camp duty; they would 
be peculiarly exposed in their quarters to surprise 
and attack, by the active, rapid, and persevering 
enterprise of regular, disciplined, and veteran 
troops; more would fall by the diseases of the 
camp than by the sword, and in every one would 
be lost some valuable member of a family. Be- 
fore you enter Canada, said Mr. C., you ought to 
have such a number of regular troops as will en- 
able you to keep possession of the open country. 
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‘These you must increase till they are sufficiently 
numerous to enable you to sit down before Que- 
bee. Until you take Quebec, you are not securely 
in possession of a foot of the country. Of what 
advantage would be a precarious possession of the 
open country? You do not go to plunder it, but 
to adopt the inhabitants as brethren and fellow- 
citizens. The ery done to the enemy will not 
be equivalent to the expense you will incur. For 
his part, Mr. C. said, while he thought the right 
of the General Government to use the militia for 
the general purposes of war vitally important to 
the Union, he never wished to see them used in 
offensive war, except in unexpected emergencies ; 
and then, if possible, in aid of regular troops. 
Mr. Wrieut.—Mr. Chairman, I will subjoin a 
few remarks to those so well made by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina (Mr. Cueves.) Sir, 
by the Constitution, section.three, “ the President: 
shall take care that the laws be faithfully exe- 
cuted.” By the second section, “the President 
shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, and of the militia of 
the several States, when called into the actual 
service of the United States.” Thus we see that 
the President is, in the same section, made Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army and militia. The 
section which has just been urged by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, authorizes Congress 
“to provide for calling forth the militia to exe- 
cute the laws of the Union, suppress ‘insurrec- 
tions, and repel invasions.” Sir, when.the Con- 
vention gave the President the power of com- 
manding the Army and Navy; and the militia of 
the United States, they intended him so to com- 
mand them, as in the best manner to execute the 
laws of the United States, to suppress insurrec- 
tions, and repel invasions, and submitted to his 
discretion the manner in which this can be best 
effected. Sir, there is another ‘section by which 
Congress have a power “to declare war.” This 
declaration sir, is, by an act of Congress,.a law of 
the United States, which the President is sol- 
emnly bound toexecute. How, sir, I will ask, is 
this law to be executed? War is the applying 
the force of the nation to the annoyance of their 
enemy. It has’ been well defined—“an experi- 
ment which can do the other the most harm.” 
It is well known that the force contemplated was 
declared publicly to be “for the invasion of Can- 
ada.” There, then, can be no doubt with the 
President as to the object of the force, and the 
legislative authority of Congress to raise the 
force and direct its application. The question is, 
how shall this volunteer corps be commissioned ? 
It would be violative of the Constitution to au- 
thorize the President to commission the officers. 
This patronage was thought dangerous, and was 
consequently vested in the State governments. 
I therefore, for myself, feel no difficulty in voting 
for this volunteer bill, which contemplates the 
appointment of its officers by the State govern- 
ments; nor ean I feel a doubt that the force 
raised by this bill for the express purpose of the 
invasion of Canada, will not be applied to that 
object. I have the utmost confidence in the 
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President of the United States, and that the laws 
will be faithfully executed. Sir, [ presume tha; 
there can be no doubt that any citizen can bind 
himself as a regular for five years, and if so, egy 
there be a doubt that. he can’ bind himself as , 
volunteer for one year. My logic has taught me 
that every greater power includes every lesse; 
and that to become a volunteer for one year js a; 
positive a right as to become a regular for fiye 
years. 

Mr. Troup said, it was evidently an objec; 
with the Convention who formed the Constity. 
tion to repress, as much as possible, in the new 
Government, the power ef making conquests, 
History had informed them that conquests had 
always been injurious to every country which had 
engaged in making them; they, therefore, py 
their provisions, endeavored to repress this spirir, 
They say, in so many words, “If you will in. 
dulge in this spirit of conquest, which has been 
the bane of every nation which has indulged in ir, 
you shall carry it on by an army, and an army 
only.”’ And why? Because an army could only 
be raised by putting the country to great expense, 
and this was the limitation which the Convention 
thought proper to put to the spirit. of conquest, 
A large army, maintained for this purpose, would 
be viewed with jealousy by the people of the 
United States; and of this the members of the 
Convention. were well aware. There was, on 
the face of the Constitution, Mr. T. said, an ob- 
vious distinction made between the Army ani 
militia. Power is given to Congress to raise 
armies. For what purposes? | For all military 
purposes. Congress shall have power to call out 
the militia. For what purposes? To suppress 
insurrections, execute the laws, and repel inva- 
sions. Ifit had been the design of the Conven- 
tion to have given Congress the same power over 
the militia as over the Army, would they not 
have said so in express terms? But there was 
another good reason for withholding this power 
from Congress. The States relied upon the mili- 
tia for their protection against any attempt at 
usurpation by the General Government. If gen- 
tlemen will turn to oneof the amendments of the 
Constitution, they will find it declared, “that a 
well regulated militia is necéssary to the security 
of a free State.” 

But there is another wide distinction between 
the Army and militia, from the different char- 
acters of the persons who compose the two bod: 
ies. What are the militia? They are yeomanry: 
citizens of the country, called from their homes 
and their families, in cases of emergency, for the 
defence of their country. Would it be reasona- 
ble to vest the power in Congress to carry these 
men from their homes and their families, for for- 
eign invasion or foreign conquest? It could no 
have been the intention of the Convention that 
these men might be shipped off against Jamaic: 
or Vera Cruz—for if, by any construction of the 
Constitution, the militia can be sent one foot be- 

ond the limits of the United States, they mig) 

sent to Chili or Paraguay. 

If, then, the militia cannot be sent out of the 
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country, and these volunteers are militia, neither | be hereafter employed as emergencies may re- 
can they be so disposed of. Butare they militia? | quire. It is my duty in all cases to pursue the 
Hedid not know how they could be distinguished | Constitution of the United States; and, relative 
fom them. ‘They now form a part of the mili- | to commissions, it will be seen that the President 
tia, under the ‘officers of the respective States, | is authorized to commission officers of the United 
and they are sotoremain. They are, therefore, | States, whose appointments are not thereby oth- 
yolunteer militia, and nothing else. erwise provided for, and which shall be estab- 

Bat gentlemen say, these volunteers can be | lished by law. By the Constitution, is reserved 
marched out of the country by their own con- | to the States, respectively, the appointment of the 
sent. Willconsent make any difference? Will | officers of the militia, employed in the service of 
it make an act of Government Constitutional | the United States, and not only to commission 
which, without it, would be unconstitutional ? | the officers of such militia, but also to fill up va- 
The Government of the United States and these | cancies which may be among the militia when 
yolunteers are not the only parties concerned. | in actual service. 

The people of the United States were the makers | It may then be proper to omit, at the present 
of the Constitution, and not these individualsand | moment, the future direction of the force con- 
the General Government; and the respective | templated, and go on with the bill as soon as pos- 
States cannot surrender their militia, which they | sible. Every gentleman knows that Congress 
have a right to hold for their own security. have power to provide for calling forth the mili- 

But the gentleman from the State of Maryland | tia to execute the laws of the Union, to suppress 
(Mr. WricuT) says, that the militia may be | insurrections, and to repel invasions; and it may 
called out by the General Government to execute | also be known, that the States have to themselves 
the laws; that the President may be authorized | respectiveiy reserved the power to commision the 
to take possession of Canada by law, and that the | officers of militia so called out. The Constitu- 
militia may be called upon to execute this law. | tion admits only two species of forces—a regular 
This, he considered as an unfounded construc- | force and a militia. The President is empow- 
tion of the Constitutional provision. It was | ered to commission, with consent of the Senate, 
surely never meant that the militia should be | all officers of regular forces; but to the States is 
called upon to éxecute the laws without the |.reserved exclusively the right to commission 
Union, but.within it. The law alluded to by the | officers of the militia. In this case, then, itis my 
gentleman would be a declaration of war, and | duty to vote in pursuance of the Constitution, so 
not a law of the Union, for the execution of | that so far as that will go, the sovereignty of the 
which the President has power given to him to | respective States shall not be infringed nor im- 
call out the militia. paired. 

If the militia can be called out to repel inva-| Mr. Fisk could not consent to raise any mili- 
sion, they can be called out to the seaboard or | tary force without having in view the object for 
garrisons, for the purpose of repelling invasion, | itsemployment. It was an objection to the laws 
whenever well-founded apprehensions are enter- | of 1798, for this purpose, that they had no defi- 
tained of such an-event; and if they go beyond | nite object. .We must always have an object in 
the territory, it would be no less an act of repel- | view when we propose to raise a military force, 
ling invasion than was the first onset. or our conduct would be absurd. We all know 

If, said Mr. T., these volunteers are.to be or- | the object at: present, and the inquiry is, whether 
ganized as regular troops, not for five years, like | or not the force contemplated by this bill will be 
the other regulars, but for one year, then what- | effectual? He believed it would not. 
ever men enter the service of the country, willgo| The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Troup) 
into this corps; and the army providéd by law | had taken a Constitutional view of this subject, 
to be raised, would not be enlisted. to which he had nothing to add. With respect 

Mr. T. was willing to authorize the President | to the danger which some gentlemen appeared to 
to accept of the service of fifty thousand volun- | apprehend from placing these volunteers under 
teers for the.defence of the country, under the } the President, it was certainly imaginary only ; 
bill as it now stands, which would leave the Gov- | for the President has the power of calling out the 
ernment at liberty to send the regular troops | whole of the militia, of which he.is commander. 
abroad, if they found it necessary to do'so. Where, then, is the difference? But, if the bill 

Mr. Ruea.—Mr. Chairman, it is my sincere | remained as at present, there would be great dif- 
wish that we could get on with this bill in some | ficulty in filling up vacant offices. By the laws 
mode. The only question arising on this subject | of several of the States, the platoon officers are 
and giving cause to this debate is, by whom shall elected by the soldiers; and if any of these officers 
the forces, contemplated to be raised by this bill, | fall in Canada, bow are their places to be sup- 
be commissioned? Whether by the respective | plied? In the bill,as proposed to be amended, 
States, or by the President of the United States? | there would be no difficulty on this score. 

In making up my opinion on this subject, I will | It was an easy matter to discriminate between 
not take into view to what object the contem- | volunteers and militia. It is the character of a 
plated force may be directed. Let that be a sub- | militiaman to remain at home, under his officers, 
ject of future consideration. There appears no | except called upon for some particular service ; 
hecessity to consider that question now. Let the | but a volunteer, of his own choice, throws off the 
force be put in the power of the President, and | character of a militiamap, and assumes that of a 
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volunteer, to serve under officers to be appointed 
by the President, and to march wherever he is 
commanded. This would be certain ground, 
clear of Constitutional objections: As to taking 
away the defence of the States, the States are 
not privileged to any particular number of mili- 
tia; many of our regulars are always enlisted 
from militiamen. It was not likely that so many 
of the militia of any State would volunteer their 
services as to leave the State destitute of suffi- 
cient for its own defence. 

Mr. Cray (the Speaker) observed, that he had 
stated to the Committee of the Whole, on a for- 
mer occasion, that he was in favor of an exertion 
of the national energies in every form, in prose- 
cution of the war in which we are about to en- 

age. He was consequently in favor of author- 
izing the President to accept of the service of a 
volunteer corps. The difference of opinion on 
this subject arises from the strueture of this force, 
or rather as to the manner of commissioning ifs 
officers. 

Mr. C. ye ey ae he had not fully investi- 
gated the subject; but his présent impressions 
were, that, in cases of emergency, the. nation isat 
liberty to use the best security of the people, 
whether in the form of ordinary militia or volun- 
teers, in any manner that may appear best caleu- 
lated to preserve the public interest. He did not 
think full justice had been done to the able view 
taken of this subject by his intelligent friend 
from South Carolina (Mr. Cieves.) The power 
of declaring war, of making war, would seem to 
carry with it all the attributes of making war. 

The gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Troup,) to 
whom he always listened with pleasure, objected 
to the power contended for, because it -might pos- 
sibly be abused by sending the militia toa distant 
foreign country. What the Government had the 
power to do, and. what might be deemed expe- 
dient, were very different. 

What is the argument? The militia cannot 
be sent out of the United States, because there is 
no power given in the Constitution of the Gen- 
eral Government for this purpose. Will gentle- 
men give a satisfactory answer to this question ? 
The Constitution deuane Congress shall have 
power to raise armies and navies; but there’is no 
a given to the Government to send them 

yond the jurisdiction of the United States; 
yet no one will say that it was the intention of 
the framers of the Constitution to restrict the 
Government in ‘the use of the Army and Navy. 
Whence, then, is the power derived but from the 
general power of making war, and, of course, 
effective war? And, if the general power of 
making war gives to Government the right of 
using the Army and Navy without the limits of 
the United States, why may not the same gen- 
eral power give the same authority with respect 
tothe militia? He desired those gentlemen who 
contend that the militia cannot be sent out of the 
United States, to answer this question. 

But gentlemen say, that the Government has 
not power to send the militia out of the United 
States, because the Constitution defines the pur- 
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poses for which alone they shall be used, viz: «1, 
execute the laws of the Union, suppress jysyp. 
rections, and repel invasions.” 

Mr. C. said he would call the attention of the 
Committee to two clauses in the Constitution 
already noticed, but not for the same purpose, 
Congress is. “to provide for organizing, arminge 
and disciplining the militia, and for governjy> 
such part of them as may be employed in the 
service of the United States.” What service? 
For repelling invasion? Does not “the service 
of the United States” mean any service to which 
that particular force is applicable? — If not, the 


— 


‘language would have been, “as may be employed 


in executing the laws of the Union, suppressing 
insurrections, and repelling invasions.” " 

Again, the Constitution says: “ The President 
shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 
Nayy of the United States, and of the militia of 
the several States, when called into the actual 
service of the United States.” What service? 
The service is spoken of generally, and means, 
no doubt, any service to which physical force is 
applicable. If intended only to apply to the 
three cases above specified, why were they not 
enumerated, instead of speaking of the service 
generally ? 


16 one of the amendments to the Constitution | 


it is declared, “That a well-regulated militia is 
necessary ‘to the security of a free State.” But 
if you limit the use of the militia to executing 
the laws, suppressing insurrections, and repelling 
invasions; if you deny the use of the militia to 
make war, can you say that they are “the secu- 
rity of a State?” He thought not. 

Gentlemen ask, will you carry the militia out 
of the United States, for the purpose of making 
foreign conquest? That is not the purpose for 
which this volunteer force is wanted. They are 
wanted in a war of defence. {In making the war 
effective, conquest_may become necessary; but 
this does not change the character of the war; 
there may be no other way of operating upon 
our enemy but by taking possession of her prov- 
inces, which adjoin us. 

The single difference between the two bills is, 
who shall have the power of making the officers. 
The proposition for vesting the power of ap- 
pointing the officers in the President, considering 
the volunteers as militia, is unconstitutional, as 
the power is vested in the several States. But 
gentlemen say, call the force what you will; call 
it a militia force, or a regular force; let the offi 
cers be appointed by the respective States or the 
President, it matters but little. No man, Mr. C. 
said, had a higher opinion of the exalted virtues 
and eminent patriotism of the President than 
he had. But we ought to be cautious in setting 
precedents ; bad precedents are always imposed 
in good times. Though the power might not be 
abused at present, it might hereafter be made us¢ 
of for the worst purposes. He should have no 
fear from placing one hundred thousand met 
under the present Executive of the United States; 
but, as our Constitution declares that “a well- 
regulated militia is the best security of a free 
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state,” he shoald choose rather to leave the ap- 

intment of the officers of these volunteers in 
the States respectively. 

The difficulty which the gentleman from Ver- 
poot bad suggested, as to the appointment of 
oficers to fill the places of such as may become 
yacant, might be provided for by an amendment. 

Mr. Parkin said, that he rose to express his 
gsionishment at some of the doctrines which have 
iyst been advanced on this floor, and particularly 
by the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Cusves ;) doctrines, ‘to him, not less strange than 
novel That he could not but feel alarmed when 
he heard it declared that the President of the 
United States, under the sanction of a law of 
Congress; has the power to send the militia of 
the several States beyond the limits of the Uni- 
ted States for the purposes of offensive war; and 
thatalarm was increased when the same gentle- 
man had not only said, that this was his own 
opinion, but had also declared to the House, that 
he understood that this was the opinion of the 
President of the United States. Had the gentle- 
man reflected for’a moment, it is presumed he 
never would have mentioned in debate, that such 
was the opinion of the President, on this or any 
other subject before the House, as, according to 
the known rules of order, we are not to be in- 
formed of the opinions or wishes of the President 
of the United States, except by his official com- 
munications. 

But, sir, whatever may be the opinion of the 
President, Or any other person, on this subject, I 
cannot refrain from expressing my most unquali- 
fied dissent from such a construction of the Con- 
stitution. The power of the General Govern- 
ment over the militia of the several States is 
clearly and precisely defined in the Constitution 
itself. Thus: Seetion 8—‘“Congress shall. have 
power to provide for calling forth the. militia, to 
execute the laws of the Union, to suppress insur- 
rections, and to repel invasions.” 

The Convention had many difficulties to en- 
counter in the formation of the Constitution. 
Thirteen distinct and independent States, or sov- 
ereignties, by their delegates, had met for the 
purpose of forming a more perfect Union, and of 
giving up a part of their State rights, and a por- 
tion of their sovereignty, to the General Govern- 
ment, It cannot, fora moment, be supposed, that 
when they were granting to this General Gov- 
ernment extensive and important powers, they 
should be inattentive as to the extent of the 
power with which they should invest tlte Gov- 
ernment over their militia. They would leave 
nothing for construction on the subject. They, 
therefore, agreed, that in three cases, and in three 
cases only, Congress should have any power or 
control over the militia of the States: 

Ist. To execute the laws of the Union. 

2d. To suppress insurrections. 

3d. To repel invasions. 

The reasons for vesting the United States with 
power over the militia, to this extent, were ob- 
vious. It was important that the General Gov- 
ernment should have the power of executing 
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its own laws—this is an essential requisite in 
every Government—it was proper, therefore, that 
Congress should be authorized to call forth the 
militia in aid of the-civil power to execute the 
laws of the Union. It was equally important, 
also, that the United States should have the 
power of preserving peace and tranquillity within 
their limits, and of securing themselves against 
domestic enemies. Very wisely, therefore, were 
Congress empowered to call forth the militia, or 
the whole force of the country, for the purpose 
of suppressing insurreetions. And, sir, the United 
States might require’ the aid of the militia, not 
only to execute their laws and to secure them- 
selves against domestic faction, but also for the 
purpose of defence against an invading foreign 
enemy. In this last case, therefore, Congress are 
equally authorized to call upom the militia for 
assistance. 

The people of the several States have thus, 
sir, clearly defined the objects and purposes for 
which we can call forth the militia: and lest, by 
implication, Congress might, at some time, en- 
croach upon the rights of the people or of the 
States, it is provided by an amendment to the 
Constitution, as follows: “The powers not dele- 
gated to the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to 
the States respectively, or to the people.” 

It will be observed, that Congress have power 
“to provide for calling forth the militia,’ &e. 
In pursuance of this authority, acts were passed 
in 1792 and 1795,.. The title of the last act is in 
the very words of the Constitution: “An act to 
provide for calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws. of the Union, suppress insurrections, 
and repel invasions.” 

By this act provision is made, “ that whenever 
‘ the United States shall be invaded, or be in im- 
‘minent danger of invasion, from any foreign 
‘ nation or Indian tribe, it shall be lawful for the 
‘President of the United States to call forth 
* such number of the militia of the State or States 
‘ most convenient to the place of danger, or scene 
‘ of action, as he may judge necessary, to repel 
‘ such invasion, and to issue his orders,” &c. 

By the same act, the President is also author- 
ized to call forth the militia, to suppress insurrec- 
tions, and to execute the laws of the Union. 

Neither the framers of the Constitution, nor 
the statesmen who passed this law, have ever en- 
tertained the idea that Congress had the power 
to employ the militia of the States in foreign 
conquest; that no such power was ever granted 
to the United States, fF have been taught to be- 
lieve ever since I have had any knowledge of the 
Constitution or its principles; and certain I am, 
that such an idea has never, until this day, been 
advanced on this floor. 

But, Mr. Chairman, it is said by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, if I rightly understood him, 
that this provision of the Constitution refers sole- 
ly to a state of peace; that a new state of things 
arises from the moment that Congress declares 
war; that, after a declaration of war, which is 
one of the highest acts of national sovereignty, it 


ett tt CC CC LLC CC tT tt tt 
ee 








747 
H. or R. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
Volunteer ‘Corps. 


748 


Tai 








follows that the United States have the power to 
dispose of the persons and property of the whole 
country for the purpose of carrying on that war; 
and that, if it should be an offensive war, they 
have power to march the militia out of the limits 
of the United. States for the purpose of foreign 
conquest. The arguments of the gentleman are 
ingenious, but destitute of any solid foundation. 
Congress, it is true, have the power to declare 
war; but where, Jet me ask, is that. part of the 
Constitution which-says that the power of Con- 
gress over the militia, is greater or more extensive 
in time of war than in time of peace? It can- 
not be pretended that there is express provision 
to this effect. It can arise, then, only by impli- 
cation. It is a new and strange mode of con- 
struing this instrument to say, that where special 
and limited powers are given on ony subject, that 
these powers may be extended or enlarged, merely 
by the exercise of other powers given by the 
same instrument. I cannot, sir, fora moment, 
admit the position, that, in consequence of a dec- 
laration of war, Congress have the power of dis- 
posing of the persons and property of the coun- 
try to the extent contended for. .To enable the 
United States to carry on a war, Congress are 
authorized “to raise and support armies;” “to 
provide and maintain a Navy.” These are the 
instruments by which the United States are ena- 
bled to carry on a war, either offensive or defen- 
eixe. And when the territory of the United 
States shall be invaded by a foreign nation, in 
addition to these, the militia can be called upon 
to take a part in this defensive war, to repel such 
invasion. The power, sir, which the States have 
retained over their militia is the surest; nay the 
only effectual, safeguard of their rights, against 
the encroachments of the General Government. 
If Congress, in consequence of a’ mere declara- 
tion of war, have the power to order the militia 
of the States out of the limits of the United 
States for the purpose of foreign conquests, the 
State governments may not only be weakened, 
but they may be antihilated. If they can. be 
ordered to Canada, they can be ordered to Ja- 
maica, to the East. Indies, to China, to Japan. 
And in this way a State may at once be deprived 
of all its effective foree. But, sir, let us attend to 
the consequences of this new construction given 
to the Constitution in another point of view. So 
jealous were the framers of the Constitution of 
the power conferred upon Congress to raise and 
support armies, that they thought it necessary to 
place a check upon the exercise of this power, by 
providing “that no appropriation of money to 
that use should be fora longer term than two 
years.” 

If the doctrine now contended for is to prevail, 
what check is there against the appropriation of 
money to support the militia in service for as 
long a time as Congress may think proper? It 
is only to declare war; it is only for us to create 
the necessity for calling forth the militia, and 
then, sir, we may call them forth .to effect the 
objects of that war, whatever they may be, for as 
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map also appropriate money for their support, for 
as long a term as we think proper. And here 
sir, pees me to call the attention of the House 
to this important distinction between the pyr. 
poses for calling forth the militia, provided in the 
Constitution, and that which, by this new con. 
struction, we are called upon to make. By the 
Constitution we are not empowered to call them 
forth in consequence of any act of our own, but 
in consequence of the acts of others. When the 
laws of the Union are violated; when domestic 
enemies are arrayed against the General Goverp- 
ment, and when the territory of the United States 
is invaded by’a foreign nation, we then call the 
militia to our aid. 

But, sir, the Constitution says to us, when you 
yourselyes; by your own acts, by-a declaration of 
war, or in any way, undertake to create the pur- 
pose or necessity for calling them forth, you shall 
not have the power to doit; or, in other words, 
you shall not have the power to employ the mili- 
tia in foreign conquests. Sir, the King of Great 
Britain, with whom rests the power of peace and 
war, cannot send the militia out of the kingdom. 
A gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Wrigur) says 
that he is restrained by an act of Parliament. 
Agreed, sir; he is restrained from doing it bya 
superior power, by the power of the Parliament, 
which, in this respect, is superior to his. In this 
country, sir, the Constitution, which is the act of 
a people, restrains us from doing the same 
thing. 

I Sub: sir, to address you, merely for the pur- 
pose’of entering my protest against the principles 
and doctrines this day advanced by the genile- 
man from South Carolina; a gentleman whose 
talents I respect, and whose opinions are entitled 
to no small share of weight in this House and 
elsewhere. The remarks I have made flowed 
from the impulse of the moment, and were made 
without premeditation and without method, and 
I have been led, from the nature of the subject, 
to proceed further than I had intended. 

When we are, as many gentlemen have often 
said,.during the present session, on the eve of a 
war, the avowed object of which is to take pos- 
session of Canada, I could not but feel alarmed, 
that such sentiments were entertained, not only 
by the gentleman from ‘South’ Carolina, but, as 
he informs us, by the President of the United 
States, to whom the Constitution has! commitied 
the power of carrying on the war. Indeed, sir, 
my mind recoils at the idea, that my constituents, 
living, @ they do, along an extensive seacoast, 
with their towns and villages exposed to the rav- 
ages of the first invader, might soon be liable to 
be called upon to leave their families and their 
firesides, and to risk their lives under the walls of 
Quebec. I could not, sir, refrain from expressing 
my opinion, that, by the Constitution, they could 
not thus be compelled, to march into a foreiga 
country without their consent. But, sir, what- 
ever acts we may pass on this subject, we cannot 
alter the Constitution; the people of the United 
States will judge whether they are in conformity 


long.a time as we may judge necessary ; and we | with the powers which are delegated to us or not; 
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ce tenecmcrerrninmeeeerrrarne, 
and a-collision may ensue, which would be fatal 
to the best interests of this seeing. 

A motion was made that the Committee rise 
and have leave to sitagain. Lost—52 to 39. 

Mr. Newson rose, and made some prefatory 
remarks, and proceeded to give his reasons in 
avor of the bill before the Committee, and also 
jgainst any constructions of the Constitution by 
igplication—Wwhen,.a motion being again made 
for-the Committee to rise, it was carried, and the 
House adjourned. 





Monpay, January 13. 


Mr. Mitnor presented a petition of John Bio- 
ren, W. J. Duane, and R. C. Weightman, pray- 
ing the patronage and aid of Congress, in printing 
anew and complete edition of the laws of the 
United States.—Referred to a select committee. 

Mr. Mitnor, Mr. Cueves, and Mr. Gronpy, 
were appointed the committee. 

The SpeaKer laid before the House a letter 
covering & protest by James Dill and Peter Jones, 
two of the members of the House of Represen- 
tatives Of the Indiana Territory, against the me- 
morial of that body praying Congress to admit 
the said Territory into the Union as a State, on 
an equal footing with the original States.—Refer- 
red to the committee to whom the said memorial 
has been referred. 

The Spzaxker also laid before the House a let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting a statement of public moneys now deposited 
in banks, and in what banks deposited, and show- 
ing the greatest amount in each bank, at any pe- 
riod, since the fourth of March last ; and, also, the 
amount deposited in each bank; on the thirtieth 
of September last,—Ordered to-lie on the table. 

Mr. Wituiams, from the Committee on the Mil- 
itary Establishment, to whom was referred the 
bill from the Senate, “ for the establishment of a 
quartermaster’s department,” reported the same 
with amendments; which were read, and, together 
with the bill, committed to a Committee of the 
Whole to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Seyserr, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be di- 
rected to lay before.this House a list of the names 
of persons who have invented any new or useful 
art, machine, manufacture, or composition of mat- 
ler, OF any improvement thereon, and to whom 
patents have issued for the same from that of- 
fice, subsequent to the twenty-eighth day of De- 
cember, one thousand eight hundred and ten, with 
the dates and general objects of such patents ; and 
also that the Secretary of State be directed to lay 
an annual report before this House, embracing the 
above objects. 

On motion of Mr. Pirkin,a committee was ap- 
pointed to inquire whether any, and, if any, what 
alterations are necessary to be made in the act or 
acts “concerning Consuls and Vice Consuls ;” 
with leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 

Mr. Pirxin, Mr. Breckenringp, and Mr. Mir- 
CHILL, were appointed the committee. 

On motion of Mr. JENNINGS, 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be directed to inquire into the expediency 
of vesting in the Legislature of the Indiana Ter- 
ritory, such portion of the township of land lying 
in the District of Vincennes, which was located 
by the Secretary of the Treasury for the use of a 
Seminary of Learning, as may be considered suf- . 
ficient for the establishment of a Seat of Justice, 
in a contemplated new county, in the said Terri- 
tory, by a division of the county of Knox. 


VOLUNTEER CORPS. 


Mr, LirTtze called up his resolution respecting 
captures made by Great Britain of American ves- 
sels and property ; but an amendment being mov- 
ed toadd “and any other Government,” some de- 
bate ensued, which was interrupted by 

Mr. Porter, who said, though the information 
which this resolution called for was desirable,.he 
thought a discussion upon it ought not to prevent 
a progress with more important public business, 
He hoped, therefore, the resolution would be suf- 
fered to lie upon the table for the present, and 
that the House would take up the bill authorizing 
the President to accept of a volunteer corps. 

The motion was carried, and the House accord- 
ingly resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on said bill. 

Mr. Newson rose and observed that he had 
caught so violent a cold since Saturday, that he 
feared he should not be able to make himself 
heard ; and then proceeded for a few minutes with 
his remarks, but his hoarseness was so great that 
he was unable to proceed. 

Mr: Mitnor said, that an opinion had been ad- 
vanced and maintained in the debate upon this 
bill.on Saturday last, by an honorable gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Cueves,) of so novel 
and extraordinary a nature, that he felt it his duty 
to oppose it; that he entered upon this duty reluc- 
tantly and unexpectedly, having hoped that dur- 
ing. the remarks of the honorable gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Nevson,) he would have been ena- 
bled further to arrange his ideas, or (what was to 
him still more desirable) have been prevented, by 
the lucid exposition of that gentleman, whose 
views on this subject Mr. M. understood to be 
congenial with his own, from at all troubling the 
Committee. The indisposition which prevented 
Mr. Netson from proceeding, and which was 
much to be regretted, rendered it necessary that 
some other member should take his place upon 
the floor; which Mr. M. said he had ventured to 
do, although unprepared, and laboring under the 
disadvantage of having been unavoidably pre- 

vented from hearing a part of the argument of the 
gentleman from South Carolina. The opinion 
advanced by that gentleman was, that the Presi- 
dent of the United States had a right to order the 
militia of the United States beyond the limits of 
the nation, for the purpose of foreign offensive hos- 
tilities. Had this singular sentiment been thrown 
out as a mere casual suggestion in the course of 
an animated debate, or proceeded trom the wild 
and heated declamation of some of the actors on 
this floor, | would not, said Mr. M., have been at 
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all surprised. But, sir, 1am alarmed by the re- 
spectability of the source from which this dan- 
gerous principle comes. It is given to us as the 
deliberate result of the reasonings of the cultivated 
and philosophical mind of a gentleman ranking 
high in the general estimation of his fellow mem- 
bers for political knowledge and personal integ- 
rity. Itis propounded to us with great solemnity 
of language and of manner, and it is said'to be 
supported by the sanction of ‘Executive opinion. 
The President of the United States, we are told, 
feels no difficulty on the subject. 

Mr. Cueves said, that his allusion to the opin- 
ion of the President was not from any personal 
conversation with that gentleman ; that it had 
been mentioned to him on the floor, and he merely 
gave it as he would that of any other gentleman 
well able to construe the Constitution. 

Mr. Minor proceeded.—Putting out of the scale 
the weight of Presidential authority, that of the 
benovathe gentleman himself, on a Constitutional 
question, is sufficient to induce an attentive exam- 
ination of its soundness and propriety., It had 
been intimated by an honorable member from 
Kentucky. (Mr. Jounson,) that this diseussion 
was irrelevant to the subject before the Commit- 
tee. The suggestion was not very compliment- 
ary to the member by whom the subject was intro- 
duced. But, said Mr. M., I consider it all-impor- 
tant that the President, if this bill passes, should 
be under no mistake as to the-views of this House, 
with respect to the employment’ of the forces 
placed under his direction, and especially of that 
part of them which consists of militias I am, for 
one, not willing to confide wholly to the Presi- 
dent the decision of this important question. I 
am not apt, Mr. Chairman, to sound alarms, but 
I have always thought there was great safety in 
constantly watching for the preservation of the 
great charter of our liberties, and in maintaining 
an extreme sensibility to the slightest proposed 
infraction of its valuable provisions. The gen- 
tleman from Virginia, (Mr. Neuson,) in his pref- 
atory remarks, noticed the variety of opinion which 
has been enteriained, as to the mode of constru- 
ing the provisions of the Constitution, imputing 
to the Federalists a disposition to favor an en- 
larged construction, with a view to the increase 
of the powers of the General Government, and 
the contrary inclination to the party with which 
he generally acts. There are, certainly, extremes 
upon this as upon every other subject. It was 
manifested in the debate on the question of grant- 
ing a charter to the Bank of the United States, 
where Congress refused to exercise a power, in 
my opinion, necessary for carrying into effect those 
expressly delegated. There may have been too 
much liberality cf construction, on the other hand, 
sometimes applied. The true medium lies in not 
granting to the Government any powers but those 
expressly detailed in the Constitution, or una- 
voidably incident, and, in the language of the in- 
strument itself, “necessary and proper for carry- 
‘ ing into execution the powers vested by it inthe 
‘Government of the United States, or in some 
*‘ department or officer thereof.” This is the prin- 
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ciple by which my construction will be guided. 
The power of sending the militia of the United 
States beyond their limits, results, we are told. 
from the sovereignty of the nation resting in the 
hands of the General Government. And my hon- 
orable friend from South Carolina has indulged ys 
with a definition of sovereignty: “ It is the right of 
disposing of the persons and property of the peo- 
ple.” ‘Sir, I deny, that under this definition of the 
term sovereignty, it can, with any correctness, be 
applied to the General Government. The frame 
and texture of this Government are different from 
those of all other nations. The sovereignty rests 
here with the American people. If the doctrine 
of the popular political writers of Great Britain 
be true, that, even there, circumstances may occur 
to authorize the resumption of sovereignty by the 
people, it is still more clear, that, in this happy 
country, the people have never parted with it; 
but, having merely granted to their Government 
certain restricted powers, the remaining portion 
still rests with themselves. The powers referred 
to are limited and restricted, both with respect to 
their operation on the people and upon the gov- 
ernments of the particular States; and the pecu- 
liarity of the provisions of the Constitution im- 
parting these powers, as well as the known jealousy 
as to their extent, which existed at the time of 
its adoption, clearly prove that the Convention 
never intended to bestow, by implication, upon 
the General Government, powers greater than 
those expressly given. In reference to the enor- 
mous one suggested by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, it is too much to suppose that that wise 
and patriotic body intended covertly to give an 
implied power, which, if only done, would have 
hazarded the adoption of their great work by the 
several States of the Union. Sir, I can scarcely 
think thatthe Federalists, who exerted themselves 
at that time of day in its favor, would have done 
so, had they believed it to include in its grant of 
wers the dangerous one contended for by the 
onorable member from South Carolina. Do! 
improperly term it a dangerous power? Is it too 
strong a term fora prerogative supposed to be 
vested in the President of sending the freemen of 
this country—as.it was correctly stated by my 
honorable friend from Connecticut on Saturday— 
not only to the. Northern and Southern limits of 
this Continent, but to any part of the immense 
regions of Europe, Asia, or Africa ? 

If, from the nature of our Government, founded 
as it is in Compact, and restricted in the exercise 
of its power, both as regards the independence 
and rights of the State governments, and the lib- 
erties of the people, vf dee I contend it is—a 
violation of its principles to invest those who ad- 
minister its concerns with powers not expressly 
granted, or necessary to carry into execution those 
that are, then it becomes us to examine the Con- 
stitution itself, to ascertain whether it contains 
any provision to which a construction favorable 
to this doctrine can fairly be given, On all sub- 
jects which actually engaged the attention of the 
Convention, on which they unquestionably delib- 
erated and acted, and have given us the result of 
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their deliberations, in terms clearly expressed in 
the Constitution itself, there is no room left for sup- 

ing an intention to grant implied powers, dif- 
erent in their nature, and more vast in their 
extent, than those they have detailed. It would 
be preposterous and absurd—a reflection both on 
their wisdom and patriotism—to indulge such a 
supposition.” I do not; I repeat, now allude to such 

wers, as, in conducting the affairs of the Gov- 
ernment, may frequently be required for execut- 
ing thése actually detailed, the exercise of which 
is eapeeealy authorized by the clause in the Con- 
stitution already referred to. 

The eighth section of the first article of the Con- 
stitution contains the enumerated powers of the 
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tion ofa foreign war. On the contrary, they guard 
against such an apprehension by giving the Gov- 
eroment authority to raise armies—to employ 
mercenaries to prosecute the war which they 
might declare. ‘To the great body of effective 
citizens, constituting the militia of the several 
States, they assign appropriate and defined duties, 
manifestly intending to distinguish them—as in 
name, so in employment—from the other deserip- 
tion of force. To the militia, are three important 
services only assigned—first, to execute the laws 
of the Union. 

It was, no doubt, well considered to be more 
congenial. to the nature of our free institutions, 
and to the character and feelings of our people, 


General Government. The following clauses are | that if in any unhappy instance any portion of 
those Which relate to war, and to the employment | their people should be misled into hostility against 
of the several kinds of force placed in its hands: | the laws, the Government should call to its aid 

«Congress shall have power to declare war, grant} those who remain true to their duties, rather than 
letters of marque-and reprisal, and make rules concern- | resort to the aid of a mercenary army. 








ing captures on land and water ; 

«To raise.and support armies; but no appropriation 
of money to that use shall be for a longer term than 
two years ; 

“ To provide and maintain a navy ; 

“To make rules. for the government and regulation 
of the land and naval forces ; 

“To:provide for calling forth the militia to execute | 
the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel 
invasions ; 

“To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplin- 
ing the militia, and for governing such part of them as 
may be employed in the service of the United States, 
reserving to the States respectively the appointment of 
the officers, and the authority of training the militia, 
according to the discipline prescribed by Congress.” 


And, for the purpose of governing the construc- 
tion of these and tue other express grants of power 
in the Constitution, and to guard against danger- 
ous stretches of authority by the Government, the | 
eleventh and twelfth articles of the amendments 
to that instrument provide: 

“That the enumeration in the Constitution of cer- 
tain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage | 
others retained by the people; and that 

“The powers not delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.” 

The mere exhibition of these clauses of the Con- 
stitution is a more forcible refutation of the doc- 


| 





In the instances of opposition to the laws which 
occurred some years ago in the State which I 
have the honor to represent, the good effects of 
this salutary provision were manifest. To their 
fellow-citizens, arrayed on the side of order and 
government, the insurgents readily submitted, 
and the effusion of human blood was thereby pre- 
vented... This branch of employment, like that 
which follows it—the suppressing of insurrections 
—is in its nature wholly domestic; it gives em- 
ployment to the militia only within the limits of 
the United States. The third and last duty im- 
posed on this body, is “to repel invasions.” Can 
it be believed, Mr. Chairman, that, under the 
pretext of repelling invasions, it was intended to 
authorize this Government to send the militia in 
the pursuit of foreign conquest? Was there an 
such sentiment prevalent at the time the Consti- 
tution was adopted, or did any object of desire 
exist that could lead tothe prospect of our being 
mad enough to go abroad after new acquisitions 
of territory, to be gained by force? We had not 
been very long dismembered from the. British 
empire. Gentlemen will scarcely suppose, that, 
with such feelings as then pervaded the public 
mind, her example in seeking ‘new conquests in 
all parts of the globe was about to be imitated in 
this new and rising and virtuous. Republic. If 
| the members of that Convention had been asked, 








trine than the most labored argument could fur-| Do you intend, that, under the mask of repelling 
nish. Does not every one at once perceive the! invasion, the militia shali be marched to Canada 
marked distinction between armies which Con-| and the walls of Quebee, what would they have 
gress are invested with the power to raise, and | answered ? 
militia governed, except when called into actual; Mr. Cueves here said, that he did not-contend 
service, by the regulations of their own States ? that the power of marching the militia out of the 
The power to raise armies and to providea navy | United States was derived from the clause alluded 
immediately follows, and is closely connected with | to; but that the power to declare war being given 
that of making war. This important subject be- | to Congress, and being a most important attribute 
ing provided for, the militia—always regarded as | of sovereignty, the power for which he contended 
a most essential safeguard of the nation—next | followed of course. 
claims the attention of that Convention. But,| Mr. Minor proceeded.—Sir, I ask the honor- 
the wise statesmen and excellent men who com-| able gentleman’s pardon. I had understood him 
posed that body did not go on to alarm the great| to argue, that, as in the performance of the 
an of the citizens with the prospect of being | acknowledged duty of repelling invasion, the 
liable to be called beyond the limits of the United | passage of the. militia beyond the frontiers of the 
States, to assist the Government in the prosecu-| United States migit be unavoidable, the precise 
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distance to which they might be led could not be 
fixed; and that, for the effectual obtainment of 
the object of repelling invasion, the militia might 
be carried to Quebec, and the conquest of the 
country ensue therefrom. It is probable I may 
only have heard the argument urged in private 
conversation; 

The power contended for is, then, to be consid- 
ered as a concomitant of the right to declare war. 
The error of this argument consists in the appli- 
cation of a principle to our Government wholly 
unfitted to it, when the manner of its formation, 
the nature of its provisions, and its practical oper- 
ation, are considered. Our Government is found- 
ed on express compact; its nature is defined and 
fixed by a written instrument; and it cannot be 
made to bear upon the people or the States in any 
other manner than that originally prescribed. If 
the power to declare war. had stood alone, it is 
not necessary to inquire how far it would have 
empowered the Government to extend the opera- 
tions of the militia. But my honorable friend, 
who, like myself, has been conversant with studies 
connected with the legal profession, well, knows 
the maxim constantly applied to the construction 
of statutes, as well as to the contracts of indi- 
viduals: Eapressio unius est exclusio ullerius, 
Where the party is empowered to do certain spe- 
cified things, it excludes the power to do other 
things affecting the interests of the other party to 
thecontract. Sir, here is the contract, from which 
all your public authority is derived. The very 
subject about which we are differing is here pro- 
vided for. The parties to this instrument, as to 
this object, have certainly left nothing to the dan- 
gerous experiment of construction and implica- 
tion. 

You may declare war—offensive war if you 
please, uncongenial as it is with the sentiments 
and feelings of the American people. You may 
raise armies—you may, by the consent of the indi- 
viduals, and of the State governments under 
which they reside, convert your volunteers into 
enlisted soldiers. You then make them, by their 
consent, part.of your regular army. But until 
you do so by contract, and not by compulsion, 
the army, as to external offensive operations, 
must be considered a distinct body from the mili- 
tia. There is great weight in the-remarks of my 
friend from Connecticut, with respect to the re- 
striction of two years imposed on Congress in 
appropriating money for the maintenance of an 
army. As to the regular troops no invasion of 
this important limitation can be made; but if the 
President possesses unbounded discretion as to 
the employment of the militia externally and in- 
ternally, then Congress also are freed from the 
fetters of this wholesome provision, and money 
may be appropriated, not only for two, but for 
any number of years to maintain your militia 
sent out of the country by compulsion in pursuit 
of foreign conquest. Is the honorable gentleman 
aware of the immense danger of his doctrine? 
Upon the principle he contends for, the President 
and,Congress may wield the whole. mass of the 
militia, in any manner and for any time they 


may think proper. Let me ask if this be not an 
important question—if there can arise one more 
important? In the establishment of the Federal 
Government, no doubt the people foresaw that 
occasions might arise when it would be necessary 
for them to fight pro aris et focis, when assailed 
by hostile opposition to the laws, by insurrection, 
by territorial invasion; but it was scarcely anti- 
cipated that a right. would be claimed by our 
rulers to lay their hands,upon our persons to 
force us into foreign war, and thus transform our 
mild and free Republic into the grossest tyranny, 
Sir, let the small States beware if, this.doctrine 
be true. They may easily be destroyed. Their 
militia called from their bomes into foreign ser. 
vice, the liberty and the property of their citizens 
would be at the mercy of the Government. The 
exercise of this monstrous power would be with- 
out restriction or control, A Virginia President 
might spare the militia of his own State. If it 
pleased his fancy the militia ot Vermont might 
be marched to a sultry southern climate, uncon- 
genial with their constitutions and habits, to 
make a conquest of the Floridas, while those to 
the southward might be sent op a wild-goose 
chase to the deserts of Nova Scotia. Let us at 
once exhibit a marked disapprobation of this 
alarming doctrine. We have hitherto manifested 
great forbearance and patience under the wrongs 
we have suffered from the two great belligerents 
of Europe. It has resulted from a-fondness for 
peace, a hatred for war, and these sentiments 
have been attended by an utter aversion to the 
policy of making foreign conquests. If our prin- 
ciples on the latter topic are now to be abandoned, 
let the work be undertaken by an army of mer- 
cenaries. Let hot the great body of our people 
be subjected to a military conscription for such a 
purpose, If they unite in the object, let it be 
willingly and not by compulsion. God forbid 
we should adopt any other plan! 

This House will, I trust, crush in its first bud- 
ding the monstrous principle to which I have 
given my feeble opposition. My honorable friend 
will, I hope, himself abandon it, and ackowledge 
that he has not, in this instance, applied his usual 
talents of investigation, nor foreseen the conse- 
quence of his. doctrine. The people will at all 
events never submit ‘to it. Pass your acts, but 
not a militiaman will march. The State gov- 
ernments will not permit you to force their citi- 
zens into a war of conquest and invasion, which 
will certainly array one past of your community 
against the other. I desire not to excite a spirit 
of hostility to the Government—but for one, | 
prize the enjoyment of Constitutional liberty too 
dearly to surrender it at the mandate of any Gov- 
ernment—its unconstitutional invasion I would 
resist at the hazard of my fortune and my life. 

Mr. Macon said, on this great Constitutional 
question, the best way of coming to a correct de- 
cision is for members to express their opinions 
freely upon it. According to the theory of our 
Government, Mr. M. observed, it required the 
State governments and the General:Government 
to form the nation, and the two Governments 
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ought to act in unison; they cannot work well in} Government has a right to use all the physical 


any other way. I 
tion guards the rights of each. When powers 
are given to the General Government by the 
Constitution they are expressly taken from the 
State governments. When the Constitution was 
adopted it was hot adopted by the people in 
their national character, but in their character as’ 
States. 

The Constitution ‘gives to Congress the power 
to lay taxes of every description; and it takes 
away from~the States the power to lay ‘impost 
and tonnage duties; because, if not taken away, 
theright would have remained. So in respect to 
the power of making war, it is given to Congress, 
and taken from the States. And in some cases 
it gives the States a right to do certain things 
by consent of Congress. 

It gives the power to Congress to make war, 
and to support armies, but not for a longer term 
than two years; but when it speaks of the militia 
there is no limitation as to them; because the 
power over them is left with the respective States, 
and Congress is only authorized to call them out 
for three purposes, viz: “to execute the laws, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions;” and to 
eflect these purposes was not supposed to.require 
an appropriation for more than two years. If the 
country was invaded, it was not meant that the 
militia alone should be relied upon to repel the 
invaders, but that they should be called out in 
aid of the army, or until the army could be col- 
lected for the purpose; so that there was no ne- 
cessity for a limitation with respect to the militia. 

Power is given to Congress to establish a navy ; 
the States may also keep a navy by consent of 
Congress, but not without. 

Congress have a right to govern the militia 
while in actual service, but at no other time. 

Congress is forbidden from granting any titles 
of nobility ; the States are forbidden also. Where 
the States are not to exercise a power, it is ex- 
pressly taken away from them by the Consti- 
tution. 

The President of the United States shall be 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Militia 
when called into actual service. 

Congress may raise an army for a year or six 
months; but when raised it must be like every 
other army, go to its place of destination, and not 
to be scattered all over the country. 

The question now occurs, whether the General 
or State Governments have the power to send the 


| 


{ 


which he would make a remark. 
said that this Government is only intended for 


defence. 
as a general principle; but there is a part of the 


quest, he did not know what is its meaning. 
deed it had always been so considered by every 
|man with whom he had acted in public life. 





In some respects the Constitu-| force of the nation in order to do her enemy all 
the injury she can. é‘ 


The Constitution prohibits any State from en- 


gaging in war, unless actually invaded, or in such 
imminent danger as will not admit of delay ; but 
ifa State were to. go to war, she would havea 
right to use her militia in any manner she pleased, 
in the same way that she would have done before 
the adoption of the Federal Constitution. — 


The United States Government and the State 


Governments acting in unison, must possess the 
whole sovereign power. 
Congress have the army given to them for the 
purpose of making war ; but the militia is left in 
the power of the States for their defence. But if 
a State give her consent for her militia to be sent 
without the limits of the United States, what 
shall hinder them from engaging in any service 
in which the General Government may find it 
for the interest of the country to employ them ? 
It was objected to this construction that the 
States might not agree to this course. 
kind of reasoning, on a discord existing between 
the General and State Governments, ought not to 
be countenanced. 
house divided against itself, cannot stand. It 
would be a new state things for a State to com- 
mit treason against the General Government. 


The objection is, that 


But this 


A nation, any more than a 


There is another part of the Constitution on 
It has been 


He was willing to acknowledge this 


Constitution, that, if it does not look towards eon- 
In- 


And is it not recollected that, when we were de- 
prived of the right of deposite at New Orleans 
almost every man believed that the United States 
might take New Orleans by force—might con- 
quer it and keep possession of it? There was 
scarcely any difference of opinion on the subject. 
The clauses of the Constitution to which he 
alluded are.in the following words: 

“New States may be admitted by the Congress into 
this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected 
within the jurisdiction of any other State; nor any 
State be formed by the junction of two or more States, 
without the consent of the Legislatures of the States 
concerned, as well as of the Congress. 

“The Congress shall have power to dispose of and 


militia without the limits of the United States ? | make all needful rules and regulations, respecting the 


He wished gentlemen, before he touched this part 
of the Constitution, to take a view of the States 
before the adoption of this Constitution, under 
the old Confederation. It will be recollected 
that the Southern militia was sent into Florida, 
and the Eastern into Canada, at the instance of 
the old Congress. And if the power has not been 
taken from the States, which no one would say 
it had, what can hinder the States from employ- 
ing the militia in the same way now? 

It appeared to be the opinion of some gentle- 
men that when the United States go to war the 


territory or other property belonging to the United 
States, and nothing in this Constitution shall be so 
construed as to prejudice any claims of the United 
States or of any particular State.” 


These clauses of the Constitution were no 
doubt intended to meet cases where new territory 
was acquired. Indeed there was an article in the 
ordinance of the old Confederation, whieh spoke 
more plainly, in which Canada is named. There 


is no doubt that this country was an object from 
the commencement of the Revolution, and was in- 
tended to be embraced under the new Government. 
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It appeared to him as if the framers of the, 
-Canstitution were determined to,leave no excuse 
for Territoriak governments; they seem to say, if 
you acquire additional territory, you shall form it 
into a State or States, which shall possess equal 
rights with yourselves. They had seen some of 
the evils arising from provincial government. 

Mr. M. said he was on the present occasion 
somewhat in the same situation as upon @ late 
question; and, if he were to judge from present 
appearances, as he should probably be on all the 
bills making preparations for war. He was wil- 
ling to vote for the bill as it stood at present; but 
he never would vote for anything which, in his 
opinion, infringed the Constitution. His opinions 
might be unpleasant to his friends, but he wished, 
above all, to have peace in his own breast. 

If we go to war, England will drive us into it; 
and in that case he was willing to give the Presi- 
dent as much of the physical force of the country 
as shall make the war efficient. 

Mr. Bacon said he should vote against striking 
out the first sections of this bill for the purpose of 
inserting those of the original bill. He was for 
retaining a militia volunteer force, not as the 
most effective force, because he was of opinion 
with the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Macon,) that they could not be marched out of 
the United States without the consent of the 
States to which they respectively belong; but he 
should suppose there would be no difficulty in 
obtaining this consent. He should wish, how- 
ever, that the bill might pass in such a formas 
that no one could be mistaken as to the purpose 
for which these volunteers were to be employed, 
He should view it as unfortunate if the bill. passed 
in its present shape; for if, on his return home, 
one of his neighbors were to ask him whether 
volunteers under this act would be liable to be 
marched out of the country, he might say no; 
when some other gentleman, who was present at 
the passing of the bill, might say yes. This 
would.Jeave people in a state of doubt and diffi- 
culty. He was in favor of the officers being ap- 
pointed by the several States; because, if ap- 
pointed by the President, it would be raising 
another army in adifferentform. The volunteers 
to be raised by this bill, will receive no pay until 
they are called iuto service. If this force, with 
the army already provided, should be deemed in- 
sufficient, he should have no objection to provide 
for another volunteer force, to be commissioned 
by the President. 

If the present motion shall not succeed, Mr. B. 
expressed his intention of moving an amendment, 
providing “ That this force shall not be marched 
out of the limits of the United States without 

the consent of the States to which they belong.” 

Mr. B. supposed there would be no difficulty 
in obtaining this consent. Many of the States 
had passed resolutions, offering their lives, for- 
tunes, and honor, in support of their country ; 
this application would serve to test the sincerity 
of these pledges, and he had no doubt the result 
would do credit to those who had made them. 

Mr. Porter said it was his wish, as he be- 
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lieved it to be the wish of gentlemen generally, 
that this force should be used efficiently against 
the British possessions. It was with this view 
that the bill was originally reported ; but he per- 
ceived that some gentlemen would vote in favor 
of the original bill, and others in favor of the 
amended bill, so. that it will be impossible to 
know their object. For the purpose of doing 
away this misunderstanding, he would, therefore, 
withdraw his amendment; and if this bill pass 
he would introduce another to raise a force 
which might be called out of the United States. 

Mr. PoinpextTerR renewed the motion which 
he had made in Committee of the Whole, provi- 
ding that the volunteers should sign an engage- 
ment to serve the United States, according to the 
provisions of this act, and when ealled into ser- 
vice, each volunteer shall be subject.to the rules 
and articles of war, and be called into the service 
of the United States to any place without the 
jurisdiction thereof. 

Mr. P., in supporting his motion, read an ex- 
tract from the speech of George Mason, in the 
Virginia Convention, to show that the authority 
of the United States to send the militia from one 
State to another, was viewed with jealousy, and 
that the idea of sending them out of ‘the United 
States, at that time, had never been entertained. 

Mr. Bacon was not convinced that the General 
Government had a right to send the militia out 
of the United States, without the consent of the 
State. The debate in the Virginia Convention, 
which had been cited, did not touch this question ; 
it related only to the calling of the militia out of 
one State to’another, With a view of bringing 
this question distinctly before the Committee, Mr. 
B. moved to add to this new section the follow- 
ing proviso: 

“ Provided, That no company, battalion, regiment, 
or brigade of such volunteers, shall be marched to any 
place out of the jurisdiction of the United States, with- 
out the previous consent of the State or Territory to 
which they may belong.” 


Mr. Key said that the Constitution is a com- 
pact between the States and the General Gov- 
ernment, and by the amendment ty it which has 
been adopted, it is declared that what has not 
been granted by the States is retained by them 
or the people. By this instrument the power to 
raise armies, when the exigencies of the Govern- 
ment shall require it, is granted; and the militia 
are reserved to the States for their defence. No 
legislative act of Congress can confer, upon this 
Government, a greater power than the Constitu- 
tion gives. The Government have no power to 
use the militia in any place exterior to the limits 
of the United States, nor in any part of the Uni- 
ted States other than in the State to which the 
militia belong, except in the three cases mentioned 
in the Constitution, viz: “in repelling invasions,” 
“suppressing insurrections,” and “executing the 
laws.” A commission given toa militia officer 
can have no validity without the United States, 
nor within the United States other than in the 
particular States, except in the three cases before 
mentioned ; for instance, a person commissioned 
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asa major, by the laws. of Maryland, cannot act| If he distinctly heard the delegate from the 
by virtue of that commission exterior to the | Mississippi Territory, he also understood him to 
limits of the United States, nor in any other | say, that it was conceded that a citizen of the 
State than the State of Maryland, except in “repel- | United States might at any time expatriate him- 
ling invasions,” “suppressing insurrections,” and | self, and enter into any foreiga service; for in- 
« executing the laws.” ‘This being the case, the } stance, into the service of Great Britain, or the 
amendment of the delegate from the Mississippi | French Emperor, in a war against his own coun- 
Territory,,which goes to confer a power upon|try. Mr. K. said he, in foto, denied that doctrine. 
the President to order the militia differently from | The gentleman could not derive that opinion from 
what the Constitution warrants, upon the militia | any eminent writer, or from any decision of any 
stipulating to that effect, cannot alter the case. | court. No State had within his knowledge, by 
Jtis not in the power of the militia thas to con-| any act, implied such doctrine, without it was 
fer their services, and thus deprive the State of | the State of Virginia. ‘That State had prescribed 
them; nor can the amendment, proposed by the | the manner in which a citizen might expatriate 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Bacon) to| himself. But by preseribing the mode in which 
the former amendment, vary the case—for an | it may be done, it demonstrates that upon general 
objection of equal weight occurs, which is, that it | principles, a citizen has no right to expatriate 
is not competent for the Legislature of any State | himself. If the gentleman is right, in what cases 
to give such a consent, and thus deprive the citi- | may your citizens leave your country, and enter 
zens of ‘such State of the protection and defence | into the service of your enemy? Where is your 
which is thus secured to them by the Consti-| line of distinction? Suppose you march your 
tution. militia into Canada, as contemplated, and your 
Mr. K. said he had understood that the delegate | militiaman shdéuld think that was a convenient 
from the Mississippi Territory had read, from the | time and opportunity to expatriate, and leave your 
debate in the Virginia Convention, the opinion | service for that of your enemy—according to this 
of Mr. George Mason and others, to prove, that | doctrine, would he not havea rightsotodo? But 
where the: consent of the militia is obtained in | do you imagine, if he was to be taken and brought 
the way now proposed, they might be sent with- | before a court martial, that his exercise of this 
out the limits of the Union. He asserted that | right would be a good defence ? 
there was no such question discussed in that| Mr. K. said the cause of the difficulty which 
Convention, nor did their debates show any such | the House now experienced, was this: that a dis- 
fact. The jealousy of those patriots was, that, in | guise and cover is thrown over the object of our 
the cases mentioned in the Constitution, the | present deliberations; the real object is kept from 
militia might be called by the Government from | the people. He would not say that this is the 
any particular State to go into one very remote; | intention of any gentleman in the House, but the 
as, for instance, from the State of Georgia to | mode of conducting this business has that effect. 
Vermont, and in consequence of being thus ha-| If the design is to carry on a foreign war, and 
rassed and distressed, there might be danger of the | the exigence.of the country required an army of 
ere consenting to a constant standing army. | seventy or eighty thousand men, tell the people 
his was what those patriots wished to guard | so, and they will be ready to give you the army ; 
against; and it was urged by them, that in such | this you have the power and the right to demand 
cases, the consent of the States to which the |of them. But they will and ought to insist upon 
militia belonged should be first obtained. reserving to themselves the militia, their own 
He reprobated and remonstrated against the | appropriate defence, which the Constitution, the 
doctrine which had been advanced, that the Presi- | sacred compact between you and them, has guar- 
dent had the power, in case of foreign war, to | antied for their benefit and protection. 
order the militia to march without the United |’ Mr. Ruea observed that he would not undertake 
States. It is a doctrine which the people never | to show the relation which the doctrine of per- 
have, and never will consent to. It ought to | petual allegiance had to the bill to authorize the 
alarm every friend to the Constitution and the | President to accept the service of a number of 
liberties of the people. What might be the con- | volunteers;* but as that doctrine had been ad- 
sequence, with an ambitious, unprincipled Chief | vanced, prior to this day, in this House, it may 
Magistrate? Congress have power to raise ar-| be proper to say something about it, for, if left 
mies to carry on a foreign war; twenty-five thou- | unnoticed, it may be taken for granted—what 
sand or fifty thousand regular troops are raised | will be said may have some bearing on the ques- 
in consequence of such a war; according to the | tion under consideration in the manner it has 
construction which has been given to the Con- | been treated. 
stitution, the militia may be ordered by the Presi-| The doctrine of perpetual allegiance is an off- 
dent to go upon that foreign war, and the stand- | spring of the once celebrated doctrine of the 
ing army may be kept and used for ambitious | divine right of kings; a doctrine which the cele- 
purposes, in the States from which the militia | brated Filmer treated copiously of, about the 
have gone. Where, then, would be your force to | time of the celebrated James the Sixth of Scot- 
defend your liberties against this mercenary band, | land, and First of England, who, not content with 
who should, under an unprincipled Chief Magis- | being King of England and Scotland, and ina 
trate, attempt to destroy them? He said the | manner arbiter of Europe, in the time of the 
doctrine was too monstrous to be endured. Great Henry of France, desired also to be num- 
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bered among the most learned theologists, the 
most sublime poets, and great musicians of his 
age; for neither of which he was qualified by 
nature, and art could do but little for him. This 
doctrine of divine right of kings, and its offspring, 
perpetual.allegiance, wonderfully flourished and 
produced abundance of sour fruit in his time and 
in that of his suceessors, until, in the time of the 
second James, the third William, at the memora- 
ble battle of the Boyne, by a powerful argument, 
-direeted to James in person, convinced him that 
the doctrine of the divine right of kings was not 
tenable; and, under that impressive conviction, 
James fled to France, and there remained reflect- 
ing on the loss of their kingdoms. The British 
Parliament, in the mean time, not believing the 
doctrine of the divine right of kings, enacted a 
law settling the crown of the three Kingdoms on 
William and his amiable consort, Mary, and 
thereby exploded that strange doctrine The 
notion of perpetual allegiance ought to have 
shared the fate of its spurious parent; but it con- 
tinued to answer political purposes, and for sub- 
ject of discourse. 

All the nations on this earth compose one 
family; sound reason and common sense declare 
that a man may transfer himself from the family 
of his parent to another family, and dwell there- 
with. A man being a ‘citizen or subject of one 
Government, and not employed in the actual 
service thereof, has a natural and inalienable 
right to transfer himself from that Government 
or nation to another; to renounce and abjure all 
allegiance to the Government. he came from ; and 
to bind himself in fidelity and allegiance to, and 
to become a citizen of the nation of his choice, in 
pursuance of the laws of the Government thereof. 
If the doctrine of perpetual allegiance be true, 
what shall be said for, or in what condition are 
they who have emigrated from the British domin- 
ions to the United States since the Treaty of 
Peace? If this doctrine be true, they continue 
to be British subjects, notwithstanding they have 
deen naturalized, and have bound themselves by 
solemn oath in allegiance to the United States. 
To which of the two nations or Governments do 
they belong? In this case there is no choice, 
and like all other claims, the eldest must take, if 
the doctrine alluded to be true. Are we pre- 
pared to surrender the principle and all the men 
alluded to? I, said Mr. R., am not; many of 
these men are well known to me—they are good 
citizens, and prepared to vindicate the rights of 
their adopted country. But this doctrine, to- 
gether with its spurious parent, “the divine right 
of kings.” is banished and driven from these 
United States. In the eighth section of the first 
article of the Constitution, it is provided that 
“ Congress shall have power to establish an uni- 
form rule of naturalization.” This power denies 
perpetual allegiance—the principles of perpetual 
allegiance and naturalization are repugnant to, 
and inconsistent with each other; if one be right, 
the other is not. The Constitution of the United 
States is paramount, and the supreme law, and 
the highest authority, and commands all respect 
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and observance; it has humanely provided a 
resting place for the wearied and oppressed, and 
secures it to them, being naturalized. 

The system for raising a force of volunteers. 
(taking into view the original bill, and the amend- 
ment offered by the Committee on Foreign Rela. 
tions, and other propositions, ) has assumed a pe- 
culiar form, and not being willing to sanction an 
principle.which, in my humble opinion, will bear 
against the sovereignties of the individual States, 
I will vote, said Mr. R., against the amendments 
now offered. The Constitution acknowledges 
two species only of military foree—the militia, 
anda regular army. The Constitution empow- 
ers the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of. the Senate, to appoint and conimission 
all otficers of a regular army. To the States, 
respectively, is reserved the power of appointing 
and giving commissions to all officers of the mil- 
itia. Where the Constitution has fixed this busi- 
ness, there let it remain. So long as it remains, 
the individual States, in their sovereign capaci- 
ties, if they be true to themselves, have nothing 
to fear from the designs of any usurping military 
chief. If the President be authorized to accept 
the force in the manner contemplated, a direction 
to that force will be given. . If the bill under con- 
sideration in the form it now has, shall become a 
law, and will not suffi¢iently answer the design 
originally intended by it, that defect can be rem- 
edied by a, bill properly fitted and detailed for 
that purpose. 

The question being taken on Mr. Bacon's 
amendment to the amendment; it was negatived, 
there being five votes only for it. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and negatived, there being only nine votes 
in favor of it. 

Mr. Pickens moved to strike out the first sec- 
tion of the bill, in order to insert the first section 
of the bill first reported ; which motion was neg- 
atived, there being only ten votes for it. 

The Committee then rose,reported the bill and 
amendments, and the House adjourned. 





Tvuespay, January 14. 

Mr. Guo.son, from the Committee of Claims 
made a report on the petition of Peter Mills, refer- 
red to them the twenty-ninth of November last; 
which was concurred in by the House. 


JUDGE TOULMIN. 


Mr. Jonnson and Mr. PoinpexTer presented 
sundry documents in refutation of the charges 
contained in the presentment by the Grand Jury 
of Baldwin county, in the Mississippi Territory, 
against Harry Toulmin; which were read, and 
ordered to be referred to the committee appointed, 
on the twenty-first ultimo, on the letter from 
Cowles Mead, Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Mississippi Territory, enclosing 
a copy of the above-mentioned presentment. 

Mr. Ruea moved that the select committee, to 
whom was referred the presentment against Judge 
Toulmin, be discharged from a further consider- 
ation of the subject, as every member who had 
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heard thé representation read to the House this| by the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
morning, must be convinced that the charges made | Cueves) that the sovereign power given to Con- 
against that gentleman were entirely without | gress to declare war, includes in it the power of 
foundation ; and that he had acted the part of an | using the whole physical force of the Govern- 
upright man. ment for this purpose. But this is a doctrine of 

Mr. Pornpexter was of opinion that the char- | construction, and he well recollected the expres- 
ves brought against the Judge were not only un- | sion of a venerable gentleman, who now holds an 
founded, but that they proceeded from corruption; | eminent place in the courts of this country, that, 
but he hoped the committee would not be dis- |“ it was better not to execute a positive power 
charged, as he had received aletter from the Judge, | given by the Constitution, than to. force one of 
in which he says he shall be able to transmit such | doubtful construction.” The Bank of the United 
evidence as will convince every man that the | States had its origin inconstruction, and so had 
charges have no foundation. He hoped, therefore, | the alien and sedition laws; and if this doctrine 
the papers would remain referred, that a report | of construction was to be extended, in the man- 
might be made upon the subject which would | ner contended for, from the power given to Con- 


set the matter in a proper light to the world. gress to make war, Congress would become om- 

The motion 'to discharge the committee was | nipotent. There would be no limitation to its 
negatived. powers, + 

VOLUNTEER CORPS. Mr. G. said, in construing the Constitution, we 


ought to examine its several parts, and not give 
The House then took up the order of the day | one part of it a construction that will destroy 


' on the bill for authorizing the President to accept | other parts. Every part must have given to it its 


of a volunteer corps. proper force and meaning, and no more. “Con- 


Mr. Guouson felt great difficulty in deciding | gress shall have power to raise and support ar- 
upon the bill before the Committee. He was mies.” Where is the necessity, therefore, of 
concerned to be obliged to differ in opinion from | resorting to construction for more power? If 
gentlemen for whom he entertained the highest |-they have troops and money, these are sufficient 
respect. -He coincided in sentiment with the | for carrying on war. : 
gentleman from Kentucky as to the efficiency of | But, it seems, we are to go to war, not with 
a volunteer army. No one had more confidence | the means given to us by the Constitution, but by 
in volunteers than he should have. He believed | means of a volunteer force, a milita force, a State 
it to be that description of force which might be | force, over which Congress has no proper control, 
most relied upon. But, in organizing this force, | €xcept in certain specified cases, Indeed, if this 
reference ought to be had to the object proposed | Corps were to be marched under the authority of 
tobe accomplished by it, and it ought to be as- | Congress, the States would have the power of 
certained whether this force be equal to the at- | disbanding them whenever they thought proper, 
tainment of ‘it. by revoking the commissions of their officers. 

Can this force be employed against Canada, or | This would place the United States in a sit- 
in the reduction of Quebec? He could not say | Uation which was.never contemplated by the 
that'it could, with confidence, because he felt a | framers of the Constitution, They meant that 
difficulty in deciding the question. He did not | Congress should make war with troops of their 
like, in the prosecution of so important an ob- | OW" raising, and which should be under the com- 
ject, to employ means of doubtful construction. | mand of officers appointed by the Executive. 
Would it not comport more with propriety, and | Mr. G. said he should vote for this bill, because, 
the interest of the country, to employ a force | though he considered the force in the light of a 
against which no objection could be made, and | militia force only, it would leave the whole of 
respecting which no one could be mistaken? He | the army at liberty to march against the enemy. 
thought it would. But he had no expectation that the additional 


It appeared to him that the General Govern- | troops would be raised in time. The first onset 
ment had power to call out the militia, in the | ought to be made with volunteers, to be seconded 


three cases mentioned in the Constitution only ; | by the regular force of the country. 





and no one can say this volunteer corps isa reg-| Mr. G. concluded with moving an amendment 
ular force, because its officers are to be appointed | to strike out the second section of the bill. 
by the governments of the several States. It is,| The Speaker declared the amendment out of 


therefore, essentially a militia force, and cannot | order, adding that the gentleman might come at 
be employed beyond the limits of the United | his object by voting against the bill. 
States. He had not, however, formed an opinion |__Mr. Smitte agreed with the gentleman from 
entirely satisfactory to himself ; but he was in- | Virginia in one thing, that this force must be re- 
clined to believe this force could not be employed | lied on In the first lastance, and he was, there- 
in a foreign war. If it can, the power must be | fore, in favor of it. But the question is, now, 
derived constructively from some other clause of | whether we shall have a regular force of seventy- 
the Constitution. five thousand men, or if fifty thousand of them 
Under the authority given to repel invasion, he shall be volunteers? He had voted against the 
supposed these volunteers might cross the boun- proposition for obtaining the consent of the States, 
dary line in driving off an enemy who had in- | because he did not wish the House to decide that 
vaded the country. But, it has been contended | question at present. But the gentleman from 
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Virginia says the States might withdraw these 


troops ata critical moment. Can the gentleman 
suppose such a state of things? Does he con- 
sider the nature of the Government.under which 
we act? Alli power is in the people. We-ean 
neither raise mem, nor. go to war without their 
consent ; and if it should ever happen that a war 
should be commenced contrary to the opinions of 
the State governments, or the people, it would 
have to be abandoned in disgrace. 

Mr. Bueecxer.—Mr. Speaker, I am. prepared 
to vote for the bill on our table. As it isenow 
framed, it seems to be wholly free from the Con- 
stitutional question which has been discussed here 
for some days. © But as it appears from the obser- 
vations just now made by the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr..Guo.son,) that our votes on this 
bill will still have reference to that questions and 
as I do not perceive that they will show our in- 
dividual impressions on a subject of so much im- 
portance and interest, | avail myself of this occa- 
sion, to express my disapprobation of the doctrine 
which has been maintained with great ability and 
ingenuity respecting the power of this Govern- 
ment over the militia—a power, utterly incom- 


patible with the design and prominent features of 


the Constitution—a power, compared with which 
the horrors of the French conscription are mercy, 
and dreadful as the levies en masse of those whom 
we call tyrants of Europe. When the existence 
of sucha powerin the General Government isseri- 
ously contended for, and when it is stated on this 
floor that it is believed that the Chief Magistrate 
of the United States is of opinion that such a 
power is conferred by the Constitution, it certain- 
ly behooves us to express our sentiments respect- 
ing it, 

When the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Cueves,) on Saturday, contended for this 
power, my faculties were for a moment confound- 
ed by the novelty and strangeness of the doctrine, 

, the talent and ingenuity with which it was urged, 
and the high authority which was supposed to be 
in favor of it. The knowledge of the most fami- 
liar maxims, principles, and rules of construction 
failed me; and to discover whether I had com- 
pletely misunderstood the provisions and charac- 
ter of the Constitution in relation to the point io 
question, I left the House during the debate to 
examine the valuable commentary on it, of which 
it has been justly and elegantly said that “it com- 
presses the wisdom. of ages, and pours original 
light on the science of government.” But in the 
letters of Publius I could find nothing like this 
new exposition. After a little reflection, however, 
on what had been urged, no argument was left 
on my mind in support of this strange doctrine, 
but theargument ad verecundiam—and the autho- 
rity and influence of name and talent. 

I hardly know, sir, how to make an argument 
on such asubject. Itis so plain tomy mind, that, 
but for the singular skill and ingenuity of the gen- 
tleman, (Mr. Cueves,) I should have supposed it 
utterly unsusceptible of discussion. 
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that this power is national and sovereign jin jt; 
nature, that it involves all the consequences of 
war, and the means of carrying it on. 

Let us, for a moment, look atthe Constitution 
Is not its prominent feature a delegation by the 
States or by the people of specific powers to the 
General Government, for the purpose of effecting 
the ends and objects of the confederation? These 
powers are clearly and precisely defined. Ip ye. 
lation to the subject before us, we have first, the 
power to declare war. And what does this cop. 
fer? - Surely, nothing more than the right to de. 
termine the question of war ‘or peace. It was ip- 
tended that this should be a matter of national 
concern, that no State should individually engage 
in war, but that a subject of such importance and 
general interest should belong to the Legislature 
of the Union. The terms of this grant of power 
do not include the means or mode of carrying on 
war. For this there are other distinct precise 
powers. They immediately follow the power to 
declare war. What are they? 

To raise and support armies, &c ; 
| To provide and maintain a navy; 

To make rules for the government and regula- 
tion of the land and naval forces. 

Next comes the power— 

To provide for calling forth the militia, to exe- 
cute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, 
and repel invasions. 

The means of carrying on the war, are express- 
ly and directly granted, and of consequence can- 
not be included in the power to declare war. This 
would be inconsistent with every rule of interpre- 
tation and the whole complexion of the Constitu- 
tion. Why attempt to get. anything by implica- 
tion? Why resort to construction, where you 
have an express grant of power. 

The-only power granted with respect to the 
use you can make of ;the militia for warlike pur- 
poses is, to pm for calling them out to repel 
invasion. You have no powers, sir, but those del- 
egated—all others are reserved to the people or 
the States. With respect to the militia, you have 
no power but to call them out to execute the laws 
of the Union, suppress insurrections, and re pel in- 
vasions. You can command their services in no 
other cases, fur you have no power but what is 
expressly granted, The right to use the militia, 
and to march them out of the United States for 
the purpose ef active, offensive war, is not grant- 
ed—therefore you have nosuchright. Can any- 
thing in the world be plainer? It requires no ar- 
gument., He that runs may read it. 

Reference has been made to the discussion on 
the question of the constitutionality of the Bank 
of the United States. That subject affords me an 
iHustration of the subject now under debate, which, 
if it is understood, i think must be satisfactory. 
It was contended by the advocates of the Bank, 
that the Federal Government was sovereign as to 
all the objects for which it was instituted, and that 
a sovereign power includes a right to all the means 
applicable to the attainment of the ends for which 





But what is the ground on which he relies? | the power was given, The Bank was supposed 
He says Congress have the power to declare war; ! to be one of these means. But, sir. suppose that 
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among the powers of Congress enumerated in the 
Constitution, there had been a power to incorpor- 
ate a bank for a specific and limited purpose, 
would Congress have had the power to institute 
, bank for any other purpose than that specified ? 
Certainly not, sir; there could have been no de- 
pate about such a question. The case supposed 
and the one before us are perfectly parallel. Con- 
oréss would have had power to incorporate a bank 
for the specific purpose, but could not have estab- 
lished any other bank, for any other purpose, or 
with a sphere of operation different from that pre- 
scribed. So here, they can require the service of 
the militia in the three specified cases, and in no 
other. 

But another. consideration is pressed with great 
confidence. It is said that the power given to Con- 
gress by the Constitution, “ to provide for calling 
out the militia to execute the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions,”. has 
mma to a state of peace; that the invasion 
of our territory does not necessarily suppose a 
state of war, and that writers on national and pub- 
lic law speak of invasion as an: event distinct 
fom war. I have not-had an opportunity to ex- 
amine books on the subject; but'to me, invasion, 
the term used in the Constitution, is a plain Eng- 
lish words It is possible that a hostile incursion 
on our territory may not always amount to or be 
coincident with a.state of war; but invasion must 
iD most instances amount to war. Is it not in it- 
self in almost every imstance a positive unequivo- 
caLact of war ?. It is not, however, enough for 
the honorable gentleman to show that invasion 
may exist without war. To bear him ont in this 
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cease. There is another objection—the Constitu- 
tion provides, that all officers who serve the Uni- 
ted States, (except in the three cases in which 
the militia may be called out,) shall be appointed 
by the President and Senate ; but if the exposition 
now urged be just, and the militia may be used 
for the purpose of offensive war, the United States 
would have officers in their service, in their wars, 
not appointed by the authority to which the Con- 
stitution has given the right of appointment. It 
was wisely provided that the President and Sen- 
ate should be responsible for the character and 
oer of the officers of the United States, 

ut, sir, the constfuction now set up, would, in 
this respect, defeat this wholesome provision. 
This construction, sir, is to meentirely new. The 
opponents of the Constitution were alarmed by 
the power enabling Congress to call out the mili- 
tia, for the purposes mentioned in the Constitu- 
tion. They complained that it was very hard 
that Congress should haye the power.to order the 
militia from one extremity of the Union to the 
other, to execute the laws or suppress insurrec- 
tions. But, I believe that not the least hint of the 
power to call them out for the purpose of offen- 
sive or foreign war, can be found in any of the 
debates or political writings which the Constitu- 
tion oceasioned. 

{ was much instructed . yestetday by the judi- 
cious Observations made on this subject by the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Macon.) He 
supposes, if [ understand him correctly, that the 
United States may obtain the service of the mili- 
tia by an agreement with the States. He says 
that the States on entering into the confederacy 


part of his argument, he must satisfy us that in- | surrendered no powers but those expressly grant- 


vasion is necessarily and always an event distinct } ed to the General Government. 


Before the con- 


from war; for if it may be coincident with war, | federation, they had the right to use thé militia 


if itean in any case be itself an act of war, thea 
the Constitution has provided that in that event 
of a war the militia may be called out; and hav- 
ing provided for that particular case, Congress can 


have no right to call them out for any other war- | serve in the war. 


like purpose. 
other side, therefore wholly fails. 

The power contended for, is certainly inconsis- 
tent with the design of the framers of the Consti- 
tution. It was intended that the States should 
reserve to themselves (except. in the three cases 
specified) the militia, as their own peculiar mili- 
tary force. This was wise; and it is happy for 
us that the Constitution is so framed. A regular 
army alone is fit for active offensive war. The 
militia may be useful in repelling sadden inva- 
sions; they may be the best force for suppressing 
insurrections, and enforcing the execution of’ the 
laws, because they are less odious to the people 
than regular troops. But, sir, it. would be extremie- 
ly inconvenient, as well as incompatible with the 
principles of the Constitution, that the General 
Government should carry on war by means of the 
militia. The commissions of the officers depend 
on State authority—they may expire to-day or to- 
morrow—you know not when; and when you 
Were Out On an important expedition with your 
militia army, the authority of its officers might 
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| 


! 
} 
! 
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as they pleased ; and therefore the honorable gen- 
tleman suggests that the States may. now com- 
bine with the United States in carrying on a war, 
and, by a compact between them, the militia may 
This, sir, may beso. I will, 


This part of the argument on the*| however, submit, whether the existence of the 


States in their political capacity, can be recog- 
nised at all for any of the purposes-of war. Are 
they not in that respect annihilated, 

There was, Mr. Speaker, another bill on our 
table, by. which a volunteer corps was to be rais- 
ed, whose officers were to .be appointed by the 
President. The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Cueves) seemed to think that bill uncon- 
stitutional, and read from Judge Tucker’s Notes 
on Blackstone’s Commentaries, an opinion by 
which a similar law passed in 1798, is pronounced 
a violation of the Constitution. I may err, sir, 

| for I am sensible of the value of Judge Tucker’s 
Commentary to the American lawyer and states- 
man, but I must be permitted to think sucha law 
perfectly Constitutional ; as the troops raised by 
it would be officered by the President, they would 
be part of the regulararmy. This note of Judge 
Tucker was probably written hastily, and with- 
out much consideration. The volunteer corps 
contemplated by the present bill, however, will 
be a mere militia.. As such, I vote for it. 
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Mr. RopMan moved to amend the bill, by add- 
ing the word militia, so as to read volunteer mili- 
tia force. ; 

Mr. FinpLey.—Mr. Speaker: I am opposed to 
the motion of my colleague, (Mr. Ropman,) to 
insert the term militia into this bill, It is not 
used in either the bill or in the title by the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Relations, nor ought ‘it to be 
introduced. The militia, under different names 
in different countries, are such inhabitants‘as are 
always obliged, for the general protection, to obey 
the call of the Government made according to 
law, or to be punished for not doingso. They do 
not serve as volunteers, but'are under an indispen- 
sable obligation. This principle arises from the 
law of nature, under which it is every man’s duty 


to protect himself; on entering into political so- | 


ciety, he-hasarightto the protection of the society. 


To contribute to this protection, every member of | 


the society is under a moral obligation to do it in 
the manner prescribed by law. This law consti- 
‘tutes what in this country and in Britain is called 
a militia, in France a conscription, and in other 
nations by other names; but in all nations, it is 
totally distinct from volunteers. All men who 
enlist of their own free will into a regular army, 
are volunteers in doing so. In Britain, it is vol- 
unteers that are by the recruiting officers invited 
at the drum-head to enlist. The only difference 
between the regular army directed to be raised, 
and the volunteers proposed in the bill, is the dif- 
ference in the terms on, and time for, which tlrey 
engage ;.but when they are called into service 
agreeable to their voluntary engagements, they 
are both qualified for every purpose of war, and 
they are equally distinct from militia. 

Mr. ae I had made up my mind to vote 
for the bill, though I would have preferred’ that 
which has been laid aside as the simple and best 
suited to the object proposed. Presuming that 
the choice of their own officers is a characteristic 
difference between the volunteers and the eplisted 
regiments, the signing of commissions is little 
more than matter of form, but a necessary form ; 
if it even answered no other purpose, it is neces- 
sary to procure suitable treatment and exchange 
to such officers as may have the misfortune to Be 
taken ; and even for this purpose, their being 
signed by the President would be most corve- 
nient; but, whether the officers be commissioned 
by the President or the States, as soon as the 
volunteers bring themselves under the engage- 
ments proposed in the bill, they are no longer a 
militia, but are as much qualified for the service 
so much spoken of, as the regular troops. It is 
with this view that I will vote for the bill. So 
many doubts have been started on the floor of the 
power of Congress to employ the militia out of 
the Territories of the United States, that it may 
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posed by the bill, I take to be intended to aid the 
more permanent army, or to supply the want of 
it for internal defence, or offensive operations, as 


| the case may require. Their voluntary engage. 


ment distinguishes them from the’ militia, by: 
does not divest them oftheir patriotism, 
Mr. Witson observed, that it is the duty of 
the President to communicate, from time to time. 
to Congress, such measures as he shall judge ne- 


| cessary and expedient; and at the ees of the 


present session, he had recommended to Congress 
to put the nation into a warlike attitude; to {ijl 
up the present militia establishment ; to raise teq 
thousand additional troops. Congress has not 


only filled up the old estabiishment, but raised 


twenty-five thousand additional men. He be- 
lieved the bill before the House necessary, as it 
will be a.means of bringing forward men from 
the militia who can most conveniently leave their 
homes; no doubt they wiil be considered as yol- 
unteers‘for the internal defence of the country, 
under the’ provision of the Constitution. . 

He should be alarmed at the idea of raising a 
regular force of eighty-five thousand men, when 
the Executive had only asked for ten thousand. 
The House was told the spirit of the nation was 


‘up. ‘He believed the people wished the country 


to be put in a posture of defence—in a situation 
prepared for war. He should have been willing 
to vote for raising ten thousand additional troops, 
though he voted against twenty-five thousand; 
and he certainly should not now think of adding 
fifty thousand more to. those already granted; 
and if the appointment of the officers were to be 
placed in the President, these volunteers would 
be nothing different from regulars, except as to 
the’ term of service; and if the bill were to be 
passed in this form, the volunteers would not be 
got; the men would be willing to engage to ex- 
ecute the laws, suppress insurrections, and repel 
invasions, but not in a foreign conquest. 
Respecting the right of the General Govern- 
ment to send these volunteers out of the United 


* 


States, under the bill as it now stands, the ques- 
tion had been so fully discussed that it was unne- 
cessary to add another word to what had been 
said. It was, to him, a@ perfectly new idea that 
d any such power; and it was an 
idea which he coald not believe had the least 
foundation in the Constitution. 
Mr. RepMan’s amendment was negatived. 
Mr. Bacon moved that the word “fifty” be 
struck out,of the bill, and “twenty” inserted in 
its place. He was of opinion with those gentle- 
men who consider this force as a militia force, 
and competent for domestic purposes only, such 
as are mentioned in the Constitution. He thought 
twenty thousand men of this description would 
be sufficient for acting on the seaboard, manning 


be improper ‘to attempt it. Admitting as an,| fortifications, or repelling any incursions which 
amendment the term “ militia,” could not make | may be made into the country. Should this mo- 
the volunteers, when engaged, to be such. The | tion be agreed to, and the bill become a law, he 
militia, as defined by the militia law, sti]l remain | would bring in another bill for raising a volunteer 
liable to the call of the United States, or of the | force of a description calculated for the object 
individual States, either in classes ot in mass, | which all wished to be effected. If the present 
as occasion may require. The volunteers pro.!amendment was agreed to, he would propose 
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another in the third section, providing that this 
force shall not be marched out of the jurisdiction 
of the United States. 

Mr. Smitie hoped the amendment would not 
revail. “He wished the bill might pass without 
amendment. He thought the regular force al 
ready voted was larger than could be raised. , He 
hoped the House would not add any moréxto 
them. 

Mr. Netson hoped the motion of thé gentle- 
man from Massachusetts would not he agreed to. 
Jf any man will turn his eyes to the map of thre 
United States, and observe the extensiveness of 
our frontier, he will be satisfied that twenty thou- 
sand men would be an inadequate force for the 
purpose of guarding it. Instead of reducing the 
number of volunteers, he had rather the number 
should be one hundred thousand than fifty thou- 
sand, 

The amendment proposed to the third seetion 
of the bill would be objectionable, on the ground 
of its interfering with a power belonging to the 
Executive, as Commander-in-Chief, of directing 
the employment of these volunteers as he shall 
deem proper. 

Mr. Gronpy thought it better to reduce the 
number’of men to be raised by this bill to that 
which would be sufficient for internal purposes. 
He was of opinion with those who considered 
the militia as the shield of the several, States; 
and the army as the instrument with which to 
carry on war. If, said he,-more men are ap- 
propriated to internal defence than-are necessary, 





it will be taking so many from the effective force | 


intended to be raised by another bill to go against 
Canada. He was clearly in favor of volunteers 
for both these objects, 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania says, he 
will rely on the fifty thousand. volunteers propos- 
ed to be raised by the bill as it now stands. If 
he could show that these men, or any part of 
them, could be sent to Canada, he would rely 
upon them too; but if this could not be shown, 
he could not rely uponthem. He was, therefore, 
for raising two descriptions of volunteers, one for 
internal defence, and the other for going against 
the British provinces, He was not afraid of this 
regular force; they were to be engaged for a 
short period only, and when that expired, they 
would return home.. Mr. G. read some extracts 
from the speech of Colonel George Nicholas, in 
the Virginia Convention, in support of what he 
had advanced. 

Mr. Ranpvotpa wished to say a few words. 
He trusted the very few observations which he 





I see, too, said he, a disposition to diminish the 
true defensive force of the States—to cut it down, 
to whittle it away, so soon as it is discovered that 
it cannot be used for purposes of aggrandizement 
and ambition. Gentlemen are willing to dimin- 
ish as much as you please the national force, 
while embodied as militia, to give nourishment 
to the standing army; to diminish as much as 
possible ‘the defence of the States, in order to 
make theif attack on the British provinces; but 
weare to rely upon twenty thousand militia only, 
scattered over our vast frontier, for protection at 
home. 

Shall we be told, that whilst this House is 
ready to vote one hundred thousand men to go 
against a foreign province, they will be satisfied 
with twenty thousand men for our defence? He 
would not even so.much as insinuate that the 
local situation of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
far removed as he is from the seacoast, had any 
influence upon his opinion in this case. 

He had thought from the argument of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, who agreed with him 
that these volunteers will be.a militia force, that 
he would have been for increasing, rather than 
diminishing its amount. He had no doubt any 
number of men would be found ready to defend 
their native soil, though not disposed to go ona 
windmill quixotic expedition to-‘Quebec. 

Mr. R. would tell the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, that befofe he gets his volunteers ready to 
march to Canada—for God knows they have had 
warning enough—Great Britain may have sent 
out a fleet with 5,000 men to Halifax, who may, 
in five days, reach some of the most vulnerable 
parts of our country, at the mouth of the Hud- 
son, Delaware, or Chesapeake, and do us incal- 
culable mischief. Mr. R. said the President 
would not dare, because it would violate his duty 
to the nation over which he presides, to send out 
a militia force to invade Canada. 

What! send out an army to invade a barren, 
frozen wilderness—a country—so help me God! 
(exclaimed Mr. R.,) which, if the British Minis- 
ter would make me a present of; I would not 
accept. 

He knew that through the’ influence of the 
public prints, and all those ‘arts by which the 
public mind is'wrought upon, an effervescence 
had been produced throughout the country in 
favor of war measures, and which was ready to 
fix an odium on all those who are unwilling that 
the good people of these United States should be 
involved in a war for the purpose of getting pos- 
session of a wretched’ territory, filled with tories 


had to make, and which would not have been! and refugees, who would prove a curse to the 
made but for some remarks which had fallen | Union, by bringing new forces and allies to that 
from the gentleman from Tennessee, would not | party which is known by the name of the Essex 
subject him to any charge of wishing to obstruct | Junto. 


the public business. After having debated five 


There may be a few persons, said Mr. R., who, 


days on the proposition of the Committee of For- | from the madness of the times, may be willing to 
eign Relations, he had thought, when the vote | embark in this business; but he trusted when the 
was taken yesterday, that the ground of debate 
was setiled; but he saw, to his great surprise, 
Without any object or foundation, the debate still 
going on to-day in the sare round. 


virtue and good sense of the people came to re- 
fleet upon the subject, that this war-fever would 
subside. He would venture to predict that in six 
moaths the whole would vanish. 
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Mr, R. was surprised at the process which this | would remain among us without any distrust, like 
bill had gone through. When he heard of so so many spies upon the whole country, until the 
many references to the Constitution and other | Presidential fiat should call them forth like the 
authorities, it had the appearance of an attempt | men of Cadmus. 
to find a flaw in an indictment, or, for a high fee,| The bill provides that the service of these vol- 
of a set of lawyers endeavoring to pick a hole in _unteers may be accepted in companies and brig- 
some honest man’s will. _ades, so that some of the States may be deprived 

He had hoped we should have had other expo- | of their natural defence. He would name the 
sitions’ of national law than such as had gone | Stateof Delaware, for instance. No State would 
forth, He concurred in opinion with those gen-’) be more exposed to be depredated upon, than the 
tlemen who eonsider the militia as the true de- | gallant little State of Delaware. Suppose this 
fence of thé respective States and the people, not, State-should make a tender of ten, or twenty 
only against foreign invasions, but against the | thousand men; and whilst they are marching in 
usurpations of the General Government. That | search of foreign conquest, their own houses should 
the militia could be sent out of the limits of the | be burnt over the heads of their wives and chil- 
United States, to make war, never entered into | dren! Would this be borne ? 
the minds of Gedrge Mason, Patrick Henry, | But, perhaps, it will be said that the President 
James Madison, nor into the mind of any other | of the United States would have the prudence not 
eminent friend dr enemy of the Constitution. _| to accept of the service of so many men from one 

If the doctrine of the gentleman from South | State—that he will make a judicious selection. 
Carolina (Mr. Cueves) were to be acted, upon, | It is here that the cloven foot of this. monstrous, 
and the best part of the militia were to be carried | this anomalous, nondescript force, begins to show 
out of the United States, those that were left | itself. It gives to the President of the United 
might not be able to stand against any aspiring | States the power to rally around his person an 
chief who might arise out of a standing army; | effective disciplined force, commanded by officers 
and our Government, which has in it a constant | particularly attached to his person, to the amount 
tendency towards hereditary monarchy,or rather. of thirty thousand men, drawn from different parts 
absolute despotism, might thus be crushed and | of the Union. Could a project be devised better 
overturned. This, said Mr. R,, proves the natu- | calculated to enable an aspiring, ambitious Presi- 
ral death of every Government, Ambition may | dent, tooverturn the Constitution of this country ? 
be kept down for a while by the throne being oc- | Is it not-the same kind of force that Aaron Burr 
cupied by.a King Log or a King Stork; but make (he asked pardon for mentioning his name, for 
a military despot, and you have no countervailing | misfortune is entitled to respect) employed—mer- 
force. You slumber on the calm of despotism, | cenaries, who hired themselves for a few dollars 
Create a Government how you will, a wise man | or noggins of gin, to execute the orders of their 
has said, some artful men will uniformly obtain | chief! If he were, however, to have a. master, it 
thé direction of it, and perpetuate it to them-} mattered little to him who he was. Figure to 
selves and their families. And there exists in | yourselves, said Mr, R., in place of the present 
this Government, as there existed in the Consular | Chief Magistrate, an ardent, aspiring, ambitious 
Government of Rome, and the popular Govern- | character in the Presidential chair, with a Swart- 
ment of Athens, a predisposition to change its | wout ora Bollman for his military chief; he asked 
nature ;.and. it is only by a saluatary check that | whether the liberties of the country, in such a sit- 
liberty can be perpetuated. What is this check? | uation, would be safe? They certainly would 
Is it paper? No; it is power; the only thing| not, He would soonet give the Government 
which can qualify it. You may cover whole | twenty-five thousand more regulars, than the 
skins of parchment with limitations, but power | nondescript force proposed. 
alone can limit power. We held up our hands against the principle of 

Mr. R, said, that the great and good man on | raising armies in former times. We had not then 
whom the destinies of this country depended | construed the Constitution to our own purpose. 
more than upon any other, never thought of this | This force is precisely of that kind of which a 
pore: of sending.the militia out of the country. | President of the description which he had men- 

his question was never started in his time. And tioned would wish to be possessed; and if it be 
he desired gentlemen to look again through the | thought impossible that such a character should 
volume which had been introduced, of the De- | ever get to the chair, we must have given up all 
bates in the Virginia Convention on the Consti- | our views of human nature. Such a man, with 
tution, and they would find nothing said of this | such a force, would find no diffieulty of turning 
nondescript ¢ertium quid kind of force of volun-"| you out of this Hall and fixing his heel upon your 
teers officered by the President of the United | neck: And the Commander-in-Chief of such an 
States. The Constitution knows only two kinds | army, must be a greater bungler than any mao 
of forcee—an army and a militia. ought to be, less versed in-political and military 

We know what armies are. We know that | tactics than can well be supposed, if he does not 
this volunteer corps, which is wished by the gen- | conclude his Canadian campaign by stepping into 
ueman from Tennessee to be sent out of the Uni- | yonder house. [Pointing to the residence of the 
ted States, cannot be considered in the light of a | President.] 
regular army. Public jealousy would not be ex-| Mr. R. said he had examined, with some atten- 
cited in the same degree, in respect to it. It | tion, the opinions expressed by gentlemen on both 
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sides of the question in the Virginia Convention. | 
He found not only no trace of the power lately 
attempted to be set up in this House, but he found 
similar fears expressed to those which he enter- 
tained of a standing force and a military chief. 
[Mr. R, quoted the sentiments of Mr. George Ma- 
son and others, delivered in the Virginia Conven- 
tion, on the Constitution, in confirmation of what 
he had advanced; and concluded, with a hope 
that the amendment of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts would not prevail. ] 

Mr. Bacon proposed to vary his motion from 
twenty to twenty-five thousand men. As it was 
only three days since the House had passed a law 
for raising twenty-five thousand regular troops, he 
hoped they should not so soon have been engaged 
in any plan for putting them down. When we 
shall ire no further occasion for them, a vote of 
Congress can put them down, in the same way 
that they were raised. He wished the present 
force, to aid the army in the internal defence of 
the country. 

Mr. Wivcery was opposed to this amendment. 
It was with reluctance that he at any time disa- 
greed with his colleague; but there is no man 
who does not sometimes get wrong. 

If the gentleman had considered that we have 
a seacoast of nearly two thousand miles, he would 
scarcely have wished to reduce the number of these 
volunteers; and why should they be reduced? 
They will be no expense until they are embodied 
for service, and it may be necessary, if we go to war, 
to repel invasion at points which we do not now 
think of. But the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Ranvoup#) is afraid our small army should over- 
turn the Government ; the gentleman surely does 
not recollect that we have a militia of between 
seven and eight thousand men, or he would la 
aside his fears on this head. It was idle to tal 
in this way. : 

Mr. Neuson said, if we proceeded in this way, 
endeavoring to raise spectres from the vasty deep, 
there would be no end to the present discussion. 
It was his wish to put the nation in armor; and 
he was sorty that, after having been ten weeks in 
session, a motion should now be made to reduce 
the number of volunteers proposed to be raised by 
this bill, from fifty thousand to twenty-five thou- 
sand. Another provision was intended to locate 
the employment of this force. Mr. N. was op- 
ie to giving this bill the form of a militia bill. 

e wished to put the nation in a posture of de- 
fence—to put on strong armor. He did not wish 
to prescribe the manner in which these troops 
shall be used ; because the Constitution has placed 
this power in other hands. It is the province 
of the Commander-in-Chief to employ this force 


a ene A 


as he thinks proper, under his Constitutional re- | 


sponsibility. When the question of war shall 
come before the House, it would be necessary to 
determine upon the particular measures to be pur- 
sued ; but, until that question was before him, he 
should pledge himself to no particular course. He 
would look the demon in the face before he came 
to grapple with him. 

e had said, that it was his object to put the 


nation in armor; and therefore he wished to give 
the Government an adequate force. He was un- 
willing to call this force a militia, because he con- 
sidered the militia to be a force which cannot be 
sent without ‘the United States; it can be:em- 
ployed only for the purpose prescribed in the Con- 
stitution. He was one of those who deemed the 
militia to be the bulwark of the States, and he 
should never be willing to surrender what he con- 
sidered asa State right. He considered the militia 
as intended to maintain the sovereignty of the 
States, not only against the encroachments of any 
foreign Power, but, if such should ever unhappily 
arise, against the usurpation of the General Gov- 
ernment. It was unnecessary to enter into argu- 
ments in support of this opinion, as it had already 
been made sufficiently clear. He would add only 
one reason to those already stated. 

If the argument of the gentleman from South 
Carolina were correct, that the power to raise and 
employ armies, carrjes with it all the necessary 
powers to carry that general power into effect, it 
would indeed be of vast magnitude. Let us look 
into the sovereign power in other countries. In 
Great Britain, all the rights of the people are 
ceded from the Crown. It will be recollected that 
the Barons obtained from King John the great 
Magna Charta, and afterwards the Bill of Rights. 
The people of that country, then, have norights but 
such as are yielded tothem. Notsowithus. All 
the power which our Governments possess is de- 
rived from the people, who are the fountain of 
power. The people here make the Government, 
and not the Government the people, They made 
both the General and State Governments, and 
gave to each such power as they judged proper. 

Mr. N. thought~a plain line of démarkation in 
respect to the powers of Congress, was to.be found 
in the 8th section of the 1st article of the Constitu- 
tion: “ Congress is to raise and support armies.” 
He acknowledged this to be a sovereign power; 
but if there had been no limitation in respect to 
this power in the Constitution, he should have 
contended that Congress under this grant could 
not have exercised the same*power over the mili- 
tia that is bere given them over the army; as all 
power must be expressly given, otherwise it is re- 
tained by the States, or the people. But the matter 
is put beyond doubt, by the clause which limits 
the use of the militia to “executing the laws of 
the Union, suppressing insurrections, and repel- 
ling invasions.’ 

Congress is thus controlled in the exercise of the 
power given them to raise and support armies; 
and the limitation of that power implied a sub- 
stantive grant of power in respect to the militia, 
without limitation. 

Mr. N. said he had been branded as lukewarm 
in this business of putting the nation in a warlike 
attitude; but without cause, for he was decidedly 
in favor of taking every necessary step for this 
purpose. He considered the fifty thousand vol- 
unteers proposed to be raised by this bill as an ef- 
fective force; and the more so, as it will doubt- 
less be carried almost unanimously. 

-It was to be regretted that it had gone abroad 
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that we are a divided people—that there are citi- 
zens among us hostile to the Government. He 
did not believe this to be corréct: The opinion 
was fostered by those who wished it to be true; 
but the report had no foundation in fact. He 
wished it dissipated. ' 

Mr. N. disliked standing armies as much as an 
one; atid wished to avoid any measures whic 
might in any Way jeopardize our liberties. Ifthe 
course which’the nation is now about to assume, 
had been taken years ago, our present calamities 
might have been avoided. He did not believe 
that the regular force proposed-to be raised, would 
be got in time. He believed the volunteers con- 
templated in this bill would come forward not 
only as militiamen, but as regulars, and he con- 
sidered them as less dangerous in this character 
than the standing troops. They will consist of 
the yeomanry, or the sons of the yeomanry of the 
country, whose rights and duties cannot be sepa- 
rated from those of their fellow-citizens; they 
leave their homes at the call of their country ; they 
do not take up the profession of soldiers for a sub- 
sistence, and do not remain long enough in the 
ranks to forget their wives and children; and 
when their services expire they will return to their 
own firesides with the same principles and feel- 
ings with which they leave them, ready to defend 
their respective States, with the arms which they 
have obtained in the service. 

Mr. N. considered volunteer militia as another 
object. If the President were.to call out these 
volunteers, it would put it out of the power of the 
State to interfere with them. He had formed an 
opinion that the bill which originally came from 
the Committee of Foreign Relations would be 
most effectual ; the force would be less dangerous 
than an army, and more effective than militia. 
This is the kind of armor with which he wished 
to clothe the nation. He had made these remarks, 
to the end that the House mignt reject the proposed 
amendment, with a view of afterwards making 
these volunteers the effective force so much to be 
desired. 

Mr. Porter said the proposed amendment of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts put the subject 
in a hew point of view. In order to enable gen- 
tlemen to act: in concert, and to afford an oppor- 
tunity to such gentlemen as might still wish to 
deliver their sentiments on the occasion; he moved 
an adjournment. 

The motinn was negatived, 86-to'11. 

After a few observations from Mr. BiaeLow, in 
favor of retaining the militia principle in the bill, 
he again moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was again lost 44 to 38. 

The question on Mr. Bacon’s amendment was 
then put and negatived—yeas 11, nays 85, as 
follows: 

Ysas—Ezekiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, William 
Findley, James Fisk, Thomas Gholson, Felix Grandy, 
William R. King, Joseph Lewis, jun., Israel Pickens, 
Peter B. Porter, and William Strong: 

Nays—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Stevenson Archer, John Baker, David Bard, Josiah 
Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, William 
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Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, 
Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, Robert Brown, Wm. 
A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Mat. 
thew Clay, James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis 
Condit, William Crawford, John Dawson, Joseph De. 
sha, Samuel 'Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, Meshack Frank. 
lin, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Johy 
A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John m, 
Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Philip B. 
Key, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, 
George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald Mc. 
Bryde, William McCoy, Alexander McKim, Arunah 
Metcalf, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas New. 
ton, Stephen Ormsby, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, 
John Randolph, William Reed, Samuel Ringgold, Jno. 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rod- 
man, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 
Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
John Smilie, Geo. Smith, John Smith, Richard Stan. 
ford, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jr., 
Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, 
David R. Williams, William Widgery, Thomas Wil- 
son, and Robert Wright. 

The question was then taken on concurring with 
the Committee of the Whole on the amendments 
reported, whith was carried bya large majority, 
It being Jate, the House adjourned without taking 
a question on the bill’s being-engrossed for a third 
reading. 


JANUARY, 1819. 





Wenpnespay, January 15. 

Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, presented a bill to amend the 
laws within the District of Columbia; which was 
read twice and committed toa Committee of the 
whole House on'Monday next. 


IMPRESSMENT OF AMERICAN SEAMEN. 


Mr. Conpir understood a gentleman as saying. 
in the course of the debate which had lately taken 
place, when speaking of The impressment of our 
seamen by the British vessels of war, that had not 
our Government asked too much they might have 
obtained redress,, He therefore moved the fol- 
lowing resolution, in order to get some informa- 
tion on the subject: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to farnish this House with copies of the 
instructions heretofore given to our Minister at London, 


| on the subject of the impressment of American seamen 


into the naval service of Great Britain, excepting s0 
mucheas it may be improper to disclose, on account of 
any pending negotiation.” 

Mr. NewTon saw no necessity for this resolu- 
tion, as he believed all the information which the 
Executive possessed on this subject, had been laid 
before Congress and printed. - He would mention 
one circumstance to show that the pretence which 
Great Britain makes for the impressment of out 
seamen is without foundation. Our right to nat- 
uralize foreigners is. established by our Constitu- 
tion; and if alate publication of that country, 
“Abbott on Shipping,” be referred to, it will ap- 
pear, that any foreigner who shall remain in the 
British navy three years, or marry a wife in Eng- 





Blount, 
1, Wm. 
l, Mat- 
Lewis 
ph De. 
Frank. 
by John 
~ M, 
ilip B, 
Little 
Macon, 
ld Me. 
krunah 
remiah 
New- 
Pond, 
d, Jno. 
1 Rod. 
enezer 
Shaw, 
Stan- 
er, jr., 
itehill, 
3 Wil- 


with 
nents 
rity, 
iking 
third 


Dis- 
| the 
| Was 
f the 


iN. 
ying, 
aken 
our 
| not 
have 
fol- 
‘ma- 


tates 
’ the 
don, 
men 
g 80 
it of 


olu- 
the 
laid 
tion 
ich 
our 
yat- 
itu- 
try, 
ap- 
the 


Oe 
nS 


781 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 782 
vn ae ae ar Alaa 





ins Se decieecie 
January, 1812. . Volunteer Corps. 
lg = ee 
land, shall become a subject of that country; so | question is, can Congress, by law, constitution- 
that while they make subjects of our citizens, they | ally authorize a company, battalion, regiment, 
deny us the rights of making citizens of their sub- | brigade, or division of State militia, under the 
jects Ordered to lie on the table. | en 6 ae of he State pai 
the elong, without first a ing to him, to 
VOLDETEER CORPS, eranefer cheensel Ved from his sound and with- 
The House resumed the consideration of the | out his order or consent, and put themselves un- 
pill to authorize the President of the United States | der the command of the President? He thought 
to aecept and organize certain volunteer military | not. You may as well designate a particular 
corps; and the question recurring on engrossing | company, regiment, &c., of State militia by name. 
the bill for a’ third reading, | You’may as well, for instance, authorize the Pres- 
Mr. BiceLow observed, that when he rose yes- | ident to call into the service of the United States, 
terday, it was at so late an hour, that he felt un- | the first brigade of the militia of Massachusetts, 
willing to detain the House by stating in full his | without the orders or consent of their commander- 
objections to the constitutionality of the bill: He | in-chief. the Governor of the Commonwealth. 
would now ask the indulgence of the House while | This bill, if passed as it now is, destroys all mili- 
he stated them more distinctly. He regretted that | tary order and subordination. A colonel of a re- 
he was not better prepared ; that he had not had | giment might as well issue his orders to the lieu- 
more time to examine the subject in a point of | tenant, instead of the captain of a company. 
yiew which had but recently occurred to his| He observed that he had heard it stated as a 
mind. fact, that the Secretary of War, in a late case, 
His objections, he said, were to that part of the | issued general orders to an inferior officer of the 
bill, which provides, “That where any company, } army, and that officer, for communicating them, 
‘pattalion, regiment, brigade, or division of militia | without consulting his supeétior officer, was ar- 
‘already organized, shall tender their voluntary | rested, and if the fact were so, very properly 
‘service tothe United States, such company, bat- | arrested. 
‘talion, regiment, brigade, or division, shall conti-| These principles, he said, were recognised by 
‘nue tobe commanded by the officers holding com- ; Congress in 1797 and 1798. In the act of June 
‘missions in the same ;” that is to say, they shall | 24, 1797, authorizing a detachment of the militia 
act under State commissions. | from the several States, the President was em- 
By the Constitution, he said, but two descrip- | powered to authorize the Executives of the several 
tions of force are contemplated. Itspeaks of two | States; if they judged it expedient, to accept as part 
only. One is an army, or regular force, which is | of the quota of the State, any independent corps 
the only proper force of the United States, which | of cavalry,artillery, or infantry, who might volun- 
force the Constitution authorizes Congress to | teér their services. The Congress of that day did 
raise when necessary. The other is the militia | not think of calling out the militia of the several 
of the séveral States, not of the United States, | States, but through the medium of the Execu- 
There is no such force as the militia of the Uni- | tives thereof, who, by the constitutions of the se- 
ted States; they are the militia of the States to | veral States, are their commanders-in-chief, until 
which they respectively belong. As proof of this, | they are called into the actual service of the Uni- 
he read that clause in the Constitution, which | ted States. By the act of May 28, 1798, for rais- 
says, “The President shall be commander-in- | ing a provisional army, the President was author- 
chief of the army and navy of the United States | ized, in addition to the 10,000 troops to be raised 
and of the militia of the several States, when | by that act, in the event of a declaration of war 
called into the actual service of the United States.” | against the United States, or of actual invasion of 
Thus, said he, the militia are by the Constitution | their teirritory by a foreign Power, or of imminent 
emphatically recognised as the militia of the sev- | danger of such invasion discovered in his opinion 
eral States. | to exist, to accept of any company or companies 
The troops, or, as they are termed, the volun- | of volunteers, either of artillery, cavalry, or infan- 
teers, contemplated to be raised by this bill, must | try, and whose commissioned officers the Presi- 
come within one of the above description of | dent was authorized to appoint. 
forces. They must either be part of the army of | The fact is, said he, that there is no such de- 
the United States, or of the militia of the several | scription of force as volunteers; they are not 
States, or they are not a description of force | known to the Constitution. All troops command- 
authorized by the Constitution. 'ed by officers commissioned by the President, 
Are they, then, an army or regular force of the | whether raised by individual enlistment, or by 
United States? He trusted no gentleman would | enlistments by companies, &c., are all regulars; 
contend that a company, battalion, regiment, &c., | they are the Army of the United States. If they 
commanded by officers holding State commis- | are commanded by officers holding State commis- 
sions, were aregular force of the United States. | sions, they are the militia of the State, and, until 
If they come within either of the descriptions, called into actual service of the United States, 
they must be considered as belonging to the mili- | under the command of the Executive of the State 
tia of the several States, and, until called into ac- | to which they belong. If you would call them 
tual service, under the command of the Execu- | into service, you must do it through the medium 
tives of the States to which'they respectively be- | of the Governors of the several States: you can 
long. Considering them, then, as militia, the do it in no other way. 
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For these reasons, he said, he was strongly im- ‘ the militia, and for governing such part of them 
pressed with the opinion, that the bill was alto- ‘as may be wer in the service of the Upj- 
gether unconstitutional, and expressed a wish |‘ ted States, reserving to the States, respectively. 
that others of more ability, and who had paid |‘ the appointment of officers, and the authority of 
more attention to the subject, would investigate it. | ‘ training the militia, according to the discipline 

Mr. Lacock holding an opinion on the bill be- |‘ prescribed by Congress.” 
fore the Committee somewhat different from any | These clauses of the Constitution show how 
which he had heard delivered, he would take the | the disposition and government of the militia js 
liberty of expressing it. divided between the General and State Govern. 

“The bill has assumed a shape which makes the | ments; and this volunteer force would be parily 
force to be raised undet it, a militia force. The| under the direction of the State Governments, 
officers and soldiers will be State troops; but | and partly under the General;Government. Their 
when embodied and in the field, they will be a | officers will be appointed by the State Govern. 
component part of the Army of the United States. | ments; but when embodied and in service, they 

The bill, as first reported by the Committee of | might, in his opinion, be marched wherever the 
Foreign Relations, contemplated the appointment | General Government thought proper, for the gen- 
of the officers of this volunteer corps by the Pres- | eral defence of the country. 
ident of the United States. This, it was thought, There is, said Mr. L., an evident distinction be- 
might prove a dangerous patronage placed in the | tween a volunteer and a regular soldier; the for- 
President ; the present bill had been therefore in- | mer does not part with his civic character, until 
troduced, leaving the choice of the officers to the | he takes the field; the latter, the moment he en. 
several State Governments, or to the people,|| lists.into the service. 
agreeably to the practice of each. He thought Congress is prohibited “from making any ap- 
this the most desirable course; and it would cer- | propriation of money for the support of armies 
tainly be more agreeable to the men to serve | for a longer term than two years.” There is no 
under officers whom they knew, than under | mention made of appropriations for the militia; 
strangers. of course, it must be presumed, that the militia 

But, it appears, we are met on the threshold | are considered, when 1n Service, as a part of the 
with Constitutional objections. It is said, that | army, otherwise Congress would have-no author- 
when these troops are raised, it will not be in the | ity at all for supporting the militia, 
yower of the President to march them out of the; Under any other construction of the Constitu- 

imits of the United States. He thought this a | tion, this force would, indeed, be of an anomalous 
question proper to be determined by the President, | nature. Figure to yourselves, said Mr. L., a vic- 
rathet than by this House. Itis the duty of Con- | torious army, driving the enemy before it, com- 
gress to declare war, raise and support armies; | ing to the territorial lines of the United States! 
and of the Executive to employ them: but, as | Shall the victors stop precisely at that spot? 
cn have offered opinions on this question, | Shall this line be a wall of fire tothem? And 

e would declare his. thus leave the enenty in perfect security ? Is this 

The gentleman from North Carolina (Mr, Ma- | to be the situation in which the militia of this 
con) had correctly stated what were the rights | country are to be placed? A militia which has 
vested in the State and General Governments ; | always been considered as the great bulwark, and 
but he, Mr. L., drew different conclusions from | the best defence of the country? That they shall 
the facts which he had stated, from what that | only act at home, in the petty business of “ exe- 
gentleman had done. He says, that wherever a | cuting the laws, suppressing insurrections, and re- 
power was placed, before the adoption of the Fed- | pelling invasions ?” He thought differently ; he 
eral Constitution, it still remained, unless it was | considered the militia our best reliance for defence 
taken away by that instrument; and that before | both at home and abroad. And in proportion as 
the formation of the General Government, each | you lower the consequence of the militia, you 
State, being sovereign, had a right to march their | raise that of standing armies; because if the mili- 
militia wherever they pleased. But the question | tia cannot be employed out of the United States, 
is, who has at this time this right?’ The Consti- | the larger army will be necessary. 
tution gives to Congress the power of declaring| The celebrated George Mason, whose opinions 
war, raising and supporting armies. The war- | had already been introduced into this debate, has 
making power is expressly delegated in this sec- | predicted, “ that the militia would be in danger of 
tion ; and it is besides declared “that no State | being destroyed from not being employed.” He 
shall engage in war, unless actually invaded, or | was fearful that we were about to realize his pre- 
in such imminent danger as will not admit of de- | dictions ; as the opinions now entertained respect- 
lay.” The whole physical power of the nation is | ing thenr are far from being calculated to foster 
thus placed under the control of the General Gov- | their military pride. 
ernment; and the subsequent provisions of the; But suppose, said Mr. L., this construction of 
Constitution are declaratory of the manner in | the Constitution is.not a correct one, and the mil- 
which minor powers are to be executed by Con- | itia can be employed only for suppressing insur- 

ress. Congress is “to provide for calling forth } rections, repelling invasions, &c. What is an in- 

the militia to execute the laws of the Union, vasion? He believed this nation had been inva- 
‘suppress insurrections, and repel invasions; to | ded for many years past. He believed it was in- 
* provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining | vaded in the butchery of Pierce, in the destruction 
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committed on board the Chesapeake, in the slaugh- | turn of that politeness. He was sorry he could 
erof our citizens on the Wabash, &c. He looked | not acknowledge the same obligation to the hon- 
upon all these acts of violence as invasions of our | orablegentleman from Virginia,(Mr. Ranpowpu.) 
country’s rights; for he considered our vessels at |That honorable gentleman had been pleased to 
sea as @ part of our territory, and as an extension | say, that the construction for which he, Mr.C., 
of it; and every citizen taken from these vessels, | had contended, was supported by such arguments 
as so many invasions. Was it not an invasion | as a lawyer would use in support of an indict- 
of Denmark, when the British so disgracefully de-| ment. Mrs. C. said, he did not know whether the 
stroyed the fleet at Copenhagen? Or, ifthe Brit-| honorable gentleman meant this as argument or 
jsh were to make an attack upon our vessels lying | sarcasm. ; 
jin the Chesapeake or Potomac, would not that be | (Mr. Ranvotprn said he did not allude to Mr. 
considered as an invasion? He believed it would; | C,; he was not in the House when he delivered his 
and that, for every man taken from on boatd our | argument. } . 
vessels, we had a right to carry an army in the r. Cueves said he thanked the gentleman for 
enemy’s territory, wherever we could assail it. | the declaration, and proceeded. It was necessary 
We have heard much of theory, said Mr. L., on | briefly to state the argument which he had before 
this subject ; let us look at the practical part of it. | submitted to the House. He had urged that, in 
Seventy-five thousand men, in addition to our | relation to the subject under consideration the 
present force, are deemed sufficient for the ob- General Government was a National not a Fede- 
ject in view, viz: twenty-five thousand regulars | ral Government, and that it was such because it 
and fifty thousand volunteers. If the volunteers | operated not on the States, but immediately on 
were to be considered in the light of a regu-!| the persons and property of the people. That a 
lar force, it would be draining the militia of this | National Government which had the power to de- 
number of men; and the only difference between | clare and make war, had, as an attribute of that 
them would be the expense. If you offer an ad-| sovereign power, unless it were expressly taken 
ditional inducement to-enter the service, you | away, the power to call forth the people, the phy- 
thereby add to the expense. When gentlemen | sical strength of the nation, to carry on the war— 
speak of this volunteer corps as regulars, they | that this power.was exclusively vested in the 
seem not to consider that. they are drawn from } General Government, and that the Constitution 
the body of militia; for he knew not where else | contained no limitation of the power. That the 
they could come from, except in imitation of the | clause relative to invasion was a further grant of 
British, we were to purchase them from some | power, and applied to a state of things existing at 
German Prince, a time when Congress had not exercised the 
Gentlemen who are prepared to vote for alarge | power, of declaring war. His argument was not. 
standing army, and thereby place in the hands of | as it had been represented, an argument in favor 
the President great patronage, will vote against | of constructive powers. ‘The power for which he 
this bill. They will also greatly increase the | contended was claimed as a power expressly 
public debt, which some think a public blessing ;| granted. It was expressed in the power to declare 
they will also lay a foundation for direct taxes and | and make war. It might perhaps be called an in- 
excises of every kind. Bat, as lie wished, as | cidental power, but it could not therefore be called 
much as possible, to avoid all these things, he | aconstructive power. There is not, said Mr. C., 
should vote for the bill. a power in the Constitution which can be render- 
Mr. Cueves said, he rose with great reluctance | ed practical without incidental powers. It has 
to throw himself again upon the attention of the | been said, that by one of the amendments of the 
House, but every one who had heard the discus- | Constitution, it is provided, that powers not dele- 
sion and observed the misconceptions which had | gated to the United States are reserved to the 
been entertained on the subject of his argument | States, but this amendment is not correctly quot- 
the other day, would see that he could not remain | ed. It declares that powers not delegated to the 
silent. He was at first astonished at ‘the alarm | United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited 
which appeared to be excited on the other side of | by it to the States, are reserved to the States. 
the House. He was quite unable to conceive why Now the right of declaring and making war, is 
adoctrine altogether popular; why a doctrine cal-| prohibited to the States, and unless you can ex- 
culated to increase State power and State securi- | tinguish that attribute of sovereignity, by which 
ty; why a doctrine calculated to supply the place | the sovereign of a country is not only authorized, 
of standing armies by the militia of the country, | but, when necessary, required to call out the peo- 
should excite alarm for the safety of the liberties | ple for the purpose of making war, it must be in 
of the citizen or the rights of the States. He, | the General Goveroment, {[t has been said that 
however, recollected that the gentlemen were all | the powers of the General Government were not 
eloquent gentlemen, accustomed to debate—he | sovereign, but limited. This was to deny the ex- 
immediately perceived that it was an art of their | istence of any sovereignity which is limited as to 
oratory, and found in this a ready solution of his | its objects, than which nothing is, however, more 
difficulty. There was, indeed, a little too much of| common. Bat there is an authority on this point 
mock heroic in this apparent excitement and| which, Mr. C. supposed, would not be eontrovert- 
alarm ; but the gentlemen had treated the argu-| ed by the gentleman, (Mr. Pirxin,) who urged 
ment and the speaker with respect, for which he} this argument. He meant Mr. Hamitron’s ar- 
thanked them, and for which he owed them a re-| gument on the constitutionality of the Bank of 
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the United States. Here Mr. C. read the follow- | raise and. support armies,” or not; bat, should 
ng extract from that work: they be embraced, the objection would be remoy- 


ed, and the like restraint would be imposed on 
appropriations for, their support. If, on the cop. 
trary, they should not, the militia of the country 
the citizens, the people themselves, while jin th, 
military service of the Union, would only be py; 
on a footing. with the Navy, in relation to whieh 
there is no restraint, as it was NOt supposed jt 
could endanger the liberties of the country; so 
that, taken either way, the argument proves noth- 
ing. It is said that it is to be presumed the Cop- 
stitution does not embrace this power, as the 
framers of it probably intended to prevent wars 
for foreign conquest, and, therefore, did not ay. 
thorize Congress to send the militia out of the 
United States. Admit the premises, said Mr. C, 
aiid the conclusion will not follow. A contrary 
conclusion, it is contended, may be more fairly 
drawn. This question seems to depend on anoth- 
er: What force is best calculated for foreign con- 
quest, a regular army or the militia? For if you 
employ the militia, you so far render unnecessary 
a segulur army; and if you preclude the use of 
the militia, you render necessary a regular army, 
But, it will not be denied that a regular army is 
best calculated to make foreign conquest; and it 


“The circumstance that the powers of sovereignty 
are, in this country, divided between the National and 
State governments, does not afford the distinction. re- 
quired. It does not follow from this that each of the 
portions of power delegated to the one or to the other, 
is not sovereign with regard to its proper objects. It 
will only follow from it that each has sovereign power 
as to certain things, and not as to other things. To 
deny that the Government of the United States has 
sovereign power as to its declared purposes and ‘trusts, 
because its power does not extend to all laws, would 
be equally to deny that the State Governments have 
sovereign power in any case, because their power does 
not extend to every case.” 


It was said by the same gentleman that. the 

writers contemporaneous with the adoption, and 
the debates of the several conventions on the 
adoption of the Censtitution, repelled the con- 
struction now contended for; but that gentleman. 

had not produced, nor had any other gentleman 
produced a sentence to that effect, except the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Grunpy,) who 
read from the Virginia debates, in the argu- 
ment of Mr. ‘Nicholas, a detached sentence, in 
which, speaking of that article of the Constitu- 
tion which gives power to Congress “to provide | seems to follow, that, if the framers of the Con- 
for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of | stitution had intended to prevent foreign conquest, 
the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel inva- | they would not have limited the use of militia, 
sions,” he says, “they cannot call them forth for | It is said that the silence of contemporaneous 
any other purpose than to execute the laws, sup- | writers, and of the debates on the Constitution at 
eens insurrections, and repel invasions.” But | the time of its adoption, proves it was not in- 
Mr. Madison, in the same debate, says “ the most | tended to grant this power; but, here again, it 
‘ effectual way to guard against a standing army | should seem the opposite conclusion is stronger 
‘is, to render it unnecessary ; the most effectual | and clearer. Let gentlemen reflect on the num- 
‘ way to render it unnecessary is, to give the Gen- | berless imaginary objections which were urged 
* eral Government full power t6 call forth the | at that time, for y hich there was not the shadow 
‘ militia, and exert the whole natural strength of | of foundation, and then ask themselves whether 
“the Union when necessary.” Now, if the one } this construction (which appears to be admitted 
quotation be an authority against the power, the | by some gentlemen in debate, and which has been 
other is as strongly in favor of it. But both | distinetly denied by none, to be authorized by the 
were used in reference to the matter then under | power to declare and make war, unless restrained 
consideration, and neither can fairly be applied | by other clauses of the Constitution) would have 
to the question now before the House. That con- | been passed over in silence had it not been clearly 
tinues to stand on the ground on which all Con- | understood to be granted. Is it to be believed it 
stitutional questions ought exclusively to stand— | would have escaped the “lynx-eyed Patrick Hen- 
except so far as collateral circumstances may be | ry,” to use an expression of the gentleman from 
admitted for purposes of elucidation—the terms | Virginia, (Mr. Ranpowpu,) had he not considered 
of the Constitution itself, It had been.said that | it as necessarily and clearly granted. This silence. 
Congress had ho greater power over the militia | Mr. C. said, appeared to him to be an argument 
in time of war than in time of peace; but it ap- | exceedingly strong in favor of that construction 
pears to me, said Mr. C., that it might almost as | for which he contended. 

well be denied that there was any distinction be-| But the argument, said Mr. C., which gentle- 
tween war and peace. It had been urged that | men urge with most zeal is, the danger of this 
Congress had no power under the Constitution | construction to personal liberty and the indepen- 
to make pproeecnes for the support of an army | dence of the States; and this argument, as far as 
for more than two years, and that, if Congress,|.he could consider gentlemen serious, he viewed 
had power to use the militia in a foreign war, | with astonishment. His construction was so ob- 
they might make appropriations for their support | viously calculated to increase, and not to dimin- 
for an indefinite time, and the Constitution would | ish the security of. the States ; to secure, and not 
be evaded. Mr. C. said he had formed no settled | to endanger the liberties of the people, that it did. 
opinion whether the militia which might be called | indeed, seem extraordinary that gentlemen should 
into the service of the United States in time of | have fallen upon the idea of danger to the liber- 
war, would be embraced under that clause of the | ties of the States and the people as an argument 
Constitution which gives power to Congress “ to | against it, He contended that the militia acting 
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under commissions from the States, should be} Mr. Neson observed that from the general 
ysed, instead of regular troops acting under com- | seope of the remarks of the gentleman from South 
missions from the United States, and gentlemen, | Carolina, (Mr. Cueves,) it appeared as if he con- 
by a kind of inverse logic, infer that this will ea- | sidered those who differed from him in opinion, 
danger the independence of the States. Again, | as hostile to the militia. It was because he, Mr. 
Mr. C. said, he contended that the people them- | N., was a friend of the militia and an advocate 
glves should constitute the military strength of | of State rights, that he maintained the opinion 
the Union in time of war, and gentlemen had | that the United States has no right to send this 
concluded that this endangered the liberties of | species of troops out of the limits of the United 
the people. But it was feared if the General | States. 
Government had power to march any part of the Mr. N, did ‘not believe that the framers of our 
militia out of the United States, it might march | Constitution had any idea of providing the means 
the whole of the militia of a State out of the | of extending the territory of this country by for- 
State, and place a standiog army in their stead. | eign war. If he might be permitted to form an 
But the same danger to the State would exist un- | opinion from the debates which took place about 
der the acknowledged powers of Congress. But) the time of the adoption of the Constitution, and 
is it possible, said Mr. C., that any Government, | the practice contemporary with those debates, he 
or any man, intending to assail the independence | should suppose a thirst for extending our territory 
of a State, or the liberties of a people, would | and dominion had not then taken place—the sen- 
equip and qualify for war the whole of that very | timent had never entered into the minds of the 
ple? Though sent beyond their own territo- patriots of those days—their leading object evi- 
rial limits, their homes and their families would | dently was, to secure the happiness of the people 
remain behind, and urge them, by these strong | within the then United States. 
ties, to return, armed with greater power, and| Butif the people of the United States are to be 
fired with vengeance to expel the usurper. What | engaged in a war, for foreign conquest, the Con- 
regular army could resist such assailants, urged | stitution gives them no power to use the militia 
by such motives ? | for this purpose. They must make use of an army 
But, it is said, this power might be abused, and | for obtaining their end. He was no ‘foe of the 
the people oppressed by a grievous and burden- | militia, when he considered them as the natural 
some service. That if they can be sent out of | defence of the United States, when he contend- 
the United States, they may be sent to Jamaica | ed.that the people of the United States never con- 
or the East Indies, to China or Japan. No, said | templated that the General Government should 
Mr. C., no free Government dare practise such an | draw them out of the limits of the Union, He 
abuse of such a power. You have the security | protested against the grant of sovereign powers 
of a free Government, and it is the best and only | to that Government. He denied the authority 
security you can have. The possible abuse of | of the writers, upon whom the gentleman from 
the power cannot.be fairly urged against its use. | South Carolina had founded his opinions—they 
Were you thus to reason,.you would proseribe | are doctrines calculated for despotic Governments 
as wicked and dangerous our holy religion itself. | or limited monarchies, where the people possess 
Have not its abuses lit'up the flames of persecu- | no power but what they derive from the Govern- 
tion? Havethey not fattened the soil with in-| ment, and not for this country. The people of 
nocent blood? But am I, therefore, said Mr. C., | this country made their own governments; and 
to cease to be a Christian? Itis said that, in | in establishing the General Government, they 
England, under a monarchy. the militia cannot} gave it ho more power than is expressed in the 
be marched out of the Kingdom. This is a mis- | Constitution ; those powers which are not ex- 
take. The Government has the power, and it is) pressly given, or are not necessary to carry those 
by statute that the King is restrained, from the | powers into execution, being reserved to the 
exercise of a power which he would otherwise | States or the people. 
have. Every Government has this power, and If the power given to Congress to declare war, 
has exercised it. Was not Rome free? Yet,| carries with it all the consequences, whether di- 
were not the Roman legions marehed out of the| rect or indirect, he asked why the power to raise 
Romana territory? Was Athens—were any of| and support armies was given in the next sec- 
the Grecian States free? Yet, were not their | tion? Congress could notcarry on war without 
citizens marched out of their own territories? | armies. To his,mind, it appeared clear, that the 
Is there an instance in history of a Government | framers of the Constitution meant that nothing 
which, in time of war, could not march its citi- | should be left for construction. They first give 
zens beyond its territorial limits? This power, | the power to declare war, and then the power to 
it will, be admitted, must rest either in the Union’| raise and support armies. 
or in the States, and, as they are equally and fair-|~ But the argument of the gentleman in relation 
ly represented in the General Government, their|to the militia is. still more extraordinary. He 
danger is not increased by placing it there., -Asit| says the power given to Congress to declare war, 
respected State rights, Mr. C. said, he would only | gives them the right of using the whole physical 
add that he did not expect these zealous exertions | force of the country; and that if nothing had 
in their defence from his honorable friends over | been said respecting. the militia, it would, of 
the way. course, have been used as a part of that physical 
Mr. Key spoke in reply to Mr. Curves. force. But.Mr..N. contended that if the Consti- 


























791 
H. or R. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


$$$ 


January, 1819, 





tution had been silent as to the militia, that Con- 
ress would have had no power over them. Mr. 
N. knew not whence the gentleman from South 








of a number of volunteers, not exceeding the num. 
ber mentioned in the bill. He might therefore 
accept of such a number of each kind of force, a; 
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Carolina bad derived his opinion, that invasion is | he might judge it expedient to have employed. 
not war, and that therefore the militia may be | For, gentlemen must see, that, if after these fifty 


called out to repel invasion in time of peace. He 
asked the gentleman if it were not expressly laid 
down by the writers on the law of nations, that a 
nation may consider an invasion as an act of war, 
and in consequence, take up arms and declare 
war against the nation thus offending? It could 
not be denied. ; 

But it was said, insurrection is not war. Mr. 
N. considered invasion as foreign war, and rebel- 
lion as the worst species of war, civil war. This 
was conclusive evidence to him, that the framers 
of the Constitution did not intend that the militia 
should be called upon except in the three cases 
particularly enumerated. 

Mr. N. had already said, that he did not con- 
sider the doctrine of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, respecting sovereign power, as applica- 
ble to this country. 

What, asked Mr. N. would be the consequences 
which would flow from a doctrine of this kind? 


Is not the power given to the Executive to make. 


treaties as much a sovereign power as the power 
of declaring war given to Congress? And will 
it be said that the Executive 
doing everything necessary to make treaties obli- 

atory ? He supposed not; it would certainly 

e conceded that this House has the right to con- 
trol the treaty-making power, by granting, or re- 
fusing to grant the necessary appropriations for 
carrying treaties into effect. And Congress has 
the same kind of check upon the army after it is 
raised, by their appropriations being confined to 
two years. 

He was therefore decidedly of opinion, that 
the Government of the United States has no con- 
trol over the militia, except in the cases enume- 
rated ; and if the object of gentlemen be to make 
foreign conquest with these volunteers, he should 
lift up his hand against the bill; because he 
thought it unnecessary to bring into being aforce 
which cannot be used for the object proposed. 
But it was said that this foree might be used for 
internal defence. He wished, however, to seize 
the present moment for raising an effective force, 
before the ardor which exists in the public mind 
be evaporated ; for, if the enthusiasm of the peo- 
ple be suffered to subside, when Congress shall 
attempt to raise an effective force, they may find 
it too late to effeet their purpose. 

Mr. Pickens moved to amend the bill, by pro- 
viding a force of twenty-five thousand men. to 
be officered by the President, as proposed in the 
original bill. He wished to provide a force that 
could unquestionably be used against the British 
possessions, The force contemplated by the 
cmgeer bill, is, at least, of adoubtfulnature. The 

st talents of the House had been displayed on 
both sides of the question. He could see no ob- 
jection to the course which he proposed, as full 


as the power of 


thousand volutiteers shall be imbodied, the Pres. 
ident should decide that he has no power to em- 
ploy them for the object contemplated, the coun- 
try will bein an awkward situation. He thought 
there was safety in his proposition. . 

As toany danger to be apprehended from a 
force of this kind, he thought it was in vain to 
attempt to engage in a war, if such an idea cou|d 
be entertained fora moment. There may come 
a time when a large standing army would be dan- 
gerous to the liberties of the country ; but the 
present is certainly not that time. 

Mr. Atston would vote against the amend- 
ment proposed by his colleague ; because he sub- 
scribed to the doctrine of the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. Curves ;) if he thought dif. 
ferently, he should have supported this amend- 
ment. Because, all who believe that this force 
cannot be marched beyond the limits of the Uni- 
ted States, must know that it will be an inefii- 
cient foree ; and he could not see on-what ground 
such gentlemen can withhold ‘their support to 
this proposition. -To him there appeared no 
doubt, that when a declaration of war was made, 
Congress had the power to use such part of the 
physical force of the country as they might judge 
expedient. Suppose, said Mr. A., war was de- 
elared for an infraction of our rights without the 
United States. Suppose, for instance, that the 
Spanish Government should insist upon holding 
Mobile, would Congress have no power to march 
a part of the militia of the country thither? He 
thought such a power had never been questioned. 
He had no doubt of it, and therefore should vote 
against the amendment. ‘ 

Mr. MeKee thought it unfortunate that this 
question had been Broaghs before the House. 
But as it had been discussed, and different opin- 
ions expressed upon it, he wished the question to 
be fairly met and decided ; otherwise gentlemen 
will vote for the bill with different views, some 
with an expectation that the force may be em- 
ployed abroad, and others with a directly contrary 
opinion. 

Mr. Smiuie said, if gentlemen were determined 
to rely upon a regular force, they had certainly 
a right to take their own course; but he thought 
a standing force of thirty-five thousand men was 
sufficient—he was for keeping the bill as it 
stands, 

Mr. Rozerts observed, that in the course of 
this discussion, different opinions had been ex- 
pressed as to the employment of this force. I! 
was his opinion that this corps might be used 
wherever it was wanted; but if it were not to be 
so used, a less number of men would be necessary. 
It was truly a matter of Executive discretion 
still it was desirable to have a definite vote on the 
subject. He thought it would be best to take the 


discretion is left with the Executive to raise the| sense of the House on the question, whether this 
whole force, or not. He is authorized to accept! force could, or could not be marched out of the 
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United States. If the gentleman from North |, 


Carolina would consent to withdraw his motion, 
he would bring forward one to try that question. 

Mr. Porter hoped the gentleman from North 
Cardlina would withdraw his motion, that the 
question might be put in the shape proposed by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. He could 
not subscribe to the opinion that it was im- 
proper for this House to decide for what object 
this foree was to be applied. He thought it the 
duty of Congress to keep in view the object for 
which they were legislating. If the business of 
this House was to be dwindled down and pro- 
tracted by long speeches, he should be for return- 
ing back to the State governments, and get them 
10 protect our rights. 

What, said he, is the object of all our military 
preparations? The object has been repeatedly 
avowed to be to retaliate on Great Britain the in- 
juries which she has inflicted upon our maritime 
rights, by an invasion of her provinces, as the 
only quarter in which she is vulnerable. How 
are we to effect our purpose? The Senate says, 
with twenty-five thousand regular troops, This 
had been agreed to. But have we got them? On 
paper only ; and, my word for it, said Mr. P., it 
will take a considerable time to raise the men; 
and before this can be done, our enemy will have 
blocked up‘all the avenues to Canada with regu- 
lar troops, veteran troops, inured to human 
slaughter, 

Mr. P. knew something of Canada; he lived 
near its borders—his house was within gunshot 
of its lines. He had, therefore, a right to know 
what was the intention of Congress ; for the first 
attack of the enemy would doubtless be upon him 
and his constituents. He wished not to raise an 
army that could not be effectively employed. He 
wanted to know whether we are to make effective 
war or not; and the question was to him 4 seri- 
ous one. He hoped the present motion would 
therefore be withdrawn. 

Mr. Pickens withdrew his amendment; and 

Mr. Rogerts moved the following: “ that this 
‘corps shall perform duty at.any place in which 
‘the army may be directed to act by the proper 
‘authority.” 

Mr. Key moved to amend the amendment, by 
adding the words, “at any place within the Uni- 
ied States,” alleging that the motion of the gen- 
eman from Pennsylvania was not sufficiently 
explicit to decide the principle. 

And the question being taken thereon, it was 
negatived—yeas 34, nays 80,.as follows: 

Yxas—Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John Ba- 
ker, Abijah Bigelow, James Breckenridge, Martin 
Chittenden, William Ely, Asa Fitch, Thomas Ghol- 
son, Thomas R. Gold, Felix Grundy, Aylett Hawes, 
Richard Jackson, jr., Philip B. Key, William R. King, 
Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jun., Robert Le Roy Liv- 
ingston, Samuel McKee, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh 
Nelson, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, Peter B. Por- 
ter, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Daniel Sheffey, 
Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Samuel Taggart, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, 
and Thomas Wilson. 
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Naxys—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, David 
Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Thomas Blount, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, 
William Crawford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Findley, James 
Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling 
Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, John 
M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Ab- 
ner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, William 
Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. 
Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William 
McCoy, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Samuel 
L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Anthony 
New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen 
Ormsby, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, John Ran- 
dolph, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, 
Jonathan Roberts, Wiiliam Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George 
Smith, John Smith, Silas Stow, Peleg Tallman, John 
Taliaferro, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., Robert Whitehill, David R. 
Williams, William Widgery, and Robert Wright. 

A motion was then made by Mr. McKim to 
amend the amendment proposed by Mr. Roserts, 
by inserting after the said word “place,” the 
words “within, or out of the United States :” 
And, debate arising, the previous question was 
ealled for by Mr. Smitte, and, being demanded 
by one-fifth of the members present, an adjourn- 
ment was called for, and carried. 





Tuurspay, January 16. 


Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, presented a bill authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to locate the lands reserved 
for the use of Jefferson College, in the Mississippi 
Territory ; which was read twice, and committed 
toa Committee of the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Rueza, from the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads, presented a bill to alter and es- 
tablish certain post roads; which was read twice, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. 

A Message, received from the President of the 
United States yesterday, was read, transmitting 
an account of the contingent expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year 1811, incurred on the occa- 
sion of taking possession of the territcry limited 
eastwardly by the river Perdido, and amounting 
to three thousand three hundred and ninety-six 
dollars. 

Another Message, received from the President 
of the United States yesterday, was read, trans- 
mitting to the House a report of the Secretary of 
State, complying with their resolution of the 29th 
of November, of American seamen impressed into 
the service of Foreign Powers. 

The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting a report, 
in obedience to a resolution of the 19th ulumo, 
requesting the President of the United States to 
cause to be laid before the House a statement of 
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the capital employed in the Indian trade, the | of every kind for the Army, ought to bea man 
amount of annual purchases, sales, and articles | well acquainted with mercantile concerns. 

received in payment; together with the number, After some objections from Messrs, ALsron and 
names, and salaries of agents, the places where | Ruga, and some remarks in reply from Messrs. 
stationed, and specifying the state of the trade for | TaALLMApGp, and Finptey, theamendments which 
the last four years; which were ordered to lie on | went to keep up the Purveyor’s office, were agreed 


the table. to; and the Committee rose and reported the bill. 
The following Message was received from the| The House took it up'and concurred with the 
PresiDENT OF THE Unitrep States: amendments, and ordered the bill toa third read. 


To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States: . . 
I communicate to Congress a letter from the Envoy VOLUNTEER CORPS. 


Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Great The House resumed the consideration of the 


oo to the Secretary of State, with the answer of | unfinished business of yesterday, authorizing the 
e Tr. 


President to accept of certain volunteers, when 
the Speaker stated that the previous question, 
which had been demanded and was depending at 


ing to-morrow. 


The continued evidence afforded by this correspond-: 
ence of the hostile policy of the British Government 
against our national rights, strengthens the considera-| 1). 1i me of the adjournment, was now to be taken, 
eee paapasition:af at Mr. Roserts, not willing to embarrass the 

JAMES MADISON. passage of the bill, withdrew his amendment, 

Wasurneron, Jan. 16, 1812. which was under consideration when the House 


last adjourned. 

On motion of Mr. Buounr, the Committee of Mr. Gustecs was desirous of ascertaining with 
the Whole were discharged from the considera- oe . > 
tion of the bill from the Senate “making further | C°™@'P'Y 19. what light this volunteer corps was 

om a ee ‘to be considered ; and, for this purpose, he pro- 
peorisientor the corpo of caginesss;” and it was osed to amend the bill, by adding to the third 
committed to the committee on so much of the | P°** : + a eae 
Message of the President as relates to filling the | S°¢0" the ‘following words; ‘to serve either 
g a - within or without the jurisdiction of the United 
ranks and prolonging the enlistments of the reg- Siates.” , 
ceplance of volunteers, 1o detachments of militia, | Mf Buawett. was sorry that his colleague ha 
and stank + preparation of the great body ie offered this amendment. He might as well have 
will proportion its usefulness to its intrinsic ca- moved td add: the wer ~above and below,” as 
ants , “within and without.” “What is. the object of 
pap this bill? It is to provide a military force for the 
QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. public service. The Constitution puts its em- 
On motion of Mr. D. R. Wituiams, the House | ployment in other hands. We must raise the 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, | force, and the President of the United States will 
on the bill from the Senate, with the amendmeats | employ it within or without the United States, as 
recommended by the Army Committee, to whom | may be necessary, agreeably to the powers vested 
it had been referred. in him by the Constitution. Why designate the 

The bill, with the proposed amendments, being | manner in, or the purposes for which this force 
gone through, Mr. W. said, he would, in as few shall be employed, when we can neither add to, 
words as he was able, explain the nature of the | nor deduct from, the directions of the Constitu- 
amendments which the select committee had re-| tion in this respect? It must have appeared, from 
commended. This bill, he said, was predicated | the experience of yesterday, that it would be im- 
on the destruction of the office of Purveyor of | possible to get the House to express a definite 
Public Supplies, who is properly the Commissa- | opinion on this subject. 
ry General of the United States; and contem-| Gentlemen say it is desirable to ascertain the 
plates the establishment in its place, not only of | sense of the House on this question, because they 
a Quartermaster General for the United States,| wish to know whether this force can be sent 
but a Commissary General in the same person. | against Canada. He was himself convinced that 
In investigating this subject, the committee could | the militia of the United States cannot be march- 
see no reason for blending these two important | ed out of the country; that no President would 
offices in one, the duties of both which are im-| dare to order them out; that if any such attempt 
portant, perfectly distinct, and never were blend- | were made, it would be resisted. He should, 
ed in any country in the world; and for this good | however, vote for the bill; and should be willing, 
reason, these officers are a check upon each other; | if necessary, to give the President any additional 
one being the purchaser, and the other the dis- | force for the invasion of Canada. 
tributor of supplies; whereas, if they were united; Mr. B. hoped the bill would be suffered to pass 
in one person, frauds to any amount might be | in its present shape. He knew his colleague too 
commitied without the possibility of detection. | well to believe he wished to throw any unneces- 
Besides, it is necessary the Quartermaster Gen- | sary embarrassment in the way of public business, 
eral should be a military man; indeed his pres- | and he hoped, on more mature reflection, that he 
ence is at times required in the field, to distribute | would withdraw his amendment, and let the bill 
the supplies; whilst the Purveyor or Commissary | pass. : 

General, whose business it is to purchase supplies} Mr. Goip thought this amendment desirable 
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one can certainly tell how these volunteers are to 
these volunteers are to offer their service. The|beemployed. _ 
otleman from Virginia (Mr. Burwett) had, Mr. Smite said this was the second attempt 
said it would decide nothing. He was of a dif- | which he had witnessed, to explain the provis- 
ferent opinion. It would, at all events, let the vol- | ions of the Constitution by law; but he hoped the 
unteer know what service he had to perform, | good sense of the House would resist it. Does 
which he thought desirable, and which every one | the gentleman from Vermont recollect that, in 
would wish to know before he offered his ser- | raising a regular force, no explanation is made of 
vices. the object for which the men are wanted? Let 
Mr. Wricut.—Mr. Speaker, I wish the honora- | us, said he, raise the force, and leave the President 
ble gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Guoxson) | to do his duty, undirected by us. 
would withdraw his proposed amendment. Sir,| _Mr. Goup was sorry there was so great an in- 
[hope that gentleman, whose talents and motives | disposition to meet this question. No one can 
[highly appreciate, will, on a review of the sub- | say that it is encroaching on the Executive pre- 
ject, be satisfied that Congress have no power |rogative, to authorize him to accept of a volun- 
over the Constitution, so as to control its con- | teer force, for a limited time, for certain purposes. 
struction, by the Executive. The Constitution To pass this bill, in. its present shape, would be 
either authorizes the President to send these vol- | forcing the President to exercise the Judicial as 
unteers out of the United States, or it does not | well as the Executive power, before he could dis- 
authorize him. If, sir, it does not, can this bill | cover the intentions of Congress. It is the Presi- 
authorize him? If it’ does, can this bill control | dent’s duty to execute the laws; but they ought 
his Constitutional powers? Sir, the Legislative, | t© be passed in a clear and intelligible manner. 
the Executive, and the Judiciary, are co-ordinate |. Mr. Biss said, it was certainly proper in enact- 
powers, on subjects by the Constitution submit- | ing laws, to make them as explicit as possible; 
ted tothem ; each respectively and exclusively is,| but will this amendment make the bill more ia- 
entitled to construe the Constitution for itself. | telligible than it is at present? He thought not. 
Sir, Congress cannot alter any part of the Con- | Admitting, for the sake of argument, that Con- 
stitution Without the consent of the States; and | gress may rightfully direct the President as to the 
of course cannot, in any manner, by any act of | employment of this force, will this amendment 
ordinary legislation, impose a construction by | give any such direction? It would not. It was 
law. The Constitution is the paramount law, altogether indefinite, and he should, therefore, vote 


and by each department is to be construed by | against it. 
itself. I feel no doubt that these volunteers may After a few remarks from Mr. Gao.son and 


be sent out of the United States, by the Constitu- | others, he withdrew his amendment. ‘ 

tion; but no man can believe, if they cannot,that| Mr. Bacon said, there appeared to be wanting 
this law will justify or authorize it, unless we | an amendment to the bill in relation to the man- 
should determine that we have power paramount | ner in which the services of these volunteers are 
to that hallowed instrument. Sir, I am desirous | to be accepted. They are, according to this bill, 
of acting with despatch, and definitely, on this | to offer thejr services to the President ; but he 
bill. 'We were, two days ago, lectured by the |.thought it would be more convenient for them to 
honorable gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. WI~- | make the offer to the Governors of the several 
son.) for our delay in the passage of the bill, 1 | States, and let them communicate the offer to the 
appeal to this House, whether that gentleman has President. The Governors, as Commanders-in- 
not distinguished himself in that delay; and will | Chief of the States, will have to commission the 
submit to him the remark of Cato, “turpe est officers, and it would certainly be best, that the 
doctori, cum culpa redarguit ipsum.” I hope, | offer or service should be made to them. A dif- 
however, sir, we shall deliver ourselves from that | ferent course would be attended with much in- 
charge, by avoiding any farther delay, and that | convenience. He would move an amendment, 
the gentleman will withdraw his amendment, or | therefore, of the following words: “through the 
that the House will reject it, and pass the bill to | medium of the Executive authority of the seve- 








a third reading. 

Mr. Lacock observed that this amendment was 
intended to test the opinion of the House. Though 
he believed the President had the power to march 
the militia where he pleased, yet he should vote 
against it, because he believed Congress were 
travelling out of their duty in deciding this ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Fisk approved the proposed amendment. 
It was the duty of Congress to make their laws 
plain and intelligible; the proposed amendment 


| ident has power to cal 


ral States.” 
The motion was negatived. 
Mr. B. Hatt said he had voted for every mea- 


‘sure in favor of placing the country in a state 
| suited to the present crisis; but he could not vote 
| for the present bill, as he believed it to be uncon- 


stitutional. This corps, when imbodied. will be 
as much a regular corps as any other. The Pres- 

lows the militia for certain 
purposes. Who are the militia? They are all 
the people of the United States liable to do mi- 


would not affect the pomp | of the force. | litia duty, subject to the call of the President; but 


It would be declared on the face o 
what purposes the Volunteers were wanted, and 
no one could labor under any mistake on the sub- 
ject; whereas, if no such amendment is made, no 





the law for | the moment they are selected into special corps, 
| they are a part of the Army, and ought, therefore, 


| 


to be officered by the President. The word * mi- 


jitia” does not occur in the whole of this bill. 
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moved a recommitment of the bill. 
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for this doubt in his mind, he would have 
cheerfully voted for the additional force. He 
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| Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Samuci 
| McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah 

Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas New. 


Mr. Porter hoped the bill would be reedm- | bold, Stephen Ormsby, William Paulding, jun., Israc} 


mitted. Itis certainly incorrect in several respects, 
but especially in the first section. He should not, 


however, have made the motion, but have relied 


upon the Senate to have made the necessary cor- 
rection; but, being made, he seconded it, and | 
The section which provides 
for the acceptance of volunteers, does not say of | 


wished it to pass. 


whom they shall consist. 
The motion was negatived. 


| Pickens, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, Peter p. 
| Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. Ridge. 
| ly, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jona. 
| than Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Tho. 
mas Sammons, Ebehezer Seaver, John Sevier, Samuel 
| Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, Richard Stanford, 
| Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, William Strong, George 
| Sullivan, Peleg Tallman, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, 

George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Vay 
| Cortlandt, jun., Robert Whi:ebill, David R. Williams, 


Mr. Netson would make a last, an expiring | William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, and Robert 


effort to unravel or cut this web of difficulty into 
which this subject had been thrown—an effort 
made in the spirit of candor, and he hoped it | 
would be received by the Houseas intended. He 


had avowed it to be his object to put the United 
States in that armor which the President had 
recommended. 


Our Constitution, said Mr. N., was the fruit of | 


a spirit of compromise; and the measures of this 


House must frequently be actuated by a similar | 


spirit. It is necessary, all agree, to bring into 
existence a body of troops which will prove ef- 
fective. He was, on this account, for having a 


corps which would act more promptly than mili- | 


tia. It could not be expected, however, that mi- 
litia, unaccustomed to service, could act so prompt- 
ly asa corps of volunteers, which should be trained 
tor the purpose. Mr. N. thought it of great im- 
portance tuat the ardor and enthusiasm which 
exist among the people, at the present moment, 
should be taken advantage of for raising these 
volunteers ; and concluded with moving that the 


bill, with its amendments, lie upon the table for | MeMMve 
| siding in the Western country, poured. toa the 


the present, to afford him an opportunity of bring- 
ing in a new Dill to authorize the Rgesident to 
accept and commission a corps of volunteers—say 
30,000, 40,000, or 50,000; and, after a bill of this 
kind was passed, he would join with gentlemen 
in providing another corps for State purposes. 

Mr. McKee seconded the motion for another 
reason. There was a Message of importance on 
the table from the President of the United States, 
which he wished to hear read. 


The question was then put and negatived. The 


bill was then ordered for a third reading—yeas 
96, nays 25, as follows: 


Yeas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
John Baker, David Bard, Josiah Bartlett, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Har- 
manus Bleecker, Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James 
Breckenridge, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, 


William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon | 
W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, 


Matthew Clay, James Cochran, John Clopton, Lewis 
Condit, Wm. Crawford, R. Davis, John Dawson, Jos. 
Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Emott, 
William Ely, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, 
Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Obed 
Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson,. Joseph 
Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, Aaron 
Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, ‘Thomas 





Wright. 
Nays—Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, Abija) 
Bigelow, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, 
| Martih Chittenden, John Davenport, junior, Willian 
| Ely, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Bolling Hall, Richard 
| Jackson, junior, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph 
| Lewis, jr-, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Tin. 
| othy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Adam Seybert, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Taj). 
| madge, Laban Wheaton, and Leonard White. 
The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
| time to-morrow. 


| 





Fripay, January 17, 

| Mr. Quincy- presented a petition of the mem- 
| bers of the Association of Ministers in and about 
| Boston, praying that the ninth section of the “Act 
| regulating the Post Office Establishment,” passed 
| the twenty-fifth of April, 1810, be so amended a; 
| to prohibit the delivery of letters on Sunday be- 
| fore sunset.—Laid on the table. 

The Speaker presented several petitions of the 
members of sundry Christian denominations re- 


| mail may not be carried, and that post offices may 
not be opened on Sundays.—Ordered to lie on the 
table. 

A Message was received from the President of 
the United States transmitting a letter from the 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of Great Britain to the Secretary of State, 
with the answer of the latter.—Referred to the 
committee appointed, on.that part of the Presi- 
dent’s Message, which relates to Indian affairs. 


VOLUNTEER CORPS, 


An engrossed bill to authorize the President of 
the United States to accept and organize certain 
volunteer military corps, was read the third time. 
And on the question that the same do pass. it passed 
in the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 23, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, John Baker, Burwell Bassett, William 


Thomas Blount, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, 
Robert ‘Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, 
John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, 
John Clopton, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger 
Davis, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, James Emott, Wil- 
liam Findley; Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, 
Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Obed 
Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hutty, 


John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, William k. 
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| of Public Supplies was instituted long before that 
of Military Agent. The duties of the Quarter- 


301 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 802 


January, 1812. Quartermaster’s Department. H. or R. 











———— eee a =e — - 

King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Liv- | for the Army. So that there is not the least simi- 
ingston, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel larity between the two officers; one being the 
Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William | purchasing, the other the distributing officer. If 
McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah | the office of Purveyor were to be done away, the 
Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Mor- | Quartermaster General would have to employ a 
gan, Jeremiah Morrow, Anthony New, Thomas New- | deputy or agent to make these purchases, which 
pod, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William | would be putting too much in the power of a sub- 


ieee Socah Quiiey, Wiilieus Reed, Henry M. | ordinate officer, and would do away that check 


Ridgely, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, | which will exist if the Purveyor be continued, as 
William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver | the purchaser and distributor of the supplies would 
, , & ? : . 
a . 4, | be in the same person. The Purveyor is also the 
— eahek ‘Willig Sean, he yo nme purchaser of ‘asods for the Indian desetment 
John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Mr. WItuaMs rose to prevent any person from 
nee pra erent ade LE iek Coecinn spp wo baie hee 
hill, David R. Williams, Thomas Wilson, and Rober a 1e, 
Wright. , making remarks applicable to the printed bill (a 
Nays—Ezekiel Bacon, Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brig- | part of which had been struck out and other parts 
ham, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, | amended (instead of the bill read from the Chair. 
am, “pap “ne a er 
John Davenport, jun., William Ely, James Fisk, Asa | He deemed it unnecessary to add anything in 
Fitch, Bolling Hall, Richard Jackson, junior, Lyman | reply, to what had been so well said by the gen- 
Law, ane Lewis, jr., Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph | tleman from Connecticut. 
Pearson, ‘Timothy Pitkin, jr. Elisha R. Potter, Adam | Mr. A.sron said he had attended to the bill as 
Seybert, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin read, and not to the printed bill; and insisted that, 
Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, and Leonard White. —_| from the provisions of the bill, the Secretary of 
QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. | War might direct the Purveyor and Quarter- 
The bill from the Senate “for the establish- | master to purchase the same articles. If the bill 
ment of a Quartermaster’s Department” came up | Was what the gentleman from Connecticut had 
on its amine eenne ci 6 ag it to be, he should not have objected to it ; 
Mr, Auston said, if the House would pay at- | DUt It Was not. 
tention to the duty of the Parveyor of Public | Mr. Quincy had doubts whether both these 
Supplies, and examine the powers given to the officers were necessary. There was no such offi- 
Quartermaster General in this bill) it would ap- | cer as Purveyor of Public Supplies during the 
pear evident that there was no necessity for both | Revolutionary war. If it were found hereafter 
offices, and it certainly,was not the wish of the that another besides the Quartermaster General 
House to erect two great departments to perform | Was necessary, he could be appointed. There 
thesame duties. He could perceive no way in | Ought certainly to be a_ responsibility attached 
which one officer was to be a check upon the |to the purchase of supplies, and this might be 











| other. He liked the bill as itcame from the Sen- | placed in the Head of the War Department or 


ate better than as amended, as he saw no necessity | Quartermaster General. He had not sufficient 


_ for retaining the office of Purveyor. light on the subject, to say that both these officers 


Mr. TALLMaDGE observed, that the great object | are necessary. He was in favor of the bill as it 


of this bill, and theonly one which made it neces- | came from the Senate. 


sary, Was to provide for a Quartermaster General’s | __ Mr. Biounr said, that though there was not a 
Department, instead of military agents, as em- Purveyor of Public Supplies during the Revolu- 
ployed. at present. ‘There never was such an offi- | tlonary war, there was a Clothier, who did much 


| cer in the staff department in the Revolutionary | the same business. If we are going to war, said 


war. The late Secretary of War, as well as the | Mr. B., he did not see how we could do without 

present, were in favor of this change. The mili- | a Quartermaster General; and it would be im- 

lary agents, without. much responsibility, had | proper for him to become the purchaser of sup- 

nearly controlled the whole War Department. | plies, which it is the duty of the Purveyer to pur- 

An attempt was made two years ago to effect this chase, because, as had already been stated, there 

change, butitthen failed. The office of Purveyor | would be no check in the business. There must 
be propriety in keeping the offices distinct. 

Mr. Macon observed, it was impossible to go to 
master General and Purveyor are very different, | war without a Quartermaster General; for there 
The former is a highly respectable and confiden- | is no man has so much to do about an army as 
tial officer; he is next in consequence to the Com- | this officer. There was always more difficulty in 
mander-in-Chief, with whom he has frequent | settiing the Quartermaster General’s accounts 
communication. Every movement of the Army | than any other. The only instances in which a 
is first communicated to him. He ought to be a | Quartermaster General has to parchase supplies, 
is when, by some miscarriage or accident, the 
supplies from the Commissary or Purveyor do not 
arrive in season. It is necessary that such a 
power should be vested in this officer, to be 
used on such extraordinary occasions. As had 
been stated by his colleague, though there were 


military character. It is his duty to receive and 

deliver out the necessary supplies for the Army, 

and to attend toits movements. The duties of 

the Purveyor is to purchase, under the direction 

of the Secretary of the Treasury, arms, clothing, 

hospital stores, and every other article necessary 
12th Con. Ist Sess.—26 
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no Purveyor during the Revolution, there were 
clothiers or agents employed in different situations, 
which answered the purpose. The qualifications 
necessary for the Quartermaster General and Pur- 
veyor are | different; the one ought to:be a 
soldier, the other a merchant. 

The bill passed by a large majority. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill concerning the Naval Es- 
tablishment. 

Mr. Cueves, the Chairman of the Navy Com- 
mittee, moved to fill the blank in the first section 
of the bill with “four hundred and eighty thou- 
sand dollars,” and said he believed it to be his 





duty at this time, to disclose to the Committée of 


the Whole the views and motives of the select 
committee in reporting the bill. Mr. C. said, I 
consider this subject as one of the most important 
that can be brought before this House; as a great 

uestion, involving, to a considerable extent, the 
ate of a species of national defence the most es- 
sential and necessary to the interests of this coun- 
try. I know, said Mr. C., how many and how 
strong are the prejudices, how numerous and how 
deeply laid are the errors which I have to en- 
counter in the discussion of this question ; errors 
and prejudices the more formidable, as they come 
recommended by the virtues, and shielded by the 
estimable motives of those who indulge them. 1 
have been told that this subject is unpopular, and 
it has been not indistinctly hinted, that those 
who become the zealous advocates of the bill will 
not advance by their exertions the personal esti- 
mation in which they may be held by their polit- 
ical associates. 1 will not do my political friends 
the injustice to believe that these exertions will 
diminish their confidence; but, could I think 
otherwise, I hope I shall never be diverted from 
a faithful discharge of my duty by considerations 
of this kind. I wish to lead no man, and I am 
determined not to be blindly led by any man. Ino 
acting with a party,I do so, because I[ adopt their 
leading principles and politics as the best, and be- 
cause [ believe, from the nature of free Govern- 
ment, it is necessary so to act to give efficiency 
to the exertions of any individual; but I do not 
feel myself, therefore, bound to renounce my de- 
liberate opinions on all the great interests of the 
nation, or to take no independent part in the ex- 
ertions of the party to which I belong. I sincere- 
ly believe that, if this infant Naval Establish- 
ment be either abandoned or put down, the party 
who now form the majority in this House, and 
in the country, may run great risk of becoming 
the minority, not only within these walls, but in 
the nation. 

This question must be discussed, said Mr. C., 
on this occasion, on new principles. Hitherto, in 
politics, as in science and morals, there have been 
certain fixed principles, which, to attempt to 

rove, would be considered as trifling with the 
hearer ; and certainly among these, the propriety 
and necessity of protecting commerce, in a com- 
mercial country, would have heen ranked. But 
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we have heard it said, and it has almost becom» 
popular and fashionable to say on this floor, tha; 
the nation ought not to go to war for the protec. 
tion of commerce ; and, by stronger reason, tha; 
it ought not.to establish a navy, which, it is syp. 
posed, is fitted only for that object ;, that nothing 
should provoke us to this act of national resist. 
ance, but the actual invasion of our soil. When 
such principles have been avowed, the friends of 
the bill before you cannot deem it unnecessary— 
the opponents of it cannot consider it as improp. 
erly obtrusive—to discuss the question, whether 
the commerce of this country is entitled to pro. 
tection. I ask the patient attention of the Com. 
mittee tosuch arguments as shall grow out of the 
subject, which I will endeavor to lay before them 
with as much precision and clearness as [ an 
able. I shall not hesitate to occupy their time 
by a full development of them as the importance 
of the question demands, and will justify it, while 
the errors and prejudices that encumber and em. 
barrass the subject render it necessary. 

Is commerce, then, in this country, entitled t 
protection? The object of all government i: 
protection ; the strong, under it, are more effectu- 
ally protected by the combination of their strength 
with the power of weaker interests—even to the 
strong this protection is necessary—but it is more 
the’ object of the weak, and to them is more ne. 
cessaty. How obvious, then, is the violation o: 
the object of all government, if the weaker inter- 
ests are denied protection because it may require 
some sacrifices from the strong? Yet, this vio- 
lation is really, though not ostensibly asserted 
be justifiable by those who say we shall not exert 
the national energies in the form of war for the 

rotection of commerce. Agriculture, they say 
is the great interest of the country ; and, as war 
will require of it great sacrifices, therefore the 
protection of commerce ought to be abandoned. 
And is it, then, true, that the greatest interes: 
which enjoys the protection of Government, and 
exacts of the weaker the sacrifices necessary for 
this end, shall, in turn, suffer nothing in defence 
of those interests with which it is associated ? No, 
that is too monstrous a’principle to be asserted. 
But gentlemen say, it is not incumbent on a Govr- 
ernment to defend the smallest interest which 
claims its protection, by the greatest sacrifices 0! 
which it is capable—the sufferings of war, and it 
calamitous and ruinous conseqdeaces. This pro- 
tection of commerce will cost more, they say, 
than the object is worth, and therefore ought no! 
to be granted. These positions I deny ; and al- 
though | admit that the smallest interests of s0- 
ciety are not to be defended by the greatest exer- 
tion—by war—because partial interests must yiel! 
to the great abd general interests of society ; ye! 
every other interest is not to yield to the greates! 
interest. When the interest in question become: 
a general one, and assumes the character of one 
of the great interests of the community, its de- 
fence demands the exertion of the whole powe! 
of the Government, and its claims are not les: 


than would be those of the greatest interest un- 


der its protection. J deny that war is ever justly 


805 


—— 
_ 


JANUAR) 
founded 
or gaia. 
frequent 
pensated 
therefor 
War ous 
the great 
a case, tl 
by a hig 
js the ca 
the war. 
trated b 
it can be 
sition is 
yentitiot 
there is 
ought t 
greatly 
the polit 
bled in 
combini 
the cou! 
Union, 2 
tual dis 
protectit 
clare wl 
out bei 
ous feel 
member 
an objec 
merce, t 
abandon 
protecte 
of the 
those di 
their fee 
than the 
that yo 
ifyou a 
is neces 
least, us 
tranquil 
But, s 
which 1 
momen 
olated c¢ 
and wot! 
day; in 
honor t 
questio! 
will be 
upon ge 
judices 
they m 
which 1 
rect fee 
positior 
going t 
sition | 
to war 
But, 
merce | 
culture 
merce 
the exe 
try of « 


805 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 806 


JANUARY, 1812. Naval Establishment. ’ 


_— ——— _——_— 
= 


H. or R. 


founded on a calculation of mere pecuniary loss | plu’ productions of one nation for those of anoth- 
orgaio. War is always a terrible, and not un-jer? How is foreign commerce carried on? 
frequently @ ruinous, calamity, and can be com-| By agents among yourselves, or by agents in 
pensated by no pecuniary advantage ; this cannot, | foreign countries; by domestic or by foreign 
therefore, be the basis of political calculation. | capital. But which is most advantageous to the 
War ought. never to be made but in defence of | agriculturist? Certainly, your own merchants 
the great interests of the community ; and, in such | and your owncapital. Half the number of agents 
a case, the only calculation which should be-made | at home, if it were for no other reason than their 
by a high-spirited nation, or a just Government, | proximity, will do the business ; half the domes- 
is the calculation of the national ability to wage | tic capital, from the repeated operations of which 
thewar. But the sabject is one not to be illus-| it is susceptible, will effect the exchange. It is 
trated by argument, It is plainer in itself than | these operations which constitute commerce, and 
itcan be made by reasoning. When the propo-| it is this commerce which makes agriculture val- 
sition is submitted, it appears to cast off the ad-|uable. Every facility of commerce increases the 
yentitious aid as cumbrous and unnecessary. Yet, | value of agricultural productions. Thus it is, 
there is a claim of peculiar right which may and | that the commerce of our farms is more or less 
ought to be added. It pervaded and supplied | valuable, as they are more or less remote from 
reatly and deeply the motives and the causes of | market; because, as they are more or less remote 
the political compact under which we are assem- | from market, is the exchange more or“less facile, 
bled in this Hall. The distresses of commerce, | these results are equally attendant on every facil- 
combining with the other suffering interests of | ity or disadvantage. Every expense and every 
the country, laid the foundations of this happy | difficulty of transportation and exchange with 
Union, and in this hour of mutual peril and mu- | foreign countries diminishes the value of our 
tual distress, was given the pledge of mutual jagriculture. But no facility is so great as se- 
protection; and we are called upon now to de-| curity ; and to give this security in time of war, 
clare whether it shall be forcibly :withheld with- | your ships must be protected on the ocean. Sup- 
out being justly redeemed? No man of gener- | pose, as is in fact the case at the present moment, 
ous feelings, no honest statesman, no honorable | Great Britain and France to be engaged in hostil- 
member of this House, I am‘sure, will avow such | ities with each other; the difficulties of transporting 
an object. How, then, can the proteetion of com- | your produce to the dominions of either, are in- 
merce, the second great interest of the nation, be | creased by the spoliations of the other. Ofcourse, 
abandoned? Or will you say that commerce is | the prices of your produce will fall, and the value 
protected, because you defend the worthless sands | of your agriculture will be diminished by every 
of the seashore, or the comfortless dwellings of | risk and every expense which -these difficulties 
those devoted to commerce? You will deride} may cause. But imagine the same commerce to 
their feelings and mock the substance with less | be protected, and exactly in the degree of that 
than the semblance of justice, when you tell them | protection will the prices of your products and 
that you defend their altars and their fire-sides, | the value of your agriculture be increased. Sup- 
ifyou abandon their property on the ocean, which | pose it completely protected, and the agricultur- 
is necessary to make the one cheerful and, at ist would combine the advantage of war prices 
least, useful, to carry the heart with gratitude and | and profits with no other than the charges of 
tranquil piety, to the foot of the other. | peace. But suppose we should adopt the Chi- 
But, said Mr..C., we dare not act on the principles | nese system, as it has been called, and have no 
which we appear to profess. > Are we not at this | ships of our own; and that we should, as we do 
moment about to go to war in defence of our vi- | in fact at this time, require the ports of France, 
olated commerce? Did not my honorable friend | and the rest of the Continent under her control, 
and worthy colleague, (Mr. Wicitams,) the other | as markets for our agricultural productions, what 
day; in a strain of eloquence which did equal | would be the consequence? British ships are ex- 
honor to-his talents and his patriotism, put the | cluded from these ports, and there are no other 
question on this footing, and yet, it is strange, he | foreign carriers, and we should have none of our 
will be opposed to the, bill before you. I call | own; how, in that case, would we convey a pound 
upon gentlemen to divest themselves of the pre- | of cotton or tobacco, or any other article, to these 
judices they may have imbibed on this subject; | markets? How would it be possible to render 
they must see, at this moment, in the measures | our agricultural productions, which are consumed 
which they have just adopted, the current of cor- | in these countries, of any value? Without ships 
rect feelings impelling them on their object in op- | andseamen,and, consequently, without commerce, 
position to the prejudice of opinion. They are | of what value would all our agriculture be be- 
going to war in defence of commerce, in oppo- | yond the supply of “meat, fire, and clothes?” 
sition to their declaration, that they will not go | And is not this nearly the state and situation of 
to war in defence of commerce. our present unprotected commerce and our pres- 
But, said Mr. C., why is the protection of com- | ent languishing agriculture? But were our com- 
merce distinguished from the protection of agri- | merce effectually protected, did our flag give se- 
culture? The interests of agriculture and com- | curity to the vessels which bear it and the proper- 
merce are inseparable. What is commerce but } ty they convey, what would be the appreciation in 
the exchange of the surplus produce of the indus- | value of the agricultural products of our country, 
try of one individual for that of another, the sur- | which are now without purchasers and prices? 
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It has been said, by a strong and lively figure 
of rhetoric, that this country is a great land ani- 
mal, which should not venture into the water. 
But if you look at its broad high back, the Alle- 
ganies, and its great sides swelling to the East 
and to the West, where do you find its immense 
limbs terminate? Not on some great plain which 
has been formed for their reception, but in two 
great oceans, the Pacific on the one side, and the 
Atlantic on the other. The figure expiains the 
true interests of the country, in the inseparable 
union and necessary dependence of agriculture 
and commerce. The God of Nature did not give 
to the United States a coast of two thousand 
miles in extent, not to be used. No; it was in- 
tended by this bounty to make usa great com- 
mercial people ; and shall we ungratefully reject 
the enjoyment of his unexampled beneficence ? 
No, it haS not and will not beneglected. A great 
portion of our people exist but upon the ocean 
and its fruits. It has been eloquently, and not 
less truly than eloquently, said, that “the ocean 
is their farm,” and it must and will be protected. 
But how is this protection to be afforded? I will 
endeavor to prove that it can be done, and done 
most cheaply and effectually by a naval force ; 
and if I succeed in this, i shall hope for the con- 
currence of the Committee. No proposition ap- 

ars to me more true or more obvious, than that 
it is only by a naval force that our commerce 
and our neutral rights on the ocean can be pro- 
tected. We are now going to war for the protec- 
tion of these rights; but in what way, and under 
what circumstances? The mode is altogether 
accidental, and not founded on the permanent re- 
lations or means of the country. It is not my 
intention to condemn the course which has been 
taken. It has had my hearty concurrence, and 
my zealous, though feeble, support. I hope it 
may be altogether effectual; and I believe it will 
inflict a wound which will be felt with poig- 
nancy. But it is, notwithstanding, partial and ac- 
cidental ; for, if Great Britain had not the Cana- 
das on our borders, how could we attack or resist 
her, armed as we are? If we possess ourselves 
of the Canadas, and this we shall certainly do 
in the event of war, how and where shall we then 
continue the war without a naval force? We 
shall suffer the evils of war, without inflicting 
any of them onthe enemy. We cannot send our 
regulars or our volunteers on the ocean. Does it 
not, then, result, inevitably, as the dictate of com- 
mon prudence, that we should, as soon as possible, 
commence our naval preparations? The Naval 
Establishment of the United States has been here- 
tofore so much neglected, that it is at present in 
a state of lamentable depression; and the ques- 
tion now is, whather we will suffer it to go down 
entirely, or attempt to raise it up to some degree 
of respectability. Some gentlemen say, “if you 
had asked for no more.than the reparation of the 
frigates in ordinary, we might have granted your 
request.” But, for myself, I would not thank 
any gentleman for this concession. The select 
committee conceived it to be their duty to bring 
the question fully before the House in the shape 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Naval Establishment. 











808 


JANUARY, 1819, 


in which they have exposed it. Not to ask mero. 
ly what it would do to assist by naval co-operg 
tion, in the first efforts of the contemplated stryo- 
gle, but principally what it would do towards ec. 
tablishing and perpetuating a respectable naya| 
force for the protection of those important rights 


ra- 


of the people, which are, and must continue, ex. 
posed upon the ocean. Their determination was 
plainly, candidly, and boldly, to speak to the 
House, and through it to the nation, on this great 
question, and leave its fate to the wisdom of the 
one and the good sense of the other. 

That a respectable Naval Establishment af. 
fords*the only effectual means of causing oy; 
commercial rights to be respected, will, as a 
general proposition, be denied by few persons, if 
any. But its adoption by us is deemed improper 
by those who oppose it, on the grounds of the 
enormous expense which, it is said, the establish- 
ment will necessitate, and the inability of the 
nation, by any force which it can provide, to re- 
sist, with effect, the immense naval power of 
Great Britain. Is it not surprising, that so much 
prejudice should exist against this establishment 
on account of its expensiveness, when it is ascer- 
tained -that, during the whole eighteen years of 
its existence, from 1794, to 1811, inclusive, it has 
cost the Government..only $27,175,695? | an 
afraid I shall be tedious, because the only way in 
which I hope to bring conviction home to the 
minds of the House, is by entering, with minute- 
ness and precision, into a dry detail of figures and 
statements ; bui the necessity of the case must be 
my apology forthe course which I shall take. | 
the House shall have fuli confidence in my state- 
ments, much will be gainéd to the argument; for 
it will be difficult, if not impossible, for the hearer 
to follow me through an examination of these 
details, as the argument proceeds. For this con- 
fidence, therefore, I will venture to hope. | be- 
lieve the statements’on which I rely to be accu- 
rate, as far as accuracy is material to the discus- 
sion.. I will state them with candor, and, whea 
I have concluded, I will put them into the hands 
of gentlemen who may wish to examine them, 
for theirown satisfaction, or to refute them. The 
average annual expense of this establishment, s0 
much censured for its wasteful and improvident 
management, has but little exceeded $1,500,000 
which is not much more thaw twice the amount 
of the usual annual appropriation for our eco 
nomical Civil List. It has-been generally sup- 
posed, that it has been much more-expensive that 
the Military Establishment, but I will show that 
this is not really the case. The expense of the 
Military Establishment, from 1791 to 1811, inclu- 
sive, has been $37,541,669, giving an annual aver 
age of $1,700,000; or $200,000 per annum mor 
than that of the Navy. It thus appears that, 1) 
the gross amount, as well as in the annual ex 
penditure, the Army has been more expensiv? 
than the Navy. Compare, too, the services 
of the Army with those of the Navy, and | 
will be found that those of the latter have bee! 
most useful and most honorable to the nation. | 
know of no service of this character which the 
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Army has performed, except the defeat of the In- 
jians by General Wayne, and the late gallant 
sfair on the Wabash. The Navy, in the contest 
with France in 1798, were victorious wherever 











i 
8 it encountered an enemy, and probably laid the 
“s fundation of the subsequent accommodation with 
its Ge vat nation. In the Mediterranean, its exploits 
“a- yea name to the country throughout Europe; | 
Was jumbled, in an unexampled manner, the pirati- 
the Ht and barbarous foe, and.crowned itself with a 
a reputation for intrepidity and heroism, which had | 
the jot been exceeded by the exploits of any nation, | 
af and which must go down toa distant posterity. I | 





mean not, by this comparison, to say anything | 
injurious to the Army, but only to declare that 
reference to which I think the naval services of | 
the country are entitled. Admitting, if it be de- 
sired, that the Navy has heretofore occasioned an 
expense not warranted by its force or its services ; 
and I cannot deny but that, from a variety of 
causes, the expense may have been unneeessarily | 
great; an argument cannot thence be fairly drawn 
against its future use—the contrary is the fair 
conclusion.» Past errors lay the foundation of | 
future improvement. it was thus the greatest | 
orator, and one of the greatest statesmen, of anti- | 
quity, reasoned. The great Athenian orator, | 
when rousing his countrymen by his impetuous 
eloquence, to resist the ambition of Philip, de- | 
clared that it was on their past misconduct that | 
he built his highest hopes; for, said he, “ were 
we thus distressed, in spite of every vigorous ef- 
fort which the honor of our State demanded, there 
were then no hope of recovery.” So may we 
reason in this case; for had these extraordinary 
expenses been the result of good economy, then, 
indeed, would their diminution be hopeless ; but, 
asthey have proceeded from a wasteful or unskil- 
ful expenditure; the remedy will be found ina 
reform of the abuse; to effect this reform, is the 
duty of Congress. But it has not only been less 
expensive than the Army, but at may be proved, 
as the committee have declared in their report, 
that “a naval force within due limits and under 
proper regulations. will constitute the cheapest 
defence of the nation.” This will be partly proved 
by a comparison between the expense of the per- 
manent fortifications of our maritime frontier and 
that of an adequate naval defence. The experi- 
ence Of moderp naval warfare has proved that 
no fortifications can prevent the passage of ships 
ofwar. The present fortifications of our mari- 
lime frontier, though they are more numerous 
| and better than they have been at any other pe- 
riod in our history, cannot prevent an inconsider- 
able naval force trom laying many of our towns 
inashes. Indeed, it is believed that no fortifica- 
tions which can be erected will afford a complete 
protection against such attacks, while their ex- 
pense would be oppressive tothe nation. The 
city of New York alone, if completely fortified, 
would require a further expenditure of three mil- 
lions of dollars, and a garrison of ten thousand 
men, and then might be laid in ashes by four or 
five seventy-fours. But we have a coast of two 
thousand miles to protect, the expense of which 
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could not be borne by the nation. A better de- 
fence would be furnished by such a naval force 
as would give youa mastery in the American 
seas, and at home much less expense. 
taken the trouble, in the discharge of my duty as 
a member of the select committee, to ascertain 


I have 


the expenditures which have been actually made 
on aecount of fortifications, and they amount very 
nearly to $6,500,000. It is necessary, in fairness, 
to state, that upwards of $2,000,000 consist of the 
permanent appropriation annually made “for for- 
tifications, arsenals, and armories.” I am not 
sufficiently acquainted with the application of 
this appropriation to say how much of it may 


| have been expended on the fortifications of the 


maritime frontier, but gentlemen may make any 
deduction they may thiak proper on this accoung, 
it will not vary materially thegeneralresult. When 
the present fortifications shall be completed, and the 
additions made which will be authorized by the 
appropriations of the present year, it will require 
fifteen thousand artillerists to garrison them, ex- 
clusive of such other force as will be necessary in 
case of attack. The report of the Secretary of 
War on this subject, which is among the printed 
documents on your table, requires, for the present 
fortifications, 12,600 artillerists; and I think it 
fair to add the difference between this number 
and 15,000, the number which I have assumed, 
for additional fortifications which are deemed 
necessary, and will be provided for by the appro- 
priations of the year, These men are to be en- 
listed, and to receive land and pecuniary bounties. 
If the lands thus given be estimated at two dol- 
lars per acre, which is the lowest price at which 
the officers of the Government are authorized to 
sell the public lands, and rather below the actual 
sales, they will amount, for 15,000 men, to $4,- 
800,000. It will be proper here to show that 
these land bounties are to be considered as an ac- 
tual expenditure to this amount, as it may be sup- 
posed by some that the public lands are in quan- 
tity almost without limits, and that any number 
of acres may be disposed of in this way without 
perceptibly diminishing the public wealth. This, 
however, is not the case; the lands given in 
bounties will be thrown into the market in spite 
of any legal regulations that can be devised, and 
will, to their extent, supersede in the market those 
of the Government; they will, of course, be sold 
lower than the public lands, as the holders will 
sell at the price at which they may be able to 
force a sale. The weight of this argument, how- 
ever, may be denied, but should it be diminished 
in any degree by the objections which may be 
made to it, the diminution will be more than 
compensated by a consideration of the disadvan- 
tages which the present States will suffer in hav- 
ing their population, already too much scattered, 
spread out to their extremes, a disadvantage more 
real to them than the expenditure of a consider- 
able sum of money, nor am I to be understeod in 
this as expressing any hostility to our territorial 
settlements, which ought to be treated with the 
justice to which they are entitled under our laws, 
and the kindness which they claim as our breth- 
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ren; but we are not therefore to disguise the fact, 
that, in a political view, the diffusion of a popu- 
lation, at present too little condensed, must be in- 
jurious to those whom we now represent. So 
much has been said of the land bounties, not 
merely for the support of the present calculation, 
but because it will be material in other views of 
this subject. It probably has been proved that it 
would be equally advantageous to the nation to 
pay the estimated amount out of the Treasury, 


were the money there, and not subject to more | Of naval defence- = - - = 


pressing requisitions, 
Then, the land bounties may be estimat- 


ONS ee ee 
The pecuniary bounties will be $240,000, ; 
which, for even numbers, call - - 200,000 





” 5,000,000 
Add to this sum the expenditures for the 
erection of fortifications - - - 





And they will make the sum of - - $11,500,000 | 
This sum constitutes the first expenditure on 

account of the permanent fortifications and their 

defence; in other words, the first cost, and is ex- 

clusive of annual expenses— 

The annual estimates for the support of 
fifteen thousand men, will be - - 

But we must add for repairs and extraor- 
dinaries, as our calculations relate to a 
period of hostilities, at least - - 


$4,500,000 


1,500,000 


$6,000,000 





Making, for annual expense, the sum of 


The addition for extraordinaries is much below 
the probable fact; and, for the correctness of this | 
opinion, I beg leave to appeal to my honorable | 
colleague, the Chairman of the Military Commit- 
tee, (Mr. Wituiams,) who has lately and fully 
turned his attention to the subject, and request 
him to correct me if I am wrong. Now, let us 
inquire, what will be the expense of such a Na- 
val Establishment as the committee have pro- 
posed as a force competent to the defence of your | 
coasting trade, and your ports and harbors. I 
must here take for granted, what shall be proved 
in the progress of the argument, that this force is 
competent for the object proposed. 


Then, twelve seventy-fours will cost in building and 
equipping, according to the estimate of the Secre- | 
tary of the Navy, $333,000 each, or - $3,960,000 

Twenty frigates, averaging thirty-eight 
guns, according to the same estimate, 


will cost $170,000 each, or - - 3,400,000 


Say, for even numbers - - $7,500,000 


The annual expense, according to the same 
estimate, will be— 


For twelve seventy-fours $211,784 each, 


better: Wed bisse . «sine QO 
For twenty frigates, $100,000 each - 2,000,000 





$4,500,000 
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Then the comparative result will be: 


Original cost of permanent fortifications and their de. 
fence - - - - - - $11,500,000 


———— 


Original cost of naval defence - - = 7,500,000 
4 Laianasis 
Leaving in favor of naval defence a bal- 
anceof + -+ - - - - 4,000,000 
| 
Annual expense.—Of fortifications, gar- 
risons, &c: - - - - - 6,000,000 
4,500,000 
Se 
Leaving a balance in favor of our naval 
defence of - - - - - $1,500,000 


—- 


ed 


It is necessary, said Mr. C., that I should fortify 
every fact which I advance, as I proceed, for eve. 
rything is denied. It is accordingly denied that 
the estimates of the Secretary are to be relied 


6,500,000 | upon, for it is said that the estimates of that de- 


partment have been frequently incorrect. This 
may have been the case in some instances ; but 
it is denied that any of these errors are calcu- 
lated to preve the present estimates to be incor- 
rect, which are stated by the Secretary to be full, 
and which are founded on the whole of our past 
experience. The materiality of accuracy, how- 
ever, in this particular, requires that every doubt 
should be removed ; and it shall be done, if satis- 
factory proof can produce that effect, In the first 
place, the fulness of the estimates, which is the 
fact we have to prove, is confirmed by the fact 


| alleged by the opponents of the Navy, that the 
| expenditures on this object have been wastefully 


and unskilfully made, and therefore the introduc- 
tion of better economy into the system will prob- 
ably diminish the expenditures, and bring then 
below the estimates; it will, at least, give an as- 
surance of their competency. But I will confirm 
the adequacy of these estimates by a comparison 
of them with the expenditures of the British 
Government on their Naval Establishment. The 
British Government has never been distinguished, 
at least not in modern times, for great economy. 
In relation-to a navy, too, we have many advan- 
tages which that Government does not enjoy— 
the materials of a naval establishment are cheap- 
er with us. The British mation imports nearly 
all of them from abroad~much of them from us. 
We have nearly all of them within ourselves. 
We know that ship-building is actually and prac- 


| tically cheaper with us than with them ; we have, 


therefore, the advantages in these particulars. 
There is but one in which they incur, or can in- 
cur, a less expense than us, and that is in the sea- 
men who man their navy; but this, as will be 
seen by reference to their estimates, is not among 
the largest objects of their expenditure. Our es 
tablishment, if properly organized and managed— 
and these are objects entirely within our own 
power—must be cheaper, in proportion to its ex- 
tent, than that of Great Britain. Let us, then, 
compare the estimates of the Secretary with the 
experience of that country. My honorable friend, 
(Mr. Basserr,) who was formerly the Chairman 
of the Committee on the Naval Establishment, 
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ad who, I regret, has been succeeded by one so | which I have just made of the expenses author- 
much less able to do justice to the subject, has | ized for the present year with that of a Naval 
jen SO obliging as to put in my hands a state- Establishment of double the force which has 
nent of the naval appropriations of Great Brit- | been supposed by the Secretary of the Navy and 
sin, from an early period to the present time, | the select committee, to be sufficient to command 
fom which I have selected one year as an exam- | the American seas, and to protect our ports and 
le. It is fairly selected ; it is the year 1801, the | harbors. It will be found that this force may not 
year in which the peaceof Amiens was concluded, | only be built and equipped, but supported for one 
aod in which I believe the active Naval Estab- | year at a less expense— 

jshment of Great Britain was greater than in Twenty-five seventy-fours, at $333,000 

any preceding or any subsequent year. She had, each, will cost - - = = = $8,325,000 
atthat time, in commission eight hundred and | Forty frigates, averaging thirty-eight 


thirty-three vessels, and her appropriations were | guns, at $170,000 each - - 6,800,000 
£15,800,000, equal to about $65,000,000. This | —pecemerers 
sum included the usual appropriations for build- | $15,125,000 


Annual expense. 


ing and repairs, and for the vessels in ordi- ' 
nary. Now, the estimates of the Secretary, for | Twenty-five seventy-fours, at two hun- 

the annual expense of twelve seventy-fours and | dred and eleven thousand dollars each, 

twenty frigates, amount to $4,500,000, which is | __ will cost ° - - $5,275,000 

considetably more than one-fifteenth part’of the | Porty frigates, at one hun- 

annual expense of the whole British navy in 1801,| dred thousand dollars 

while it is very obvious that they do not,innum-| °#h - - - = 4,000,000 

ber or force, amount nearly to an equal propor- | a 9,275,000 
tion of their vessels. With this proof before us, | ee ieee 
it cannot be urged that the eaticnates on which I | $24,400,000 
rely are not sufficiently large. But to prove more | 





Expense of military preparations au- 


glaringly, though not perhaps sere clearly, that | thorized for the present year - - $30,000,000 
a Naval Establishment is the cheapest defence | 
that the nation can'employ, permit me to insti- | In favor of Naval Establishment - - $5,600,000 


tute a comparison between the expense of the | -_ 
military preparations which have been already |_ Besides, let it always be remembered that half 
authorized and recommended, as necessary for | this force is deemed, by those most competent to 
the present year, with the whole expense of the | decide the question, sufficient to command our 
Naval Establishment from its institution to this | ports and harbors. 


day. The particulars of the military prepara-| | The superior cheapness of naval defence seems 
tions for this year. are— | to me to be satisfactorily established, and Iam 
Bounty in money to thirty-five thousand | next to prove that the force proposed—I mean 

men ° - ° é a * $560,000 | twelve seventy-fours and twenty frigates—are 
Bounty in land to thirty-five thousand | sufficient to protect us in our own seas, and de- 

men- °- Pe a - 11,200,000 | fend our ports and harbors against the naval pow- 
Estimate of the Secretary of War for ‘er of Great Britain. The first evidence that is 

support - - +  - = = 10,500,000 | offered in support of this proposition, is the opin- 
Appropriations for volunteers - - 3,000,000 | jon of naval men; and if the representations of 
Appropriations for munitions of war - — 1,500,000 | any man may be relied upon with confidence, so 
Appropriations for fortifications - ~- 1,000,000 | far, at least, as that they are not founded in de- 


. | ception, I believe those of a sailor may be. By 
27,760,000 | naval men, I have been assured, that this force is 


| Extraordinaries - - + _- =; 2,240,000 adequate to the object proposed. It is impossible 





# |for me to state with accuracy, or in a manner 
$90,090,090 | calculated to give a due impression of them, all 


Total expense of the Navy from its in- 'the reasons which they offer in support of their 





stitution - = st ts 87,179,008 | opinion, but among them are those detailed in the 
; . > ‘the select committee. Indeed, - 
In favor of the Navy - P ‘ - $2,825,000 report of th ct committee deed, they ad 


vance the opinion, and support it with reasons, the 
error of which, if they be erroneous, I am unable 

In the estimate of the expenses authorized by | to discover, that it will require the enemy to em- 
Congress for the present year, I. have included | ploy a triple force to put himself on a footing of 
the land bounties, as a fair item, for the reasons | equality with that of the United States. Their 
already urged; and I have added for extraordina- | reasons are, as nearly as I can state them, these: 
ries only $2,240,000, which is much below what | there must be stationed on our coast, at any given 
will certainly be incurred, should the troops be | time, an equal force ; this force cannot be fitted 
called into service ; and here, again, 1 appeal to | out, unless with great disadvantage to the service 
my honorable colleague (Mr. WixuiaMs) to cor- | in point of expense, and in respect to the health 
rect me, if lam wrong. | of the crew, for much more than three months’ 

Let us now, as further proof of the superior | service. An equal force must be put in requisi- 
cheapness of naval defence, compare the estimate | tion and kept in readiness to relieve that on the 
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station. But,as all the equipments of the enemy 
must be made in Europe, the force destined to 
relieve the first, must be despatched by the time 
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can direct to any given point almost an unlimited 
number of ships. Butvif this delusive impression 
| be removed, it will be found that, notwithstang. 





the first may be supposed to have arrived on our | ing the greatness of the force, the points to which 
coast, because it will be necessary, at a period as | it must be destined are so numerous and dispersed 
early as the arrival of the second, for the first to | as to put it all in requisition. This I will prove 
return ; but the first could not proceed to Europe, | by reference to the distribution of her fleets jp 
‘be equipped, and return to relieve the second in| 1801. [Here Mr.C. read a statement of the force 
time ; and therefore a third equivalent force is | and distribution of the British fleet at that time. ] 
necessary, and thus three times the force of the | From which of these stations, said Mr. C., could 
United States must be employed by the enemy | she have sparéd, with safety and pradence, a por. 
to place himself on a footing of equality with it. | tion of the force employed? Could she, from al). 
History may be resorted to, with confidence, to| have stationed and continued in our seas a force 
prove that neither Great Btitain, nor any other| which would have been equal, under the disad- 
nation, has ever been able to station, for any length | vantages which have been pointed-out, to twelye 
of time, in distant seas, a force equal to that which, | seventy-fours and twenty frigates? How much 
in the opinion of naval men, is sufficient to ac- | less would she have been able to havefurnished a 
complish the objects proposed by the committee— | foree which would be superior to a naval arma- 
the dominion of the American seas, and the de- | ment whose expense should equal that of the 
fence of our ports and harbors. There is one} military preparations of the present year? But, 
fact which, above all others, shows the inability | it nvay be said, that the ships which Great Brit 
of Great Britain to keep a large fleet on our coast. | ain has in ordinary would be more than equal to 
From the frozen regions of the North to the Isth- | any increase which any circumstances would re- 
mus of Darien, she has not a port fit for naval | quire. This might be true, were her seamen un- 
equipment or repair, except Halifax; and if, as | limited in numbers, and her pecuniary resources 











the opponents of the Navy seem to think certain, 
and I hope their opinions may be realized, we 
shall, in the event of war, deprive her of that, she 
will be without the means of repairing a disabled 
vessel in out seas. Under such circumstances, 
anything but temporary service would be utterly 
impracticable. 

But, said Mr. C., on the subject of the British 
naval force, there is great misconception. The 
the mind, and an examination of its actual force, 
and the numerous requisitions which are made 
upon it, is usually rejected as an idle labor. Let 
this examination be made, and at least some part 
of the terror which it excites will vanish. Of 
the eight hundred anc thirty-three ships which 
Great Britain had in commission in 1801, and she 
never had more, it is believed, there were only 
three hundred and eighty-three that exceeded the 
size and capacity of the large privateers that will 
probably be fitted out by the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States,in theevent of war. Ofthislast number, 
there were one hundred and forty-twoof sixty-four 
guns, and above; twenty-two between fifty and 
sixty guns; one hundred and fifty-six between 


high-sounding number of a thousand ships appals 





inexhaustible; but both are limited, and so must 
be her naval armament. To fit out vessels which 
she has in ordinary, would require; within a few 
thousand, all the seamen in her, merchant service. 
and such an addition to her annual expenditure. 
as the nation neither would nor could bear. 
The true object of inquiry to ascertain her effi- 
cient power is, what number of vessels is she 
practically able to keep in commission, and the 
answer may be received ina shape’the most un- 
favorable to my argument, yet confirmatory of it 
in the example of 1801, the year which I have 
selected for illustration, when it is confidently 
believed her equipment was greater, combining 
force and numbers, than at aby other period o 
her history. 

; (Here Mr. C. closed: his observations, for thi: 
ay. 

G2 the 18th, Mr. C. continued.—I, »yesterday, 
contended that the great commercial and agricul- 
tural interests of the nation, the natural advan- 
tages of the country, and the general policy and 
duty of the Government, concurred in requiring 
the establishment of a navy. I also answered 
the two great objections which are most relied 


thirty-two and forty-four; and sixty-three be-| upon in opposition to a Naval Establishment. 


tween — and thirty guns. .The remainder | 
s 


of the vessels in commission, consisted of one 
hundred and seventy-four sloops, one hundred and 
forty-one gun-vessels, and one hundred and thirty 
hired vessels. These‘hired vessels are small vessels, 
of from four to ten guns, which it is believed, are 
only employed for revenue purposes. This re- 
view and enumeration, I have no doubt, proves 
the actual force. of the navy of Great Britain, 
however great it really is, to be much inferior to 

the impression almost universally received, from 

the high-sounding boast of her thousand ships. | 
Nor has the actual force of the British navy been 
more misconceived than the application of it. 
The common impression is, that the Government 





But the subject must be considered in relation to 
other times and to other Powers with whose naval 
strength we shall have to struggle. It is unwor- 
thy of a nation looking to that greatness which 
must be our destiny, to limit its views to a single 
nation whose power, however great, is’ perisli- 
able,and whom many gentlemen think to be now 
tottering to her fall. We must take the whole 
extent of our relations into view in considering 
this question ; and in doing so, we cannot keep 
out of sight the marine which the Emperor o! 
France is so industriously and anxiously prepar- 
ing and cherishing in the ports and harbors ot 
those under his control. What do these prepara- 
tions indicate? A settled determination to be- 
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come a maritime power. And is it not worthy | protect it. There is another objection toa Naval 
the wisdom and forecast of this nation, to look at | Establishment, to which an answer must be af- 
the possible consequences of the Union of such a | forded. It is alleged that, if we build a navy, we 
force with his irresistible power upon the land? /cannot man our ships without resorting to the 
Jt is not to be believed that the power of his great | odious and tyrannic practice ofimpressment. To 
enemy upon the ocean will induce this extraordi- | this objection a very satisfactory refutation may 
nary man-to relinquish his determination or re- | be easily given. It is believed by many that the 
jax his exertions’ to create a navy. Let gentle- | number of seamen does not exceed fifty or sixty 
men not misunderstand me—I must consider the | thousand. I know not the cause of this error— 
ruler of France as an extraordinary man, whether | perhaps it may proceed from some estimate which 
he be viewed as an instrument of vengeanee and | embraces only able seamen, and excludes the elass- 
of wrath, in the hands of an Allwise Providence, | es of half seamen and boys; both of which are 
to chastise us here below, or as displaying, in the | included in the crews of vessels of war as well as 
noblest manner, the greatest energies with which | merchant vessels. To prove the number of our 
humanity has been endowed. I mean not to be | seamen, Iwill refer gentlemen to “ Blodget’s 
his panegyrist or his-reviler. For my own part, | Economica,” where it will be found that, in 1806, 
Jam disposed to consider him asa rod of chas-| including the classes of half seamen and boys, 
tisement to the nations of the earth; but, view | the number was 110,000. The United States had, 











him as we may, no wise politician can believe 


that this extraordinary man is governed by a! 


short-sighted policy. It has been said that he is 


an enemy to commerce. and wishes to destroy it | 
/as to leave no doubt upon it, I will show, by a 
| comparison of our present tonnage with that of 


even in his own dominions; but amore idle fan- 
cy never entered into the mind of mans Has he 
ossessed himself of the valuable ports of the Bal- 


tic, of Holland, and the Mediterranean, by force | 
| in the same year, that we must, from the amount 


aod by stratagent, for the purpose of destroying 


their principal value? His immediate object is, | 


indeed, to make war upon commerce, but it is the 


commerce of his enemy, which he justly consid- | 


ers as the most vulnerable point of attack—on its 


at that time, 1,250,000 tons of shipping, and hav- 
ing now 1,488,773 tons, they must have, if this 
writer be accurate, about 125,000 seamen. But, 
to prove this fact, like others on which I rely, so 


Great Britain, in a given year, and the relative 
number of her seamen in the merchant service 


of our tonnage, have nearly the number which re- 
sults from this writer’s estimate. Great Britain, 
in 1790, had about the same tonnage which we 
now have, viz: 1,460,823 tons, which were man- 


ned by 112,556 seamen. It is not material to my 
argument which number be taken; but if we re- 
collect, the great portion of our tonnage which is 
engaged in the coasting trade, the vessels employ- 


fall, and the consequent fall of British naval great- | 
ness, he means to establish those of France. Will 
gentlemen, then, say that we are to have but one 
nation in view in our naval preparations? As- 


suredly, they cannot; and therefore, in relation 
to France and other nations, besides Great Brit- 
ain, if any naval preparation be proper, under any 
circumstances, we ought at least to commence a 
system which may enable us to meet the exigen- 
cies of future times. 


we are not prepared—delay your preparations, 
and you must hereafter, on the same principle, 
declare you dare not engage the ferocity of the 
French tiger. But, as we look at the subject, 
the prospect opens wider to our view. 
evitably certain that the West India islands will 


in time become independent—they must be na- | 


val,-and, probably, from the character of their 
population, piratical—and without a naval force 
to defend our commerce, it will become the prey 
of pirates and buecaneers. But look still fur- 
ther, at Mexico, and, beyond the Isthmus of Da- 


rien, to South America; all of which must be | 


soon independent; they must, too, become great, 
and powerful, and wealthy, and will not, proba- 
bly follow our example; but, consulting their in- 
terest and their strength, will establish a naval 
power. In this view, we ought to be prepared 
for defence ; but, in another view, we will want 
a naval force to protect that profitable commerce 
which must grow out of the proximity, and other 
relations of these countries, and our own, but 


We now say, we cannot | 
encounter the strength of the British lion; because | 
'ed that, in the event of a war with a maritime 
| power of strength, half our seamen will continue 


It is ine | ou 
i laws, it is well known, threw into our maritime 


ed in which are smaller, and will, in proportion 
to their tonnage, require more bands than the 
large vessels employed in the foreign trade, we 
may be authorized to take Mr. Blodget’s estimate. 
It will only take one-eighth part of this number— 
about fifleen thousand—to man twelve seventy- 
fours and twenty frigates. It is not to be expect- 


to be employed in the merchants’ service. Those 


| discharged will be happy to find employment in 


the Navy. The embargo and non-intercourse 
cities a great number of seamen, who would glad- 
ly have entered the Navy could they have found 
'employment there. But itis supposed they would 
| prefer serving on board the privateers, which 
would issue from our ports in such numbers and 
| offer such advantages, as to require and attract 
all the seamen who should be discharged from 
|the merchants’ service. This is very improba- 
| ble. There would be upwards of sixty thousand 
| thrown out of service, which would be a number 
| sufficient to man the force proposed, and probably 
| five hundred privateers: besides. But it is per- 
| fectly in the power of the Government to institute 
isuch regulations as would insure a sufficient 
i number of seamen for the national service, with- 
| out any direct restraint upon their will, by limit- 


which Great Britain, who aims at a monopoly of | ing the number of privateers, should it be neces- 


this trade, will not allow us to enjoy, if we cannot 


jsary. Taking. however, the worst view of the 
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subject, it would be unnecessary to resort to im-| subsidies, and her absurd wars on the land, 
pressment. I -believe the nations of the Conti- | Though the ruin, which is supposed to threaten 
nent have never resorted to impressment to man England, is attributed to her navy, it is obvious, 
their fleets. I do not speak with certainty as to | that her navy alone has saved, and still saves, her 
the fact, but I believe their practice was to cause | from ruin, Without it she must, long since, 
their seamen to be registered, as our wullisia } eve yielded to the power of France her independ- 
are, and, when necessary, a portion of them was! ence and her liberties. We are told that the 
draughted for the public service. It will hardly | same wealth which she has expended in support- 
be objected, with respect to seamen, that .they | ing her navies would have been employed more 


cannot be sent out of the United States. I pre-| 
sume even my honorable friends over the way, | 
(the Federal gentlemen,) will waive their objec- 
tion on this point. I feel confident that they will 
relax a little in their Constitutional difficulties in 
favor of our Navy! They will, indeed, have rea- 
son for it. The service is, in a great degree, the 
peculiar duty of our seamen, as the exertion must 
always be, ina great degree, for their peculiar | 
defence. Their home is on the ocean, and their 
defence of the national rights upon it, may fairly 
be assimilated to the defence of the soil on which 
we live, by those who dwell upon the land. 

But, while it iscontended by some that it will not 
be in the power of the nation to establish an ef- 
fective nayal force, there are others who are op- 
posed to it, lest we become too great a naval 
Power. They fear that our fleets will cover the 
ocean, and seeking victory on all the opposite 
shores of the Atlantic, involve the nation In op- 
pressive expenses, and in wanton and habitual 
wars. Such objects are certainly not contem- 
plated by the report of the committee ; nor can 
such events possibly happen, as long as we re- 
main a free people. The committee have recom- 
mended such a navy as will give to the United 
States an ascendancy in the American seas, and 
protect their ports and harbors. The people will 
never bear the establishment of a greater force 
than these objects require. The reasons which 
forbid Great Britain, or any other European Pow- 
er, to station large fleets in our seas, will equally 
forbid us to cross the Atlantic. or go into distant 
seas, for the purpose of frequent or habitual 
wars. 

But a navy is said to be anti-republican, be- 
cause it was opposed by the Republicans in 1798. 
I apprehend, however, that it was then objected 
to, not because it was anti-republican in itself, 
but because the Republicans of that time believed 
it was to be employed for improper objects ; be- 
cause, while it was unnecessary at the time, it 
was.of such a nature as only fitted it for the time, | 
because it was part of a system which embraced | 
unnecessary armies and unnecessary taxes and 
loans, to continue a war beyond the just objects 
of. war—a war which, to use the language of 
the day, was to be waged by every man, woman, 
and child, in the nation, to which we are op- 
posed. 

Weare told, also, that navies have ruined every 
nation that has employed them; and England, 
and Holland, and Venice, and other nations, have 
been mentioned as examples. The vast debt of 
Great Britain is declared to be among the per- 
nicious fruits of her Naval Establishment. This 
Ideny. Her debt has grown out of her profuse 


profitably for the nation in the improvement of 
its agriculture and manufactures, and in the es- 
tablishment of canals and roads, and other inter- 
nal improvements. But experience is better than 
theory. . Let us compare England with nations 
which have no navies, or comparatively incon- 
siderable navies. The nations of the Continent 
of Europe are without'such overgrown and ruin- 
ous Naval Establishments, but do you there find 
the highest improvements in agriculture, the most 
flourishing manufactures, or the best roads and 
canals? No, it is in this nation, that has been 
ruined by her navy, that you find all these im- 
provements. most perfect and most extended. | 
mean not either to be the panegyrist of England; 
but these truths may be declared for our instruc- 
tion, without suppressing the feelings‘excited by 
the wrongs she has; done us. England has not, 
then, | eonclude, been destroyed or impoverished, 
but preserved and enriched; by her navy. Was 
Holland ruined by her navy ?. No; surrounded 
by the great Powers of the Continent, with a pop- 
ulation not exceeding 2,000,000 of souls, she pro- 
tected and secured her: independence for more 
than a- century, against her powerful neighbors, 
by means of her commercial riches, which were 
cherished and defended by her naval.power. Did 
Venice owe her decline, or fall, to her navy? 
While the neighboring Italian States were sub- 
dued, year after year, changing their masters and 
their tyrants, she long continued to ride trium- 
phantly amidst the storm, independent, and, in a 
great degree, free. It was her naval and com- 
mercial power which made her rich and _great, 
and secured-her existence as a Staté so jong. 
Look even at the little Repablie of Genoa, whose 
inhabitants, but for its commerce and its navy, 
would scarcely ever have possessed “a local hab- 
itation,” or “a name!” ButI must have exhaust- 
ed the patience of the House, I will therefore 
conclude -the observations which I propose to 
make on the general merits of the question. 

I must, however, yet be pardoned, for making 
a few remarks on the particular provisions of the 
bill. The committee considered it their duty not 
to limit the objects of the report to such prepa- 
rations as it might be proper or expedient to make 
to meet the present. national exigency, but also 
to bring distinetly and explicitly before the House 
the more important question, whether the Navy 
of the United Statesshouid be cherished and sup- 
ported with a fostering hand, or be at once aban- 
doned? Both these objects are embraced by the 
bill. The first section provides for the repair of 
the frigates, which are now in ordinary. The 
question presented by this section the House have 
already decided by the adoption of one of the res- 
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olutions-of the Committee of Foreign Relations, 
which embraced the subject. The second sec- 

tion provides for the building of a limited num- 

ber of frigates, averaging thirty-eight guns. It 

ismy intention, according to the report of the 

committee, to move, when the section shall occur, 

to fill the blank with the number /en—the appro- 

priation proposed is one million of dollars. The 

sum necessary to complete these frigates would 

be, including the sum proposed .to be appropri- 
ated, $1,700,000-; but the present appropriation is 
limited to one million, because it will probably 

be sufficient to meet the expenditures of the pres- 
ent year. The United States have not, unfortu- 
nately, from the little attention heretofore paid to 
this subject, the materials, particularly properly 

seasoned timber, necessary to build these vessels 

immediately. Nor is the article of timber of the 
best quality speedily *to be procured; and it is 

therefore intended, unless the exigencies of the 
country for naval defence shall render it imperi- 
ously necessary to proceed with more expedition, 

only to put it in the power of Government to pro- 
vide the materials, and make such progress as 

may be coniistent with the durability and sub- 

stantial value of the vessels. for which an appro- 

priation of one million of dollars is deemed suffi- 
cient. The committee would have recommended 

seventy-fours in preferénce; but, as the United 

States possessed the materials only for four ves- 

sels of this description, and as ten or twelve would 

be necessary to meet the objects for which they 

are supposed to be principally qualified, it was 
thought best, by a majority of the committee, to 
rely at present on the services of smaller vessels, 

as they will probably form a more active and 

more eflicieat cruising force. 

The next seetion, proposes the erection. of a 
dock for the repair of.the vessels of the Navy. 
It willbe useful and eeonomical, though we should 
not increase the size or the number Of our ships, 
but it is considered indispensable, if we shall 
add large ships to our naval force. ‘The appro- 
priation required for this objeet is only one han- 
dred thousand dollars. 

The next section proposes an appropriation for 
the purpose of procuring ship.timber, It is in- 
tended to fill the blank with the sum of two hun- 
dred thousand dollars per annum, for three years, 
and it is hoped and believed this appropriation 
will be sufficient to. provide the timber which 
may be necessary for the construction of any 
navy which the United States ought at present 
to contemplate. 

It is intended by another section of the bill, to 
separate the gunboats from the Naval Establish- 
ment; they appear to have no proper connexion 
with it, and swell very much the expenditure of 
the Naval Depariment. It is a fact that the esti- 
mates for the present year for the annual expense 
of sixty-two gunboats, are $750,000, nearly one- 
third of the whole estimates of the department 
for the year. An expense altogether dispropor- 
tioned to their utility, and which depresses the 
general character of the establishment. In con- 
sequence of the provision contained in this sec- 
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tion, no further appropriation will be required for 
the service of the year, in consequence of the 
frigates now in ordinary being put in service; as 
the frigates, when repaired, will more than sup- 
ply the place of the gunboats, while their expense 
will not be sogreat; the appropriation, therefore, 
for the gunboats may be applied to them or the 
frigates in the alternative. The appropriation 
for the repair of the frigates in ordinary must fol- 
low, of course, the vote of the House on the reso- 
lution, which I have before mentioned ; therefore, 
the additional appropriations contained by the 
bill, amount only to $1,300,000, which must be 
considered as very small, when we contemplate 
the large expenditures authorized for other pur- 
poses, and the greatness and vital importance of 
the objects_to which these appropriations relate. 


NOTE. 
Statements referred to in the argument.—Compara- 


tive expense of the Army and Navy. 











Year Military Estab’nt. | Naval Estab’nt. 
| 
From Mar.4, | 
1789, to Dec. 
31, 1791 ° $632,804 03 | 

1792 - | 1,103,048 47 

1793 - | 1,132,443 91 

1794 =} 2,589,097 59 $61,408 97 
1795 -| 2,422,385 81 410,562 03 
1796 - | 1,246,327 82 274,784 04 
1797 : 1,002,299 04 | 382,631 89 
1798 . 1,939,692 39 | 1,381,347 76 
1799 -| 2,405,669 17 | 3,858,081 84 
1800 - | 2,517,409 99 | 3,448,716 03 
1801 - | 1,600,000 08 | 2,111,424 00 
1802 “| 1,179,148 20 | 915,821 87 
1803 = | 822,055 85 | 1,246,817 89 
1804 - | 875,923 93 | 1,273,860 25 
1805 = | 712,781 28 | 1,597,500 00 
1806 - | 1,224,355 38 | 1,649,641 44 
1807 - | 1,288,685 91 1,772,064 47 
1808 -| 2,900,834 40 1,884,067 80 
1809 -| 3,345,772 17 | 2,427,758 80 
1810 - | 3,700,000 00 | 1,660,000 00 
1811 -| 2,900,000 00 | 4,870,000 00 





| $37,541,669 00 | $27,175,979 00 


British Navy, at the peace of Amiens, in 1801. 











In commission - - s . , -. 833 
Receiving ships . i +6 . ; ashe 
Serviceable, and repairing for service - eur 
In ordinary at different ports - : ° my, OE 
Building - - * * a - s s 9 

Total - - - : - - 946 








Comparison of American and British tonnage and 
seamen, in sundry years. 


AMERICAN. 


In 1806, 1,250,000 tons ; 110,000 seamen and boys. 
In 1811, 1,424,783 tons; 125,000 seamen and boys. 
In 1810, were built 127,575 tons of new shipping. 














Baririsa. 


In 1790, 1,460,823 tons; 112,556 seamen and boys 
In 1791, 1,511,411 tons; 117,044 seamen and boys 
In 1792, 1,540,145 tons; 118,286 seamen and boys 
In 1800, 1,905,438 tons ; 143,661 seamen and boys. 
Vessels annually built. 
In 1798, tons - - - - - - 
In 1799, tons - - - - - - 
In 1800, tons - - - - - 


89,319 
98,044 
- 126,268 





Saturpay, January 18. 


Mr. JenninGs presented a petition from the offi- 
cers and soldiers engaged in the late expedition 
on the Wabash, praying for remuneration. 

Mr. Kent, from the committee to whom the 
subject was referred, reported a bill for the relief 
of Ninian Pinkney, which was twice’ read and 
committed. 

Mr. Conoir called up for consideration, a reso- 
lution which he had laid upon the table some 
days ago, requesting from the President of tie 
United States information respecting seamen im- 
pressed into the service of Great Britain ; and the 
House having agreed to consider it, Mr. C. pro- 
posed a modification of the resolution, by insert- 
ing the words, “and which information has not 
been heretofore communicated.” He proposed 
also an additional, resolution for the appointment 
of a committee, to arrange all the information on 
this subject, of which Congress was, or might be 
in possession, into one view, for the use of such 
of the new members as might not have had an 
opportunity of being acquainted with these par- 
ticulars. 

The adoption of these resolutions was ob- 
jected to,asunnecessary. It was stated that ecart- 
loads of documents had been already had on this 
subject; that by continual calls upon the Exeeu- 
tive, that department was kept fully employed in 
answering these demands, when, perhaps, more 
important business required their attention; that 
no member could want information on this sub- 
ject, after the volumes which had been published 
upon it; but if there were any such, they had 
only to apply to the Clerk’s office, or the Library, 
to be fully satished. 

The first resolution was rejected—the last was 
agreed to by a small majority, and a committee 
of five members appointed. 

On motion of Mr, Lewis, the bill for amending 
the charter of the City of Washington, was re- 
committed to the select committee who reported 
it, for amendment. 


The Speaker laid before the House, a commu- | 


nication from the Postmaster General, containing 
a report on the subject of finishing the public 
building, commonly called Blodget’s Hotel, which 
was referred to a select committee. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, on the Navy bill; when Mr. 
Cueves finished his speech in favor of the bill, as 
given in full in preceding pages. 

Mr. Seysert.—I rise under a pressure of more 
than ordinary embarrassment—prudence on one 
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hand. bids me shrink from the task <which I am 
about to undertake; whilst on the other hand, a 
eonscious duty impels me to engage in the con- 
sideration of the question now before the honor- 
able Committee. My friend from South Car- 
olina (Mr. Cuevas) says this question is all im- 
portant to this nation ; in this I perfectly coincide 
with him, and therefore cannot rest satisfied with 
a mere vote on this oceasion. Sir, it is not m 
intention to follow the gentleman from South 
Carolina through all the windings of the labyrinth 
into which he has ventured to penetrate. I will 
not pretend to chase reason on the wing. This 
subject is one which may be demonstrated by fig- 
ures and~calculations—its investigation shail be 
attempted in.this way. 

The gentleman from South Carolina and my- 
self do not differ as regards the intimate connexion 
of the agricultural and commercial interests. On 
this part of the subject, he has left nothing further 
to be said. But, sir; he mistakes: when he re- 
marked, that it was tie common sentiment, that 
the commerce of the United States ought not to 
be protected—at any rate, for one, I will not be 
considered subject to this accusation, though | 
shall maintain, ‘that we eatnot protect the com- 
merce of this country on the ocean. The facts 
in support of this opinion will be stated presently. 
In common with my friend, I will lay before this 
Committee “a dry detail of facts.” I hope gen- 
tlemen will ‘indulge me with a portion of their 
time, though there may not be much pleasure in 
hearing such details. . I will not particularly fol- 
low the gentleman in his comparison-of the Army 
and Naval Establishments of the United States. 
He has stated to us that the Army has cost this 
pation much more than the Navy; he concludes 
we ought to be equally liberal in our appropria- 
tions for both these purposes. Sir, I perceive no 
reason in this assertion. Some gentlemen on the 
other side of the House may say, that we have 
been lavish in our appropriations for an army ; 
even admitting that in this respect we have been 
liberal to extravagance, it surely cannot be infer- 
red that we should make ourselves doubly guilty 
of this charge. I will agree to make appropria- 
| tions for the establishing a navy for the United 
States. The gentleman from South Carolina has 
told us, that when the war which Wwe are about to 
wagé, shall be over, our Army will leave us. 
Sir, lam happy to hear that onsuch an event the 
military will be readily disbanded—a dread of the 
contrary gave much uneasiness to many a few 
days since—this is just what we wish should take 
| place. On the other hand, said he, “ your proud 

avy,” avill remain. It is for this, with many 

other reasons, why I am opposed toanavy. | 
wish he could have proved to us, that with the 
eud of the war the Navy would also leave us; 
perhaps I should then agree with him in favor of 
its establishment: though the “proud Navy” will 
remain with us, he has neglected to tellus at what 
rate of expense. 

Sir, the gentleman from South Carolina says, 
many oppose a navy, because they deem it an 
anti-republican institution. On this head, I shall 
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remark but little: I will only ask if it is to remain | ship of war—rotten ship, I may say, sir, for I be- 
with us in'times of peace with its numerous train | lieve without exception in the frigates, which 
of officers, may it not become a powerful engine | were built by the United States, the more impor- 
in the hands of an ambitious Executive ? tant parts decayed and were rotten in two, three, 
Sir, it was thought proper to make the forego- | or four yeats. 
ing remarks as preliminary to the subject. The} » In many instances the expense for repairs was 
question of a. Naval Establishment for the United | equal to the original cost. A single frigate, the 
States more especially concerns those who inhabit | Constitution, has cost for repairs, from October, 
commercial districts. As one of these lam much | 1802, to March, 1809, the enormous sum of 
interested. Many persons maintain, that a naval | $302,582 21, or upwards of $43,000 per annum 
system of defence is indispensably necessary to a | for seven years in succession. Sir, we are not 
nation, whose seaboard extends more than 1,500 | without some “ consolation” on this item. The 
miles, with a shipping interest amounting to 1,300,- | Seeretary of the Navy, in his letter of December 
000 tons—in this respect, ranking the second of | },.1809,; has drawn our attention to the subject. 
modern nations. —The argument is as specious as it | I beg leave to be permitted to read his remarks to 
is plausible ; it is liable to many, and in my opin- | the Committee: * The sum transferred in aid of 
ion, to insuperable objections: The proposition |‘ the appropriation for repairs of vessels may ap- 
before us will be considered .as leading to a per- |‘ pear Jarge; but, pursuing the spirit of the aet of 
manent Naval Establishment. This course is war- |‘ 31st January, 1809, it was determined that the 
ranted by the report of the Secretary of the Navy, |‘ repairs made should be thorough and complete. 
as well as by the mode which was pursued by my | ‘ In doing this, the disbursements have certainly 
friend from ‘South Carolina. I shall not hesi-|‘ been heavy. The price of naval stores, greatly 
tate to declare my decided opposition to such anes- | ‘ and suddenly enhanced, has greatly contributed 
tablishment, and will proceed to’state the objec- | ‘ to swell them to their present amount. One very 
tions Whereon my opinion is grounded. Sir, I | ‘ consoling circumstance for these heavy disburse- 
deem it inexpedient to commence a permanent |‘ ments arises out of the fact, that all the vessels 
Naval Establishment at this time. Weare quite |‘ repaired, especially the frigates, have been so 
‘ 
‘ 


unprepared for it—we are in want of all the |‘ much improved in their. armament, their other 
necessary materials; though we have been told |‘ fitments, and their sailing, that the most experi- 
that our forests abound in all the necessary tim- |‘ enced practical men pronounce them to be, at 
ber, it was said little of this material was to be | ‘ this time, greatly superior in all respects to what 
found in our dockyards. The+gentleman from |* they were when first fitted out from the stocks.” 
South Carolina has told us, that a sufficiency of | I confess, sir, 1 am dissatisfied with this mode of 
seasoned timber, to build four seventy-fours, was | improving our ships. It-appears to me, it would 
now on hand, and that the proper.authority deem- | be much better to follow the mode whieh is pur- 
ed it advisable to be used for frigates. Sir, this/}sued in Europe. They begin by stocking their 
timber is a portion of that which was purchased | navy yards with the necessary raw materials. 
some years since, for the purpose of building six | Instead of a few months, several years are allowed 
seventy-fours. It now appears, that of this tim- | to elapse before they finish a ship-of-the-line. It 
ber as much as was sufficient for two of these | is said they expose their frames for several years, 
vessels, has been employed to build smaller ves- | under cover, before they are planked. When I 
sels or gunboats, I presume. This is alla piece | passed through Chatham, I saw the famous Ville 
with our pretended economy. . This mode of pro- | de Paris, a first-rate, on the stocks. This ship 
ceeding will not answer, sir. Weare inthe wrong,| drew my attention. On inquiry, I was informed 
from the commencement of our Navy. I do not | she was then upwards of ten years in her cradle, 
wish it to be understood that I have decided a | from the laying of her keel. Sir, itis to be hoped, 
navy will never be a proper mode of defence for | before we should be able to build ships of war in 
this nation—but whenever it shall be determined | a proper manner, that the contest we are about 
on, we should begin right; this can only be done | to engage in will have-ceased, If the ships can- 
by following those nations who have had most| not be had ready for service, why commence 
experience on the subject. Our first step should | building them under the present unpromising 
be to store away the proper timber... This should | aspect ? 

be done in times: when we can best afford it—in | Mr. Chairman, the great object of a Naval Es- 
times when our market is glutted—in times when | tablishment is declared to be the protection of 
labor can be commanded at fair prices—at a-pe- | our commerce against captures on the ocean. 
riod when we enjoy peace, and surely not when | We will first turn our attention to that species of 
we are about to engage ina war. Wehavehere- | commerce which is generally termed the car- 
tofore paid the highest price for every article; we | rying trade; by this we understand the exporta- 
have given double wages for labor ; and instances | tion of such articles as are not the productions of 
might be mentioned, when the workmen were |the United States. During the war between 
transported in stage coaches, at an enormous ex- | France and England, we were permitted to carry 
pense, from our large seaport towns to the navy | the productions of the West India islands, be- 
yard of this city. Contracts for timber were made | longing to France, to the European markets. 
in haste.and at a very advanced price. As soon} This privilege was granted to us on the part of 
as it was obtained, it was put together, and in a | France, solely because she could not protect and 
few months we saw it floating in the form of a | secure these productions in ¢ransttu to her ports 
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in Europe. At this time these islands are in 


the possession of Great Britain, and she denies to 
us the privileges which we formerly enjoyed. 


This right on her part is founded on. the usage of 


nations. The captured islands will only be again 
ceded to France, when peace shall take plaee; 
and then France will act as Great Britain now 
does. The experience at the termination of our 
Revolutionary war proves this beyond all doubt. 
We shall then only be allowed to carry rum and 
molasses from these islands, and these are articles 
which are not objects of re-exportation.. So that, 
now and hereafter, we cannot expect .to derive 
advantages from the carrying trade. Why then 
build a navy to protect this commerce? If we 
adopt the advice of my friend from South Caro- 
lina, we shall saddle the nation with @ permanent 
expense for a navy, after an important branch of 
commerce has left us-forever. I will even admit, 
sir, that we shall enjoy this trade—is it reasona- 
ble to suppose that we can protect it by a navy, 
when the navies of France, Spain, and Holland 
combined could not insure its passage to Europe? 

Let us view this subject in a more extended 
sense—I mean as regards our commerce general- 
ly—we shall still: have cause to entertain the 
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Sir, the expenses which are necessarily cop- 
nected witha Naval Esiablishment, constitute q 
very sérious objection to it. At this time, the 
annualexpenditures for the British navy amount 
to nearly £17,000,000, or $80,000,000. Every 
succeeding yearbrings with it an increase of ex. 
penditures. . This has been the result year after 

| year since the commencement of the institution, 
Our prospects will be the more evident, when we 
take a view of the expenses which have been al- 
ready incurred for the infantile establishment of 
our country ; we shall be led to the same conclu- 
sions. The American Navy was commenced in 
the year 1794, and by the end of the year 181), 
the expenditures amounted to $27,456,979—a sum 
much greater than the one-half of the public deb 
on the ist of January, 1812; This would have 
been much better applied, had it been placed with 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund. I wil| 
ask the gentleman from South Carolina, what 
has the nation’ benefited for this enormous expen- 
diture ? What would have been the amount ex- 
pended, had this engine been Herculean, with 
Admirals of the Red White and Blue squadrons, 
with numerous dock and navy yards, placemen, 





&c.? For weshall gradually advance to all this 
opinion which we first adopted. We cannot | if we do not stop ahert at this time. For the 
rotect our commerce on the ocean, Our ships | benefits of such appendages, I will refer you toa 
ave vexed every sea—we trade to all parts of | statement made to this House, the last session, 
the world ; of course, to protect our commerce, | concerning the navy yards belonging to the Uni- 
our ships-of war must abandon our coasts and | ted States; especially to the details of the expen- 
encounter ail the force of the enemy or those of | ditures of that-connected with this city. The 
Europe. The ports we have in view are European. | document I refer to, was laid before this House 
If your frigates, for convenience and safety, are | on the 25th February, 1811. It wilt inform you, 
to cruise only on your coasts, what will be the | sir, that the value-of the work done from the ls: 
fate of the millions which are embarked beyond | of January to the 31st of December, 1810, was 
the Cape of Good ‘Hope? By this management | $73,947 52. The commandant confesses, in his 
surely you cannot afford it protection. France, | returns made to the Secretary, that this work, in 
Spain, and Holland, when combined and backed |.miany instances, is rated twenty per cent. above 
by an armed neutrality in the north of Europe, | the prices paid in ottier places. ‘The salaries in 
could not secure their commerce. The fleets of | thissame yard, for the same year, (1810,) amount- 
Great Britain now sail triumphant over every | ed to $95,637 644. So that the pay for the sala- 
wave.of thedeep. The Russians have a ndvy | ries and the wages at this navy yard, exceeded 
far superior to that which it is proposed we shall | the value of the articles manufactured, even wheu 
establish, and they cannot protect their trade in | rated far above the fair prices, in amount $21,790 
the confined limits of the Baltic. They count{ 12}! This establishment isunder the immediate 
fifty or sixty sail-of-the-line, besides many frigates | eye of the Government ; we might suppose every 
and smaller vessels. attention was’ paid to economy ; if so, who will 
Sir, the expenses which are incurred by a Na- | desire further proofs of the advantages of a navy! 
val Establishment, far exceeds the.profits which | Sir, if we follow the British in the principle, 
arise from the commerce which if is intended ‘to | we must look for the same results. The expenses 
protect. This proposition is warranted by the | of a,navy are not only enormous, but, sir, they in- 
experience of Great Britain, the most commercial { crease in a ratio far beyond the. increase of force. 
nation of modern times. In the year 1798, the | From the year 1701 to 1801, the vessels in the 
total imports and exports of Great Britainamount- | British navy increased fourfold in number, at the 
ed to £94,952,000. For the same year the expen- | same time the expenses increased in a twelvefold 
ditures for her navy amounted to £13,654,013, or | ratiomthey are 270 greater now than they were 
about one-seventh of the total imports and exports, | in the tine of JamesI. In 1701, the British navy 
or fourteen per cent. on the total capital employed | consisted of 256° vessels; its annual expenditure 
in commerce. What regular trade can yield | amounted to £1,046,397, or $4,650,653. In the 
such.profits on the oatward and inward cargoes? | year 1798, the. vessels increased to 946; and the 
To. me this is a secret. In the year 1799, Mr. | annual expenditure to £13,654,013, or $60,684,502 ! 
‘Pitt computed the profits on the commerce of | Sir,-we will now compare the force with the 
Great Britain at £12,000,000, or one and a half | rate of expense. This will be done by dividing 
millions less than the expense for her navy the | the sum of the annual expenditures by the number 
preceding year! of guns employed. The House will indulge me 
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whilst I read the statements contained in an offi- | himself and the: House, to attempt anything like 
cial document. On the 4th of December, 1809, | trick; in no man do I confide more than in him ; 





wé had in commission the following force: but in this instance he certainly must be mistaken. 
3 vessels carrying 44 guns each, Sir, we have estimated the expenditures of a 
1 vessel do. 32 do. Naval Establishment. How are they to be met 
t do. do 20 do. by this nation? ‘is a question of primary import- 
2 veisels do. 18 do. ance. Our most prosperous year never yielded 
2 do. do. 16 do. a revenue of $17,000,000. Incase of war,can we 
2 do. do. 14 do. calculate on $3,000,000 from the usual sources ? 
2 do, do. i2 = do. Loans and direct taxes can alone support a Naval 
1 véssel do. 19 do. Establishment. Like the British, we should find 
2 bombs and 22 gunboats, | the. profits on.our commerce insufficient to defray 


making vessels in commission 38, but.4 of which | the expenditures necessary, independent of those 
were frigates, the remaining 34 were small vessels, | for the civil list; for the interest on the public 
and of these 22 were gunboats; they mounted a | debt,.and fot.the support of the Army. Tomeit 
total of 338 guns. The annual expense of this | is indifferent, whether the Navy will cost more 
force was $2,427,758, or $7,182 70 per gun. | or less than the Army hasdone. My first inquiry 
Sir, the expenditures for the year 1809 were! relates to its utility and efficiency, and then we 
not the greatest in amount; those for. the year | should ask, can the nation with propriety meet the 
1800, were $3,448,716. [do not wish to viewthe | demands necessary to maintain it? Sir, on this 
case in a worse light than positive facts will place | subject I agrée so perfectly with an author of 
it. We will therefore pay attention to the state- | considerable merit (Sinclair.) that I will impose 
ments and estimates made for the current year, | on the House by reading a passage from his book 
(1812.) In the report of the Secretary, now on our | on Revenue—page 308, he says: 
tables, he contemplates five frigates, carrying 200 | «Jt is at sea, where all the modern nations have 
guns; three ships, 52 guns ; seven brigs, 100 guns ; | wasted their strength. It is on that element that those 
62 gunboats, 62 guns; a total of 414 guns. The | debts have in a great measure been contracted, under 
annual expenditure is computed at $2,502,003 90; | the pressure of which they now groan. Had the rage 
or $6,043 per gun. “Expenses always exceed the | of equipping numerous fleets, and building ships of 
estimates. In the réport,'the Secretary reasons | great magnitude and dimensions, never existed, hardly 
on “the present state of things in Europe,” aod | any State in Europe would have been at this time in 
calculates that “ 12 sail of seventy-fours, and 20 | debt. To that fatal ambition their present distressed 
well-constructed frigates, rating generally pot less | and mortgaged situation ought chiefly to be attributed.” 
than 38 ‘guns, with the addition of our smaller | Sir, I further object to a navy, ‘because the 
vessels now in seryice,” as sufficient to protect our | force which it is possible for the United States to 
coasting trade; as competent to Annoy the com- | bring into action, will prove inadequate to com- 
merce of an enemy, and to protect our harbors. | bat that of the enemy—we cannot-contend with 
Mr. Chairman, if the system the Secretary has | Great Britain on the ocean. It is idle to be led 
laid down, be adopted, we shall have 888 guns on } astray by misstatements and false pride—we hate 
board the 12 seventy-fours, 760 guns on board the | no reason to expect more from our citizens, than 
20 frigates, 152 guns on board the smail vessels.| what other brave people have performed ; the bet- 
now in service, and 62 guns on board the gunboats, | ter way will be to compare our strength with that 
which are’included in the statement. This will | of the enemy. The following is a statement of 
make a total of 1,862 guns; the annual expendi- | the British Navy in July, 1811, taken from Steele’s 
ture for which will be, at the rate of $6,043 per | list: at that time they had a total of 1.042 vessels; 
gun, $11:252,066. This’will bethe annual ex-|719 of which were in commission; 548 at sea; 
pense, allowing the increase of expenditures to | 261 in ordinary and repairing for service ; 62 were 
multiply only in the ratio of the increase of forée ! | building, of these 39 are ships-of-the-line, and 19 
Besides this, sir, we must add the enormous sum | frigates. At the above period there were stationed 
of $8,134,000, the cost of the building and equip- | in the American seas 111 vessels ; 7 of which are 
ping of the ships in the first instance. Howmany | ships-of-the line ; 2 fifties or forty-fours ; 31 frig- 
more millions are to be added for contingencies, | ates ; 29 sloops ; 25 brigs; 1 cutter, and 16 gun- 
and repairs? Thisisa gloomy prospect. A»pru-| vessels. This force was distributed as follows : 
dent conduct will relieve us of the pressure. | At Halifax and Newfoundland, 3 ships-of-the- 
Sir, my friend from South Carolina has de-| line; 1 fifty; 5 frigates; 11 sloops;.2 brigs; 7 
clared that 25 seventy-fours, and 40 frigates; might | gun-vessels—total 29. 
be built, equipped, and supported, the first year, at | ‘ West Indies, viz: Leeward Islands, Jamaica, 
an expense of $25,000,000. This calculation must | and on passage—2 ships-of-the line; 1 fifty; 19 
rest on conjecture, as many others have done be- | frigates; 17 sloops; 20 brigs; 1 cutter; 9 gun- 
fore.* This gentleman has too much respect for | vessels—total 69. 
| South America—2 ships-of-the-line ; 7 frigates ; 
* His calculations are grounded on the estiinates of | 1 s!ioop; 3 brigs—total 13. 
the Secretary of the Navy. Ihave already observed,’ If the above vessels are rated as follows, viz: 
that expenditures always exceed the estimates. Expe- | the ships-of-the-line at 74 guns; the frigates at 
rience warrants this assertion, in every instance con- | 32; sloops at 16 ;-brigs, cutters, and gun-vessels 
cerning our Naval Establishment. at 8 guns each, the force stationed in the Ameri- 
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can seas will mount a total force of 2,350 guns; 
that on the Halifax and Newfoundland station 
alone will mount 680 guns; a force in itself very 
superior to that of all the vessels belonging ta the 
American Navy, independent of gunboats. The 
American vessels now in actual service are—5 
frigates, 3 ships, and 7. brigs, besides gunboats. 
We have in ordinary—5 frigates, (two of which 
are probably so rotiea as to be unworthy of re- 
pairs,) besidesgunboats. “Our whole force amounts 
to but 20 vessels, independent of gunboats, and 
mounts a total of 524 guns! . 

Sir, I fear the British force in the American 
seas is too competent for our interestthey may 
despatch many more. The statement of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, (1 allude to his re- 
ference to the navy list for 1801,) was very.favor- 
able to his purpose, I do not attribute his using 
it to any.sinister views; I.know he was not in 
possession of that for the last year. 

The British stations at Halifax and Bermuda 
afford every facility to fitand repair. They from 
thence can at all times watch our vessels ; and, 
sir, they will not meglect to oppose them by a 
double force. From the view we have just taken, 
I ask you, sir, what must be the probable result of 
hostilities on the ocean ? 

Sir, we shall find it very difficult to.man a con- 
siderable fleet in the United States; seamen will 
not abandon the merchants to enter on board 
ships of war at half the rate of wages ; numerous 
privateers. will be fitted out in all our ports, they 
will*pay higher wages than the Goyernment, and 
the best men -will be diverted from the national 
service. Sir, we need the best seamen to eombat 
those of Great Britain; they have the advantage 
of long experience in the best regulated service. 
I entreat you, at no time despise your enemy, you 
will thus be the better prepared to encounter him. 
I cordially assent with my friend from South Ca- 
rolina inthe declaration, that the American tars 
are as brave as those of any other nation ; but, 
sir, at the same time we must do justice to those 
of Great Britain, they are not to be treated with 
contempt. Men are of moré consequence than 
ships; the naval combats of Europe prove, that a 
small number,of the ships wel manned, will de- 
feat a greater number when they are indifferently 
manned. The contest between Great Britain on 
the one part, and France and Spain on the other 
part, are decisive on this head. Sir; to man our 
ships we should have to resort to the odious prac- 
tices of Great Britain and France; impressment 
and naval conscription would be the order of the 
day. Men of observation and experiénce declare 
these: as the’inevitable consequences of a naval es- 
tablishment—press-gangs would disturb the peace 
of your cities—your seaports would become the 
constant theatres of riot and debauchery. Sir, 
the citizens would not yield to this state of things; 
personal liberty in our country is too highly 
prized to suffer such violation. 

The geatleman from South Carolina thinks that 
impressments,are not absolutely necessary to man 
a navy; he doubts whether this method is adopted 
in any Other country besides Great Britain. I 
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will read an official document to satisfy him on 
this subject; itis a letter from Mr, Russell, our 
Chargé d’Affaires at Paris to Mr.. Monroe, dated 
July 14, 1811: 

“ Sir, [have the honor to hand you, herein, a copy of 
my note ofthe 18th, inst., to the Duke of Bassano, 
claiming the release of twenty-three American seamen, 
stated to have been pressed into the French service at 
Dantzic and its vicinity. When I ealled on the Duke 
on the 9th, he acknowledged the receipt of this note, 
and said that he should immediately write to the Min. 
ister of Marine on the subject. In the conversation 
which I had with him yesterday, he informed me that 
he.had. performed this engagement, and that the Min. 
ister of tlie Marine had replied that no* American citj- 
zens had been pressed by his orders ; that the city of 
Dantzic had “been required to furnish a certain num- 


ber of seamen, and was alone responsible for the man- 


nef in which it-had complied’ with this requisition. 
The Duke of Bassand also added, that my note had 
been laid before the Emperor, and that His Majesty 
had ordered that on the arrival of the seamen froin 
Dantzic at Antwerp, where they were expected yester- 
day, all. that were Anterican citizens should be dis- 
charged, and.the city of Dantzic should be required to 
furnish others in their stead.” ..- 

Sir, I further objeet to a.mavy, because it will 
be tlie means of exciting many wars, which, with- 
out the establishment, may be honorably avoided, 
It is said, nations are involved in war, in propor- 
tion to the extent of their navies; and some assert 
(Brougham) that a perpetual war is ene of the 
two modes which are necessary to support a pow- 
erful naval éstablishment. Sir,a naval establish- 
ment will create anew and a dangerous interest 
in ourcountry. Nothing is moré common than 
to be told, that such are the wishes of the naval 
interest of Great Britain, and that this or that war 
must be. entered into to gratify them. For my 
part, sir, I shall be very sorry indeed, if ever the 
period arrives in the United States, when any 
particular interest or community shall. direct the 
Government, whether it be naval, agricultural, 
manufacturing, or commerciai—the general wel- 
fare should be the sole great ruling principle in 
the National Councils. , 

Sir, Iam deterred, when I consider the fate of 
all. those nations who at different,periods have 
been famous for their navies. The naval strength 
of the Hanseatic League was such, two centuries 

ast, as to excite terror on the part of England. 

hese, sir, distant free cities, are now the appen- 
dages of mighty France, and have no political 
existence. Who has not heard of the once for- 
midable fleets of Venice and Genoa? At one 
time England was indebted to the latter for ofli- 
cers to: command.her ships of war—Alas! these 
Republics are now consigned to oblivion, Den- 
mark was at one time the mistress of the ocean ; 
by means of her fleets she often invaded England, 
and held her ina state of subjection. The Danes 
heretofore burned London, Paris, and other great 
cities—they are now controlled by France, and 
they have had their Copenhagen defeat, Hol- 
land, with her Van Tromps and De Ruyters, 
occupied the British Channel at pleasure; this 
Power defeated (he navies of England and France. 


833 
lng 
JaANuAI 
=—— 
Where 
of the ] 
cible a! 
haught 
yery m 
and de 
the va 
navy 01 
jsh C08 
taunted 
the str 
boasted 
gantic 
part si 
rts. 
MM. . 
time tl 
her ex! 
ent deb 
for he 
this, m 
will b 
her bri 
St. Vi 
falgar. 
Sha 
sels WI 
of the 
she pos 
were | 
the Da 
four fr 
makin 
tured : 
Sme 
Unitec 
to ann 
teers 1 
our R 
Britisl 
chann 
the G 
of the 
test. 
sels 5 1 
heavy 
and, a 
sold fe 
the ge 
the © 
is my 
requis 
preset 
you, s 
fatal.t 
have 
take | 
mine 
Euro} 
direct 
count 
bank 
revoli 
Mr 
duty 
ering 





833 


alae 
January, 1812. 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 
__Naval Establishment, 








= 


Where is Holland now? Incorporated as a part 
of the French Empire. Spain boasted her invin- 
cible armadas; Elizabeth of England, by nature 
haughty, proud, and ambitious, trembled at the 
very mention of them, until they were dispersed 
and destroyed by storms at sea; Spain is now 
the vassal of France. Not very long since the 
navy of France sailed triumphant along the Brit- 
ish coast, looked into Portsmouth harbor, and 
taunted British spirit. I ask you, sir, where is 
the strength of which these nations formerly 
boasted ? All @re inoperative, and dread the gi- 


gantic eee of the British navy—they are in 
part sick in dry docks, or are blockaded in their 
ports. 


Mr. Chairman; Great Britain, though at this 
time triumphant in every sea, if she persists in 
her expensive naval establishment, with her pres- 
ent debt of £800,000,000, which was chiefly created 
for her navy—Great Britain, sir, I say, with all 
this, must sink under the heavy pressure. She 
will hereafter derive very little satisfaction from 
her brilliaut victories on the Ist of June off Cape 
St. Vincent, Camperdown, Aboukir, and Tra- 
falgar. 

Shall I be pardoned, sir, when I fear our ves- 
sels will only tend to swell the present catalogue 
of the British navy ? Of the 1,042 vessels which 
she possessed in July, 1811, one hundred and nine 
were captured from the French, forty-six from 
the Danes, twenty-five from the Spaniards, twenty- 
four from the Dutch, and three frem the Italians ; 
making a total of two hundred and seven cap- 
tured ships, or one-fifth of her whole navy. 

Small ships are proper for the service of the 
United States—by their agency we shall be able 
toannoy the convoys of an enemy. The priva- 
teers which were fitted out in every port during 
our Revolutionary war, destroyed much of the 
British commerce, even in the British and Irish 
channels, whilst the frigates which were built by 
the Government, did little or nothing—but two 
of them remained at the conclusion of the con- 
test. The enemy will not watch your small ves- 
sels; they may enter all your small inlets, where 
heavy vessels cannot venture to approach them; 
and, at the conclusion of the war, they may be 
sold for the merchant service. I shall not follow 
the gentleman in his remarks on the bill before 
the Committee; I shall vote against it, though it 
is my present intention to appropriate the sums 
requisite for the repairing and equipping our 
present ships of war. { will gono further. I tell 
you, sir, naval Victories in the end would prove 
fatal.to the United States; the consequences which 
have uniformly followed. if other countries must 
take place here. If the United States shall deter- 
mine to augment their navy, so as to rival those of 
Europe, the public debt will become permanent; 
direct taxes will be perpetual; the paupers of the 
country will be increased; the nation will be 
bankrupt; and, I fear, the tragedy will end ina 
revolution. 

Mr. McKee rose, with deference, to perform a 
duty which he owed to his constituents, by deliv- 
ering his sentiments on the very important sub- 
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ject before the Committee, though he confessed 
himself very inadequate to do justice to it. He 
deemed the question of great magnitude; as he 
feared, if we were to proceed to build up a large 
Naval Establishment, it would affect the destinies 
of this nation to the latest posterity. 

The gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Cueves) has said, that it is time to go into the 
establishment of a permanent Navy, because the 
vessels already on hand would be liable to decay. 
If it should be the will of Congress, said Mr. McK., 
to go into the business of building a Navy. it will 
be necessary to enter upon it with all possible en- 
ergy. Therefore, if any attempt should be made 
to lessen’our present force, he should be opposed 
to it. But he was decidedly opposed, and forever 
should be opposed, to the application of a cent to 
repair those old hulks of vessels which are fit only 
for fuel. 

The gentleman from South Carolina has said, 
that he has great prejudices to encounter. Mr, 
McK. would have thought that the deliberate opin- 
ion of a majority of Congress, expressed upon more 
than one occasion, was entitled to a more respect- 
ful term than prejudices. Those decisions pro- 
ceeded from the honest convictions of some of the 
best friends of the country. Mr. McK. would 
refrain from noticing the reasoning of the com- 
mittee in their report on this subject. ‘They say, 
“The important engine of national strength and 
‘national security which is formed by a naval 
‘ force has hitherto, in the opinion of the commit- 
‘ tee, been treated with a neglect highly impolitic, 
‘or supported by a spirit so languid, as, while it 
‘ has preserved the existence of the Establishment, 
‘has had the effect of loading it with the impu- 
‘tations of wasteful expense and comparative 
‘ inefficiency.” 

Mr. McK. asked whether the ingenuity of man 
could find language which could cast a more 
severe censure upon the late Administration, than 
is contained in these strictures of the committee. 
It is well known, that our Treasury was in flour- 
ishing circumstances during the late Administra- 
tion, and yet no recommendation was made by 
the Executive in favor of increasing our Naval 
Establishment. The extension of the Navy was 
not thought of till the year 1812; but now we 
are told, that, to neglect the commencement of a 
permanent naval system, “ impolitic under any 
‘ circumstances, is the more so, when it is demon- 
‘ strably clear that this nation is inevitably des- 
‘tined to be a Naval Power.” 

Mr. McK. denied this doctrine, that “it is de- 
‘ monstrably clear that this nation is inevitably 
‘ destined to be a Naval Power ;” and he believed, 
that, if the attempt were made to make it such, 
it would prove the destruction of our happy Con- 
stitution. He would proceed to show on what 
ground he supported the opinion that the mainte- 
nance of a permanent Naval Establishment would 
prove ruinous tothis country. For this purpose, 
he should be under the necessity of submitting 
some calculations to the House; for, though he 
had heard a course of this kind condemned, as fit 
only for the counting-house of the merchant, he 
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considered it as the most eonducivi to correct 
legislation. It is certainly a matter of just caleu- 
lation, when we are called upon to establish a 
permanent Navy, to show that such an institution 
would cost more than any advantages to be derived 
from it would compensate. 

Having said this much in favor of this mode 
of counting the cost, he hoped, if he should make 
any incorrect statement, that it would be rectified 
by gentlemen better acquainted with the subject 
than he pretended to be. And though his caleu- 
lations might in some instances be thought at 
a too high, he would venture to say, that 

ereafter they would be found to be under the 
truth: . 
For the year 1812. 
The ordinary expenses, including the.pres- 

ent Army and Navy, agreeably to Sec- 

retary of the Treasury’s report, will be - $9,400,000 
Expense of the new Army of 30,000 men, 

and 50,000 volunteers—allowing 30,000 

only to be called into service—exclusive 

of bounties, estimated at one million for 

every 3,000 men - - - ° 
Bounty and allowance of $2 a man for re- 

cruiting, say 30,000, exclusive of we land 


10,000,000 





bounty - - 540,000 
Repairing the old shins, and half wahie’ ser- 
"vice, as estimated by the Secretary of the 
Navy - : - : - - - . 714,981 | 
Building the new vane. this year’s appro- 
priation - - - - - 1,000,000 
Appropriation for munitions of war - - 1,500,000 
Expense of fortifications, (as per report,) 
purchasing of timber, — and a new 
navy yard - - . - »2,000,000 
The Navy, including the vessels proposed 
to be repaired, which cost originally 
$2,285,000—one-twelfth part of which 
sum will be required annually for sub- 
stantial repairs - - : . - 190,416 
25,345,397 
From which amount, deduct this year’s rev- 
enue, as estimated by the Secretary of 
the Treasury . - - - - 8,200,000 
17,145,397 
Remaining in the Treasury, $3,946,418; 
of which, $2,947,818 may be applied to- 
wards the above deficiency - - - 2,947,818 
Balance to be provided for byloans $14,197,579 


Mr. McKee supposed that the current expenses 
of the Government for the year 1813 would be 
the same as in 1812. He would, therefore, make 
an estimate of the amount of disbursements for 
that year. 


For the year 1813. 


Current expenses~ - - - - $19,400,000 | 
Annual expense of the new Navy, includ- 


ing the repaired frigates - - 1,549,962 | 
One-twelfth of the cost of the Navy for 

repairs - - - 357,083 | 
For finishing new hicnies, and supplying 

deficiencies on thishead - + - 
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Aipetepsintion for the twelve seventy-fours; 
(say one-half the sum necessary to build 


thom) iy). Mie poe) Tee erie or 1,998,000 
Interest on.the new debt of 14 millions - 840,099 
7 et 
} 25,145,045 

From which deduct the annual receipts, al- 
lowing them to be equal to those of 1812 8,200,009 
16,945,045 


Allow for taxes and excess of calculation - 2,945,045 


Ls 
$14,000,000 


a 
—— 


Balance to be’supplied by loans - 


—_ 
anne 


For the year 1814. 
Admitting the Army to be reduced to 20,- 
000 men, the current expenses will be $16,066,666 
Annual expense of the new Tastes, inclu- 




















ding repairs - - - - - 1,907,045 
Annual expense of-six soventy-fours, = 
ding tepairs - - 1,436,204 
Appropriation for finishing the other six 
seventy-fours - - - - - 1,998,000 
‘Interest on the new debt of 28 millions - 1,680,000 
23,086,915 
From which deduct the annual revenue - 8,200,000 
14,887,915 
Suppose taxes, &c,, to pay - - - 887,915 
Balance to be supplied by loans - $14,000,000 
For the year.1815, 
Current expenses, same as 1814, Army in- 
cluded - - - - - $16,066,66¢ 
Annual expense of frigates, including re- 
pairs - : - - - ‘ - 1,907,045 
Annual éxpense of twelve seventy-fours - 2,872,408 
Interest on the new debt - - - - 2,520,000 
23,366,119 
Deduct the revenue - - - : - 8,200,000 
Balance to be supplied by loans - $15,166,119 
For the year 1816. 
Current expenses, same as last year - $16,066,666 
New Navy, annual expenses - - - 4,779,453 
Interest:on the new debt - - - - 3,360,000 
24,206,119 
Deduct the revenue : - - - 8,200,000 
Balance to be provided for - $16,006,119 
- For the year 1817. 
| The permanent burdens of this year, when 
| the Army may, and perhaps will be, dis- 
| banded, will be— 
Current expenses, same as in 1812, with- 
out the additional Army - -  +=$9,400,000 
Additional for new Navy - ° ° - 4,779,453 
Interest on 70 millions new debt, at 6 per ct. 4,200,000 





Total expenses - . ° in $ 18,379,453 





1,000,000 | There is, said Mr. McKeg, this striking differ- 
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ence between a Militdry and a Naval Establish- | no country possess greater wealth—and hence the 
ment: when your Army has effected the purpose | inference is drawn that they are able to pay heavy 
for which it was raised, you can disband it; and | taxes. But, when the Constitution of the United 
the men who composed it will return home to their | States is examined in relation to this subject, we 
families, and become useful members of society. | find that direct taxes must be laid in proportion 
Not so with respect to: your Navy. You will} to population. In considering, therefore, what sum 
have to.be burdened with the expense of that Es- | you may levy, you cannot exceed the sum which 
tablishment in peace as well as in war. itis within the power of the poorest State to pay. 
Having shown, in a manner at least satisfac- | The State of Ohio, perhaps, is one of the poorest 
tory to himself, that the expenses of the Govern- | States inthe Union. This results from the re- 
ment in the year 1817 will be upwards of eigh- | cedt date of her settlements. The people who 
teen millions of dollars, he would endeavor to show | emigrate to. that State settle down in the forest, 
what would be the expense, provided Congress | and their capital is expended, first, in the purchase 
were to adopt the course recommended by the | of the land, (fora part of which many of them 
gentleman from South Carolina, of -building 25 | are still in debt;) and, secondly, in the improve- 
seventy-four gun ships and 40 frigates: ment of their lands, which has extended generally 
Twenty-five seventy-fours and forty frigates no further than to yield to the inhabitants the 
would cost;in building- “.- — - $15,165,000 | Means of comfortable subsistence—leaving noth- 
ing, or but little, for exportation. Their means 

of paying taxes are, therefore, limited. A tax of 
Annual expense of 40 frigates - Z - 4,200,000 | $100,000 on the State of Ohio would be a griev- 
One-twelfth part of original expenses for |} ous tax; though to Connecticut, Maryland, or 
repairs - = * = «© «© \» 1,263,750 | South Carolina, it would be inconsiderable, and 
Annual expenditure, same as this year - 9,400,000 | not felt at all; because the lands in these States 
Interest on eighty millions of new debt. - 4,800,000 | are mostly in a high state of improvement, and 
are tre | the inhabitants enjoy the advantages of a pro- 

Totalexpenses-  - - - - $24,958,350 ductive capital, accumulated by the industry of 
“=== | past ages. One county in the State of Maryland 


This course would produce a new public debt | could pay as much tax, without embarrassment, 
of $80,000,000, and. an annual expenditure of | as the whole State of Ohio. But you are unable 
$25,000,000, He left members to determine where | to lay your hands on this wealth while your Con- 
this money was to be procured, and in what man- | stitution remains unchanged, and consequently 
ner the annual expenditure could be provided. you cannot levy large taxes. 

Mr. McK. said, he would now take some notice} _ If you proceed in the course now proposed, and 
of the resources of this country in relation to rev- | incur an annual expenditure of $18,000,000, how 
enue; and he could say, that, on this subject, he | are you to raise the money? Suppose’your rev- 
had prejudices to meet. He said, prejudices, be- | enue arising from commerce should again reach 
cause he had»heard a gentleman in this House, | $14,000,000 per annum—which will not be the 
speaking of our resources—alluding to public lands | case in time of war, and it is searcely to be ex- 
—declare this source of revenue as worth to the | pected on the recurrence of a general peace—a bal- 
United States ten hundred millions of dollars. ! | ance of more than $4,000,000 will remain unpro- 
This declaration he considered as extravagant as | vided for, which must be supplied by taxes. The 
ifeach of our gunboats was declared to be eqial | taxes of 1800 (the most productive year) only 
toa 74-gun ship; and that, therefore, we had a | brought into the Treasury about $1,500,000; and 
fleet of 180 sail-of-the-line. Since the public lands | even these taxes were thought grievous. And the 
had been offered for sale, the receipts into the | system now proposed will render a permanent tax 
Treasury from that source had not averaged more | of more than $4,000,000 necessary to meet the 
than $600,000 per annum, at a time when the best | current expenses of Government. And when your 
lands too were in the market. The public lands | political horizon shall again be overspread with 
may, therefore, as a source of revenue, be esti-{ difficulties aud dangers, your debt will grow apace, 
mated at $10,000,000. But, gentlemen say, there | and your annual expenditure in the same propor- 
are 300,000,000 of acres of public land, and each | tion, and eventually you will be cursed with the 
acre worth $2—making $600,000,000! But they | same miserable state of political existence under 
seem not to recollect. that one-third of this land is | which the devoted people of England now groan. 
barren heath, that. will never sell for a cent; and But, if the Navy project be now abandoned, the 
that it will require 100 years, perhaps, to sell the nation will not incur, in the proposed contest, a 
balance. And $10,000,000 laid out at interest, | new debt of moré than $55,000,000, and the annual 
adding the interest to the principal yearly. or even | expenditure will not much exceed $12,000,000 
at the end of the time required for the interestta | per annum. In order to substantiate this fact, he 
equal the principal, would exceed any sum for | would submit a statement, predicated on the same 
which the public lands will ever be sold. Calcu- | facts on which his preceding statement was 
lations with regard to direct taxes were equally | founded, omitting the items of naval expenditure, 
fallacious. It is said that the people of this coun- | which is as follows, to wit: 
try are wealthy, and able to pay large taxes. It For the year 1812. 
is true, that there is great wealth.in the hands,of | Current expenses, as estimated by Secre- 
the people of this country—perhaps the people of | _ tary of the Treasury, in his annual report $9,400,000 


Annual expense of 25 seventy-fours - - 5,294,600 
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Expenses of 30,000 men, in actual service, 
including $540,000 for the recruiting 
service . - - - - - 10,540,000 

Munitions of war already voted, $1,500,000, 
and $1,000,000 for fortifications, requir- 
ed by the report of the Secretary of War 2,500,000 

22,440,000 

From which deduct the revenue, supposed 
to amount to - - - ~ - 8,200,000 

$14,240,000 

This sum may be credited by $2,947,818 
—the money in the Treasury—leavinga ~ 
balance of $1,000,000 in the Treasury - 2,947,818 


Balance to be borrowed - - $11,292,182 





For the year 1813. 
Current expenses, including-the Army of 


30,000 men - . - - . $19,400,000 
Interest of the new debt of $11,292,182 - 677,530 
20,077,530 


From which deduct the revenue, supposed 


to be - . : - 8,200,000 


$11,877,530 


————— 


Balance to be borrowed - ° 


For the year 1814. 


Current expenses, including an Army of 

20,000 men, allowing that such reduc- 

tion may then take place -  ~< $16,945,045 
Interest on the new debt of $23,169,711 - 1,390,182 


18,335,227 
From which deduct the revenue, supposed 
to be - - - - - - - 8,200,000 


Balance to be borrowed - $10,135,227 


For the year 1815. 
Current expenses, including the Army, the 
same as for the year 1814 - - $16,945,045 
Interest on the new debt of $33,304,938 - 1,998,296 


18,943,341 
From which deduct the revenue, supposed 
to be - - - 7 ° - 2 8,200,000 


Balance to be borrowed -- - $10,743,341 
For the year 1816. 
Current expenses, the same as for the year 


S048 ..2....' in - « = $16,945,045 
Interest on the new debt of $44,047,279 - 2,642,847 





19,587,292 
Vrom which deduct the revenue, supposed 
to be = 7 . e e ° © 8,200,000 


Balance to be borrowed . - $1 1,387,892 
For the year 1817. 
The permanent burdens for this year, when 


the Army will probably be disbanded, 
will be— 
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Current expenses, the same as for 1812 - $9,400,000 
Interest on $55,435,171—say $55,000,000 


—ofnew debt - - - - - 3,300,000 
- Ss 

Fotal - - + =* = $12,700,000 
— 


If, said Mr. McKee, our commerce in the year 
1817 should resume its former activity, we shall 
not only be able to meet the currefit expenses of 
the year, but to appropriate portions of the revye- 
nué to the discharge of the public debt; so that 
in ten years of peace and prosperity, our debt will 
be nearly paid off, and we should be in a condj- 
tion to commence a new war, if the public good 
required it. 

Mr. McK. had said, this nation was not destined, 
under the present Constitution, to be a great Naval 
Power; and he maintained that the statements 
which he had exhibited—and which he believed. 
for the purposes of argument, would be found 
substantially correct, when tested by experience— 
went conclusively to show that the expenses of 
the Naval Establishment of ten frigates and twelve 
seventy-four gun ships, now proposed to be built, 
could not be supported without permanent inter- 
nal taxes, and a eonstant increase of the public 
debt and annual expenditure. And if the system 
was gone into, to the extent contemplated by the 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Cueves,) 
of building forty frigates and twenty-five seventy- 
four gun ships, which he admitted would be ne- 
cessary to relieve the Naval Establishment from 
comparative inefficiency, the annual expenses of 
the Government with such a system (as already 
shown) would. be more than $25,000,000, which 
would rapidly increase the public burdens, and 
entail on this country that fatal system which has 
almost ruined the British empire. 

The gentleman from -South Carolina (Mr. 
Cueves) takes it for granted that our commerce 
can be effectually protected by a navy ; and, as- 
suming this fact, he proceeds to show that every 
portion of the American people-are equally inter- 
ested in the building a navy, because all are more 
or less interested in protecting commerce. 

But, the fact is, that navies have never been 
considered as adequate to the complete protection 
of commerce. Look, said he, at the situation of 
the Old World, in times, to them, more prosper- 
ous than the present! What is the fact? Hol- 
land, with almost no navy, possessed an extensive 
and profitable commerce ; and Spain, about the 
same period, with a large and powerful fleet, had 
ne commerce. 

But the situation of Europe is, in all respects, 
different from ours. The Governments of Europe 
are surrounded by rival Powers, who are mostly 
engaged in war with edch other, while we are 
happily far removed from them all, and have no 
neighbors to annoy us, Therefore, arguments 
drawn from the Old World are wholly inapplica- 
ble to this country, because their situation and 
form of Government are altogether unlike ours. 
And when we turn our eyes from foreign Gov- 
ernments to our own, we find that no people since 
Adam were ever more prosperous or more happy 
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than the American people have been for the eight 
or ten years previous to the year 1808. Private 
fortunes have been accumulated with unequalled 
ease and rapidity; commerce has prospered beyond 
example; agriculture lras flourished ; and the rev- 
enue abundant, beyond the wants of the Govern- 
ment. And did this state of prosperity exist ata 
time when your commerce was protected by ves- 
selsof war? No; but ata time when your Navy 
was out of use; and in proportion to the increase 
of your naval expenditure, in the same proportion 
has your commerce decreased. The protection 
ofcommerce is the only ostensible object for which 
navies are created, while power and conquest are 
the main objects. Show me, said Mr. McK.,a 
nation possessed of a large navy, and I will show 

ou a nation always at war. "When has England 

een at peace with all the world, since she be- 
came a great naval Power? Such instances in 
British history were so rare, and of such short 
duration, (if they existed at all,) that’he could not 
answer the question; and he bélieved it would be 
difficult for the ingenuity of the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. Cupves) to answer it. Itis 
true, that England, the greatest naval Power in 
the world, is also the most commercial ; and-it 
was not to be doubted that her commerce received 
aid from her navy, though it owed its extent 
principally to the industry and consequent wealth 
of the nation. But, England has other and far 
more important objects to effect by her.navy than 
that of protecting commerce. Her insular situa- 
tion renders it necessary for her protection, and 
she keeps it up for the purposes of war and domin- 
ion. England would destroy her navy to-morrow, 
if the protection of commerce was her only ob- 
ject; because it cannot be denied that-the expense 
of keeping up her navy exceeds the profits of that 
commerce which it is said to protect. Navies, 
therefore, must be considered as instruments of 
power, rather than as the means of protecting com- 
merce. They are the vile offspring of those na- 
tions where the power and grandeur of the Gov- 
ernment.is everything, and the people are nothing 
but slaves ! 

Mr. McK, having stated that a navy was an 
instrument of power, rather than a means of pro- 
tecting commerce, in order to show that this opin- 
ion was not a mére vagary of ‘his own imagina- 
tion, but the deliberate opinion of some of the 
wisest men of this country, most solemnly pro- 
nounced, he would beg leave to read a document, 
which he hoped would have weight with some 
gentlemen of the Committee. It is taken from the 
celebrated instructions of the Virginia Legisla- 
ture, of 1801, to their>Senators in Congress, and 
is said to have come from the pen of the present 
Chief Magistrate of the United States ; and he 
believed he could venture to say, that no Legis- 
lature ever possessed more talents than were drawn 
together into the Virginia Assembly on that oc- 
casion. After having neticed other subjects, in 
speaking of the Navy, they say: 

“With respect to the Navy, it may be proper to 
remind you, that, whatever may be the proposed object 
of its establishment, or whatever may be the prospect 
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of temporary advantages resulting therefrom, it is dem- 
onstrated by the experience of all nations who have 
ventured far into naval policy, that such prospect is 
ultimately delusive ; and that a navy has ever, in prac- 
tice, been known more as an instrument of power, a 
source of expense, and an occasion of collisions and 
wars with other nations, than as an instrument of de- 
fence, of economy, or of proteetion to commerce. Nor 
is there any nation, in the judgment of the General 
Assembly, to whose circumstances this remark is more 
applicable than to the United States.” 


These opinions may now, however, be consid- 
ered as old-fashioned; but being himself an old- 
fashioned man, he confessed he was more pleased 
with them than with the new political doctrines 
preached by the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Cueves) to the House and the nation. It 
might, however, possibly be the fact, that he (Mr. 
McK.) was wrong, and only indulged ancient 
prepensces, and the gentleman from South Caro- 
ina right; and if such were the case, he could 
only say,in his own defence, that, under the influ- 
ence of those old doctrines, the American people 
had enjoyed a state of prosperity amd happiness 
unparalleled in the history of man—a state of 
prosperity which he feared he would never see 
equalled: He looked back on those days of happy 
prosperity with the same feelings of mournful 
regret with which he looked back to the days of 
his youth, fearing that they, like the days of his 
youth, would never again return—especially if the 
Navy mania should prevail. 

Another great objection to a navy with Mr. 
McK. was, that a great proportion of the expense 
would fal) on the agricultural class of the people, 
and the advantages (if any) to be derived from 
the protection afforded by it to commerce, would 
be derived by the mercantile class. The State of 
Ohio, for instance, will pay within one-third as 
much tax as the State of Maryland or South Car- 
olina, and nearly as much as Connecticut,:with 
less than one-tenth of the commerce to receive 
protection. Is it, therefore, reasonable or just to 
tax that portion of tne people in order to create 
and support a navy for the protection of com- 
merce, when they have none, or but. little, to pro- 
tect? But, it is also true, that the agriculturists 
and manufacturers throughout the Union will pay 
a large proportion of the expense of creating and 
supporting a pavy—perhaps nine-tenths thereof— 
while the mercantile class will receive the great- 
est share of the advantages. As a further illus- 
tration of this subject, he would refer gentlemen 
to an argument of Mr. Gallatin, made in 1799, on 
the establishment of a navy, in which this point 
was clearly demonstrated, with an ability that 
defied refutation, even by the ingenuity of the 
gentleman from South Carolina. 

Why, said Mr. McK., is this period fixed on for 
commencing this great Naval Establishment? 
And why was it not commenced when our finan- 
ces were in a more flourishing condition—at a 
time when the means necessary to effect the object 
were possessed by the Government? Would any 
man say that the vessels proposed to be built could 
be furnished in time to be serviceable in the ap- 
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roaching contest? He believed no man would 

azard his reputation by'such an assertion, unless 
the war should continue longer than was expected. 
It would appear as if gentlemen were disposed to 
take advantage of the fever of the public mind— 
when the people were indignant at the conduct 
of Great Britain, and determined to*have redress 
almost without counting the cost ; and when they 
are most likely to examine subjects of. this sort 
with the least deliberation, we are called upon to 
establish a permanent system which will remain a 
set_fast on the nation forever. All history proves 
that itis in such times thatthe Most pernicious 
and ruinous principles are established, and we 
seem disposed to follow the example. If we are 
to become a great naval power, let us commence 
the system in times of peace and tranquillity, when 
the expression of public sentiment in relation to 
it can be fairly and dispassionately had. 

But, the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
Curves) says,that our Ministers abroad are placed 
in a Very delicate and unpleasant situation, be- 
cause our Navy is not sdfficient to command the 
respect of foreign Powers. So long,said Mr. McK., 
as we maintain ott character at home—so lon 
as we preserve our title to character abroad ; cid 
so long as the people are industrious and happy— 
it was to him a matter of but’small concern whe- 
ther a Turkish Bashaw or a potentate of Europe 
respected us or not. If our friendship was desir- 
able to them, it would be courted ; if it was not, 
we could not fight them into it by twenty-five 
seyenty-four gun ships and forty frigates. But,, 
if it were an object of primary importance with 
the gentleman to render this nation respectable in 
the eyes of foreign nations, his object perhaps 
could be more easily effected by assimilating our 
form of Government more to the forms of the Gov- 
ernments of Kurope—by making the Presidency 
hereditary creating some Princes and Princesses, 
Dukes and Duchesses, Lords and Ladies, Stars 
and Garters. The gentleman will then, perhaps, 
no longer be told that we are without honor and 
{ust olitical views by the monarchies of the Old 

orld. 

[Mr. Cueves said, he would not accept the gen- 
tleman’s project. } 

Mr. McKee said, he did not wish him to accept 
it, neither would he accept that gentleman’s naval 
project, because the consequences to the country, 
in his opinion, would be similar. Create a great 
national debt, impoverish one portion of the com- 
munity with heavy taxes, by which a different 

ortion of the community are benefited, and you 

ave the foundation of a moneyed aristocracy, 
which is the substance Which will, by its own 
operation, create substantially those distinctions 
in society which in other Governments have 
names. 

Establish a navy,said Mr. McK. and this coun- 
try may bid farewell to peace ; because you there- 
by organize a class of society who are interested 
in creating and keeping up wars and contention. 
Officers in the Navy and Army are mere cyphers 
in society in times of peace, and are only respect- 
able in time of war; when wealth and fame may 
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await their exertions« They are, therefore, jp- 
terested in keeping up a state of war, and being 
invested with the management of an instrument 
of war, it is.to be expected, that it will be used jp 
some degree to. answer their own purposes? No 
man who will reflect for a moment, but must be 
satisfied that the disgraceful and lawless conduct 
of the British naval officers on our ‘coast origi- 
nated in a desire on their part to bring on a war 
with this.country,in which they. looked forward 
to Jarge dividends of prize money ; and these acis 
were. contrary to the wish and expectation of 
Great Britain; in one instance the act was dis- 
avowed; and it may be asked why were the offi- 
cers not punished who acted contrary to the wishes 
of the Government? The answer is obvious; be- 
causé the influence of the Navy in England is so 
predominant that the. Government are afjaid 
to touch the subject, and the consequence is, that 
the Government are compelled to bear the odium 
of acts which they disapprove ; and the same 
cause which has produced this effect in England, 
if permitted to operate, will produce a similar ef- 
fect in this country. 

Our little Navy has already contributed much 
towards the irritation, which exists between this 
eountry and England; and under any other Pres- 
ident than Mr. Jefferson, it would have brought 
on a war in 1807. And what real benefit has re- 
sulted from it to the Government? Has a pic- 
aroon or a buecaneer ever been chastised by them? 
If they have, he had no recollection of the case; 
he had seen indeed paragraphs in the newspapers 
mentioning that the frigate President, or some 
one of the vessels, had sailed from the navy yard 
to Norfolk, from thence to New York, and finally 
arrived safe.at Boston; but for what purpose he 
was totally ignorant, unless, indeed, it was to sail 
back again, and furnish the materials for a new 
article for the newspapers ; and for these eminent 
services, the American. people have already paid 
about $30,000,000. 

If,-said Mr. McK., your twelve seventy-fours 
and twenty frigates were built, you could not man 
them, without resorting to impressment. And 
the argument of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Cunves) seems to admit this fact; be- 
cause he summons the whole force of his ingenu- 
ity to prove, first, that you.can im time of war, by 
law, prevent your seamen from engaging on board 
of privateers, beyond a certain number, and sec- 
ond, that if this expedient should fail, you can 
man your ships of war with militia, ‘This, said 
Mr. McK. is a monstrous doctrine, and amounts 
substantlally to the. doctrine of impressment, 
which. is a perversion even.of the British consti- 
tution. Whence do you derive the power of pro- 
hrbiting your mariners from engaging on board 
of privateets, and thus by starvation forcing them 
to engage ia your service? No such power is 
known in the Constitution, and any attempt to 
exercise it (if you possessed the power) would 
only excite irritation. With regard to marching 
the militia on board.of your ships, or out of the 
United States, Mr. McK. said, he had been ata 
loss to know why the gentleman from South Car- 
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olina (Mr. Cueves) had ushered into this House 
q discussion on that point when the volunteer bill 
was under consideration 3 because it seemed to 
him that this question, as it related to the volun- 
teer bill, was (as alawyer would say) de hors the 
record ; but the’ matter is now fully explainéd. 

(Mr. CHEVES said that he had not ushered this 
discussion into the House, but that the question 
was forced om him by other gentlemen, who had 
raised the difficulty. | 

Mr. McKee said, he had been led into the er- 
ror by the circumstance that the gentleman 
from South Carolina first within his hearing 
opened thé discussion on this point in the House, 
and he had therefore supposed it had originated 
with him. That gentleman chad, howeyer,.con- 
tended, that the militia could be marched out of 
the United States, and now holds the opinion, | 
that in the last resort, your ships may be manned | 
by the same means. No such power is known in 
the Constitution. You have the power of calling 
out the militia for three specified objects, to wit : 
“To execute the laws of the Union, suppress in- 
surrections, and repel invasions.” This specifiea- 
tion of the objects for which the militia may be 
called out, operates asa limitation ofthe power; no 
rule of construction is more universal or liable to 
fewer exceptions in law or reason, than thatagrant 
of power, accompanied with a specification of the 
objects to which the power is to be applied, is, in 
its nature, a limitation of the power to those ob- 
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to the Government the power of marching the 
militia out of the United States, and we ought 
not to invest ourselves with the power by impli- 
eation or construction. 

Mr. McK. apologized for detaining the Commit- 
tee solong. He hoped gentlemen would consider 
well the subject before.they gave a vote which 
may. not only affect the present generation, but 
extend its effects to future generations. 

The Committee rose, and had leave to sit again. 


Monpay, January 20. 

Mr. Mircui.u presented the petition of Charles 
Whitelow, of the city of New York, praying for 
permission to occupy a tract of ground lying west 
of the Capitol in the City of Washington, (origi- 
nally intended for a botanic garden,) for the pur- 
pose of improving it as an agricultural and bo- 
tanical garden ; stating his experience in’business 
of this kind in Europe.—Reterred ‘to the Com- 


| mittee on the District of Columbia. 


Mr. JennINGs presented a representation of sun- 
dry inhabitants of the Indiana Territory, com- 
plaining of the arbitrary conduct-of the Governor 
ofthat Territory, in withholding his approbation 
to an act passed by the Legislature, for the re- 
moval of the seat of the Territorial Government, 
and praying redressi—Referred. 

INCREASE OF REVENUE. 
Mr. Bacon observed that the. Committee of 


jects alone; and in this case the power.of calling | Ways and Means had received a,letter from the 
out the militia is limited to those objects and for | Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to an In- 
those purposes which of all others the militia‘are | quity addressed to him by the committee, which 
the best adapted to effect, and for the effectuation | they deemed of public importance; and there- 
of which, it is the most natural that the militia | fore, contrary to their usual practice, the com- 
would be resorted to. niittee had directed him to communicate it to 
[The Chairman, Mr. Nevson.asked Mr. McKee | the House, in order that it might be printed, for 
if he thought the remarks in relation to marching | the use of the members, as it might be some time 
the militia out of the United Statés were applica- | before the committee would be able to make their 
ble to the question before the cammittee ? | report, and by. having the letter of the Secretary 
Mr. McKee said, unquestionably he did believe | of Treasury before them, and their attention 
them applicable ; because he contended, that the | drawn.to.the subject, the House would be better 
ships, if built, could not be manned, unless by | able to meet the consideration of it, when it 
the militia; and if he showed they could not be shall be brought before them by the committee. 
manned by the militia, he thereby,proved that Mr. B. then laid the letter of the. Chairman of 
the ships ought not to be built. the committee to the Secretary of the Treasury 
When the Constitution. of the United States| with his answer (containing Ins budget of pro- 
was submitted to the consideration of the Amer- | posed taxes for meeting the expenses of war) be- 
ican people, and every objection which the inge- fore the House; which being read, 
nuity of party rage could invent was raised against Mr. Mose.py proposed that five thousand copies 
its ratification or adoption, yet it never occurred of the communication should be printed. This 
to any One that the militia could be marched out | motion was seconded by Mr. Mitnor, who, on 
of the United States; and if the history of those | account of its importance, contended for the ne- 
times is looked into, it will be found that the | cessity of making itas public as possible. It was 
power of marching the militia of Georgia to New | opposed by Mr. Bacon, as improper and as in- 
Hampshire, and the militia of Maine to Georgia, curring an unflecessary expense. Improper, be- 
was the subject of serious complaint on the part | Cause it would be giving an undue sanction toa 
of the opposers of ‘the Constitution, and when | letter to one of the committees of the House, 


such objections were raised, itis evident that if 
ever the thought of marching the militia out 
of the United States had occurred, or had been 
supposed to have been contained in the instru- 
ment, it never would have bee ratified. It there- 
fore seemed to him clear, that it was not the in- 
tention of the framers of the Constitution to grant 


which had not been acted upon, (and which it 
was unusual to publish at all;) incurring an un- 
necessary expense, because the letter of the Sec- 
retary would undoubtedly be printed in every 
newspaper in the United States, and by this means 
be made more generally public, than it would be 
in any other way.—Motion negatived 75 to 42. 
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Mr. Maxwe tt then moved that one thousand 
copies be printed. This motion, after some ob- 
servations from Messrs, Wricat, Frsk, and Finp- 
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“3d. It is stated in your report, “ that the permanent 
revenue, or annual receipts, after the year 1812, (calcy- 
lated on the existing state of affairs,) together with an 


Ley, in which they urged the impropriety of | ®ddition of fifty per cent, on the present amount of 


giving any countenance to a letter, containing 
propositions which would not probably be agreed 
to by Congress, and which would’ serve only un- 
necessarily to alarm the people, was negatived 
60 to 52. 

Mr. Davenport moved to have five hundred 
copies printed, which motion was also negatived, 
and the usual number ordered to be printed. 

The Letter and Answer are as follows: 


Commitrer Room, December 9, 1811. 


Sir: In your annual report, prepared in.obedience 
to the act supplementary to the act, entitled “ An act 
to establish the Treasury Department,” and transmit- 
ted to the House of Representatives on the 22d ultimo, 
it is stated, 

Ist. That, to place the financial system of the Uni- 
ted States on a solid foundation, it requires the-aid of 
a revenue, sufficient at least, to defray the ordinary 
expenses of Government, and to pay the interest on 
the public debt, including that on new loans which 
may be authorized. 

That the expenses of the year 1812,-calculated on the 
existing state of affairs, and including the interest 
on the public debt, will amount to $9,400,000 00 

That the whole amount of actual receipts 
into the Treasury, during the year 
1812, may be estimated at - - 8,200,000 00 





Leaving a deficiency (which it is pro- 
posed to supply by authorizing a loan) 
of - - - - - - 


And that an authority to borrow a sum, 
equal to that which will be reimbursed 
of the principal: of the public debt, 
during that year, will be necessary, 
amounting to not less than - - 2,135,318 41 





Making the whole sum, which it is pro- 
posed should be provided for by loan, 
for that year - - - - $3,335,318 41 














Under this view of the subject, the Committee of 
Ways and Means instructed me to inquire of you, whe- 
ther, according tothe principle first above stated, it does 
not become necessary to provide “a fixed revenue,” 
to be received during the year 1812, equal as well to 
the estimated expense of that year, and amounting, 
as above stated, to $9,400,000, as also to the interest 
which will arise on the proposed loan of $1,200,000 ; 
or, otherwise, whether it is proposed to provide for the 
payment of such interest out of the money of the Trea- 








- 1,200,000 00 | 





duties, may be estimated at nine millions of dollars. 
and that, should any: deficiency arise, in the event of 
war, it may be supplied, without difficulty, by a further 
increase of duties, by a restoration of that on salt, and 
by a proper selection of moderate internal taxes.” 
The Committee request that you would favor them 
with the best opinion whieh you are able to form (cal. 
culated on the event of war) of the probable amount of 
the receipts from duties ; a specification of the increase 
of duties whieh you would think practicable and ad. 
visable ; an estimate of the amount of that on salt. 
and such a selection of moderate internal taxes as you 
would reccommend, with the probable expense of col- 
lection, and the amount of net revenue estimated to 
arise therefrom. 
4th. The Committee request that you would furnish 
| them, in connexion with your replies to the preceding 
inquiries, with an estimate of ways and means, (calcu- 
lated on the event of war,) which will provide a reve- 
nue sufficient to meet the ordinary expenses of Gov. 
erhment, and provide for the legal reimbursement and 
interest of the public debt, including the interest on 
new loans, to the amount at least of ten millions of 





| dollars per annum, accompanied with such a scheme 


for the reimbursement of the principal of the new loans 
as you should deem expedient, together with such 
opinions as you may have formed respecting the terms 
on which such loans may probably be obtained ; also, 
stich further views or information, connected with, or 
touching the foregoing objects of inquiry, as you may 
deem necessary and expedient. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your 
obedient servant, E. BACON. 

Hon. Arzert Garratin, Sec. Treasury. 





Treasury Derartment, Jan. 10, 1812. 


Sir: In answer to the first inquiry of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, relative to the interest arising 
on the proposed loan of $1,200,000, necessary to supply 
the deficiency in the receipts of the year 1812, I beg 
leave to observe that that item was not included 
amongst the expenses of that year, because, the esti- 
matebeing made with reference to the expenses alone 
which had previously been authorized. by law, and a 
considerable proportion of those on account of the pub- 
lie debt falling onthe last day of the year, it would not 
have been necessary, in that view of the subject, to 
borrow that sum previous to that day, and the interest 
would not, therefore, have become a charge till the 
year 1813. 

With respect to the second inquiry of the Commit- 
tee, it was certainly contemplated, in conformity with 


sury at the commencement of the year, er from any | the recommendation of the President, whose expres- 


other source ? 


sions were adopted in the report, “ to raise a revenue 


2d. It is stated in your report, “ that a fixed reve- | sufficient, at least, to.defray the ordinary expenses of 


nue of about nine millions of dollars is necessary, under. | 


the existing circumstances of the United States ; and 
that the same amount would be necessary, and, with 
the aid of loans, will, in your opinion, be sufficient, in 
case of war.” 

In reference to this state of things, the Committee 
wish you to state, whether, as, in the event of war, 
increased loans will undoubtedly be required, it will 
be necessary to provide an additional and gradually in- 
creasing revenue, to pay the interest on such loans ? 


Government, and to pay the interest on the public 
debt, including that on new loans which may be au- 
thorized.” The sum of about nine millions of dollars 
was assumed as answering that description for the 


pvrere and the expression of “ fixed revenue,” which 


ad been used in reference to existing circumstances, 
was inadvertently applied to the case of war. It will 
undoubtedly be proper, as remarked by the Committee, 
to provide, annually, an additional and gradually in- 
creasing revenue, sufficient to pay the interest on the 
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joans required in the event of 
joan for the present year will, according to the sug- 

gestion of the Committee, amount to ten millions of 

dollars, the receipts into the Treasury, to be provided 

for the year 1813, should on those data, amount to 

about nine millions six hundred thousand dollars. 

The Committee ask, in the next place, the best 
opinion which I am able to form of the probable 
amount of receipts from duties on merchandise, in the 
event of war. 

As that amount will depend on the extent of the 
commerce between the United States and nations at 

ace with them, and on the numbers of the captures 
respectively made by our own privateers, and by the 
enemy, it is a matter of conjecture, and not a subject 
of calculation ; for which reason it was statéd in the 
report, that that amount could not at present be de- 
termined. Considering the restrictions laid by France 
on the commerce of the United States, with her, own 
dominions and other countries under her influence, 
the dangers to which our commerce with the -Baltic 
and with China will be exposed, the relations of Eng- 
land with Portugal and with Spain, and also that no 
inconsiderable part of the captures made by our priva- 
teers will be sent into foreign ports, a great defalcation 
in the receipts on duties on imported merchandise 
must be expected. The amount, under existing laws 
and circumstances, has, from correct data, been stated 
in the annual report at six millions of dollars. It 
would, in my opinion, be unsafe, in. an estimate of 
ways and means, intended to be relied on with cer- 
tainty, to calculate, in the event of a war, on more 
than two million five hundred thousand dollars, at the 
present rate of duties. 

To the next inquiry of the Committee, respecting 
the increase of those duties which is thought practicae 
ble and advisable, it is answered, without hesitation, 
thal the rate of duties may, in the event of war, be 
doubled, without danger or inconvenience. ‘There 
will, in such event, be less danger of smuggling, at 
that rate, than there is now, with the existing, duties. 
With that increase, the duties will still be much less, 
on an average, than those paid on importations in 
England, France, and most other countries. And. 
they will be collected with more ease to Government, 
and less inconvenience to the people, than could be 
devised, to the same amount, in any other manner. 

A duty on imported salt might now be calculated 
on at least three .million five hundred thousand bush- 
els; but, in time of war, cannot be estimated on nrore 
than two millions of bushels, preducing, at the rate of 
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war. If, therefore, the| ing the expenses already voted by Congress, is not 


more than will be wanted, and estimating.at the lowest 
rate the interest on the loan of 1813, the deficiency 
for 1814, to be provided for by other sourees, will 
amount to four million two hundred thousand dollars. 
The expenses of assessment and collection, and inci- 
dental losses, on the internal taxes, frora the proceeds 
of which this deficiency must be supplied, may be 
estimated at fifteen per cent. In order to produce a 
net revenue of four million two hundred thousand 
dollars, the gross amount of taxes. must therefore be 
néar five millions of dollars. As the taxes, which may 
be organized during the present session of Congress, 
will not become due till the ensuing,year, and as it is 
sufficiently ascertained, from)universal experience, that 
taxes will not produce their full nominal amount the 
first year they are in operation, it may be relied on 
that a’ gross amount of five millions, intended to pro- 
duce a net revenue of four million two hundred thou- 
sand dollars, will not yield that sum till the year 1814, 
nor produce, in 1813, more than the required sum of 
three million six hundred thousand dollars. Five mil- 
lions of dollars will, therefore, be assumed as the gross 
amount of taxes (including the expenses of assessment 
and collection, and the incidental losses) necessary to 
be raised at this time. That sum is calculated to 
cover the interest on the loans of ten millions a year, 
wanted for the service of the years 1812 and 1813, 
leaving the selection of additional taxes, which may 
thereafter be necessary to provide for the interest of 
subsequent loans, to be made: according to the expe- 
rience which will be afforded by those two years. 


Before I proceed to answer the inquiry of the com- 
mittee, respecting a selection of the internal taxes now 
necessary, permit me to-observe, that it was stated in 
the annual report of December 10, 1808, that “no 
internal taxes, either direct or indirect, were contem- 
plated, even in the case of hostilities carried against 
the two great belligerent Powers”—an assertion which 
renders it necessary to show that the prospect then 
held out was not deceptive, and why it has not been 
realized. 

The balance in the Treasury amounted, at that time, 
to near fourteen millions of dollars ; but, aware that that 
surplus would, in a short time, be expended, and having 
stated that the revenue was daily decreasing, it was, in 
the same report, proposed “ that allbthe existing duties 
should be doubled on importations subsequent to the 
first day of January, 1809.” As the net revenues ac- 


and 1811, has, without any increase of duties, exceeded 


crued from customs during the three years, 1809, 1810, 


twenty cents per bushel, four hundred thousand dollars. | twenty-six millions of dollars, it follows that, if the 


The duties on tonnage and imported merchandise, in- 
cluding the former duty on salt, and doubling the 
rate of all the others, would, according to that esti- 
mate, amount to - e « - $5,400,000 

To which, adding the proceeds of the sales 
of public lands, estimated, as by the an- 


nual report, at - : « : - 600,000 
Makes an aggregate of - - - 6,000,000 
And leaves a deficieney of s8 - 3,600,000 

In order to complete the net revenue, 
wanted for the service of 1813,of - $9,600,000 


On the basis of annual loans of ten millions of dol- 
lars, during the continuance of the war, (which is the 
sum assumed by the committee, and which, consider- 


measure, then submitted, had been adopted, we should, 
after making a large deduction for any supposed dim- 
inution of consumption arismg from the proposed in- 
crease, have had, at this time, about twenty millions 
of dollars on hand—a sum greater than the net amount 
of the proposed internal taxes for four years. 
In proportion as the ability to borrow is diminished, 
the necessity of resorting to taxation is increased. It 
| is, therefore, also proper to observe, that, at that time, 
the subject of the renewal of the charter of the Bank 
of the United States had been referred by the Senate to 
the Secretary of the Treasury ; nor had any symptom 
appeared, from which its absolute dissolution, without 
any substitute, could have then been anticipated. The 
renewal, in some shape, and on a more extensive scale, 
was confiently relied on ; and, accordingly, in the re- 
port made during the same session, to the Senate, the 
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millions of dollars, was submitted, with the condition | tax will, therefore, so far as relates to Pennsylvania, be 
that that institution should, if required, be obliged’ to | near twenty per cent. lighter, in proportion to the re. 
lend one-half of its capital to the United States: “The | spective population, than that paid. during the years 
amount thus loaned might, without any irivonvenience, | 1785 to 1789, 
have been increased to twenty millions. And with|, The rule of apportionment. prescribed by the (on. 
twenty millions of dollars in‘ hand, and loans being | stitution, operates with perhaps as much equality as js 
secured for twenty millions more, without.any increase practicable, in relation to-States not materially ‘differ. 
of the stock of the public debt at market, internal tax- | ing in wealth and situation. It may, therefore, be jn. 
ation would have been unnecessary for at least four | ferred, that a direct tax, which is not greater than 
years of war, nor any other resource been wanted, than Pennsylvania can‘ pay with facility, will not press hea. 
an additional-annual lean of five millions—a sum suffi- | vily upon any of the other Atlantic States. It is only 
ciently moderate to be obtained from individuals, and | jn teference to the Western States that the Constity. 
on favorable terms. tional rule of apportionment, according to the respect. 
These. observations are made only in reference to | ive number of inhabitants in each State, may be sup. 
the finances and resources of the General Government. | posed to be-unequal. Being at a greater distance from 
Considerations of a different nature have, on both these | a market, and having, on ‘account of the recent date of 
subjects, produced a different result; which makes a | their settlements, less aecumulated capital, it is cer. 
resort to internal taxes, now, necessary, and will ren- | ‘lainly true that they cannot, in proportion to their 
der loans more difficult-to obtain, and their terms less | population, pay as much, or with the same facility, as 
favorable. But the resources of the country remain }the Atlantic Statés. Two considerations will, however, 
the same ;_ and, if promptly and earnestly brought into | much diminish the weight, if they do not altogether 
a¢tion, will be found amply sufficient to meet the pres: | obviate that objection. 
ent emergency. With respect to internal taxes, the 1. Of the articles actually consumed in the Western 
whole amount to be raised is so moderate, when com- |‘States, there are twoof general consumption, on which 
pared either with the population and wealth of the | duties are laid, or proposed to be laid, and on which, 
United States, or with the burdens laid on European being articles produced in ‘those States, they will pay 
nations by their Governments, that no doubt exists of | nothing, or less than: the Atlantic States. On salt 
the ability or will of the people to’ pay, without any they will pay nothing, as the whole quantity consumed 
real ifreonvenience, and with cheerfulness, the pro- there is of domestic origin; and this observation af. 
posed war taxes. ° For, itis still hoped that the ordinary | fords an argument in favor of the restoration of the 
peace revenue Of the Unfted States will be sufficient to’| duty on that article, since it will tend. to equalize the 
reimburse, ‘within a reasonable period, the loans ob- operation of the direct tax. A. considerable part of the 
tained during the war, and that neither a perpetual | Sugar those States consume (nearly seven millions of 
and increasing public debt, nor a permanent system of | pounds) is also the produce of 'the maple, and pays no 
ever progressing taxation~shall be entailed on’the | duty. And,,in time of war, it is probable that the res- 
nation. These. evils cannot, however, be: otherwise | idue of their consumption will, in a great degree, con- 
avoided, than by the speedy organization of a certain | sist of New Orleans sugar; also duty frees 


revenue. Delays in that respect, and a reliance on} 2.‘ A considerable portion of the direct taxes, in those 
indefinite loans, to defray the war expenditure, the | States, is laid on lands owned by pérsons residing in 
ordinary expenses of Government, and.the interest on | other States, and will not fall on the inhabitants. It 
the loans themselves, would be equally unsafe and | appears, by a late official statement, that more than 
ruinous—would in a short timie, injure public credit, | two-thirds of the land tax’ of the State of Ohio are 
impair the-national resources, and ultimately render | raised on ands owned by non-residents. The portion 
much heavier and perpetual taxes.absolutely necessary. | of the quota of that State on the United States’ direct 
Of the gross amount of five millions of dollars to be | tax, which will be payable by its inhabitants, will, for 
now provided, according to the preceding estimates, by | that réason alone, be reduced to one-third part of the 
internal taxation, it is respectfully proposed that three | nominal amount of such quota. And, although the 
millions should be raised by a direct tax, and two mil- | proportion may not be the same in the other Western 
lions by indirect taxes. , States, it is well known that a similar result, though 
The sum of three millions will not, considering the | not perhaps to the samie extent, will take place in all. 
increase of population, be a much greater direct tax From every view which has been taken of the sub- 
than that of two millions, voted in the year 1798. To | ject, it satisfactorily appears that the proposed amount 
this, permit mé to add another view of the subject. of three millions is moderate, and cannot be product- 
The direct taxes, laid by the several States during | ive of any real inconvenience, provided that the ob- 
the last years of the Revolutionary war, were generally | jects on which the tax shall be assessed be properly 
more heavy than could be paid with convenience. But, | selected. 
during the years 1785 to 1789, an annual direct tax:of| _A direct tax may be assessed either on the whole 
more than’ 200,000. dollars (205,189) was raised in | amount of the property or income of the people, or on 
Pennsylvania, which was hot oppressive, and was paid certain specific objects selected for that purpose. The 
with great punctuality. The increase of population of first mode may, on abstract principles, be considered 
that State, between the years 1787 and 1812, is, in the |-48 most correct ; and a tax laidin case of selection, on 
ratio of about four to nine. _ A tax of 450,000 dollars, | the same articles, in all the States, as was done in the 
payable in the year 1813, is not higher, in proportion direct tax of 1798, is recommended by its uniformity, 
to population, alone, and without regard even to the | and supported by respectable authority. It is, never- 
still greater increase of wealth, and of circulating me- | theless, believed that the systems of taxation, respect- 
dium, than a tax of 200,000 dollars was. in the year | ively, adopted by the several States, matured, modi- 
1787. But the quota of Pennsylvania, on a tax of | fied, and improved, as they have been by long expe- 
three millions of dollars, will (counting Orleans as a | rience, will generally be found to be best adapted to 


propriety of increasing the capital of the bank tothirty | State) hardly exceed 365,000 dollars. The prposed 
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the local situation and circumstances of each State ; | dred gallons, at the rate of three cents per gallon, dis- 


and they are certainly most congenial with the feel- | tilled; and that, instead of a duty on the spirits, or of 
ings and habits of the people. It is therefore proposed | licenses in proportion to the time employed, all other 
that the direct tax should be laid and assessed in each | distillers should only pay an annual tax of five dollars 
State upon the same objects of taxation on which the | for each still solely employed in the distillation of fruit, 
direct. taxes, levied under the authority of the State, | and of fifteen dollars.for each still otherwise employed. 
sre laid and assessed. This tax may, also, still, without reference to time, be 
made to vary aceording to the size of the stills. At 
those rates, this class of duties is estimated to produce, 
at most, $400,000; and it is intended, in that case, 
that another duty should be levied on the same article, 
in the shape of licenses to retailers. By the adoption 
of that mode, the expenses of collection will be con- 


it is proposed. that the quota assigned to each State, siderably diminished, penalties for not entering stills 
according to the rule prescribed by the Constitution, will be unnecessary, and they will be confined, with 
should be apportioned by law amongst.-the several | respect to country stills, to the case of clandestine dis- 
counties, towns, or other subdivisions’ of each State; tilling without paying the tax. 

adopting, in each State, where a State taxis now levied, | 2d. Duties on refined sugar.—A duty double of that 

> o9 2 G d & ’ . Tt - a - 

the apportionment of the State tax, whether that be an | heretofore laid, viz : at the rate of four cents per pound, 
absolute quota, fixed by a previous State law on the | is estimated to produce 200,000 dollars. The draw- 
county or Sinem, or whether it be ‘only the amount back, both of that duty and of that on the importation 
which shall appear to have been last Jaid on such | of the raw indterial, sone a 7 

county by the operation of the general State laws, im- 3d, Licenses bo retdilers,— hese are believed to be 
posing a direct tax ; making the apportionment in the susceptible of considerable and very proper augmenta- 


States where no State tax is now levied, according to tion and extension. T'lie following rates are estimated 
‘ to produce 700,000 dollars. 


The attempt made, under the former direct tax of 
the United States, to equalize the tax’ by authorizing 
a Board of Commissioners, in each. State, to correct 
the valuations made by the local assessors, was at- 
tended with considerable expense, and productive of 
great delay. In order to obviate this inconvenience, 


tained;, and authorizing the States, respectively, to | For —. oe reat ee a ° - — $20 
alter the apportionment thus made by law, at any time Ic oo es y age os 
previous to the day fixed by law for assessing the Uni- | to, s ; roe eee 
ted States’ tax on individuals. The whole process of | - do. any other species of foreign 
merchandise - - - 10 


assess i al 
eEreeee Lveiay Se sepecnyin tit ce: aeeae | Tavern keepers, licensed under the authority of any 


ing the quota of each county, town, or other subdi- | . idee ; ; 
a = the lastds end-inbabitents of. such division. | State, and not living in any city, town, village, or with- 


It will be as simple, and may be effected as promptly, = As Songrectnygs radia rb aeay re oe co Laci 
and with as little expense, as the assessment of a | he "Fine ak oon ne oe Pas - i ae ga 
county tax; and the objects, of taxation being the’| ‘ case onerw vt ae ee =. ar othe th os 
same, it may be still more facilitated by authorizing an | ee a or a ae ae ae ee ca = 7 
adoption of the State assessment.on individuals, when- | °Y * ohn a saltses tl yl ohee : aes so vnsid oa 
ever it may be obtained from the proper authority. py eae a ee eet re i 8 V5 
° : : sa é . 

With respect to indirect taxes, it does not appéar | "Ath. Duties on sales at auction.—These, confined to 
emneinh ae ao a, tao Watied Wipine San the sale of articles of foreign produce or manufacture, 
een formerly levie ~ AS ¥ | Q : > as hereto ‘ 
were in operation during severalvyears, their defects, | Soap ph ag pte at ee ee eee ee 

. . . . e , . 
= the enema aa eee | “Sth. Duties upon carriages for the conveyance of 
” 1 Bee With Sieh nalitieaibinenadlien nies hahaa | persons.—These duties, adding at the rate of fifty per 
an on : — incall aol sti ee ede that | CeBt: 07 the duties formerly raised, are ‘estimated to 
he amount now wanted ; i ’ ¢ i 150.000 dollars 
: ; | produce 150,000 dollars. a ! 
wish other, one ae ee | 6th. Stamp duties.—An association of ideas which 
with any real advantage. e gross » rail fd “ | connects these duties with the attempt of Great Brit- 
pce an ote “ain aiid = ati _ °* | ain to tax Ameri¢a, and which might, with equal pro- 
oi < ciate te — . sahehchataiiides eae priety, attach odium to the duty on the importation of 
‘sel a ae _ si row Bromma tat e increase of | ™ as rendered their name in “some degree unpopu- 
ra seca a een } : a dues’ th lar. The great extension of post roads, and the facility 
el ted y ‘per cent. in the cate = Oa or b © | of distribution, have, however, removed the most sub- 
leebd : Faas amount of two mi aa a it 18 be- | -tantial objection’to which they were liable. They do 
a th wr amen ought not = bn i cneladal | not appear to be more inconvenient than any other in- 
GS Citen Takes CR eee ate oon € of greater | ternal tax, and the expenses of collection are less than 
Wn teers naman than a ane aa / on any other, being only a commission on the sale, and 
1. Duties on domestic spirits distilled—There is | the cost of paper and stamping. At the same rate as 

not any Bur aie object of a ener ardent | heretofore, with the exception of bank notes, on which 
spirits. But the mode of taxation is liable to strong | an increase appears proper, (with an option to the 
objections, particularly with respect to persons who | banks to pay one-twentieth part of their dividends in 
Soa Gee a eeadat titan ae pot thereof,) they are estimated to produce 500,000 
casionally, distil the produce of their farms. is there- |. dollars. 
fore proposed, that the duties on the quantity of spirits | Re ‘ulation 
distilled should be levied only on spirits distilled from | __ ecapuutation. 7 

foreign materials, at the rate of ten cents per gallon, |, Direct tax, gross amount - - _- = $3,000,000 
distilled, and on other distilleries employing stills, the | Duties on spirits and licenses to distillers, 


aggregate of which shall contain more than four hun- | gross amount - - - $400,000 
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Refined sugar, gross amount - 200,000 
Retailers’ licenses, do. - - 700,000 
Sales at auction, do. - - 50,000 
Duties on carriages, do. - - 150,000 
Stamp duties, do - - 500,000 
2,000,000 
Total gross amount - 5,000,000 


Deduct expenses of assessment and collec- 
tion, and losses, estimated at fifteen per 
cent. - - - - - - - 750,000 

Net amount estimated for 1814, - 4,250,000 


But are not estimated: to yield, in 1813, 


morethan - - - - - - 3,600,000 





Most of the internal taxes have been estimated at 
their maximum ; but it is hoped that any defalcation 
from the estimated amount will be compensated by a 
diminution in.the expenses of collection, which have 
also been computed at the highest rate. 

For the superintendence of those taxes, both direct 
and indirect, it appears indispensable that the office of 
commissioner of the revenue should. be re-established. 
For their collection, the former offices of supervisor 
and inspector are believed to have been unnecessary 
and injurious links in the system, and that the expense 
will be diminished, and the collection and accounta- 
bility better securéd, by the division of the States into 
convenient collection districts, and by the appoint- 
ment of ‘a collector to each district, who will pay into 
the Treasury, and be immediately accountable to that 
department, in the same manner as the collectors of 
eustoms. This arrangement, the greater amount to 
be collected, and the simplification in the objects and 
mode ‘of taxation, will, it is hoped, reduce, in a short 
tinre, the expenses of collection of the indirect taxes to 
seven and a half instead ‘of thirteen per cent,, which 
they formerly cost, when brought to their highest degree 
of improvement. In estimating the charges on the direct 
tax at fifteen per cent., fiye per cent. have, been allowed 
for the assessment, five per cent. for the collection, and 
five per cent. for losses. ‘This last item is principally 
on account of losses on unseated lands, and on some 
remote districts of country, and is not susceptible of 
much reduction. That for assessinent may be lessened 
in those States where the objects of taxation do not 
require an annual valuation, or where the State or 
county assessments may be used. .The expense of 
collection proper may be, also, in some degree, les- 
sened in cities and populous districts, and by uniting 
it with that of the internal taxes. . It is, however, ne- 
cessary that the compensation of the collectors be sufli- 
cient to command the services of men properly quali- 
fied, and in every respect worthy of the trust. 

In performing the ungracious task of pointing out 
new objects of taxation, those have been submitted 
which appeared sufficiently productive-and least oppres- 
sive. The objections to which each, including the in- 
crease of duties on importations, is liable, have not 
been stated; not because I was insensible of them, but 
because no substitute of any importance was _per- 
ceived, which was not still more objectionable. Every 
tax being in some degree an evil, is, therefore, liable 
to some objection; and every one, taken singly, may, 
for that reason, be easily combatted. But, if the ne- 
cessity of an. additional revenue be admitted, the ob- 

jections afford no argument why the tax proposed 
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should be rejected, unless another, less inconvenient 


be substituted. The necessity of-such an addition to | 


the revenue has, in the course. of this letter, been 
strongly urged, because it was strongly felt ; but with 
respect to the taxes proposed, the selection is submit. 
ted with diffidence; and it will be highly gratifying 
that some more eligible may be devised. 

The last inquiry of the committee relates principally 
to the terms on which loans, amounting to at least ten 
millions of dollars per annum, may be obtained, and to 
the plan proper to be adopted for the reimbursement 
of such loans. 


The terms on which annual loans to that amount 
may be obtained, can be ascertained only by experi. 
ment. Government has never, since its organization, 
obtained considerable loans within the United States, 
at the rate of six per cent. a year, except from the 
Bank of the United States ; -and these, on a capital of 
ten millions, never amounted to seven millions in the 
whole. In proportion to the amount wanted for the 
service of the year, and to'the increase of stock of the 
public debt at market, the terms must naturally be- 
come less:favorable. It must, also, be recollected that, 
in- addition to the sum wanted to defray the extraor. 
dinary expenses of the war, an annual loan, equa! to 
the annual reimbursement of the six per cent. and de- 
ferred stocks, prescribed by law, will also be required. 
This, together with the reimbursement of the residue 
of the converted stock, amounting to $565,000, will, 
for this year, amount, as has been stated in the annual 
report, to $2,135,000. © As the interest on the existing 
debt is included in the “current expenses,” the loan 
necessary for the reimbursement of the six per cent. 
and deferred stocks, will, for each subsequent year, 
amount only to’$1;570,000. ‘The loans for those sums 
will, indeed, Greate no addition to the amount of the 
debt, but will, nevertheless, increase the total sum to 
be annually borrowed, It must also be observed, that, 
if the price of stocks should sink below par, the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund are bound, by the ex- 
isting laws, to apply the residue of the annual appro- 
priation of eight millions a year to the purchase of 
stock; and that residue will, this year, amount to 
$3,640,000, which, in that case, must also be borrowed. 
It is a view of those several considerations which has 
created an apprehension that ‘loans, .to such large 
amount, might not, perhaps, be obtained on as favor- 
able terms as under other circumstances, and, with the 
powerful assistance of a National Bank, has been for- 
merly anticipated. ‘The same view of the subject has 
most forcibly impressed a conviction of the necessity 
of-an additional revenue : for, if further loans be also 
resorted to for defraying the ordinary expenses ani 
the interest, they must, if,at all practicable, be ob- 
tained ‘on the. most ruinous terms. . Excluding that 
idea, and embracing only the loans which are abso- 
lutely necessary, it appears to me more prudent not to 
limit the rate of interest by law. A discretionary 
power, in that respect, is, so far as relates to the Ex- 
ecutive, altogether ineligible, but it is preferable to the 
risk of leaving the public service unprovided for. It 
is, also, for the same reason, requisite that the loans 
may be made irredeemable for a term not less than ten 
years. 


In a former communication to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, it was suggested that “ 'T'reasury 
notes,” bearing interest, might, to a certain extent, be 
issued, and to that extent diminish the amount to be 
direetly borrowed. The advantage they would have, 
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ould result from their becoming a part of the circula- 
‘ing medium, and taking, toa certain degree, the place 
of bank motes. It is evident, however, that, for the 
ame reason, the issue must be moderate, and never 
exceed the amount which may circulate without de- 
preciation. 

The loans necessary for the present year, are, Ist. 
A sum equal to that which may, during the year, be 
reimbursed on account of the principal of the debt. 
odly. The amount of expenses which have béen, or 
may be, authorized by Congress, and are not included 
in the annual estimates. 

The first sum will certainly amount to $2,135,000, 
and may be greater if the stocks should sink below. 

The second sum cannot yet be stated, since’ the ex- 
tent of the expenses which may be authorized is not 
yet ascertained, and as the estimates for the additional 
army, already authorized, have not yet been received 
by the Treasury Department. 

The deficit of $1,200,000 (on the Peace Establish- 
ment) is not included as absolutely .necessary, al- 
though its payment will, as stated in the annual re- 
port, leave in the ‘Treasury a smaller balance than, 
under existing circumstances, is eligible. 


It may be proper to repeat that, so long as the pub- 
lic credit is preserved, and a sufficient revenue is pro- 
vided, no doubts are entertained of the possibility of 
procuring, on loan, the sums wanted to defray the ex- 
traordinary expenses of a war; and that the apprehen- 
sions expressed relate solely to the terms of the loans— 
to the rate of interest at which they can be obtained. 

The reimbursement of the new debt which may be 
created, must ultimately depend on the respective reve- 
nue and expenditure of the United States after the res- 
toration of peace. No artificial provisions, no appro- 
priations or investments of* particular funds in certain 
persons, no nominal sinking fund, however constructed, 
will ever reduce a public debt, unless the net annual 
revenue shall exceed the aggregate of the annual ex- 
penses, including the interest on thé debt.. Those whd 
create the debt can only estimate what the peace reve- 
nue and expenditure will be, and presume that the sup- 
posed surplus will be faithfully and perseveringly ap- 
plied to the payment of the principal. 


The current or peace expenses have. been estimated 
at nine millions of dollars. Supposing the debt con- 
tracted during the war not to exceed fifty millions, and 
its annual interest to amount to three millions, the ag- 
gregate of the peace expenditure would be no more 
than twelve millions. And as the peace revenue of the 
United States may, at the existing rate of duties, be 
fairly estimated at fifteen millions, there would remain, 
from the first outset, a surplus of three millions of dollars 
applicable to the redemption of the debt. So far, there- 
fore, as can be now foreseen, there is the strongest rea- 
son to believe that the debt thus contracted will be dis- 
charged with facility, and as speedily as the terms of 
the loans will permit. “Nor does any other plan, in 
that respect, appear necessary, than toextend the ap- 
plication of the annual appropriation of eight millions, 
and which is amply sufficient for that purpose, to the 
payment of interest and reimbursement of the princi- 
pal of the new debt. No doubt can be entertained of 
that mode being sufficiently efficacious, since, by that 
plan alone, forty-six millions of the public debt have been 
reimbursed during the last eleven years. If the na- 
tional revenue exceeds the national expense, a simple 
appropriation forthe payment of the principal of the 
debt, and co-extensive with the object, is sufficient, 
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and will infallibly extinguish the debt. If the expense 
exceeds the revenue, the appropriation of any specific 
sum, and the investment of the interest extinguished, 
or of any other fund, will prove altogether nugatory ; 
and the national debt will, notwithstanding that appa- 
ratus, be annually increased by an amount equal to the 
deficit in the revenue. 

The annual interest on the existing debt 


amounts to - - - - - - $2,220,000 
And estimating the interest on the new 
debt at - . - - - - 3,000,000 
The sum which, on the annual appropria- 
tion of eight millions, would, at the res- 
toration of peace, be applicable to the 
payment of principal, is - - - 2,780,000 
Total. - - - - - - $8,000,000 














A sum somewhat less than the presumed surplus of 
three millidns, as above stated, and which will be nearly 
sufficient to réimburse, before the year 1823, the whole 
existing debt of the United States, with the exception 
of the three per cent stock. The loans contracted du- 
ring the war being made irredeemable for at least ten 
years, the first reimbursement would fall om that year ; 
and the whole of the appropriation of eight millions, 
after deducting $485,000 for the interest of the three 
per cent. stock, would thenceforth be applicable to the 
payment of the interest and principal of the new debt- 
The precise period of final extinguishment, and the pre- 
cise amount of annual. payments, will depend on the 
terms of the loans, and on the number of years for which 
it may be necessary to make each loan irredeemable. 
But this sketch is sufficient to show, Ist. That no in- 
convenience will arise in making the loans irredeem- 
able for ten years, sinee there is not much probability 
that they could be sooner discharged. 2dly. That the 
appropriation of eight millions will be sufficient for 
their final reimbursement. 3dly. That that reimburse- 
ment, and that of the whole debt of the United States 
(the three per cent. stock excepted) will probably be 
effected within fifteen years after the restoration of 
peace. It must always be remembered that those es- 
timates are predicated on the supposition that an ad- 
ditional revenue, to the amount already stated, will be 
provided, and that the increase of debt, during the war, 
will not exceed fifty millions. 

In answering the inquiries of the committee on sub- 
jects so intimately connected with the most important 
questions of national concern, it became an imperious 
duty to represent every circumstance precisely as it 
was, or appeared to be, and without exaggerating or 
disguising any of the difficulties which must be en- 
countered. To understand these. to their full extent, 
will afford the best means of overcoming them; and 
there is none which appears insurmountable or even dis- 

couraging. What appears to be of vital importance is, 
that the crisis should at once be met by the adoption 
of efficient measures, which will with certainty provide 
means commensurate with the expense; and by pre- 
serving unimpaired, instead of abusing, that public 
credit on which the public resources so eminently de- 
pend, will enable the United States to persevere in the 
contest until an honorable peace shall have been ob- 
tained. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 


obedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 
Hon. E. Bacon, Chairman, &c. 














NAVAL ESTABLISHING. 

The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
teeof the Whole, on the bill concerning the Naval 
Establishment: 

Mr. Basserr.—Mr. Chairman: I rejoice that 
on all sides of the House the importance of this 
question is admitted. It is indeed important, in- 
volving the first duties of the Government, the 
first interests of the people. Give me leave’ to 
congratulate you, sir, and the nation, that a cause 
so good has found so able an advocate as my 
friend from South Carolina. I subseribe to his 
doctrine in relation tocommerce. For, in cast- 
ing my eyes up as I enter this Hall, 1 see ggouped 
together Agriculture and Commerce, forcibly pre- 
senting to my mind their intimate relation. It is 
the freight that cheers the sailor whilst tugging 
at his oarhe fetches and-carries and thereby gives 
value to the surplus: of the agriculturist, and 
supplies to him what-his climate, his-farm, or his 
occupation, wil not produce. Yetit is not in re- 


lation to foreign commerce, that my mind has | 


been led to view this subject ; and I regret, greatly 
regret, that it has been always thought necessary 
to array the agricultural interest against naval 
equipment. Let me ask the Committee, with me, 
to take a more dignified yiew of this subject, and 
examine it as a means of national defence, as it 
will give security to life, liberty, and property. 
Whilsvin the great scheme of nature good is mixed 
with evil, a resort to foree will occasionally be 
indispensable, ‘and a nation not only willing but 
determined to be free must at some tinie; if not 
always, be prepared for defence, When that 
necessity occurs, what is at the discretion of the 
nation? Only the quantum and kind of force. 
It has been argued by all, and the decision is wise, 
that if you resort to force, it should be equal, or 
more than equal, to the contemplated object. On 
that groun@, I will leave it, and take up the other 
alternative—the kind of force. 

Shall we, then, rely for defence and security 
on bayonetsor ships, on regiments or seventy fours ? 
I hesitate not, before this Committee and this na- 
tion, to declare my preference to the latter—and 
why prefer them? Because: less dangerous to 
your civil institutions, less costly and more effi- 
cient. If we consult the faithful page of history, 
we find no instance where a naval commander 
has overturned his Government. As navies have 
been in use time immemorial, and there bas been 
no instance, it is fairly inferable that there will 
be no instance; reason supports what history af- 
firms. It has been said of the sailor, that his 
home is on the deep. Absence denies them the 
means of interest and intrigue. The force under 
their command cannot be marched on land. The 
General only becomes dangerous,as he can march 
his army at his heels, as the influence he has 
gained in the camp follows him to thecity. The 
Admiral, possessing neither the means nor interest, 
nor power, how can he be dangerous? To illus- 
trate this from history, look to Holland. Did 
De Ruyter or Van Tromp.innovate on the Dutcly 
Government, or was it the Prince of Orange, at 
the head ofthe army—a General—made Stadthol- 
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der? , Yet my friend .from Pennsylvania (Mr 
Seyperr) has instanced Holland as one of the 
nations destroyed by hernavy. Icannot butthink 
to-use an expression of his own, that his reason 
was on the wing, and «hat he did not take time 
fairly to view the case. I ask a reconsideration 

when I am sure that my well-read friend wij} 
accord with me, that it is to the fatal influence of 
the House of Orange that the sad catastrophe of 
that nation is aftribytable, To the British his- 
tory I appeal also 4s illustrative of this point, 
Have not her naval equipments exceeded all na- 
tions, and is her Goveroment less favorable at 
this moment to the rights of humanity than those 
of her neighbors, who may be said to have a stee|- 
begirted shore, whose ramparts are bayonets? 
For the many years which the British navy have 
ruled the ocean, what has been the influence of 
her Admirals in the councils of the nation? None, 
sir; neither*in France or in Britain was an Ad- 
mirat ever Prime Minister. Here let me ask, jf 
Cromwell was an Admiral ? 

But, says my friend from Pennsyvania, the 
British’ navy has had a fatal tendency to bring the 
nation in war, as said Mr. Sinclair. Let me ask 
my friend, for a moment, to ease his wing from 
the pursuit after the speculative opinions of Sin- 
clair, by showing us the instance in which the in- 
fluence of the navy led the nation into war? 
Was it that influence that broke the peace of 
Amiens? I think not. Nor will my friend, to 
excuse Mr. Pitt's crusade against the French revo- 
lution, say that the navy was the cause of that 
war. The preceding war was that of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Stamp and tea taxes evince 
how much agency the navy had in the produc- 
tion of that.war. Where then is the instance ? 
I shall, I hope, be-excused for saying that I had 
rather have the opinion proved by the instance. 
than the instance by the opinion. 

But, sir, the patriotic: opinions of our country 
are against me, and the Virginia resolutions, as 
penned by our Chief Magistrate, and the able 
speech of Mr. Gallatin, are quoted. To the first 
I answer, the Message, at the opening of the ses- 
sion, page 10, says:- “Your attention will o! 
‘course be drawn to such provisons on the sub- 
‘ject of our naval force, as may be required for 
‘the services to’which it may be best adapted. 
‘T submit to Congress the seasonableness of an 
‘authority to augment the stock of such materials 
‘ as are imperishable in their frature, or may not at 
‘once be \attainable.” I consider every report 
coming from the Heads of Departments a Cabinet 
act. In that view, l beg leave also to make a 
general reference to the report of the Secretary 
of the Navy. Asto the opinion of Mr.,Gallatia, 
I would be understood as holding in as high es- 
teem as any one that great and good man. He 
shall have my everlasung gratitude for the good 
he has done his country. To his opinion shall 
I contrast my own? No, sir, I will beg leave to 
read from the Notes on Virginia, page 291: 

“Wars then must sometimes be our lot; and all the 
wise can do, will be to avoid that half of them which 
would be produced by our own follies and our own 
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gets of injustice ; and to make for the other half the | actor; yes, he had witnessed that a British force, 
| confined to their works in New York, by General 


«Of what nature should these be? A land army | Washington, with the aid of a small marine, 


would be useless for offence; and not the best nor safest 
instrdment.of defence. For either of these purposes, 





could send a detachment to Petersburg and Rich- 
mond in Virginia; and if those towns did not ex- 


the sea is the field on which we should meet an Eyro- | perience the destructive effect of fire, as all the 
an enemy. On that element it is necessary we | tobacco in them did, it was owing to the mercy 


should possess some power, .To aim at sucha navy | of the enemy 


as the greater nations possess, would be a foolish and | 
wicked waste of the energies of our countrymen. It | 
would be to pull on our own heads that load of mili- | 
tary expense, which makes the European laWoror go | 
supperless to bed, and moistens his bread with the 
sweat of his brows. 

«Tt will be enough ifwe enable ourselves to prevent | 
insults from those nations of Europe which are weak 
on the sea; because circumstances exist which render 
even the stronger ories weak as to us. Providence has 
placed their richest and most defenceless possessions | 
at our door; has obliged their most precious commerce | 


He had seen Cornwallis march 
| triumphantly from Chestertown to Virginia. A 
French fleet came’ to our aid, gave us the com- 
|mand of the water, and the laurels were shorn 
| from the brow of this popular British General and 
| himself made captive. Here then, we have a 
mountain view, opposed’ to a water prospect— 
| theorytoexperience. [| trust] shall not be consid- 
| ered as presuming too much in deciding in favor 
| of the practical opinion. 
| is not the safest instrument for defence; but the 
sea is the element on which we should meet an 


A land army, therefore, 


to pass, as it were, in review before us. To protect | European. enemy. . Let us then count. the cost. 


this, or to assait us, a small. part only of their naval | Will o 


force will be risked across the Atlantic. ‘The dangers | army ? 
to which the elements expose them here are too well} Carolina (Mr. Cueves) is unanswerable on that 


known, and the greater dangers to which they would | head. 


aval equipment be. more costly than ‘an 
The argument of my friend from. South 


He has, I believe, purposely omitted one 


be exposed at home, were any general calamity to in- | fact in corroboration of his statement for me. I 
volve their whole fleet. ‘They can attack us by detach- | will supply it as wellasIcan. Itis this: thatthe 
ment only ; and it will suffice to make ourselves equal | experience of the British nation. retrospectively 


to what they may detach. Even a smaller force than 


by the quickness with which any check may. be repaired 


' 


tween land and naval equipment. . 
From, the British State papers, as recorded in 


an | confirms his view, as to the comparative expense 
they may detach, will be rendered equal or superior | be 


with us, while losses with them will be ifreparable till | the Annual Register, the Naval expenditure was 
_ . = - ~s 


too late. 

“ A small naval force then is sufficient for us, and a | 
small one is necessary. What this should be, I will 
not undertake to say. I will only say, it should by no 
means be so great as we are able to make it. Suppose 
the million of dollars, or £300,000. pounds, which Vir- 
ginia could annually spare without distress, to be ap- 
plied to the creating a navy. A single year’s contri- 
bution would build, equip, man, and send to sea, a force 
which should carry 300 guns. The rest of the Con- 
federacy, exerting themselves in the same proportion, 
would equip in the same time 1,500 guns more. So | 
that one year’s contributions would: set up a navy of 
1,800 guns. 

“ The British ships-of-the-line average 76 guns ; their 
frigates 38 ;—1,800 guns then would form a fleet of 30 | 
ships, 18 of which might be of the line, and 12 frigates. 
Allowing eight men, the British average, for every gun, 
their annual expense, including subsistence, clothing, | 
pay, and ordinary repairs, would be about $1,280 for | 
every gun, or $2,304,000 for the whole. I state this 
only as one year’s possible exertion, withot deciding 
whether more or less than a year’s exertion should be { 
thus applied.” 


The circumstances under which these two great | 
men delivered these two variant opinions wete | 
not less different than the circumstances under 
which they were formed. The first was given 
under the irritation of opposition and in the heat | 
of debate. The latter sprang from the asylum | 








habits of the first were formed in a country far 
removed from nautical views, but where indeed 
the use of the bayonet was well understood. The | 
latter had just had the American Revolution in | 
review before him, nay, more, he had been a busy | 





0. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


vol. 7, p. 157—+Navy 


do. 


Army 


| for a series of seven years, as follows: 


For year 1760—vol. 3, p.122—Navy - 
do. Army. - 

vol. 5, p. 150—Navy = - 

do. Army .- 

do. Ordnance 

vol. 6, p. 175—Navy - 

do. Army - 


$3,640,000 
1,383,748 
800,000 
3,640,000 
728,716 
3,408,777 
3,053,476 
1,202,229 
1,840,761 


The Annual Register, for the year 1786, states 
that the expenditures—perhaps I ought to say, 
supplies— were, 


For the year 1786— Navy . 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Army - 
Ordnance - 
1787—Navy - 
Army - 
Ordnance - 
1788—Navy - 
Army - 
Ordnance - 
1789—Navy ° 
Army - 
Ordnance - 
1791—Navy < 
Army - 
Ordnance - 


$1,800,000 
1,600,000 
348,000 
2,286,000 
1,876,287 
228,576 
2,411,407 
2,045,812 
437,707 
2,328,570 
1,917,062 
459,444 
4,008,405 
1,907,237 
151,000 


For a series of five years, at that period, begin- 
sacred to patriotism and philosophy. ‘The early | ning with 1795, we have the following: 

For the year 1795, p. 171—Navy_ - 
do. Army 
do. Ordnance 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


1796, p. 82—Nav 


y e 


do. Navy ordnance 


$5,200,000 
2,773,534 
2,321,000 
5,720,000 
624,152 
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Do. do. Army - - 6,194,452 
Do. do. Army ordnance 1,744,471 
Do. 1798, p. 38—Navy_ - - 12,538,000 
Do. do. Army - - 10,112,000 
' De. do. Ordnance - 1,291,000 
Do. 1800,.p. 26—Navy - - 12,619,000 
Do. do. Amy - - «11,370,000 
Do. do. Ordnance - 1,615,000 
Do. 1801,p. 32—Navy - ~~ = 15,800,000 
Do. do. Army. - — - 15,900,000 
Do. do. Ordnance -_ 1,738,000 


No one will question the safety with which re- 
lian¢e may be placed on the British expenditure 
for land and naval purposes. To aid this view, 1 
will observe that in many instances of the’sup- 


plies the estimate appears to have been made at, 


£A-per month for each man, whether in the land 
or sea service. Is if necessary to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to. the ‘fact, that in the 
course of years reviewed, the British. navy has 
been every where successful; her afmy only oc- 
casionally so. If then the experience of the past 
and the best estimate of the future, evince that 
naval equipment is not more costly than land 
equipment, and since an army is- not the safest 
instrument of defence, we areted to inquire into 
its effect or applieability to our situation. If the 
view be taken as some have done; that the force 
you are to provide is to give additional seeurity 
to commerce, then indeed were argument unne- 
cessary as it is self-evident that regiments are 
altogether inefficient for that object. If limited 
to my view, namely, for the defence of. our sea- 
coasts, the shores of our bays and rivers,.and for 
the protection of that great highway that lies be- 
tween Orleans and, Maine, the peculiar applica- 
tion’ of naval force is almost as apparent. ‘Take 
a yiew of the seacoast, its extent, the number and 
boldness of its rivers, and it will point at once to 
the kind of force necessary for its protection. 
That view will’ show you also the extent of the 
interest at stake which it is the duty of the Gov- 
ernment todefend. I thank the gentleman from 
Kentueky (Mr. McKee) for his calculation. I 
did not hear him accurately, but have no doubt 
of its correctness. He came to this result: with the 
building twenty ships-of-the-line and forty frigates, 
you would, at the end of the war, be $80,000,000 
in debt. Admit it. On your seacoast and rivers 
you have not less than fifteen or twenty towns, 
worth on an average the sum of $80,000,000. To 
save one then would compensate the expense, and 
my object includes besides all the farms and farm- 
houses, to say nothing of the lives of their inhab- 
itants, which would be of equal, and I believe 
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the expanded bosom of the Chesapeake, the bold 
tide ofthe Potomac, navigable one hundred miles 
into the interior of the State; the James river as 
extensive; the Rappahannock and York but lit. 
tle inferior, leaving out of view the lesser inlets, 
This view is stronger, when we consider the king 
of war we shall be engaged in. Conquest, as relates 
to Great Britain.at least, is allowed to be out of 
the question. » What other kind of war then wi! 
she carry od? A-predatory one.. Her floating 
force will commence at Boston or further North; 
if you are found prepared, the enemy will move 
on to the first assailable point—when your force 
have followed her there, she will, abandon an ex- 
hausted place for one more abundant in plunder, 
Being led this dance: to the Southernmost point, 
you may then be led the dance back again. [s 
this.chimerical? The experience of the Revyo- 
lutionary war proves it. For they then first pos- 
sessed Boston—driven from thence, they came to 
New York, from which place their naval supe- 
riority enabled’ them to send detachments to 
Charleston, Virginia, &c. 

xtremes are not always the safest mode of 
reasoning ; but in this case, the view it exhibits 
is a striking one. Suppose the United States to 
be at war without.a single ship. The smallest 
vessel may insult and injure you io all your 
waters ; and for this I refer to the British sloop 
in Charleston, and the Cambrian in New York, 
claiming jurisdiction in your very harbors ; and 
I am sure all who are within the hearing of my 
voice anticipate before I name it, the fatal conse- 
quence to one American citizen at least. This 
total imbecility on the water is strongly exempli- 
fied in the history of China; permit me, to read 
an extract taken from a newspaper : 

‘The excellent policy of a great nation’s being des- 
titute of a navy is strikingly .exemplified in China. 
Here two or three millions of people are kept in con- 
tinual awe and consternation from the marauders on 
their coast, who send and carry off their wives and chil- 
dren; stop all the unarmed vessels they meet in the 
rivers of that fine country, and pillage and plunder al- 
most without resistance. Even some of the Chinese 
are themselves obliged to co-operate with them, or at 
least render them assistance by forbearing to oppose 
for their own preservation. Now a few frigates would 
be more than sufficient to silence all these piratical 
ladrones ; but they have too much ofthe American un- 
politic.poliey for such expense ; nor will they wantonly 
expend one dollar for naval defence ; though ten would 
be saved in consequence of it.” 

We have some neighbors in St. Domingo, and 
elsewhere in the West Indies, who know how to 
make as good. ladrones as are made in the Chinese 


greater,amountin value than all thetowns. There | seas; and when we sliall become totally defence- 


is then left the coasting trade, which, as within 
the mark, Iwill state at 380,000,000. How then 
stands the calculation of the enemies of our sys- 
tem? How great the saving over the cost? And 
on us is the duty to make it. My district strik- 
ingly evinces the inefficiency of bayonet defence. 
There is within its bounds more water than land ; 
and you cannot go five miles in but few directions 
without meeting with navigable water ; nay, sir, 
my State exemplifies it. We count in our bounds 


less, itis not probable that their talents will be 
unemployed and their powets inert. 

This fact is not dependent on this scrap, but is 
known to every man conversant with that conn- 
try. [am just presented with a note froma gen- 
tleman, saying, at this time au American captain 
from Newport is engaged by that immense em- 
pire as a defender against those ladrones. {am 
led to another view of the subject by the state- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Mc- 
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Kee,) who said that one county near Baltimore 
could pay more taxes than the whole State of 
Ohio. Nowtaxesare thesinewsofwar. Ishould 
thank the gentleman, if he would calculate the loss 
that might be drawn from the seaboard by a con- 
temptible floating force. And here the resources 
of the nation would not only be lost to your own 
Treasury, but they would be applied in aid of the 
resources of yourenemy. I have shown you how 
assailable we are on the seaboard. The tempta- 
tion to plunder is admitted. Will you then dis- 
regard your duty and leave us unprotected? I[ 
feel strong in the appeal to.this House, that they 
will extend to us a portion of the strength of the 
pation. 

It is not in man to be perfect. Complete pro- 
tection is not asked; but we hope not to be 
reduced to the humiliating condition of being 
deemed unworthy of public protection. As to 
the quantum of defence, the argument of the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Curves.) 
is relied On as unanswerable. What, sir, if it 
cost you $80,000,000, shall it. deter you when it 
has been shown that more than twenty times 
$80,000,000 will be saved by it! But Great Brit- 
ain has a thousand ships, cries every opposing 
tongue—a thousand ships, perhaps, swim on the 
imagination of every one that is silent. Sir, I 
accord with my friend from Pennsylvania, or 


rather, perhaps, [ ought to say I admire his mag- 


nanimity in giving his enemy the praise of brav- 


ery andofskill. Will he not, with me, look to the 


monument at the Navy Yard, to the fate of Somers 


: and Israel? Must we be reminded of the Phil- 
_ adelphia, attacked under the walls of Tripoli by a 
' third or fourth of the force which defended her? 


Shall I bring to his recolleetion the bombardment 
of Tripoli by one frigate and a few gunboats, or 


| the final effect which our few frigates produced 


on that Power, compared with that of the Neapo- 
litans, with, I believe, four ships-of-the-line? I 
rust that these instances will suffice as proof to 
my friend, that, if the British are brave, his coun- 
irymen are equally so. Since we are led to this 
nation and its thousand ships by my friend, let 
us consider her conduct at the period of the Span- 
ish Armada. Its particular number is not ma- 
terial; but it was styled by British historians in- 
vineible. Did the British nation then, headed by 


| 4woman, submit? No, sir. The sequel is known— 


a tempest came, and the armament was destroyed. 
Had Britain then a population to support and de- 
fend her seagirt frontier greater than America ? 
No, If, indeed, there .is no help for us, but ina 
blast from Heaven to disperse these one thousand 
ships, let us take the counsel in the fable, and first 
put our shoulders to the wheel, and then cali on 
Heaven, and this appeal I will join, in confidence 
that a free people are the peculiar care of Heaven. 
With unequal sail, let me follow in the wake of 
my friend trom South Carolina, in the argument 
as drawn from the number of British ships. He 
gave you their stations, and asked from which 
could the force be spared to detach to these seas. 
I would ask at what time, in what instances, has 
she been able to make distant detachments, and 
12th Con. lst Sess.—28 
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what have been the number? Lord Nelson went 
up the Mediterranean with, I think, fifteen sail-of- 
the-line—a French fleet that effected the capture 
of Cornwallis, was, I think twenty; yet it was 
manths before Great Britain could collect in these 
seas a force to compete with De Grasse. [t will 
be better to refer to the memory of gentlemen 
than to fatigue them with multiplied instances. 
Let it not be said that seven millions of freemen 
are not capable of defending themselves. 

Thus, sir, in a desultory way, I have given you 
some of my views on this subject, not all, because 
I have thought much; but the want of habit does 
not enable me to condense or arrange my views: 
my feelings tell me I have occ upied my portion 
of your time. 

[Nore.—It was intended to have compared the ex- 
penditure for the. British navy, which is understood to 
be for the last years $17,200,000, with the expenditure 
of the French army, which is believed to be $40,000,000. 

By report of the Secretary of War it appears that a 
regiment of infantry will cost per annum, $167,031. 
Do of cavalry, $273,506. A 74-gun ship will cost for 
same time, by report of the Secretary. of the Navy, 
$202,110.] 

Mr. Mircuai.u said, he addressed the Commit- 
tee under impressions of great diffidence, after so 
full an elucidation as the subject had received, 
particularly from his honorable friend the chair- 
man of the committee that reported the bill, (Mr. 
Cueves.) who had supported it with cogent rea- 
sonings; and his other honorable friend, (Mr. 
Bassertr,) who had maintained its expediency by 
perspicuous statements. . I should have been wil- 
ling, Mr. Chairman, to remain silent on this oc- 
casion; but coming, as I do, from the principal 
seat of commerce in this nation, and being the 
immediate representative of its greatest mercan- 
tile emporium, I feel a more than usual impulse 
to make known to you my sentiments on the 
question. If, in so doing, 1 shall not pursue an 
even course, but appear somewhat immethodical 
and desultory in my remarks, it will, I trust, be 
ascribed in part to the difficulty of selecting topics 
not already touched uponand exhausted. For the 
laborers who have gone before me with their 
sickles, have so completely gathered the harvest, 
that I consider myself but an humble gleaner in 
the field. 

The bill now under consideration contains sev- 
eral distinct propositions for increasing the naval 
power of this nation. The two prominent fea- 
tures which it exhibits, are, first, the repairing of 
such public ships and vessels as now lie in ordi- 
nary, and rendering them fit for serviee; and, 
secondly, an augmentation of our floating force, 
by constructing a number of line-of-battle ships, 
and additional frigates. The other provisions of 
the bill, as to men, money, and docks, are merely 
incidents to the great objects contained in the first 
and second sections. As the whole bill is open 
to animadversion, and as its principle has been 
discussed at great length, I shall rather direct the 
observations | have to offer to the chief subject of 
naval increase, than to matters of detail in its 
modifications. 
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The people whom we represent here, in this | more skilfully than any nation on the globe, | 
House, may by called emphatically a commercial | quote the naval architects of New York, Bostcy 
people. All of them, and more especially the | Philadelphia, Norfolk, and Charleston, in proof 
eastern and northern portions of the inhabitants, | of my assertion. The excellence of their stryc. 
havea deep interest in the use and empldyment | tures, whether you regard their burden or thei; 
of the ocean. Their land is the more valuable on | speed, is without a parallel in ancient or modery 


account of its contiguity to that highway of na-| times. Nor are our countrymen deficient in the | 


tions. They have availed themselves of their sit- | management and direction of such floating ma- 
uation to educate expert merchants and naviga-} chines. They can spring a cable and weigh an 
tors. They are owners of vessels and cargoes; | anchor more expertly than the trans-atiantic sajj- 
and these, together, with their persons, they ex-| ors; they can hand, reef, and steer better; they 
pose on the tempestuous waves; dispositions of | can perform a prescribed piece of service quicker: 
this character marked the infancy’of the Colo- | they equal the most able of the foreign mariner, 
nial settlements. Even while confined within | in expedients to lessen the dangers of the storm, 
the restrictions imposed by the master Govern- | and to extricate themselves from the horrors of a 
ment over his provinces, they gave admirable | lee-shore. - Their activity has, really wrought 
proofs of their knowledge and adroitness in almost | wonders. While some of them are exploring 
everything that related to trade and shipping. high latitudes for a Southern continent, another 
Thus, a commercial spirit was interwoven, asit | has taken possession (Crusoe-like) of the remote 
were, with their original stamina. What they | island of Tristan d’Acunha ; while a third teaches 
first acquired by practice; was perpetuated by im- | the arts of civilization to the natives of the Sand- 
itation. To this day, it is cherished by habit; by | wich Islands, and a fourth plants the seeds of em- 
continuance, it has become necessary to them, as | pire on the banks of the Northwestern Columbia. 
a sort of second nature. This tendency of their | To belt the globe, is become with them a com- 
mind was strengthened by the freedom of the in- | mon feat, an ordinary act of commercial ouliir, 
stitutions under which they lived; and, before | The sandal-wood of the Fejee islands, the pearls 
the lapse of half a century, from their landing in | of the Carolinas, and the buche de mer of the 
these climes, they disputed fiercely with their | Philippines, are sought almost as familiarly as the 
governors about patronage and prerogative. In| productions of the West Indies. If they find 
process of time, attempts were made to tax their | force necessary to carry on that commerce, they 
commerce without their consent, and to levy mo-| apply that force, remove difficulties abroad in 
ney upon them, not voted by representatives of | their own way, and excite no inquiries at home 
their own choosing. They.resisted ; they appeal- | about their proceedings. By individual effort the 
edtoarms. Theduties on glass, painters’ colors, | science of physical.geography and the art of cv- 
and tea, were not oppressive in their amount; but, | cumnavigation, are as much improved now-a- 
being wrong in principle, our predecessors, unal- | days, and in this country, as they have heretofore 
terably attached to a free jurisprudence, and a} been by the munificence of nations, even will 
free trade, declared magnanimously that they | European monarchs at their head. And, whats 
would not tolerate the encroachments. They | worthy of particular notice in these voyages, tie} 
adopted the maxim of principiis obsta, of oppos- | who engage in them perfectly know how curios: 
ing tyranny at its onset. They made early oppo- | ity may be blended with profit, and how the air 
sition, and their resistance was effectual. the water, and the earth, may be so laid under 
The quarrel which terminated in the Revolu-} contribution as to afford them a rich reward for 
tion was thus the offspring of a misunderstanding, | their toils. 
principally commercial; and, indeed, grounded in I have heard it said, that the revolutionary Con- 
commercial restrictions. And [ mention it to| gress had conceived, as soon as the individual 
demonstrate the temper and feeling of our people, | States could be prevailed upon to surrender the 
while yet in the Colonial condition, upon this} impost then belonging to them, a duty of five per 
important point. That was a contest upona pre-| centum ad valorem, would defray all the needtu! 
cautionary idea, and undertaken less from any | expenses of the General Government. All their 
injury actually sustained, than from oppression | calculations of future income rested upon com- 
apprehended. merce. The framers of the Constitution, under 
Independence was, nevertheless, attained, and | which we are now by God’s blessing assembled, 
our citizens were thereby emancipated from their | appear to have entertained similar views of the 
provincial thraldom. Immediately, they became | system of revenue. This may be inferred, from 
more commercial than ever ; they quickly doubled | the power expressly given to Congress “ to regu- 
the stormy Cape, and made visits to India and | latecommerce.” And this, sir, is not a dormant 
China—they braved the billows, and bade defi-| power, like that granted, but never exercised, “| 
ance to the tempests—they proved themselves | fix the standard of weights and measures.” 
daring and intrepid, almost beyond example. | has been often the object of legislative enactment. 
Shall I attempt a few sketches in the maritime | It is one of the most’ weighty and-important co:- 
history of these sons of liberty ? They wield the | cessions of power that that incomparable instru 
axe better than any other people; they vanquish | ment confers. I conceive the authors of this 
the stately tenants of the forests, and subject the | Constitution to have been the lords of the soil, and 
oak, and the pine, and the cedar, and the locust, | the true representatives of the landed interes!. 
to their power; they model and construct ships | They were not a convention of professed mer: 
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chants; but merely an assembly of gentlemen 
with commercial feelings. They have left one 
of the strongest proofs of this that was ever re- 
corded; by prohibiting Congress from laying a 
duty on exports. Thus that patriotic body, with 
a jealous vigilance-and foresight, took care of the 
agriculture and the commerce of their country. 
Knowing the connexion between these two great 
branches of human enterprise, in nature and in 
fact, they would not sever them in practice nor 
even in theory; and for the most valid reasons 
that can be conceived: Agriculture has been de- 
clared to be the mistress, and Commerce the hand- 
maid. Yet the correctness of this may well be 
questioned. Their relation is of another kind ; 
moreconsanguineousand more intimate. I should 
rather pronounce them to be sisters; that the 
sisters were of twin connexion; and that Agri- 
culture had the advantage of Commerce only in 
the circumstance of being the elder-born. Away 


then with that political error which disjoins ties | 


and affinities so intimate as these ! 

The Constitution also bestows upon us the 
power to build and employ a navy; intending, no 
doubt, thereby to afford a safeguard to that prop- 
erty and those persons who were embarked in 


commerce. It was perfectly plain that rapacity | 
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loss to the country, whether the underwriter or 
the assured shall be obliged to bear it. In either 
case, there is so much taken out of the country ; 
there is so much minus in the great national ac- 
count—and the process may be carried so far as 
to be ruinous to both parties. I wish to steer my 
course free and clear of such rocks and breakers 
as these. If the Treasury now contained but half 
the sum of the property burned, sequestered, de- 
tained, condemned, exacted for costs, charges and 
fees, and wrung from the owners under some foul 
pretext or other, we should possess more by half 
than is required to provide for the decent protec- 
tion of our commerce. 

Weare told, nevertheless, that if the tracks of 
the ocean, in addition to their usual dangers, are 
so beset with enemies, it is best to keep out of 
harm’s way by staying at home. This experi- 
ment has already been tried. An embargo of 
fourteen months was abandoned from a convic- 
tion of the impossibility of enforcing it. The 
people, itseemed, must and would trade, Many 
would adventure ; no restraints could bind them. 
They proceeded to sea without the accustomed 
documents, and the courtesy of the British gave 
the runaways a favorable reception. 

Our people, as I said before, are bred to com- 


and violence had not deserted the earth; that un-| merce. They are devoted to navigation; barter 
protected wealth would tempt the hand of cupid- | and sale are their delight. The spirit of business 
ity; and that the weak would occasionally in| warmsthem. Whether permitted or not, certain 
these days of refinement, as in the ruder times of | portions of them will go abroad in quest of better 
yore, be made the prey of the strong. Letters of | fortune, Nothing that I know, not despotism it- 


marque and reprisals were therefore authorized 
upon proper occasions; and.rules concerning cap- 
tures were intrusted to our legislative discretion. 


| self, will induce them to surrender their birth- 
| right, the privilege of ploughing the ocean fora 
market. 


Fully possessed of all this knowledge and all| It is not now the question, whether our constit- 


this power, the people of the United States have 
been remarkably pacific; they have been more 
than pacific ; they have acted under a persuasion 


uents shall be acommercial people or not. That 
die has long ago been cast. We are so: and the 
dispute which at present agitates us, isa nullity, 


that other nations would be equally pacific, at} if we do not intend to continue so, If-I was to 


leasttowards them. Our citizens have entertained 
too good an opinion of mankind; and in conse- 
quence, they have fallen alone and helpless into 
the dens of thieves and sharpers. They have ad- 
ventured with large sums of money in their pur- 
ses, among pirates and ruffians, without pistols 
and side-armss of any sort to defend themselves. 
Like the feeble, good-humored and forgiving, 
everywhere they have been kidnapped, and plun- 
dered in all quarters. The millions and hundreds 
of millions that have been thus unlawfully seized, 


would have ruined any people butourown. But 
a productive soil, worked by industrious hands, 


repairs losses with amazing quickness. From 
this source it is, that such immense depredations 


have not exhausted us entirely. The waste of 
plunder has been great; but the efforts of repro- 
duction has been greater. It have been urged. sir, 
that the hazards of trade may be guarded against 
by insurance. By paying a premium adequate to 
the risk, an adventurer can secure the sum men- 
tioned in his policy against individuals or com- 
panies who would make good his loss. This is 
indeed true; and such operations are of the high- 
est importance to men of business. But in the 
eye of a statesman or a sovereign, it is equally a 


| engage as Plato did, in framing a constitution for 
| an ideal Republic, or after the manner of More, 
delineate the form of an Utopian government, I 
do not affirm that I would exclude external com- 
merce. But the visionary schemes of closet-pol- 
iticians are not the matters upon which we are 
| deliberating ; ours is practical business. It isa 
decision of the course which it is wisest and best 
| to take, under a constitution which recognises 
| foreign trade, derives its principal pecuniary sup- 
| plies from the exercise of that trade, and invests 
| us, the legislative administrators of that consti- 
| tution, with the presiding care over it. 
| ‘The experience of ages has sufficiently proved 
| that, if men expose their persons among barba- 
rous strangers, they are liable, in a multitude of 
cases, to insult and captivity ; and if they have 
treasure or merchandise in their possession, rob- 
bery and murder are but too often practised by 
| the assailants. Does not the sheik who com- 
| mands the caravan traversing the Arabian sands, 
| know the danger of his undertaking? Is he for- 
getful that his camels, those “ships of the desert,” 
with all their precious loading, pilgrims, huck- 
sters, and all, will become the spoil of some free- 
booter, unless he shall be prepared to purchase a 
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truce by cash, or procure a peace by arms? Can 
any one be ignorant that, throughout the greater 
part of the world, force is the fashionable law; 
and they who cannot brave it must bend to it? 
The dissolution of the old settled rule and order 
of Europe in these tumultuous times, has pro- 
duced a state of society among the nations. there, 
both in its motives and actions, similar to the ler 
Sfortioris of the Asiatics. What is the inference 
to be drawn by a rational mind upon these things ? 
Why, plainly, that the persons and property of 
the citizens of the United States, whea abroad on 
lawful commercial enterprises, stail be directly 
protected bya force at hand, or, that the foreign- 
ers who violate the flag of our nation, do. it at 
their peril, and under absolute assurance that they 
shall eventually be called to answer for it with an 
avengingarm. The highand mighty personages 
who rule the portion of mankind called (what a 
monstrous perversion !) civilized, have lost much 
of their respect for waxen seals and covenants on 
parchment. 

Let us, for a moment, Mr. Chairman, examine 
the nature-of the controversy we have with Great 
Britain. It puts me in mind of the man and his 
mistress—he vowed he could not live with her, 
and yet, he swore he could not live without her. 
The controversy is not territorial. We had, it is 
true, a discussion about the St. Croix river, and 
the boundary between the district of Maine and 
the province of New Brunswick. There is, also, 
a limit, not yet ascertained by chain and compass, 
in the Northwest. The course from the Lake of 
the Woods to the head of the Mississippi, as di- 
rected by treaty, involves an impossibility. The 
article says it shall proceed west ; geography de- 
clares it must run south; and the discordance has 
never been accommodated. But these differences 
of opinion between the parties are amicable, and 
have not been deemed causes of animosity, far 
less of rupture. Our dominion, therefore, is un- 
touched. The controversy is not genealogical ; 
we have no rival competitors for a throne among 
us ; our people are not arrayed under their Tudors 
or Plantagenets ; there is no faction distinguish- 
ing itself by the badge of the White Rose in op- 

sition to that which decks itself with the Red. 

hat have we to do with the blood-royal, and 
whetlrer the true or spurious issue shall succeed ? 
The right of suffrage is free, and I trust in God 
it will ever remain so. The electoral colleges 
perform their duty without molestation, and wo 
betide the man who shall interrupt them! 

Having thus endeavored to find what the dis- 
pute is not, let us try to discover what itis. If I 
can comprehend the nature of the altercation, it 
is purely commercial. I beg the Committee to 
observe how the matter stands. Before the Rev- 
olution Great Britain resolved to tax the colonies, 
but, injudiciously for her, attempted to gather the 
tribute in the colonial ports. This was resisted, 
and with such effect as to overthrow the system. 
Since the Revolution, the same country, availing 
herself of our preference for her productions and 
partiality to her manufactures, pursued her plan 
of taxation. But, grown wiser by dear-bought 
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experience, levied the contribution in her ow) 
ports, and collected it in the form of an export 
duty, by her own officers, and under her own 
laws ; and this mode of raising money upon oy; 
consumption would have continued until thjs 
time, had not other proceedings given the alarm, 

It is not my intention to weary my hearers with 
tedious recitals. J, therefore, briefly observe that 
after various moves in the game of negotiation, 
(and a long game it was,) our Government was 
told that, if we would pay a transit duty to Grea; 
Britain, or trade under licenses bought from her. 
we might have access to the continent of Europe; 
that is to say, if you will pay her for the privi- 
lege to import your Champaign and Burgundy 
wines, and to carry to France your fish, rice, cot- 
ton, and tobacco, you may enjoy the trade, other- 
wise, you will be the subjects of capture and con- 
demnation, wherever you may fall into her power. 
To avoid this degradation, we have declared a 
non-importation, and refused to be any longer one 
of her customers; whereupon, she has decided 
that, if we will not trade with her, we shall not 
trade at the shop of her enemy. And thus, be- 
tween the trade of France, which is scarcely 
worth having, and that from England, which we 
have refused to have, we are brought to our pres- 
ent siuation. 

For outrages infinitely less than these, our pre- 
decessors in 1774 and 1775, resolved on resistance 
by force. Our adversary knows, this time, where 
to pinch us. She aims the blow at our vulner- 
able part. By a single cowp de main she takes 


money from your people and their Government. @ 


With the same instrument of mischief she rips 
up their pockets and cuts to pieces the bag of the 
Treasury. With a foe so expert in creating in- 
dividual discontent and public embarrassment. 
have we to contend. I am not, sir, indiscreet 
enough to launch all we possess upon the ocean. 
In my judgment, we ought not, by any means, to 
put the whole of our happiness afloat. Our near- 
est and dearest interests are on terra firma, aul 
there they should be preserved and maintained. 
But, at the same time, I may be permitted to say 
that our rights on the ocean are too important to 
be sold or abandoned. It has been ingeniously 
contended that our people are well typified by 
the mammoth, a great land animal; and by oth- 
ers, that a becoming emblem would be the levia- 
than, a huge inhabitant of the water. [f I should 
not provoke the risibility of the Committee by 
the observation, I would remark that the mucii 
derided tortoise, an amphibious creature, familiar 
both to land and water, was a more appropriate 
symbol ; employing the former for the multipli- 
cation of its race, and the latter for their better 
subsistence. 

To employ an army alone would be to fight 
with one hand tied behind our back. To equ'p 
a naval force in aid of the other is to strike with 
both hands. And, in making a trial of our e0- 
ergy, I wish it may be done totis viribus, with 
mightand main. The idea I have, sir, of a float- 
ing force is, the construction of as many armed 
ships and vessels as are commensurate with our 
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abilities; and we are able to accomplish much, if 
we please. I would authorize our merchant ships, 
which, in my opinlon, have already the right to 
arm in their own defence, to make prize of those 
who wrongfully attack them. If need required, 
[ would, on an emergency, hire ships, and arm 
them in defence of the people’s rights. I would 
grant commissions to individuals who were in- 
clined to cruise. I would make the most of the 
force which the gun-vessels (I will not call them 
by their hackneyed name) aflord; and I would add 
the succor which block-ships, fire-rafts, and torpe- 
does promise us, By these means a little fleet 
might be created which would more than pro- 
tect your ports, harbors, and bays. It would 
cause your authority to be respected beyond the 
marine league from the shore. It would carry 
the honors of your flag to a natural and well de- 
fined boundary, the Gulf Stream, the space be- 
tween which and the coast might be reckoned 
part of the national domain. I would not at- 
tempt, Mr. Chairman, the construction of a thou- 
sand ships, to contend gun for gun with our op- 
ponents. Nor, had I fifty vessels, would I send 
achallenge to the enemy to come with an equal 
number, and array themselves for a pitched bat- 
tle. Nosuch gasconading and folly as that. My 
advice would be, so to use our vessels that, with 
the least unnecessary exposure to damage and 
capture on our part, we should give as much an- 
noyance as possible to the foe. As the reason- 
ings of negotiation have been ineffectual, a more 
conclusive logic, and a more irresistible argument 
are required. 

Iam not much addicted to prophesying, but I 
cannot refrain from conjecturing a few of the 
consequences that may result froma torpid beha- 
viour on this occasion. Imagine, sir, a busy and 
commercial people acting without the patronage 
of their own Government. Certain results may 
betolerably well foreseen. 

The naval stores with which our country 
abounds may take their departure for foreign 
magazines and arsenals, and increase the strength 
of the nations to whom the latter belong, to do us 
the greatest harm. 


The shipwrights and artists, whose business it 
is to rig and repair ships, may shoulder their tools 
and travel for jobs and wages to the navy yards 
beyond our limits, 

Our native seamen may, peradventure, follow 
them ; and through want of employ on the one 
part, and under bounties and tempting encourage- 
ments on the other, be induced to enlist them- 
selves in an alien service. 

The merchants of the United States may pos- 
sibly be induced to purchase the licenses dispensed 
by the stronger Powers; and, under their cover, 
pursue an unmolested, a lucrative, but an abhor- 
red commerce. 


Owners of ships and vessels may be induced to 
arm more extensively than heretofore practised, 
in their own defence. 

Companies of merchants and underwriters may 
find it expedient to lessen the chances‘of loss by 


equipping convoys of their own for protecting 
the vessels they insure. 

Lastly, for I shall mention but one more of these 
contingencies, our seafaring brethren, when left 
too mueh to themselves and exposed to rapacious 
pirates, as well as to the boisterous elements, may 
conceive the project of combining and confede- 
rating the defensive efforts of the maritime cities, 
(as Hamburg, Lubec, and their allied towns did 
in the middle ages,) and of forming a new Han- 
seatic league in the Western hemisphere. 

And really, sir, the mode proposed in the bill, 
of adding security both to our coasting and our 
foreign trade, is so plain and obvious, that it is 
difficult for me to conceive how, in the present 
demoralized amd disiracted state of the nation, 
protection can be granted in any other way. 

With this view of our violated commerce, and 
of the inconveniences resulting from such viola- 
tion, [ have a firm conviction that it is worthy of 
peculiar regard. But, protection requires expense, 
and our citizens are believed to be averse to the 
taxation and contribution necessary to defray that 
expense. - I feel, indeed, it is a hard and ungrate- 
ful task, to demand money from our constituents 
for the purposes of the Treasury. But I feel also 
the strongest persuasion that they will consent to 
the requisition when they are satisfied it is made 
for their own benefit, and for asserting their es- 
sential rights and interests. I know not what 
other members 59 Array on this subject ; but, for 
that section of the Union which I have the honor 
to represent, I have uniformly found them prompt 
and open-handed in works of charity, benevo- 
lence, and mercy. When liberality and public 
spirit are in request, it is not their custom to be 
wanting. And now, when under the pressure of 
commercial embarrassment, and the menace of 
the most serious evils, they are asked to aid the 
finances of their country, I cannot permit myself, 
for one moment, to imagine they will grudge 
their ratable proportion. Be the sum, therefore, 
more or less, the cause, the noble cause of which 
I am the advocate, justifies the expenditure. The 
undertaking must not be abandoned by scanting 
the means. Our resources are amply competent. 
We will put our shoulders to the wheel, and do 
what we can. We have an unimpaired credit to 
make loans. We have public lands in store, which 
may be pledged for the fulfilment of our engage- 
ments. Above all, we possess more than mines 
of gold, in our industry and enterprise. And as 
the objects for which we contend are of the high- 
est importance to our successors, I am willing to 
draw bills upon posterity for the amount of the 
balance unpaid. 

The means are easy, then. No doubt can be 
entertained of the bravery of our commanders 
and crews. The Spaniards, the Moors, the Greeks, 
and even the English were astonished to behold 
the officers and seamen of our Navy passing the 

Straits of Gibraltar on their passage from New 
York to Tripoli, in boats so low, so small, so illy 
adapted to cross the Atlantic. Such a mixture of 
discipline and intrepidity was a phenomenon, both 
in the history of that war, and of navigation. 
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This voyage in boats, not vastly superior to bat- 
teaux, has an air so romantic, that it reminds one 
of the witches who were fabled to traverse the 
surface of the deep in egg-shells. Should there 
be in the nation a person who doubts, let him ex- 
amine the pages of history, where are recorded 
the deeds of Rogers, Decatur, Truxtun, and Pre- 
ble, in chastising the enemies of their country. 
And, allow me, Mr. Chairman, to direct his at- 
tention to that sumptucus monument, erected by 
the officers of the Navy at this place, to immor- 
talize Somers, Wadsworth, Israel, and their asso- 
ciatés, for their gallant contempt of death. 

Here you distinguish the love of glory, that 
ornament of an individual and of a people. Oh, 
may we ever cherish among us the ardor for an 
honorable fame! May we at no time forget to 
pronounce eulogies and utter'songs, upon the ben- 
efactors of our country. This elevation of soul 
imparts a dignity to the human character, which 
is of inestimable value, and of a nature too ethe- 
rial to be classed with the gross possessions of 
life, or to be rated in any denomination of cur- 
rent money. Itis the lamp of life; when it burns 
dim it is the symptom of great disorder in-the 
moral constitution ; and when it goes out, it shows 
that the disease is desperate indeed. 





Tvuespay, January 21. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of State, transmitting a list of 
the names of persons who have invented any new 
or useful art, machine, or, manufacture, and to 
whom patents have issued subsequent to the 
twenty-eighth of December, 1810, in obedience 
to a resolution of the House of the 13th instant. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


The House again resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the bill concerning the 
Naval Establishment. 

Mr. Jounson said: I do not know, sir, why [ 
should regret the discussion of any subject in this 
place, when I recollect that each member is under 
the same obligations of duty and responsibility. 
It has been said that no member would be thanked 
for his vote in favor of this bill—and, fearless of 
censure, I shall oppose this attempt to lay the 
foundation, and to pledge the property of the peo- 
ple for naval systems, as ruinous to the finances 
of the country, as it will be destructive to the 
peace of the nation. After every effort in my 
power, I could not suppress the sensation of sor- 
row, that Congress should be distracted with a 
subject that would justly excite alarm throughout 
the nation, even in the hours of profound tran- 
quility. I have looked to the Treasury reports, and 
I see a national debt of about fifty millions of dol- 
lars. I look to the aggressions of England, and I 
find we have been driven to the necessity of crea- 
ting a great and expensive military force to avenge 
our wrongs and to expel the enemy from her North 
American colonies. 1 look to the arguments of 
the advocates of this pernicious system, and they 
acknowledge that we are driven to the brink of a 
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war that will require loans and taxes, and end jin 
a new debt of at least fifty millions of dollars— 
and under these circumstances, when we are upon 
the heels of a second revolution, when the people 
are likely to be most pressed for the ways and 
means to carry on the war with vigor and certain 
success, the ruinous system of a great navy jis 
pressed upon us. Upon the return of a second 


peace, when the British possessions shall be incor- 


porated into the Union, and our army disbanded 
—when commerce shall be restored, and a surplus 
of revenue in the Treasury—after meeting the 
demands of the Government, with more propriety 
might the question be presented for consideration, 
I believe, sir, since the political reformation jin 
1801, the question of building a navy had never 
been before presented directly to the consideration 
of Congress. When Mr. Jefferson, that illustri- 
trious character, presided over the destinies of the 
United States, why was not this navy-building 
proposed? Then we had a revenue of fifteen 
millions of dollars annually, and a surplus in the 
Treasury. No, sir, such a system had been put 
down too recently—the struggles against a navy 
in 98-9 were not forgotten. I deny the capacity 
of the United States to maintain.a navy without 
oppression to the great mass of the community in 
the persons of tax-gatherers ; and if a great navy 
could be maintained, it would be more than use- 
less—it would be dangerous to the peace and 
tranquillity of this nation. I was in favor of re- 
pairing and putting, into service the whole of our 
naval force, consisting of one hundred and sixty- 
two gunboats and upwards of fifteen frigates and 
smaller war-vessels ; because this naval force, 
united with our fortifications, would give secu- 
rity to our coasts and harbors, protect our coast- 
ing trade, and would be important in the pres- 
ent crisis to co-operate with privateers and in- 
dividual enterprise against the commerce and 
plunder of Great Britain. But this is not the ob- 
ject of the bill. It contemplates and embraces a 
navy to protect our commerce in distant seas as 
well as at home, and which cannot cost less than 
twenty or thirty millions to accomplish; and, when 
built, would entail upon the Government of the 
United States the annual expense of fifteen million 
of dollars, equal to the amount of our whole reve- 
nue in the most prosperous years of commerce un- 
der the administration of Mr. Jefferson, and double 
the amount of our present financial income. It is 
the system, as well as the expense, that I object to; 
and while I am ready as any man to keep a small 
naval force, to be confined to the protection ot 
our maritime frontiers, as well as I am to keep 
upa small land force, to protect our territorial 
frontiers, I will not vote one cent for a system ol 
naval force which is destined to keep foreign na- 
tions in check in distant seas, and destined to en- 
tail upon this happy Government perpetuai taxes 
and a perpetually increasing national debt. The 
people will not support such a Naval Establish- 
ment—they have the corrective in their hands; 
and build this fleet of twenty seventy-fours and 
forty frigates, and the people will in their turn 
put thém down. But, sir, we are told, that we are 
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acommercial people, and that you cannot restrain 

q spirit of enterprise in our citizens which is 

\imited only by the polar snows to the North and 

the icy mountains to the South. No person 

has attempted to damp that gallant spirit, that 

mercantile enterprise—such adventurous voyages 

have been fostered and cherished by every means 

inthe power of the Government. But, sir, has 

this unparalleled enterprise, this gallant spirit, 

been carried on by a navy? Such a thing has 

never been thought of, which proves that this 

question of a navy has no connexion with this 
commercial enterprise; and the existence of one 

without the other, is positive proof of the fact. 
But it is also said, that agriculture and commerce 
are twin sisters, and the learned gentleman from 

New York (Mr. Mircatut,) will not allow a 
more distant connexion. I have no objection to 
such a union, and J did expect that it would have 
been demonstrated what was the real relation- 
ship between these twin sisters and a permanent 
navy ; whether it is that of cousin-german, brother, 
or husband. As these subjects have not beea 

identified, I must be permitted to say that there 
is no connexion—unless under the disguise of 
protection, the navy would be the destroyer both 

of commerce and agriculture—by taxes upon the 
one and constant war upon the theatre of the 
other. The advocates of a navy need not expect 
to cover the deformity and danger of the system 
by telling the people they are friends to the pro- 
tection of commerce—and that those who oppose 
itare ready to relinquish our rights upon the ocean. 
No, sir, this will not do, They will ask if our 
commerce, as great as it has been, was ever 
protected by auavy. They will look at the ex- 
penditure of the public money—they will see 
twenty-nine millious of dollars expended upon our 
present Naval Establishment; and though they 
may not complain of that prodigal waste of pub- 
lic money, upon so small a naval force, they will 
look to the effects produced by this power, and 
they will refuse to augment it, until, indeed, the 
Peace Establishment shall require augmentation. 
The people will look to the votes of this House, 
and they will see the opposers of a Navy willing 
at this moment to avenge the depredations upon 
our commerce and neutral rights by actual hos- 
tility. Iam not prepared to give up our rights, 
whether upon the ocean or upon land, whether 
commercial or personal; but | may differ in the 
means of avenging these wrongs, and vindicating 
those rights, and I shail ever differ from those 
who wish a navy to ride triumphant in distant 
seas, and, under a pretext of protection to com- 
merce, doom the nation to galling burdens too in- 
tolerable to be borne. But we are told, sir, that 
this question partakes of the character of a self- 
evident proposition. Indeed, sir, and in what re- 
spect is it entitled to this definition of self-evident ? 
Oates indeed, from every consideration of his- 
tory, experience and reason, it is evident thata 
navy is an engine of power and ambition, calcu- 
lated to embroil a nation in quarrels and wars, 
and to fix permanent wretchedness upon the in- 
dustrious class of the people. When we look to 


the delegation from each State, we find a difference 
in sentiment upon this subject, whether lying on 
the seaboard or distant from it. 

The chairman of the Naval Committee has at- 
tempted to make us believe that a navy is the an- 
chor of our hopes, and I dare venture to say, his 
eloquent colleague (Mr. Witttams) will in due 
time denounce it as the most abominable system 
—always employed in the fell purposes of outrage 
plunder, war, and death. The same division of 
sentiment exists in Massachusetts as to this de- 
structive and expensive establishment. And, sir, 
let me not omit to mention, the sentiments of the 
Republicans of 98-9. were not only entitled to 
the love and confidence of the people, but worthy 
of our imitation. Nor will I omit the resolutions 
of the Virginia Legislature in opposition toa navy, 
when they remonstrated against measures which 
they considered ruinous to the freedom of the 
United States—nor is my respect for those opin- 
ions lessened, although many Republicans in Con- 
gress at this time, and men of talents, have be- 
come great advocates fora navy, and I will put 
it to the people whose opinions are entitled to their 
approbation, whether a navy beyond the peace 
establishment is ruinous, or the rock of our safety. 

Leaving the division of sentiment in our coun- 
try, let us advert to ancient and modern history, 
and search for examples upon this important sub- 
ject. And here, sir, I will take this position, and 
defy history for an example, that no great naval 
power ever confined their naval strength to the le- 
gitimate object of protecting commerce in distant 
seas. I will refer to Tyre and Sidon, Crete and 
Rhodes, to Athens and to Carthage. Nosooner had 
these nations ceased to confine their naval strength 
to their maritime defence at home, to the protection 
of their seacoast, than they were engaged in 
plunder, piracy, depredations upon other nations, 
or involved in wars, which certainly accelerated, 
if it did not preduce the downfall aad destruction 
of those Governments. Peace and tranquillity is 
not the natural state of a great naval power. A 
disregard of public law, sacred treaties, and blood- 
shed, would suit it better; and it has been, and 
ever will be, the consequences of such force. 
These nations furnish another example and in- 
structive lesson to the present generation—that 
while their commerce and navy furnished a small 
part of the people with the luxuries of every 
country at that time known, the great mass of 
citizens at home were miserable and oppressed. 
Their rights neglected, their burdens increased, 
and their happiness destroyed, while their fleets 
and external grandeur carried astonishment and 
terror to distant nations. When a nation puts 
forth her strength upon the ocean, the interior of 
the country will be neglected and oppressed with 
contributions. Ancient history does not furnish 
a solitary instance of any permanent good, or long 
continuance of peace arising from a great naval 
supremacy; such overgrown power, such unnat- 

ural strength, must feed upon plunder, at home and 
abroad. When we come to modern nations we 
have proof before us of the positions I have taken. 
We have been told of Holland, as a people exist- 
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ing in a most flourishing state of prosperous com- 
merce without a navy to protect it, and we have 
been told of Spain as a naval power without com- 
merce to protect. But leaving these examples, let 
us look at France and Great Britain; we here 
haye examples before our eyes; we need no his- 
tory j the facts are before us. 
dmit that Great Britain, with her thousand 
vessels, could protect her lawful commerce, let me 
ask, if her navy has ever been confined Jo that ob- 
ject; whether it is confined to that object at this 
time; whether her navy has not fattened upon 
the polls of Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, 
and the commerce of neutrai nations, making war 
equally upon friends and enemies. Her navy, tri- 
umphant in every sea, is employed in a system of 
plunder against the world, and, notwithstanding 
this supremacy, we see her citizens groaning 
under a national debt of eight hundred millions of 
pounds sterling, more than all the nations of the 
universe could pay. We see her upon the preci- 
pice of bankruptey—we see her people, her nu- 
merous subjects, loaded with taxes, that would as- 
tonish any man who did not know the fact—not- 
withstanding this, the public debt is daily increa- 
sing, and it is now acknowledged by all the world 
that she is fighting for her existence—victorious at 
sea and safe at home from invasion, and still her 
very existence is at stake. Sir, 1 never wish to 
see the liberties of my country afloat upon the 
ocean and staked upon the strength of a navy. 
Look at France, separated from her enemy by a 
narrow channel, without vessels to meet the fleets 
of England on the water, and still she is unable 
to burn the seaport towns of France or invade the 
French territories, or in any way to make an im- 
ression upon her, Populousand powerful upon 
and, nothing but the imperial despotism that ex- 
ists throughout that vast empire, prevents the 
country from being the most enviable residence 
upon the globe, except our own favored land. 
Let not the Congress of the United States there- 
fore stake their existence upon navies, let us not 
withdraw the protecting hand of Government 
from the soil; let us not increase the burdens of 
the people, and weigh them down with a public 
debt to support external grandeur. Do not by 
this system destroy the affections and attach- 
ments of the solid and honest part of the commu- 
nity, who support the Government of the.country. 
Sir, the report of the Naval Committee has as- 
sumed principles as erroneous as they are novel— 
that the protection of maritime commerce was, 
above all other objects, the first and the greatest 
consideration which laid the foundation for the 
present Constitution. There is nothing to war- 
rant such a position; and no reason does exist 
why ourcommercial rights should have been bet- 
ter secured than the other various rights and in- 
terests embraced by that charter of our indepen- 
dence. In the specific grants of power, Congress 
has the authority to regulate commerce with for- 
eign nations, with the several States, and with 
the Indian tribes: not giving preference in lan- 
guage to foreign over State and domestic com- 
merce. I will admit, sir, that our commercial 
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rights formed one of the primary considerations— 
not more primary than the rights of agriculture 
and manufactures, nor the rights of property, the 
rights of persons, protection from foreign invasion 
and aggression, or from internal foes. These 
rights were equally important, and not less the 
considerations which strengthened the bonds of 
the Union. And if any consideration had a pref. 
erence, it arose from considerations of peace and 
war. 

When I look into the preamble of the Consti- 
tution, which to be sure is no specific grant o{ 
power, but is an interpretation of the objects of 
that great charter of our Union, I find it was to 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, pro- 
vide for the common defence and general welfare. 
and to secure the blessings of liberty, that the 
Constitution was. adopted; and although mari- 
time commerce has only a co-equal right with 
all others, still, the greatest means and resources 
of the Government have been directed to its pro- 
tection. And still it would seem, if we do not 
ruin the nation by the establishment of a navy, 
we wish to make encroachments upon commerce, 
to damp the commercial spirit. And this we are 
told in the face of facts, which appear upon record, 
and in the face of every expensive war measure 
now taken and adopted... Sir, in‘a colonial state, 
it was a duty upon tea that was the immediate 
cause of a war, which was bloody indeed, and 
continued upwards of seven years; a conflict 
which has no parallel in history as to its begin- 
ning and termination. And at this moment, vio- 
lations of our neutra! rights upon the ocean isa 
primary cause why we are about to wage a second 
war with Great Britain; and still we are gravely 
told that we are unwilling to protect commerce, 
and that we are ready to abandon it, because we 
will not vote away the substance of the people 
upon a system of policy which must ruin the na- 
tion if not crushed in its infancy. The Constitu- 
tion says, Congress shall have the power to pro- 
vide and maintain a navy. And this has been 
read. So has it authorized Congress to raise and 
support armies, to lay and collect taxes, and de- 
clare war; but the Constitution does not fix the 
limit of these powers, and all are liable to abuse. 
And the Convention did not suppose that any 
Congress would so far abuse these powers as to 
keep either a standing army in time of peace, 
which must endanger the liberties of the people, 
or a permanent navy, that would involve us in 
continual wars with other nations, and perma- 
nent taxes upon the people. , A reasonable Peace 
Establishment to protect our maritime and terri- 
torial frontier, consistent with strict economy, 
must have been contemplated; and this force, 
naval and military, we have maintained; and we 
are as secure as a nation can expect to be from 
savagesor a maritimefoe. There would beas much 
reason why we should keep in pay five hundred 
thousand regular troops in time of peace, as your 
twenty vessels of seventy-four guns and your 
forty frigates, in addition to our present naval 
force. In every point of view, therefore, a per- 
manent navy is as injurious to the country as 4 
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standing army. One will endanger your liberties 
by conquest, and the other by wars with foreign 
nations. 

So far from our not having protected commerce, 
it has engrossed the whole attention of the Gov- 
ernment. Iam ready to go farther; but not with 
a view to neglect other rights and interests equally 
dear tous all. I wish to see every facility given 
to the interchange of commodities among the 
several States. It would be a pleasing spectacle 
tomy mind. We are blest beyond every other 
woot in soil, climate. and productions. The rice, 
cotton, and sugar of Orleans, Georgia, and South | 
Carolina, the lead of Louisiana, the hemp of the 
Western States, the tobacco and flour of North 
Carolina, Virginia, and the middle States, in- 
cluditg Pennsylvania, the warehouse of every 
commodity, and the manufactures and shipping 
of New York and the New England States. This 
trade would be valuable, and would not depend 
upon the caprice of foreign despots. But we are 
asked, emphatically, how will you protect com- 
merce? ‘The answer is easy. We will protect 
it as we have protected it. In times of peace, we 
will act with justice towards all the world; we 
will pass navigation laws, and divert the com- 
merce of the country from nations who will not 
respect our rights. If these expedients should 
fail us, we must resort to the last alternative—war. 
For, before we make war it will not be pretended 
that we can authorize our navy to avenge the 
wrongs of our merchants, or you would take from 
Congress the right to declare war, and give it to 
our naval commanders. But { am asked, how 
will you contend with a maritime nation, with- 
outa navy? Sir, that question is as easily an- 
swered as the first. I will ask, how we succeeded 
in the Revolutionary war? We were without 
any security upon our seacoast, and still we suc- 
ceeded. But to be more specific—I would grant 
letters of marque and reprisal, and authorize pri- 
vateering. Give scope to individual enterprise, 
to destroy the commerce of the enemy—which 
can be done effectually. I would fortify our sea- 
port towns; station our gunboats and frigates 
along our coast, to protect us at home. And in 
this way I would in war avenge the infractions 
of our neutral rights. 

It has been asked, if we were secure from mari- 
time invasion. I answer, we are well fortified 
against any naval force; not beyond possibility of 
injury, but as well secured as can be expected. 
We have one hundred and sixty-two gunboats, 
and frigates and sloops amounting to fifteen now 
in service, and two or three sea-worthy, might be 





I wish to confine myself to legitimate means, and 
not means that will be as fatal to the happiness 
of the country as the evil intended to be reme- 
died. We have been told that our commerce is 
interrupted by picaroons and pirates from the 
West Indies, and the many insults and injuries 
which we have suffered within or near our ports 
and harbors. These things are no argument with 
me to augment our naval force at this time. Arm 
your merchant vessels, and they will never com- 
plain of buccaneers or pirates from St. Domingo ; 
and this is a-right that should be given to them, 
under certain regulations; and as to the indigni- 
ties which we experience from the war vessels of 
Great Britain, I will state that it was our own 
fault that we did not on those several occasions 
wipe away the insult and avenge the injury re- 
ceived. When the unfortunate Pierce was mur- 
dered by a British naval officer, and carried into 
New York, would it not have been the most cor- 
rect course to have taken satisfaction upon the 
same vessel from which the injury was received ? 
If so, the means were as much in our power as if 
we had owned forty frigates; the order alone 
was wanting. But was the course a correct one 
in abstaining from farther bloodshed? If so, let 
it rest. In the attack upon the Chesapeake, would 
it not have been most prudent to have sacrificed 
that vessel and her crew? If so,a force could 
have been collected in a few days to have made 
the sacrifice; the order alone was wanting. In 
those two cases, and in every other indignity 
committed within our own waters, the desire of 
peace and the nature of our Government pre- 
vented the immediate satisfaction for the griev- 
ance, and an appeal was made to negotiation. 
From these considerations, no argument can be 
drawn to support a naval establishment. If we 
have been tardy in resisting the injuries we have 
received from foreign nations, we must ascribe it 
to the proper cause, and not to the want of a 
navy. But, if something more must be done at 
this time, and we must expend more money to 
secure the coasting trade, I would offer a substi- 
tute for the bill upon your table; I would take 
up the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
upon roads and canals, and I would adopt his 
idea, and execute his plan of opening an inland 
tide-water navigation from Boston to Georgia, by 
cutting four canals, which would not cost more 
than three millions of dollars, according to the 
estimates, viz: from Boston to Rhode Island, 
above the isthmus of Barnstable; from the Rari- 
tan to the Delaware; thence to the Chesapeake ; 
thence to Albemarle Sound. A navigation more 


repaired. The Gulf Stream has been fixed upon, | secure in War, or more secure from interruption, 
in the opinion of the learned gentleman from | than you woald receive from your forty frigates 
New York, as the proper limit of our territorial | and your twenty seventy-four gunships. But this 
sea. I have no objection to that limit ; I think | durable navigation has not the splendor of navies 
nature has fixed that boundary for us; and con-| about it, and I could not expect my substitute to 
sidering our coast to differ from the bold shores | be adopted ; internal improvements of this kind 
of Europe, it would not be unreasonable to claim | do not suit our towering minds. Now, sir, if we 
this as a sea in which our vessels should be ex-| had the free navigation of the St. Lawrence to 
empt from search, or any other rule of the laws| the North, as we have of the Mississippi to the 
of nations. I will yield to no nian in protecting South, connected with this internal tide-water 
commerce, or any other right of the nation. But} navigation, we should embrace the most impor- 





| 
| 





883 HISTORY OF CONGRESS, 884 





H. or R. Naval Establishmeat. 





tant interests of every part of the United States. 
We are told that this is the cheapest mode ot 
defence—naval protection is the cheapest mode 
of defence. It may be so in theory and in cal- 
culation, but I know it is not so in practice. It 
is admitted generally that the navy of Great 
Britain has involved her in greater expenses than 
any other system of defence, and the oppression 
of the people is greatly owing to this cause. But, 
sir, the advocates of a navy speak as if this force 
would supersede the necessity of armies, fortifi- 
cations, &e. Is it possible that any man can sup- 


pose that the establishment of a navy would dis- | 


pense with fortifications? No matter what your 
force, if you had no fortifications, such a city as 
New York might and would be Jaid in ashes. 
Some daring Admiral, such as Lord Nelson, or 
Preble, if any other nation could boast of such a 
man, would rush into danger and court death to 
accomplish such an object—an attempt which 
would be folly against well built fortifications 
and batteries; so with Charleston and Boston. 
These places are not going to give up their forti- 
fications and their cannon. I would inquire, in 
my turn, whether this cheap defence, the navy, 
could quell the savages on the Wabash, or take 
the Canadas and Nova Scotia. I suppose the 
advocates of a navy would dispense with gun- 
boats, that most invaluable species of defence in 
ports and harbors, shoals, or still water. A species 
of defence recommended by that illustrious man, 
Mr. Jefferson, because he knew their utility at 
home, and the little danger of their being used in 
distant seas, to acquire naval glory alone. I 
would call the attention of the House to the St. 
Lawrence, the Delaware, the Mediterranean, the 
ports of Europe, and the Baltic, the theatre of 
their successful operation in almost every in- 
stance. Ridicule and Jaughter shall never change 
my opinion as to their efficacy. But, sir, the evil 
of impressment must necessarily grow out of this 
establishment. It has been contended already 
that we would have the right in time of war to 
prevent our seamen from going on board priva- 
teers, ard we could compel them to serve in our 
national ships. This then is the doctrine of im- 
pressment in its fullest extent. You restrain the 
citizen in his movements, and compel him to 
serve on your vessels of war. Makea pretext for 
war, and every poor man in the country would 
be in danger of outrage to his person, and com- 
elled to leave his wife, his children, and sacred 
ome, to serve in your vessels of war. Mention 
is made of the martial spirit of our citizens, and 
the gallant spirit of our naval officers, No man 
can appreciate their bravey more thanI do. The 
attack upon Tripoli, crowned the American offi- 
cers and seamen with as much glory and honor 
as any battle or sea-fight that we read of in an- 
cient or modern history. They contended with 
unequal forces; they grappled with the enemy 
at his own door with unequal numbers, and they 
conquered. 
But, sir, these glorious conflicts gave us a name, 
and immortalize those who are the actors in the 
scene, without being connected with the real 








ey 





happiness or prosperity of the nation. I have 
traced, in the pages of history, Lord Nelson, the 
British Admiral, to the Nile. I see him crowned 
with never-fading laurels, in the engagement off 
Aboukir; I see him ride into the Baltic, and, by 
prodigies of valor, reduce the Danes to submis. 
sion; I see him off Trafalgar, where he died jn 
the arms of Victory. But notwithstanding these 
achievements, I see the national debt of England 
increase ; I see all England still under her load 
of taxes; I see the common people unhappy and 
oppressed. I wish to confine our gallant officers 
to the defence of our maritime frontier. In war 
we shall have enough for them todo. I wish 
such men as Rogers, Decatur, Gordon, and the 
rest of our officers who are ready to devote their 
lives to the service of their country, kept near us, 
and not sent to distant seas to fight the battle of 
the Nile, or storm Gibraltar. 

‘I shall conclude with remarking, that I have 
endeavored to prove in the course of my remarks 
that this isan unfavorable moment to agitate this 
question. That the sentiments of the people are 
against such a system, and that ancient and mod- 
ern history do not furnish arguments in favor of 
a naval power; but that navies have been and 
always will be engines of power, and employed 
in projects of ambition and war; that the conse- 
quences of a navy are perpetual internal taxes 
and a public debt; the incapacity of the nation 
to support a great navy, and its tendency to draw 
the hand of protection from the rights of the 
people at home; and that naval forces have never 
been and never will be confined to the protection 
of commerce, but will be engaged in plunder and 
constant violations of the laws of nations; and, 
lastly, that commerce has had its share of protec- 
tion, and that the war we are about to wage is 
principally for the violations of our neutral rights 
upon the ocean. 

Mr. Lownpes.—Mr. Speaker, in one opinion, 
expressed by the honorable gentleman last up, 
(Mr. Jounson,) Icanconeur. The Constitution 
was not formed for the exclusive protection of 
commerce, but for the defence of all the interests 
of the United States. These are to be protected 
by the whole force of the nation. If he had ad- 
hered throughout his speecli to this opinion, the 
question would have been narrowed to the inqui- 
ry, by what means shall commerce be protected ? 
He has asserted the adequacy to this purpose of 
the naval force which we now possess. This is, 
indeed, a different view of the subject from that 
which was taken by his honorable colleague. We 
were told but yesterday, that the undivided exer- 
tions of the United States could not give them a 
navy large enough to be useful. To-day the five 
frigates which we have in commission are thought 
sufficient, if preg employed, to redress all our 
injuries, The death of Pierce might have been 
revenged, and the disgrace of the Chesapeake 
obliterated, if these five frigates had been sent a 
cruising. We did not want force, but spirit to 
employ it. Can it be necessary gravely to answer 
these assertions ? May I not trust their confuta- 
tion to that general knowledge of the subject 
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which every member of the House possesses? 
Must we inquire what number of British vessels 
have been lately stationed near our coast, or what 
greater number it is in the power of England to 
station there? My honorable friend from Penn- 
sylvania has produced a paper (not exactly for 
this purpose) which he will allow me to make 
use of. It states that, in July, 1811, the English 
had at Halifax, Newfoundland, &c., three ships- 
of-the-line, one fifty-gun ship, and five frigates— 
in the West Indies, two ships-of-the-line, one fifty- 
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and the consumer, or they would not engage in 
it. So must all those who are supported by their 
own industry in commercial cities—the clerk, the 
artisan, the common laborer. But my honorable 
friend from Pennsylvania says that Mr. Pitt esti- 
mated the profits of commerce in England at 
only twelve millions for a year, in which the 
naval expense was fourteen or sixteen millions. 
I suppose this estimate to have been made in re- 
lation to the income tax, and it obviously must 
have referred only to the profits of merchants. 


gun ship, and nineteen frigates. J shall say noth- | The profits of merchants may be computed, but 


ing of their smaller vessels; but a few weeks 


would have sufficed to have brought these thirty- | entire profits of commerce. 
| form, not, indeed, an estimate, but some concep- 


one ships of war toany part of our coast which 
England might have chosen toannoy. Now, does 


no sober financier would attempt to compute the 
If it be desirable to 


tion of its importance, let my honorable friend 


the gentieman from Kentucky mean to say that | compute the value of New York, where a few 
our five frigates were competent to the attack of | square feet of land are an estate, and then com- 
such a force as this? He does not say this, but | pare it with the value of the same extent of 
he does say that our coasts are to be protected, | ground for the purposes of the plough. But, isit 


and the vessels of our enemies driven beyond 
the Gulf Stream. How? Not by our present 
force. What other mode, then, would he em- 
ploy? We have no unreasonable partiality for a 
navy. We indeed, wished to possess one, because 
we thought that it furnished the most natural and 
practicable method of defending those seas which 
the honorable gentleman is himself determined to 
defend. Our means he will not adopt. Let him 
tell us, then, what other method he would resort 
to. Let him explain his project. We will lis- 
ten to it with the anxious wish that it may offer 
some better instruments than ships for maritime 
defence. 

I cannot suppose that the canal, from Maine to 
Georgia, formed a part of this project. It would 
not drive the enemy beyond the GulfStream. It 
would not protect our seamen in their employ- 
ments. It would not give them employment. 
But, does the gentieman believe that, in respect 
to the general interests of the country, this canal 
with all its apparatus, its towing paths and mules, 
would be a fit substitute for the sea, which brings 
our most distant ports into one neighborhood? A 
conversation with any merchant of Boston or 
New York would abate, I believe, the confidence 
even of its author, in the utility of his substitute. 

But, although the honorable gentleman from 
Kentucky is determined to defend commerce by 
some method which he will not fully disclose, his 
arguments, like those of my honorable friend 
from Pennsylvania, appeared designed to show 
that commerce was not worth defending. After 
the full discussion of this subject, produced by 
the report of the Committee of Foreign. Rela- 
tions, and the debates, at every stage of the bill 
for raising an additional army, the House might 
have supposed that this question was at last dis- 
missed. I hope, however, to be excused for re- 
marking that both these gentlemen have consid- 
ered the profits of commerce as confined to the 
merchant. They have forgotten that commerce 
implies an exchange of commodities, in which 
the merchant is only an intermediate agent. He 
derives, indeed, a profit from the transaction— 
but so must the seller and the buyer, the grower 


in this nation, and at this time, that it can be sup- 
posed that the profits of commerce are confined 
tothe merchant? Your trade was, a few years 
ago, unrestrained and flourishing—did it notenrich 
the most distant parts of your country? It has 
since been plundered and confined. Does not the 
industry of the country languish ? Is not the in- 
come of every man impaired? Ifcommerce were 

| destroyed, the mercantile class, indeed, could ex- 
ist no longer; but the merchant, the rich capital- 
ist, at least, would individually suffer less than 
any other part of the community, because, while 
their property would become unproductive, the 
value of money would rise rather than fall. 

The value of commerce, then, has been strange- 
ly misunderstood by these gentlemen, who sup- 
pose that they have calculated it so very accu- 
rately. But, whatever may be its value, you 

| have already determined to defend it. Consider- 
ations of expense are not, indeed, to be neglected. 
We must employ, in the prosecution of the war, 
the cheapest and most efficacious instruments of 
hostility which we can obtain. But the argu- 
ments of the honorable gentlemen on the other 
side, are, almost all of them, directed against the 
war rather than the Navy. It would be absurd, 
say they, to protect commerce by a navy, which 
should cost more than that commerce is worth. 
It must yet be more absurd, then, to protect it by 
an Army which costs much more than the Navy. 
In the comparison of the expenses and of the effi- 
ciency of an army and navy, instituted by my col- 
league, there is nothing invidious. ‘The Army is 
| acknowledged to be necessary. It has had our 
votes. But, from the acknowledged propriety of 
raising the Army, was fairly inferred the propri- 
ety of employing a navy; if it should be proved to 
be less expensive in proportion to its probable ef- 
ficacy. War, and all its operations and all its 
instruments, must be expensive. It is difficult to 
determine upon the expediency of employing any 
of these instruments, except by comparing it with 
some other. To compute the result of this com- 
parison, the honorable gentlemen on the other 
side must show, not that 1t is more expensive to 
maintain a navy than to be without one—not that 
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it is More expensive to go to war than to remain 
at peace, (these propositions they, perhaps, have 
proved,) but that the objects proposed to be at- 
tained by the Navy may be better or more cheap- 
ly attained in some other way. My Lonuatie 
friend from Pennsylvania, then, in’ determining 
not to follow my colleague in the investigation of 
the comparative expense of different kinds of 
force, must have determined ‘to avoid the best, 
and, indeed, the only method of examination 
from which a just conclusion could be deduced. 

But the gentleman from Kentucky employed 

an argument or an assertion, which t know not 
how to answer, because I know not whether I 
correctly understood it. A navy, says the honor- 
able gentleman, cannot protect commerce. It 
never has protected it. Why he should suppose 
that it cannot, lam unable to conjecture. That 
it has not, is a strange assertion in a war in which 
the merchant ships of one belligerent are spread 
over every sea, and month after month passes 
away without our hearing of a capture by the 
other. But, can the honorable gentleman mean 
that, if England were without a navy, her ves- 
sels would be as safe from capture as they now 
are? Would the price of insurance be exactly 
the same? Would the French fleets pass as much 
of their time in port? 

Mr. JonnsoOn explained. He had not said that 
a navy could not protect commerce, but that it 
was usually employed rather as an instrument of 
power than of defence. 

Mr. Lownpes continued. Then the objection 
to a navy is, that it gives indeed a power which 
may be used for the best purposes of our national 
association, but which may also be abused. Is not 
this the nature of all national power? The-secu- 
rity against that ambition in our rulers which 
would involve their country in wanton war, must 
be derived from the strength of the Constitution, 
and not from the weakness of the nation. The 
interest of the people can never be promoted by 
unnecessary wars, and the frequency of our elec- 
tions will not allow that interest to be long ne- 
glected. It would hardly be wise, then, to render 
the country weak by way of preventing it from 
becoming ambitious and tyrannical. 

The honorable gentleman from Kentucky, how- 
ever, who spoke yesterday, offered objections to a 
navy, which, if they were well founded, would 
supersede all further reasoning and calculation. 
He opposes a navy now—he will oppose it for- 
ever. It would produce no possible good and all 
possible evil. It would infallibly destroy the Con- 
stitution. Will the honorable gentleman tell us | 
why? how? He sees the danger clearly ? Will 
he explain it? An ambitious General might cor- 
rupt his army, and seize the Capito|—but will an 
Admiral reduce us to subjection by bringing his 
ships up the Potomac? The strongest recom- 
mendation of a navy in free Governments has 
hitherto been supposed to be that it was capable 
of defending but not of enslaving its country. 
The honorable gentleman has discovered that 
this is a vulgar error. A navy is really much 
more dangerous than an army to public liberty. 





He voted for the army and expressed no fears for 
the Constitution. But a navy would infallibly 
terminate in aristocracy and monarchy. All this 
may be very true. But are we unreasonable in 
expecting, before we give up the old opinion, to 
hear some argument in favor of the new one? 
The honorable gentleman has asserted his propo- 
sitions very distinctly. We complain only that 
he has not proved them. 

Yet there is a view in which this question of a 
navy is, indeed, closely connected with the Con- 
stitution. That Constitution was formed by the 
union of independent States, that the strength of 
the whole might be employed for the protection 
of every part. The States were not ignorant of 
the value of those rights which they surrendered 
to the General Government, but they expected a 
compensation for their relinquishment in the in- 
creased power which would be employed for their 
defence. Suppose this expectation disappointed 
—suppose the harbor of New York blockaded by 
two seventy-fours? The commerce of that city, 
which exists only by commerce, destroyed? The 
protection of the General Government claimed? 
Your whole navy could not drive these English 
seventy-fours from their station. Would the 
brave and enterprising people of New York con- 
sent to see their capital emptied of its inhabit- 
ants, and their whole country beggared by so con- 
temptible a foree? Their own exertions would 
raise a fleet which would drive off the enemy and 
restore their city to its owners. But, whenasin- 
gle State shall find herself able to raise a greater 
fleet than the General Government can or will 
employ for her defence, can it be expected that 
she shall consider that Government as essential 
to her safety—as entitled to her obedience? | 
repeat that the Federal Constitution was institu- 
ted by the States, that the strength of the whole 
might be combined for the protection of any part 
which should be attacked. But what is the na- 
ture of the defence which one of our large States 
may be supposed interested to obtain from the 
General Government? Is ita land force? We 
can scarcely expect an attack on land, to repel! 
which the militia of New York or Massachusetts 
would be unequal. Were either of these States 
attacked, the General Government would pro- 
tect her by ordering out her own militia. To 
render the Union permanent, you must render it 
the interest of all the States, the large as well as 
the small, to maintain it; you must show them 
that it will provide, not an army which they can 
have without it, but what without it they cannot 
have—an adequate navy. 

The honorable gentleman who anticipates the 
destruction of the Constitution, unless we shall 
neglect one of the great interests which it was 
intended to protect, considers the English Orders 
in Council as leaving our institutions firm and 
untouched. Regulations, the effect of which is to 
give to a foreign Power the complete disposition 
of the property of a large class of our people, are 
it seems in their political result innocent. Al- 
though every citizen who has property on the 
ocean become dependent on the English Ministry, 
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becometheir subject, our liberty and independence 
are (we are told) unimpaired. But let a navy be 
raised—let the Government which expects obe- 
dience provide protection, and the Constitution 
perishes ! 

But we have been referred particularly by my 
honorable friend from Pennsylvania to the expe- 
rience of the world, as having already decided 
the question which we are now discussing. It 
seems that Venice and Genoa, and every other 
naval Power which can be named, have all fur- 
nished abundant proof of the ruinous effects which 
such a force is calculated to produce. Sir; the 
assertion is new. Ido not pretend toan intimate 
acquaintance with the histories of those nations, 
but I have hitherto believed that the first great 
shock which the power of Venice received, was 
given by the League of Cambray—a league form- 
ed to repress her ambition, not of maritime, but 
of territorial aggrandizement. But, whilst Ven- 
ice has lost her independence, after maintaining 
it for five or six centuries, may I ask my honora- 
ble friend whether the States of Italy, which were 
never oppressed by fleets, had enjoyed a longer 
term of prosperity and freedom? As to Genoa— 
her naval power, her independenee and glory, 


rose-and sunk with the same man—Doria. But | portional expense. 


Holland, says the gentleman from Kentucky, af- 
fords an example of a nation, whose commerce 
flourished greatly before it had a navy, and de- 
cayed while her navy continued powerful. 
there ever were a people, whose naval power has 
been employed to protect and almost to create 
their commerce, it is the Dutch. 
their way at the same time to trade in the East 
Indiesand America,and to national independence 
in Europe. 


tributed to the ‘development of the resources of | conviction. 
other nations ; to the navigation act of England; | has been given to his calculations. 
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question. The proposition of my honorable col- 
league was, that the resources of the nation are 
sufficient to enable it to support a naval force by 
which, in the present state of Europe, we may 
reasonably expect to maintain a superiority in the 
American seas. In this opinion | fully concur. 
I believe that the smaller force which has been 
mentioned (twelve seventy-fours and twenty 
frigates) would probably be adequate to this ob- 
ject. But, before I say anything of its adequacy, 
I must notice the calculations by which my hon- 
orable friend from Pennsylvania has attempted 
to show that sucha fleet cannot be supported. My 
honorable friend stated, with unquestionable ac- 
curacy, the present expense of our navy, accord- 
ing to the Secretary’s estimate. He divided this 
sum by the number of guns, and applied this rate 
of expense to the estimate of a fleet of seventye 
fours and frigates. I have not attempted to go 
through his calculations. But, if the figuring be 
right, the answer must be wrong. The principle 
of the calculation is erroneous. A gun in a gun- 
boat is supposed by the Secretary to cost about 
$12,000 a year, in a frigate about $4,000. This 
may not be the true expense, but there seems no 
reason to doubt its being pretty nearly the pro- 
if therefore we compute the 
expense of a fleet of frigates from that of a fleet of 


| gunboats, the estimate would very evidently be 
| three times as great as the réal expense. {Mr. 


His calculations had not 
been founded on the expense of a fleet of gun- 
boats, but on the Secretary’s estimate for the ex- 


They fought | pense of the present year, which provides for keep- 


ing in service only sixty-three gunboats. } 
I never hear my honorable friend, sir, without 


The decay of their trade is to be at- | pleasure ; but] have certainly heard him without 


He has mistaken the answer which 
It is this—an 


and the similar measures adopted by other Pow- | estimate of the expenses of frigates founded on 
ers. As to France—the period of her greatest | the expense of gunboats, would be wrong; be- 
financial prosperity probably coincided with that | cause a gun in the one costs three times as much 
of her greatest naval power; both were due to|as in the other. An estimate therefore of the 
the administration of Colbert. But the evils of | expense of a fleet consisting entirely of frigates, 


a navy (gentlemen tell us) have been concentra- 
ted in the case of England. With all her fleets 
she is destined soon to lose her independence. The 


or larger vessels, founded on the expense of a fleet 
composed partly of frigates and partly of gun- 
boats, must also be wrong. If the number of 


expense of those fleets has crushed the industry | gunboats be very small, and their expense in 


of her subjects, and must soon reduce her to na- 
tional bankruptcy. Let us suppose that these 
gentlemen, who have been so much mistaken in 
regard to the past, may be more accurate in their 
narrative of the future. Still England will have 
owed to her fleets her redemption from invasion 
for ages past. While every other considerable 
nation of Europe has been bankrupt over and over 
again, she’is not yet bankrupt. While nearly 
every other Government of Europe has been over- 
set, hers yet rides out the storm. Should Eng- 
land fall to-morrow, it should seem impossible to 
deny that her navy will have prolonged her inde- 
pendence for at least two centuries. 

But it is said that our resources do not enable 
us to maintain a navy powerful enough to be of 
any advantage ina war with England. I feel no 
disposition, sir, to disguise the difficulties of the 


proportion to that of the larger vessels trifling, 
the error in the calculation will be unimportant. 
But unluckily this is not the case in the calcula- 
tion of my honorable friend. The expense of the 
gunboats in the estimate alluded to is one-third of 
| the expense of the whole Naval Establishment. 
| My honorable colleague has calculated the ex- 
| pense of building and maintaining a navy of 12 
| ships-of-the-line and 20 frigates, and has explain- 
‘ed the principles on which his calculations have 
‘been founded. The estimate of the gentlemen 
| from Pennsylvania can hardly be considered, after 
' the error which has been remarked, as impugning 
| those calculations. I have not myself attempted 
| to estimate the probable expense of maintaining 
| 12 ships-of-the-line and 20 frigates with any pre- 
cision, but I cannot doubt the fairness of the rule 
| which deduces it from the expense of sucha force 
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to England. This is the rule which I understood 
my colleague tohave employed. It has not been 
disputed in debate; it has been in conversation. 
Many gentleman have objected to an estimate of 
the expenses of a navy during war, in which (as 
they suppose) no allowance is made for the pecu- 
liar expenses which war involves. To have all 
our ships safe at the end of the contest is observed 
to be rather a sanguine expectation. But if the 
rate of expense in the estimate of my colleague 
were deduced from the rate of English expense 
during war, these objections must be altogether 
groundless. Now, it was deduced from the ex- 
pense which is found sufficient to maintain the 
English Navy in a state of unimpaired strength 
during war. The English expense, from which 
it was inferred, included the charge of docks and 
navy-yards, of the repair of old ships and of the 
building of new ones. It-included pensions to 
their officers, and even the support of the prison- 
ers taken from theirenemies. I have on my table 
a detailed account of the English naval expendi- 
ture forayearofthelast war. The whole amount 
was about twelve millions and a half, and of this 
sum fully four millions and a half were applied 
to what may be considered the contingent ex- 
penses of the navy. Now, is there any reason to 
suppose that the contingent expenses of our navy 
would be greater in proportion to its foree than 
this? And if not greater, has not an allowance 
been made for the capture of some of our ships, 
or in other words for the building of new ones ? 
It is true, that from the superiority of English 
sailors to their present enemies, England loses 
little by capture, and, it may be supposed, that 
from the greater frequency and severity of our 
conflicts when we shall be engaged in war against 
her, our contingent expenses may be greater in 

roportion to the number of our ships than hers, 
But there are many expenses to which she is ne- 
cessarily subject, from which we shall be exempt. 
I will instance that resulting from blockading 
squadrons, and that from repairs in colonial and 
foreign ports. These can appear inconsiderable 
to no man who has given his attention in any de- 
gree to the subject. Naval men I believe would 
not contradict me, if I were to state the expense 
of a ship employed ina strict blockade, and parti- 
cularly during the winter months, as fully double 
that of a ship engaged in ordinary service. In 
fact, England finds the expeuse too great for her 
finances, and has been obliged, in some measure, 
to give up the practice. The other article of ex- 
penditure to which I have referred, I shall not at- 
tempt to estimate with any precision. It must, 
however, be obvious, to every man, that the ships 
of war of England must frequently be repaired 
and refitted in distant countries. In these the 
most scrupulous fidelity and economy on the part 
of her officers cannot prevent the expense from 
being frequently extravagant. The most saluta- 
ry regulations and most provident instructions on 
the part of the Administration at home cannot 
prevent her officers from being sometimes careless 
and fraudulent. Irecolleet-an instance of the enor- 
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quired from the British Navy, which I cannot pre- 
tend to state with accuracy, but in which I hope 
notto he substantially wrong. Sir Home Pop. 
ham (a distinguished officer in the English Na- 
vy) had under his command in the last war two 
or three frigates in the East Indies. They had 
left England in good condition, and their repairs 
for two or three years, and the supply of the dif. 
ferent articles of equipment which they occasion- 
ally required, exceeded, I believe, the prime cost 
of the vessels themselves. These two items of 
expenditure, blockading squadrons, and repairs in 
distant countries (to neither of which an Ameri. 
can Navy would be liable) will be acknowledged, 
I think, to justify the conclusion, that the contin- 
gent expenses of the English Navy must be as 
great in proportion to its force as ours would be 
in war—and therefore that the rule employed in 
the calculations of my colleague was correct. 
But our resources for the equipment of a navy 
appear to the honorable gentlemen on the other 
side, as deficient in respect to men and money, 
Sailors in this country cannot be obtained in su/- 
ficient numbers without impressment. It is not 
necessary, sir, to inquire whether for the defence 
of their peculiar rights the services of a marine 
militia may not be required. There is no reason 
to doubt our being able to procure the voluntary 
services of our seamen. If we shall at any time 
be engaged in a war (like that with France in 
1798) which shall. leave the greater part of our 
trade unaffected, the wages of sailors will, indeed, 
be high, but the number required will be small 
and the Government can afford high wages. In 
a war of a different character—against a nation 
powerful at sea—your sailors will be thrown out 
of employment and their wages will be necessari- 
ly low. But gentlemen object to this reasoning 
on the supposition that in such a case our sailor 
woald all engage in privateers. The notion that 
in any war there will be a demand in this coun- 
try for more than thirty thousand sailors for pri- 
vateers is surely an extravagant one. But it has 
been shown by my colleague that in a war which 
should diminish our trade by one-half, (and a war 
requiring any great naval exertion would neces- 
sarily do this,) thirty or forty thousand seamen 
may be employed in privateers, and a sufficient 
number would remain for your public ships. But 
are not your privateers as much a part of the na- 
val force of the nation as your ships of war? It 
has been said, indeed, that they are, the more use- 
ful part. Now, if the Government should believe 
(what neither sober reflection nor the experience 
of other nations can permit it to doubt) that this 
part of your force cannot be in any great degree 
serviceable unless supported by a fleet—then sure- 
ly a limitation to its extent, which would be ne- 
cessary even to the interest of its owners, cannot 
fairly be objected to. The law just passed for 
raising twenty-five thousand men, provides, | 
think, for only one regiment of cavalry. Now, i! 
is very possible that a much larger proportion of 
the twenty-five thousand men than can be accom- 
modated in this regiment, may choose to go to 


mous expense involved in the distant services re- | Canada on horseback. They must be disappoint- 
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t pre- ed, and either not go into the army at all, or go | and has asked, which of these could be prudently 
hope jnto the service which they leastdesire. Noman | weakened? Theconclusion which he has drawn 
Pop. has hitherto denounced the act as on this account | from this induction is confirmed by the history of 
1 Na- tyrannical and oppressive. Yet this case seems | the naval actions of the present and last war. In 
r two to me a true parallel to the other. In the naval, | Lord Howe’s victory, in Lord St. Vincent's, in 
r had as in the military service, the interest of the coun- | the battle of the Nile, of Camperdown, of Trafal- 
pairs try requires the employment of different sorts of | gar—in ail these the English force was inferior to 
e dif. force ; and the object may be attained with equal | that of their enemy. Battles, on the issue of 
sion- fairness in both services by limiting the amount | which depended the possession of a most import- 
> Cost of the favorite force. ant province—the dominion, perhaps, of the sea— 
ns of But why should we speculate loosely on a sub-| the safety of the State, have been intrusted to 
irs in J ject on which we have already had some experi- | fifteen and twenty ships. In the battle off Cape 
meri- ence? Wehave now, I believe,as many seamen | St. Vincent, the disparity was fifteen to twenty- 
dged., as soldiers in our service. Have we found more | seven. Why, in these important actions, did Eng- 
ntins [Ee difficulty in procuringthem? An addition tothe | land suffer her fleets to be outnumbered? Do gen- 
be as J army has become necessary; and even with the | tlemen on the other side suppose that it wa: from 
ld be  unexampled bounty which has been offered, there | a spirit of chivalry—from a romantic valor that 
od in @E are men who doubt whether the enlistment will | disdained to calculate the number of its enemies? 
t. ' be very soon completed. Without any bounty, I | They do the English Admiralty great injustice. 
navy J have been informed, that the number of seamen | The inferiority was the result of necessity, not 
other J in our service may be greatly increased. Is this| choice. And if they could detach but thirteen 
ney, J nota practical decision of the question? An ap- | ships-of-the-line to dispute the conquest of Egypt, 
i suf; 9% plication to the Secretaries ot War and of the | it should seem improbable that they can spare 
snot / Navy, will, 1 am sure, confirm it. thirty-six to dispute the command of the Ameri- 
ence But the great difficulty in the subject before | can seas. At some future time, however, some 
arine J the Committee, consists in the question as to the | of these gentlemen appear to think it possible that 
ason adequacy of the force which has been mentioned. | it may be wise to build a navy. But what are 
tary Ihave said that 1 believe (with my colleague.) | the circumstances which can render it wise to 
time that in the present state of Europe, twelve seven- | build one hereafter, and which do not require it 
ve in ty-fours and twenty frigates may reasonably be | now? Shall we build one when we have all the 
‘our [BP expected to give us the command of the Ameri- | materials and artisans which are necessary to its 
deed, can seas. I do not mean that they would prevent | construction? We have them now. Shall we 
mall English vessels from ever appearing off our coast; | build one when the number of our seamen ena- 
In but they would prevent their maintaininga perma- | bles us to rank among the first naval Powers of 
ation nent station there—they could prevent their block- | the world? In the number of our seamen we are 
out ading our harbors. What force must England | now inferior only to England. But perhaps we 
sari- maintain in order to blockade ports on this side | have no occasion for a navy; perhaps we have 
ning the Atlantic ? It has been said a force at least | found, that without one, our commerce is every- 
ilors triple that which is blockaded. This opinion | where undisturbed, and all the nations of the ‘ 
that (which is supported by high professional authori- | Old World friendly and just. There is scarcely bth 
oun- ty) has been supposed to rest on the necessity of | one which has not plundered us. We have now wh 
pri- what may be called a double relief of vessels. |the means. We now feel the necessity for a na- ke 
has But, without expressing any opinion in regard to | val force; the arguments by which it is assailed tin 
hich this argument, it is, I think, sufficiently clear | now may be employed as well at any future time tell 
wat without it, that England, in order to blockade our | to perpetuate our dependence on the nations of ig 
Ces: fleet, must maintain three ships for one. The ac- | Europe. re 
men cidents to which a blockading squadron on our| But the command of the American seas could 
ient — coast must be always liable—the probability of its | not, it is said, if you had it, secure your com- 
But being scattered—of one of its vessels being dis- | merce. Your ships. beyond the Cape of Good 
 na- masted, and obliged to go for repair to some dis- | Hope, in the Baltic, or the coast of France, would 
It — tant port, would render it not only dangerous, but | not be benefited by it. It would secure your sea- ie 
use- f desperate, to attempt a blockade with equal num- | coast from being plundered or ravaged. It would 
ieve bers; because equality would soon cease. It is give direct protection to the coasting trade, which 
nce not to be presumed, that England would attempt | is acknowledged to be more important than any 
this to blockade twelve ships-of-the-line in American | other. It would indireetly protect all your trade 
rree ports by fewer than eighteen of her ships. Now, | —because it would render it the interest of every 
a these vessels could not remain at sea forever— | nation to respect the rights of a people who would 
ne- | they must be relieved—they must be repaired. | not receive in war more injury than they could 
not | For this purpose (without considering the neces- | inflict. 
for | sity of victualling and watering,) eighteen other | It was said in some former debate (I think by 
ae ships would be indispensable. Thirty-six ships- | the Speaker) that the true motive for the injuries i 
v,it | of-the-line, then, would be necessary in order to | which England has done us, was her jealousy of 
| of give England the command of the American seas. | a commercial rival. I believe this to be the gen- 
»m- Could she spare these ? | eral opinion of the Committee. But itis strange 
 t0 To show that she could not, my colleague has | that those who entertain this opinion should ex- 
‘te mentiuned the stations occupied by her squadrons, | pect to obtain an honorable peace without any 
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navalexertion. If Canada be conquered, (as they 
say that in this case it must never be restored,) 
it is not easy to discover any strong inducement 
to peace which England would have in the con- 
sideration that you had got her colony and meant 
to keep it. ‘Tosucceed in negotiation with a rival 
people, you must convince them that they will 
gain.as much as you by the treaty which you 
propose. To terminate your war with England 
honorably, you must show that she will lose as 
weil as you by its continuance. But when your 
whole trade—your foreign and your coasting 
trade, are destroyed, (and withouta naval force it 
seems to me that they must be,) what argument 
would your most dextrous negotiator employ to 
show that the loss of England would be equal to 
your own from the continuance of the war? 
What equivalent would he offer her for the re- 
storation of that commerce which peace would 
give you? What passion or what interest on her 
part would he oppese to that commercial jealousy 
which the war would gratify but would not sa- 
tiate ? | know not; but if the resources of the coun- 
try be employed prudently, economically, vigor- 
ously, in the acquisition of a naval force ; the com- 
mand of your own seas obtained; our coasting 
trade protected ; the West India trade of your en- 
emies threatened—then, indeed, you may nego- 
tiate on equal terms. You may obtain respect 
for your flag without sending a national ship then 
in every sea of Europe and Asia, and will be paid 
in return for the safety which peace with you 
must give to the trade of England with her colo- 
nies. Your war will then have been honorable ; 
your peace will be secure. 

Mr. Law said: Being in favor of the bill now 
under consideration, | beg leave to express my 
sentiments, and state the reasons in support of 
my opinion; and the only pledge I shall offer to 
the House, for their. attention, is, that I shall not 
occupy much of their time. . 

This bill, sir, embraces two objects—one re- 
lates to the repairs and equipment of the ships of 
the United States now out of service—the other 
contemplates the building of ten additional frig- 
ates, and laying the foundation of a new Naval 
Establishment. The view which I entertain of 
this subject, does not arise from its connexion 
with that system which grows out of what is 
called the present crisis, or putting the nation in 
armor for war, as reported by the Committee of 
Foreign Relations; but. from a conviction, that, 
as an abstract question or matter of general policy, 
I deem it for the interest and security of the Uni- 
ted States, to begin the Establishment of a Navy, 
to be perpetuated and extended hereafter—and, 
because | believe it may be accomplished, to the 
extent at present proposed, from the ordinary 
means we ought to possess, without adding any 
new burdens on the citizens. In order to decide 
whether it is for the interest of the United States, 
We must examine, and see how it is connected 
with the great and essential interest of the coun- 
try. The basis of our national wealth is agri- 
culture; the real substance of the nation is drawn 
from the earth. This arises from the great and 
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extensive territory which we possess, thinly set- 
tled, low in price, of an excellent soil, capable 
from its fertility and variety of climes, of afford- 
ing produce of every kind. in the greatest abun- 
dance. The surplus of all is wanted in other 
countries, where nature has been less bountify - 
and it must be a great while before the labor of 
our citizens ean be diverted extensively into other 
channels-—I mean manufactures. This isa condi- 
tion in which we ought to rejoice, for the causes. 
which bind us ijn this necessity, are those which 
tend to preserve the morals, the happiness, and 
the independence of the nation. And until our 
lands are taken up, and population becomes re- 
dundant, the basis of our national wealth must be 
the farming interest. But, sir, in a country so 
blessed by nature; where the inhabitants have 
the greatest stimulus to industry, the fruits of 
their labor secured by just and equal laws; where 
the property cannot be taken from the owner 
without his consent, there will be a vast surplus, 
beyond what the consumption of the country 
requires. Hence, commerce springs up as the 
daughter and handmaid of agriculture. With- 
out commerce, agriculture would languish. With 
it, wealth is consolidated, and industry promoted. 
It diffuses its benign influence, discoverable in 
the splendid and delightful improvements, which 
rejoice the eye of the traveller, throughout the 
country. And it is as unnatural for the farming 
interest to oppress the commercial, as it is for the 
parent to abandon its offspring. ‘They mutually 
cherish and support each other; and, by natural 
sympathy, must be affected by the checks and 
disorders which each may receive. But com- 
merce must be protected. It cannot protect itself 
against force. Being carried on abroad on the 
ocean, (for I am speaking of foreign commerce.) 
it is subject to annoyance, interruption, and hiaz- 
ard. We must pass the common highway of 
nations to get to a market; and in this route, the 
weak and defenceless must, and always will, be 
the sport and prey of the strong and violent, whom 
they may meet in the way. From the wretched 
state of those nations with whom we have inter- 
course, we, from weakness, must fall victims to 
their violence. This is an evil which we shall 
always experience as a neutral, comitg in col- 
lision with belligerents., Shall we then abandon 
commerce, or shall we strive to support it? It 
will be for the interest of the country to support 
it, if possible ; for if we abandon it, the evil will 
recoil on the agricultural part, who, no longer 
than foreign commerce is supported, can find a 
vent for their surplus; and without a vent for 
the surplus, a bare competency might be endan- 
ered. Internal commerce would always fail, 
or that, being but a stream from foreign com- 
merce, must dry when the fountain from whence 
it issues fails, Enterprise ceases, and langour and 
poverty ensue. It is then for the interest of the 
nation to cherish commerce. But how can this 
be done? Will a navy have this effect? I think 
it will. Indeed, if the little Navy which was 
commenced some years ago, had been supported 
and increased as it might have been without any 
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difficulty, we might, and_in all probability should, |.apy other, the assault must be by sea. This is 
have avoided our, present calamities. We are/{ the only avenue to our territories which we need 
now the defenceless, prey of both France and |:dread. Our soil cannot be defended without 
England ; deprived of the common rights of na- | some naval force, and defence is all we ought to 
tions and citizens of the world. Will it then be | Sepine to. The'liberty of the country can never 
asked, shall. we not go to war and fight our way ? | be.endangered by this species of strength. 

| have already tecerded my. hegative on the sevr We ought not, sir, to look. at the present time 
eral questiqns preparatory to that step, and Lam | only. » Imagine what our condition may be some 
decidedly against going to. war. We have not} years hence. By nourishing our resources, and 
the means necessary, and unsuccessful resistance | preserving our neutrality, we must grow to bea 
will only make our condition worse. 1 verily | great people, while other nations are mouldering 
believe, if this mation had fostered our infant; away, and while the two mighty Kingdoms 
Navy, from the time it.was commenced, and | which now agitate and distress the whole civil- 
had not, by a,strange infatuation, abandoned and | ized world, must, if the conflict continue, be 
neglected it, it would now have been too, impor-| dashed in pieces. This is no yain imagination. 
tant’ to be despised, by either Franee or Eng- | Other nations, as powerful, and as strong, have 
jand. - Our prosperity would have continued: | passed away. It is the course of nature. What 
Our strength would have been dreaded, and .our | will be the consequences, which may grow out 
friendship courted by both nations. . While they | of that event? The European world will then 
have been contending for the mastery, we, with | present a new order of things. And what will 
such naval force as we ought to have had, anda | guard us from the rapine and violence which 
strict course of neutrality, might.haye pursueda {| may follow from their downfall? When those 
lawful and gainfal trade. .We might have had | nations shalt be free from the control which now 
a perpetual revenue of*sixteen millions, instead |,confines, and, in some measure, restrains them, 
of the pittance now received at the Lreasury. .I | pirates, buccaneers, and corsairs, will cover the 
believe, that with the navy we might have had, | ocean,in pursuit of plunder.. Our very bays and 
and a correct. strict neutral course,there would | rivers may afford security to freebooters. We 
have been neither Berlin and, Milan Decrees, | shall be cursed and vexed with their marauding ; 


nor Orders in Council,.to annoy our lawful com-,| And may be overwhelmed in the general deluge, in 
merce. consequence of neglecting to prepare the ark in 


But it is ndw too Jate to retrieve our past mis. }season. 

fortunes, We can only. profit by experienee,;and| Of, suppose France conquers England, the 
it will be wise to. guatd against the future, Let) gigantic monster will then sigh for another world, 
usnow lay the foundation-of that. force which | and America is devoured by his cruel jaws. 

can alone protect, us for time to come.  It,will | Or, suppose Great Britain vanquishes France ; 
afford a strong argument whem we demand the| if we have no force, to meet her on her own ele- 
free enjoyment. of our .just rights. I know it | ment, will she not treat us even with less form 
cannot be done in aday,ora year. .But we may | and ceremony than she now does? If we now 
begin to lay the foundation, and .gradually pro- | lay the foundation of a Navy, which will increase 
gress» The number of frigates contemplated by| with our strength, we may ward off these evils. 
the bill is moderate. I have no idea of building | They may, they probably will; come. sooner or 
a navy to cope with Great Britain; but, with | later. 


ten additional frigates, it would afford great secu-| But it is said, if we have a Nawy, we shall be 


rity. to our coast and shores, which are now-de- | tempted to go to war, or be engaged in the con- 
fenceless. . Particular ports and harbors may be |.troversies of other nations; and the example of 
guarded by fortifications’, yet they afford but a| Tyre amd Carthage, and the modern nations of 
partial defence for-our extensive seacoast. With | Europe, have been adduced in support of the ar- 
the aid of such additional strength as the bill pro- |} gument. Sir, all nations. must sooner or later be 
poses, our Navy would be too formidable, in the | engaged in wars. This is incident to all coun- 
way they could be brought to act at.home in de- | tries. It cannot be avoided.. From whence come 
fence of our own shores, not to be regarded with | wars? Not from navies; but from other causes, 
some degree of terror by an invading foe, who, to}.which ever will exist, whether they have navies 
assail as, must cross the Atlantic, and fight at odds | or not. And 80 far from being correct is the ar- 
on our own waters. This force, which might and | gument drawa from this eircumstance, that, I 
ought to be increased gtadually hereafter, with | believe, it will be found by the history of ancient 
our fortifications, and a brave militia spread over |} and modern nations,that those who were pro- 
an extensive country, ready,to defend the soil, | vided with navies were able the longest to pre- 
would, let the state. of Europe be what it may, serve their national existence. They would have 
forbid the approach of a foreign enemy. If we | fallen much earlier without that defence. This 
continue destitute of such means of defence. they | was the case with ancient Tyre, Egypt, Greece, 
may invade our coast without molestation, With | Syracuse,-and Carthage. They indeed fell in 
a Navy, though small, they would approach with | their turn, and were swept away. Mortality is 
diffidence ; and our security from attack would | stamped on nations, as well as individuals. Look 
increase, from the danger which would follow { at Holland and England, among other modern 
from the attempt. We are so situated, that,if| nations. Is the argument true as tothem? Hol- 
ever hostilities exist between this country and |dand, with her navy, was able many years, to be 
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one of the most powerful nations of Europe. | for appropriating $480,000, for the repair of tho 
Without her marine strength, she ‘would have, | vessels of war unfit for servicé, it would perhaps 
long since, been a mere province to some of ‘her | be the most proper time to submit. his opinions, 
ambitious neighbors; her navy, probably, pre- Ihave not, Mr. Chairman, said he, been a listles, 
served her existence many years. Her bane was | hearer of the very ingenious arguments advance) 
communicated on land, and cannot be ascribed to | by’ gentlemen in favor of the report. He had 
her navy. Take Great Britain, the only natiofi ‘however been so unfortunate as to be more cop. 
left—without her fleets, the island would now | firmed in his inclination to vote against the }jj| 
robably be improved asa garden for ‘the great | from attentively weighing these arguments. T), 
mperor. , select committee in their report (for they had re. 
I think therefore, the’ argument, drawn from) ported specially as well as by bill) have saig. 
‘the history of mations, to show that their ruin is | with oracular confidence, that this country js jn. 
hastened by this cause, is not warranted. Let us| evitably destined to become a naval Power, He 
then provide the means, wich may preserve us; | had not, with them, become a fatalist. Though 
or, at least, not omit these means; the neglect of | he was ‘disposed to claim‘a high destiny for hjs 
which may expose us to premature destruction: |‘country, he did not believe that destiny was yet 
We can expect neither justice: nor courtesy from | immutably fixed. He, however, believed the ques. 
nations, further than we can maintain it. Be-|.tion now to be decided must have an influence 
yond that, you demand in’ vain. Sir, have we,| on that destiny, that might at an early day, if 
not the means in our power?’ No nation on | decided affirmatively, obliterate our happy civil 
earth is so well supplied with materials. Every | institutions; if negatively, preserve them long 
article (copper only excepted) neeessary for build- | the best blessings of posterity. Gentlemen, who 
ing and fitting ships for action, is the produce of | have advocated a navalestablishment, havechosen 
our own country. No money is sent abroad for | to consider this bill and report as the furtherance 
materials, “It is all within ourselves. And we of a system already in existence, and that, how. 
can boast of as good workmen asany on earth, | ever short of their wishes the Committee may be 
But, it is said, now is not the time to begin. 1 }dispdsed to g0, they stand prepared to view what 
think now is the very time. Workmen are dut | ever might be done to augment tlre naval force 
of employ, and the services of the best and most | as an evidence of assent to their system, Mr. R. 
skilful men might be engaged-at a reasonable | said, at one time he had ineélined to vote for the 
price. The nation would not be inipoverished ; appropriation of a sum to equip such of the ves. 
for the whole expense of building would still be | sels now out of service as might be found worthy 
among our own citizens. Nothing goes from the | of refittal, But'on discovering it would be con. 
nation. Gentlemen have alarmed us with ‘the, sidered as an acknowledgment that a navy was 
expense of a Navy, and have mentionéd the sum | proper in the Sense it had been brought into view 
annually expended by Great Britain, which is | by the committee, and doubting on better consid: 
said to be equal to fourteen per cent. on the whole | eration whether there’ was not great: likelihood 
amount of exports and imports in that kingdom— | the money would be worse applied in repairing 
and from that infer, that itisa cancer which must | old, than in building new vessels, and feeling : 
consume the nation; The argument, ‘to have | conviction that if these vessels should be deemed 
force, must suppose so much is lost to the nation | worthy of repair, they could not’ be brought into 
annually. The fact is otherwise. This expense }-action in that exigence of war when they could 
is paid by the nation to its subjects,and is still) be useful, as in that case land defence must te 
among them. And is it not a fact, that, with all | resorted to and the consequent expence incurred, 
this continued expense, she: never was richer or | he should feel it his duty to vote against this ap- 
more flourishing than at the present time? prapriation. 
I shall not go into minute calculation as to our| |The gentleman from Connecticut over the way 
means. I wish only to advert: to the report of | (Mr. Law) had called the attention of the Con: 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the present session. | mittee to’a recollection of facts, which in that 
In this, he states, that, with the ordinary revenue, | gentleman’s view Went to show, if a former policy 
such as we have had, we might, over and above | had not been abandoned, we might now have ap- 
all our expenses and debts as they were when the'| peared in such force on the ocean as would enable 
report was made, have a surplus of four millions | us to redress our manifold injuries, and perhaps 
annually, which is more than adequate to the | have allowed us to have escaped the present crisis. 
objects proposed in the bill. I thank the gentleman, said Mr. R., for this inti- 
or these*reasons, and others which have been | mation. It is true that it is not the first time this 
offered, believing, as I do, that it would be for | question’ has claimed the consideration of the 
the interest and security. of the United States to| Legislative Councils of the nation. If the gen- 
establish a Navy, to be continued and augmented | tleman’s policy had not been abandoned, the 
hereafter, and that we have the means within | $46,000,000 of debt that*has been extinguished 
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ourselves, without adding any new burdens on| might have becn converted into a navy, that must | 


the citizens, I shall vote for the bill. have pledged us to Britain as long as her powet 

Mr. Roserts observed, that there appeared to| Was greater than ours. While the policy we are 
be.a disposition in the Committee to take the ques- | speaking of was pursued, though a time of peace, 
tion on the filling the blank in the first section | aggregated millions were added to the public debt, 
without further debate. As he could not vote} and a system of taxation introduced that noth- 
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ing but a war could have justified. If the aban- 
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| been limited by the dispensing security of the 


dooment of such a policy excites the gentleman’s | times and the want of revenue. In this position 


regret; 1 cannot, said Mr. R. join him in regret- 


ting It. ' 

ti has been observed that the Constitution has 
invested Congress with power to regulate com- 
merce, to provide and maintain a navy, &c. 
There is nothing, said Mr. R. imperative in this. 
It was necessary in a general grant of powers 
to insert mavy items to be ‘left to the sound dis- 
cretion of Congress, to use or ndt to use. Soon 
after: the Government came into operation, it be- 
came a favorite object with one set of politicians 
toform a navy. On the occasion of our com- 
merce being depredated upon by the Barbary cor- 
sairs, the question first came up. It became a 
matter of ‘deliberation whether a peace should 
be purchased of them with money and presents; 
whether some European Power should be sub- 
sidized to keep a few frigates on that station, or 
whether a naval force should be equipped for the 
purpose (as alleged) of enabling the President to 
negotiate to better effect, The party with whom 
I have always found it my duty to act, said Mr, 
R., opposed, on that occasion, the commence- 
ment of a navy system, when it was invited un- 
der ciroumstances so specious. They were, how- 
ever, in the minority. The ships of war were 


he could not agree with them. Since 1801 he 
had thought the system had been abandoned. He 
was, therefore, less disposed to take it up, after it 
had been put down by his political brethren with 
such mature deliberation. 

The gentlemen, said Mr. R., who had spoken 
in. favor of the report-and bill, all seemed disposed 
to consider agriculture and commerce as insepara- 
bly connected.. This he admitted willingly. It 
seemed to be admitted by the whole House. For 
what, he asked, have such armies been voted, and 
such sums appropriated for the purchase of the 
munitions of war? To protect our commercial 
rights and compel the observance of them. For 
this end the nation was about to wage war. The 
question to settle, said Mr. R., is, how shall the 
war be carried ons This question. however, has 
been determined. He was willing to consider 
this as a part of a system of general defence; but 
in doing so he did not feel any bias to particular 
interests. The defence of his country was his 
only object. 

Taking gentlemen at their word, that by build- 
ing additional frigates the public defence would 
be better secured, he could not think with the gen- 


| tleman from South Carolina (Mr. Lownpes) this 


voted—with what effect on the Algerines, he did | was the time to build them. If, said he, I am 


pot stop toinquire. If this opposition to the com- 


‘mencement of a Naval Establishment was. wrong 


in the minority, their suceessors ought not to 
follow them; but‘if it should be foand that they 
weré'right, the ground ought never. to be quitted. 
The question of inéreasing the Navy was again 
discussed in the celebrated times of 98-9. The 
collisions with Franee had raised the war fever 
very high. A navy was vociferously contended 


justified in refusing assent to au appropriation for 
the repair of the disabled frigates, because they 
could not be got ready for. the war, that objection 
would lié. much more strongly against building 
new ones. It mast. be impossible to get them 
ready for the war about to commence. While 


| you are building your navy, can it be imagined 


Great Britain will be inattentive tothe object of de- 
stroying whatships you now have? The bombard- 


for as the most efficient means of defence. It was | ment of Copenhagen does not» warrant the con- 
P s 


when things were in this state, that the President, 
in his reply to the Marine Society of Boston, who 
had with much fervor tendered him their appro- 
bation of his measures, hoped to see the wooden 
walls of America considered as her best defence. 
Because Athens, when she was invaded by the 
hosts of Xerxes, had chosen to interpret the oracle 
that promised her safety in wooden walls, ration- 
ally, America. must take the same course, how- 
ever dissimilarly situated. The people of Attica, 
inhabiting a circumscribed territory, found safety 
in their fleet, ‘and they could have found it no 
where else. But.such cannot be the case with 
America. Even the hosts of Xerxes could not 
make it necessary for the American people to quit 
theit territory—the figure would not hold. On 
this occasion, too, the Republican party consist- 
ently opposed a navy } strange blindness and ob- 
stinaey, if they were not-sustained by reason’as 
well as principle. On this oceasion, the supporters 
of a navy system were ‘a majority in council. 
For a moment they succeeded with their. mea- 
sures, But the public councils were soon filled 
by the people with men of other minds, and the 
question was put to rest. 

The select committee, said Mr. R., have said 
a naval system is now in existence which has 


clusion, Your-present vessels of war must either 
remain underyour batteries, or run imminent 
hazard of destruction. It must, therefore, be im- 
possible now to form a navy. If it ever be done, 
it must be the work of peace. The jealousy of 
your enemy will be excited to the highest pitch 
by your attempting at this time to build a navy. 
Thiough this channel he can annoy you more 
successfully than through any other. He will 
exert every effort to crush your marine before it 
acquires strength. In a-war of finance, he will 
obtain advantages in this way that he can get in 
(no other. But,,said Mr. R.,; the resolution in 


what way we will fight our enemy is taken, and. 


| it would be wise to exert’the best energies of the 
State to give effect to that resolution, 

The head of the Treasury has informed you, 
Mr. Chairman, it is necessary to recur to all the 
taxes in use in the times when there was a naval 

_ system and a regularly accumulating debt. His 
| plan of finance is not more than sufficient to meet 
current demands. .The extraordinary purposes 
must be provided for by loans of an extent equal 
to the means from which they can be furnished. 
| To add millions to this expenditure for the build- 
ing of ships of war, which, without supernatural 
| aid, cannot be ready for service at the proper 
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time, would seem to be a measure too adverse to arrangements for an attack on the British colo- 


the public interest to admit of support. 
While gentlemen pretend to hold commerce as 
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nies (an undertaking admitted by all they are 
competent to) a hope may be indulged that that 


the younger twin sister of agriculture, and to Government will beawakened to her true interests, 
identify our whole: population in one interest, | and that she will cease to, violate our national 


they maintain their argument, as if our citizens 
on the maritime frontier had interests separate 
from those in the interior. The chairman of 
the select committee Mr. Cueves) has spoken of 
the ruin of our seaports as. the consequence of 
not building a navy. If it be true that the agri- 
culturist and merchant have a common and in- 
separable interest, as gentlemen have assumed,. 
they must share in-common prosperity or be. in- 
volved in common distress. Can it, then, be 
right in the seaports to claim an exemption from 
common participation in public calamity ? Gen- 
tlemen will not say there has appeared any disin- 
clination in the agricultural representation to 
afford ample and efficient protection to the sea- 

orts. They must be defended by land means or 
be abandoned. Toequipa navy, if right in prin- 
ciple, is utterly impossible. The gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. Lownpes) has supposed two 
seventy-fours stationed off New York by our 
enemy, and asks, have we any naval foree now 
that could dislodge them ? He apprehended the 
people of that city would find means to do it, if 





rights. In the failure, however, of a realization 
of this hope, it is particularly necessary not to 
‘dissipate our ~ways and means in the early 
stages of the war on the useless projectof a navy, 

entlemen have considered this subject on its 
general principles and remote consequences. [p 
this point of view, said Mr. R., it presents a wide 
field for reflection.. The chairman (Mr: Curves) 
has. complained he has had to meet this subject 
encumbered withmuch errorand many prejudices; 
among: which is the idea that. a naval system js 
prejudicial to civil liberty...The opposers of a 
navy, with an air of no small triumph, are called 
upon to show how a system of maritime power 
would endanger the freedom of our country. [i 
has been said, a military chieftain, by an easy 
transition, may become a civil ruler, and that the 
commander of an army has often become a des- 
pot, while no such evént eould happen froma 
naval commander, as such an office gave .no pow- 
er on terra firma. If we look a little deeper 
intothe subject, we shall find we have as much 
to fear, and even more, fromra naval than a mil- 


on applying to the Government for protection, | itary power., The latter ean only be kept in 
they should not obtain it.) From this source he |time of war, and. for comparatively but short 
anticipated much’ evil as derivable. If the gen-'| periods ; at.a time too, when the public spirit is 
tleman’s supposition should. be realized, it will | awakened and ready to oppose encroachment. 
not be the people of New York only, but all those | The chair of rule may possibly be gained by a 


.ish American continental colonies can be but a 


connected with her in commercial intercourse 
that will, in such a case, be put to inconvenience. 
In the event of war, the harbor of New, York may 
be blocked up by such a force as the Navy which 
the gentleman is so anxious to .equip could not 
dislodge. Calamities arising out of a state of 
war must be borne, and if the Government ex- 
tends the protection within. its means to every 
portion of its citizens, ‘we may surely look.for 
that virtue in every quarter that will submit to 
ills that are incident to all. 

We have become embroiled with Great Britain, 
said Mr. R., not by our own seeking, nor by any 
fault of ours. The American people can have no 
wish for war with any nation. Reduced to the 
alternatives of resistance or submission, it has be- 
come a duty:to consider how resistance may be 
made more effectual. The chairman of the se- 
lect committee (Mr. Cueves) has said the Brit- 


secondary object in a war with Britain; they 
will become ours in any event sooner or later. 
In this opinion, said Mr. R., I do not feel disposed 
to unite; for if he should be correct in’his pre- 
dictions at last, Britain may through these colo- 
nies first inflict deep wounds on this Union. In 
the gentleman’s solicitude for a naval power he 
seems to forget we have more immediate interests. 
It is to be devoutly’ wished the war may be ended 
before twelve seventy-fours and twenty frigates 
could be constructed, if the materials were at hand 
and the keels immediately laid. When Congress 
shall have determined and made the necessary 


Se ene gt eeepc 


tnilitary ehief ; but an attempt on the public lib- 
erty lias a much greater chanee to fail. Evils of 
this sort can only take place on a very rare con- 
tingency; but the ruin of the-publie liberty can 
hardly fail. to be a.consequence~of the establish- 
ment of a naval power. -History proves to us 
that maritime power has always excited national 
ambition to a spirit of conquest and plunder. A 
naval-power will seek colonies and ports in distant 
places, The chance, vay, the certainty, of colli- 
sions, with other nations, is multiplied, and a cor- 
ruption of morals is produced, that cannot fail to 
make the first Government on-earth a tyranny, by 
a course of events that. the patriot can neither 
prevent nor divert to other consequences. A 
short time after Athens had found safety in her 
wooden walls, one of her statesmen proposed she 
should burn the-fleets of her neighbors, that she 
might thereby. be rendered mistress of Greece. 
This project the virtue of the peaple resisted ; but 
that .virtue soon gave way in the.expedition to 
the Cyclades, where-her navy committed acts of 
violence that must indelibly fix the stain of the 
blackest perfidy-and. cruelty .on the Athenian 
character. What could be amore unprovoked 
act ofaggression than her crusade against Syra- 
cuse, a crime that visited her with a declension 
of power from which she never recovered? For 
a nation to believe her destinies fixed, is in a great 
measure to fix them. Nothing, perhaps, contrib- 
uted more to make Rome the mistress of the 
world, than the oracles that promised it. Her 
heroes and statesmen were stimulated thereby to 
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fulfil her destiny. The maritime supremacy of 
Britain is, perhaps, owing as much to the belief 
that she is the destined Queen of the Waters, as 
toany othercause. Though ‘such operations be 
calculated ‘to bring about astonishing effects, how 
unfortunate is it when a nation’s eyes are thus 
directed to improper attainments—it becomes a 
source of incalculable evil... Athens and Rome 
were the victims of such a policy, as Britain is 
at this time. I fervently hope, said Mr. R., fora 
better destiny for our beloved country. Rome 
and Carthage were both great maritime’ Powers ; 
it was not in Lybia and Italy they begun to con- 
tend for superiority, butin Sicily and Iberia. The 
conflicts thence arising brought terror to the gates 
of Rome, and laid Carthage in ashes. The abuse 
of maritime power in both those States changed 
the free features of their government, and left a 
dreary deSpotism in their stead. A naval victory 
secured to the second Cesar the rule of the mis- 
tress of the world. In later times, we have been 
told, said Mr. R., the declension of maritime 
States has been due to other causes than. their 
Naval Establishments. In some instances it may 
have been so. When the strength and power of 
a State has arisen entirely from the profits of 
commerce, when that commerce has taken ano- 
ther course, the transitory splendor it has built up 
has vanished. Venice was an example of this. 
The commerce of the East caused her to rise out 
of the circumscribed and marsiy islands at the 
bottom of the Adriatic, the proud Mistress of the 
Waves. When the Cape of Good Hope had been 
doubled by the Portuguese, her commercial ad- 


vantages failed. She sunk from the conqueror | 


of the Eastern Empire toa mere city of Italy and 
Portugal; a narrow territory, by the same com- 
merce, assumed the first rank among the nations 
of the world. - A naval power may serve some- 
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| America. She has reduced the ocean almost to 


| a desert; and she seems hastening to that destiny 
which has generally attended her predecessors in 
naval power through her ambition to rule the 
waves. 

Gentlemen propose to protect commerce on this 
side the Gulf Stream, yet admit’if our vessels are 
despoiled on the Indian Océan, we must apply 
retaliation in the West Indies. The Gulf Stream 

| limitation is at onee given up; a new expedition 
to the Cyclades is in that case to take place. 
| Begin your conquests in the West Indies, and 
you must increase your navy to acquire and de- 
| fend them. It is at onee an admission that naval 
| power must be used more for ambition than the 
protection of commerce and our territorial waters. 
| But, what is worse, as you acquire colonies and 
| ships you must create armies. The hands of the 
| Executive, restricted and elective as it is, in the 
| United States, became thence armed with a scep- 
| tre formidable indeed, and the more so as it ac- 
| quires this strength without producing the shock 
to public feeling which the seizure of power bya 
military leader will always excite. It has been 
said, (said Mr. R.,) that the existence of Great 
Britain hung upom her navy in the contest in 
which she is nowengaged. If her fate hangs sus- 
pended by her naval power, she owes her peril to 
that source. Without her maritime strength, 
would she have aspited to balance the scales of 
power on the Continent? Would she have be- 
come a party to the infamous conspiracy of Pil- 
nitz? Would she have wantonly plotted the dis- 
memberment of France? Would she have bro- 
ken the peace of Amiens whence her present dan- 
gers arise ?. Certainly not. 
On the article of cost, said Mr. R., it is of little 
| importance whether the army or navy of Great 
Britain is most burdensome on ter finances, though 





times toextend commerce to wider limits; but it | it has been dwelt upon with particular emphasis, 
ean by no means control it with certainty to | nor whether an army be. more expensive in every 
channels through which nature, and often the | case, than a navy. Armies ate a necessary con- 
policy of other nations, bid ‘it to flow. What is | sequence of navies, Has not the British army 


the state of British commerceat this time? The 
rupture of the peace of Amiens did not arise from 
Britain having received injuries from France 
after the cessation of hostilities. The new war 
was acommercialone. The British Cabinet saw, 
in a state of peace, France would: not be un- 
mindful of her commercial interests, The intel- 
ligence, the enterprise, the population, and the 
resources of Franee, all indicated that she would 
at least divide successfully the profits of com- 
merce with her rival. The naval power of Brit- 
ain giving her the command of the sea, she could 
oppose only with effect the growing ecommerce 
of her neighbor inastate of war. This step of 
British policy imposed-on the ruler of France the 
necessity of changing the channels of commerce. 
In this way he has aimed.a blow at the vitals of 
her strength, which her tremendons naval power 
neither enables her to avert nor lessen its force. 
Her marine puts the trident into her hands, but 
she can no longer shake the earth. Her monop- 
olizing spirit has séaled the continent of Europe 
against her, and interdicted her commerce with 


increased with equal pace with her navy ? 
| The humane mind, said Mr. R., cannot con- 
template without pain, that from naval power 
have flown the most copious streams of human 
miséry. The plunder of half the world, with 
immense advantagesin addition, has not sustained 
the British navy. A debt has been accumulated 
thatalmost baffles the power of figures to estimate. 
But debt, and a prospect of Government insol- 
vency at home, are of much less account than the 
wrongs this navy has wrought on the society of 
nations. And yet it is this Government that is 
held up to Republican America as a model for 
imitation, 

Need I remind you, said Mr. R., of the millions 
of victims sacrificed to commercial cupidity on 
the plains of Hindoston, by means of this navy’? 
A population, thrice as great as that of the Brit- 
ish Isles, has been exterminated in this devoted 
region, within comparatively but a few years, by 
mercantile rapacity. Colonel Dowe informs us, 
that the wealth of one of the cities of this wretched 
country had whetted the avarice of Clive and 
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his associates, and that an offer was made.to the 
Government to pay-the public debt for permis- 
sion to sack it. It was too gross an act of in- 
famy to assent to; and the adventurers. obtained 
their end by other means. A famine and pesti- 
lence was substituted. for the ba onet, and the 
spoils of the devoted city-glutted the hands of ra- 
pine. In this exploit; a shoe-black divided his 
£200,000. Need I remind you, said Mr. R., that 
the population of Afriea has been drained, to groan 
out a wretched existence in the West India colo- 
nies, to prop up this naval and commercial Power, 
or that the remotest. corners of every sea have 


been visited with ihe scourge of blood and deso- | 


lation forthe same purpose? On general princi- 
ples, does not past experience afford sufficient 
warning to these*States to avoid those shoals on 
which so many nations have been wrecked 2 

Mr. Chairman, under no view. which I have 
been able to take of this subject, considering it 
either as the furtherance of a system of naval 
power, to be expanded with the growing strength 
of the Union to gigantic size, or that it is a pro- 
per time for providing a temporary increase’ of 
naval force, can I agree, said Mr. R., to the bill on 
your table. 

When Mr: Rozervs had concluded, the Com- 
mittee rose, and had leave to sit again. 





Wepnespay, January 22. 

Another member, to.wit: Wittiam M. Ricn- 
ARDSON, from Massachusetts, appeared, produced 
his credentials, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Morrow presented a petition of Dennis 
Clark, of the State of Ohio, praying further time 
to complete the payment for a tract of land pur- 
chased of the United States.—Reférred to the 
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ments, overturned the ancient landmarks, and Car- 
ried disorder.and distress into almost every quarter of 
the European world, the citizens of New Jersey have 
surveyed the destructive progress of this war of ambi. 
‘tion on the one side,.and of mercantile monopoly on 
the other, not only as men commiserating the suffer. 
ings of others, but with a view to the consequences on 
the safety and happiness. of America. ‘The aN Xious 
solicitude manifested by the General Government, to 
| observe an impartial neutrality, in relation to the bel. 








; ligerent nations, has, at ‘all times, met the decided ap. 
probation of the Government and citizens of Now 
Jersey. 


It was confidently hoped that this line of conduct 





| would have secured to our country the complete ob- 
servance of the acknowledged laws of civilized nations, 
| Or, at least, have protected the persons and property of 
our Citizens from’ outrageous violence. It was, there. 
fore, not- without emotions of astonishment and indig. 
nation that they saw the tio great belligerent Euro- 
| pean Powers set at defiance the public daw of nations, 
| by commencing a wanton, unprovoked attack upon 

the property and persons of our citizens on the high 
Laan This indignation was increased by the insults 
‘offered to an enlightened nation in the pretexts as- 
| signed as the causes.of this violence. The danger and 
impolicy of waging war against all Europe at once 
justified the course pursued by the General Government, 
of remonstrance, negotiation, and commercial restric- 
tions. It has now beconie a subject of some consola- 
tion, that one of the great belligerent nations has re- 
ceded from her hostility, ceased -to violate our neutral 
rights, made assurance of future amity, and the obser- 





| vance of the laws of nations, and thereby left America 


a single antagonistto contend with, one against whom 
she has already measured her strength. 


In contemplating the evils inflicted. on our country 
by Great Britain, the Legislature of New Jersey dis- 
claim bringing into calculation the injuries suffered in 


Committee on the Public Taide | the Revolutionary war; these having been magnani- 


NEW JERSEY RESOLUTIONS. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presivent or tae Unirep States: 
To the Senate and House of ~ | 
Representatives of ihe United States : | 
At the request of the Legislature of New Jersey, I 
communicate. to Congress copies of its resolutions, 
transmitted by the Governor of that State. 


JAMES MADISON. 
Wasutnxeron, January 22,1812. 


Lretstature or New Jersey, 
House of Assembly, Jan. 13, 1812. 
Whereas, in cases of great national concern, in- | 
volving, in their consequences, the interests, the rights, 
and the welfare, as well of the future as of the present 
generation, it cannot fail to be useful ‘and acceptable 
to those intrusted with the National Government, to 
be made acquainted with the deliberate opinion of | 
every portion of the Union, the members of the Legis- 
lature of New Jersey, at this momentous crisis-in our 
national concerns, think it a duty incumbent. on them 
publicly to express, as well the sense of the Legislature, 
as the known feelings and sentiments of the citizens 
of the State they represent. 
In contemplating the convulsive stru 
within the last twenty years, broken 








| our carrying trade, 


ggles that have, | mate commerce 
up the Govern, | avowed by the B 


mously buried in the Treaty of 1783. Nor. do they 
take into account the alleged instigation of the savages 
to hostilities on our frontier settlements, the facts not 
being officially ascertained and declared. - They leave 
out also the insult to the American flag, in the attack 
on the Chesapeake frigate, that having been amicably 
adjusted. Nor would they, at this time, think proper 
to complain of the refusal of Great Britain to accede 
to the desires of the civilized world, of ameliorating the 
evils of war, by adopting, as a rule, that free ships 
make free goods. Even if the controversy between tie 
two countries arose solely out of the interruption of 
although they consider that trade 

founded on a perfect, indisputable right,/which ought 
never to be yielded by treaty, yet policy might suggest 
the propriety of sleeping over the injuries arising from 
the deprivation of the exercise of this right for a time. 
But the two followin 


& causes of complaint, on 
which America and Grea 


t Britain are at issue, are of 


) SO unquestionable a nature as to leave no doubt or 


hesitation on the mind: First. Thé abominable prac- 
tice of impressing native American seamen while in 
the pursuit of a lawful commerce, forcing them on 
board their ships of war, and compelling them, under 
the lash, to fight against nations with whom we are at 
peace, and-even against their own country. 

Second. The depredations committed on the legiti- 
of America, it being now openly 
ritish Government that an American 
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puilt ship, owned, by the citizens of the United States» the Navy Committee, whether there was timber 
navigated by native American seamen; laden with | on hand sufficient for building the frigates pro- 
the growth and manufacture of the United | posed, besides what had been provided for build- 
States, not contraband of war, bound to a belligerent | ing seventy-fours; because, if the Government had 
rt, which is neither invested nor blockaded, is sub-| not seasoned timber on hand sufficient for the 
ject, by the orders of the British Government, to| purpose, he should vote against building them, as 
seigure and condemnation, both ship and cargo; the |-he had no idea of building them out of green 
ruin of individuals, and the destruction of commerce, | 4; mber 1 "5 
‘ 


evidence the rigid execution of these orders. | Mr. Cueves said, i 2 at 
ms a . a q , in’ answer to the inquiry of 
This flagitious conduct of the rulers of Great Britain ‘the gentleman from North Carolina, he could 


needs no comment; it is too notorious to be denied, 
too palpable to be susceptible of explanation, and too | on repeat what he had before stated, that the 
atrocious for palliation or excuse. The answers to| @OVermment Is not jn possession at present of 


the reasonable remonstrances of our Government have Seasoned timber; and, from the lamentable ne- 
only added insults.to injuries, by: assuming positions | glect which had been shown to this establish- 
at variance with reason, justice, and the public laws; ™ment,it is not in the power, of Government to 
in consequence of which further negotiation becomes procure timber of the best kind; but timber can 
idle and vain. It only remains for the constituted au- | be obtained of a quality superior to any of which 
thorities of the Union to guide the destinies of a, the present frigates are built. There are certain 
numerous, brave, and powerful nation, by marking out’ large pieces, not to be found among the timber 
its future course; that, in doing this, they may rely | used for the building of merchant vessels, which 
with confidence on the support of New Jersey. will be wanting. ‘There is timber sufficient on 

Be it resolved, by the Legislative Council and Gen-'| hand for building four seventy-four gun ships; 


| eral Assémbly of the State of Néw Jersey, That, at | and sufficient can be procured for the frigates, 


this important crisis in our national concerns, the Gov- | except the pieces which he had mentioned. 
ernment Of New Jersey entertain a full and perfect) \y- Rupa being willing that the vessels on 
. g g s 


4 ‘ 3 : aoa 
ae re = ripeondl Se roan aoe Sa _ hand should be repaired, he had voted for the ne- 
Seat a r epresenrarives or. | cessary sum for this purpose; but not being very 


United States of America, and hereby most solemnly | ; : ia : ; 
assure the National Government that New Jersey will | fond of water animats of the size described in the 
| second section of the bill, he moved to strike 


readily accord in any measures whieh it may, in its | ; : 
wisdom,.think proper to adopt for the redress of °Ut that seetion, and would offer his reasons for 
national wrongs. That they cordially approve the re- | doing so. : : 
commendation of the President of the United Statesto| If the United States were authorized to build 
both Houses of Congress, admonishing them to put | these frigates, they could not be done in time for 
the nation in armor. That, in case the Government | the present emergency. And, if he understood 
of the United States shall eventually determine to re- , the gentleman from South Carolina rightly, there 
sist, by force, the lawless aggressions committed by the | is no seasoned timber on hand fit for building 
British nation on the persons and property of our citi- | these frigates; and the United States had suffered 
zens, this Legislature, in behalf of. themselves, and the sufficiently already by building the former frigates 
citizens of New Jersey, whose representatives they are, | of unseasoned timber. . Mr. R. did not wish to see 
pledge themselves to the nation to render to the Gen-! jhe United States a great naval power, equal to 
eral Government all the aid, assistance, and support in | any nation on aa indie, ba seeall be bor 
their power, and will, with readiness, perform all the | PY to see all the armed ships of the world on fire. 


pr eae them in = eon of Sate | hey have been uniformly destructive. of com- 
undertaken ior e common defence and general we 4 merce and human happiness. 


fare. ee a , 
Mr. Smite was in favor of striking out this 
Resolved, That His Excellency, the Governor, be | oan of the bill. .He ever had md and- he 


a > eat, ef ba foregoing cs me | believed ever should be, against this country be- 
resident of the Unite tates, with a request that he | . , . . J 
would be pleased to communicate a copy to each | ages Lp erhlge Power. — IL qgeabe se WEF; 
branch of the National Legislature. | we shall have occasion for all the resources we 


Resolved, That His Excellency, the Governor, be | Can raise, without expending oe ers ae ob- 
also requested to transmit a copy to each of our Sena- | Jects not immediately necessary ; besides, the sum 


tors and Representatives in Congress. | now asked for is only an entering wedge. When 
: | members wish to carry a favorite measure, they 
NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. never ask for the whole sum wanted at once, but 


The House again went into a Committee of | just as muchas they think they can get; and the 
the Whole on the bill concerning the Navy. The | work being begun, it must hereafter be finished. 
question on filling up the blank in the section | It is true that our resources are considerable ; but 
which provides for'repairing the vessels on hand,| the Government cannot draw more from the 
with four hundred and eighty thousand dollars, | people than they are willing to pay ; and it will 
was carried by a large majority. | be found that the taxes will be sufficiently heavy 

The next section provides for the building of | without this navy, 
—— additional frigates. Mr. Cuay (the Speaker) rose to present his 


Mr. Cueves moved to fill the blank in the bill, | views on the bill before the Committee. He said 
designating the number of frigates to be built, | that as he did not precisely agree in opinion with 
with the word ¢en, any gentleman who had spoken, he should take 

Mr. BuackLeder inquired of the chairman of| the liberty of detaining the Committee a few mo- 
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ments while he offered to their attention some 
observations. He was highly gratified with the 
temper and ability with which the discussion had 
been hitherto conducted. It was honorable to 
the House, and, he trusted, would continue to be 
manifested on many future occasions. 

On this interesting topic a diversity of opinion 
has existed almost ever since the adoption of the 
present Goyernment. On the one hand there 
appeared to him to have been attempts made to 
precipitate the nation into all the evils of naval 
extravagence, which had been productive of so 
much mischief in other countries; and, on the 
other, strongly feeling this mischief, there has 
existed an unreasonable prejudice against pro- 
viding such a competent naval protection for our 
commercial and maritime rights as is demanded 
by their importance, and as the increated ré- 
sources of the country amply justify. 

The attention of Congress has been invited to 
this subject by the President in his Message de- 
livered at the opening of the session. Indeed, 
had it been wholly neglected by the Chief Magis- 
trate, from the critical situation of the country, 
and nature of the rights proposed to be'vindi- 
cated, it must have pressed itself upon our atten- 
tion. But,said Mr.C., the President, in his Message, 
observes: “Your attention will, of course, be 
‘ drawn to such provisions on the subject of our 
‘ naval force as may be required for the service 
‘to which it is best adapted. _I submit to Con- 
‘ gress the seasonableness also of an authority to 
‘augment the stock of such materials as are im- 
‘ perishable in their nature, or may not at once 
Be attainable.” The President, by this reeom- 
mendation, clearly intimates an opinion that the 
naval force of this country is capableof producing 
some effect; and the propriety of laying up im- 
perishable materials was no doubt suggested for 
the purpose of making additions to the navy, as 
convenience and exigencies might direct. 

It appeared to Mr. C. a little extraordinary that 
so much, as it seemed to him, unreasonable jeal- 
ousy should exist against the Naval Establishment. 
If, said he, we look back to the period of the for- 
mation of the Constitution, it will be found that 
no such jealousy was then excited. In placing 
the physical force of the nation at the disposal 
of Congress, the Convention’ manifested much 
greater apprehension of abuse in the power given 
to raise armies than in that to provideanavy. In 
reference to the Navy, Congress is put under no 
restrictions; but with respect to the Army—that 
description of force which has been so often em- 
ployed to subvert the liberties of mankind—they 
are subjected to limitations, designed to prevent 
the abuse of this dangerous power. But it was 
not his intention to detain the Committee by a 
discussion on the comparative atility and safety 
of these two kinds of force. He would, however, 
be indulged in saying, that he thought gentlemen 
had wholly failed in maintaining the position 
they had assumed, that the fall of maritime Pow- 
ers was attributable to their navies. 
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ing, were finally destroyed. But have they shown, 
by 4 train of argument, that their overthrow was 
in any degree. ascribable to their maritime greaj. 
ness? Have they attempted even to show that 
there exists in the nature of this power a neces. 
sary tendency to destroy the nation using it? As. 
sertion is substituted for argument; inferences 
not authorized by historical facts are arbitrarily 
drawn; things wholly unconnected with each 
other are associated together—a very logical mode 
of reasoning! In the same way he could demon. 
strate how idle and absurd our attachments are 
to freedom itself. He might say, for example, 
that Greece and Rome had forms of free govern. 
ment, and that they no longer exist; and deduc- 
ing their fall from their devotion to liberty, the 
conclusion in favor of despotism would very sat- 
isfactorily follow! He demanded what there js 
in the nature and construction of maritime power 
to excite the fears that have been indulged? Do 
gentlemen really apprehend that a body of sea- 
men will abandon their proper element, and, 
placing themselves under an aspiring chief, will 
erect a throne to his ambition? Will they deign 
to listen to the voice of history, and learn how 
chimerical are their apprehensions ? 

But the source of alarm is in ourselves. Gen- 
tlemen fear that if we provide a marine it will 
produce collisions with foreign nations—plunge 
us into war, and ultimately overturn the Consti- 
tution of the country. Sir, if you wish to avoid 
foreign’ collision you had better abandon the 
ocean; surrender all your commerce; give up al! 
your prosperity. It is the thing protected, not 
the instrument of protection, that involves you in 
war. Commerce engenders collision, collision 
war, and war, the argument supposes, leads to 
despotism. Would the counsels be deemed wise, 
of that statesman who should recommend that 
the nation should be unarmed—that the art of 
war, the martial spirit, and martial exercises, 
should be prohibited—and that the great body of 
the people should be taught.that national happi- 
ness was to be found in perpetual peace alone? 
No, sir. And yet every argument in favor of a 
power of protection on land applies, in some de- 
gree, to a power of protection on the sea, Un- 
doubtedly a commerce void of naval’ protection 
is more exposed to rapacity than a guarded com- 
merce ; and if we wish to invite the continuance 
of the old, or enaction of new unjust edicts, let 
us refrain from all exertion upon that element 
where they operate, and where, in the end, they 
must be resisted. 

For his part, Mr. C. said, he did not allow him- 
self to be alarmed by those apprehensions of ma- 
ritime power which’ appeared to agitate other 
gentlemen.. In the nature of our Government 
he beheld abundant security against abuse. He 
would be unwilling to tax the land to support the 
rights of the sea, and was for drawing from the 
sea itself the resources with which its violated 
freedom should at all times be vindicated. Whilst 


They have | this principle is adhered to, there will be no danger 





told you, indeed; that Carthage, Genoa, Venice, | of ranning into the folly and extravagance which 
and other nations, had navies, and, notwithstand- | so much alarms gentlemen ; and whenever it is 


~as =~ Ae eS ee CO 





912 


, 1812, 


hown, 
V Was, 
great. 
W that 
neces. 
? As. 
FEN Ces 
Tarily 
each 
mode 
‘Mon- 
ts are 
mple, 
Vern. 
educ- 
y, the 
Y Sat- 
Pre is 
ower 
} Do 
" sea- 
and, 
will 
leign 
how 


Gen- 
will 
unge 
Nsti- 
void 
the 
p all 
, hot 
u in 
sion 
s to 
vise, 
that 
t of 
ises, 
y of 
ppi- 
ne? 
ofa 
de- 
Un- 
jon 
»m- 
nce 
let 
ent 
ley 


m- 
la- 
ier 
nt 
He 
he 
he 
ed 

Ist 

er 


ch 


913 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 







Naval Establishment. H. or R 


Janvany, 1812. — a , 


abandoned—whenever Congress shall lay bur-| its immense resources, to command respect, and 
densome taxes to angment the Navy beyond what | to vindicate every essential right. When we 
may be authorized by the increased wealth, and | consider our remoteness from Europe, the éx- 
demanded by the exigencies of the-country, the | pense, difficulty, and perils, to which any squad- 
ple will interpose, and, removing their un- | ron would be exposed, stationed ‘off our coasts, he 
worthy representatives, apply the appropriate cor- entertained no doubt that the force to which he 
reetive. Mr. C. could not, then, see any just| referred would insure the command of our own 
round of dread in the nature of naval power. | seas. Such a force would avail itself of our ex- 
i was, on the contrary, free from the evils at- | tensive seaboard and numerous harbors, every- 
tendant upon standing armies. And, the genius | wliere affording asylums to which it could retire 
of our institutions—the great representative prin- | for safety from a superior fleet, or from which it 
ciple, in the practical enjoyment of which we could issue for the purpose of annoyance. To 
are so eminently distinguished—afforded the best | the opinion of his colleague, (Mr. McKeg,) who 
guarantee against the ambition and wasteful ex- appeared to think that it was in vain for us to 
travagance of Government, make any struggle on the ocean, he would oppose 
What maritime strength is it expedient to pro- | the sentiments of his distinguished connexion, the 
vide for the United States? In considering this | heroic Daviess, who fell in the battle of Tippe- 
subject, three different degrees of naval power | canoe. 
present themselves, In the first place, such a [ Here Mr. C. read certain parts of a work 
force as would be capable of contending with | written by Colonel Daviess, in which the author 
that whieh any other nation is able to bring on | atternptys to show that, as the aggressions upon 
the ocean—a force that, boldly scouring every ; Our commerce were not committed by fleets, but 
sea, would challenge to combat the fleets of other | by single vessels, they could in the same man- 
Powers, however great. He admitted it wasim-| net be best_ retaliated ; that a force of about 
possible at this time, perhaps it never would be | twenty or thirty frigates would be capable of in- 
desirable for this country to establish so extensive | flicting great injury on English commerce by 
a Navy. Indeed, he should consider it as mad- | picking up stragglers, cutting off convoys and 
ness in the extreme in this Government to at- | seizing upon every moment of supineness; and 
tempt to provide a Navy capable to cope with the | that Such a force, with our seaports and harbors 
fleets of Great Britain, wherever they might be | well fortified, and aided by privateers, would be 
met. really formidable, and would annoy the British 
The next species of naval power to which he | navy and commerce, as the French army was ta 
would advert is thatywhich, without adventuring assailed in Egypt, the Persian army in Scythia, at 
into distant seas, and keeping generally in our and the Roman army in Parthia.] | Be 
own harbors, and on our coasts, would be comipe- The third description of force worthy of con- 
tent to beat off any squadron which might be at- | sideration is, that which would be able to prevent 
tempted to be permanently stationed in our wa- | any single vessel, of whatever metal, from en- 
ters. His friends from South Carolina (Messrs. dangering our whole coasting trade, blocking up 
Cueves and Lownpes) had satisfactorily shown | out harbors, or laying under contribution our 
that, to effect this object, a force equivalent only | cities; a force competent to punish the insolence 
to one-third of that which the maintenance of | of the commander of any single ship, and to pre- 
such squadron must require would be sufficient. | serve in our own jurisdiction the inviolability of 
That-if, for example, England should determine | our peace and our laws. A force of this kind Is 
to station permanently upon our coast a squadron | entirely within the compass of our means at this 
of twelve ships-of-the-line. it would require for | time. Is there a reflecting man in the nation 
this service thirty-six ships-of-the-line, one-third | who would not charge Congress with a culpable 
in port repairing, one-third on the passage, and | neglect of its duty, if, for the want of such a force, 
one third on the station. But that is a force | a single ship were to bombard one of our cities? 
which it has been shown that even England, with Would not every honorable member of this Com- 
her boasted Navy, could not spare for the Ameri- | mittee inflict on himself the bitterest reproaches, 
can service whilst she is engaged in the present | 'f, by failing to make an inconsiderable addition 
contest. Mr. C. said he was desirous of seeing | to our little gallant Navy, a single British ves- 
such a force as he had destribed, that is, about | sel should place New York under contribution ? 


ee En ,  O 


se 


twelve ships-of-the-line and fifteen or twenty fri- 
gates, provided for the United States; but, he 
admitted that it was unattainable in the present 
situation of the finances of the country. Hecon- 
tended, however, that it was such as Congress 
ought to set about providing, and he hoped, in 
less than ten years, to see it actually established. 
He was far from surveying the vast maritime 
power of Great Britain witn the desponding eye 


| Yes, sir, when the city ts in flames, its wretched 

| inhabitants begin to repent of their neglect in not 

| providing engines and water buckets. If, said 

| Mr. C., we are not able to meet the wolves of the 

| forest, shall we put up with the barking of every 

petty fice that trips across our way? Because 

| we cannot guard against every possible danger, ; 
shall we provide against none? He hoped not. 
He had hardly. expected that the instructing but 


with which other gentlemen beheld it. He could | humiliating lesson was so soon to be forgotten 
not allow himself to be discouraged at the pros- | which was taught us in the murder of Pierce ; 
pect even of her thousand ships. This country | the attack on the Chesapeake; and the’insult of- 
only required resolution, and a proper exertion of | fered in the harbor of Charleston, which the brave 
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old fellow that commanded the fort in vain en- 


deavored to chastise. 


It was a rule with Mr. C., when acting either 
in a public or private character, to attempt noth- 
ing more than what there existed a prospect of 
accomplishing. He was, therefore, not in favor 
of entering into any mad projects on this subject ; 
but for deliberately and resolutely pursuing what 
he believed to be within the power of Govern- 
ment. Gentlemen refer to the period of 1798, 
and we are reminded of the principles majntaip- 
ed by the opposition at that time. Hg had no 
doubt of the correctness of that opposition. The 
naval schemes of that day were premature, not 


warranted by the resources of the country, and 


were contemplated for an unnecessary war into 


which the nation was about to be plunged. He 
always admired and approved the zeal and abil- 
ity with which tiiat opposition was conducted by 


the distinguished gentleman now at the head of 


the Treasury. But the state of things is totally 
altered. What was folly in 1798 may be wisdom 


now. At that time, we had a’revenue only of 


about six millions. Our revenue now, upon a 
supposition that commerce: is restored, is about 
sixteen millions. . The population of the country, 
too, is greatly increased—nearly doubled—and the 
wealth of the nation is, perhaps, tripled. While 
our ability to construct a navy is thus enhanced, 
the necessity for maritime protection is propor- 
tionately augmented. Independent of the exten- 
sion of our commerce, since the year 1798, we 
have had an addition of more than five hundred 
miles to our coast, from the bay of Perdido to the 
mouth of the Sabine—a weak and defenceless ac- 
cession, requiring, more than any other part. of 
our maritime frontier, the protecting arm of Gov- 
ernment. 
The groundless imputation, that those who 
were friendly to a navy were espousing a princi- 
le inimical to freedom,. should not terrify him. 
He was not ashamed when in such company as 
the illustrious author of the “Notes on Virginia,” 
whose Opinions on the subject of a navy, contain- 
ed in that work, contributed to the formation of 
his own. But the principle of a navy, Mr. C. 
contended, was no longer open tocontroversy. It 
was decided when Mr. Jefferson came into power. 
With all the prejudices agatost a navy, which are 
alleged by some to have been then brought into 
the Administration—with many honest prejudi- 
ces, he admitted—the rash attempt was not made 
to destroy the establishment. It was reduced only 
to what was supposed to be within the financial 
capacity of the country. If, ten yearsago, when 
all those prejudices were to be combatted, even 
in time of peace, it was deemed proper by the 
then Administration to retain in service ten frig- 
ates, he put it to the candor of gentlemen to say, 
if now, when we are on the eve of a war, and 
taking into view the actual growth of the coun- 
try, and the acquisition of our coast on the Gulf 
of Mexico, we ought not to add to the Establish- 
ment ? 
Mr. C. said, he had hitherto alluded more par- 
ticularly to the exposed situation of certain parts 
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of the Atlantic frontier. While he felt the deep- 
est solicitude for the safety of New York, and 
other cities on the coast, he would be pardoned 
by the Committee for referring to the interests of 
that section of the Union from .which he came, 
If, said he, there be a point more than any other 
in the United States demanding the aid of naval 
protection, that point is the mouth of the Missis- 
sippi.. What is the population of the Western 
country, dependent upon this single outlet for its 
surplus productions? Kentucky, according to 
the Jast enumeration, has 406,511; Tennessee, 
261,727 ; and Ohio, 230,760. And, when the pop- 
ulation.of the western parts of Virginia and Penn- 
sylvania, and the territories which are drained by 
the Mississippi or its waters, is added, it will form 
an aggregate equal to about one-fifth of the whole 
population of the United States, resting all their 
commercial hopes upon this solitary vent! The 
bulky articles, of which their surplus productions 
consist, ¢an be transported no other way. They 
will not bear the expense of a carriage up the 
Ohio and Tennessee, and across the mountains, 
and the circuitous voyage of the Lakes is out of 
the question. While most other States have the 
option of numerous outlets, so that if one be closed 
resort can be had to others, this yast population 
has no alternative. Close the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi and their export trade is annihilated. He 
called the attention of his Western friends, espe- 
cially his worthy Kentucky friends (from whom 
he felt himself with regret constrained to differ on 
this occasion) to the state of the public feeling in 
that quarter, while the navigation of the Mibssis- 
sippi was withheld by Spain; and to the still 
more recent period when the right of depot was 
violated. The whole country was in. commo- 
tion; and, at the nod of Government, would have 
fallen on Baton Rouge and New Orleans, and 
punished the treachery of a-perfidious Govern- 
ment. Abandon all idea of protecting, by mari- 
time force, the mouth of the Mississippi, and we 
shall have the recurrence of many similar scenes. 
We shall hold the inestimable right of the navi- 
gation of that river by the most precarious tenure. 
The whole commerce of tke Mississippi—a com- 
merce that is destined to be the richest that was 
ever borne by a single stream—is placed at the 
mercy of a single ship lying off the Balize ! 

Again: The convulsions of the new world, still 
more, perhaps, than those of Europe, challenge 
our attention. Whether the ancient dynasty of 
Spain is still to be upheld or subverted, it is ex- 
tremely uneertain, if the bonds connecting the 
parent country with her colonies are not forever 
broken. Whatisto become of Cuba? Will it 
assert independence, or remain the province of 
some European Power? In either case the whole 
trade.of the Western country, which must pass 
almost within gun-shot of the Moro Casile, is 
exposed to danger. It was not, however, of Cuba 
he was afraid. He wished her independent. But, 


suppose England gets possession of that valuable 


island? With Cuba on the south and Halifax 


on the north—and the consequent means of favor- 
ing or annoying the commerce of particular sec- 
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tions of the country, he asked if the most san- | not prepare to protect there your own commerce 
guine among Us would not tremble for the integ- | and to assail his, will he not sweep from the ocean 
rity of the Union? If, along with Cuba, Great | every vessel bearing your flag, and destroy even 
Britain should acquire East Florida,she will have | the coasting. trade? But, from the arguments of 
the absolute command of the Gulf of Mexico, | gentlemen. it would seem to be questioned if for- 
Can gentlemen, particularly gentlemen from the | eign commerce is worth the kind of protection 
Western country, contemplate such possible, nay, | msisted upon. What is this foreiga commerce 
robable events, without desiring to see, at least | that has suddenly become so inconsiderable? It 
the commencement of sach a naval establishment | has, with very trifling aid from other sources, de- 
as would effectually protect the Mississippi? He | frayed the expenses of Government ever since 
entreated them to turn their attention to the de- | the adoption of the present Constijution—main- 
fenceless situation of the Orleans Territory, and | tained an expensive and successful war with the 
to the nature of its population. It is known that, | Indians—a war with the Barbary Powers—a quasi 
while under the Spanish Government, they expe- | war with France—sustained the charges of sup- 
rienced the benefit of naval\security. Satisfy | pressing two insurrections, and extinguished up- 
them that, under the Government of the United |} ward of forty-six millions of the public debt! In 
States, they will enjoy less protection, and you | revenue it has, since the year 1789, yielded one 
disclose the most fatal secret. | huadred and ninety-one millions of dollars. Du- 
The General Government receives annually | ring the first four years after the commencement 
for the public lands about $600,000. One of the | of the present Government, the revenue averaged 
sources whence the Western people raise this | only about two millions annually—during a sub- 
sum, is the exportation. of the surplus productions | sequent period of four years it rose to an average 
of that country. Shut up the Mississippi and | of fifteen millions annually, or became equivalent 
this source is, in a great measure, dried up. Bat, | to a capital of two hundred and fifty millions of 
suppose this Government to look upon the occlu- | dollars, at an interest of six per cent. per annum. 
sion of the Mississippi, without making an effort | And, if our commerce is re-established, it will, in 
on that element, where alone it could be made | the course of time, net a sum for which we are 
successfully, to remove the blockading force, and, } scarcely furnished with figures in arithmetic.— 
at the same time, to be vigorously pressing pay- | Taking the average of the last nine years (com- 
ment for the public lands; he shuddered at the | prehending, of course, the season of the embargo) 
consequences. Deep-rooted as he knew the af-| our exports averaged upward of thirty-seven mil- 
fections of the Western people to be to the Union, | lions of dollars, which is equivalent to a capital of 
(and he. would not admit their patriotism to be | upward of six hundred millions of dollars at six 
surpassed by any otber quarter of the country,) if | per cent. interest, all of which must be lost in a 
such a state of things were to last any considera- | destruction of foreign ecommerce. In the aban- 
ble time, he should seriously apprehend a with- | donment of that commerce is also involved the 
drawal of their confidence. Nor, sir could we} sacrifice of our brave tars, who have engaged in 
derive any apology for the failure to afford them | the parsuit, from which they derive subsistence, 
protection from the want of the material for na- | under confidence that the Government will afford 
val architecture. On thecontrary, all the articles | them that just protection which is due to all. 
entering into the construction of a navy—iron, | They will be driven into foreign employment, for 
hemp, timber, piteh, abound in the greatest quan- | it is in vain to expect that they will renounce the 
tities on the waters of the Mississippi. Ken-| habits of their life. 
tucky alone, he had no doubt, raised hemp enough The spirit of commercial enterprise so strongly 
the last year for the whole consumption of the | depicted by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
United States, Mirtcai_t,) is diffused throughout the country. It 
If, as he conceived, gentlemen had been unsuc- | is a passion as unconquerable as any with which 
cessful in showing’ that the downfall of maritime | nature has endowed us. You may attempt to 
nations was ascribable.to their navies, they had |-regulate—you cannot destroy it. .It exhibits itself 
been more fortunate in showing, by the instances | as well on the waters of the Western country, as 
to which they had referred, that, without a ma-| on the waters and shores of the Atiantie. Mr.C. 
rine, no foreign commerce could exist to any ex-| had heard of a vessel built at Pittsburg, having 
tent. Ii is the appropriate, the natural (if the | crossed the Atlantic, and entered a European port 
term be allowable) protection of foreign com-| (he believed that of Leghorn.) The .master of 
merce. The shepherd and his faithful dog are | the vessel laid his papers before the proper cus- 
not more necessary to guard the flocks that| tom-house, which, of course, stated the place of 
browse and gambol on the neighboring mountain. | her departure. The officer boldly denied the ex- 
He considered the prosperity of foreign com-| istence of any such American port as Pittsburg, 
merce indissolubly allied to marine power, Ne-j| and threatened a seizure of the vessel, as being 
glect to provide the one, and -you must abandon | furnished with forged papers. The affrighted 
the other. Suppose the expected war with Eng- | master procured a map of the United States, and, 
land is commenced, you enter and subjugate Can- | pointing out the Gulf of Mexico, took the officer 
ada, and she still refuses to do you justice, what | to the mouth of the Mississippi—traced the course 
other possible mode will remain to operate on the | of the Mississippi, more than a thousand miles, to 
enemy but upon that element where you can then| the mouth of the Ohio; and, conducting him stil} 
alone come in contact with him? Andif youdo|a thousand miles higher, to the junction of the 
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Alleghany and Monongahela—there, he exclaim- | South Carolina had acknowledged that the sum 
ed, stands Pittsburg, the port from which I sailed! | now asked toward building this navy was only 
The custom-house officer, prior to the production | intended as the beginning of the business, that 
of this evidence, would as soon have believed | more would be called for hereafter. He knew 
that the vessel had performed a voyage from the | very well this was the intended course. It was 4 
moon. . little extraordinary, said Mr. S., to find gentlemen 

In delivering the sentiments he had expressed, | from Kentucky, patronizing this navy scheme 
Mr. C. considered himself as conforming to a sa-| while the large shipping and commercial State 
cred Constitational duty. ‘When the power to| of Pennsylvania does not want this alleged pro- 
provide a navy was confided to Congress, it must | tection of commerce but really the machine of 
have been the intention of the Convention to sub- | power.. 
mit only to the discretion of that body the period| Mr. Mircnitt made some additional obserya- 
when that power should be exercised,’ That pe-| tions, chiefly on the great resources of this coun- 
riod had, in his opinion, arrived, at least for mak- | try for ship-building, which he exhibited in the 
ing a respectable beginning. And, while he dis-| most comprehensive way, showing that every 
charged what he conceived to be his duty, he| material used about a ship-could be obtained 
derived great pleasure from the reflection that he | within ourselves in the greatest abundance. 
was supporting a measure calculated to impart) Mr. Boyp had heard a great deal said in favor 
additionalstrength to our happy ‘Union. Diver-| of going into the establishment of this navy ; he 
sified as are the interests of its various parts, how | wished to offer a few remarks against this project. 
admirably do they blend together and harmonize!| He had heard theory on theory, and calculation 
We have only to makea proper use of the bounties |-on calculation ; but, nothing that he had heard 
spread before us, to render us prosperous and pow-| convinced him of the policy of building a navy 
erful. Sucha navy, ashe had contended for, will | larger than we have, especially at the present 
form a new bond of connexion between the| time; he knew, indeed, that we could never build 

States, concentrating their hopes, their interests, | a navy to cope with Great Britain. 

and their affections. Instead of hearing so much said about throw- 

He concluded. by inquiring of the chairman of | ing money away upon a navy, he should like to 
the Naval Committee, if there were seasoned tim- | hear something about the encouragement and 
ber on hand, to enable him to judge whether it! protection of our infant manufactories, which he 
was best now to vote for immediately building | thought of greater importance to the country 
some additional frigates, or to provide the requis- | than building ships; for, if they are properly en- 
ite materials ? couraged, they will make everything we wan. 

Mr. Cueves could only repeat the information | and by drawing over emigrants from other coun- 
which he had already given to the Committee, | tries, and thus increasing our population, they 
that suitable timber could be obtained for these | will consume a great part of our surplus produce, 
frigates, though it be not on hand, except some of | so that foreign trade would be less an object. Too 

the large pieces required. And, as to the expense | little attention, he thought. was paid to this sub- 
of these vessels, itis estimated at one million | ject. This would be a peaceful course; manu- 
three hundred thousand dollars. factures might be carried to any extent, without 
Thé subject had been so ably argued by his} running the risk of war; not so with foreign com- 

friends, that he would not intrude longer on the | merce, the more it is extended, the more difficul- 
Committee than to notice one circumstance. |.ties the country is involved in. He was in favor 
Gentlemen have been alarmed by a project from | of the peaceful course, and consequently against 
the Secretary of the Treasury, proposing ways | a large permanent naval establishment. 
and means for the present crisis. But if gentle-| . Mr. Ruega said, before the question was taken. 
men be satisfied, as he trusted they were, that a} he would add a few other remarks. He had al- 
moderate increase of our Navy Establishment is | ways been'in favor of protecting commerce; but 
expedient, this letter of the Secretary ought to| he could not consent to protect it im the manner 
have no effect upon them; for, while Congress | now proposed. We have, said he, voted millions 
can raise ‘a land force of 85,000 men, they can | for the fortifications on our seacoast, and for 
surely afford to appropriate the comparatively | building gunboats for the protection of our coasts 
cavait sum asked for on account of the Navy.| and portsand harbors. But gentlemen now say, 
But, gentlemen say this’ is the way schemés are| these are not sufficient, give us a fleet—not to 
fixed upon the nation, by making one appropria- | meet our enemy at sea, nor to protect our com- 
tion that another may follow. No deception, said | merce in our waters, but to protect our coasts and 
Mr. C., had been used in this business. The case | harbors, he supposed, to be alongside our fortifica- 
had been fairly stated, andthe question is put, | tions. 
Will you cut off the right arm of your nation, by| _He was surprised to hear a gentleman from 
putting down the Navy? If gentlemen please, | Kentucky (the Speaker) express a desire for ships 
they can do it; but he wished it might not be| of war to protect the interests of the Western 
done on account of the Secretary of the Treasu-| country. He knew of no use they would be of 
ry’s letter. The nation is, doubtless, equal to the | there, except they, meant to use them against the 
crisis ;and it is to be hoped members will not | Indians. 

shrink from a performance of their duty. And, as to New Orleans, it is defended so well 
Mr. Satie observed, that the gentleman from | by nature, that no foreign Power can annoy it. 
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The upper country will always maintain it. Be- 
sides, f any foreign nation were to attempt to 
take it, they Would repent of it, for the country 
would prove a grave tothem. We have, unfor- 
tunately, had cause to repentof having kept a body 
of troops there. The mortality among them was. 
distressing tohumanity. As to the people of Cuba, | 
he did not believe they had any more intention | 
to injure_us, than wethem. He saw no necessi- 
ty, therefore, for vessels of war to guard against | 
danger from that ae. If we could trade with | 
each other, it would be very well. — 

We are told, said he, that we have no force to 
resist a seventy-four gunship. And would the 
frigates proposed to be built be able to do it ? Cer- 
tainly not. If we wish to make a great effort, let 
us make ap appropriation for three or four large 
ships, equal to any in the British service, soas to | 
beable to mateh them; but, at present, he was 
not for voting any money for this purpose. 

Gentlemen tell us, said Mr. R., because our rev- | 
enue is drawn from commerce, a nayy ought to | 
be built to protect commerce. It is true that the 
revenue is collected from commerce; but who 
pays the tax? The people,to be sure. If we | 
could get a revenue that was not paid by the peo- | 
ple at large,-but by the merchants alone, then | 
there would be some ground for calling upon the | 
people to assist in protecting their commerce. But | 
as long as the people are to pay the taxes, it mat- | 
ters not much from what sources they are drawn. | 

Mr. Buack.epee said: I had no intention of | 
taking up the time of the Committee a single mo- | 
ment with any remarks of mine upon the subject 
under consideration when | entered the House 
this morning. It has already been discussed with 
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able to build these frigates in several years, or we 
must build of materials not well seasoned, and 
which must insure their speedy decay. What 
should we think of a-man who, in erecting an 
expensive and elegant house, should employ green 
sills, sleepers, and corner posts, but be very par- 
ticular in selecting timber of the first quality for 
all the rest of the building? Sir, he would find 
to his cost, as we in keeping up our old frigates 
have found to ours, that the expense of repairs 
would be so enormous as to create doubts whe- 
ther it would not be better to build a new house 
than attempt to repair the old hulk. Then ad- 
mitting the information given us by the chair- 
main has been derived from sources worthy of 
credit, I certainly would not agree to vote in 
favor of this section and saddle upon the nation 
a parcel of ships patched up of seasoned and un- 
seasoned timber. But is it not extremely prob- 
able that this information has been derived from 
interested sources; that is, from persons who, 
having ship-timber on hand, are likely, under the 
present aspect of affairs, to find it more their in- 
terest to sell the timber to the public than employ 
it in building vessels for their own use? From 
the-very nature of it, | cannot but. believe this to 
be the case; for, as the Government had not the 
timber, of their own, of whom would they have 
inquired to know whether they could be supplied 
with the timber of suitable quality ? Certainly of 
the large ship-builders, who, from the considera- 
tions [have just mentioned, would no doubt be 
induced to wish to make a sale of their timber, 
rather than build it into vessels for their own ac- 
count, .We are informed by the report which 
accompanies the bill that it will cost about one 


an ability which does honor to the gentlemen | million seven hundred thousand dollars to build 
who’ have spoken on both sides, and my mind | and completely fit ten frigates'averaging thirty- 
was made up to vote in faver of every section of | eight guns; but of this sum we are told it js only 
the bill except the one now under consideration. | proposed to appropriate one million of dollars at 
My objection to this section does not arise from | this time, and that it will be time enough at the 
an aversion to increasing our Naval Establish- | end’ of some future session to appropriate the 
ment, but from a conviction, arising from all the | other seven hundred thousand dollars. From 
views I have been able to take of the subject, that | the same report we learn that the whole cost of a 
our resources can be applied to increase it in a | seventy-four guoship will be about three hundred 
much better way. Where, sir, is the timber of! and thirty-three thousand dollars, and that we 
which it is contemplated to’build these ten frig-| have the timber and cannon on hand for four at 
ates? The report which accompanied the bill | least. 
does not inform us, and the very able chairman The whole cost of four seventy fours then, ac- 
of the committee who made the report has this | cording to the report, would be one million three 
day told us, (what from the silence of the report | hundred and thirty-two thousand (1,332,000) dol- 
on this subject I had before inferred,) that we | lars, but deducting the cost of the timber and 
have not the timber for them on band, but that | cannon already on hand, which cannot be less 
from sources deemed worthy of credit he has un- | than one hundred and thirty-two thousand dol- 
derstood that timber for ten frigates is procurable-| lars, it appears that we can by an appropiation of 
sufficiently seasoned, and of quality that will | one million two hundred thousand dollars be fur- 
answer very well, except some of the largest| nished with four ships of seventy-four guns In 
ee necessary for constructing such ships.— | course of the present year; or. if it should not be 

hat is the name or description of these larger | wished to finish them, but only to advance to- 


pieces of timber the worthy chairman has mot | 
informed us, but from the little knowledge I have | 
of ship-building cannot be much at a loss in de- 
termining that they must. be the sterns, sternposts, 
keels, keelsons, and beams. These it seems we 
neither have on hand, nor can procure from pri- 
vate ship-yards; of course wé shall either not be | 


wards completing them in the proportion whieh 
is contemplated for the frigates, it will then re- 
quire but about seven hundred and eighty-three 
thousand five hundred dollars for the fourseventy- 
fours in the course of the present year; in fact it 
would not require so large a sum, as we have the 
timber already by us. Besides, when built, ad- 
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tom ot be captured. Of the bravery, skill, anq 
enterprise of our seamen, no man ean doubt. 
Give them ships any way equal to their enemy. 
and my life upon it we never lose one but at q 
cost to the enemy which shall make him repent 
the contest. ‘For the seventy-fours we have the 
timber ready, of the finest quality, and in the 
best possible state of prepdration; it will cost 
less to build them and less to keep them in ser. 
vice, and when built, [-have no hesitation in de. 
claring it as my firm belief, that they will pro. 
duce a much more powerful effect upon the enemy 
than the frigates. I shall therefore vote against 
this section, but shall do it uadera hope of hay- 


mitting the frigates to average ‘but thirty-six 
guns, it appears from the Secretary’s report they 
will cost us annually to keep the ten in service 
one million twenty thousand dollars, when four 
seventy-fours would cost but eight hundred and 
forty-seven thoasand one hundred and sixteen 
dollars, making a difference of near two hundred 
thousand dollars a year in our expenses. ‘Let us 
build which’we may, our object is to employ them 
against an enemy vastly our superior upon the 
ocean, and who will no doubt do his utmost to 
keep them blockaded in our ports, or capture them 
if they get to seas We ought then, I’ think, un- 
questionably to vest our resources in that species 
of force most likely to enable us to take advan- 










) 
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= of the disasters which must frequently be- 
fall any blockading squadron upon ‘our coast. 
Add four seventy-fours at once to the ten frigates 
we already have, and independent of the appal it 


will produce upon our enemy, evincing a deter- 
mination to meet him as early as possible upon 
his own element, we shall put him to double the 
expense in his blockading squadrons which he 
would feel any’ necessity to be at in keeping 
twenty frigates shut up in dur ports. 

The objects of our preparations for war by 
land are to garrison our forts, and wrest from the 
enemy his Canadian possessions, and’ it is be- 
lieved by all that they are commensurate to the 
end, and that in-the course of the first year we 
shall at least be able to get possession of Upper 
Canada, and all that part of the country furnish- 
ing either timber or provisions for exportation. 
To this purpose | agree that it is proper to direct 
the energies of the nation at the outset. But these 
provinees, except for. the purpose of some sup- 
plies for her West India Islands and her fleets in 
our seas, it is known are not of much importance 
toher. Admit, then, that we have'taken them, all 
we have gained worth speaking of is in the addi- 
tional expense and trouble we shall have thrown 
upon our enemy in supplying her blockading 
squadrons. This is surely an important point, 
but by no means sufficiently so, I fear, to bring 
her to a sense of justice towards us if we there 
stop. An increase of our Naval Establishment is 
also another essential link in our chain of prepa- 
rations,, That increase should be made in the 
way most likely to endanger the enemy’s com- 
merce and squadronsin our seas. These squadrons 
we know will consist not of frigates alone, but of 
ships-of-the-line to come in aid of their frigates 
in the case of need. ‘They know the gallant 
commanders of ‘our frigates will never surrender’ 
them to ships of equal force, and, therefore, as in 
the case of the dastardly attack of the Leopard 
upon the Chesapeake, they will take care to have 
ships-of-the-line to aid their quick sailing frigates. 
We must do the sae, orour frigates when built 
will be of but little use, for though I do not be- 
lieve that either a Decatur or a Rodgers would 
surrender their frigates to any seventy-four in 
the British navy, as long as they could be kept 
afloat, yet no man acquainted with the relative 
force of the two ships can hesitate in declaring 
that the frigates must ultimately go to the bot- 






ing a section substituted, authorizing the build- 
ing four-seventy-fours. 

Our experience for years past proves that we 
have nothing to hope for from, negotiation. [; 
roves more, for it shows that a failure to resent 
by war one invasion of our rights has led to 
another; that a failure to resent by war an inva- 
sion of our rights by one of the belligerents has 
served as a pretext for a similar or a more flagrant 
violation by the other. Our love of peace then 
must either give way to necessity, or chain us in 
submission at the feet of our insolent oppressors, 
Great Britain, by her Orders in Council, forbids 
our carrying the produce of our soil to any mar- 
ket from whence her products are excluded— 
thus, in fact, assuming and exercising the right 
to regulate our commerce as before our Revolu- 
tion. By her practice of impressment, she has 
already forced into service thousands of our citi- 
zens, and compelled them to fight her battles, 
What have we. gained, or what has she lost by 
the blood and treasure expended by our ancestors 
in ‘the glorious struggle which achieved our in- 
dependence, if we submit to the pretensions now 
set.up by the very nation from whom they ob- 
tained it? Will it be any consolation to our sea- 
faring brethren to tell them that they enjoy the 
glorious privilege of electing men to represent 
them and guard their interests in the great coun- 
cils of the nation, when they see that their Rep- 
resentatives suffer them to be enslaved by any 
foreign Power, and their families thrown into 
distress and upon the bounty of their friends or 
the parish? Will it be any consolation to the 
agriculturist or merchant to know that he also 
enjoys the privilege of sending men to represent 
him here, when they see that these Representa- 
tives have surrendered to any nation whatever 
the right of directing to what ports or places, and 
under what conditions, the products of our soil 
shall be carried for a market? It certainly can- 
not. They will see at once that they had better 
rid themselves of the expense of their own Gov- 
ernment, and rely entirely upon some Govern- 
ment for a protectién of their rights. Rather 
than submit to pretensions so degrading to our 
national honor, and which, if submitted to, must 
lead to consequences so destructive both to the 
agricultural and commercial interests of the na- 
tion, I do not hesitate to prefer war; and am 
happy to find from the vast ‘majority in favor o! 
the measures heretofore under discussion pre- 





924 


812, 


|, and 
loubt, 
lemy, 
it at a 
epent 
e the 
n the 
| cost 
n Sser- 
n de. 
pro- 
hemy 
‘alnst 
hay- 
uild- 


t we 
- It 
esent 
d to 
inva- 
> has 
yrant 
then 
us in 
sors, 
tbids 
mars 
led— 
right 
volu- 
+ has 
Citl- 
ttles, 
it by 
Stors 
r in- 
now 
r ob- 
sea- 
the 
sent 
oun- 
Rep- 
any 
into 
Is or 
the 
also 
sent 
nta- 
ver 
and 
soil 
van- 
‘tler 
rOV- 
2rn- 
her 
our 
ust 
the 
na- 
am 
r of 
re- 





925 HISTORY OF 


ieee 
January, 1812. 
————— ase ne 
ratory for the contest, that so large a portion | 
of this House are of the same opinion. The only, | 
or, at least, by far the greatest, cause of regret 
with me is; that there should be one among us 
opposed to the measure. ‘To those who are op- | 
posed to every preparation for war from a belief | 
that in a victory over Great Britain they see our 
own downfall through the augmented power of 
her enemy, the Emperor of France, I have noth- 
ing to say further, than thatif I agreed with them | 
in opinion, { would at once submit a proposition | 
to join Great Britain in the struggle. _ I should | 
do this as a more honorable course than that of 
suffering» her to furce our men and our money 
into her service in the way she is now doing 
through her Orders in Council and practice of | 
impressment. ‘To those who are opposed to war | 
because we have not already a navy “large 
enough to enable us to hold the balance between 
the two great contending Powers of Europe,” and 
who assert, as an honorable gentleman from Con- 
necticut (Mr. Law) did yesterday, (who I am 
sorry to see is not now in his place,) “that by 
neglecting our navy we had left ourselves in a | 
situation not to be able to enforce our rights,” I 
will only reply by reminding them that our an- 
eestors with little more than one-third of our | 
population, and not the twentieth part of our 
advantages and resources, compelled the same | 
nation to do us justiee, and acknowledge our in- 
dependence, thirty-years ago. Why, then, should | 
we nowdespond ? I really can see no good cause 
for Riapealonin, but frome dissensions among 
ourselves. 


and of enforcing our rights against the combined | 
Powers of the earth. Divided, we may fall an | 
easy prey to any petty Power disposed to join | 
one party in its attempts to overcome the other, 
And I cannot but believe that itis to the unhappy 
party spirit at present, and for years past, pre- 
vailing among us, that we owe the attempt of 
Great Britain again to place us in the most ab- 
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as I recollect, consisted of forty-five or forty-six 
sail in the whole, of which ten to fifteen were 
ships-of-the-line, about as many frigates, and the 
balance smaller vessels of various descriptions. 
What reason can we have to suppose that with 
such a navy as this, in the neighborhood of her 
valuable West India colonies, we should not have 
shared the same fate? The Danes had commit- 
ted no offence. A solemn Treaty of Amity, Com- 
merce, and Navigation, existed between them 
and the English. But it was suspected that they 
were under French influence, and that their 
navy was about to be thrown into the scale 
against them. And pray have not half our pub- 
lic papers been charging our Administration for 
years with being under French influence; nay, 
have not even members of this House, as well as 
of the other branch of the Legislature, publicly 
made the same charge? As like causes produce 
like effects, I.can see no good reason for believing 
we should not have shared the same fate with 
the Danes. It is certainly true, that since Mr. 
Jefferson came into power, nothing has been done 
to increase the naval strength of the nation fur- 
ther than to build a number of gunboats for the 
defence and protection of our ports and harbors ; 
but it is equally true that neither he nor his suc- 
cessor have eyer either recommended or signed 
an act for the reduction of the Navy. The act 
authorizing the sale of all the ships M war which 
we had in 1798 and 1799, except twelve or thir- 
teen of the frigates, was signed by Mr. Adams 
before he went out of office; and there can be no 


United, we are capable of resisting } doubt he acted wisely in so doing; he knew best 


the materials of which they had been built, and 
was of course the best judge of the propriety of 
selling or retaining them. 

From the commencement of Mr. Jefferson’s 
Administration, the navy has been kept at about 
the rate it stood at when he came into Office. 
The danger to be apprehended from the piratical 
States of Barbary, | have always believed, ren- 





ject state of colonization. Surely, sir, when the 
gentleman from Connecticut hazarded the opin- 
ion, that “if our Naval Establishment had been 
‘fostered from its foundation twelve or fifteen 
* years ago we should now have had a navy suf- 
‘ficiently formidable to have held the balance 
‘between France and England,” he had forgot- 
ten the recent fate of Copenhagen ; he could not 
have recollected the character of the English na- 
tion, as evinced in her history for at least a cen- 
tury past. She believes that not only the safety 
of her colonies abroad, but that her very exist- 
ence as an independent nation depends upon her 
naval superiority. The very instant she has dis- 
covered any of her neighbors likely to rival her 
in this point, she has made war upon them. 
Upon what good ground then does the gentleman 
found his opinion that we should have been suf- 


fered to raise a naval force sutficiently formida- | 


ble to have held the balance between these two 


dered it necessary to keep one of about this size. 
| Experience in the war with Tripoli has shown 
that for these purposes it was not only necessary 
| but large enough. To be able to judge whether 
the Republican Administrations have acted wisely 
in not enlarging our Naval Establishment to such 
a size as would, in the language of the gentleman 
from Connecticut, have enabled us to hold the 
balance between the two great contending Pow- 
ers of Europe, we should not forget that the best 
| interests of our country required that its rulers 
| should so shape their measures as, if possible, to 
| keep us at peace with all the world, particularly 
| with these great and powerful nations. All ex- 
perience proves that this was not to be effected 
| with Great Britain by making additions to our 
| Naval Establishment, calculated to excite her 
| jealousy. This, therefore, has been avoided ; and 
| a strict and impartial neutrality observed towards 
both the belligerents. The rapidity with which 


great rival Powers? A naval force sufficiently | the nation advanced to wealth, under such a course 
large to have answered this purpose, must have | of measures, and the length of time we were per- 
been at least equal’ to that of the Danes at the| mitted to reap the rich harvest of our neutrality 
time they were Copenhagened ; which, as well | without molestation, furnish the fullest evidence 


927 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS, 





928 





H. or R. 





of their wisdom. Unfortunately for us, however, 
our national and commercial prosperity have at 
“length excited that jealousy, which an attempt 
to create a formidable navy would long since 
have done, and our wretched divisions among 
ourselves have emboldened Great Britain to at- 
tempt to check them, by a course of Oppression 


and vexatious restrictions, which not even one of 


her colonies would submit to if they had it in 
their power to resist, and which if ‘we submit to 
reduce us once more to the degraded state of her 
colonies.. Having exhausted the patience of all 
parties in fruitless attempts to bring her to a 
sense of justice by remonstrance, we seein at length 
determined to assert our rights by war. ‘The 
troops necessary to carry on that war with vigor 
have been authorized to be raised by a vast ma- 
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_My reasons for* being opposed to this section 
and for preferring four seventy-fours, to the ten 
| frigates which it pereners to build, I have alread 
assigned, aod will not weary the patience of the 
Committee with repeating. But I hope they wil 
pardon me for not taking my seat till I have ex. 
| pressed the gratification I feel at discovering, that 
| by a section of this bill, our gunboats are pro- 
posed to be attached to our land fortifications. 
As a part of our naval force, I have never cop- 
sidered them worth retaining, but as an engine 
for the protection of our ports and harbors, suunds 
and bays, for wielding. against the predatory {ve 
along our coasts the heaviest species of artillery, 
I have believed them to be invaluable. And 
much as the Administration has been abused for 
building so many of them, by those who always 


jority of this House. The question, when that | remember to forget that they were ordered to be 
measure was under consideration, was not whe- | built at the moment we were believed to be on 
ther large standing armies ought to be raised and | the very eve of war, in consequence of the attack 
kept up, but whether the war into which we are | upon, the, Chesapeake; I will venture to pro- 
about to enter could. be carried on prosperously | ‘nounce that, go to war when we may with Britain, 





without such.an.army. The bill now under con- 
sideration proposes an increase of our Naval Es- 
tablishment, and the question ought not to be de- 


cided by theoretic’ principles of the policy or im- 


policy of large naval establishments. The true 
question, according to my apprehension, is, will 
not an increase of our Naval Establishment be- 
come necessary in the course of the war? For 
one, I am fully persuaded, that an increase will 
be found to be absolutely necessary, and therefore; 
though opposed to this section, shall use my best 
exertions to increase it in a way which | deem 
more advantageous. 

We never shall be permitted by-Britain to 
raise a formidable navy, but in a time of war. 
Of our ability to do it even during war, no one 
acquainted with the resources of the country, 
with the number and character of our seamen, 
can for a moment doubt. By evincing a deter- 
-mined resolution to.bring these resources into 
action, at a time when almost every other Power 
of the world is making similar exertions, we shall 
do more towards bringing her Government to 
a sense of justice towards us, and rendering an 
actual declaration of war unnecessary, than we 


should do by raising, arming and equipping half 


a million of men to march against her neighbor- 
ing continental colonies. We ask for nothing but 
sheer justice; we have never furnished any evi- 
dence of .a disposition to rival her power on the 
ocean. . Will she then run the risk of adding one 
hundred and twenty thousand hardy enterprising 
seamen to the list of her enemies, these too in the 


it will be found that we have not near as many 
as we shall need. Our whole coast, sounds, bays, 
jand rivers, abound with men who, know better 
_how to manage such vessels than the best man- 

of-war’s man. Attached to our fortifications, to 
| our ports and harbors, | have strong hopes that 
| ways will be devised to man and fight them, ora 
| great part of them, with equal effect and on terms 
'more economical than has been possible while 
/manning them with seamen equally suitable for 
| our frigates as for gunboats. 








| 
Tuurspay, January 23. 


A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “to empower 
‘the Secretary of the Treasury to decide on the 
| case of the ship Eliza Ann, belonging to Ezekiel 
Hubbell,” with amendments, in which they de- 
sire the concurrence of this House. 

On motion of Mr. Quincy, the bill and amend- 
ments were committed to the Committee of Com- 


| merce and Manufactures, 


Mr. Macon laid before the House an act of the 


| Legislature of the State of North Carolina, rati- 


fying aud confirming an amendment proposed by 
Cxenrens to the Constitution of the United States 
relative to titles of nobility or honor, presents, 
pensions, offices, or emoluments, from any foreign 
| Power, ; 
On motion of Mr. Poinpexrer, the Committee 


| of Commerce and Manufactures were discharged 


from the several petitions referred to them at the 


neighborhood of her richest colonies, and in view | present session, concerning the Natchez hospital; 


of peaceful industry? Unquestionably she will 


justice, and permit us to go in our own pursuits | 


of her most valuable commerce, rather than do us | and they were referred to a select committee. 


Messrs. PoinpexrerR, MircHitt, Seysert, 


| Onmssy, and Grunpy, were appointed the com- 
} ’ ’ PP 


not, unless she hopes to be able by her blockading | mittee. 


squadrons to keep them penned in our ports, as 
she has done those of her European enemies, tll 
from the want of employment they shall lose 
their skill and enterprise. If this be her object, 
and I verily believe it is, [for one am resolved to 
defeat her intentions. 


Mr. D. R. Witttams had understood that it 
was contemplated, in case the whole of the pres- 
ent Navy shall be-ordered to be equipped and 
commissioned, to be neeessary to appoint addi- 
tional officers. In order, if such a proposition 
shall be made, to be able to meet it, he wished to 
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know what is the number at present employed. 
For this perpoee he proposed the following reso- 
\ytion, which was agreed to: 

Resolved,. That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to lay before this House a statement of the 
names, rank, pay, and rations, of the commissioned 
oficers and midshipmen belonging to the Navy of the 
United States. 


STATEMENT OF EXPORTS. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
fom the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
3 statement of goods, wares, and merchandise, 
exported from the United States during one year 
rior to the first day of October, 1811. ° 

The letter is as follows: 

Treasury Derartrment, January 21, 1812. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a state- 





ment of goods, wares, and merchandise, exported from | 


the United States, during one year, prior to the first 
day of October, 1811, and amounting to.$61,316,833. 
The goods, wares, and. merchandise of 

domestic growth or manufacture, in- 

cluded in this statement, are estimated 
- $45,294,043 


we Pesala vel! 8 Gwe Le 


. And those of foreign growth or manu- 


facture, at - - - - - 





The articles of domestic growth or manufacture may 
be arranged under the following heads, viz: 
Produce of the seas - - - - 
Produce of the forest - - . - 


Produce of agriculture - - - 35,556,000 
Manufactures - - - - - 2,376,000 
Uncertain - - - - - - 663,000 

45,294,000 


And they were exported to the following countries, viz : | 


To the dominions of Russia, Prussia, 


Sweden, and Denmark - - - 
‘To the dominions of Great Britain - 
To the dominions of Spain and Portugal — 18,266,466 
To the dominions of France and Italy - 1,194,275 


To all other countries, or not distin- 
guished - - - - - - 


45,294,043 





The goods, wares, and merchandise 
growth or manufacture, were exported to the follow- 
ing countries, viz: 
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16,022,790 





61,316,833 


$1,413,000 | Make free goods. But wi 
5,286,000 | If a seventy-four gun ship were to come on the 


of foreign 
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NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 
he House again resolved into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill concerning the Navy; 
when, after some debate, the question was taken 
on filling the blank for the number of additional 
frigates proposed to be built, with the number 
“ten,” which was negatived by a‘ large majority. 

Mr. Wricur then moved to fill the blank with 
“six.” This motion was negatived—thirty votes 
only being in favor of it. 

The question was next successively taken on 
filling the blank with “ five,” “four,” and “three,” 
and negatived—52 to 43, 51 to 44, and 49 to 45. 

Mr. Ruea said, as the gentleman (Mr. WricuTt) 
had informed the Committee he had spoken for 
his own gratification, Mr. R. hoped he might be 
allowed also to gratify himself. And he would tell 
that gentleman that he was not gratified to hear 
reflections cast upon this House, as not disposed 
to protect commerce. For what is the war in 
which we are about toengage? Isit not a war 
arising altogether from commercial difficulties ? 
But because a majority cannot be gotten to con- 
sent to build new frigates of unseasoned timber, 
they are to be charged with being unwilling to 
protect commerce, though they have expended 
millions of dollars in our present Navy, in gun- 
boats, fortifications, &c. and are, at length, about 
to go to war for commerce! 

It had always been his wish, Mr. R. said, to see 

established ‘the principle, that free ships should 
| But why build more frigates ? 





coast, the frigates would have to shelter them- 
selves from it under the batteries. Let gentlemen 
come forward and build a ship of 130 or 150 guns 
which would bear down anything which could 
| be brought against us, and he would support" ; 
| but he was tired of buildiog frigates, they were 
| little better than gunboats. 
Mr. R. understood that France had it now in 


$2,055,833 | her power to send one hundred vessels of war to 
20,308,211 | sea; but she could not get them out of her ports 


| for the. superiority of the British navy; and yet 
shall we talk of building a navy sufficient to meet 
'the British? It was his opinion, that the best 





2,469,258 | way of protecting our commerce was to get pos- 


session of the British Provinces and keep them. 
But gentlemen-say, that without a navy we shall 





— = | never be able to make peace with England; why, 


| then, said he, we will fight them to eternity. And 
| he hoped gentlemen who are so very anxious for 
ia navy, would permit him, and others, who do 
not think it either necessary or expedient, to en- 





To the dominions of Russia, Prussia, 

Sweden, and Denmark - . - 5,340,117 | joy their own Opinions without censure. 
To the.deminions of Great Britain . 1,573,344 | But how would this navy obtain peace for us ? 
To the dominions of Spain and Portugal —_ 5,772,572 | Had the navy of Denmark availed them anything? 
lo the dominions of France and Italy - —_'1,712;537 | The destruction of that navy ought to caution us 


To all other countries, or not distin- 
guished = - - - - - - 


16,022,790 | 


I have the honor to be,-&c. 


ALBERT GALLATIN. 
The Hon. Seuaxen of the House of Reps. 


12th Con. lst Sess.—30 





| how we build our ships for England to take or 


1,624,220 | destroy. Mr. R. never expected to have heard 


| the raggamuffin Government of St. Domingo com- 
pared with the Government of the United States. 
[Mr. Catnoun denied having made any com- 
parison between the two Governments. } 
Mr. Ruea was glad he had mistaken the gen- 


tleman in this respect. As to how we should 
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make peace with Great Britain, ata future day, 
he would not now trouble himself about that; he 
found enough to do now to prepare for making 
the war effective; when the time came for mak- 
ing peace, it would be time enough to thik 
about it. 


Mr. Basserr, after some prefatory remarks, in 
which he spoke of his exposed situation toattacks 
from any naval force which might lie on our coast, 
asked the gentleman who moved to fill the blank 
with two, to withdraw it, and he would then move 
to strike out that part of the section which relates 
to building frigates, in order to insert a provision 
for building four seventy-four gun ships. This 
was done. 

Mr. Smicte said, that he was concerned for the 
exposed situation of his friend from Virginia, 
though he hoped he had magnified the danger. 
That gentleman well knows, however, that the 
national interest ought to be the first object of 


‘consideration. As faras it isin the power of the 


nation to extend its protection to individuals, con- 
sistent with the public interest, it will doso. Bat 
he differed so entirely in opinion with the gentle- 
man on this sangeet, that what he would consider 
as a protection, he considered no security at all. 
He knew that persons in some situations aremore 
exposed than others. He had himself onee lived 
on the Indian frontier; yet at that time he was 
satisfied to bear the injuries to which he was ex- 
posed, rather than draw to that part of the coun- 
try such a part of the public force as might have 
exposed the whole country to danger. He had 
no doubt the gentleman from Virginia would act 
in the same way. 


What protection could the gentleman expect 
from four seventy-fours and ten frigates? Cer- 
tainly none. Though the gentleman from South 
Carolina still retains the notion of their being 
able to contend with a British forcee—a force 
of a thousand ships, and without-an enemy. on 
that element. And can it be supposed, that now, 
on the eve of a war, we can build ships to assist 
us.in this contest ? “It cannot be done: He had 
declared himself opposed toa Naval Establishment 
for this country ; but if he were ever so warm a 
friend to it, and it was the determination of Con- 
gress to build a navy, it must necessarily. be the 
work of many years of peace. 


Much had been said about the value of com- 
merce; and that no nation was ever great or 
wealthy without it. Commerce, it is true, has a 
tendency to introduce wealth and luxury into the 
country, and to improve the manners of a people; 
but has never been favorable to morals—on the 
contrary, he believed it was destructive to correct 
morals. Weought not, therefore, to make sacrifices 
for it that would ruin the country ; for no com- 
merce that we ever had or shall have, would sup- 
port the expense ofa navy. To make compari- 
sons between the situation of this country and 
Great Britain is ridiculous. There are two strong 
reasons for a fleet there, which do not exist here. 
From her insular situation, a navy is her bulwark 
and wall of defence ; and it is necessary for keep- 
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ing up her commerce and communication with 
her foreign colonies. . 

A great objection to navies is, that wherever 
they exist they are sure to produce a heavy na- 
tional debt, which is even more dangerous to |b. 
erty, than either fleets or armies. 

The motion was. negatived, 54 to 39. 

Mr. Cueves moved to fill up the blanks in the 
section providing for the purchase of timber and 
other imperishable materials for ship building. 
with the sum of “two hundred thousand dollars 
annually for three years, viz: the-years 1812, 1813. 
and 1814.” 

Mr. Ruea considered this section as a kind of 
pledge that we will hereafter go on with this navy. 
For himself, he did not wish to enter into any 
such engagement, and should therefore move to 
strike out the section, 

Mr. Burwe .t submitted to the gentleman from 
Tennessee whether he might not obtain his object 
in a different way, without striking out the sec- 
tion, by moving to strike out that part of the 
amendment which. extends the appropriation be- 
yond the present year, and leave a successive Con- 
gress to appropriate money for this object, or not, 
as they may judge proper. He was clearly uf 
opinion that if we engage in a commercial war. 
some portion of our strength ought to appear in 
vessels of war; but not to'such an extent as to 
embarrass the country by large appropriations for 
this object He should, therefore, vote against 
striking out this section; but he did not mean, 
by this vote, to pledge himself to favor, at any 
time, the establishment of a large navy. From the 
nature of our Government, some degree of naval 
force appears to be necessary ; but how far it is 
proper to burden the country at this time, it be- 
comes a matter of consideration. Mr. B. saw no 
danger to be apprehended of our getting sucha 
navy as would lead us to make conquests; as | 
never could become such without the consent o/ 
the people; and the expense attending such an 
establishment would always prevent its growing 
too-rapidly. If we were to be engaged in war 
with England, Mr. B. thought it would not be 
well to go to building ships so large as seventy- 
fours, which would reguire each a thousand men 
to man them ; it would be more serviceablé to di- 
vide the force into smaller vessels, which would 
have a greater effect on our enemy, and expose 
us to less risk in losing our men. . Mr. B. apol- 
ogized for having said more than he intended. 

Mr. Ruea thanked the gentleman for his ad- 
vice; but gave reasons why he preferred his own 
motion to the one which he recommended. 

The motion for striking out the section was 
negatived, there being only 27 votes for it. 

Mr. Burwe tu asked for a division of the ques- 
tion, by first taking the sense of the Committee 
upon the amountof the appropriation. If carried, 
it-could afterwards be decided whether it should 
be made for one, or three years. 

The first question being carried and the second 

ut— 
, Mr. Smite objected to making the appropria- 
tion for more than one year. It was wrong to 
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suppose that all wisdom rested with them. Ano-| of former opinions should be reviewed, and the 
ther Congress would be as capable of judging of | intrinsic merits of the question subjected to the 
the propriety of making the appropriation as the | test of sober reason, uninfluenced by pre-judgment 
present. He hoped it would be left to them. or former impressions. 

Mr. Cueves observed, that if the appropriation Has the Constitution of the United States left 
were to be limited to one year, it would, in a great | the question open, for Congress to adopt or reject 
degree, defeat the object in view. ‘The commit-|the policy of a navy, or was it settled by the 
tee had proposed the ‘appropriation in this way, | framers of the Constitution, and a moral obliga- 
rather cas to call for $600,000 at once; as it | tion created upon Congress to provide a navy as 
would enable the Department to make the neces- | soon as the resources of the United.States will 
sary contracts without requiring the money to be | permit ? 
immediately appropriated. - Gentlemen will bear in mind, in considerin 

The question on making the appropriation for | this question, that. ours is not a Government of 
three years was carried; there being 61 votes |.absolute sovereignty and general jurisdiction, but 
for it / limited as to its objects and powers; that the ne- 

The next section relates toa dock yard. The | cessity of national legislation on certain subjects 
Committee rose, without taking a question upon | produced it, and the delegation of power by the 
it, and had leave to sit again. | States was guided solely by that necessity. If 
the exercise of a power was necessary to the Gen- 
Frinay, January 24. eral Government it was given; if not necessary, 


Mr. Guotson, from the Committee of Claims, | it Was retained by the States. Is not this, sir, the 
resented a bill for the relief of Jonathan Wil- | fait and just principle that governed the Con- 
feats which was read twice. and committed to | Yemtion in the delegation of power to the General 
a Committee of the Whole on Tuesday next. Government? If so, then, sir, I do confidently 

Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Commerce | insist, that the policy of a navy is decided by the 
and Manufactures. to whom was committed the | Constitution—that the Convention in giving to 

9 j o ‘ . . 

bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to | hls Government the “ power to provide and main- 
decide on ‘the case of the: Eliza Aun, with the ‘in anavy,” did decide that power to be necessary, 
amendments from the Senate, reported the bill, | 2%4 intend it should be exercised for the protec- 
and ‘recommended the adoption of the Senate’s | on of the commerce and defence of the United 
amendments: The House went into a commit: | S'ates-. What, sir! was the power to provide a 
tee on this bill; and having agreed to it, and re- | @@VY taken from the eis ms sey Pe, 
ported their agreement to the House, the House | ‘° be here destroyed ; or, like edged tools, wrested 
took up the bill and agreed. to it as amended. from the hands of children, to be laid up here out 
The title of the bill is amended by adding the | °f barm’s way? Is this power so vested in Con- 
words, “and the ease of the ship Mary and Fran- | 8feSs be preserved like the consecrated gold in 








cis, belonging to Nathaniel Goddard.” | the temple, to be seen only by the high priest, but 
; . touched by no mortal ? [sit to remain here dor- 

NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. | mant, never to be called into action ? 
The House again resolved itself into a Com- | What adds greatly to my construction is, that 


mittee of the Whole, on the bill concerning the | this power is not only given to the United States 
Naval Establishment. but taken away or denied to the States; it never 
Mr. Gouv.—I have hitherto, Mr. Chairman, re- | can be believed. that the commercial States would 
mained silent during the interesting discussion of | have surrendered up this appropriate power of 
the bill on your table. I should not now rise, af- | protection by a navy, together with a rich impost 
ter the able and eloquent arguments I have wit- | revenue, except upon the fullest confidence and 
nessed, was it not for the peculiar situation of the | clear conviction that the Constitution imposed on 
State of New York, her commercial character, | Congress the obligation to furnish to commerce 
and exposed situation. The discussion, sir, has | naval protection, 
involved the great national policy ofanavy,than| At the period of the Constitution, commerce 
which a more important subject could not be pre- | was important to the United States; it may be 
sented to any Government, and especially to that considered among the great objects of the Consti- 
of the United States, : | tution; but every revolving year down to thisday 
When gentlemen urge against the bill the sickly | has increased that importance in unfolding new 
and deficient state of the Treasury, 1 am not | and extensive commercial benefits ; so important 
moved; but, sir, when it is said that the time has have the interests of commerce become at this 
not come, and probably never will, for providing | time, that the present war, which has spread over 
a Naval Establishment; when the policy ofa navy | the most of the European theatre, may be con- 
under any circumstances is questioned, | cannot | sidered a war of commerce. Can any man, in 
dissemble ; I feel concern; I am alarmed for the | his sober senses, believe that the commercial por- 
interests of the commercial States in the Union. | tions of the Union will consent to abandon this 
I know full well, Mr. Chairman, the inauspicious | treasure ? 
circumstances, under which I address many gen- | It is said’‘“‘ the time has not come for a navy.” 
tlemen of the Committee, with whom strong pre- | What further dangers, what new scenes of trial 
perenne against a navy have long prevailed. | are now reserved for suffering humanity? Have 
ut itis due to this great question, that the ground | we not seen in our days an epitome of centuries 
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for all that is great and audacious in human power, 
for all that is flagitious in its abuse? Have 
we not seen nations crushed like the poor beetle 
beneath the giant tread of this modern Attila of 
France? Neutral rights! they are known only 
in their violation. Ifthe time has.not yet come 
for preparation, it may be justly said thatit never 
will come. 

But it is objected, that “our efforts would be 
nugatory,” as we cannot méet that Power, which 
has obtained superiority on the ocean, ship to ship 
and mantoman. What, sir, is the tendency of 
this objection? What the consequence of this 
logic, but to disarm and expose naked all the mi- 
nor or secondary Powers of the world? To in- 
vite them to retreat altogether from the ocean, or 
yield themselves up as unresisting victims to in- 
{nee and rapine ? Consequences whieh no en- 

ightened man can: fail to see; no virtuous man 
but to deplore ; no brave man without an impulse 
to draw his sword. 

When the Athenian State had obtained a decided 
superiority at sea, among the Grecian States, as 
well in the number of her ships as in the skill of 
her seamen, the minor powers of the Peloponnesus, 
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! been able to obtain; it would seem as if our trade to the 
Mediterranean, without a protecting force, will always 
be insecure, and our citizens exposed to the calamities 
from which numbers of them have but just been relieved. 

“These considerations invite the United States to 
look to the means and toset aboutthe gradual creation 
ofa navy. The increasing progress of their navigation 
promises them, at no distant period, the requisite sup- 
ply of seamen; and their means, in other respects 
favor the undertaking. It is an encouragement like. 
wise, that their particular situation will give weight 
and influence to a moderate naval force in their hands. 
Will it not then be advisable to begin without delay, 
to provide and Jay up the materials for building and 
equipping ships of war, and to proceed in that work by 
degrees, in proportion as our resources shall render it 
practicable without inconvenience ; so that a future 
war of Europe may not find our commerce in the same 
unprotected state, in which it was found by the present.” 


This great and good man, who knew how to 

| preserve what he had so gallantly contributed to 

acquire, could not retire from the councils of his 

country, withouta parting lesson on this interest- 

ing subject, which he has thus placed on record 
for the benefit of his countrymen. 

It is much to be lamented, that advice from so 


instead of yielding themselves up to despair, to { high, so pure and unsuspicious a’source, shonld 
such counsels as are now urged Upon us, united | have lost its influence on those who wield the 
their little fleets and boldly advanced to the con- | destinies of thecountry. This enlightened states- 
flict on the ocean; they nobly persevered till | man bad not formed that strange opinion, that if 


Athens was humbled ‘in the dust. To draw nearer 
to our own times, let gentlemen turn their eyes 
to Europe, and there behold the’ Government of 
France, after a series of defeats and disasters at 
sea, ending in almost annihilation of their fleet, 
yet persevering in the unshaken policy ofa navy, 
and firmly resolving to restore it on the ocean. 
Is the Emporer of France also blind to policy, to 
the true instruments of his power? _ He has given 
too many fatal. proofs of his skill for us not to ac- 
knowledge, that no man living better compre- 
hends the means necessary to compass his ends. 
Shall) the United States, with a situation so much 
more advantageous, with seamen so much supe- 


we could not equal the greatest Power on the 
ocean, therefore we should retire and yield to the 
least;.10 become. a prey to every petty Power 
that could send a corsair to sea. 

It is further objected, that commerce is not 
worth the expense of protection. At prosperous 
periods, the annual export trade of the United 
States may be estimated at seventy millions of 
dollars; an average of the last nine years, exclud- 
ing the present year, is $72,469,000; this includes 

| both domestic and foreign articles. The export 
of domestic articles only for the year ending in 
October last is $45,000,000. The benefits ofa 
free commerce to the husbandman are incalcula- 





rior, abandon ihe ocean, and give in to this blind “ble ; a favorable market for his surplus produce, 
and ruinous policy ? 'areward for the toils of the field, by stimulating 

The opinion of the late President Jefferson has | industry, greatly increases the products of the 
been read from his Notes on Virginia; an opinion | country, and adds to the valuation or. intrinsic 
formed in his closet, at an auspicious period, be- | wealth of the State; the augmented amount o! 


fore he plunged into that scene of party turmoil | the product becomes so much clear profit. Al- 
and confusion that followed. though particular articles have, the last year, found 


I now present you the official communication | 2 favorable market, yet the general market is bad ; 
of President WasuHincron, on the subject of a | the country languishes, and the farmer sickens 
navy, from his speech at the commegcement of | 4! the past,and sighs for the return of the forme: 
the session of the fourth Congress: | tich and joyous tide of free commerce. No man 


“ To an active external commerce, the protection of / who we blind to the best interests of his country 
can fail to see the importance of commerce, ani 


a naval force is indispensable. This is manifest with | 3 renin 
regard to wars in which a State is itself a party. But, | the necessity of protecting it. 
It has been alleged, that the balance of trade. 


besides this, it is in our own experience, that the most | allege t 
sincere neutrality is not a sufficient guard against the | With Great Britain, is against the United States. 
depredations of nations at war. ‘To secure respect to a | | know, sir, very well the difficulties attending 
neutral flag requires a naval force, organized and ready to | the investigation of what is termed the “balance 
vindicate it from insult or aggression. This may even Of trade ;” but there are palpable errors in thie 
prevent the necessity of going to war, by discouraging | usual calculations on this subject. An estimate 
belligerent Powers from committing such violations of | of exports is made at our custom-houses by a valu- 
the rights of a neutral party, as may, first or last, leave | ation of the article when shipped. Now it is 
no other option. From the best information I have! obvious, on a moment’s reflection, that the value 
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ofthe export to us is in the price at which it is sold 
in Great Britain; this is what we receive from 
Great Britain, and it frequently exceeds the val- 
yation at our custom-house twenty-five or thirty 

r cent. The great error lies in not bringing 
into the account freight, insurance, &c., which is 
the fruit of American industry ; our ships are from 
our own forests. and are navigated by American 
hands. -On imports, freight or an equivalent per 
centage is. [ understand, added ‘to the invoice, or 
contfact price, at the custom-house, to show the 
amount imported, as though freight was always 
paid to a British ship owner; whereas the origi- 
nal cost of the article imported should be oly re- 
garded in stating the account of imports. My 
remarks are confined ta trade in American bot- 
toms. The fair result will, | am persuaded, prove, 
that our trade with Great Britain is advantageous 
to the country, having a aue regard, at all times, 
as we ought, to check the importation of such 
articles as our Own ‘manufactures can supply on 
good terms. To the arts.of peace and the great 
interests of free government, commerce in all 
ages and states has proved eminently favorable, 
and in thisview comes strongly recommended to 
the freemen of the United States. 

It is further alleged, that “the country does 
not possess the pecuniary resourees for a navy.” 
This Government has received from commerce 
alone, in duties, the enormous sum of $191,291,- 
734, from its commencement, including the Sec- 
retary’s estimate fur the year justended. A Gov- 
ernment, with such a revenue, cannot be without 
resources in credit at least. For this liberal con- 
tribution of commerce, protection is justly due. 
A reasonable portion of the above amount ought 
to be considered as placed in a strong box, sacred 
to the protection of the commerce of the country. 
Ifit has been withdrawn for any other purpose ; it 
ought now, in this day of peril on the sea, to be 
restored. ‘To refuse this protection, is to do in- 
justice to the interests of the country; to under- 
mine the Federal compact and sap the foundation 
of the Union. Standing up on the high ground 
of the Constitution, the commercial States, op- 
pressed in every sea, and bleeding at every pore, 
make this appeal for protection, and, I trust, it 
will not he made in vain. The portof New York 
alone has, for several years, contributed thirty-two 
hundredths, or nearly one third, of the whole im- 
port revenue of the United States; this sum, 
about forty-five millions in the whole, would have 
enabled that State alone to build a navy greatly 
exceeding all the United States have done on the 
subject. You ought not ‘to muzzle the mouth 
of the ox that treadeth out the corn;” you ought 
not to afford toany State cause of regret for hav- 
ing entered the league. 

Great additions to the Navy at. this time are 
not asked.’ The policy of the Government, in re- 
lation to commercial protection, should be dis- 
tinctly declared, and a reasonable portion of the 
public revenue appropriated for that purpose. 
New and increasing obstacles are thrown in 
the way. It is said “we cannot man a navy.” 
Assertions and pretexts may be multiplied with- 
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out end. Is there anything more dear to the 
heart of the sailor, than the sailor’s life? the 
charm continues till death. Why should there 
be more difficulty in procuring a sailor than 
a soldier? Will not the same bounties avail ? 
WASHINGTON. in recommendiug a navy, did not 
discover this obstacle. “Seamen will prefer to 
engage on board privateer ships,” it is said; how 
ean this be? Does not.the sailor (in publie ves- 
sels) receive wages in addition to prize money? 
No, Mr. Chairman; such suggestions, such imag- 
inary obstacles, ingeniously multipled in every 
stage of the debate, at every step in our progress, 
will not, they ought not to avail. The Consti- 
tution has pledged the Government to the protec- 
tion of commerce ; the best interests of the country 
require it; the injustice of foreign nations, the daily 
violation of the American flag, demand it; and 
the present eventful period, so big with danger, 
so strongly marked for a subversion of all that 
has been held sacred in the laws of nations, ad- 
monishes us of our duty, and proclaims aloud that 
the time has come, when the Constitutional 
power given to this Government to provide a 
navy, should be effectually exerted. 

The blank in the section for providing a dock- 
yard, was filled with one hundred thousand dol- 
lars. 

Mr. Ruea moved so to amend the bill as to fix 
the dock yard in the navy yard at Washington 
City; but this motion was negatived by a large 
majority. 

On motion of Mr. Cueves, the words “ central 
and,” were struck out, so as to leave the site of 
the dock yard to be determined by the Executive. 

The Committee, having gone threugh the bill, 
rose and reported it to the House with the amend- 
ments. The House took up the bill, and, on the 
question of filling up the blank for repairing the 
vessels on hand with “four hundred and eighty 
thousand dollars,” it was carried—yeas 90, nays 
23, as follows: 

Yeas— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, John Baker, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, Wm. Blackledge, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Wm. 
A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epa- 
phroditus Champiun, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chit. 
tenden, Matthew Clay, John Clopton, Lewis Condit, 
William Crawford, John Davenport, junior, Roger Da- 
vis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, James Fisk, 
Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, Thomés R. Gold, Isaiah 
L. Green, Felix Grundy, John A. Harper, Aylett 
Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard 
Jackson, jun., Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent 
William R. King, Lyman Law, Peter Little, Robert 
Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, George C, 
Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Alexe 
ander McKim, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jae. 
Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newton, Ste- 
phen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, Timo- 
thy Pitkin, junior, James Pleasants, junior, Benjamin 
Pond, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, 
William M. Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, John 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, 
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Thomas Sammons, John Sevier, Adam Seybert,’Dan- | time ago, calling upon the President of the Uni. 
iel Sheffey, John Smith, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Stur- | ted States for information respecting Indian 
ges, Samuel Taggart, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, | 





Charles Turner, junior, Laban Wheaton, Leonard 
White, Thomas Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert 


Wright. ‘ 


Nays—William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert 
Brown, James Cochran, Meshack Franklin, Edwin 
Gray, Bolling Hall, Abner, Lacock, Aaron Lyle, Na- 


thaniel. Macon, Samuel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, Wm. 
Piper, William Rodman, Ebenezer Seaver, Samu 


Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, Richard Stanford, 


William Strong, Robert Whitehill, and David R. 
Williams. 


The question.was next put upon agreeing to 
the report of the Committee to strike out the 
second section of the bill, which contemplated 
the building of new frigates; when . 

Mr. Wittiams rose and spoke at considerable 
length. He said the time was very inauspicious 
for commencing an undertaking of such magni- 


tude as the building a navy, which could be of 


no use in the approaching contest. He.doubted 
the policy of engaging in the business at all; for 
navies, he said, had deceived the hopes.of every 
country which had relied upon them; that. we 
could never expect to be able to meet Great Brit- 
ain on the ocean; that we had fought through 
the Revolution withouta navy; for in that con- 
test, a single privateer had done more than the 
few ships of war which were “in possession of 
the old Congress; that except we are able to 
build and equip a navy equal to meet the British 
at sea, We-were belter without one, as our ships 
would probably fall a prey to their superior force; 
that his greatest objection against a navy was, 
that it must be kept up in time of peace as well 
as in war; that when the gentlemen spoke.of a 
navy as cheaper than an army, they could not 
mean to say that if we had a navy the army 
could be dispensed with—they could not, for in- 
stance. take possession of Canada by a navy; 
that the building of a navy would burden the 

ople with oppressive taxes ; that such an éstab- 
ishment would serve only to inerease Executive 
patronage ; that with respect to commerce, the 
people were willing to give it all the protection 
in their power, but they could not provide a navy 
for that purpose. 

Mr. Cueves spoke at some length in reply to 
Mr. WIxLLIAMs. 

After a few words of rejoinder by Mr. Wit- 
LiAMS, the House adjourned. 





Saturpay, January 25. 


Mr. Burwett moved that the report of the 
Secretary of War, in conformity to a resolution 
which he, some time ago, presented to the House, 
in relation to Indian affairs, be referred to a select 
committee.—Agreed to. 

Mr. Davip R. WicuiamMs gave notice that he 
should, the first opportunity which he could get, 
call up the bill for classifying and arming the 
militia of the United States. 

Mr. Jenninas called up for consideration a res- 


agents in the, Indiana and Illinois Territories. 
touching certain treaties.and purchases of lands. 
Agreed to. 

Mr. Conpir said, that by a report of the Comp. 
| troller of the Treasury, made on the 8th of No- 
vember last, there appeared to be a large amount 
| of public money due from public officers. He 
| thought some efficient measures ought to be taken 
to obtain payment of these arrears. He, there. 

fore, offered the following resolution: 
| Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be directed to inquire into the causes of the suspen- 
| sion of payment and losses which have accrued from 
. the defalcation of public officers, and report to this 
House’ what ‘alterations or amendments are necessary 
| in the laws for the collection of the revenue, in order 
to secure the prompt payment of its officers in future. 


After a few explanatory observations from Mr, 

Bacon, (chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means,) from which it appeared that the at- 
| tention of the committee had already been drawn 
| to this subject, the resolution was agreed to. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT, 


The House then took up the order of the day, 
which was the bill concerning the Naval Estab- 
jlishment: The question on re to the re- 
| port of the Committee of the Whole to strike 
| out the second section of the bill, which provided 
|for the building of a number of new frigates, 
being under consideration. 

Mr. Wricut.—Mr. Speaker: Congress having 
provided by lawa regular army, and a volunteer 
corps sufficient for every purpose of offence and 
defence, and to guard our territorial frontiers, our 
attention is now correctly drawn to the protec- 
tion of Our commerce, our seamen, and marilime 
frontiers, by the establishment of such an addi- 
tional naval force as our resources may enable us, 

| without inconvenience to the people, commensu- 
irate to the object, as nearly as possible, and de- 
manded by thecrisis, and the public expectation. 
| Sir, in the consideration of this subject, I am 
| sorry to discover any symptoms of geographical 
objections to the bill; and [ am prompted by the 
| occasion to remind gentlemen in this House of 
| the Valedictory Address—the official legacy—of 
| the immortal Washington, to the American peo- 
| ple, * not to suffer themselves to be influenced by 
‘any geographical considerations, which would 
‘set in array one section of the Unioy against 
‘ another ; that the union of these States was the 
|* sheet anchor of our hope, andits permanence the 
|‘ best security of the liberties of the whole.” 
Sir, 1 consider the American people one great 
family, united by the social compact, by which 
the interest of every section of the Union is to 
be guarded by the equal energies of the Govern- 
ment; and I consider Congress as the father of 








, 





‘ that family, bound by an equal affection to every 
| member of it, to protect its various, distant, and 


discordant interests with parental care, and to 
dispense its justice, its favors, and its bounties, 


olution, which he had laid upon the table some | with an even hand. 
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Sir, every member of this honorable body is | to the force proposed. ‘Therefore, from a persua- 
the representative of the whole American people, | sion that the ten 38-gun frigates cannot be car- 
and by the great charter, which was surely a | ried, as well as from a spirit of accommodation, 
measure of compromise, intended to wnife the | I propose to fill the blank with six 32-gun frig- 
American people, and by~that union to give | ates, which I confidently hope will obtain. The 
strength, and by its organization protection; by | expense of building six 32-gun frigates, by the 
the application of its united energies, to secure | report of the Secretary of the Navy, is $768,000, 
every interest of every portion of the great Amer- | and the annual expense of supporting them 
jean empire. $612,000. 

I cannot, from my own feelings upon the ocea-| Sir, having stated the force and the expense of 
sion, and the recollection of the commission by | establishing and maintaining it, I will now state 
which we are appointed to act, for the common | the resources of the nation, out of which it is to 
defence and general welfare of the whole, suffer | be éstablished and supported. The public lands 
myself to believe that any honorable member | of the United States are six hundred millions of 
will suffer himself to be influenced by any other | acres, which are now sold at not less than two 
than his best judgment how and in what man- | dollars per acre, making twelve hundred millions 
ner that general welfare will be best promoted,.| of dollars, the annual ifiterest of which is, at six 


notwithstanding the violent geographical symp- 
toms that have manifested themselves in this | 
case. 

I, for my part, should blush if I was influenced 
by any other motives, nor will I aseribe to others 
that of which I for myself should be ashamed. 


per cent., seventy-two millions of dollars; and 
these lands must increase in value in a ratio pro- 
portioned to their demand and recuced quantity. 
Sir, their demand is increasing every day by the 
emigration of our owm citizens to them, and by 
their invitation to foreigners, who are crowding 


Sir, it will be recollected with what prompt- | into this asylum of liberty, flying from the perse- 
ness this House lately acted in providing six-com- | cutions of the Old World, as appears by the late 
panies of rangers to patrol the territorial frontiers | census; and; as the quantity shall be reduced, 
of the West, to guard the children of the woods | Congress, as the guardians of the public purse, 
on that frontier from the savage scalping knife; I | will assuredly increase and graduate the price by 
with pleasure beheld its electric transit’ through | the demand: Sir, the net revenue on*impost 
the House, and I hope it will not be forgotten by | and tonnage has exceeded fifteen millions of dol- 
gentlemen of that quatter when they are called | lars per year. Our exports in one year of pros- 
on to protect the maritime frontierson the South | perity have exceeded one hundred and seven 
and the East, although against a civilized yet not | millions of dollars, and our imports have exceeded 
less savage foe. | seventy-five millions of dollars, Our registered 

I hope gentlemen will also recollect the chain | tonnage employed in-foreign commerce is 984,- 
of redoubts on our territorial frontiers, and that | 269 tons, besides that employed in the coasting 
the soldiers of our peace’ establishment are sta- | trade, and in the small waters of the United 


tioned there for their protection. 

I trust the recollection of these things will 
have the desired effect, and that this honorable 
body will feel not only its justice and equanim- 
ity, but its magnanimity enlisted, in, providing 
such an additional naval force, as will not only 
protect commerce, that in which we are all in- 
terested, but effectually protect our maritime fron- 
tiers, in which the inhabitants of the seaboard 
and bays are more immediately interested. 

Sir, in order to present to the House distinctly 
my views of the naval force, I -wish at ¢his time 
to add to our present navy the exact amount of 
the expenses of its establishment. and the annual 
expense to support-it, as well as the resourees of 
the nation out of which it is to be established 
and supported, and the extent of the commerce 
to be hereby protected—I must beg their indut- 
gence while I deal a little in official detail, and 
show them the force intended ; the expense to be 
incurred; the funds out of which it is to be ef- 
fected, and the commerce to be thereby protected. 
But, before I proceed, permit me to remark, that 
the force I shall propose is limited by discovering 
an indisposition in some gentleman to vote for 


the ten 38-gun frigates, from an apprehension of 


our inability at this time to meet the expense. 
and in others, from an implacable aversion toany 
navy at all, and not from any objection I have 


| States. 


Sir. can it be possible that any gentleman not 


| averse to a navy, or not devoted to the Chinese 
| policy, after this view of the expense of building 


and maintaining six thirty-two-gun frigates, and 


this statement of the resources of the nation, the 


| immense amount of our exports and imports, and 
| the great amount of our tonnage, can have a 
| doubt of our means, or of the expediency of pro- 
| tecting so important an interest? I trust they 
| will not; and that they will grant this addi- 
| tional force to shield us ina point so vulnerable, 
| and to protect interests so important. I will re- 
_mind gentlemen that every article necessary for 
the building these frigates is the product of this 
_country, already almost entirely supplied, and 
that by our own citizens; that the workmen to 
'be employed in building these ships are our own 
| citizens; that the officers and men that will com- 
mand, navigate, and fight them, will be members 
| of this great family, who will be employed asa 
corps of sentinels to guard our commerce and 
| maritime frontiers; that not a cent will be paid 
for their establishment or maintenance but to our 
Fown citizens: so that every farthing that is taken 
out of the purse of the nation for this important 
| purpose will go into the pocket of some of the 
| family, who will be benefited in the proportion 
that the nation is taxed and protected. 
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Sir, some gentlemen seem alarmed at the ex- 
pense of the expected war, and urge that as a 
pretext against voting for a navy. -To them I 
say, if that is really their objection, that.the un- 
granted lands in Canada, with the duties on im- 
post and tonnage, when conquered, will amply 
pay us for all the expense of liberating that peo- 
ple from despotism, and adding those provinces 
to the United States as members of the Union. 
Should they oppose it, it will be with reluctance, 


or for fear we should not succeed ; or, that if we- 


did, we should restore them back again to Great 
Britain at the end of the war. 

Sir, the losses we have sustained by captures 
made at sea, invited by our naval weakness, are 
immense. ‘At the time of our treaty with France, 
in 1800, our losses by captures by her, cruisers 
were estimated at twenty-four millions of dol- 
lars; and although-by the second article of that 
treaty France proposed to make these captures, 
and the claims of France against the United 
States, the subject of future negotiation, the Sen: 
ate at that time rejected that article, and forced 
on Mr. J. Adams .the ratification of that treaty 
without it; he declaring at the time that he had 
rather ratify the treaty with it; and we know 
that the loss of this twenty-four millions of dol- 
lars was charged on Mr, Jefferson’s Administra- 
tion; although the treaty was ratified by the 
Senate in the time of Mr. Adams, and in the 
manner I have stated. The Senate alleged that 
it was to get rid of the guarantee of the posses- 
sions of France in the West Indies; although it 
reciprocally bound France to the guarantee of 
the possessions of the United States in America, 
and was made at the eventful crisis of the Rev- 
olution, in 1778. 

Sir, I always suspect its rejection was intended 
to loosen the bands that connected the United 
States with France, more closely to connect us 
with Great Britain; although France had been 
the first foreign nation to acknowledge our inde- 
pendence, and by treaty to guarantee to us as a 
nation all the possessions of the United States in 
America, so far.as it could be effected by the co- 
operation of her navy and army ; so that, in fact. 
I conceive the loss of this twenty-four millions of 
dollars a sacrifice of the commercial interests of 
this country at the shrine of Great Britain. 

Sir, the spoliations by Great Britain and France 
under their Orders in Couneil and decrees, ad- 
mitted by both nations to. be a violation of our 
neutral rights, have subjected the United States 
to incalculable losses; one hundred millions of 
dollars would not pay us for the obstructions and 
spoliations on our legitimate neutral commerce ; 
and although France has so modified her Berlin 
and Milan decrees that they have ceased to vio- 
late our neutral commerce, yet she has but‘com- 
muted them for ‘municipal restrictions truly op- 
pressive, and we are yet left to hope she will 
make compensation for these spoliations; while 
on the other hand Great Britain, notwithstanding 
her repeated asseverations, that when France 
should revoke her decrees violating our neutral 
commerce, that she would revoke her Orders in 


Naval Establishment. 


Council; yet, sir, we are not left to hope that she 
will comply with her assurances, however off. 
cially and repeatedly made; but, on the contrary, 
she has multiplied her aggressions, and added 
new insults to repeated injuries. 

Sir, it is impossible that the American people 
can or will submit to such a state of things. or 
that their. Representatives can, as such, feel an 
indisposition to prepare a force to redress it, such 
as the resources of the nation will justify to be 
applied to that purpose. 

ir, this high-minded, magnanimous people, 
whose claims are just, and whose spirit and ex- 
pectations are alive to avenge their wrongs, must 
and will be gratified, in. placing the nation in an 
attitude and in an armor to suit the crisis; they 
will applaud.their Representatives for preparing 
a navy to arrest the lawless career of the pirates 
of the ocean, to retaliate by reprisals on their 
commerce and seamen—on the element of our 
wrongs. 

Sir, the United States are insular in their situ- 
ation in relation to Europe, Asia, and Africa, as 
well as to the West, Indies, and indeed their 
coasting trade and commerce with South Amer- 
ica makes a naval force ail important for its 
protection ; while the commerce of Europe tw 
the West Indies and to South America is peculi- 
arly exposed in its passage along our widely-ex- 
tended seaboard, whereby she may be greatly 
distressed without our leaving our own coast. 

Sir, we are told of her immense naval strength, 
and of the impracticability of our fighting her 
ships-of-the-line. Sir, it is her frigates and lighter 
ships of war we intend to fight, and her mer- 
chaptmen we intend-to capture. It is not her 
line of battle ships that capture our merchant- 
men; it is her frigates, sloops of war, letters of 
marque, and privateers, She has enough for her 
igeetineses to do nearer home. 

e are informed. by the official reports of the 
French nation that an immense navy is prepar- 
ing in France, and that in 1813 it will be ready, 
and equal to that of Great Britain. We shall 
then have nothing to fear from her line of battle 
ships; she will never send them here, and leave 
herself exposed to so awful and powerful an 
enemy at home. .I hope the ocean will swarm 
with our frigates, sldops of war, letters of marque. 
and privateers, and that the war on commerce 
shall no longer be carried on only. on one side, 
but that the nation and the people will unite in 
the majesty of their strength, and with an indig- 
nation graduated by their wrongs, so long and so 
unmeritedly inflicted. 

Sir, the adoption of this bill is due to distribu- 
live justice, it is due to the best interests of the 
nation, it is due to the expectations of the Ameri- 
can people, and it is peculiarly, in my opinion. 
due to ourselves. 

It has been said that these frigates will be 
taken as soon as they go out. There can be no 
necessity of their-being exposed to fight ships-of- 
the-line. Great Britain, in the neighborhood of 
France, with her mighty navy, has net been able. 
to arrest the spoliations by French frigates, who 
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capture and destroy her commerce to an immense 
amount, nor do we hear of the capture of French 
frigates by British ships-of-the-line. Ihope these 
gentlemen will banish their groundless conject- 
ures, nor suffer the energies of the nation to be 
paralyzed by such anti-national feelings, but will 
join cordially in a.measure so intimately con- 
nected with the protection of your commerce, 
your seamen, and your national honor, 

[hope they will recollect the loss the nation 
endured by one year’sembargo. Fifteen millions 
of net revenue on imports, besides the advantage 
of the exportation of upwards of an hundred 
millions of dollars, the-surplus products of the 
labor, the industry, and enterprise of this coun- 
try; and I ask if this was not imposed on the 
nation because of our naval imbecility and ina- 
bility to protect our commerce ; and shall we not 
profit by this lesson of fatal experience ? 

Sir, I ask gentlemen, if they ever heard of even 
a baggage wagon going without a guard in the 
neighborhood of an enemy! and shall we’expose | 
our immense commerce and our seamen on the | 
great highway of nations, swarming with pirates, 
without a guard, upon the plea of poverty, which 
this view of our resources will induce every candi : 
man to overrule? Sir, our Saviour advised his 
apostles to sell their cloaks to buy swords to protect 
them against robbers when journeying through tne 
wilderness; and shall we, in the full tide of our 
prosperity, with such immense resources, refus » to 
supply this small naval armament to gua: ! us 
through the great highway of nations, in/ested 
with sea-robbers? No, sir; this House has justly 
and liberally provided an army to protect « ur ter- 
ritorial frontiers and to avenge our wron zs, and 
I confidently hope will provide this additional 
naval force for the protection of our ct ‘nmerce, 
our seamen, and our maritime frontiers. 

Mr. Speaker, having presented my v ew of the 
projected force, the expense of estab! shing and 
maintaining it,the resources of the nation, and 
the important interests to be protected and secured 
by this additional naval armament, | must beg the 
further indulgence of the House while [ makea 
short reply to some of the prominent remarks of 
the honorable member from South Carolina (Mr. 
D. R. Wittiams,) and this, sir, 1 shall do with 
the most profound respect for that gentleman. I 
sincerely ,regret to find him enrolled with the 
opponents to the navy, after his distinguishing 
himself so highly by his excellent speech in favor 
of the army, so.congenial with the feelings of the 
nation and my own. 

Sir, is it pot a little extraordinary, that this 
gentleman should be opposed to this little addi- 
tion to the navy, for fear it might be misapplied, 
to endanger the liberties of the people, when he, 
with a fervor peculiarly his own, at the same time 
wished to be armed with the red lightning, with 
which he told us he would drive the fast-anchored 
British isle from her moorings, and in a feverish 
maoner threatened to make havoc on both sides 
of the British Channel? I must enter my protest 
against his being armed with this power. [am 
satisfied that it should remain where it is, and 
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where we know it willnot.be‘abused. Sir, he has 
told us that the United States were born without 
a navy, that there was no navy in the Revolution, 
and that without a navy we had attained our pre- 
seot high rank among the nations of the earth. 

That the United States were conceived with- 
outa navy I admit, but that they labored under 
the want of a navy at the commencement of the 
Revolution [ insist, or General Gage and his sav- 
age army would never have escaped from Boston, 
the cradle of the Revolution ; but the hardy, Her- 
culean sons of New England would have made 
them pay for their temerity, and by their extirpa- 
tion have made them expiate every drop of blood 
shed at Lexington and Bunker’s Hill. 

But; sir, it will ever be gratefully recollected 
by the patriots of the Revolution, that the cap- 
ture of Cornwallis’s army at York town, by the 
united arms of France and America, put a glori- 
ous period tothe war of the Revolution, and gave 
birth to the empire of America; and that this 
great achievement was accomplished by the co- 
operation of the navy of France, then our mag- 
nanimous ally, that “ wonderful people,” whom 
the enemies of the Revolution will therefore never 
forgive. 

He tells us, England alone has been benefited 
by anavy. Iwill admit, that even her existence 
has been preserved by her navy; but I must in- 
sist, at the same time, that we have been nearly 
ruined for the want of one. 

He asks, if the President has been able with 
our present navy and gunboats to prevent the 
British from blockading up our ports and harbors ? 
I in reply say, no, sir, the President has not. And 
why has he not? ‘Because he had not the power 
by law, northe inclination, without it, to break the 
peace of that nation. I,in my turn, ask that gen- 
tleman, whether the President has not. (since 
Great Britain was by. law interdicted the ports 
and harbors of the United States) effectually pre- 
vented it by his proclamation, and by our frigates 
and gunboats? We all recollect the recent case 
of a British frigate anchoring in Hampton Roads, 
whose commander, hearing of a meditated attack 
by the gunboats at Norfolk, cut her cables in the 
night and run away to sea to avoid the conflict, 
although these gunboats are so frequently libelled 
on this floor. 

This gentleman, not content with opposing this 
additional naval armament, has also attacked the 
little navy we have. He:has told us “ the system 
is rotten to the core,” that the navy accounts are 
always incorrect, and that they are made out so 
that the expense of the repairs to the respective 
vessels in the navy yard, “ under the nose of the 
Government,” cannot be distinguished from each 
other. Sir, if that subject is examined with can- 
dor, it will be found to arise from the promiscu- 
ous use of the materials provided at the navy 
yard, where several vessels are repairing at the 
same time, and that the whole amount of the 
whole repairs are Correctly stated; and that it 
would be next to impracticable to distinguish 
where the timber, plank, spikes, oakum, and paint, 
were promiscuously used, to which vessel it was 
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particularly applied—nor can it be material,or any | blood of their countrymen on the frontiers—on 
evidence of a misapplication of naval fonds. But, | this text—‘ Cursed be him who doeth the work of 
sir, is it a fair mode to try the merits of a system, | the Lord deceitfully, and cursed be him that 
a system approved by its adoption-by the nation, | keepeth back his sword from blood.” And does 
by a charge of abuse in its management? I | not the murder of American seamen call as loud 
should presume not ; we ought to correct the abu- | for justice ? 
ses and preserve the system. Sir; Lam really surprised that this gentleman 
Sir, we have recently had the distingujshed aid | should deny. this small naval reinforcement to 
of that gentleman fo raise an army of twenty-five | our little navy ;. whose officers, he tells us, are so 
thouvand regulars. I ask-him, whether the clamors | brave. I am sure if our army was inferior to the 
of abuse in the sickness and deaths in the army | opposing force, he would make it at least equal to 
of New Orleans, would have had any operation | that of the enemy. ~ I think if he will not grant 
on his vote? No, sir, I.am confident it would | this additional force because it would be destroyed 
not; and we ail know, notwithstanding those | by the enemy, he, upon his own principles, is bound 
elamors, that the mortality among the troops at | to lay up our little navy in ordinary, to save it also 


that time was owing to the sickly season on raw | from destruction. 


troops in a sickly country, peculiarly sickly at the | 
time, and by the visitation of heaven, against 
which no policy could have obtained ; nor do I be- 


Sir, to magnify our difficulties he tells us, if we 
| had this additional force we could not get seamen 
/to man them without starving them into it, or by 


lieve that any man of candor, acquainted with the | impressment; against which he entered his pro- 


history of that business, can withhold his appro- 


bation of the honest zeal and official solicitude 


both of the Secretary at Warand the Commander- 
in-Chief, to preserve the health and lives of that 


army. 

Sir we are told, that the British have taken 
and destroyed a great. number of the French 
ships-of-the-line, and that they will certainly de- 
stroy our little navy ; “that our naval officers had 


taken the oath of blood,” and would. suffer them-. 


selves to be sunk before they would strike their 
colors. That the British have captured and de- 
stroyed many of the French ships-of-the-line in 
battle, by their superior. force, 1 readily admit, but 
that they had paid dearly for it, candor must al- 
low. The light ships, sloops ‘of war, and priva- 
teers of France, however, have greatly distressed 
the British commerce by eaptures to an immense 
amount, and yet Great Britain, although in sight 
of her, had not been able to prevent it, although 
France had scarcely a ship-of-the-line upon the 
ocean ; so that, by examining the naval history of 
France and England, we are rather encouraged to 
provide this force; and I hope we shall vote for 
this bill, although we have been told, (though not 
by the gentleman from South Carolina) that 
‘England is fighting the battles of the world,” as 


test. 

| [ have never heard before of any difficulty in 
| manning our frigates.in times of peace ; and I am 
| very confident that in time of war, when the valor 
| and patriotism of our seamen was in requisition, 
| and the rich prize harvest was before them, there 
| would be less difficulty. 
| Although I should join in protesting against the 
| impressment.of American seamen, which is a par- 
tial official demarkation of particular persons, by 
the capricious selection of the officer; yet, sir, | 
can see no principle of discrimination between a 
| fair draught of seamen, to defend their country on 
| their elernent, the water, and of militiamen to 
defend their country on the land; though, | hope, 
the patriotism of the sons of America will never 
make a draught in either case necessary. 

Although, sir, this gentleman has’so powerfully 
opposed this proposed additional force, I think if 
his arguments are fairly examined, the United 
| States: cannot. sustain any material ldss by its 
adoption, or he has expressed a very unkind dis- 
position to the citizens of the United States, in 
their individual capacities; whose interest he af- 
| feets so sedulously to protect in their national 
| character. 

He has told us,“ that the letters of marque and 











we well know she is plundering the commerce of } privateers of the citizens of the United States will 


the greater part of it. 


destroy the British ecommerce; he will trust to 


Sir, that our naval officers have distinguished | them.” What, sir, does hewwish that national 


themselves, is proudly admitted by usall, and that 
to secure the restoration of American impressed 
seamen by reprisals on British subjects, and their 
exchange for our citizens groaning in bondage, 
would gladden the heart ofevery honest tar, as well 
as every real American, I hope shortly to see real- 
ized. Our naval. officers, for so noble a purpose, 
would nobly fulfil their “oath of blood,” an oath 
taken by every officer of the army and navy when 
he. takes his commission. “Blood for blood,” is 
an injunction of our holy religion; itis therefore a 
christian duty. I recollect, about the commence 

ment of the wart of the Revolution, reading a ser- 
mon preached in Virginia, I think bya Mr. Davis, 
to a body of troops just marching against the In- 
dians, who-had been imbruing their hands in the 


wrongs should: be redressed by individual enter- 
| prise, without lending the litue aid contemplated ? 

Sir, if private citizens can make a profit by fit- 
ting out privateers, by the amount of their prizes, 
will not the frigates contemplated, fitted out by 
the nation, be as likely to succeed? Can the 
United States, when the timber is prepared and 
the ordnance ready, feel greater difficulties than 
the individual, who. will be obliged to provide 
every material for the special oveasion, and which 
will be no longer useful to him ? 

Sir, the gentleman has demonstrated, that the 
voting these frigates must be-expedient, or that he 
wished to involve private adventurers in an ua- 
profitable enterprise, to promote the public good 
His official zea!.to preserve the treasure of his 
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country has. made him forget the interest of his | tween the adoption of the principle of a system- 
countrymen. He, sir, in his conclusion made an | atic maintenance of our maritime rights, by mar- 
uofortunate remark, that we have “a noble foe,” | itime means, and relief from our present national 
to contend with, and ought to act with pecu- | embarrassments. ' 
liarcaution. “A noble foe,” Mr. Speaker! Ifthe I confess to you, Mr. Speaker, I never can look— 
most flagrant violation of our neutral commerce, | indeed, in my opinion, no American statesman 
by its indiscriminate plunder; be “noble ;” if the | ought ever to look—on any question touching the 
most unhallowed, piratical practice of impressing | vital interests of this nation, or of any of its com- 
native American seamen be “noble ;” if the com-/} ponent parts, without keeping at all times in dis- 

lling impressed native American seamen to shed | tinct view the nature of our political association, 
the blood of their country, be “noble ;” if mur-| and the character of the independent sovereign- 
dering and hanging American seamen in cold | ties which compose it. Among States, the only 
blood be “ noble ;” if, after firing the first shot,the | sure and permanent bond of union is interest. 
fixing it on us, by the perjuries of a whole crew, | And the vital interésts of States, although they 
be “noble,” they are certainly a nation of nobles. | may be sometimes obscured, can never, for a very 
But, sir, I differ most cordially with that gentle- | long time, be misapprehended. The natural pro- 
man in their being a noble foe—l really consider | tection which the essential interests of the great 
them. a band of perjured piratical plunderers, | component parts of our political association require 
murderers, and sea-robbers, and I feel no hesita- | will be sooner or later understood by the States 
tion in declaring them an ignoble foe, whom I | concerned in those interests. Ifa protection, upon 
hope very soon to see chastised by the strong arm | system, be not, provided, it is impossible that dis- 
of avenging justice. | content should not result. And need I tell states- 

Mr. Quincy.—Mr. Speaker, I rise to address | men, that, when great local discontent is com- 
you, om this occasion, with no affected diffidence, | bined in those sections with great physical power, 
and with many doubts.concerning the expediency | and with acknowledged portions of sovereignty, 
of taking any part in this debate. On the one | the inbred ties of nature will be too strong for the 
hand, the subject has been discussed with a zeal, | artificial ties of parchment compact. Hence it 
industry, and talent, which leave but little scope | results that the essential interests of the great com- 
for novelty, either in topic or illustration. On the} ponent parts of our association ought to be the 
other hand, arguments from this side of the House, | polar lights of all our.statesmen—by them, they 
in favor of this question, are received with so nat-| should guide theircourse. According to the bear- 
ural a jealousy, that I know not whether more | ings and variations of those lights, should the 
may not be lost than gained by so unpropitious a | statesmen of such a country adjust their policy— 
support. Indeed, sir, if this subject had been dis- | always bearing in mind two assurances, as funda- 
cussed on narrow or temporary or party. princi-| mental principles of action, which the nature of 
ples, I should have been silent. On such ground, | things teaches, that, although temporary circum- 
Ieould not condescend to debate—I could not hope | stances—party spirit, local rivalries, personal jeal- 
toinfluence. But, thescale of discussion has been | ousies, suggestions of subordinate interests—may 
enlarged and liberal—relative rather to the gen- | weaken, or even destroy, for a time, the influence 
eral system, than to the particulat exigency. In| of the leading and permanent interests of any 
almost every respect, it has heen honorable to the | great section of the country, yet those interests 
House, and auspicious to the prospects of the | must ultimately and necessarily predominate, and 
nation. -In such a state of feeling and:sentiment, | swallow up all these local and. temporary and per- 
I could not refrain from indulging the hope that sonal and subordinate considerations ; in other 
suggestions, even from so favorite a quarter, would | words, the minor iaterests will soon begin to real- 
be received with candor—perhaps with attention. | ize the essential connexion which exists between 
And, when I consider the deep interest whigh the | their prosperity and the prosperity of those great 
State from which I have the honor to be a Rep-| interests which, in such sections of the country, 
resentative has, according to my apprehension, in | nature has made predominant; and that no polit- 
the event, I cannot permit the opportunity entirely | ical connexion among free’States can be lasting, 
to pass; without bringing my small tribute of | or ought to be, which systematically oppresses, or 
reflection to the general stock of the House. |.systematically refuses to protect, the vital inter- 

The object I shall chiefly attempt to enforce, is,| ests of any of the sovereignties which compose it. 
the necessity and duty of a systematic protection! I have recurred to these general considerations, 
of our maritime rights, by maritime means. ‘I | to introduce and elucidate this principle, which 
would call the thoughtfal and intelligent men of | is the basis of my argument, that, as it is the in- 
this House and nation to the contemplation of the | cumbent duty of every nation to protect its essen- 
essential connexion between a naval force, pro-| tial interests, so, it is the most impressive and 
portionate to the circumstances of our seacoast, | critical duty of a nation, composed of a voluntary 
the extent of our commerce, and the inherent en- | association of vast, powerful, and independent 
terprise of our people: I say, sir, I would call them | States, to protect the essential interests of all its 
to the contemplation of the essential connexion | great component parts. And I add, that this pro- 
between such a naval force and the safety, pros-; tection must not be formal or fictitious, but that 
perity, and existence,of our Union. In the course it must be proportionate to the greatness of those 
of my observations, and as a subsidiary argument, | interests, and of a nature to give content to the 
I shall also attempt to show the connexion be-! States concerned in their protection. 

















In reference to this principle, the course of my 
reflections will be guided by two general -inqui- 
ries—the nature of the interest to be protected, 
and the nature of the protection to be extended. 
In pursuing these inquiries, I shall touch very 
slightly, if at all, on the abstract duty of protee- 
tion, which is the very end of all political associ- 
ations,and, without the attainment of which, they 
are burdéns, and no blessings. But, Ishall keep 
it mainly in my purpose to establish the connex- 
ion between a naval force and commercial pros- 
perity ; and to show the nature of the necessity, 
and the degree of our capacity, to give to our mar- 
itime rights a maritime protection. 

In contemplating the ndtute of the interest to 
be protected, three prominent features strike the 
eye, and direct the course of reflection, viz: its 
locality, its greatness, and its permanency. 

The locality of any great interest, in an ‘associ- 
ation of States, such as compose this Union, will 
be a circumstance of primary importance, in the 
estimation of every wise statesman, When a great 
interest is equally diffused over the whole mass, 
it may be neglected or oppressed or even aban- 
doned, with less hazard of internal dissension. 
The equality of the pressure lightens the burden. 
The common nature of the interest removes the 
causes of jealousy. A concern, equally affecting 
the happiness of every part of the nation, it is nat- 
ural to suppose, is equally dear to all, and equally 
understood by all. Hence results acquiescerice 
in any artificial or political embarrassment of it. 
Sectional fears‘and suspicions, in such case, have 
no food for support, and no stimulant for activity. 
But, it is far otherwise when a great interest is, 
from its nature, either wholly, or in a very great 
proportion local. In relation to such a local inter- 
est, it is impossible that jealousies and suspicions 
should not arise, whenever it is obstructed by any 
artificial or political embarrassment; and itis also 
impossible that they should not be, in a greater or 
less degree, just. It is true, of the wisest and the 
best and the most thoughtful of our species, that 
they are so constituted as not deeply to realize the 
importance of interests which affect them not at 
all, or very remotely. Every local circle of States, 
as well as of individuals, has a set of interests, 
in the prosperity of which, the happiness of the 
section to which they belong is identified ;—in 
relation to which interests, the hopes and the'fears, 
the reasonings and the schemes, of the inhabit- 

ants of such sections are necessarily fashioned and 
conducted. It is morally impossible, that those 
concerned in such sectional interests should not 
look with some degree of jealousy on schemes 
adopted in relation to those interests, and prose- 
cated by men, a majority of whom have a very 
remote or very small stake in them. And this 
jealousy must rise to an extreme height, when the 
course of measures adopted, whether they have | 
relation to the management or the protection of | 
such interests, wholly contravene the opinions and | 
the practical experience of the persons immedi- 
ately concerned in them. This course of reflec- 
tion has a tendency to illustrate this-idea—that, 
as in every political association it is of primary 
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importance that the great interests of each local 
| section should be skilfully and honestly managed 
and protected, so, in selecting the mode and means 
| of management and protection, an especial regard 
should be had to the content and rational satis. 
faction of thosé most deeply concerned in such 
sectional interests. Theories and speculations of 
the closet, however abundant in a show of wis. 
'dom, are never to be admitted to take the place 
| of those principles of conduct in which experience 
has shown the prosperity and safety of such inter- 
ests to consist. - Practical knowledge, and that 
| sagacity which results from long attention to great 
| interests, never fail to inspire a just self-conf- 
| dence in relation to those interests—a confidence 
| not to be browbeaten by authority, nor circum- 
' vented by any general réasoning. And, in a 
national point of view, it is-scarcely of more im- 
| portance that the course adopted should be wise, 
than that content and rational satisfaction should 
be given. 
On this topic of locality, I shall confine myself 
to One or two very plain statements. It seems 
sufficient to observe, that commerce is, from the 
| nature of things, the leading interest of more than 
| one-half, and that it is‘the predominant interest 
| of more than one-third, of the people of the Uni- 
ted States. The States north of the Potomac 
contain nearly four millions of souls; and surely 
it needs no proof to convince the most casual ob- 
seryer, that the proportion which the commercial 
interest’ bears to the other interests of that great 
section of the Union, is such as entitles it to the 
denomination of leading interest. The States 
north of the Hudson contain nearly two and a half 
millions of souls ; and ‘surely there is as little need 
of proof to show that the proportion the commer- 
cial interest bears to the other interests of that 
Northern section of the Union, is such as entitles 
it there to the denomination of predominating 
interest. In all the country between the Potomac 
and the Hudson the interest of commerce is so 
great, in proportion to the other interests, that its 
embarrassment clogs and weakens the energy of 
every Other description of industry. Yet, the 
agricultural and manufacturing interests of this 
séctiom are of a nature and a magnitude, both in 
respect of the staples of the one and the objects of 
the other, as render them, in a very considerable 
degree, independent of the commercial. And, 
although they feel the effect of the obstruction of 
commerce, the feeling may be borne for a long 
time, without much individual suffering, or any 
general distress. But,in the country north of the 
Hudson, the proportion and connexion of these 
great interests are different. Both agriculture and 
manufactures have there grown up in more inti- 
mate rélation tocommerce. The industry of that 
section has its shape and energy from comuner- 
cial prosperity. ‘To the construction, the supply, 
and the support of navigation, its manufactures 
have a direct or indirect reference; and it is not 
very different with its agriculture. A country di- 
vided fnto small farms, among a population great 
compared with its extent, requires quick circu- 
lation and easy processes in the exchange of its 
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commodities. This can only be obtained by an 
active and prosperous commerce. 

In order more clearly to apprehend the locality 
of the commercial interest, cast your eyes upon the 
abstract of tonnage—lately laid upon our tables, 
according to annual custom—by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and it will be found that the aggre- 
gate tonnage of the United States is 1,424,000. Of 








this, there is owned— Tons. 
Between the Mississippi and the Potomac - | 221,000 
Between the Potomac and the Hudson - 321,000 
And north of the Hudson - - - - 882,000 
Total - : - - - - - 1,424,000 


If this tonnage be estimated, new and old, (as it 
may, without extravagance,) at an average value 
of fifty dollars per ton, the total aggregate value 
of the tonnage of the United States may be stated, 
in round numbers, at $70,000,000. Of which— 


Four-sevenths are owned north of the Hud- 
son,equalto - - $40,000,000 
Two-sevenths are owned between the 


Hudson and the Potomac, equal to - 20,000,000 
One-seventh is owned south of the Poto- 
mac, equalto — - - - - - 10,000,000 


Total - - - - - - $70,000,000 

To place the locality of this interest in a light 
still more striking and impressive. I state, that it 
appears by that abstract that the single State 
of Massachusetts, alone, possesses nearly half a 
million of tonnage—precisely, in round numbers, 
496,000 tons—an amount of tonnage equal, within 
50,000 tons, to the whole tonnage owned by all | 
the States south of the Hudson. 

I refer to this exeessive disproportion between 
the tonnage owned in different States, and sec- 
tions of the United States, rather as a type than 
as an estimate of the greatness of the compara- 
tive disproportion of the whole commercial inter- 
est in those respective States and sections. - The 
truth is, this is much greater than the proportion 


of tonnage indicates, inasmuch as the capital and | posure. 
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with a great variety of particulars, the effect of 
the whole should be lost in the multitude of details. 
Let us inquire into the amount of property annu- 
ally exposed to maritime depredation, and what 
the protection of it is worth to the nation, which 
is its proprietor. An estimate of this kind must 
necessarily be very loose and general; but it will 
be sufficiently accurate to answer all the purposes 
of the argument. For, the subject is of that mas- 
sive character, that a mistake of many millions 
makes no material alteration in the conclusion to 
be drawn from the statement. 

For the following estimate of the value of freight 
and tonnage, I am indebted to an honorable friend 
and colleague, (Mr. Reep,) whose information 
and general intelligence concerning commercial 
subjects are, perhaps, not exceeded by those.of 
any gentleman in either branch of Congress: 


The total export of the United States; in the Treasury 
year ending October 1, 1807, was $108,000,000 ; that 
of the year ending October 1, 1811, was $61,000,000. 
The average value exceeds $80,000,000. But, to 
avoid all cavil, I state the annual average value of 
exports of the United States at - - $70,000,000 

To this, add the annual average value of ' 
the shipping of the United States, which, 
new and old, cannot be less than ‘$50 
per ton, and on 1,400,000 tons, is also - 

To this, add the annual average value of 
freight, out and home, which, calculated 
on voyages of all description, may be 
fairly stated at $70 per ton, andis - 

To this, add the total average value of pro- 
perty annually at risk, in our coasting 
trade, which cannot be less than,.and 
probably far exceeds - - - - 

For the present object, I may be permit- 
ted to state the value of the skill and 
industry of our seamen to their country 
at $500 each, which, for 120,000 sea- 
men, (the unquestionable number,) is - 


70,000,000 
98,000,000 


100,000,000 


60,000,000 


Making a gross aggregate of - $398,000,000 








Our seamen are also the subjects of annual ex- 
The value of this hardy, industrious,and 


the industry occupied in finding employment for | generous race of men is not to be estimated in 


this great amount of tonnage, are almost wholly | money. 


The pride, the hope, and (if you would 


possessed by the sections of the country to which | permit) the bulwark, of this commercial commu- 


that tonnage belongs. A satisfactory estimate of 
the value of that capital and industry would re- 
quire a minuteness of detail little reconcileable 


nity, are not to be put into the:scale against silver 
and gold, in any moral or political estimate. 
Although I have no question of the entire cor- 


either with your patience, or with the necessity | rectness of the foregoing calculation, yet, for the 
of the present argument. Enough has been said | purpose of avoiding every objection which might 
to convince any one who will take the trouble to | arise in relation to the value of freight or tonnage, 
reflect upon the subject, that the interest is, in-its | I put out of the question ninety-millions of the 
nature, eminently local ; that it is impossible it | estimate, and state the amount of annual mari- 
can be systematically abandoned, without con- | time exposure at only $300,000,000. To this, must 
vulsing that whole section of country ; and that | be added the value of the property on our sea- 
the States interested in this commerce, so vital to | board—of all the lives of our citizens—and of all 
their prosperity, have a right’to claim, and ought | the cities and habitations on the coast, exposed to 
not to be content with less than, efficient pro- | instant insult and vidlation, from the most con- 
tection. temptible maritime planderer. No man can think 

The imperious nature of this duty will be still | that | am extravagant, if | add, on this account, 
further enforced by considering the greatness of | an amount equal to that annually exposed at sea, 
this interest. In doing this, I prefer to presenta | and state the whole amount of maritime and sea- 
single view of it, lest, by distracting the attention | coast exposure, in round numbers, at §600,000,000. 
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Tam aware that this estimate falls short of the 
reality. I know that the safety of our domestic 
hearths and our altars, and the security of all the 
dear and tender objects of affection and duty which 
surround them, are beyond the reach of pecuni- 
ary estimates. But I lay these considerations out 
of the question, and simply inquire, what is the 
worth of a rational degree of security in times of 
war for an amount of property, considering it 
merely as an interest.to be insured at the market 
rate of the worth of protection. Suppose an indi- 
vidual had a property-at. risk. which in time of 
peace was subject to so much plunder and insult, 
and in time of war was liable to be swept away, 
would he not. be deemed unwise, or rather abso- 
lutely mad, if he neglected, at the annual sacri- 
fice of one or two, or even three per cent., to obtain 


for this property a very high degree of security—. 


as high, perhaps as the Divine will permits man 
to-enjoy, in relation to the possessions of this life ; 
which, according to the fixed dispensations of his 
Providence, are necessarily uncertain and transi- 
tory? But suppose that instead of one, two, or 
three per cent., he could, by the regular annual 
application of two-thirds of one per cent. upon the 
whole amount of the property at risk, obtain a 
security thus high and desirable; to what language 
of wonder and contempt would such an individ- 
ual subject himself, who, at so smalla sacrifice, 
would refuse or neglect fo obtain so important a 
blessing! What, then, shall be said of a nation 
thus neglecting and thus refusing, when toitattach 
not only all the considerations of interest and pre- 
servation of property which belong to the indi- 
vidual, but other, and far higher, aod more im- 
pressive—such as the maintenance of its peace, 
of its honor, the safety of the lives of its citizens, 
of its seaboard from devastation, and even, per- 
haps, of its children and females from -massacre 
or brutal violence! Is there any language of con- 
tempt and detestation too strong for such blind 
infatuation—such palpable improvidence? For, 
let it be remembered, that two-thirds of one per 
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total export of the United States in 1807, [It js 
true, that this is the. official value of the :British 
export, and that the real value is somewhat higher 
—perhaps thirty per cent. This circumstance. 
although it in a degree diminishes the approxi. 
mation of the American to the British commerce 
in point of amount, does not materially affect the 
argument, Upon the basis of her commerce. 
Great Britain maintains a maritime force of 900 
or 1,000 vessels of war. And will it be seriously 
contended, that, upon the basis of a commerce 
like ours, thus ae upon the heels of British 
greatness, we are@psolutely without the ability of 
maintaining the security of our seaboard, the safety 
of our cities, and the unobstructed course of our 
coasting trade ? 

By recurring to the permanency of this inter- 
est, the folly and maduess of this negligence and 
misplaced meanness—for it does not deserve the 
name of economy—will be still more distincily 
exhibited. If this commerce were the mushroom 

| growth of a night—if it had its vigor from the 

temporary excitement and the accumulated nutri- 

ment which warring elements:in Europe had swept 
oo the places of their natural deposite—then, 
| indeed, there might be some excuse for a tempo- 
| rizing policy touching so transitory an interest. 
But commerce ia the Eastern States is of no for- 
eign growth, and of no adventitious seed; its root 
is of a fibre-which almost two centuries have 
nourished; and ‘the perpetuity of its destiny 1s 
| written in legible characters, as well in the nature 
of the country, as in the disposition of its inhab- 
itants. .Indeed, sir, look along your whole coast, 
from Passamaquoddy to Capes Henry and Charles. 
and behold the deep'and far-winding creeks and 
‘inlets, the noble basins, the projecting headlands, 
| the majestic rivers; and those sounds and bays, 

which are more like inland seas, than anything 
called by those names in other quarters of the 
globe! Can any man do this, and not realize that 
| the destiny ofthe people inhabiting such a coun- 

try is essentially maritime ? Can any man do 








cent. upon the amount of property thus annually | this, without being impressed by the conviction. 
exposed is $4,000,000 ; the annual systematic ap- | that, although the poor projects of politicians may 
propriation. of which amount would answer all | embarrass, for a time, the dispositions growing 
the purposes and hopes.of commerce—of your | out of the condition of such a country, yet, thal 
cities and seaboard. nature will be too strong for cobweb regulations, 

But, perhaps, the greatness of this interest, and | and will vindicate her rights. with certain effect— 
our pecuniary ability to protect it, may be made | perhaps with awful perils? No nation ever did 
more strikingly apparent by a comparison of our | or ever.ought to resist such allurements and invi- 
commerce with that.of Britain, in the single par- | tations to a‘ particular mode of industry. The 





ticular of export, I state, then, asa fact, of which | 
any man may satisfy himself by a reference to Mc- | 
Pherson’s Annals of Commerce, where the tables 
of British export may be found, that, taking the 
nine years prior to the war of our Revolution—from 
1766 to 1774, inclusive—the total average export 
of Great Britain was £16,000,000 sterling ; equal 
to $71,000,000—an amount less, by $10,000,000, 
than the present total average export of the | 
United States. And again, taking the nine years | 
beginning with 1789, aud ending with 1797, in- 

clusive, the total annual average export of Great 

Britain was £24,000,000 sterling—equal to $106:- 

000,000—which ‘is: less, by $2,000,000, than the 








purposes of Providence relatiye to the destination 
of men are to be gathered fromthe circumstances 
in which his beneficence has placed them ; and tv 
refuse to make use of the means of prosperity 
which his goodness has put into our hands, what 
is it but spurning at his bounty, and rejecting the 
blessings which his infinite wisdom has designated 
for us, by the very nature of his allotments? The 
employments of industry, connected with navi- 
gation and commercial enterprise, are precious to 
the people of that quarter of the country, by an- 
cient prejudice, not less than recent profit. The 
occupation is rendered dear and venerable, by ail 
the cherished associations of our infancy, and all | 
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the sage and prudential maxims of our ancestors. | the purposes of the present argument, I may admit 
And, as to the lessons of encouragement, derived | that pecuniary calculation ought to be put out of 
from recent experience, what nation, within a | the field, when spirit is to. be shown, or honor 
similar period, ever received so many that were | vindicated. I only design to inquire how our mar- 
sweet and salutary? What nation, in so short a | itime rights are protected by such invasion. Sup- 
time, ever before ascended to such a height of | pose that in every land-project-you are suc¢cess+ 
commercial greatness ? | ful—suppose both the Canadas, Quebec, Halifax, 

Jt has been said, by some philosophers of the’| everything to the North pole, yours by fair con- 
other hemisphere, that Nature. in this New World, | quest—are. your rights on the ocean, therefore, 
had worked by a sublime scale; that our moun- | secure? Does your flag float afterwards in honor? 
tains and-rivers and lakes were, beyond all com- | Are your seamen safe: from impressment ? Is 
parison, greater than anything the Old World | your-course along the highway of nations unob- 
could boast of; that she had here made nothing | structed. Noone pretends it. No one has or can 
diminutive, except its animals. And ought we | show, by any logical deduction, or any detail of 
not to fear that the bitterness of this sarcasm | facts, that the loss of those countries would so 
f 
| 
| 





should be concentrated on our country.by a course | compress Great Britain as to induce her to aban- 
of policy wholly unworthy of the magnitude and | don for one hour any of her maritime pretensions. 
nature of the interests committed te our guardian- | What then results? Why, sir—what is palpable 
ship? Have we not reason to fear that some | as the day—that maritime rights are only to be 
future cynic, with an asperity which truth shall | maintained by maritime means. This species of 
make piercing, will declare that all things in the | protection must be given, or all clamor about mar- 
United States are great, except their statesmen ;.| itime rights will be understood, by the people 
and that we are pigmies, to whom Providence has | interested in them, to be hollow or false ; or (what 
intrusted, for some inscrutable purpose, gigantic is worse) an intention to co-operate with the ene- 
labors? Can we deny the justice of such sever- | mies of our commerce in a still further embar- 
ity of remark, if, instead of adopting a scale of | rassment of it. 
thought and a standard of action proportionate to| While lam_on this point, I cannot refrain from 
the greatness of our trust, and the multiplied ne- | noticing a strange solecism which seems.to pre- 
cessities of the people, we bring to our task the | vail, touching the term flag. It is talked about 
mere measures of professional industry, and mete | as though there was something mystical in its very 
out contributions for national safety by our fee- nature—as though a rag, with certain stripes and 
tables, our yard-sticks, and our gill-pots? Can | stars upon it, tied to a stick, and ealled a flag, was 
we refrain from subscribing to the truth of such | a wizard’s wand, and entailed security on every- 
censure, if we do not rise, in some degree to the | thing under it, or within its sphere. A flag is the 
height of our obligations,and teach ourselves to | evidence of power. A land flag-is the. evidence of 
conceive, and with the people to realize, the vast- | land power; a maritime flag is the evidence of mar- 
ness of those relations which are daily springing itime power. You may haveva piece of bunting 
up among States which are not-so much one | upon a staff, and call it a flag, but, if you have no 
empire as a congregation of empires ? _maritime power to maintain it, you have a name, 
Having concluded what I intended to suggest, | but no reality ; you have the shadow, without the 
in relation to the uature of the interest to be pro-') substance; you have the sign ofa flag, but in truth, 
tected, I- proceed to consider the nature of the pro- | you have no flag. 
tection which it is our duty to extend. And here,| In considering this subject of maritime protec- 
Mr. Speaker, I am necessitated to make an observa- | tion, I shall recur to the nature and degree of it, 
tion which is so simple and so obvious, that were it | and to our capacity to extend it. And there, we 
not for the arguments urged against the principle | are diways met, at the very threshold, with this 
of maritime protection, | should have deemed. the | objection: “A naval force requires much time to 
mere mention of it to require an apology. The | get it into readiness, and the exigency will be past 
remark is this: that rights, in their nature local, | before the preparation can be completed.” This 
can only be maintained where they exist, and not | want of foresight, in times past, is made an apol- 
where they do not exist. If you had a field to) ogy for want of foresight, in the time present. 
defend in Georgia, it would be very strange to put ;} We were unwise, in the beginning, and unwise 
up a fence in Massachusetts. And yet, how does | we resolve to continue; until the end of the chap- 
this differ from invading Canada, for the purpose ter. We refuse todo anything until the moment 
of defending our maritime rights? I beg notto of exigency, and then it is too late. Thus our 
be understood, Mr. Speaker, by this remark, as improvidence is made sponsor for our disinclina- 
ne to chill the ardor fur the Canadaexpe- tion. But what is the law of nature and the dic- 
dition. It is very true, that, to possess ourselves tate of wisdom, on this subject? The casualties 
of the Canadas, and Nova Scotia, and their de- | of life, the accidentsto which man is exposed, are 
pendencies, it would cost these United States, at the modes established by Providence for his in- 
the least estimate, $50,000,000; and that Great struction. This isthe law of our nature.. Hence 
Britain’s national pride, and her pledge of protec- | it is that adversity is said to keep a school, for cer- 
tion to the people of that country, being put out tain people, who will learn in no other. Hence. 
of the question, she would sell you the whole ter- | too, the poet likens it to “a toad, ugly.and veno- 
ritory. for half the money. I make no objection, | mous, which bears a preeious jewel tn his head.”’ 
however, on this account. On the contrary, for | And, in another place, but with the same general 
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relation, “ out of this thorn danger, we pluck the 
flower safety.” This law is just as relative to 
nations, asit is toindividuals. For,;notwithstand- 
ing all the vaunting of statesmen, their whole 
business is to apply an enlarged common sense to 
the affairs, intrusted to their management. It is 
as much the duty of-the rulers of a State, as itis 
that of an individual, to learn wisdom from mis- 
fortune, and to draw from every particular in- 
stance of adversity, those maxims of conduct, by 
the collection and application of which, our in- 
tellectualand moral natures are distinguished and 
elevated. In all cases of this kind, the inquiry 
vag to be, is the-exigency peculidr, or is it gen- 
eral? Is it one, in which human effort is una- 
vailing, and therefore, requires only the exercise 
of a resignation and wise submission to the divine 
will; or isit one which skill, or power, may limit 
or obviate ? On the result of this inquiry our ob- 
ligations depend. For when man conducts to- 
wards a general evil, as though it were peculiar ; 
or when, through ignorance or pusillanimity, he 
neglects to use the means of relief, or prevention, 
to the extent in whieh he possesses them; if he 
stretches himself out in a stupid languor, and re- 
fuses to do anything because he finds he cannot 
do everything, then indeed all his clamors against 
the course of nature, or the conduct of others, are 
but artifices, by which he wouid conceal from 
the world, perhaps from himself, the texture of 
his own guilt. His misfortunes are, in such case, 
his crimes. Let them proceed from what source 
they will, he is himself, at least, a hand-worker 
in the fabric of his own miseries: 

Mr. Speaker, can any one contemplate the ex- 


igency, which at this day depresses our country, | 


aod for one moment, deem it peculiar? The de- 
gree of such commercial exigencies may vary, 
but they must always exist. It is absurd to sup- 

se that'such a population as is that of the At- 
antic States can be either driven or decoyed from 
the ocean. It is just. as absurd to imagine, that 
wealth will not invite cupidity ; and that weak- 
ness will not insure both insult and pluoder. The 
circumstances of our age makes this truth signally 
impressive. Who does not see, in the conduct of 
Europe, a general departure from those. common 
principles, which once constituted national mo- 
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bill now under debate. Undoubtedly, an appro. 
priation for the building of ten, or any other ad. 
ditional number of frigates, would be so distinct 
a manifestation of the intention of the Nationa| 
Legislature to extend to commerce its natura| 
protection, as in itself to outweigh any theoretic 
preference for a maritime force of higher char- 
acter. I cannot, therefore, but cordially suppor, 
an appropriation for a species of protection so 
important and desirable. Yet in an argument, 
having relation to the. system, rather than to the 
occasion, I trust, I shall, have the indulgence of 
the House, if my course of reflections should take 
a wider range than the propositions on the table. 
and embrace, within the scope of remark, the gen- 
eral principles by) which the nature and degree of 
systematical naval protection should in my judg- 
ment be regulated. 3 
Here, it seems hardly necessary to observe, that 
a main object of all protection is satisfaction to 
the persons, whose interests are intended to be 
protected. And to this object a peculiar attention 
ought to be paid, when it happens that themajor- 
ity of the rulers of a nation are composed of per- 
sons, not immediately concerned in those interests, 
and not generally suspected of having an over- 
whelming attachment to them. In such a state 
of things, it is peculiarly inyportant that the course 
| of conduct adopted should be such as to indicate 
systematic intention as to the end, and wise adapta- 
tion a8 to’the means. For in no other way can 
| that satisfaction of whieh I speak.result; and 
| which is, in-a national point of view, at the same 
| time, one of the most important objects of Goy- 
/ernment, and one of the most certain evidences 
of its wisdom. For men, interested in protectivn, 
| will always deem themselves the best judges of 
| the nature of that protection. And as such men 
| can never be content with anything short of ef- 
| ficient protection, according tothe nature of the 
object, so instinct, not less than reason, will in- 
struct them whether the meaas you employ are. 
in their nature, real or illusory. Now, in order 
| to know what will give this satisfaction to the 
| persons interested, so desirable both to them aud 
|to the nation, it is necessary to know the nature 
and gradation in value of*those interests and to 
extend protection, not so much with a lavish as 








rality ?. What is safe, which power can seize, or | with a discriminating and parental hand. It i 


ingenuity can circumvent? Or what truths 
more palpable than these—that there is no safety 
for national rights, but in the national arm; and 
that important interests, systematically pursued, 
must be systematically protected. 

Touching the nature and degree of that mari- 
time protection, which it may be wise in this 
nation te extend to its maritime interests, it seems 
to me, that our exertions should rather be excited 
than graduated, by the present exigency; that 
our duty is fo inquire, upon a general scale, what 
our commercial citizens have, in this respect, a 


right to claim; and what is the unquestionable | 


obligaticn of a commercial nation, to so great a 
elass of its interests. For this purpose, my obser- 
vations will have reference, rather to the prin- 
ciples of the system, than to-the provisions of the 


| happen in respect of any interest,as it is acknow!- 
edged on all sides it is at present the case with 
the commercial, thatit cannot be protected against 
all the world to the uttermost of its greatness and 
dispersion, then the inquiry occurs what branch 
of this interest is most precious to commercial 
men, and what is the nature of that protection 
which will give to it the highest degree of cer- 
tainty of which its nature is susceptible? It has 
| been by the result of these two inquiries, in my 
| mind, that its opinion has*been determined con- 
| cerning the objects and the degree of protection. 
Touching that branch of interest which is most 
| precious to commercial men, it is impossible that 
| there ean be any mistake. For however dear the 
| interests of property or of life, exposed upon the 
| ocean, may be to their Owners or their triends ; 
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yet the safety of our altars.and of our firesides, of 
our cities and of our seaboard, must, from the na- 
wure of things, be entwined into the affections by 
ies incomparably more strong and tender.. And 
it happens that both national pride and honor are 
peculiarly identified with the support of these 
rimary objects of commercial interes}. 

It is in this view, I state that the first and most 
important object of the nation ought to be such a 
naval force as shall give such a degree of rational 
security, as the nature of the subject admits, to 
our cities, and seaboard, and coasting trade; that 
the system of maritime protection ought. to rest 
upon this basis ; and that it should not attempt to 
go further, until these objects are secured. And 
|have no hesitation. to declare, that uatil such a 
maritime force, be systematically maintained by 
this nation, it shamefully neglects its. most impor- 
tant duties and most critical interests. 

With respect to the nature and extent of this 
naval force, some difference of opinion may arise, 
according to the view taken of ‘the primary ob- 
jects of protection. For myself, I consider, that 
those objects are first to be protected, in the safe- 
ty of whieh the national character and happiness 
aremost deeply interested. And theseare chiefly 
concerned, beyond all question, in the preserva- 
tion of our maritime settlements from pillage and 
our coast from violence. For this purpose, it is 
requisite that there should bea ship of war for 
the harbor of every great city of the United 
States, equal, in point,of force, to the usual grade 
of ships-of-the-line of the maritime belligerents. 
These ships might be so.instructed as to actsingly 
or together, as circumstances might require. My 
reason for the selection of this species of force is, 
that it puts every city and great harbor of the 
United States in a state of security from the insults, 
and the inhabitants of your seacoast from the dep- 
redation, of any single ship of war of any nation. 
To these should be added a number of frigates 
and smaller vessels of war. By such means our 
coasting trade might be protected, the mouths of 
our harbors secured (in particular that of the Mis- 
sissippi) from the buccaneers, of the West Indies, 
and, hereafter perhaps, from those of South Amer- 
icae A system of protection, graduated upon a 
scale so conformable to the nature of the country, 
and to the greatness of the commercial interest, 
would tend to quiet that spirit of jealousy which 
sonaturally amd so justly begins to spring upamong 
the States. Those interested in commerce would 
care little what local influences predominated, or 
how the ball of power vibrated among our fac- 
tions, provided an efficient protection of their 
essential interests, upon systematic principles, was 
not only secured by the letter of the Constitution, 
but assured by a spirit pervading every descrip- 
tion of their rulers. 

But it is said, that “ we have not capacity to 
maintain sucha naval force,” Is it want of pe- 
cuniary or want of physical capacity ? In rela- 
tion to our pecuniary capacity, I will not conde- 
scend to add any proof to that plain statement 
already exhibited, showing that we have an an- 
nual, commercial exposure, equal to six hundred 
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millions of dollars, and that two-thirds of one 
per cent. upon this amount of value, or four 
millions of dollars, is more than is necessary, if 
annually and systematically appropriated, for 
this great object; so anxiously and rightfully 
desired by your seaboard, and so essential to 
the honor and obligations of the nation. I will 
only make a single other statement, by way of 
illustrating the smallness of the annual appropri- 
ations, necessary for the attainment of this im- 
portant purpose. The annual appropriaton of 
one-sixth of one percent. on the amount of the 
value of the whole annual commercial exposure, 
(one million of dollars,) is sufficient to build in 
two years, six seventy-four gun ships; and takin 

the average expense in peace and war, the annua 

appropriation of the same sum is sufficient to 
maintain them afterwards, in a condition for ef- 
ficient service. This objection of pecuniary ina- 
bility, may be believed in the interior country, 
where the greatness of the commercial property 
and all the tender obligations connected with its 
preservation, are not realized. But, in the cities 
and in the commercial States, the extent of the 
national resources is more truly estimated. They 
know the magnitude of the interests at stake and 
their essential claim to protection. Why, sir, 
were we seriously to.urge this objection of pe- 
cuniary incapacity, to the commercial men of 
Massachusetts, they would laugh us to seorn. Let 
me state a single fact. In the year 1745, the 
State, then the colony of Massachusetts Bay, in- 
cluded a population of 220,000 souls, and. yet, in 
that infant state of the country, it owned a fleet 
consisting of three ships, one of which carried 
twenty guns, three snows, one brig, and three 
sloops; being an aggregate of ten vessels of war. 
These partook of the dangers, and shared in the 
glory, of that expedition which terminated with 
the ‘surrender of. Louisburg. Comparing the 
population, the extent of territory, the capital, and 
all the other resources of this great nation, with 
the narrow means of the colony of Massachusetts 
at that period of its history, it is not extravagant 
to assert, that the fleet it then possessed, in pro- 
portion to its pecuniary resources, was greater . 
than would be, in proportion to the resources of 
the United States, a fleet of fifty sail-of-the-line 
and one hundred frigates. With what language 
of wonder and admiration does that great orator 
and prince of moral statesmen, Edmund Burke, 
in his speech for conciliation with America, speak 
of the commerce and enterprise of that people! 
“ When we speak of the commerce with our 
‘ colonies, fiction lags after truth; invention is 
‘ unfruitful, and imagination cold and barren.” 
“No sea but what is vexed with their fisheries. 
‘No climate that is not witness to their toils. 
‘Neither the perseverance of Holland, nor the 
‘activity of France, nor the dextrous and firm 
* sagacity of English enterprise, ever carried this 
* most perilous mode of hard industry to the ex- 
* tent to which it has been pushed, by this recent 
‘ people ; a people, who are still, as it were, but 
‘in the gristle and not yet hardened into the bone 
‘of manhood.” And shall the descendants of 








963 
H. or R. 


such a people be told that their commercial rights 
are not worth defending, that the national arm is 
notequal to their protection? And this too, after 
the lapse of almost forty years has added an -ex- 
tent to their commerce beyond all parallel in his- 
tory, and after the strength and resources-associ- 
ated to protect them exceed, in point of pop- 
ulation, seven millions of souls, possessing a real 
and personal capital, absolutely incalculable ? 

Our pecuniary capacity, then, is unquestion- 
able; but it is said we are deficient in physical 

wer. It is strange that those who urge this ob- 
jection, assert it only as it respécts Great Britain, 
and admit, either expressly, or by implication, (in- 
deed, they cannot deny,) that it is within our 
physical capacity to maintain our maritime rights 
against every other nation. Now, let it be granted 
that we have such an utter incapacity in relation 
to the British naval power; grant that.at the nod 
of that nation, we must abandon the ocean to the 
very mouths: of our harbors, nay, our harbors 
themselves. What then ?~ Does it follow that a 
naval force is useless? Because we must submit 
to have our rights plufidered by one Power, does 
it follow that we must be tame and submissive to 
every other? Look at the fact. We have, with- 
in these ten years, lost more property by the plun- 
der of the minor naval Powers of Europe, France 
included, than would have been enough to have 
built and maintained twice the number of ships, 
sufficient for our protection against their depreda- 
tions. I cannot exceed the fact, when [ state the 
loss within that period, by those Powers, at thirty 
millions of dollars. Our capacity to defend our 
commerce against every one of these Powers is 
undeniable.- Because we cannot maintain our 
rights against the strong, shall we bear insult and 
invite plunder from the weak? Because there is 
one leviathan in the ocean, shall every shark sati- 
ate his maw on our fatness with impunity ? 

But, let us examine this doctrine of utter in- 
ability to maintain our maritime rights against 
Great Britain, so obtrusively and vehemently 
maintained by some who clamor the most yiv- 
lently against her insults and ‘injuries. If the 
project were to maintain our maritime rights 
against that mistress of the sea by convoys spread 
over every ocean, there would, indeed, be some- 
thing ludicrously fanciful and wild in the propo- 
sition. But nothing like this is either proposed 
or desired. The humility of commercial hope, 
in reference to that nation, rises no higher than 
the protection of our harbors and the security of 
our coasts and coasting trade. Is it possible that 
such a power as this shall. be denied to exist in 
this nation? If it exist, is it possible that its ex- 
ercise shall be withheld ? 

Look at the present state of our harbdrs and 
seacoast. See their exposure, I will not say to 
the fleets of Great Britain, but to any single ship- 
of-the-line, to any single frigate, to any sloop of 
war. It is true the policy of that nation induces 
her to regard your prohibitory laws; and her ships 
now seldom visit your ports. But suppose her 
policy should change ; suppose any one of her 
ships of war should choose to burn any of the 











HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Naval Establishment. 





964 


————E nee gees steaanee fees 








numerous settlements upon your seacoast, or to 
plunder the inhabitants of it; would there not be 
some security to those exposed citizens, if a nava| 
force were lying in every great harbor of the 
United States competent to protect or avenge the 
aggression. of any single ship of war, of what- 
ever force? Would not the knowledge of jts 
existente teach the naval commanders of that 
nation both caution and respect? Sir, it is wor- 
thy of this nation, and fully within its capacity 
to maintain such a force. Nota single Sea By! 
should put his head over our acknowledged water 


line without finding a power sufficient to take | 


him by the horns. 

But it is said: that“ in case of actual war with 
Great Britain, our ships would be useless. She 
would come and take them.” In reply to this 
objection, 1 shall-not recur to those details of cir- 
cumstances, already so ffequently stated, which 
would give our ships of war fighting on their own 
coasts, and in the proximity of relief and supply. 
sO many advantages over the ships of a nation 
obliged to come three thousand miles to the com- 
bat. Butallowing this argument from British na- 
val superiority its full foree, I ask, What is that 
temper.on which a nation can most safely rely in 
the day of trial? Is it that which takes counsel of 
fear, or that which listens only to the suggestions 
of duty? Is it that which magnifies all the rea! 
dangers until hope and exertion are paralyzed in 
their first germinations? Or is it that which dares 
to attempt noble ends by appropriate means; 
which, wisely weighing the nature of any antici- 
pated exigency, prepares according to its powers. 
resolved that whatever else it may want, to itsel! 
it will never be wanting? Grant all that is said 
concerning British naval superiority in the event 
of war, has comparative weakness nothing to hope 
from opportunity? Are not the circumstances 
in which this country and Great Britain would be 
placed, relative to naval combats upon our own 
coast, of a nature to strengthen the hope of such 
an opportunity.? Is it of no worth to a nation to 
be in a condition to avail itself of conjunctures 
and occurrences ?. Mr. Speaker, preparation in 
such cases is everything. All history is replete 
with the truth that the“ battle is not always to the 
strong, but that time and chance happen to all. 
Suppose that Great Britain should send twelve 
seventy-fours to burn our cities or lay waste our 
coasts; might notsuch a naval force be dispersed 
by storms, diminished by shipwrecks, or delayed 
and weakened by the events of the voyage? In 
such case, would it be nothing to have even hai 
that number of line-of-battle-ships, in a state o! 
vigorous preparation, ready to take the advantag¢ 
of so probable a cireumstance, and so providen- 
tial an interposition? Thé adage-of our schoo: 
books is as true in relation to Statés as to men 10 
common life, “Heaven helps those who help 
themselves.” It is almost alaw of nature. God 
grants everything to wisdom and virtue. He de- 
nies everything to folly and baseness. But sup- 
pose the worst. Grant that ina battle such a 
our brave seamen would fight in defence of their 
country, our ‘naval force be vanquished. Wha! 
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then? Did enemies ever plunder or violate more 
fiercely when weakened and crippled by the effects 
of a hard-bought victory, than when flushed, their 
veins full, they rush upon their prey. with cupid- 
ity stimulated by contempt? Did any foe ever | 
grant to pusillanimity what it would have denied 
to prowess? To be conquered is not always to 
be disgraced. The heroes who shall perish in 
such combats, shall notfall in vain for their eoun- 
try. Their blood will be the most precious, as well 
as the strongest cement of our Union.. What is 
it that constitutes the moral tie of our nation? -Is 
jt that paper contract called the Constitution ? 
Why is it that the man.of Virginia, the ‘man of | 
Carolina, and the man of Massachusetts, are 
dearer to each otier than is, to either, the man of 
South America or the West Indies? Locality 
has little to do with implanting this inherent feel- 
ing, and personal acquaintance less. Whence, 
then, does it result, but from that moral sentiment | 
which pervades all, and is precious to all, of hav- | 
ing shared common dangers for the attainment 
of common blessings. The strong ties of every 
people are those which spring from the heart and 
twine through the affections. The family com- 
pact of the States has this for its basis, that their 
heroes have mingled their blood in the same con- 
tests; that all have a common right in their glo- | 
ry; that, if I may be allowed the expression, in 
- temple of patriotism all have the same wor- 
ship. 

ut it is inquired, “what effect will this policy 
have upon the present exigency?” . I answer, the 
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will respect you. And to powerful nations honor 
comes attended by safety. 

Mr. Speaker—W hat is national disgrace? Of 
what stuff is it composed? is a nation disgraced 
because its flag is insulted; because its seamen 
are impressed ; because its course, upon the high- 
way of the ocean, isobstructed?, No,sir. Abstract> 
edly considered, all this is not disgrace. Because 
all this-may happen to a nation, so weak’as not to 
be able to maintain the dignity of its flag, or the 
freedom of its citizens, or the safety of its course. 
Natural weakness is never disgrace. But, sir, this 
is disgrace: when we submit to insult, and to in- 
jury, which we have the power to prevent or re- 
dress. Its essential constituents are want of sense or 
want of spirit. When a nation with ample means 
for its defence, is so thick in the brain, as not to 
put them into a suitable state of preparation ; or, 
when, witha sufficient muscular force, it is so 
tame in spirit as to seek safety not in manly effort 
but in retirement; then a nation is disgraced; 
then it shrinks from its high and sovereign:char- 
acter, into that of the tribe of Issachar, crouching 
down between. two burdens—the French burden 
on the one side, and the British burden on the 
other—so dull, so lifeless, so stupid, that, were it 
not for its braying, it could not be distinguished 
from the clod of the valley. 

It is impossible.for European nations not to 
know, that we are the second commercial country 
in the world; that we have more than seven mil- 
lions of people; with less annual, expenditure, 
and more unpledged sources of revenue, than any 


happiest in every respect.. To exhibit a definitive | nation of the civilized world. Yet a nation thus 
intent to maintain maritime rights, by maritime | distinguished, abounding in wealth, in enterprise, 
means, what is it, but to develop new stamina | and in power, is seen flying away from the “un- 
of national character? No nation can or hasa profitable contest,” abandoning the field of con- 
right to hope respect from others, which does not | troversy ; taking refuge behind its own doors, and 
first. learn to respect itself. And how is this to | softening the rigors of oppression abroad, by a 
beattained? By a course of conduct, conforma- | comparison, with worse torments, at home. Ought 


ble to its, duties and relative to its condition. If | 
it abandons what it ought to defend, if it flies | 
from the field it is bound to maintain, how can 
it hope for honor? ‘To what other inheritance 
is it entitled, but disgrace? Foreign nations un- 
doubtedly look upon this Union with eyes long read 
in the history of man; and with thoughts deeply 
versed in the effects of passion and interest upon 
independent States, associated by ties so appar- 
ently slight and novel. They understand well, 
that the rivalriesamong the great interests of such 
States; the natural envyings, which in all coun- 
tries spring between agriculture, commerce, and 
manufactures; the inevitable jealousies and fears 
of each other, of South and North, interior and 
seaboard ; the incipient or progressive rancor of 
party animosity; are the essential weaknesses 








such a-nation to ask for respect? Is there any 
ottier mode of relief from this depth of..disgrace, 
than by a change of national conduct and char- 
acter ? 

With respect to Great Britain, it seems impos- 
sible that such.a change in our policy should not 
be auspicious. No-nation ever did, or ever can 
conduct towards one that is true, in the same way 
as it conducts towards one that is false to all its 
obligations. Clear conceptions of interest and 
faithful fulfilment of duty, as ‘certainly insure, 
sooner or later, honor and safety, as blindness to 


| interest and abandonment of duty do assuredly 


| 


entail disgrace and embarrassment. In relation 
to the principle which regulates the commercial 
conduct of Great Britain towards the United 
States, there is much seope for diversity of opin- 


of sovereignties thus combined. Whether these | ion. Perbaps those judge most truly who do not 


causes shall operate, or whether they shall cease, | attribute to her any very distinct or uniform sys- 
foreign nations will gather from the features of | tem of action in relation to us; but who deem her 
our policy. They cannot believe that sucha na- | course to result from views of temporary expedi- 
tion is strong in the affections of its associated | ency growing out of the circumstances of the 
parts, when they see the vital interests of whole | time, and the character of our Administration. 
States abandoned. But reverse this policy ; show If shis be the case, then, whatever course of con- 
a definitive and stable intent to yield the natural | duct has a tendency to show a change in the 
protection to such essential interests; then they character of the American policy, must produce 
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a proportionate change in that of the British. 
And if tameness and systematic abandonment of 
our commercial rights have had the effeet to bring 
upon us so ee miseries, a contrary course of 
conduct, having for its basis a wise spirit and sys- 
tematic naval support, it may well be hoped will 
have the opposite effect of renewing our prosperity. 
But if it be true, as. isso frequently and so ‘confi- 
dently asserted, that Great Britain is jealous of 
our commercial greatness; if it be true that she 
would depress us as rivals; if she begins ‘to re- 

rd us as a Power which may soon curb, if not 
in aftértimes spurn her proud control on‘ her fa- 
vorite element, then indeed she may be disposed 
to quench the ardor of our naval enterprise ; then 
indeed, it may be her care so to shape the course 


of her policy as to deprive our commerce of all 


hope of its natural protection ; and to co-operate 
with and cherish such an Administration in this 
country; as hates a naval force and loves com- 
mercial restriction. In this view.of her policy; 
and I am far from asserting it is not correct, 
is it not obvious, that she may be content with 
the present condition of our commerce? Except 
acknowledged colonial vassalage, what state of 
things would be more desirable to her? The 
whole sea is herown. Her American rival tamely 
makes cession of it to her possession. Our com- 
mercial capital is already seeking employment 
in her cities; and our seamen in her ships.. What 
then results? «Is it not on this view of her 
policy, undeniable that an Administration in this 
country, for the purposes of Great Britain, is 
such as thinks commerce not worth having, or 
not worth defending; such as in every scheme of 
nominal protection, meditates to it nothing, but 
additional embarassment and eventual abandon- 
ment? Must not such an Administration be con- 
venient to a British Ministry, if such: be British 
policy? And if British Ministers should ever find 
such an Administration in this country, made to 
their hands, may we not anticipate that they will 
take care to manage with a view to its eontinu- 
ance in power? Of all policy the most ominous 
to British ascendancy is that of a systematic mari- 
time defence of our maritime rights. 

The general effect of the policy I advocate, is 
to produce confidence at home and respect abroad. 
These are twin shoots from the same stock, and 
never fail: to flourish or fade together. Confidence 
is a plant of no mushroom growth and of -no ar- 
tificial texture. It springs only from sage coun- 
sels and generousendeavors. The protection you 
extend must be efficient-and suited to the nature 
of the object you profess to maintain. If it be 
neither adequate nor appropriate, your wisdom 
may be doubted, your motives may be distrusted, 
but in vain you expect confidence. The inhabi- 
tants of the seaboard will inquire of their own 
senses and not of your logic, concerning the real- 
ity of their protection. 

As to respect abroad, what course can be more 
certain to insure it? What object more honora- 
ble, what more dignified than to behold a great 
nation pursuing wise ends by appropriate means; 
rising to adopt a series of systematic exertions, 
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suited toher power, and adequate to her purposes? 
What object more consolatory to the friends— 
what.more paralyzing to the enemies of our Union 
—than to behold the natural jealousies and rival- 
ries, which are the acknowledged dangers of our 
political condition, subsiding or sacrificing? What 
sight more exhilarating than to see this great na- 
tion’ once more walking forth among the nations 
of the earth, under the protection of no foreign 
shield? Peaceful because powerful—powerfu) 
because united in interests, and amalgamated by 
concentration of those interests in the national 
affections. 

But, let the opposite policy prevail ; let the es. 
sential interests of the great component parts of 
this Union find no protection under the national 
arm—instead .of. safety Jet them realize oppres- 
sion, and the seeds of discord and dissolution are 
inevitably sown in.a soil the best fitted for their 
root, and affording the richest nourishment for 
their expansion. It may be a long time before 
they ripen. But, sooner or later, they will assu- 
redly burst forth in all their destructive energies, 
In the ,intermediate period, what aspect does a 
Union, thus destitute of cement, present? Is it 
that of.a nation keen to discern, and strong to re- 
sist, violations of its sovereignty ? It has rather 
the.appearance of a casual collection of semi-bar- 
barous clans, with the forms of civilization, and 
with the rude and rending passions of the savage 
state. In truth, powerful—yet, as to any foreign 
effect, imbecile—rich, in the goods of fortune, yet 
wanting that inherent spirit without which a na- 
tion is poor indeed ; their strength exhausted by 
struggles for local power; their.moral sense de- 
based by low. intrigues for personal popularity, or 
temporary pre-eminence ; all their thoughts turn- 
ed not tothe safety of the State, but to the eleva- 
tion of a chieftain, A people presenting such an 
aspect, what have they to expect abroad 2? What 
but pillage, insult,and scorn ? 

The choice is before us. Persist in refusing 
efficient maritime, protection ; persist in the sys- 
tem of commercial restrictions ; what now is, per- 
haps, anticipation, will hereafter be history. 

Mr, Fisk said that,-when this subject was first 
presented to the House, he felt inclined to vote 
fora small increase of the Naval Establishment ; 
but it now appears that, what is asked for is con- 
sidered only as laying a foundation for a great 
system—a system which, he feared, if carried into 
execution, might change the Government. 

Mr. F. contended that the Navy never had, and 
never could protect our commerce. Like stand- 
ing armies, he considered navies as dangerous to 
liberty. As to the Constitutional provision, with 
respect to a navy, it is nothing more than a mere 
grant of power, which Congress is at liberty to use 
or not, as they may deem it necessary or expedient. 

Though he-had listened with candor to all the 
arguments which had.been used in favor of an 
increase of this Establishment at the present time, 
he was far from being convinced that such an in- 
crease, at present, is either necessary or expe- 
dient. It appeared to him that every nation 
which has embarked, to any extent, in Navy Es- 
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tablishments,’ has been eventually crushed by 
them. Whether you go back to ancient, or look 
upon modern Europe, you will find navies have 
not afforded that protection which gentlemen are 
desirous of persuading the House they are capa- 
ble of affording. Has the navy of Raisia pro- 
tected her commerce ? There are in the Russian 
dominions from twenty-five to thirty millions of 
people ; but, by every account we have of them, 
their situation is not very enviable; nor have 
they any great degree of comtnerce to protect. 
Where are the navies of Sweden and Denmark ? 
The latter, it is well known, were’ swept away 
and destroyed by the British fleet ; and the fleet 
of Sweden serves only to keep the country in pov- 
erty to maintain it. A navy looks pretty well in 
theory ; but look into the experience of nations, 
and it will be found to have been the bane of every 
country which has had any thing to do with it. 
We should want wisdom, therefore, to pursue a 
system which has proved so ruinous to others. 

With respect to Great Britain herself, it had 
been said that her navy had been the basis of her 
wealth and prosperity. Mr. F. said he did not 
envy the situation of that country.. The glory 
and honor which such nations are in the habit of 
acquiring, prove a curse to them in the end by 
enslaving them with expense. 

When the House was engaged in the army bill, 
it was said that the necessary number of men 
could not be got; that it was not in this country, 
as in Europe; where thousands of men enter. into 
the land and sea service because they are desti- 
tute of employment or of any means of getting 
bread; here, every man, who will labor, can pro- 
cure a living without difficulty. 

If men cannot be gotten for the Army, how are 
they to be procured for the Navy? He should 
apprehend impressment, or something like it. 
Look, said Mr. F., at the debt of Great Britain— 
look at her taxes—everything pays a duty—even 
the light of Heaven is not passed by without be- 
ing made to yield supplies to her revenue. So 
heavy do these taxes bear upon the people, it is 
said that one-seventh part of the whole of the 
inhabitants are paupers. These are some of the 
fruits of a navy ! 

As to the protection and encouragement of 
commerce, he believed commerce would always 
flourish best when left to itself unshackled by reg- 
ulations. It will then be earried to every part of 
the globe. In the course of the debate, it had been 
said that the exports of Great Britain, in 1797, 
were not greater than ours before our commerce 
was restricted, though that nation had possessed 
a navy which had triumphed on the ocean for 
halfa century. Hew did this happen? It was 
owing, said Mr. F., to the freedom of our com- 
merce. 

Gentlemen ask,if marching-to Canada will 
protect our commerce? Where do gentlemen 
wish protection? Not in our ports and harbors ; 
they are already protected. He asked, if any at- 
tempt had ever -been made to-bombard our cities, 
or to enter our ports and harbors? Or is it prob- 
able any such attempt will be made ? 





Gentlemen say, that Great Britain will run great 
risks in sending vessels on our shore. If so, why 
build ships to meet them? He thought the de- 
struction of Copenbagen ought to warn us against 
going intoa scheme of this kind. 

If he were asked how he would protect com- 
merce, he would answer, by marching to Canada, 
and taking that country and Nova Scotia; and, 
having got possession of Halifax, she would have 
no means of refitting her vessels in this — 
in case of that damage to which they are so liable 
on our coast. 

But it has been ‘said that, except we take this 
course, we shall be considered by the Govern- 
ments abroad, as wanting a proper degree of spirit 
to defend our rights. There has never been want- 
ing a disposition in this House, or in the nation, 
to defend our rights to the utmost. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Quin- 
cy) had spoken of the naval force formerly pos- 
sessed by Massachusetts. But, what security did 
those ships afford? .They were of no use, as he 
believed; they were nothing but a heavy expense 
to the State; and he believed the merchants had 
found their commerce in a much better state since, 
than it was when they were in being. 

Gentlemen speak of the embarrassments of our 
commerce, as if they were owing to our not hav- 
ing a navy; but, if they will look around, they 
will find that those countries which have navies 
have not escaped; ourembarrassments have arisen 
from the wrongs committed against us by other 
nations, which we had no power of preventing. 

It had been shown that the Navy Establishment 
proposed could not be supported. but by an ex- 
pense which would prove ruinous to this country. 
Rather than incur this expense, he was willing to 
dispense with the honor supposed to be attached 
to such an Establishment. ‘Mr. F. was opposed 
to this system, too, because it could not be sup- 
ported without having recourse to a force similar 
to impressment to obtain a number of seamen suf- 
ficient to man such a fleet. He was anxious to 
protect every part of the Union ; but he could-not 
consent to support any scheme so pregnant with 
mischief to the country, as he considered this 
large Navy Establishment to be. 

Mr. McKeek said, he with reluctance presented 
himself before: the House a second time on this 
question: he had given his views of it in the 
Committee of the Whole; and he only rose to re- 
lieve some of his opinions from the misconstruc- 
tion to which they had been subjected in the pro- 
gress of the discussion. 

Gentleman. have congratulated the House on 
account of the conciliatory temper and spirit with 
which this discussion was conducted; he was 
concerned that he could not unite in those con- 
gratulations, because. that portion of the House 
with whom he was associated on this question 
had been accused of an adherence to their preju- 
dices and of a total disregard of the admonitions 
of reason'and common sense. These suggestions 
charged that portion of the House opposed to an 

increase of the navy with a want of wisdom to 
perceive, or with a want of honesty to-pursue, the 
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means of promoting the general welfare, and 
were therefore rather rude than conciliatory to 
him. 

He had stated it to the committee, as his opin- 
ion, that the establishment of a large navy would 
change, in the progress of time, the’present form 
ofthis government. The House has been inform- 
ed that this statement was mere assertion, unsup- 
ported by argument or even an effort to prove that 
we could not create and support a large marine 
without difficulty or danger. - In support of the 
opinion he then expressed, which he had not seen 
any reason to change, he had submitted to the 
House a statement of the probable expenses of the 
Government in the succeeding years, including 
the expenses of the proposed navy. ° If those state- 
ments were substantially correct (and he had not 
heard them questioned) they prove the fact, that 
a war of five years duration with a navy would 
increase the public debt-from forty-five millions 
of dollars, the present amount, to upwards of an 
hundred and fifteen millions; and would likewise 
increase the expenses. of the Government on the 
return of peace to upwards of eighteen millions 
per annum. From those facts the conclusions 
were drawn which appeared to him very natural- 
ly to follow, that permanent internal taxes in 
umes of peace as well as war would be rendered 
necessary ; and even with the-aid of internal taxes 
to.the amount of four millions of dollars per -an- 
num, your public debt would be gradually increas- 
ing. He had also stated the revenue of the coun- 
try, under the existing Constitution, with the in- 
tention of showing the difficulty of meeting so 
large an expenditure. This statement, so far as 
it had been noticed, was-met by a statement that 
the public lands as a source of revenue -were 
worth twelve hundred millions of dollars, and that 
the revenue arising fromcommerce might amount 
to eighteen or twenty millions perannum. He 
confessed he did not understand the arithmetic by 
whose magic these results were produced. The 
first was to him evidently incorrect and. the sec- 
ond seemed also incorrect; our revenue for the 

last ten years (the most prosperous period of our 
history) had averaged about twelve millions of 
dollars per annum, and the world: was evidently 
more hostile to commerce now than.it had been 
for the last ten years. No reasonable calculation 
could therefore be made on a revenue from im- 
posts and tonnage for the succeeding ten years, 
exceeding in amount the receipts of the past ten 
years, and admitting the revenue to be equal to 
that we had received, the taxes would be rendered 
ae to the amount of upwards of six mil- 
ions of dollars per annum_in order to pay the 
current expenditure: you will then have a large 
public debt with permanent and heavy internal 
taxes, and this is the soil which produces aristo- 
cracy in every country; and here, the debt fur- 
nishes to moneyed men the facility of increasing 
their wealth without ingenuity, industry, or care. 
Ten thousand dollars vested in the public funds, 
by converting-the interest into principal at the 
respective periods when the interest falls due, in 
twenty years would amount to more than forty 
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thousand dollars: In the meantime the constant 
drains of money wrung from the. hands of the 
great body of the people by heavy internal taxes 
would, keep them poor. The wealth of the coun- 
try would*be gradually assembled in the hands of 
afew-; and wealth is the strong basis of power 
every where. Consequently the power of the coun- 
try would be concentrated in the hands of a few, 
who would apply’your navy to maintain and sup- 
port the wealthy and well-born in the possession 
of this power. 

But we are told by gentlemen that this is mere 
assertion;: the product of a mind frightened by 
hobgoblins and bugbears, and ‘laboring under the 
influence of prejudice. If gentlemen were cor- 
rect. it would be a gratification to him to find his 
apprehensions dissipated by experience. But 
what does the experience’of other nations prove ? 
England, the bright example always quoted— 
whose political dogmas we affect to despise, but 
in whose paths we seem now to be treading with 
undeviating steps as fast-as the moments run— 
England once had no public navy, and then too 
she had no public debt. She also had a Parlia- 
ment the real representatives of the British nation 
who dared to resist the corruptions of the times 
and the encroachments of the Crown. But Eng- 
land was then: vexed with the Spanish Armada 
and the Dutch fleets, which rode triumphantly in 
the English channel with a broom at the mast- 
head: 

England commenced ship-building on national 
account and borrowing money: on the same ac- 
count. Her mavy too, when small, was loaded 
with the imputations of “wasteful expense and 
comparative inefficiency.” It was increased be- 
cause “it was demonstrably clear that she was 
destined to be a great naval power ;” her debt also 
increased pari passu (as the diplomatists would 
say) with her navy. 

The British Navy now is the most splendid 
fabric of haman power the world ever witnessed ; 
her debt is equally great and splendid; the wretch- 
edness and misery of the great mass of her people 


bears a full proportion to the debt and navy; her 


Parliament also is. highly celebrated for its venal- 
ity and compliance. The man-who knows the 
views and wishes of the English Ministry, with- 
out farther inquiry, thereby knows the opinion of 
a majority of Parliament. 

Create the causes and the consequences will 
follow—man is substantially the same every- 
where ; here a little more civilized and there a 
littleymore savage; but God and nature for wise 
purposes have implanted in every human bosom 
the same original desires; and love of wealth, of 
fame, and of power, create the means of their grat- 
ification on a large scale, and you give them ac- 
tivity—an activity fired with ambition and fraught 
with ruin to the peace of society. 

Gentlemen had exultingly called on those op- 
posed to an increase of. the Navy, to show how 
commerce could be protected without a Navy. 
He had supposed it to be the duty of those who ad- 
vocated a system attended with immense expense 
to show the good to society resulting from the 


972 #973 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 974 








cere, TE iieaintineanenpertnnmcmmegrensenenp AR gaanancemenihitmesatatinn noticia 
, 1812, 9 January, 1812. Naval Establishment. H. or R. 








nstant fm expenditure, and if the advantages arising there- | follows, that you must have a navy competent 








of the fom were not clearly demonstrated and shown | to meet the British navy in equal combat on 
| taxes to bear some proportion to the expenditure, their | the ocean, to effect any valuable result in favor 
- coun. patronage could not beexpected. But howhasthis | of your commerce, and this is not contemplated. 
inds of heen shown ? you are informed that navies are,| . But the gentlemen have expressed much soli- 
power necessary for the protection of commerce ; but has | citude for the commerce of the Mississippi, lest 
coun. it been shown by any process of reasoning, that | its mouth. should be blocked up by a single 
a few, the twelve ships-of-the-line and thirty frigates | ship of war of the enemy; and the sensibility 
d sup- contemplated, when built, would enable you. to | expressed when the right of deposite at New Or- 
ession convey the productions of your soil from the ports | leans was withheld from the Western people, in 

of the United States in safety to Havre or Ham- 1802, is cited as an evidence of the feelings which 
Mere burg, Or to any-port in ‘the Baltic or Mediterra- | such an occurrence would excite. The objects of 
ed by nean ?- Certainly this has not been attempted. | those arguments were easily perceived ; and they 
er the The additional security supposed tobe afforded | were, in his opinion, utterly fallacious. It- re- 
> cor- {0 your ports and-harbors by the Navy, is all that | quired only a moment’s reflection to perceive 
id his has been attempted to be shown ; your ports and | that a war with any maritime nation who hap- 

But harbors heretofore have been thought well secured | pened to hold the West Indies, would annihilate ‘ig 
‘ove 2 by fortifications ; but it is now for the first time | the commerce of the Mississippi during its con- e 
ted— discovered, that your fortifications are of but lit- | tinuance ;-and the arguments of gentlemen just § 
», but tleor no use. How unfortunate it is that this | referred to, if they proved anything, supported Hf 
with discovery had not been made before the Govern- | his opinion. The substanee of. these arguments a 
un— ment bad expended near $7,000.000 on that ob- | is already recited; that the remote situation of i 
1 too ject, and that the discovery has been delayed to | England from our coast, the difficulty of main- a 
irlia- this time, when you are officially informed that | taining a fleet for any length of time hovering on He 
tion the fortifications are nearly completed. 'a hostile coast, gives to our fleet, aided by a Se 
imes You are also told that the proposed navy would | friendly coast, furnishing ports and harbors for ii 
ing- be sufficient to maintain-the mastery in the Amer- | their protection and aid in time of danger, an FF 
nada ican seas, particularly as far as the Gulf Stream, advantage over an enemy of three toone. Be it <2 
y in and in order to substantiate this position, you are | so, and how does the argument stand, when ap- i 
1ast- informed that the British navy is stripped up | plied either to Europe or the West Indies? As Ls 

into small squadrons and stationed at different |it relates to Europe, it has already been shown my 
onal #® places; part in the English channel; part at the | that the argument operates against you in the 

ac- —% Elbe, part in the Mediterranean, part in the East | same proportion, or nearly so, that it operates in 
ded India, West India, Jamaica, and North Ameri- | your favor in relation to tle American coast, and 
and can stations, Much labor is used to prove that in the West Indies. England possesses, for alk 
be- this distribution of the naval force of England | commercial purposes, and he might say for all 
was could not be altered in case of a war with this | the purposes of annoyance to your commerce, all 
ilso country, and that we are so far removed from | the West Indies, with the exception of St. Do- 
uld Europe, where a fleet destined to act against us | mingo and two other inconsiderable islands. The 

must receive its outfit, that three times the quan- | commerce of the Mississippi must necessarily 
did lity of force possessed by us would be necessary | pass near the Havana and double Cape Florida— 
ed ; to produce any effect on us. | all in the hands of the enemy—to reach the Atlan- 
oh- Without hoping to expose the fallacy of this | tic ports; and yet gentlemen talk of protecting 
ple argument, by a recurrence to our own experience | this commerce duriog the war. The whole ar- 

er during the Revolutionary war, when England | gument of gentlemen is founded on the supposi- 
al- [— was contending for the British channel against | tion that your twelve ships-of-the-line and twenty 
he the fleets of France and Spain, she then spared a | frigates will always act together in one body 
h- fleet of sufficient magnitude to beat double they against the separate squadrons of the enemy ; 
of force now contemplated. He would ask what | this is manifestly absurd; and as your navy, if 

protection commerce would receive from this | built, will beat the common expense of the whole 

ill supposed mastery in the American seas? It is | community, it ought tobe stationed at different 
y- said that England cannot spare the force neces- | stations for the common defence. The United 

a — sary to meet you in the American seas. Be it States seem to be naturally divided into six sta- 

e so, and consequently she will send none. But | tions, to wit: Boston, New York, the Delaware, 

n she can Say to you in practice, you shall not go | Chesapeake, Charleston, and the Balize stations ; 
of to the West Indies or to Europe, if you do, I will | divide out the navy to those stations respect- 

t- capture your vessels; and where then is your com- | ively, and you will have two ships-of-the-line 


merce which is to receive protection ? it is anni- | and five frigates to each station. Send your two 
hilated; and the arguments of gentlemen, if cor- | ships-of-the-line and five or six frigates to the 
rect, did prove. incontrovertibly that your nayal | Gulf of Mexico,to protect the trade of the Missis- 
- force must be more than equal to that of Great | sissippi, where there is nota single harbor for 
y Britain to unlock the European ports to your | their reception; and unless the same supernatural 
é commerce. Is this an incorrect view of the sub- | hand which saved Daniel of old from the teeth 
- ject, and the consequences attendant thereon? If|| of the lions, when he was cast into their den, is 
2 it was, he was unable to perceive in what it | stretched forth for the protection of your naval 


. . ae . . to . ° on . . : 
was incorrect, and if it is correct, it necessarily | force sent there, in six weeks after it arrives at 





: rs aoe or ms Sn ee , 
iit GE NAA ALLEL LAL LL 


+ NTA SRST: 


aan en MRE EAS TROLL OEE LAE EEA ITE 


a 5 
nur vont aa AN CLE NCET IE 


Ce et RO 2 AIRE i wn 





ee 


975 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 976 








H. or R. Naval Establishment. JANUARY, 1812. 











ee — 





the place of destination, its flag will be changed. | the opinions and arguments used in support of 
But admit your ‘two thips-of the-line and five|them in 1798, It was certainly proper to cop- 
frigates competent to guard in safety: the produc- | sider all questions coming before the House op 
tions of the country, watered by the: Mississippi, | their intrinsie merit, without much regard to 
from New Orleans to the Atlantic ports; where is | former opinions; ‘and, therefore, he did not mean 
the benefit resulting therefrom, when every man | to say to the gentleman that he had gone over to 
who knows anything of nature and the character | the enemy’s, camp. 
of the commerce of the Mississippi, must be un-| But suppose your navy of twelve ships-of-the. 
candid if he does not, acknowledge that in time | tine, arid twenty frigates had been built in 1798 
of war the productions of the Mississippi in gen-| and maintained ‘ever since—would it have rep. 
eral would not pay freight to the Atlantic market. | dered your: commerce: more prosperous than jt 
Mr. McK. said he pretended-to have some prac- | has been since that period? He-did not believe 
tical knowledge of the commerce of the Missis- | any man would assume such a position, inasmuch 
sippi, and he unhesitatingly declared that a-war | as-our,commerce since 1798 had been more pros. 
with any maritime nation holding the control of | perous than was or could have been foreseen: 
the West India islands would annihilate all legiti- | and if the navy had been then built, the national 
mate trade from New Orleans during its continu- | debt would: now be near one hundred and forty- 
ance; an illegal or licensed trade perhaps might | six millions of dollars, instead of forty-six mililions, 
be cartied on to a smail amount, and it would| the présent amount; and he entertained no doubt 
not require protection. but that the good consequences resulting froma 
Gentlemen seemed.to be enamoured with the | rejection of the navy project at this time, would 
superior protection (as it is called) afforded to the | be seen as clearly and as thoroughly felt fourteen 
persons and property of other nations on the high | years hence, as the good effeets of its rejection in 
seas. This superior protection was desirable; it | 1798 was now perceived and felt. 
was highly appreciated by the Governments of} With regard to the effects which it is supposed 
Europe. But the picture had two sides; and he| the navy. would produce on England in time of 
desired gentlemen to look at both. The persons’| war, he thought those effects much overrated. 
and property of the subjects of the Governments | He was, however, willing tor-see what could be 
of Europe are said to ride in safety on the ocean | done with the present navy, which amounted to 
beneath the triumphant banners.of their country. | between sixteen and twenty in number, exclusive 
And as a compensation for this protection (which{ of gun vessels. If thirty fast sailing frigates 
was far from being complete) the sighs of the op-| would’ produce the wide-spread ruin on British 
pressed ascended to Heaven, from every corner| commerce in time of war, of which gentlemen 
of Europe, in secret of open cufses against their | have spoken; twenty frigates would produce two- 
oppressors. It was due to candor to admit that | thirds. of these effects. He desired to see what 
the griefs of Europe were not altogether owing | could be done in the first place with our present 
to navies. »And it was:also worthy of remark | force;, and if the result was proportionate to the 
that the people. of every hation in Europe had} expectations which seem to be entertained, the 
been more or less oppressed with taxes and debt | nation would be willing to increase the naval 
in proportion to the extent of their navy; create| force. But at the present time, when we were 
the cause, and the consequences will follow. incurring immense expenses, it did not seem pru- 
The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Wricut)| dent to him to increase those expenses by a pro- 
had said that what might be wrong in 1798, | ject of this kind—the proposed war would not be 
might be perfectly prudent and right now. He|awar of great battles, but rather a war of means; 
admitted there was a time for all things; but the England would make the war as expensive to us 
principle in politics or theology certainly could | as possible, and if we sat out with éxpenses so ex- 
not be very stubborn that was wrong in 1798] travagant, the war might terminate unfavorably. 


and perfectly right now; and if any change ‘in|- The House adjourned without taking the ques- 
this respect had taken place, it must consist in | tion, 


the greater fitness of the means'to effect certain 
desirable ends. In 1798: American commerce M 
was most shamefully plundered by both France pRPA’ January 27. 

and England. At that time Spain, France, and | | Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 
England had large navies—Holland and- Den- Means, presented a bill making appropriations for 
mark had ships of war; a navy of twelve ships of the support of Government, for the year 1812; 
the line and twenty frigates’ on the part of the which was read twice, and committed-to a Com- 
United States by uniting with the fleets of France | Mittee of the Whole on Wednesday next. 
and Spain, would have been able to have coped Mr. Seyperr said, that when he considered it 
with England on the ocean; and in case of a war | }18 duty to take up the subject of the Navy, he 
with France, a similar result could have been | 4@d occasion to look into the expenses of that 
effected against the fleets of France and Spain; | establishment, and especially into the expenses of 
but the condition of Europe in this respect was| ‘the navy yard in this city; and from examining 
materially changed, and not for the better as it the account lately laid before this House by the 
regards us. He had no disposition, however, to| Secretary of the Navy, of the expenses of 1810, 
censure the opinions of any gentlemen or their | 4€ was induced to offer the following resolution : 
arguments, on account of their great similarity to| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
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rected to lay before this House a-statement of the ex- | be carried, and the means which are best ealcula- 
nditures of public moneys in the navy yard of the | ted to effect the object. 
City of Washington, during the past’year, distinguish- | Had the advocates fora navy been as success- 
ing the value of the materials used: for repairs, the | fy jn enforcing conviction of its necessity or effi- 
labor bestowed, and the nature of the work performed, cacy in the protection of trate, or in defending 
the number of officers, overseers,.and workmen, to- | the sichts of the nation, as they were in display- 
gether their - = ew 1 ing their ingenuity and talents, | should not have 
Mr. } eli OFF va nai ae e Pent- | addressed you on the subject. I would have con- 
sylvania would have no objection-to add the navy | curred with them in the proposed measure. But 
yard of Philadelphia to the resolution. while I admire the zeal thev have manifested, and 
Mr. Seyperr declared he would not; and on he abil with Which thee? 
tiop,bf Mr. D..R. Wirijame, the,resolp: |e S0uity and eloquepce with which they have 
suggest" oe oe Koahe oii Lh defended their favorite project, my judgment has 
ton was 1. a sy . to embrace all the navy |‘not-been.convinced, nor have I ceased to lament 
yards, and {hep agreed to. the discussion in-which we are engaged. Ata 
NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. moment when a solemn pledge has been given to 
The House then took up the order of the day, | the nation of a determination on the part of this 
viz: the bill concerning the Navy. The ques- | House to wage war with England—when the 
tion of agreement to the report of the Committee | mode of warfare and points of attack have been 
of the Whole to strike out the section for build-,| selected with reference to our own strength, and 
ing new frigates being still under consideration— | to the weakness of the enemy—when it is ae- 
Mr. Bisp said, that indisposed as he was, had | knowledged that to prosecute such a war will re- 
he obeyed the impulse of his feelings, he should | quire all the resources of the Government—when 
not then have risen from his seat. He did not | to devise a system for obtaining money by loans 
know indeed that he should be able to present | and taxes, the financial talents of the distinguished 
| officer who presides over your Treasury Depart- 
he be so fortunate) did he expect it would influ-| ment have been called into requisition—I say, sir, 
ence the decision of the question. But as the | under such circumstances, it does appear to me 
opponents to the bill had been identified with the | unfortunate iodeed, that the attention of Congress 
enemies of commerce, and as he was one of the | should be diverted from the objects for which 
number, he could not quietly submit to an infer- | they were assembled at an earlier period than 
enceso totally unsupported—so totally unfounded. | usual, and, what is worse, that instead of provi+ 
The people, said Mr. B., whom I represent are as | ding the-ways and means which will be indispen- 
much interested in commerce, in proportion to | sable, we should be hunting up objects for further 


their numbers, as ‘those of any section of the | expenditures, If the ten frigates which it is pro- 
posed now to build, could be in readiness, for im- 
mediate service, the proposition would certainly 


of the American tonnage belongs to the Northern | be less objeetionable. But it is admitted that 
and Eastern States, they have a greater stake in | nO such expectation is entertained—that the ex- 
commerce than the Southern? Unquestionably penditure we.are called upon to authorize, is not 
not. The annual surplus products of the planter | for the-war establishment, but for future purposes. 
and farmer are the foundation of commerce, and | What says the report of the committee on this 
their value depends on the demand for them and | subject? After stating the injuries to which we 
the facility with which they may be conveyed to | are liable on the ocean, the committee remark, 
market. The ship-owners are concerned only to | that“ it may be necessary to’ array the national 
the extent of their profits arising from transporta- | ‘ force on that element where the injury may be 


Are we to be told that because the principal part 





F tion and other incidental circumstances. It is, | ‘ suffered, and wherealone it can be avenged or re- 


therefore, obvious that if commerce be suspended, | ‘ dressed. : With this view your committee have 
the agriculturists, who furnish the articles to be | ‘not considered this subject with regard only to 
transported abroad, sustain a loss so much greater | ‘ practicableand advisable preparation for the pres- 
than that of the ship-owners as the value of those | ‘ ent momentous crisis, which; whatever it may 
articles is ‘superior to the profits of conveyance to | ‘ be, must be greatly inadequate; but the object of 
aforeign market. The carrier loses his freight— | ‘ the committee is to recommend a system which 
the farmer and planter their products. On look-_| ‘ shall look to futurity,” &e. 

ing at the amount in value of our domestic éx- It appears then that the appropriation of money 
ports, it will be perceived that nearly one-fourth | which is demanded, will be applied to a system 
is furnished by a part of the Southern States in | which shall look to futurity;and which if it should 
the article of cotton alone—a proportion which | be now executed to the extent required by the 
is not furnished by an equal population in any | report, would be“ greatly inadequate” to its object. 
other portion of the country. My object is not | And is this the proper time to expend millions 
to draw invidious distinctions, but to show the | for futurity, when you are about to appeal tothe 
extreme importance of commerce to the prosper- | patriotism of the people for the means which are 
ity of the South, and consequently the interest we | indispensable to immediate purposes? To my 
have in its protection. Sir, there exists no indis- | mind, the present is the most inauspicious *mo- 
position to protect commerce—the only difference | ment which could have been selected for increas- 
of opinion is in reference to the extent to which ing the Naval Establishment. An attempt to 
the protecting powers of the Government should | build a navy on the eve of war by loans and taxes 
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when the people are without a market for their | disposed to retaliate. The enemy is invincible 
surplus products, isan extraofdinary and unparal- | on the ocean; even if the whole naval force of the 
leled undertaking. 1 will not eall it “ ludicrous.” |.world besides bé united against her. -Her posses- 
Although such a character has been attributed to | sions tothe north are, under existing circum- 
the opposition on» this occasion, it cannot be | stances, of the first importance to her, and they 
applied to the bill before you. The project: of |are within our reach. Without then applying 
my friend from Souih Carolina (Mr. Cupves) | our exertions where defeat would be inevitable 
will certainly escape an imputation of that sort, | we have determined to direct the strength of the 
and yet it may acquire a reputation which will’! nation against, the'most vulnerable points. where 
not be more. consoling to his feelings than® that,/ success will be certain, and where retaliation wil 
which has fallen to our lot. No. sir, if this bill |e most sensibly felt. And it is on this principle 
shall pass, it will not be ‘considered “ludicrous” | the advocates of a navy propose to derive advan- 
—it will not excite the laughter of the people. | tagé from it. They admit that it cannot protect 
But unless [ am much mistaken their murmurs | our commerce in the European or Asiatic seas, but, 
will be heard, and their discontent will be felt. I | say they, it will be competent to annoy the West 
rely as much on the patriotism of the, people as | India trade of England if she interrupts ours in 
any man. I am persuaded they will bear any distant seas, and in that way make it her interest 
taxes which are necessary for the support of a / to let usalone.. Well, sir, this is precisely the ob- 
war in defence of their rights, and_Lam willing | ject-of taking Canada, and we will leave the an- 
to.-vote them ; but they will not submit to unne-| noyance of her West India trade to the enterprise 
cessary taxes. of our privateers.. They arte much better calcu- 
But, say gentlemen, to rely for the defence.of_| lated for that purpose than ships of war, 
the country on any force other than a naval force, | But we are told that the President has recom- 
would be as unwise as to attempt to protect acorn | mended an increase of our Naval Establishmeni, 
field by fencing in a distant cotton field. The | as a part of the war preparations. A reference 
cases are not. at all analogous; but I should con- | to his Message will demonstrate that gentlemen 
sider the wisdom of a planter, who, with a know- | are mistaken in regard to that fact. After de- 
ledge of his ability to complete a fence around his | tailing the evidence of hostile inflexibility on the 
cultivated field, would undertake to build one half | part of Great Britain, and calling on Congress 
way for its protection, at least equal to that which | to put the country into an armor and attitude de- 
advises.us to expend the public resources on a na- | manded by the crisis, he proceeds: “ I recomment 
val foree, which it is agreed will be “gweatly in- |‘ acéordingly that adequate provision be made 
adequate” toitsobject. If the United States must | ‘ for filling the ranks, and prolonging enlistments 
become a great naval Power, the system can be | ‘ of the regular troops; for an auxiliary force to 
maintained only in time of peace, and to attempt | ‘ be engaged for a more limited term ; for the ac- 
it in time of war when you are unable to throw |‘ ceptance of volunteer corps, whose patriotic 
upon the ocean a foree competent .to cope with |“ ardor may court a participation in urgent ser- 
the enemy, would be to diminish your own |‘ vices; for detachments, as they may be wanted, 
strength, and to increase theirs. On the subject {‘ of other portions of the militia, and for such a 
of the first paragraph of the report which-I have | ‘preparation of the great body as will proportion 
read, permit me to address myself particularly to | ‘ its usefulness to its intrinsic capacities.” Surely 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Mircuitt,) | if he had placed any reliance on a navy, and had 
and to remark, that the doctrine which confines | believed it ought to constitute a part of the * ar- 
the remedy to the seat of disease in all cases, is at | mor,” he would have felt hitnself bound by a 
war with the acknowledged principles of the ani- | sense of duty to say so. It is true that in another 
mal economy, and has been proved not to consti-} part of the Message, unconnected with the sub- 
tute a part of the political system, by the vote hot | ject of war preparations, the following paragraph 
‘only of himself but ofthe gentleman frour South | is to be found: “ Your attention will of course 
Carolina (Mr. Cueves,) Need I tell the gentle- | ‘ be drawnto such provisions on the subject of 
man from New-York, what he understands much | ‘ our naval force as may be required for the ser- 
better than I do, that diseases of the head are fre- | ‘ vices to which it may be best.adapted. I sub- 
quently cured by applications to the feet? Or is |‘ mit to Congress the seasonableness also of an 
it necessary to remind the gentleman that in vo- |‘ authority to augment the stock of such ma- 
ting for the bill which authorized the raising of |‘ terials as are imperishable in their nature, or 
twenty-five thousand men totake Canada,they ad- | ‘ may not at once be attainable.” What are the 
mitted, the fallacy of this doctrine? Wherehas | services to which our naval force is best adapted, 
England done you the most injury? On the | left to the decision of Congress; but an in- 





high seas. Where do you propose to retaliate ?.| crease of the existing force is not recommended. 
In Canada. And when gentlemen themselves | As to augmenting thestock of materials, the pre- 
have advocated this course of proceeding, do | cise object is not stated, but it was probably ad- 
they act consistently in telling the House that in- | vised for the purposes of repairs and the like. It 
juries can only be redressed or avenged on the | has, however, been mentioned, that as the Secre- 
element where they have beencommitted? In my | tary of the Navy, an officer acting under the 
humble opinion the course-which hasbeen pursued | President, has, ina report now before the House, 
as a rational one, founded in the policy that must | said much in behalf of ships and frigates, it fol- 
always influence the conduct of an injured party | lows he has spoken the sentiments and wishes of 
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the President. Such a conclusion would not be | dice. What, permit me to inquire, have been the 
quthorized from the premises under any circum= | éffects of this prejudice? It has exempted the 
stances, and certainly not in the present case, | nation from a participation in the ruinous wars 
when it is recollected that the report is simply | of Europe, to which, if in possession of a fleet, 
an answer to queries proposed to the Department | we should have long since have beena party. It 
by a committee of this: House—queries it was has reduced the public debt from eighty-three 
the duty of the Secretary to answer according to.| millions of dollars to less than thirty-four, and in 
his knowledge and belief. so much diminished the public burdens—a- debt 

Gentlemen have also endeavored to fortify | which had been increased by the profuse expend- 
their arguments by stating that Mr. Jéfferson in’| itures of former Administrations, The people 
the year 1792, while Secretary of State, advo- | have rapidly advanced im wealth; they have en- 
cated a naval defence in a celebrated report made | joyed the fruits of their honest industry, and they 
to Congress. And here permit me to remark, have been happy. The-whole country has pre- 
that so far. from ‘that report authorizing the in- | sented a scene of contentment and prosperity 
ference which has: been drawn, it affords strong | which is unexampled in the world; and, if such 
evidence that Mr. Jefferson considered a navy | are the glorious consequences of “ prejudice,” I 
neither competent to the protection of commerce, acknowledge its influence, and will not consent 
nor to the defence of the country. What.was|to abandon it. That we are now beset with 
the object of that report, and what were the cir- | troubles and embarrassments, no man will deny; 
cumstances which produced it? ‘The House of | nor cant be believed that they could have been 
Representatives called on the Secretary of State | averted, or would now be removed, by the pro- 





} toreport to Congress the nature and extent of | posed naval force. 


the restrictions which were imposed by foreign | England captures our vessels sailing to the 
nations on the commerce of the United States, | Continent, and condemns them under her Orders 
and the measures which he should think proper | in Council. Odr other losses have resulted prin- 
to be adopted for the improvement of commerce | cipally from confiscations under municipal regu- 
and navigation. If the Secretary of State thought | lations. Now, I would ask, of what avail would 
a naval force proper for that purpose, it was his | be any naval force which the resources of this 
duty to recommend it, and he would unquestion- country could furnish, in remedying these evils? 
ably have done so. If,on the contrary, it is not | There is. not an intelligent merchant in the na- 
enumerated among the measures advised, the in-| tion who would accept a convoy to the conti- 
ference in relation to his opinion. on the subject is | nent of Europe; he would prefer the chance of 
clear and conclusive: The report is of consider- | escaping the British cruisers by his own exer- 
able length, and I will not read it to the House. | tions and enterprise. And if England with her 


| Itis sufficient for my argument to remark that it thousand ships has failed to break down the eon- 


details the restrictions and vexations to which the | tinental system, it cannot be imagined that a few 
commerce of the United States was subjected by American frigates would frighten Napoleon out 
foreign nations; enforces the necessity of secar- | of his purposes. Indeed it is difficult to conceive 
ing the carriage of our commodities to market in | how ships ean afford protection to property after 
our own vessels, and points out the appropriate | it is landed within his dominions. On the high 
means for effecting that object. Without repeat- | seas the navy of England, unrivalled as itis, has 
ing the particular modes of retaliation whiclr he | not been able to protect her commerce from the 
proposed, it is only necessary to say that a naval | depredations of French privateers, nor will it 
force constituted no part of his system, and. is | from ours if we shall be engaged in war with 
not even mentioned. Now, sir, if any further |her. Did not the gentleman from South Caro- 
evidence be required as to the opinion of Mr. \Jina, (Mr. Cugves,) whose distinguished talents 
Jefferson in relation to the policy of a naval es- | have been exerted in behalf of the present bill, 
tablishment, it may be found in the history of | declare to the House that England is weakest on 
the eight years during which he presided over | the ocean; that she could not protect her com- 
the national concerns. It should be remembered | merce; and shall the United States expect to ac- 
that during a considerable part of that term there | complish an object by a few ships which hun- 
was regularly an annual surplus of revenue, and | dreds have been found incompetent to attain? 
his duty demanded that he should recommend | Unquestionably if the navy of England is incom- 
from time to time the objects on which the wel- | petent to the ‘protection of her commerce ; if, 
fare of the nation required its expenditure. In after having expended millions and hundreds of 
the whole course of those prosperous years, when | millions on her naval establishment she is still 
loans and taxes were never heard of, did he ever | weakest on the ocean, we are furnished with an 
advise an increase of the Navy, this “most ap- | insuperable argument against the proposed meas- 
propriate, adequate, and cheap defence ?”, No,| ure. Reference has.been made to the events of 
sir, never. He did recommend the building of | 1798, and gentlemen, aware that the people of 
gunboats for'the protection of our ports and har-| the United, States condemned the project of a 
bors; and the experience of other nations has | navy at that time, say it may have been wrong 
proved that they are better calculated for that | then and right now. I can readily perceive how 
object than any naval foree whatsoever. But | the reverse of this proposition might be true, but 
we are told that the views which some of us| the case as stated cannot be correct. Whether 
entertain on this subject, are the result of preju-! we look at the resources of the country, or the 
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state of the’ world, reasons may be, urged fora 
naval establishment then, which are totally inap- 
plicable to present times and circumstances. The 
object was to oppose the depredations of French 
cruisers; and considering the small naval force 
of France compared with that of England, the 
force then proposed was .probably adequate to 
effect it.. But at present our resources and means 
cannot furnish any. naval force but which it it is 
admitted will be inadequate; and really if I were 
an advocate ‘for the proposed system, I would 
frankly acknowledge that the’ opposition of the 
Republicans in 1798 was wrong, .and that the 
then ruling,party were right. Weare told, how- 
ever, that in 1798 the people. also condemned 
armies and Joans and taxes, and that to be con- 
sistent we should vote against them now. Sir, 
the opposition to armies, loans, and taxes at that 
time, resulted from a conviction on: the publie 
mind, not that they, must be improper under any 
circumstances, but that they were then unneces- 
sary. It was asystemof patronage and expense 
evidently without a legitimate object, and there- 
fore justly condemned. ‘There was no foreign 
enemy on which the Army could possibly oper- 
ate, and it was obvious that itcould not have been 
intended to defend the eountry against a foreign 
foe. How is the ‘case now?, The public senti- 
ment has.called for war with England, and an 
army, therefore, is necessary to our defence, and 
to attack the neighboring possessions of the ene- 
my. But the opposition to a naval establish- 
ment was founded not on the time nor cireum- 
stances; because if war with France was proper, 
a naval force, being adequate to inflict a deep 
wound upon her, was not without an object, as 
was the Army; on the contrary, the arguments 
against a navy were drawn from the nature of 
the thing itself, as when éstablished being a per- 
manent evil, incompatible with the peace and 
welfare of the country. 
in the opinion that the liberties of this country 
are more likely to be endangered by navies than 
armies, although there is no ground to apprehend 
a direct subversion from either. We are exempted 
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force would not long be resisted. It is scarcely 
necessary for me to remark that corruption is the 
only instrament which can, ever be successfully 
wielded against the liberties of this people. [f 
. then, wars produce corruption, and owing to the 
local situation and circumstances of this country, 
a navy, is an insttument better calculated to cre- 
ate wars than an army, I think it follows conely- 
sively that it is more dangerous to the public |ib- 
erty. Tiat both are inimical to peace, was a 
least believed by the framers of the Constitution, 
It is-provided that.no State shall, without the 
consent of Congress, “keep troops. or ships of 
war, in time of peace.’ Why, if a naval force 
be “perfectly innoxious to -the — liberty,” 
was this restriction imposed on the States? Ip 
no other view than that which I[ have stated. 
could such a restriction have been necessary, or 
would it have secured the assent of the States. 
Another argument has been urged in favor of 
the bill, which, if well founded, would be con- 
clusive. It is, that the Constitution imperiously 
enjoins.on Congress the providing of a navy. 
$ Congiess shall have power to provide and maii- 
taina navy.” Such are the words of the Con- 
stitution ; and in order to show that so far from 
| being imperative they only delegate a discretion- 
ary power which may or may not be exercised, 
as Congress shall judge proper, I will call the at- 
tention of therHouse to other powers granted in 
similar terms. ‘ Congress shall have power to 
borrow money, to raise and support armies, to 
rant letters of marque and reprisal.” Now, if 
there be an imperative obligation to provide a 
navy independent of all circumstances whatso- 
ever, We are equally bound to exercise the other 
powers. The grant in each case is certainly the 
same, and therefore necessarily entitled to the 
same construction. If, however, the construction 
for which some have contended were correct, | 





And I concur perfectly | would ask the gentleman from South Carolina. 


(Mr. Cueves,) what becomes of his favorite pro- 
ject of manning a navy by withholding commis- 
sions-of marque and reprisal. The gentleman, 
when told that a fleet could not be manned with- 


from such an apprehension by the extent of ter--| out impressment, replied that on the eve of war 
ritory over which our population is scattered ; the | we had nothing to do but to reftse commissions 


habits, feelings, and pursuits of the people; the 
nature of our institutions, and the various cir- 
cumstances which distinguish the United States | 
' from the rest of the world. When the British 
possessions to the North shall have been taken, it 
is scarcely possible that.ambition can find a pre- 
text for raising a considerable army. If it be 
apparent, as it will be, that there is no proper 
object against which an army can act, the people 
will frown on every attempt to raise one, as they 
did in 1798. Build a navy, and there will always 
be- plausible pretexts for- increasing it.. Your 
navy, as all navies have done from their original 
institution, will produce wars, and wars will fur- 
nish arguments for increasing your navy. That 
such will be the course of events, the history of 
every naval Power that has existed fully demon- 
strates.. The West India islands are at your 
doors, and aiford temptations which with a naval 





to privateers until a competent number of sea- 
men for the naval service was procured. But if 
the authority to provide a navy were imperative. 
that to issue letters of marque and reprisal would 
be equally so, and consequently they could not be 
withheld. 

We are told, however, sir, that a navy is indis- 
pensable to the protection of commerce, and that 
itis the bounden duty of Congress to protect 
commerce, cost what it may. ‘1 deny the cor- 
rectness of either proposition. Commerce is the 
act of buying and. selling, and has gain for its 
Object.. Prosecute it: at an expense greater than 
‘its profits, and the object is totally lost. An indi- 
vidual engaged in any species of.trade will aban- 
don it whenever it becomes a losing business, and 
a wise Government, in extending its protecting 
powers, will be influenced by the same principle. 
If Congress undertakes to protect a portion of 
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the community, in a branch of commerce, at an} great mass of agriculturists in any country be- 
apnual expense greater than its profits would pay, | coming corrupt; while, on. the contrary, States 
it can only be done by taking money from the | that have been peculiarly commercial, have been 
ckets of others, in violation of the Constitu- | peculiarly corrupt. Foran example, I refer gen- 
tional injunction to promote the general welfare. | tlemen to Holland, from whom they have drawn 
Gir, the Object of Government is to promote the | arguments in’ support of their system of naval 
security and happiness of the people. In attain- | power. The idea, Mr. Speaker, which I wish to 
ing that object, there are, certain indispensable | convey, is, that notwithstanding the intimate 
duties which must be: performed, or allegiance | connexion which subsists between agriculture and 
ceases. The person and property of the citizen | commerce. the interest of the latter may be pro- 
while within the country are, as a matter of | moted at the expenseof the former State; that such 
right, entitled to protection from foreign and do- | has generally been the ease, and that it will prob- 
mestic violence, cost what it may. But how far | ably continue to be so in all countries where com- 
protection shall be afforded without your juris- | mercial influence is extensive. The magnanimity 
dictional limits, is altogether a subject of policy.’| which has been displayed by the planting and 
National independence is a perfect right, and | farming interests of this country, in affording pro- 
must be maintained at every hazard. Foreign | tection to the commercial, ought not to be over- 
commerce is an imperfect right, which cannot be } looked: Does not your statute book furnish con- 
exercised without the consent-of parties inde- | clusive evidence that commerce has been fostered 
pendent of each other; and the extent to which | at the expense of agriculture? The great body 
protection should be afforded always has been, | of the people derive, comparatively, scarcely any 
and, from the nature of the rights, always must | benefit from your system of drawbacks, discrimi- 
be, a matter of calculation. One nation may, or | nating duties, &c., and although it is probably the 
may not trade with another, and there is no in- | source of our present troubles, it has not been 
fringement of its rights; but an attack ona per- | abandoned. The jealousy of England in relation 
fect right is a violation of the laws of natureand | to the extensive carrying trade of the United 
of nations, and demands the most prompt resist- | States which has grown out of that system, was 
ance. But supposing you were authorized to com-.| fully manifested in-the late treaty negotiated by 
pel France or any other nation to buy your pro- | Mr. Monroe; and it isnot improbable thata relin- 
ducts, it requires no arguments to prove that such | quishment of the’system at that time might have 
an effect could not result from a naval establish- | produced an adjustment.of our differences. But, 
ment. sir, this is not enough; the people must be taxed 
Permit me to notice, however,a new system of | to build a navy. Twelve seventy-fours and 
political economy, which has been introduced in | twenty frigates are wanted, afd, as we are told, 
ihe course of the present discussion. We have | will be competent to protect commerce, and de- 
heard that the merchant pays the revenue which | fend a seacoast of two thousand miles. They are 
supports the Government; that commerce is the | at the same moment to protect your trade at least 
annual capital of the country, amounting to six | as far as the Gulf Stream ; defend the mouths of 
hundred millions of dollars; and we are asked, } the Mississippi, Boston, New York, and all the in- 
“will you abandon that capital?’ Ihad always | termediate ports and harbors. If, indeed, those 
been-taught to believe that the revenue was drawn, | objects could be secured by the proposed force, it 
from the purses of the consumers, and that the act | must possess attributes which have never belonged 
of buying and selling was distinguishable from | to any similar establishment. Itissaid that Eng- 
the article bought or sold. The fact is,-that the | land, with all her ships of war, “is weakest on the 
merchant only advances the revenue or gives | ocean;” and-yet, from the same quarter, we learn 
bond to pay it, but the amount is added. to the | the incalculable advantages which are to be de- 
cost of his goods; and he is eventually reimbur- | rived from a few frigates and seventy-fours. The 
sed by the. consumer with a profit. The people | truth is, that conquest and oppression were the 
of the United States therefore, who consume the | objects for which navies have been instituted, and 
goods, pay the revenue, and not the merchant. |to such they have always been applied. The 
The capital of commerce is the annual surplus | same motives which gave rise to standing armies 
products of the country, which haveneveramount- | on the Continent of Europe, produced the. British 
ed to fifty millions of dollars. Stil! 1am not dis- | navy ; and they have both been used for the same 
posed to abandon commerce, because, as I have | purposes. But, say gentlemen, this is an argu- 
before remarked, it is indispensable, in a great de- | ment drawn from abuse, and may be urged against 











gree, to the prosperity of agriculture. They are,|the use of any and every power. I admit that 
indeed, as has been said by the gentleman from | this remark is in general ‘correct, but it does not 
New York (Mr. Mrrcai.u,) “ twin sisters,” and | follow that all powers are equally liable to abuse, 
yet they are very unlike in character.. Agricul-| nor that there are note which if used will .cer- 
ture, the elder sister, is contented, frank, and un- | tainly be abused. For example—the Constitu- 
suspicious—always making sacrifices, never re- | tion deprives the States of the power to keep'ships 
ceiving any in return. Commerce, the younger | of war in time of peace, while in the exercise of 
sister, is cupning,avaricious,and rapacious—never | other important powers they are not restrained. 
satisfied unless her gains are commensurate with | Why this particular restriction? The peculiar 
her.desires. Such are their characters as fur- | liberty of this power, if used, to be abused. I re- 
nished by history. There is no instance of the! peat, then, that navies are calculated to produce 
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mischief, but that. they never have been compe- 
tent to protect and perpetuate the commerce of 
any nation. -Holland: was an extensively com- 
mercial and naval Power, and how was her com- 
merce destroyed?» The advocates of a navy 
have furnished the answer:—by the navigation 
system of England. Certain municipal commer- 
cial regulations in the British ports ruined the 
trade of Holland, her navy to the contrary not- 
withstanding. Well, sir, what is: the inference ? 
That a navy is necessary or adequate to the 
maintenance of commerée ? Unquestionably not. 
It proves all the opponents to:this bill-can desire : 
that commerce is neither dependent on such pro- 
tection, nor capable of being maintained by it. 
The best support to trade is the ability of a na~ 


tion to furnish on the most reasonable terms such 


articles as are necessary to the wants or conveni- 
ences of others; and, as evidence of the fact, I 
would refer to the history of our own country, 
The commerce of the United States has flour- 
ished beyond example without a navy, while Eng- 
land with her great maritime. force has not beed 
able to compete with the. enterprise of our mer- 
chants. What is the condition of England,.and 
what the state of her commerce? She is shut 
out from the-continent of Europe, and. from this 
country. Her merchants are becoming bankrupts ; 
her manufacturers in a situation the most miser- 
able, and the nation is writhing’ under the conse- 
quences of’a system produced by the inordinate 
ambition which has resulted from its naval supe- 
riority. And although a great naval’ force bas 
been competent to*treate such wretchedness, it is 
found t6 be perfectly inadequate'to its relief. Na- 
poleon. by municipal regulations, has suspended 
the commerce of England, which supported_her 
navy, but which her navy cannot defend nor pro- 
tect. It is true; that, in consequence of her mari- 
time strength, France dare not send a ship of war 
to sea ;. but it is not less true, that the continental 
system has inflicted a wound upon her commerce 
equal to that which she has been able to inflict 

‘onthe commerce of others. And permit me to re- 
mark, that if Bonaparte, with probably more than 
an hundred ships-of-the-line, is unable to protect 
foreign commerce, it would appear difficult to con- 
ceive how we could effect that object with ten frig- 
ates, or twelve seventy-fours and twenty frigates. 
I conclade, then, sir, that commerce and naval 
power are not identified, and that opposition to the 
one, affords no presumption of hostility tothe other. 
We are hostile to the proposed navy, because itis 
inadequate to the object for which it is intended, 
and because it is calculated to involve the nation 
in useless and wasteful expenditures.» We deduce 
from history, that, while naval Powers have pos- 
sessed the ability and disposition to annoy the 
commerce of others, they have not been able to 
protect and perpetuate their own. 

But, for national defence, a navy is “the most 
appropriate, adequate, and cheap.” As to its 
cheapness, it is only necessary to remark that the 
pay of a soldier is five dollars. per month, and 
that of seamen in the naval service twelve dollars. 
And as to the comparative view of expenditures 
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on a navy and fortifications, which has been pre- 
sented by the gentleman from South Carolina. 
(Mr. Cueves,) 1 cannot perceive its bearing on 
the present question. If, as the gentleman.seems 
to suppose, the proposed Naval Establishmen: 
would: dispense with fortifications, the com pari- 
son would be applicable; but a reference to the 
report with which he has furnished the House. 
will clearly show that such is not the calculation. 

The Secretary of the Navy remarks, that twelve 

seventy-fours and twenty frigates “would be com- 
Se aaa o¢casionally, in operations 
with gunboats already built, if equipped and 
brought into service, and our fortifications” * to 
afford complete protection toour harbors” Thus it 
appears, that gunboats and fortifications, both of 
which the gentleman’ from South Carolina has 
excluded from the cost of defence; are to be con- 
sidered a part of the estimate. The whole of 
this “cheap defence” would cost for building and 
one year’s'service (leaving out of view the sums 
‘already expended) more than the whole amount 
of our revenue in the most prosperous years, and 
far more than that which it is probable will be 
incurred in any short period. But suppose this 
fleet were built and equipped, would it afford 
complete protection to our harbors? No, sir. 
Did not the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Lownpes,) one of the advocates of a navy, 
declare to the House, that one British seventy- 
four could block up the harbor of New York, in 
defiance of your existing Naval Establishment? 
And yet we are told by other advocates that one 
American vessel of the same rate will be equal 
tothree of England. Let us examine the reason- 
ing on which this latter position is founded. It 
is assumed as a fact, from which very forcible 
conclusions have been drawn, that our navy is 
not to be separated, while at the same time it is 
to defend our extensive seacoast; and that the 
enemy is to be attacked “in detail, when his ves- 
sels may be scattered.” How a few ships are to 
defend an extent of fifteen hundred ‘or two thou- 
sand miles, and always to be kept together, is be- 
yond my limited comprehension; nor do I per- 
ceive why the vessels of the enemy should be 
scattered. It does, indeed, appear to me that the 
reverse of these propositions will be found true. 
If the proposed force*is intended to defend our 
numerous ports and harbors, it must necessarily 
be divided and apportioned among them; other- 
wise, it will not be applied to the contemplated 
objects, 

The assailing force has but one object to attain, 
and that is, to attack the most vulnerable points. 
While our vessels, therefore; must be scattered, 
from the necessity of the case, and continually 
liable to be attacked by a superior force, the 
enemy will separate, or not, as inducements may 
present themselves. But the American vessels, 
say gentlemen, will have the advantage of find- 
ing refuge and security, when attacked by supe- 
rior force, in our ports. What, sir! teach your 
commanders the art of running, and at the same 
time rely on them for the defence of the country? 
It is an art which I am persuaded will not be 
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jearnt by a Rodgers or Decatur, and I am unwil- 
ling to place them in a situation where they must 
necessarily encounter a force so much greater 
than any we can furnish, as to render defeat in- 
evitable. As to any advantage which is expected 
from “our superior knowledge of the shoals with 
which our seacoast abound,” in the “fogs: to 
which it is peculiarly subject,” I will only remark, 
that the best charts of the coast which are used 
by our mariners are of British manufacture. And 
as to the idea which has been expressed, that 
England cannot send a naval force to the Ameri- 
can station superior to that whiclr it is proposed 
to create, I really cannot discover the source 
from which such-an extraordinary conclusion is 
drawn, England bas in commission at this mo- 
ment néar eight hundred vessels, of which one 
hundred and sixty are ships-of-the-line. Of the 
latter, she has also in ordinary upwards of a hun- 
dred, and supposing she could not spare a compe- 
tent force from her existing establishment, what 
is to hinder her from manning and equipping 
fiity ships-of-the-line for the purpose of destroy- 
ing the pavy of the United States? She has 
one hundred and forty thousand seamen in her 
merchant vessels, whose services she commands 
by impressment whenever they are wanted for 
naval operations ; and, in fact, she has nothing to 
do but to will the destruction of your twelve 
seventy-fours and twenty frigates, and they are 
destroyed. In thus acknowledging our inferiority 
to Great Britain on the Ocean, it may be added 
that every other nation is in the same situation, 
and that we have it in our power to retaliate on, 
and for.the injuries we have suffered. Sir, the 
people of this country will not believe that their 
safety depends on ships of war. Their virtue, 
strength, and patriotism, are the foundation of 
national. security, and while those attributes re- 
main unimpaired, there is nothing to fear from 
foreign or domestic enemies. 

I have so far, Mr. Speaker, considered princi- 
pally the efficiency of a Naval ee on 
the supposition that our resources &nd form of 
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necessaries of life,) cannot obtain men for their 
naval service, without resorting tothe most cruel 
violence, it should not be presumed that the Uni- 
ted States, abounding in the comforts of life toa 
greater extent than in population, would be more 
successful. The fallacy of the opinion that dur- 
ing war the pay in the merchant service would 
be so much lower than in times of peace, as to 
enable the Government to obtain seamen at a 
reasonable price, is fully proved by the experience 
of 1798. During the quasi war with France, the 
pay in merchant vessels was from twenty-six to 
thirty dollars; and I presume it will not be con~ 
tended that the resourees of the country would 
be competent at that rate to maintain a Naval 
Establishment. 

It has been’ proposed, however, to obviate this 
difficulty, by withholding commissions from pri- 
vateers: The seamen are thus to be thrown out 
of employment, that they may the more readily 
engage in the naval service. The effect of this 
project would be nearly the same as that of im- 
pressment—in the one case force would be ap- 
plied indirectly, and in the other directly. I see 
no difference, as it respects the citizen, whether 
he is forced.into compliance by starvation orim- 
pressment, And if this system is to be adopted 
in relation to the Navy, it would be well to extend 
it to the Army also. A law has passed author- 
izmg the raising of twenty-five thousand men; 
and it is feared that, according to the , Constitu- 
tional mode of enlistment ,a longer time wiil be 
required to collect that number than is desirable. 
Now, if a navy can be manned by a Legislative 

; act which is intended to deprive the seamen of 
| their means of subsistence, why not devise a plan 
for starving some other portions of the commu- 
nity, and in that way fill up the ranks of: your 
Army ? The one would be as just as the other, 
and buth would be equally efficacious. But there 
is a Constitutional provision which would render 
|the proposed «system wholly nugatory. The 
States are prohibited from keeping ships of war 
in time of peace only. It is obvious, therefore, 


government would enable us to support it. I will | that if the General Government attempt to force 
now endeavor to show that in this country-the| the seamen belonging to any State into their 
manning of a navy to any considerable extent| naval service, by refusing commissions to priva- 
could not be effected without resorting, in. viola- | teers, such States, by issuing. commissions, may 
tion of the Constitution, to the odious practice of | completely defeat your object. 

impressment. Gentlemen are certainly mistaken Thus, sir, if gentlemen are determined to make 
in supposing that a-navy could be manned here | the United States a naval Power, they must re- 
as cheap as in England. Her seamen ‘are paid | sort to the same oppressive measures, which other 
thirty shillings a month, ours twelve dollars, and | countries have adopted—measures to which, I as- 
frequently more. She compels them to engage | sert, the freemen of this country will never sub- 
and serve for that sum—we rely on voluntary en-/ mit. The gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
gagements. The ordinary pay of seamen in our | Cueves) abhors impréssment, but at the same time 
merchant service is'thirty dollars per month ; and | contends that Congress has Constitutional author- 
I would appeal to the common observation of | ity to command the services of the citizens when 
any man to determine, whether it is probable they | and where theythink proper. It appears to me that 
would relinquish that service for the purpose of | if an individuals dragged from his home against 
receiving only, twelve dollars. We find other | his will, and committed to the ocean, it cannot 
nations ineapable of manning their navies extept be material by what name you designate the act. 
by foree—France by maritime conscription, and | To convey forcibly a freeman without the limits 
England by impressment. And, sir, if countries | of the United States, who had violated no law, 
overflowing with population, (a considerable pro- | committed no crime, isan exercise of sovereigaty 
portion of which is without a sufficiency of the} which I verily believe the framers of the Consti- 
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tution never thodght of delegating. -In what 
terms is’ this. extraordinary power granted? 
“Congress shall have power to provide and 
maintain a Navy.” From’ this expression alone, 
gentlemen, for the first time since the adoption 
of the Constitution—for until now the doctrine 
was never heard: of—have considered the power 
implied which places the liberties of this people 
completely at the merey of the General Govern- 
ment. Ifsuch an authority as this can be drawn 
by implication, all the restrictions contained in 
the Constitution are nugatory. ‘“ Congress shall 
have power to borrow money,” &c. Here isa 
similar grant of power; and indubitably if, under 
the authority to provide a Navy, you can deprive 
the citizen of -his liberty, it follows, that under 
authority to borrow, you may force him to lend 
his money: So, under the power “to raise and 
support-armies,” you may compel enlistments ; 
and thus’ your-.authority over the persons and 
purses of the people becomes ‘unlimited. Sir, 
such a‘doctrine, I_ am persuaded, will never be 
sanctioned by this House. 

Mr. B. said, his. indisposition would not ‘per- 
mit him to say more upon the subject. He.con- 
sidered it impracticable ‘to carry into effect the 
proposed system, without subverting the foun- 
dations of the Constitution; and. he would not 
consent to destroy the temple.of liberty for the 

urpose of building on its ruins a Naval Estab- 
ishment. 

Mr: Netson said he would make a few re- 
marks on. this question, as this was the first op- 
portunity which he had found of offering his sen- 
timents on a.subject, considered, on all hands, as 
of the first importance to the.country. It was 
not for his own gratification that he should tres- 
ee on the patience of the House; not because 

e feared to send out his vote unaccompanied by 
a ‘speech; not because those who in any way 
favor the Naval Establishment are charged with 
anti-republican principles. Considerations of this 
kind he disregarded. It was true that he, like 
every other Republican in this House, was alive 
to the dangers to which the liberties’ of the-coun- 
try might be exposed from large navy or army 
establishments. But he had no fears from any 
naval establishment at present proposed, nor from 
the expense to be incurred in earrying it into 
effect. Nor had he any fears from ano additional 
army of twenty-five thousand men, so long asa 
spirit of republicanism and a love of liberty pre- 
dominates in’ this country; but if, by indulging 
in luxury, and giving way to a corruption of 
manners, the. pure fountain of republicanism 
should hereafter become polluted, then we might 
have some. ground to fear the effects of a stand- 
ing army of even twenty-five thousand men, 
drawn round some ambitious military chief, who 
might turn them against the Government. 

Economy, said Mr. N., is the life and heart of 
every republican Government. It was a devia- 
tion from this principle which destroyed a former 
Administration (Mr. Adams’s) and brought into 
existence the present republican Government. 
So long as he felt those attachments to republi- 
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canism, which he drew in with his first breath, 
so long would he lift up his hand against the im. 
provident expenditure of public money, and en- 
deavor to keep the Government within those 
rules of economy which brought it into existence, 
But, though he was an advocate for economy, he 
was not for withholding appropriations for any 
expenditure which he believed necessaty for the 
public’safety ; nor would the people of this coun- 
try ever disapprove expenditures of this kind. 

Mr. N. was well aware that, at the time the 
Republican. Administration came into power, 
there had been great complaints against the 
wasteful expenditure of public money; for having 
raised an army and increased the Navy without 
necessity; for -having constituted a long list of 
offices unnecessary for the due administration of 
justice, and for haviog, in many things, departed 
from the true principles of republican economy, 

But, in all the complaints which were made 
against the extravagance of that day, Mr. N. 
never heard it denied that a moderate naval force 
was necessary for the protection of the coasts and 
harbors of this country.. And he did not mean 
to advocate the building of a navy which should 
beable to meet the navy of Great Britain on the 
ocean. He wished for such a one only as would 
protect our commerce in our own waters, and be 
able to drive off any vessel of war which should 
come upon our coast for the purpose of annoying 
and diStressing.us. 

He would forbear to make any insinuations 
which might be calculated to wound the feelings 
of any gentleman; but he thought, when so lib- 
eral a land force had been granted, some atten- 
tion ought to be paid to the wishes of gentlemen 
who deemed a small increase of our Navy as ab- 
solutely necessary for our protection. What was 
our object in raising an army of twenty-five 
thousand men? Was it not to obtain redress for 
injuries committed on our maritime and commer- 
cial rights? Were the injuries committed on the 
land?. Certainly they were not. Will the cap- 
ture of Carfhda compel Great Britain to respect 
our commercial rights in future? He did not 
believe it would. Canada was notcof much use 
to Great Britain, nor would it be of much benetit 
to us. It is possible, however. the apprehension 
of losing Canada may influence Great Britain to 
repeal.or modify her Orders in Council; if so, it 
will be. very well; but if we proceed to take that 
country, she will not surrender that which she 
enjoys without restraint for the restoration of a 
barren. rock; for, according to his ideas, Canada 
was of no advantage to Great Britain bat asa 
road and harbor for her vessels. 

Mr. N. said it was unnecessary to prove that 
this country had just cause of war against Great 
Britain; this had been acknowledged by their 
own Minister, in his correspondence with our 
Secretary of State. The conduct of this Gov- 
ernment has been. strictly impartial to both the 
belligerents ; none but a madman would insinuate 
the contrary. ‘The same terms had been offered to 
both nations, and, if one accepted, and the other 
rejected them, they had each their own choice. 
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Both belligerents, Mr. N. said, have disregarded | did not think so. The people, Mr. N. said, under- 
our neutral rights ; have not considered what was | stand the nature of an impost duty’as well as we 
due to us as a neutral; but rather how much in-| do. They know it is a duty laid on imported 
jury and injustice a neutral country would sub-.| articles, which, if they purchase, they pay; but 
mit to: Whence has this proceeded? From our | they are at liberty to purchase them or not. But 
own acquiescence. Because we did not resist | no man can ayoid paying a direct tax, and if you 
the first aggression, but acquiesced until accumu- | have not the money to pay, your property will be 
lated injuries of both nations overwhelmed us | sold to produce it. 
with violence. But we have, at length, deter-} Mr. N. said, an idea had suggested itself to 
mined manfully to rise and maintain our rights, | him,.which he would submit to the Committee, 
pot by bulletins and resolutions, not by appearing | We have tried the restrictive system in order to 
only to take war measures, but in a manner that | protect our commerce, and found it ineffectual, 
shall convince our enemy, and the world, that we | and are about to resort to another course. The 
are in earnest. expenses of the war will have to be provided for 
But, will it be sufficient to raise a land force to | by loans, and it is proposed to resort to direct 
go against the British provinces? Suppose, Mr. | taxes in order to enable us to pay the interest of 
N. said, we get possession of the two Canadas, | these loans. To prevent the necessity of having 
New Brunswick and Halifax, shall we have ob-! recourse to this mode of taxation, which would 
tained the objects for which we take up arms? | prove very oppressive to the people in some parts 
Certainly not. It will be necessary, therefore, | of the country, he would propose a repeal of the 
that we should make every exertion to raise a | non-importation law, and by this means, we 


foree with which to protect and enforce our mari- | should not only get the goods wanting for our 
trade with the Indians, but draw money into our 


Treasury from impost duty; and if we had re- 
course to war, he saw no necessity for keeping 
this law in force. 

Whence has arisen the opinion, at this time, 
Mr. N. said, that to extend our Navy would be 
attended with bad consequences—that it would 
be anti-republican? Can it have been the caba- 
listic effect produced by the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury? Or from what other 
cause? None of these apprehensions were enter- 





If the resources of the United States were com- 
petent to the object, he would say, establish such 
a Navy as shall be able to cope with the British 
fleet at sea; but he knew this was not practica- 
ble; but we ought to do as much as we are able 
todo; we ought to put our Navy on the best foot- 
ing, as it is on the water that our rights are as- 
sailed. But he did not wish to extend his views 
further at present, than a sufficient force to clear 


‘and he thought the danger to be apprehended 
from an army was infinitely greater than froma 
Navy Establishment. Mr. N. concluded with 
some further observations in favor of building the 
try, were erroneous; to show them that we are | ten frigates proposed by the bill, and against 


competent to make exertions for the defence of | striking out the section. 

our national rights, and willing to do so when- | Mr. BurweLt moved to postpone the subject 

ever necessary. He did not wish this nation to until the 4th of February. As the decision of 

be considered as a great naval and military na- | this question had nothing to do with the prepara- 

tion; but he wished the world to know, that we : measures for war, he supposed no inconve- 
} 


India trade. 
_ Mr. N. thought it necessary to make this effort, 
in order to convince the nations of Europe that 





are at all times able and willing to maintain our | nience would be experienced from this postpone- 
rights whenever they are assailed ; when we shall | ment. As there were, no doubt, many gentlemen 
have established this character, said Mr. N., our | who still wished to be heard on this subject, they 
rights will be respected. would have time to prepare themselves; for, as 

Is commerce of no avail to this country? | this debate had continued little more than three 
What is it that gives a spring to your agricul- | weeks, they could scarcely be expected now to 
ture? Itiscommerce. What is it that fills your | be prepared ; besides, their arguments would then 
Treasury? Commerce. What paid your-na- | be new; whereas, if they were now delivered, 
tional debt? Commerce. What was it which | they would appear a mere repetition. He hoped 
procured a sale for your surplus produce? It is | the House would indulge him in this motion, as 
foreign commerce. If it produce all these bene- | this subject swallowed up every other. There 
fits to the country, is it not, then, worth protec- | are a number of important bills before the House. 
Our table is loaded with business, and if the course 
which he proposed was not taken, after a session 
cessary for this country. In a manufacturing | of six or eight months, Congress would adjoura 
country, a nation may, perhaps, dispense with | without having done the business for which they 
commerce; but here, where we have no manu-| met. Besides, he was something like the Eng- 
factures of any consequence; where agriculture | lish priest, who, having expressed a fondness for 
is our chief interest, we could not exist without | partridges, was served with them until he was 
a commerce to find a market for the produce of | almost surfeited. He began to want a change of 
our lands. But gentlemen say, our imposts are | fare. He had heard enough about a Navy; he 
disguised taxes, which are anti-republican. He | would be glad of a little variety. If he had 
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thought there were any chance of getting the} and rivers of a neutral nation, and lie there jn 
question in ten or twelve days, he would not have | wait for her enemies, who might be trading with 
made the motion; but at. present he saw no end | the neutral? This, I presume, will not be cop- 
to the debate. tended for; nor will I contend for the whole of 

Some gentlemen appearing willing to debate | our rights, at this time. I now come to the wa- 
this motion, Mr. B. withdrew it; and after a few | ters within our own territory. It is absolutely 
remarks from Mr. Smitie against the Navy— necessary to have a more efficient navy than you 

Mr. Wivegery said:—The subject of the bill | now have to govern your harbors in times of peace. 
on the table-had been so ably discussed, that it | Let me call your attention to the insolent answer 
would seem as if nothing more could be- said | of a.British commander, not long since, in the 
on the subject. By the Constitution of the United | Delaware. When ordered off by the collector, 
States, Congress are empowered to build and sup-| in pursuance of our laws, did he not send word 
port a navy. The framers of the compact, no| that he hada very good berth, and that he lay very 
doubt, thought it necessary to have a navy, or| well athis mooring? This was in plain English 
this provision would not have been made in the | telling the United States he would go when he 
Constitution. It is the duty of a neutral nation | pleased. Sir, soon after the British armed ships 
to keep peace and order within her own jurisdic- | were interdicted the waters of the United States 
tion—she ought to be able to compel obedience | by the President’s proclamation, was there not a 
to her laws; and, for this purpose, it is necessary | more high-handed violation committed by the 
to have such an establishment of legal powers, as | commander of a British armed vessel in the port 
shall pervade the utmost limits of her jurisdiction | of Charleston, South Carolina? Will it be in 
—a government in which the belligerents, when | your power to prevent the like insults on your 
they come within your harbors, may feel safe,| Government, unless you have a sufficient force to 
otherwise they will be afraid to come and trade | spread along your coast? Sir, if we are to have 
with you, lest they should get entrapped by their | a war, one gun afloat, in a good ship, is worth ten 
enemy. It is certainly the duty of a neutral Pow-| on land. They can be sent from place to place, 
er to — their own harborsyas well on water | along shore, as the occasion may require. Guns 
as on land: for this purpose, it is absolutely ne-| on shore are stationary; a ship, with a fair wind 
cessary that you should con a small navy, or at| and tide, will pass them nine times out of ten; 
least some addition to what you have already | but if she passes another ship, she may meet her 
got, in order to compel submission to thedaws and | again when she least expects it. But, say the 
ordinances of your Government; anything short | gentlemen, the English will have them as soon 
of this will leave your system incomplete, and of | as you have built them. Sir, if the captain of 
course incompetent to the purposes for which it | a British ship should see an American of equal 
was established. What are the extreme limits | force, he will be very careful not to crowd sail in 
of your jurisdiction? Sir, were I to fix them, 1} order to get himself into difficulty ; nor will the 
should say the limits on the Southeast should be} American in that case be in a hurry to get off. 
the Gulf Stream, a line drawn by the God of na- | If an American frigate meets one more than her 
ture, and one which no maritime traveller can | match; she can run from her; and it is well un- 
mistake. When the armed ships of any nation | derstood that no frigates on the ocean can outsail 
were hovering on our coast, within that line, I} the American frigates. It is said they will rot 
would order them off as intruders. ‘ In this ease | and decay ; so will your houses—yet every man 
I apprehend some will think me extravagant, be-| wants a house to protect him from the inclemen- 
cause, by the law of nations, the extreme distance | cy of the weather. This negative reason will go 
from land appears to have been fixed at three | to the annihilation of the human species ; all men 
miles ; this law may very well apply to the Eu-| are born to die—therefore, take no pains to nurse 
ropean nations, because in many cases nature has/ and bring up our tender offspring. Surely this 
so bounded the ocean as to compel them to pass | kind of opposition cannot have weight with this 
narrow straits, in order to get to and from their); Committee. But there is another reason: they 
own kingdoms; such are the Straits of Gibraltar, | are“ the means of external war; they invite ag- 
the British Channel, St. George’s Channel, the | ‘ gressions, and hence the Danes lost their fleet 
narrow pass into the Baltic, and many other places; | ‘ at Copenhagen—our ships would share the same 
three miles from each shore would leave but scant | ‘ fate.” There is no similarity in the two cases: 
room for them to pass with head winds. This doce- | as well might gentlemen compare the dim taper 
trine cannot apply to the United States; she has no | of a damp cell to the bright luminary of Heaven. 
passway through which itis necessary for other na- | Copenhagen is on an island, surrounded with nav- 
tions to travel with their ships; we may therefore | igable water, that enabled the British fleet to land 
fairly conclude, if they are found cruising on our | an army on one side and lay their fleet on the 
coast, within the Gulf, it is for the purpose of dep-| other, and at the same time prevent their getting 
redating on our commerce. But there is another} a reinforcement from the mainland. The Un: 
reason why three miles from land will not apply | ted States are a continent, containing large rivers 
in this country :—for instance, you may be twen-! and harbors, in which her fleets may lie safe, aud 
ty miles up the Delaware or Chesapeake, and not | from which assistance cannot be prevented. But 
be within three miles of the shore. Did any ration-| gentlemen are so candid as to say they never will 
al man ever presume that a belligerent hada right, | vote anything to the support of commerce, 4s 


according to the law of nations, to go up the bays | they believe it not for the interest of our country. 
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exceptions: but admit it, for argument sake, and 
then it will be found that the maritime towns 
contribute a large portion of the money, which 
is paid into the public Treasury—they risk their 
large capitals; if you say they may insure it, still 
it is all done in and by the citizens of the mari- 
time towns. The same may be said, as to clo- 
thing and to spirituous liquors, sugar, and many 
other articles, which in the inland towns are made 
among themselves; so that in any point of view, 
which gentlemen may please to take of the case 

the maritime towns are entitled to the notice o 

Government. The Army raised under the idea 
of supporting commerce is a farce, unless you 
have a naval force to co-operate with it. Sir, 
you cannot support commerce, in the frozen re= 
gions of the North, nor on the mountains of the 
Alleghany. It must be done where commerce 
floats. Whence arises this mighty opposition to 
commerce? We seem to be like sheep, afraid of 
the water. , Sir, I hope the Aydrophobia has not 
got amongst us. Seven hundred thousand people 
at least are employed in your maritime towns, in 
commercial pursuits. They have been brought 
up in that line of life,and will not consent to 
abandon it. You have upwards of a million of 
tons of shipping in the United States. The peo- 
ple who are connected directly and indirectly in 
this immense tonnage, will not consent to give it 
up as a dead loss. Such a thing is not to be ex- 
pected, it must be for ‘want of an acquintance 
with the situation of their country, that gentle- 
men are induced thus to oppose commerce. Sir, 
I was one of those who was in favor of the em- 
bargo—I thought locking the registers and ships, 
papers in the collector's office, would keep the 
ships at home—what was the effect? The Brit- 
ish pointed out the way to do without them, viz: 
come when and where you please, we will pro- 
tect you without papers ; the effect is well known. 
But in case of war, if you are not to havea Navy, 
and you abandon commerce, what is to become 
of the tars of America? Are they to be left 
either to enter your Army or starve in the streets? 
Sir, they will not submit to either; they will no 
longer regard the country, than the country will 
afford them protection—no, sir, they will enter 
into foreign service, and will become your ene- 
mies, and the most dangerous enemies this coun- 
try ever had: give them a chance with the rest 
of your citizens on the element with which they 
are acquainted, and they will be ready in your 
defence to brave every danger; many of them 
left your country during the last embargo, having 
no other way to get their bread. Sir, it is not 
true that ships are the sole cause of war; we 
have ever since history has been known, heard 
of war. Charles XII, of Sweden, with his 
land forces, marched into Russia in the depth of 
snow, in search of conquest: he had no navy to 
aid him. Sir, we havea more striking proof that 
wars have been as frequent, and more cruel, ante- 
cedent to the use of navies, than since ; look into 
your Bible, there you will find a history of wars 
which tinged the whole face of the Christian 
world with blood; but does it follow, from those 


Sir, by comparison it is that we know the good 
from bad, or the lesser from the greater evil. In 
order, therefore, to see whether commerce is so 
detrimental, or of no use to the country, let us 
look into those countries who have wrapped them- 
selves up in this kind of inland protection, and 
would have nothing to do with foreign commerce; 
are they a more happy people than ourselves ? 
Are they not, on the contrary, the poorest and 
most distressed people on earth ? Where you see 
thousands of poor, who have nothing to_ shelter 
them from the weather, and depending on cold 
charity for their support ? 

Look into the North; the Russians seek no 
foreign commerce with their own ships—are they 
amore happy people than we are? On the ¢on- 
trary, the poor or common people in Russia have 
no will of their own; they are bought and sold 
with the lands to which they are attached, in the 
same way that the slaves in the West Indies or 
the South are bought and sold; they have noth- 
ing to live on but black bread and salt, a great part 
of the year: while, on the contrary, the Court is 
the most splendid in all Europe. Is this a situa- 
tion to which gentlemen would wish to see the 
Americans reduced? I call on any gentleman 
in the hall to show an instance where freedom 
was ever supported for any length of time, where 
commerce was precluded or did not flourish. I 
think it will not be attempted by the most stren- 
uous opposer of the commerce of this country. 
Where is this unwillingness of the people to sup- 
port commerce to be found? in what section of 
the Union? In Massachusetts, where they have 
a regular organized militia of upwards of seventy 
thousand, hear of a man who is not willing to ap- 
ply a portion of the funds or income of the United 
States to the support of ourcommerce! Gentle- 
men say, take Canada for the support of com- 
merce; and when you ask them§what we are to 
get by that, the answer is, enforce the restrictive 
measures. Sir, this cannot be effected in a coun- 
try like ours ; if you take Canada, unless you had 
more naval force than you now have, two British 
frigates would be able to prevent your getting in 
or out of the St. Lawrence; this will, therefore, 
have no effect in supporting your trade. Sir, 
when I voted for the Army, I did it in full ex- 
pectation that all the component parts of this 
Government were to be protected equally, accord- 
ing to their wants and necessities. The other 
day, when we voted for the Army, we made no 
complaint of our inability to raise a much larger 
Army than the Executive wished to ask for; we 
were rich then, but by some strange magic, just 
before we are to give our votes on the subject of 
a few additional frigates, a report is ushered in 
from the Secretary of the Treasury. Sir, if you 
cannot afford to go farther, reduce your Army, 
and in that proportion add to your naval force ; 
let those industrious citizens who inhabit your 
maritime towns have a proportion of the defence 
which is to be supported from their industry. 
Gentlemen say the consumer paysall ; and, there- 
fore, the maritime towns have no more credit 
than the rest of the community. This rule has 





































999 
H. or R. 


ascents ees pativenreeniernectngeenentnntenes 





a 


abuses, that Chistianity is not to be supported ? 
Certainly not, nor will it follow, that because 
some abuses may have happened in the naval 
system of the world, that, therefore, we shonld 
have no navy. If gentlemen who think this coun- 
try has no need of commerce, could have what 
they wish, your streets would be crowded with 
the poor and distressed, begging from place to 
place, and starving for want of employ. Sir, in 
1810, your whole amount of revenue was up- 
wards of $16,000,000; it is true it did not all 
come into the Treasury, but what was paid out 
answered a good purpose, it gave bread to those 
who collected, and were concerned in and about 
it. Is this not worth protecting? Sir, with such 
a spirit of enterprise no nation can be €nslaved ; 
destroy your commerce, and you must become 
slaves, because you cut the cord on which enter- 
prise is suspended. 

The question on agreeing to strike out the sec- 
tion for building the frigates was carried—yeas 
62, nays 59, as follows: 

Yxas—William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, William W. Bibb, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Builer, James Cochran, John Clopton, William Craw- 
ford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, William Findley, James Fisk, Meshack 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Ed- 
win Gray, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, John A. Har- 
per, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman,. Richard M. 
Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner La- 
cock, Joseph Lefever, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, 
William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, Jas. 
Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Anthony New, Thomas 
Newbold, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William 
Piper, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, 
William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, 
John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, Daniel 
Sheffey, John Smilie, George Smith, Richard Stanford, 
William Strong, John Taliaferro, Robert Whitehill, 
and David R. Williams. 

Nars— Willis Alston, jr., John Baker, Burwell Bas- 
sett, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, James 
Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, John C. Calhoun, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves; Martin Chit- 
tenden, Lewis Condit, John Davenport, junior, John 
Dawson, William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Thos. 
R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green, Aylett Hawes, Richard Jack- 
son, jr., Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Peter Little, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, George 
C. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, Alexander McKim, 
James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Thomas Moore, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, 
Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jr., James Pleasants, 
jr-, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, William M: Richardson, 
Samuel Ringgold, Thomas Sammons, John Smith, 
Bilas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Uri 
Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Laban 
Wheaton, Leonard White, William Widgery, Thomas 
Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 

The next question was, on agreeing with the 
Committee of the Whole to fill the blank for pro- 
viding ship timber and other imperishable mate- 
tials, with the words two hundred thousand dol- 
9 which was carried—yeas 82, nays 37, as fol- 

ows: 
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Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., Stevenson Archer, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, John Baker, David Bard, Burwell Bas. 
sett, Abijah Bigelow, William Blackledge, Harmanys 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Wm, 
A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Lewis Con- 
dit, Wm. Crawford, John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, 
John Dawson, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, Wm, 
Ely, James Emott, William Findley, James Fisk, 
Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thos. 
R..Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, John A, 
Harper, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard 
Jackson, junior, Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, Wm. 
R. King, Lyman Law, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, William Lowndes, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, 
Alexander McKim, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas New- 
bold, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pit- 
kin, jr., James Pleasants, jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter 
B: Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William 
Reed, Wm. M. Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, Saml. 
Ringgold, John Roane, Thomas Sammons, John 8e- 
vier, Daniel Sheffey, John Smith, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Samuel Taggart, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George 
M. Troup, Chas Turner, jr., Laban Wheaton, Leon- 
ard White, William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, and 
Robert Wright. 

Nays—William Anderson, William W. Bibb, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, James Cochran, John Clopton, 
Joseph Desha, Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, Bolling 
Hall, Obed Hall, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, 
Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel 

| Macon, Samuel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James Mor- 

gan, Jeremiah Morrow, Thomas Newbold, Israel Pick- 
ens, William Piper, John Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, 
William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Adam Seybert, 
Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, Richard 
Stanford, William Strong, Robert Whitehill, David R. 
Williams. 


} 

Another question was on agreeing with the 
Committee of the Whole to make the above ap- 
propriation. for three years, viz: for the years 
1812, 1813, and 1814. This motion was carried— 
yeas 67, nays 52, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jun., Ezekiel Bacon, John 
Baker, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, William 
Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, 
Elijah Brigham, J. C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Cham- 
pion, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, Lewis Con- 
dit, John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, John Dawson, 
Samuel .Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Ely, James 
Emott, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah L. Green, 
John A. Harper, Richard Jackson, jun., Joseph Kent, 
Philip B. Key, William R. King, Lyman Law, Peter 
Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, 
George C. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, Alexander 
McKim, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jonathan 
O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, Joseph 
Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., James Pleasants, jr., 
Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, William M. Richardson, 
Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, Thomas Sam- 
mons, John Sevier, Daniel Shefley, John Smith, Silas 
Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Uri Tracy, 
George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Laban Whea- 
ton, Leonard White, Wm. Widgery, Thomas Wilson, 
and Robert Wright. : 

Nays —William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, Wm. 
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W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, Wm. A. Bur- 
well, William Butler, James Cochran, John Clopton, 
William Crawford, Joseph Desha, Wm. Findley, Jas. 
Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, 
Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. 
Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Abner Lacock, Joseph 
Lefever, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Thomas 
Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Arunah Met- 
calf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Thomas New- 
bold, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, 
John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William 
Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Sey- 
bert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, Richard Stanford, 
William Strong, John Taliaferro, Robert Whitehill, 
and David R. Williams. 


The next question was on agreeing with the 
Committee of the Whole to appropriate one hun- 
dred thousand dollars for providing a dock yard. 

Mr. Ruea moved to strike out the section ; but 
this motion being decided to be out of order, Mr. 
D. R. Wivuiams spoke against the propriety of 
appropriating money, without estimate, for an 
object not wanted until we went about building 
seventy-fours. The House adjourned, on motion 
of Mr. Smivie, without taking the question. 





Tuespay, January 28. 


Mr. Jackson presented a memorial and remon- 
strance from certain inhabitants of East Green- 
wich, Rhode Island, condemning, in strong terms, 
a resolution some time ago introduced. by a mem- 
ber from New York, offering a bounty to Ameri- 
can seamen, on board British vessels, who should 
bring in any such vessel into the ports of the 
United States. This remonstrance was very long, 
and contained a number of severe reflections 
upon the measures of Government. After the 
reading had progressed for some time, the further 
reading of the paper was objected to, on the 
ground of being indecorous. This producing some 
debate, Mr. J. withdrew the memorial. 

The Speaker declared that, in future, when he 
discovered that any paper presented to the House 
was couched in disrespectful and improper lan- 
guage, he should consider it his duty to take the 
sense of the House on the propriety of suffering 
the reading to progress. 

Mr. Ruea presented to the House a resolution 
of the Legislature of the State of Tennessee, re- 
questing their members in Congress to use their 
endeavors to get established a road to the Ohio,a 
little below. the mouth of Great Water Creek. 
Mr. R. afterward introduced a resolution, direct- 
ing an inquiry into the expediency of authorizing 
the laying out and opening the said road; which 
was referred. 


GOVERNMENT.LOANS. 


Mr. ArcHeR wished to offer a resolution to the 
House, calling upon the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to give such information to this House as he 
may possess, relative to the practicability of ob- 
taining such loans as Government may require, 
and at what rate of interest. As this body has 
determined upon raising a large army, and large 
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appropriations will, of course, be necessary for 
their support, and to carry on the war in which 
we expect to be engaged, it becomes necessary 
that Congress should devise the means by which 
this war can be carried on with effect. The Sec- 
retary of the Treasury has written a letter to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
which that committee has laid before this. House, 
enumerating the taxes to which it may be neces- 
sary to resort for this purpose. And, by offering 
the present resolution, he wished. not to be con- 
sidered as encroaching upon the duties of that 
committee. He confessed he was not prepared 
to say that he could swallow the bitter bill pre- 
sented in the letter of the Secretary. He had 
always entertained a great abborrence for the 
stamp and excise laws; and he could scarcely 
conceive any consideration which coul@ induce 
him to vote for taxes of this description. We 
ought, said Mr. A.,to be careful, in entering upon 
this war, not to run foul of the prejudices of the 
people, prejudices highly laudable from the causes 
which produced them. Let it not be supposed, 
said he, I am not disposed to go as far as any per- 
son, in supporting the rights of the country, and 
in voting for the means to enforce their protec- 
tion ; but I wish those means to be such as will 
be palatable to the people; and, if practicable, it 
would, in his opinion, be much better that this 
war, for the first [ome should be carried on by 
means of loans. And, for this purpose, he pro- 
posed the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Treasury be 
directed to give this House such information as he may 
possess.relative to the practicability of effecting loans 
for the Government of the United States, to what 
amount such loans may be obtained, and at what rate 
of interest.” 

After Mr. Smicie had caused an extract from 
Mr. Gallatin’s late letter, touching this subject, to 
be read, the resolution was agreed to. 


NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. 


The order of the day, viz: the bill concerning 
the Naval Establishment, was then taken up, and 
the question on agreeing to the report of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to fill up the blank in the 
section providing a dock yard, with one hundred 
thousand dollars, being under consideration, Mr. 
Cueves stated the grounds upon which the Com- 
mittee had recommended this provision of the bill, 
and replied to some remarks of his colleague (Mr. 
WILLiaMs) made yesterday. 

Mr. Ruea then moved to strike out the whole 
section in relation to the dock yard ; which, after 
some little debate, was carried—yeas 56, nays 52 
as follows: 

Yeas—William Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, James Cochran, 
William Crawford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, Me- 
shack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, Obed Hall, John A. Har- 
per, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, 
Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Abner Lacock, Jo- 
seph Lefever, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Thomas 
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Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Arunah Met- 
calf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, 
Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Stephen Ormsby, 
Joseph_ Pearson, Israel’ Pickens, William Piper, John 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rod- 
man, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Sey- 
bert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, Richard Stanford, 
William Strong, John Taliaferro, Robert Whitehill, 
David R. Williams, and Richard Winn. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jun., Stevenson Archer, John 
Baker, Burwell Bassett, William Blackledge, Harma- 
nus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, Martin 
Chittenden, Lewis Condit, John Davenport, jr., John 
Dawson, Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, 
William Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Isaiah 
L. Green, William R. King, Lyman Law, Peter Little, 
Robert T% Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, George 
C. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, Alexander McKim, 
James Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas Newton, 
Timothy Pitkin, junior, James Pleasants, jun., Benja- 
min Pond, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William 
Reed, William M. Richardson, Samuel Ringgold, 
Thomas Sammons, George Smith, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Samuel Taggart, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard 
White, William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, and Rob- 
ert Wright. 


Mr. Buack.Levce moved a new section to the 
bill, providing for the building of four seventy- 
four gunships. Asan inducement to the House 
to adopt this new section, he stated there were 
suffidient timber and guns on hand; that the 
whole expense would not exceed $1.300,000, and 
the guns and timber being already provided, an 
appropriation of $824,000 only, would be neces- 
sary to complete them. 


The question was negatived—yeas 33, nays 76, 
as follows: 


Yzas—John Baker, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bige- 
low, William Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, James 
Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, John Davenport, jun., 
William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Thomas R, 
Gold, Richard Jackson, junior, Lyman Law, Robert Le 
Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, Archibald Mc- 
Bryde, James Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh 
Nelson, Thomas Newton, Joseph Pearson, Timothy 
Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, William 
Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Thomas Sammons, Philip 
Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Pierre 
Van Cortlandt, jr., and Leonard White. 

Nars—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, William 
W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Bur- 
well, William Butler, Epaphroditus Champion, James 
Cochran, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger Da- 
vis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, William Findley, James Fisk, Meshack 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Ed- 
win Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Obed Hall, 
John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. 
Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William 
R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Aaron Lyle, 
Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, 
William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Stephen. Ormsby, 
Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jun., 
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Benjamin Pond, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John 
Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer 
Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw 
John Smnilie, George Smith, Richard Stanford, Willian, 
Strong, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup 
Charles Turner, jr., Robert Whitehill, David R. Wij. 
liams, William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, and Robert 
Wright. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 


THE MILITIA. 


The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the bill supplementary to “An act 
more effectually to provide for the national de- 
fence, by the establishment of an uniform militia 
throughout the United States,” and to “An act 
making provision for arming and equipping the 
whole body of the militia of the United States.” 
The bill having been gone through, without 
amendment, 

Mr. WiLLIAMs said, it might be expected from 
him, asa duty, tostate the reasons which induced 
the Committee to bring forward this bill. As the 
day was far spent, however. and as this could be 
as well done in the House, as in the Committee 
of the Whole, he would move that the Committee 
rise and report the bill. The Committee rose 
accordingly. 

[This bill proposes the division of the militia into 
three classes. -The first, is to consist of such persons 
as are over eighteen and under twenty-one years of 
age, to be called the Minor Class, to be ordered out 
whenever detachments of the militia are authorized, 
but are not to do duty out of the State or Territory in 
which they reside, nor continue in service more than 
three months at a time. 

The second class is to consist of persons over twen- 
ty-one and under thirty-one years of age, to be ‘called 
the Junior Class of Militia, and may be ordered to any 
part of the United States or their Territories, but not 
to be compelled to serve more than twelve months ata 
time. 

The third class is to consist of persons over thirty- 
one and under forty-five years of age, to be called the 
Senior Class of Milltia, subject to do duty in the State 
or Territory in which they reside, and may be called 
into an adjoining State or Territory, but not to be com- 
pelled to serve more than twelve months at a time. 

Every free, able-bodied white male citizen, upon his 
arrival at the age of eighteen years, and being enrolled 
in the militia, is to receive a stand of arms, the right to 
which is to be inalienably invested in him. 

Four hundred thousand dollars are proposed to be 
appropriated annually in addition to the sum formerly 
appropriated for the purchase of arms. ] 


And then the House adjourned. 





Wepnespay, January 29. 


Mr. Mitnor presented a petition of a commit- 
tee on behalf of the surviving officers of the Penn- 
sylvania line of the Revolutionary Army, pray- 
ing further compensation for services rendered in 
said army.—Referred to a select committee. 

Messrs. Mitnor, Burier, and Boyp, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 
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NAVAL ESTABLISHMENT. ed by virtue of grants from the British Govern- 

An engrossed bill concerning the Naval Estab- | ment of West Florida, in cases where the condi- 
lishment was read the third time; and, on the | “ons precedent, in the grant, have not been com- 
vestion that the same do pass ? it was determin- plied with, and the claimant or claimants are not, 
ed in the affirmative—yeas 65, nays 30, as fol- | at this time. citizens of the United States. 


lows: oii a pee we SPOLIATIONS, &c. 

Yeas— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Bur-) 4,, BigeLow proposed the following resolution 
well Bassett, William Blackledge, James Breckenridge, | for adoption, chia wale similar to one which.the 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C.Calthoun, | House had refused to enter into some days ago: 


Langdon Cheves, Martin’ Chittenden, Lewis Condit, 5 ; Tt 
John Davenport, junior, Roger Davis, Samtel Dins- ve Resolved, That the President of the United States 


moor, William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, | be requested to cause to be laid before this House, such 
James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas | information as he may possess in relation to the seizure, 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, John | capture, and condemnation of the ships and merchan- 
A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, William dise of citizens of the United States, under the author- 
R. King, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Wil- | ity of the Governments of Europe, or either of them, 


liam Lowndes, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, 


Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Alexander Mc- | 


Kim, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Haugh Nelson, 
Thomas Newton, Timothy Pitkin, jun., James Pleas- 
ants, junior, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha 
R. Potter, William M. Richardson, Samuel Ringgold, 
John Rhea, Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, George 
Smith, John Smith, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis 
B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, John Taliaferro, Uri 
Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, junior, Laban Wheaton, Leon- 
ard White, Thomas Wilson, Richard Winn, and Rob- 
ert Wright. 

Nays—Ezekiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, James Cochran, William Craw- 
ford, Joseph Desha, Obed Hall, Jacob Hufty, Richard 
M. Johnson, Abner Lacock, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel 
Macon, Samuel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James Mor- 


gan, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, William Piper, | 


John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, 
Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, John 
Smilie, Richard Stanford, William Strong, Robert 
Whitehill, and David R. Williams. 


The House then took up the bill for classifying 
and arming the militia; when Mr. D. R. Wiz- 
LIAMS spoke at considerable length in its favor, 
explaining the objects of the bill, and Mr. Mircu- 
ILL against it, who concluded his observations by 
a motion to strike out the first section of the bill. 
He was followed by Mr. Wriaur in favor of the 
bill. After Mr. W. had been speaking a consid- 
erable time, the Speaker observed that there was 


not a quorum of members present. A motion | 


was made to adjourn, and carried. 





Tuurspay, January 30. 

On motion of Mr. Pirkin, a committee was ap- 
pointed to inquire into the expediency of altering, 
by law, the times of holding the district courts 
within the districts of Connecticut and Virginia; 
with leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 

Mr. Pirxin, Mr. Newron, and Mr. Ponp, were 
appointed the committee. 

On motion of Mr. PoinpextTer, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 


| which has not been heretofore communicated.” 


Objections were made to this resolution, because 
| the House had already decided against it; be- 
| cause it called for information on the subjects 
| probably at present matters of negotiation; and 
| because a similar resolution had been entered into 
|at last session, which was probably still before 
the Executive. It was urged in favor of the res- 
| olution, that the information was necessary and 
important, in order to come to a correct decision 
on questions which would come before Congress ; 
that the President would communicate such 
| things only as were proper to be known; that 
| though a similar resolution had been passed at 
| last session, and considerable progress made in 
| collecting the information required; yet, if not 
| again called for, no report would be made; as it 
| was believed to be a rule with the Executive and 
the departments, when information was asked for 
at one session, which could not, from some cir- 
cumstance or other, be furnished during the ses- 
sion, not to communicate the result of the inquiry 
at a future session, except it was expressly stated, 
in the resolution calling for the information, that 
the report might be made at the then present or 
a succeeding session of Congress. After an amend- 
ment, moved by Mr. BLack.enee, to the follow- 
ing effect, the resolution was adopted: “ accom- 
* panying the same with the regulation, order, and 
‘ decree, under which the said captures were made, 
‘and information, as far as may be, how far the 
‘said decree, order, or regulation, be abandoned 
‘or persevered in, by ‘the nation making such 
| * capture.” 
| "The House then entered upon the order of the 
| day, viz: the bill for classifying and arming the 
Militia of the United States; when Mr. Wricut 
finished his observations in favor of the bill. 
| Messrs. Stow, Macon, Lirrte, and WiiaMs, 
_ also spoke in favor of the bill, and Messrs. Wipe- 
| ery and Mircaite against it. The question on 
| Mr. MircatLu’s motion to strike out the first sec- 
tion of the bill, was not taken. Adjourned. 





| Fripay, January 31. 


cy of providing, by law, for the disposal of all| Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Waysand 
such tracts of land, lying within the territories | Means, presented a bill making appropriations for 
ceded to the United States south of the State of | the support of the Military Establishment, for the 
Tennessee, and east of the river Mississippi, claim- | year 1812; which was read twice and committed 
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to the Committee of the Whole on the bill mak- | ‘ side, nor continued in actual service for more 


ing appropriations for the expenses incident to the 
six_companies of mounted rangers, during the 
year 1812. 

Mr. Bacon, from the same committee, present- 
ed a bill making appropriations for the support of 
an additional military force; which was twice 
read and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole last mentioned. 

Mr. Pirxin, from the committee appointed the 
13th instant, reported, in. part, a bill to alter the 
time of holding the district.courts within and for 
the district of Connecticut ; which was read twite 
and ordered to be engrossed and read the third 
time to-day. 

SELAH BENTON. 


Mr. Guo .son, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Selah Benton ; 
which was read: when, Mr. GHOLSON, presented 
a bill for the relief of Selah Benton ; which was 
read twice and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on Monday next. The report is as follows: 

That the petitioner claims a pension in conse- 
quence of bodily disabilities incurred during his ser- 
vice in the Revolutionary war. ‘The committee are. of 
opinion that the petitioner is not strictly entitled to a 

ension according to the rigid provisions of the exist- 
ing law upon this subject, inasmuch as he was not ac- 
tually wounded in the war. They are, nevertheless, 
from an examination of all the testimony accompany- 
ing the petition, fully convinced that the present appli- 
cation is embraced by the spirit in which the statute 
providing for the invalid soldiers of the Revolution was 
conceived, and that it ought to be allowed. The peti- 
tioner, who, it appears, served with honor and bravery 
in all the various offices of first sergeant, ensign, first 
and second lieutenants, and captain, from the com- 
mencement until almost the close of the war, when he 
became disabled, has established two positions entirely 
to the satisfaction of the committee: Ist. That his 
disability arose from disease contracted by exposure in 
the service of his country, and terminating in scorbutic 
ulcers; and 2dly. That his disability, thus sustained, 
has disqualified him from acquiring a maintenance by 
bodily labor. Your committee, therefore, beg leave to 
report a bill for the petitioner’s relief. 


THE MILITIA. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday ; and the ques- 
tion depending, at the time of adjournment, to 
strike out the first section of the bill supplementa- 
ry to “An act more effectually to provide for the 
national defence by establishing an uniform mili- 
tia throughout the United States,” and to “An 
act making provision for arming and equipping 
the whole body of the militia of the United States,” 
which section is in the following words: Section 
1. “ That all the militia of the United States lia- 
‘ ble to do duty, over eighteen, and under twen- 
*ty-one years of age, shall be called the minor 
‘ class of militia ; and the President of the United 
‘ States shall be, and he hereby is, authorized to 
‘ order out the same, or any part thereof, when- 
‘ ever detachments of militia are authorized; but 
‘ they; shall not be compelled to do duty out of the 
* State or Territory in which they severally re- 


@ 


‘ than three months at any one time ;”’ was again 
stated, and. being taken, was determined in the ne- 
gative—yeas 38, nays 64, as follows: 


Yxas—Willis Alston, jr.. Stevenson Archer, Ezckie| 
Bacon, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William Butler, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John 
Davenport, jr., William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, 
Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Peterson Good. 
wyn, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyne- 
man, Richard Jackson, jr., Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Sam. 
uel L. Mitchill, Jonathan O. Moseley, Timothy Pitkin, 
jun., James Pleasants, jun., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. 
Porter, William Rodman, George Smith, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., 
Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, William Widgery, 
and Thomas Wilson. 

Nars—wWilliam Anderson, Burwell Bassett, Wil. 
liam W. Bibb, William Blackledge, James Brecken- 
ridge, William A. Burwell, John C. Calhoun, Langdon 
Cheves, James Cochran, William Crawford, Roger 
Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
William Findley, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, 
Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Obed Hall, Jacob 
Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. 
King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lewis jun., Peter Little, 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, 
Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Jas. 
Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Thomas Newbold, Thomas 
Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pick- 
ens, William Piper, John Randolph, William M. 
Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, John Rhea, John 
Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer 
Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
John Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas 
Stow, William Strong, John Taliaferro, George M. 
Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Robert Whitehill, David 
R. Williams, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 


Mr. Lacock objected to the mode of distribut- 
ing arms amongst the militia, adopted in the bill, 
by putting them in the hands of every citizen ar- 
riving at the age of eighteen years; and proposed 
an amendment, which went to put it in the power 
of the State Legislatures to deliver the arms to 
the citizens, or preserve them for their use in de- 
pots. This amendment produced considerable de- 
bate, and was finally negatived—yeas 48, nays 
67, as follows: 


Yzras—Willis Alston, jr., Ezekiel Bacon, John Ba- 
ker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, 
James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, William A. Bur- 
well, William Butler, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin 
Chittenden, Lewis Condit, John Davenport, jr., Roger 
Davis, Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, Wil- 
liam Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. 
Gold, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jack- 
son, jun., Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, James Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thos. 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, William Piper, ‘Timothy 
Pitkin, jun., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha 
R. Potter, William Reed, Jonathan Roberts, William 
Rodman, Thomas Sammons, Adam Seybert, Richard 
Stanford, Lewis B. Sturges, Uri Tracy, George M. 
Troup, Laban Wheaton, and Leonard White. 

Nays—-William Anderson, Burwell Bassett, Wil- 
liam W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Robert Brown, 
John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, James Cochran, 
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William Crawford, John Dawson, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, 
John A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, 
Joseph Kent, Wiliam R. King, Joseph Lefever, Peter 
Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Ma- 
con, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald 
McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander 
McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Stephen Orms- 
by, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, James Pleasants, 
jun-, John Randolph, William M. Richardson, Henry 
M. Ridgely, John Rhea, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, 
Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Samuel Shaw, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Philip Stuart, Silas 
Stow, William Strong, Samuel Taggart, John Talia- 
ferro, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., 
Robert Whitehill, David R. Williams, Thomas Wil- 


son, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 


The question being on engrossing the bill, for 
a third reading, Mr. Netson moved to recommit 
the bill to a Committee of the Whole House, in 
order that it might undergo such amendments as 
would make it more acceptable to several mem- 
bers who had objected to different parts of the bill. 

This motion was negatived. , 

The question then returned on the engrossment 
The yeas and nays being called upon 
the question, Messrs. Brce.ow, Netson, Guo.- 
son, and Troup, assigned their reasons why they 
should vote against it, and the House adjourned, 
without taking the question. 








Saturpay, February 1. 


Mr. Ruea laid before the House certain papers 
in refutation of the charges contained in the pre- 


| sentment of the Grand Jury of Baldwin county, 


inthe Mississippi Territory, against Harry Toul- 


min, Judge of the Superior Court of Washington 


district, in said Territory ; which were ordered to 
he referred to the select committee appointed on 
the letter from Cowles Mead. 

A message was received from the Senate, in- 
forming the House that they had passed the bill 
authorizing the President of the United States to 
accept and organize certain volunteer corps, with 
an amendment, to which they request a concur- 
rence. 

The House took up this bill, and the amendment 
being stated, it was concurred in without a divis- 
ion. The amendment was to reduce the appro- 
priation for carrying the object of the bill into 
omens from three millions of dollars to one mil- 
ion, 


THE MILITIA. 


On motion of Mr. D. R. Witiiams, the House 
took up the unfinished business of yesterday, 
which was the bill for classing and arming the 
militia. The question being on the engrossment 
of the bili for a third reading, 

Mr. WipGery moved to postpone the bill inde- 
finitely.—Motion negatived—53 to 46. 

_ On motion of Mr. Maxwe t, the appropriation 
in the bill.was reduced from four hundred thou- 
sand to two hundred thousand dollars annually. 
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Mr. Kina moved to strike out the word thirty- 
one, to insert in its place the word “ thirty-five ;” 
so as to make the Junior Class of the militia, 
by whom the heaviest part of militia duty is to 
be performed, consist of persons over twenty-one 
years of age and under thirty-five. This amend- 
ment was negatived, there being only 41 votes in 
its favor. 

Mr. Finvvey assigned the reasons which would 
induce him to vote against the bill’s being en- 
grossed. 

Mr. TaLumapce wished the Committee would 
suffer the bill to lie on the table until Monday. 
He had necessarily been detained from the House 
since this bill came under consideration, and had 
not, therefore, been able to pay to it thatattention 
which he wished, and which would enable him 
to vote understandingiy upon it.. He moved to 
this effect, and the question was carried—51 to 45. 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resolved itself intoa Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill making appropriations for 
the support of Government for the year 1812; 


‘and, having gone through the bill, it was reported 


to the House, taken up, and agreed to, except in 
relation to an appropriation. for an additional 
compensation to the clerks in the several depart- 
ments, not exceeding fifteen per cent. in addition 
to the sums allowed by the act, entitled “ An-act 
to regulate and fix the compensation of clerks,” 
&c., $11 234 33. 

Mr. Atston moved to strike out this appropri- 
ation in Committee of the Whole; and the mo- 
tion was negatived. by the casting vote of the 
Chairman only. When the bill came before the 
House, Mr. A. renewed his motion, in which he 
was seconded by Mr. Tattmapes. The motion 
was opposed by Messrs. Bacon, Mitcnity, WIL- 
LIAMS, and Wriacur. 

Those opposed to making this allowance, urged 
that, if the salaries fixed for the clerks of each 
department were not sufficient, they ought to be 
increased, though it was believed they were am- 
ple, without this allowance; that this additional 
compensation was believed to be bestowed chiefly 
on favorites, and not according to the extra busi- 
ness performed. The supporters of this allow- 
ance, said that it had been made for a number of 
years; that the salaries would be inadequate 
without it; that its deliberation was left with the - 
Heads of the Departments, who certainly might 
be safely trusted with it; that it served to reward 
faithful and extraordinary services; and that, hav- 
ing made the allowance for a number of years, it 
would be hard now to deprive the clerks of this 
part of their compensation. 

The question on striking out this appropriation 
from the bill, was carried—yeas 45, nays 42, as 
follows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, jr., Stevenson Archer, John 
Baker, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, William Butler, 
Martin Chittenden, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, 
John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, William Ely, Asa 
Fitch, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Ja- 
cob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jun., 
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Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph | during the year 1812; which was read twice, an 
Lefever, Peter Little, Robert LeRoy Livingston, Aaron } committed to a Committee of the Whole on Wed. 
Lyle, Archibald McBryde, Samuel McKee, Alexander | nesday next. 
McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Thomas} An engrossed bill, making appropriations fo; 
Newbold, Elisha R. Potter, William Reed, John Roane, the support of Government daring the year 18]9 
William Rodman, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Sea-| was read the third time end passed. ms 
ver, Samuel Shaw, William Strong, Benjamin Tall-| The Sppaxer laid \ fire the House sundry 
madge, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Laban Wheaton, | resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Vir- 
Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. ‘nis bat of th aedives thirened | 

Nays—William Anderson, Ezekiel Bacon, David be +t tao pore coaed G P Brit by the 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William | 7°2°! over ntnyes cowards Sxrwat Oritain; and 
Blackledge, William A. Burwell, John C. Calhoun, declaring that, peace, as we ead have it, is dis- 
Epaphroditus Champion, William Crawford, James graceful, and war is honorable,” and expressive 
Emott, William Findley, Thomas Gholson, Peterson | Of their determination to support all measures 
Goodwyn, Aylett Hawes, Lyman Law, Nathaniel | Which may be adopted in vindieation of the rights 
Macon, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, James Mil- | and honor of the United States.—Ordered to |ie 
nor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan | on the table. 
O. Moseley, Anthony New, Israel Pickens, Timothy} A Message was received from the President o/ 
Pitkin; junior, James Pleasants, junior, Peter B. Por-| the United States, transmitting a report of the 
ter, Willian M, Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, Sam- | Secretary of the Treasury, containing a statement 
uel Ringgold, John Rhea, Ebenezer Sage, John Sevier, | of proceedings under the “ Act to regulate the 
Adam Seybert, George Smith, Philip Stuart, John Tali- | Jaying out and making a road from Cumberland, 
aferro, Uri ‘Tracy, Charles Turner, jr., David R. Wil-| in the State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio,” 
liams, and Robert. Wright. 

The bill contained in it a paragraph for allow- CHRISTOPHER MILLER. 


ing a,.compensation to the Marshals and assistant Mr. Ormssy, from the committee appointed on 
Marshals, for taking an account of the manufac-| the 14th ultimo, presented a bill for the relief o/ 
tures of the United States, in addition to the sum | Christopher Miller ; which was read twice, and 
heretofore appropriated for that purpose committed to a Committee of the Whole on Wei: 
dollars. r a nesday next. 
en at bill orn ee eee Mr. O. also made a detailed report on the peti- 
OF £R8 “WY ROTC, en the bill came delore the) tion of the said Christopher Miller which wa: 
House, Mr. Newron moved to restore it,and to] .34. The report is as follows: 
fill the blank with fifteen thousand dollars. He It re tt th - ae ann 
stated that seventy thousand dollars had been Gensel, Anthony Wasaa, wha oo . ao ae a 
. - ’ a we 
ee oon toeeee ox pat eee oar eae oa ie army, determined to send a flag to the 
oa a ians, i t ight ed with- 
short of what was deemed sufficient, that no dis-| oy tahen, ane eee 


‘tins fi ; out further warfare. That the said Wayne was una): 
tribution had been made of it by the Seeretary of | to find any person in his army possessing the neces- 
the Treasury. 


4 } sary qualifications, who would undertake the hazardous 
This motion was opposed by Mr. Mircuiuu, enterprise, except the petitioner, who was intimately 
who said that he expected, before Congress were acquainted with their manners and their language; 
called upon for any additional appropriation, to | and, on this account, was the more solicitous that he 
have had laid betore them a digested statement | should carry the flag to the Indians. hat the pet 
of these manufactures; but he had understood | tioner, as an inducement to act in obedience to the 
that this business had been so-badly performed by | wishes of General Wayne, was told by him that the 
many of the Marshals, that the Secretary found it | Government would make him independent. The pe- 
next to impossible to make any. satisfactory view | titioner, at the evident hazard of his life, did proce! 
of the subject from the returns which he had re- a ae sent by “pe said oe — 
ceived. It was his opinion, that some of the Mar- | “¢ Regotlation, which terminated successfully. 
shals deserved no sompunseticls whilst others | _ Your committee are fully impressed with the belic 
‘ had performed the service in a manner that rich- ssa se whales ve ie eae oo io 
‘ : w e rnmen e ciaim 0 ne pe- 
in ot eames ee eee titioner, and they are satisfied that his pretensions ms 
na, Maryland, New Jersey, and the District of remuneration from the Government are much strength 


? ened by the consideration of the great danger he en 
Columbia ; amongst the latter, Massachusetts, countered,and the knowledge which he must have pos 
Pennsylvania, and New York. 


: : sessed of that danger previous to his departure ; fo! 

Mr. Newron suffered the bill to pass without | General Hardin and Major Trueman, who had under 
taking a question on restoring this part of it. The | taken similar expeditions to the Indians, had beet 
bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third | killed but a very short time before. 


reading. When your committee reflect on the advantage 

os flowed from the conduct of the petitioner, the 

angerous nature of the enterprise, and the promise 0! 

Monpay, February 3. General Wayne given to re ne the faith oF a soldier, 

Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and | that he should be amply remunerated, they canno! 

Means, presented a bill making appropriations for | hesitate to say, that the Government ought to cary 
the support of the Navy of the United States | this promise into execution. 
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Fesruary, 1812. 
NEW YORK CANALS, 

The Speaker laid before the House a reso- 
jution of the Legislature of the State of Ohio, 
declaring that, in their opinion, the expense of 
the canal contemplated to be cut from the Great 
Lakes to Hudson river, ought to be provided for 
by the General Government.—Referred to the 
committee appointed on the petition of the Pres- 
ident and Managers of the Union Canal Compa- 
ny, in the State of Pennsylvania. 

The document is as follows: 


ZANESVILLE, Onto, Jan. 18, 1812. 


Str: In obedience to the request of the Legislature 
of this State, I have the honor to transmit you a copy 
of a resolution on the subject of the contemplated canal 
between the river Hudson and the Great Lakes. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient, humble 
servant, RETURN J. MEIGS. 

Hon. Henry Crary, 

Speaker of the House of Reps., U. S. 
January 17, 1812. 

Whereas the Commissioners, appointed under the 
first section of the act of the Legislature of the State 
of New York, passed the 8th day of April, 1811, enti- 
tled “An act to provide for the improvement of the 
internal navigation of the State,” have, in pursuance 
of the provisions of said act, applied in behalf of said 
State to the Legislature of this State, for their aid and 
co-operation in carrying into effect the object contem- 
plated in said act, and have particularly solicited the 
influence of this State in the public councils of our 
country for that purpose, being fully impressed with a 
sense of the importance of the object as well as with 
the respectful attention due to our sister States ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the State of Ohio, That they consider the com- 
munication, by means of the canal navigation, between 
the Great Lakes and Hudson river, as a project of na- 
tional concern; that the accomplishment of such a 
project, free from a transit of duty, would have the 
most extensive and beneficial effects, by facilitating the 
intercourse between remote parts of the United States ; 
diminishing the expense of transportation, thereby ren- 
dering the produce of our country more valuable, the 
price of foreign commodities cheaper; and that its ten- 
dency would be to enéourage agriculture, manufac- 
tures, internal commerce, and to strengthen the bond 
of union between the States. 

Resolved, As the sense of this General Assembly, 
that it would be expedient for the expense of said canal 
to be provided for by the United States in such a man- 
ner as they shall think proper, and that the same be 
free from toll or transit duty, for the transportation of 
produce, manufactures, or merchandise, thereon. 

Resolved, Thet the Governor of this State be re- 
quested to transmit copies of this resolution to the 
President of the United States, the President of the 
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives of 
Congress, the Governor of the State of New York, and 
to our Representatives, and each of our Senators, in 
Congress. 











THE MILITIA. 


The House again resumed the consideration of 
the bill for classing and arming the militia of the 
United States. 

Mr. Tattmance said, that having been absent 
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from his seat when this bill was under discussion 
he could not profit by any remarks which had 
been made. He would, however, submit a few 
considerations which had occurred to his mind, 
and which would induce him to oppose the pas- 
sage of the bill now on the table. That his re- 
marks might be definite and precise, he would 
endeavor to pursue the following arrangement: 

lst. He would examine the Constitution ‘as to 
the powers given to Congress to legislate upon this 
subject. 

2nd. Inquire how far those powers had been 
executed by any previous law. 

3rd. He would endeavor. to test the principles 
of this bill by the Constitution, by the militia 
law passed by Congress, and by the laws and 
usages of the States. 

As to the powers given by the Constitution, 
Mr. T. remarked that they would be found under 
the eighth section of the first article of the Con- 
stitution of the United States—“ Congress shail 
‘have power to provide for calling forth the 
‘militia to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 
‘ press insurrections and repel invasions.” ; 

“To provide for organizing, arming. and dis- 
‘ciplining the militia, and for governing such 
‘ part of them as may be employed in the service 
“of the United States, reserving to the States re- 
‘spectively the appointment of the officers, and 
‘the authority of training the militia according 
‘to the discipline prescribed by Congress.” So, 
also in defining the powers of the President of 
the United States, he is styled, “the Command- 
‘ er-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the United 
‘ States, and of the militia of the several States, 
‘ when called into the actual service of the United 
* States.” 

Hence, said Mr. T., it appears that all the 
military force of our country is divided into two 
classes, the army and the militia; the former is 
exclusively under the control of the General 
Government, and the latter is the great military 
bulwark of the States respectively. So cautious 
were the sages who framed the Constitution of 
the peculiar and appropriate rights of the States, 
that they have given to the President of the Uni- 
ted States no control over the militia only when 
called out by authority of the Government, and 
for the three express purposes defined in the Con- 
stitution. ‘These and these only, I contend, form 
the grounds or reasons on which the service of 
the militia may be required by the General Gov- 
ernment. 

With this plain exposition of the Constitution, 
I will pass on to the second proposition, and in- 
quire how far the powers vested in the General 
Government have been carried into execution. 

After various attempts had been made, and ela- 
borate systems had been proposed and rejected, 
on the 8th of May, 1792, Congress passed a law 
“more effectually to provide for the national de- 
‘ fence, by establishingan uniform militia through- 
‘ out the United States.” Pe 

By a careful examination of this law it will be 
perceived that, in all its provisions, the Constitu- 
tional limits have not been transcended ; but that 


’ 
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the prominent features of this law consist of pro- | convenience would result to the community by 


visions to enroll or emborly ; to arm and accoutre; 
to arrange and organize; to officer under State 
authorities, and to discipline or train the militia 
according to the system provided by Congress. 
It is not unworthy of remark, that by.the provi- 
sions of this law, it was made the duty of the 
militia to arm and clothe themselves at their own 
expense, and the quality and description of their 
arms were partieularly designated. 

On the 2d of March, 1803, another law was 
passed, supplementary to the foregoing, in which 
additional duties were required of the Adjutant- 
General—a Quartermaster’s Department was es- 
tablished, and every militiaman enjoined to be 
completely furnished with arms, accoutrements, 
and ammunition, agreeable to thetrequisitions of 
the aforesaid act. 

On the 23d of April, 1808, an additional law 
was enacted, authorizing an annual appropriation 
of two hundred thousand dollars, to purchase 
arms and military equipments, which were to be 
distributed to the several States and Territories, 
in proportion to their effective militia, under such 
rules and regulations as the Legislatures should 
respectively prescribe by law. From the most 
careful examination I have been able to give this 
subject, I believe the foregoing laws comprehend 
all the regulations which have been made relative 
to the militia of the several States and Territo- 
ries. Other laws have been passed relating to 
draughts from the militia, which have no bearing 
upon this question. 

3dly. I come now to test the principles of the 
bill before the House, by the Constitution, and 
the system adopted by the Government hereto- 
fore. I inquire, then, what urgent occasion is 
there for this bill? Gentlemen say that the old 
system is inadequate to its object. But, suffer 
me, Mr. Speaker, to inquire from whence do these 
objections arise? Are they made by those who 
have carried the laws into practicable effect, or 
by those States where the militia laws have been 
scarcely regarded? Most assuredly not the form- 
er—and with how ill a grace they are made by 
those who have never carried the militia laws in- 
to operation I leave for the good sense of this 
House to determine. Sir, the militia of the North- 
ern States, by a close adherence to the law, anda 
careful attention to its requisitions, have become 
formidable armies themselves for all purposes to 
which the services of the militia can constitution- 
ally bedirected. They are the military boastand 
pride of our country, and no man feels himself 
degraded by being enrolled with his neighbors to 
perform the duties of the militia. 

In addition to this the present militia system 
has been long in operation. It commenced with 
the first settlement of our country, and with the 
slight alterations and amendments since has been 
found to answer the grand objects to which this 
force ought constitutionally to be directed. I 
would further remark, that being now-so fully 
ingrafted into our State codes, and forming no 
inconsiderable part of our habits, (I speak more 
especially of the Northern States,) no small in- 
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the adopting the provisions of this bill. 

~ It is not unworthy of remark that the classify. 

ing principle of this bill would introduce nove} 

distinctions, and would oppose odious and op. 

pressive burdens on that portion of our citizens 

who are enrolled in the militia. And who, I pray 
ou, Mr. Speaker, are the militia of our country ? 

n addition to the duties which they perform as 
being the natural guardians of our rights in arms, 
they are the sovereigns of this country, and hold 
in their hands the Constitutional right to remove 
us from these seats whenever they please. 

I add once more that the classifying principle 
which férms the most prominent feature of this 
bill, smells too strong of the detestable conscrip. 
tion of the French Emperor to become palatea- 
ble. to our own countrymen. Whatever the chair- 
man of the committee who brought in this bill 
(Mr. Witutams) may say of the French con- 
scription being very similar to our code, I insist 
on it that light and darkness are scarcely more 
unlike than the practical operations of those two 
principles. Is it possible that the gentlemen from 
South Carolina can see no difference between the 
equal voluntary service of our countrymen, em- 
bodied to defend their dearest rights, or to enforce 
the execution of our laws, and the involuntary, 
detestable service to which all the youth of 
France and her dependencies are subjected by 
the Bonepartean conscription? Are the chains 
and handcuffs which adorn the young conscript 
on his march from his father’s house to some 
military depot in France to be compared with the 
operation of our militia laws in this free Repub- 
lic? And will the gentleman venture to assert 
that there is no difference between the Constitu- 
tional appropriate service of our militia, and the 
dreadful prospects presented to the conscripts ol 
France, chained to the destinies of a military des- 
pot, and obliged to pursue the objects of his ambi- 
tion wherever, and against whomsoever, directed! 
Sir, I cannot express my astonishment when | 
hear such remarks made within these walls, nor 
will I cease to expose and reprobate them so long 
as I have a seat on this floor. . 

But the doctrine which I wish to enforce is, 
that the power contained-in this bill is not war- 
ranted by the Constitution. The whole power 
given to Congress, relative to this point, is to 
provide for organizing arming, and disciplining 
the militia. Will any gentleman say that under 
this provision is given an authority to class the 
militia, and designate particular duties to be per- 
formed by them’? If powers not given are actu- 
ally retained, then shall I contend that this power 
belongs alone to the States. As I consider the 
interference of the General Government with the 
State authorities, in relation to the militia, to be 
dangerous in the extreme, I would cautiously 
guard against the first encroachments upon those 
important rights. 

If an army should be thus formed from_con- 
scripts, called out under the imposing title of clas- 
sified militia, it would be an army unknown to 
the Constitution, Indeed, as the case might be, 
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the physical force of the States might be so dis-| any measure which may be calculated to perfect 
posed of, as that, in the hands of an aspiring, am-| the present militia system of the United States, 
bitious President, the liberties of this country | yet I cannot consent to innovate upon any of 
would be greatly jeopardized. Let such a Presi-| those great principles which bind the services of 
dent have power to call those conscripts to per-| the militia, most emphatically, to the States and 
form military duty wherever he should think| Territories in which they reside. I, therefore, 
proper, I beg leave to inquire what should pre-| hope the bill on your table will not pass. 

vent him from destroying your liberties by the aid| Messrs. Quincy, and Law, spoke against the 
of his regular troops? Against such possible} bill; and Messrs. WiLttams and Werieur in fa- 
evils, I wish to interpose every practical check. | vorof it. The House adjourned, without taking 

Having made these general remarks, I will} the question on the engrossment of the bill. 
now examine some of the sections of this bill, 
and dismiss the subject. 
In the first section of the bill an authority is Tuespay, February 4. 

given tothe President of the United Statestoorder| Mr. Raga presented to the House a letter ad- 
out the minor class, or any part of it, whenever de-| dressed to him ‘by the Governor of the State of 
tachments from the militia should be authorized. | Tennessee, enclosing a copy of a resolution of 
This power, Mr. Speaker, is too great for me to| the General Assembly of that State, “ recom- 
consent to give. If this section of the bill should | mending to their Senators and Representatives in 
pass in its present form, all the youth of our| Congress the expediency of stipulating for the 
country from eighteen to twenty-one years of| nearest possible route for a wagon road from 
age would be placed under the control of the} Knoxville to Augusta, in Georgia through the 
President, which, Iam persuaded, the Constitu-| country of the Cherokee Indians.”—Referred to 





tion never contemplated. the Secretary of War, to consider and report 
The seventh section provides for punishing any | thereon to the House. ' 
officer who should fail to perform his duty, as re-|_ Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 


quired by this act, by cashiering, or miulcting, or| Means, to whom was referred the report of the 
fining, not exceeding fifty dollars. I utterly ob-| Secretary of the Treasury, of the amount of de- 
ject to this provision because no such authority is| posities ef public money in banks, reported, in 
vested in the General Government,-nor can we | part, a bill repealing the tenth section of the “Act 
interfere with punishments by courts martial, un-| to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the 
der the authority of the individual States. How,| United States ;’ which was read twice and com- 
I beg leave to ask, are such courts to be formed; | mitted to a Committee of the Whole on Monday 
and, in case of fine, by what process is the money | next. 
to be collected? A bare mention of these diffi-| Mr. Lewis, from the Committee for the Dis- 
culties, I should hope, would be sufficient to show | trict of Columbia, to whom was recommitted the 
the absurdity of the provision. bill further to amend the charter of the City of 
In the eighth section of this bill, provision is} Washington, reported an amendatory bill; which 
made for furnishing every militiaman, who shall | was read, and committed to a Committee of the 
arrive to the age of eighteen years, with a stand | Whole on Thursday next. 
of arms. To the principle of this provisionI do} The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
not object; but, as I do believe this method of| from the Secretary of the Freeney transmiiting 
delivering out the arms is more objectionable | a statement of the tonnage of the United States, 
than that which is provided by law, I cannot con-| prepared in obedience to a resolution of the 
sent to this alteration. We have a standing law} eleventh ultimo; which was read, and ordered to 
epee ating $200,000 annually for the purchase | lie on the table. 
of arms, which directs the distribution of the| The Speaker laid before the House another 
same to the Executives of the several States and | letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
Territories, for the use of their militia ; and under } mitting two statements of importations ia Amer- 
their direetion I wish to see the distribution made. | ican and foreign vessels for one year, ending the 
In fact, I wish to maintain the true Constitutional | thirtieth of September, 1810; which were read, 
character of our militia, as belonging to the sev-| and ordered to lie on the table. 
eral States, and not as militia of the United} The Speaker also laid before the House a let- 
States. ter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
In the same section, the oath required to be| a statement of the name, rank, pay, and rations, 
taken before the stand of arms can be delivered, | of each commissioned and warrant officer of the 
as the case may be, will deprive the State of the| Navy, prepared in obedience to a resolution of the 
service of one of her citizens, or he must perjure | twenty-third ultimo; which were read, and or- 
himself to obtain the stand. No provision is| dered to lie on the table. 
made where arms may be lost in battle, or by any} A message from the Senate informed the House 
other unavoidable accident. that the Senate have passed a bill “to promote 
I have strong objections to other sections of} the progress of science and useful arts, by secur- 
this bill, particularly to the eleventh and thir-| ring, for a limited time, to the inventors, the ex- 
teenth sections, which I will leave to other gen-| clusive right to their respective discoveries ;” in 
lemen who may follow me. which bill they desire the concurrence of this 
Although I shall always be ready to accord in | House. 
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The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill supplemental to an act for 
raising, for a limited time, a military force. 

Mr. Wiui4Ms explained the object of this bill 
to be to provide for mounting a regiment.of horse 
artillery, directed to be raised by a law of 1808. 
The bill-was reported without amendment, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The House went into a Committee of thie 
Whole, on the bill making further appropriation 
for the defence of our maritime frontier. 

The blank in the bill for. the appropriation, was 
filled with a million of dollars. The House con- 
curred in the amendment, and the bill was or- 
dered to a third reading. 

The House went into a Committee of the 
Whole, on the bill to ascertain the Western boun- 
dary of a tract of land reserved for satisfying 
military bounties of the officers and soldiers of 
the Virginia Continental Line. After some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose and had leave 
to sit again. 


R. 











THE MILITIA. 


The House resumed the consideration of the bill 
for classing and arming the militia of the United 
States. The question was on the bill’s going to 
a.third reading. Messrs. BigeELow, Mose.ey, 
Ruea, and Srurces, spoke against the bill’s being 
engrossed; and the latter gentleman concluded 
~ observations, by a motion to recommit the 
bill. 

Mr. Harper proposed to amend the motion, by 
adding to-it, “for the purpose of, reporting two 
separate bills—one for classing, the other for arm- 
ing the militia.” Mr. Srurces accepted the 
amendment as a part of the motion. 

Messrs. Harper, Porter, Ruea, GHouson, and 
Winerry, expressed themselves in favor of arm- 
ing the militia, but not of classing the militia. 

Messrs. Wi ttiamMs, Macon, and Wrieat, 
(members of the committee who reported the bili, ) 
opposed the motion to recommit the bill. They 
wished the sense of the House to be taken upon 
it, without further loss of time; but if the House 
decided in favor of a recommitment, they hoped 
the bill would not be sent back to them, as they 
had reported such a bill as they approved; and 
if it were to be new-modelled, they wished it to 
go to those gentlemen who had expressed so much 
dissatisfaction with it, though they believed but 
few of them would vote for it in any shape. 

The motion for recommitment was lost, there 
being only 30 votes for it. 

The question was then taken upon the engross- 
ment of the bill, and carried—yeas 62; nays 59, 
as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
John Baker, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, Jas. 
Breckenridge, John C. Calhoun; Langdon Cheves, 
Matthew Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, Wm. 
Crawford, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dins- 
moor, Elias Earle, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, 
Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed 
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Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald 
McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Arunah 
Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Anthony 
New, Thomas Newbold, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph 
Pearson, Israe) Pickens, William M. Richardson, H enry 
M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Roane, Ebenezer 
Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, 
John Smilie, John Smith, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, 
William Strong, John Taliaferro, George M. Troup, 
David R. Williams, and Robert Wright. 

Nays—Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, 
Elijah . Brigham, Robert Brown, William Butler, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Day. 
enport, junior,, Roger Davis, William Ely, James 
Emott, William Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, 
Thomas R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Edward Gray, 
John A, Harper, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, 
Richard Jackson, junior, Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy 
Livingston, Aaron Lyle, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mii. 
chill, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, William 
Piper Timothy Pitkin, junior, James Pleasants, junior, 
Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, John Rhea, Jonathan 
Roberts, William Rodman, Thomas Sammons, Adam 
Seybert, George Smith, Richard Stanford, Lewis B. 
Sturges, George Sullivan, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin 
Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre 
Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, 
Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, and Thomas 
Wilson, 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time to- 
morrow. 





Wenpnespay, February 4. 

Mr. Baker presented a petition of sundry in- 
habitants of Alexandria, in the District of Colum- 
bia, praying permission to cut a canal around the 
western end of the causeway between Mason's 
Island and the Virginia shore of the Potomac 
river, and also to cut a canal between the main 
land and Alexander’s Peninsula, and that the cor- 
poration of the town of Alexandria may be av- 
thorized to levy a tax upon the property or cili- 
zens of the town to execute the work.—Referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

The Speaker laid before the House sundry 
resolutions of the General Assembly of the State 
of Kentucky, declaring that they feel deeply sen- 
sible of the continued violations of our national 
rights by Great Britain and France, and that, if 


| they are not discontinued, they ought to be resisted 


with the whole power of the country ; and that. 
in the event of a war with either of the belliger- 
ents of Europe, “the State of Kentucky will con- 
tribute, to the last mite of her resources, to main- 
tain the contest and support the rights of the na- 
tion against sueh lawless violations.” 

The resolutions were read, and together with 
the resolutions, of a similar nature, passed by the 
Legislatures of the States of North Carolina, Vir- 


ginia, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, and by the 
Legislature of the Mississippi Territory, and by a 
public meeting in the State ot New Jérsey, ordered 


Hall, Jacob Hufty, Joseph Kent, rae B. Key, Wil- | to be referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- 


liam R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph 
Lewis, jr., Peter Little, William Lowndes, Nathaniel | 


efever, Joseph | lations. 


The Speaker laid before the House a petition 
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of the Synod of Kentucky, praying that the mails | divided into three classes, viz: Minor, Junior and 
of the United States may not be carried on’ the | Senior Classes. The first to consist of youths 
Sabbath day, except on extraordinary occasions. | over eighteen and under twenty-one years; to be 
Laid on the table. called out for three months at a time only, and 

The bill from the Senate “to promote the pro-| within their own State ; the second, to consist of 
gress of science and useful arts, by securing, for | citizens over twenty-one and under thirty-one 
a limited time, to the inventors, the exclusive right | years age, to be employed for twelve months ata 
to their respective discoveries,” was read twice, | time, in any manner in which the President of 
and committed to a select committee. | the United States may direct; and the last to 

Mr. Newron, Mr. Gotp, Mr. Prrxin, Mr. | consist of citizens over thirty-one and under forty- 
Lownpes, and Mr. MILNor, were appointed the | five years of age, liable to be called out for six 
committee. | months at a time, in the State in which they live, 

An engrossed bill supplementary to “ An act to | or an adjoining State. The hill also provides 
raise, for a limited time, an additional military | that every youth arriving at the age of eighteen, 


force,” was read the third time, and passed. shall be provided with a stand of arms at the ex- 
pense of the Government. 
THE MILITIA, | This bill was supported by Messrs. D. R. WiL- 


An engrossed bill supplementary to “ An act | LiaMs, Macony Waicut, Stow, Ranpours and 
more effectually to provide for the national defence | SMILIE, on the following grounds. In behalf of 
by establishing an uniform militia throughout the | the classification, it was said, that in consideration 
United States,” and to “ An act making provision | Of youths from eighteen to twenty-one being gen- 
for arming and equipping the whole body of the | erally engaged in either obtaining an education, 


| militia of the United States,” was read the third | or in learning some trade or profession to fit them 
} time; and on the question that the same do pass, | for future usefulness in life, they had laid the bur- 


it was determined in the negative—yeas 55, nays den of military service lightly on them, and con- 
58, as follows: fined them within a moderate distance-from their 


Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, John | homes : That on the next class, consisting of citl- 
Baker, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, James | zens in the prime of life, considering them as being 
Breckenridge, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, possessed of the great physical strength and spirit 
Matthew Clay, James Cochran, William Crawford, of the community, they had laid the heaviest bur- 
John Dawson, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James den of duty, though no more than every citizen 
Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, | !5 at present liable to be called upon to perforin : 
Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. John- On the senior class, they imposed a lighter duty, 
son, Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, William R. King, | because they consider them as being more neces- 
Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jun.,| sary at home, and as being less able to sustain ser- 
Peter Little, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, | vice than the persons composing the second class. 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, Arunah Metcalf, | Though at first view, it might appear that the ser- 
James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Thomas Newbold, | yice was unequal, yet it was stated that if it were 
Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, Henry M. Ridgely, | considered that every man who lived to be of the 
Samuel Ringgold, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Ebene- | age of forty-five, would pass through all the clas- 
zer Seaver, John Sevier, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, | ses, it would, in the end, bea perfect system of 
ae er uP mreatts ae William Strong; | equality, and considerably lessen the present bur- 

eorge M. Troup, David R. Williams, Richard Winn) gon of militia service, at the same time that it 


ang Robert Wright. L _. | would afford to the country its most efficient force 
Naxs—Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David | whenever it should be necessary to call out the 
Bard, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Blecker, Adam Boyd, | militia; and though one-third only of the whole 
i Brigham, Robert Brown, William Butler, Epa- | number of citizens liable to do militia duty, could 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Daven-| 52 called out to any considerable distance from 
rt, jr., Roger Davis, William Ely, James Emott, Wm. h . f, . d lesion. ts 
Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas Ghoison, Thomas R. Gold, | 2°™®: Y© oe SHE incresegs, popalation, it Was 
Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, John A. Harper, argued, this would be a greater force than the 
Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jr., | Government could possibly want for any distant 
Lyman Law, Robert Le Roy Livingston,Aaron Lyle, | S&FV!C® 5 and the minor and senior classes would 
James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jonathan O. Mose- | be always ready to perform the service in their 
ley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, William Piper, | OW and adjoining State. Under this arrange- 
Timothy Pitkin, jr. James Pleasants, jr., Benjamin | Ment, it was said, every citizen would know the 
Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, William Reed, | kind of service which he was liable to be called 
John Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Thos. | upon to perform, and would have satisfaction in 
Sammons, Adam Seybert, George Smith, Richard | passing from one class to another, until he arrived 
Stanford, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, John at that age, which exempted him from militia 
Taliaferro, Benjamin Tallmadge, Charles ‘T'urner, jr, |} service. 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard This arrangement, it was contended, would have 


ee Whitehill, William Widgery, and Thos. | no visible operation upon the militia, until they 
. | became detached for the service of the United 

[The following is an abstract of the arguments | States, in consequence of a call from the Presi- 
used for and against the bill. | dent, in conformity with a law of Congress; as 


This bill provided that the militia should be | all that this billrequires while the militia remains 
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at home, is, that the returning officer shall make 
three columns in his return, instead of one, con- 
taining an account of the number of men there 
are in each of the classes, instead of returning the 
whole in one column, as at present. 

This kind of classification would do away the 
inconveniences, which are always experienced in 
an army, by having young and old men in the 
same ranks—from having the father and son on 
the same battle ground. Every experienced offi- 
cer, every man, must know, that old and young 
men cannot sustain the same fatigue in marching 
and other service ; as a proof of this, it was asked, 
if an officer would not always prefer an army of 
men, from the ages of twenty-one to thirty-one, 
to one composed of men of all ages from eighteen 
to forty-five? It was added that most of the cel- 
ebrity which had been obtained by the Emperor 
of France, as a warrior, had been owing to this 
mode of drawing.out the strength and and flower 
of the population of the country, in preference to 
the old mode of mixing all ages together. 

It was further urged, that this classification 
must be agreeable to the citizens themselves who 
compose the different classes ; as men of nearly 
the same age would be more likely to be pleased 
with each other’s company, by having similar 
turns of thought and inclination ; ‘that stronger at- 
tachments were more likely to be formed amongst 
men of the same age, and pursuits, than could be 
made where the disparity of age was greater— 
that the habits and dispositions of the old and the 
young never acccorded well together. That this 
classification would certainly tend to render the 
militia more effective; would comply with the 
first and last injunctions of the great Father of 
his Country, General WasnineTon; and in pro- 
portion as the militia system was improved, in 
the same degree would a standing army become 
unnecessary. 

In favor of arming the militia, it was said, that 
it having been provided by the Constitution, “the 
right of the people to keep and bear arms shall 
not be infringed,” it was the duty of Congress to 
provide them; as, if it were left to the people 
themselves, experience had shown, that some cit- 
izens will provide themselves with arms, and 
some will not, and that those which they get will 
be of various sizes and qualities, unfit for military 
service, where all the muskets ought to be of pre- 
cisely the same calibre. Besides, that this mode 
of procuring arms Operates very unequally, as it 
lays the same burden on the poor as on the rich— 
is a kind of poll tax, the most oppressive of all 
others. For surely nothing can be more unjust, 
than that the poor man, who, if there be any fight- 
ing, will have to do it, should be forced to purchase 
himself arms, when, perhaps, he finds great dif- 
ficulty to procure bread for himself and family, 
whilst the rich man, who can always hire a sub- 
stitute to fight for him, is called upon to do no 
more, in the way of tax, than his poor neighbor. 
The injustice of this is so glaring, that the law, 
in many parts of the country has not been com- 
plied with. 

In consequence of this unequal tax and because 
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the arms cannot, in some parts of the country be 
procured, the militia are, in certain parts of the 


United States, particularly in the Middle anq | 


Southern States, very imperfectly armed. Some 
of the State Legislatures have endeavored jo 
remedy this defect, by mvanufacturing or purchas- 
ing arms, and loaning them to the militiamen, 
either by putting them into their hands for alin. 
ited time, or by placing. them in armories, anq 
handing them out occasionally when wanted. |p 
both which cases inconvenience had been eXxpe- 
rienced. ‘Where the arms were put into the hands 
of the individuals, many of them were lost o; 
disposed of ; and when they were kept in depots, 
many were spoiled or greatly injured by rust. 

This bill, it was stated, was calculated to do 
away all these difficulties and inconveniences, by 
putting suitable arms into the hands of every free. 
white young man in the United States, when he 
arrives.at the age of eighteen years, at the public 
expense ; so that, by degrees, the whole nation 
would become armed, The idea of arming the 
nation at the public expense was not new; it had 
beeen acted upon in the year 1808, by passing a 
law, appropriating $200,000 annually for the pur- 
chase of arms, to be placed in the hands of the 
Executives of the several States, in proportion to 
the population of each, to be distributed by them 
amongst. the militiamen, or kept in armories, as 
they might judge most expedient. This appro- 
priation, however, was inadequate to the object, 
nor was the mode of distribution approved. 

This bill, therefore, proposed originally to ap- 
propriate $400,000 annually, in addition to the 
former appropriation (but in the course of the de- 
bate $400,000 was stricken out and $200,000 in- 
serted) for the same object, but instead of placing 
the arms at the disposition of the several State 
Governments, it proposed to place them imme- 
diately in the hands of the militiamen themselves. 
And as the plan embraced the whole United 
Eats it would make no difference, whether a 

an who received these arms continued to reside 
in the same place, or removed to another—wher- 
ever he went, within the United States, the arms 
would be equally useful for the public service. 

It was believed, that by placing the arms in the 
hands of the citizens themselves, they would con- 
sider them as their property, and take care of them 
as such ; and they would become better acquainted 
with the use of them than if they were only put 
into their hands occasionally. Besides, it would 
be more strictly complying with the Constitu- 
tional provision, “that the right of the people to 
bear arms shall not be infringed.” Having them 
in possession, they would be ready for any emer- 
gency which might occur. 

It was supposed that from fifty to sixty thou- 
sand stand of arms would be wanted annually ; 
the procuring of which, it was believed, would 
be attended with no difficulty, as within the last 
year there had been manufactured at private man- 
ufactories, within the United States, about thirty 
thousand stands, which, by holding out proper 
encouragement to the manufacturers, it was sup- 
posed, might be doubled. Government had made 
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about thirty thousand stands annually at the 
manufactory at Harper’s Ferry, which, by proper 
exertions, might ‘probably, also, be doubled; so 
that the arms wanted, if this bill passed into a 
law, might be got from either source. And when 
the nation shall be thus armed, said the advocates 
of this bill,,who will. dare to molest us? The 
country will bersafe from any enemy within or 
without.. The Government would have nothing 
to fear from_a standing army, or from an ambi- 
tious military chief. A well-informed. people, 
understanding their rights, with arms’ in their 
hands, cannot be subdued. They are invulnera- 
ble. And being the real sovereigns of the coun- 
try, Government has nothing to fear from them, 
because the Government is, and will be, at all 
times, what they please to make it. 

Reference was had, as an illustration of the 
efficiency of an armed people, to the capture of 
Burgoyne, by the people of New England, and 
toall the other acts of bravery of the Revolution. 
Give the people but arms, said they, and the Re- 
public is safe. 

The passage of this bill was opposed by Messrs. 
Mircuitt,’ Boyp, Prrxin, Netson, Frnpwey; 
TattMapGe, Law, Quincy, BiceLow, Mose.ey, 
Ruea, Sturces, Porrer, and WinGery, princi- 
pally on account Of the classification. Several 
of these gentlemen expressed a willingness to 
vote for arming the militia, if that was presented 
tothem io a separate bill; and an unsuccessful 
attempt was made, on motion of Mr. Newson, to 
recommit the bill for the purpose of amending it. 
The objections made to the classification were, 
that it threw too great a burden on that portion 
of citizens who are between the ages of twenty- 
one and thirty-one; that citizens in-good health, 
from eighteen to twenty-one, and from thirty-one 
to forty-five, are as able to perform militia duty 
as any Others; that this classification would les- 
sen the effective strength of the country. It was 
contended that it would break in upon the settled 
habits of the people, and derange all their present 
plans, with which they are very well satisfied. 
That in the Eastern States, especially, the militia 
are not only armed, but well disciplined. and will 
| not approve of such a change as is proposed. It 
was said, that this classification was calculated 
to produce bickerings and dissatisfaction among 
the people, by being divided, some into a favored, 
and others into an overburdened class. That they 
would not see the justice of such a division. A 
man, a few months older or younger than his 
neighbor, with,whom he, nad been used to per- 
form equal burdens, would not like to be called 
out for twelve months, and sent wherever the 
President might direct, while his more fortunate 
neighbor, if older, would be subject only to a six 
months’ tour in his own, or an adjoining State ; 
or, if younger, subject only to a three months’ 
tour in his own State. It would not satisfy him 
to be told, that when he arrived at the age of 
thirty-one, he would also be in a more favored 
class. That time might never arrive to him, or 
it might arrive when his service would be no 
longer wanted. 

12th Con. Ist Sess.—33 


H. or R. 


It was objected against this plan of elassifica- 
tion, and calling out one description of citizens to 
the exclusion of others, that it had too much re- 
semblance to the conscriptions of the Emperor 
of France, which were too odious:to be imitated 
by the freemen of this country. 

It was doubted by some (by Mr. Mrrcutut par- 
ticularly) whether it might not be rather a dis- 
advantage than an advantage, to divide the youths 
and the elderly citizens from the junior class; It 
was thought to be an advantage to the’ youth to 
associate with men of experience, part of whom 
might have seen some military service, and be 
able to give valuable instructions to their young 
friends, oot only in their. military duty, but in 
taking care of their health, their persons, &c. 
That much mischief might ensue from youths 
being encamped together, without any persons of 
riper age to restrain the thoughtless levities inci- 
dent to that season of life. 

It was contended, that this bill proposed ‘no 
improvement to the militia system ; it contained 
no provisions for producing any better discipline 
than.at present exists. The objectors, therefore, 
saw no-use in passing the bill. 

With respect to that part of the bill which 
went to arming the militia, it was stated to be 
uonecessary for the Eastern States, as the militia 
were already well armed, and that young men, 
when they arrived’at the age of eighteen, would 
provide themselves with arms, as their fathers 
had done before them. 

This provision was said to be unnecessary on 
another ground. A law had been passed by Con- 
gress in 1808, appropriating $200,000 annually 
for the purchase of arms, for the purpose of arm- 
ing the militia. Six hundred thousand dollars 
have therefore already been appropriated for this 
purpose. By this law, it is provided, that the 
arms shall be distributed to the Executives of the 
several States, agreeably to their respective pop- 
ulation, to be by them disposed of as they judge 
proper ; and this mode of disposing of the arms 
was thought.to be far preferable to the mode pro- 
posed in the present bill. If the arms be put into 
the hands of individuals, Government may cal- 
culate upon a loss of at least ten per cent. annu- 
ally. 

It was contended. that the arms‘for which it is 
now proposed to appropriate money, will be of 
no use’ in. the present contest. They are to be 
put into the hands of the youths of eighteen, who 
areto stay at home, It will be some years, there- 
fore, before any considerable number of the arms 
would be brought into use. 

'It was said that this appropriation would be 
altogether unnecessary, if*the citizens ‘of other 
parts of the United States had complied with the 
laws of Congress as punctually as the people to 
the Eastward had done; but, if this bill were 
passed, no,man would hereafter think of pur- 
chasing his own arms. All would look to the 
Government of the United States for a supply ; 
and though the appropriation for the present be 
reduced to $200,000, as it is provided that every 
youth arriving at the age of eighteen years shall 
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have arms put into his hands, the appropriation | General Wasutnoton’s Presidency, and has been 


must hereafter be made commensurate with the | discussed by Congress during every succeedino 
3 


object. ar Administration; but the plan, as he recollected jt | 
ot objections were made to the details of | provided that youngmen from eighteen to twenty- | 
’ 


the bill, respecting the regulations whith. were | five years of age should. be formed into a seleet 


thought necessary by the Military Committee, | corps;.and that, for the purpose of discipline, they j 


for. preserving the arms within the States, by | should, -with their respective: officers, do cam 


means of fines, &c. -It was doubted whether | duty. during three months, annually, at the public ) 


Congress had a right to impose fines on the mili- | expense;and afterwards to be free from militia 


tia while remaining in the States to which they | duty, except in actual service. Agreeably to this | 
respectively belong, The phrase “militia of the | plan the militia would in due time have been all | 


United States,” was objected to. It was con- | equal to veteran’ soldiers with respect to the im- 
tended that the militia was the “militia of the | portant acquisition of discipline; but the present 
several States,” until called into the ‘service of | bill provides for no advantage in discipline. || 
the United States. ' the classes on the proposed system are to remain 


Mr. FinpLey’s remarks were as follows: . equally undisciplined. The systems formerly pro- 


Mr. F. said that he had voted against the | poSed were rejected, among other reasons, be. | 


motion for striking out the first section of the bill | cause, by putting young men in a separate corps, 
in order to give an opportunity to those who.sup- | without mixture of men of more-confirmed habits, 
ported it, and ferrghses opinions he had. great | they would probably fall into habits of dissipa- 
respect, tomake such alterations and amendments | tion, &c. The proposed system is still so much 
as the House might approve. of, he having long | more objectionable on that ground as that when 
wished for such an improvement of the militia |they are called into actual service they will con- 
as would give it a more powerful impression | tain a less portion of-men of years of discretion 
without rendering it more burdensome; but, after | and experience. They will be all boys. 
all the amendments that had been made to the Militia laws are of such a nature as that it is 
bill, it still appeared, to’ him that this bill essen- |,impracticable to render the burden perfectly equal. 
tially deranges the old established militia system | All able-bodied men must render personal service 
without an equivalent advantage. It does not | in the public defence, whether they are rich or 
improve the discipline. It does not provide for | poor, married or single: This is the nature of al! 
strengthening the impression of the militia on | conscriptions, by»whatever names they may be 
any emergency, but weakens it. It increases the | called in different nationse The further these 
inequality'of the unavoidable burden of militia | conscriptions extend over the mass of society, the 
duty,.and increases the service and the labor of | law approaches the nearer to equal justice. [1 
the returning officers without an-equivalent. is much more ubjust to lay the whole burden o} 
Mr. F. said he had been acquainted with militia | general effective service on those alone between 
service when it was much ealled on, and could | twenty-one and thirty-one years of age, than on 
not be dispensed with. He had served in the | all those able to serve between eighteen and forty- 
militia along with men fifty years of age, and | five years, because in the latter case it will be di- 
with boys of sixteen, agreeably to the law then | vided’among a much greater number, and, conse- 
existing, and did not-find that the eldest failed in quently, be the easier borne. The restrictions in 
their duty from age, nor the youngest from their |'the proposed system which go to prevent one por- 
youth,-except that he observed that the young | tion of the militia from being marched out of the 
were more liable to diseases when they were | State, and the largest portion from being marched 
prevalent in camp; but the existing militia law | further than the next adjoining State, might de- 
obliges none above forty-five years, nor under | stroy the impression that ought to be made in some 
eighteen, and within those ages all healthy sound | very improbable emergencies. 
men are capable of militia service. In case of | It is proper, however, to examine the superior 
war—a case for which we are now providing— | advantages that are contained in the proposed 
the militia are liable to. sudden calls on emer- | system to counterbalance the above-mentioned 
gencies which requiré the strongest possible united | defects) The increased length of time for the 
impression, but the bill before the House weakens | tour of actual service, Mr. F. said, was a very 
that united impression by more than the half. | essential advantage. Of this he had had so muci 
Of twenty-seven years of human life by law de- | experience as, to his own conviction, amounted (0 
voted to militia service, by the bill before the | demonstration. The usual tour of actual service 
House, seven years of the above are-to be ex-| during the Revolutionary war was only two 
cluded from making such impression, for though | months ; the enemy always watched the changes 
they still are.subject to militia duty, it is under |and took advantage of them; this, to his own 
such provisos and limitations asin many instances | knowledge, occasioned the loss of many. lives, 
must prevent an united impression without the | and also prevented the undertaking of many im- 
least improvement in discipline. A militia classed portant enterprises. He said he had served with 
by different ages has been long recommended by | the militia in a tour of five months in the most 
very respectableauthority.. It was recommended | doubtful period of the war, and if not the most 
by the old Congress to the State Legislatures, | arduous campaign in which the greatest priva- 
accompanied with a plan digested by Baron | tions were suffered, it was at least the most sickly 
Steuben. It was brought before Congress during }and mortal. It was in the Fall and Winter of 
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Mr. B. Hatt called the yeas and nays upon the 











1776, and during that service he knewof na de- 
sertion nor anxiety to leave the service until they | question. He stated that he had two objections 
had served out the time for which they had en- | to the passage of this bill; the one was, that the 
gaged, but after that, nothing could induce them | objects on which the expenditures were to be 
to continue longer. made were not.specified ; the other was, that, in 
In a‘two months’ tour, in which he afterwards | our present circumstances, it would be improper, 
bore a.part, and at the commencement of which | in his opinion, to appropriate so large a sum of 
they suffered a considerable loss of men, they | money asa million of dollars, to be expended at 
served out an active tour with cheerfulness, but | the discretion of the Secretary of War. He 
when that was done all the influence of a popu- | thought the money could be more usefully em- 
lar commanding officer, assisted by- other officers, | ployed. . 
could not induce them to continue a few days |. Mr. Rupa also spoke against the passage of the 
longer. They said that they had cheerfully risked | bill. 
every danger, in which many of their numbers | It was defended by) Messrs. Caeves, Mitcai.t, 
had been killed or taken prisoners, but that it | Tattmapce, Porrer, Wricut, Suerrey, and 
would be tempting Providence to do more than | Wingery, who stated that the appropriation was 
the law made their duty. called for by the proper authority; that New 
Their tour of service should be for the cam- | York and Rhode Island had been mentioned by 
ign, but they ought to be paid-a full equivalent | the Secretary of War as requiring a part of the 
or their loss of labor at home; by doing this the | expenditure, but. that the appropriation was in- 
ublic would be gainers compared with paying | tended to be left at large, to be used as the Presi- 
or their travelling to camp and returning home | dent of the United States might think proper, and 
again every two months as formerly, and the un- | according to existing circumstances ; that it was 
certainty of the time of their arrival at camp. impossible, at this‘time, to foresee what might be 
Mr. F’. said he had always been solicitous to | necessary in this respect; and that the President, 
have the whole body of the militia armed, but | who is intrusted with the use of the military force 
had always wished ‘to have this done under the | of the country, might very well be intrusted with 








authority of the respective States, and that the | the expenditure of this money, or any part of it, on 
arms should be the property of those who used | such fortifications as he might deem it necessary 
them. With this view he had opposed a resolu- | to erect'or repair, 

tion proposed in the second Congress for arming | . The question on the passage of the bill was car- 
at the expense of the United States. He had | ried—yeas 98, nays 25, as follows: 


thought that every citizen possessing his own Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Stev- 
arms was the greatest security of Republicanism, | enson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, Burwell 
but the hopes of this taking place, even in his | Bassett, William’ W. Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
own State, having.been so long disappointed, he | Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, John 
was willing now that they should be armed by | C.Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, Langdon Cheves, 
the United States rather than be unarmed. The | Martin Chittenden, Lewis Condit, John Davenport, jr., 
honorable member from South Carolina, (Mr, | John Dawson, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William 
Witiams,) yesterday, seemed to take what the | Ely, James Emott, William Findley, James Fisk, Asa 
honorable member’from Connecticut (Mr. Prr- | Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas 
KIN) said, respecting the States not arming their | R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. 
militia, amiss, and as applicable solely to, the | Steen, Felix Grundy, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, 
Southern States. Mr. F. said, that he took it as | Richard Jackson, jun., William R. King, Abner La- 
applicable to Pennsylvania as much as any other | °°» Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr, 


State. He was not, however, offended at what | Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William 
had been said, but was sorry ‘end inheaienait that Lowndes, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, Wil- 


h ‘litia of P Nant . liam McCoy, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel 
the militia o Cansy vanla w ere but partially L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, 
armed. The measures about which Congress 


hove* ‘ Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, 
ave been and are engaged, being professedly for | [,,6) Pickens, James Pleasants, jun., Benjamin Pond, 
war, the arming of the militia proposed by the 


s ; Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, 
bill could have. no relation’ to war, because these | William Reed, William M. Richardson, Henry ™. 
arms could not on that plan be employed in war | Ridgely, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, 
till after a number ‘of years passes, and added | Thomas Sammons, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Danie! 
nothing to the present defence of the nation ; | Sheffey, George Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, 
therefore, from conviction of its impropriety, he | Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Ben- 
must vote against engrossing the bill, but hoped | jamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charley» 
another short bill would be brought forward pre- | Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Laban Wheaton, 
scribing the tours of service and providing for Leonard White, David R. Williams, William Widgery, 


arming the militia to be employed. Thomas Wilson, Richard Winn, and Robert Faget 
i a - Nars—David Bard, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
MARITIME DEFENCE. Matthew Clay, James Cochran, William Crawford, 


The bill making a further appropriation for the | Roger Davis, Bolling Hall, Obed Halt, Jacob Hufty, 
defence of our maritime frontier, was read the | John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Aaron Lyle, 
third time; and, on the question “ Shall the bill | George C. Maxwell, Samuel McKee, James Morgan, 
pass to its third reading ?” Thomas Newbold, William Piper, John Rhea, William 
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Rodman, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, The bill making appropriations for the cata 
William Strong, and Robert Whitehill. rangers; the bill making appropriations for the 
MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, &c. Military Establishment; the bill making appro- 
The unfinished business of yesterday being DEA One the, na ge Me mating 0 
stponed, the House went into,Committee of the eanaiia om a eet oe ant oor” ore 
hole on the bill making “appropriations for the | "" yy. Conpir said, that it might not be consid 
Maney nn of the United States for rise es ane toons res the ooo 
six SSeaidaisn of scputinticioes tera cee the bill for classing and arming the militia, Were 
gers, t , ne ore 
1812; and the bill making appropriations for the Ce eae te ae eattie aciorite of the tenet 
support of an additional military force, for the favor of arming, he moved the following resolu 
same period. The Committee having filled up elites catdste tone agreed to: “. : 
een - a ae bills, ney Were reported | * Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
oa wi ner © rouse took them up, concur: | Ke directed te report a bill making provision for arming 
red with the Committee in the amendments, and | 4, militia of the United States.” 
ordered the bills to be engrossed for a third read- |. On motion of. Mr. Morrow, the House went 
in ee ; seed iesglt C .. | into a Committee on the bill authorizing the Sec- 
Pig si Whale o th "sa oe meets ommit- | retary of the Treasury to locate certain lands re- 
dua a He 0.9 eth Na ing appropria- | served for Jefferson College, in the Mississippi 
1812 "The Fintan tanetae eats flsennetithe Territory ; which was reported without amend- 
bill; reported it to the House with amendments. Sere PES eee, Se, Cee third 


: ding. 
The House considered the amendments, agreed to st 
them, and ordered the bill to.a third reading on on eee oN ees gt siete 
dante: 8 Loe ae ante a Sones ee ee re. the 
When the Committee of ‘the Whole came to | See ve et nee te eer, es Tae 


; : ae mittee, after considerable debate, agreed to allow 
inclusive eae an appropriation | him a pension of twenty dollars per month. It 
5 4 


Sr: 1D. R. Witatare wsred 0 cletke cok thls appeared from the debate, that Captain Benton 
: : served the United States faithfully through a 
item. He knew no occasion that officers of ma- : ; ws 
rines had for forage. He considered it a wasteful cteal part Of the Meeniusiogaty wer 5, thst, having 
expenditure 7 received no wound in the service, he did not come 

ie ; ; within the law of Congress, providing for persons 

ssrs. Bassert and Lirt.e said these marines that descrinti But it was stated that he 
were employed on land as well as at sea, and |?) \'2) Sosenpiom | eel Caan ‘sgh 
were sometimes called from one part of the Uni- coutracied & Sieenes tn (Se peryiee, Wrlco had 
ted States to another P ae a ee since from performnitig any 
: aealiie of labor; that he is now seventy-two years old, 

The motion was negatived—45 to 43. | and very poor. 

The claim was supported by Messrs. GHoLson, 
T Feb MircaiLt, Wricut, Gotp, TaLumapGe, Wince- 

HuRSDAY, February 6. ry, and Netson; and opposed by Messrs. Ros- 

Mr. Morrow presented the memorial of anum- | ERTS, WiLLiams, ALston, Smivre, Bacon, and 
ber of persons, complaining of the present mode | Macon. 
of disposing of the public land; stating thatthey | The Committee rose and reported the bill, but 
are poor, and suffering, while thousands of acres | the House did not act upon it. 
of.land, the property of the United States, are |_ Mr. Wittiams, from the Committee on Mili- 
lying unoccupied; that they consider every man | tary Affairs, reported a bill authorizing a detach- 
entitled by nature to a portion of the soil of the | ment of ‘the militia of the United States. [The 
country ; that no man ought to possess more than | detachment is proposed to consist of 100,000 men. } 
two hundred acres ; and pray for relief. Twice read and committed, 

Mr. M. proposed to refer this petition to the |. Mr. W. said, he was also directed by the same 
Committee on the Public Lands, The motion | committee to offer a resolution for the adoption of 
was first rejected ; but, on Mr. M.’s expressing a | the House, in relation to the bill for classing and 
wish that this petition might have a reference, | arming the militia, rejected yesterday, owing to 
and moving to refer it to a select committee, stat- | the absence of members from the House (for 
ing the petitioners to be numerous, and formed counting the whole House there would have been 
into a re called the “True American Soci- | a majority of seven members in its favor.) Be- 
ety,” partly living in the western part of Penn- | lieving that the efficiency of the militia very 
sylvania, Ohio, and Illinois Territory, a member | much depended upon their being classed and arm- 
who voted against the reference, moved to.recon- | ed, and it having been suggested as an argument 
sider the vote, which was done, and the memorial | against the passage of the bill that it would no! 
was referred. be well received by the people, the committee wish 

Mr. Poinvexrer presented a memorial from | that the people may have an opportunity of being 
the Mississippi Legislature, praying for an extin- | made acquainted with the principles of the bill; 

ishment of certain Indian titles to landsin that | and, for that purpose, he moved the following 

erritory.—Referred, resolution : 
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« Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed 
to publish in all the newspapers in which the laws of 
the United States, are published, the bill for classing 
and arming the militia of the United States, as engross- 
ed and read a third time on the 5th instant.” 

This resolution was objected.to, as establishing 
a precedent that might hereafter be attended with 
much trouble and expense ; as, whenever a favor- 
ite bill was lost, its friends would want to send it 
out to the people in this way; it was objected, 
also, that it might by some be mistaken for a law, 
instead of a rejected bill. The motion was disa- 
greed. to. 


DISABLED OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 


On motion of Mr. Dawson, the House took up 
the report of the Committee of the Whole, made | 
some time ago, on the bill for the relief of infirm, | 
disabled, and superannuated officers and soldiers. 

Some objections to the bill were made by Mr. | 
Rogerts, in which he expressed his apprehen- | 
sions that persons who are on the pension lists of | 
the several States might take advantage of this | 
bill, and so receive a double allowance; at the | 
same time that there are other pone with fam- 
ilies, entitled to relief, who could not join this in- 
valid corps. Mr. R. said, the measure would be 
attended with great expense, and, except he re- 
ceived more light on the subject than he possessed, 
he should vote against it. 

The bill passed to a third reading—yeas 84, 
nays 38, as follows: 

Yeas—John Baker, Burwell Bassett, Abijah Bige- 
low, James Breckenridge, William Butler, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, Matthew Clay, Lewis Condit, John 
Davenport, jr., John Dawson, Joseph Desha, William 
Findley, James Fisk, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Good- 
wyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, 
Aylett Hawes, Richard M. Johnson, Lyman Law, Jo- 
seph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr., Peter Little, Robert 
Le Roy Livingston, Aaron Lyle, Thos. Moore, James 
Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Jona- 
than O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Ste- 
phen Ormsby, William Piper, James Pleasants, junior, 
Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, 
Samuel Ringgold, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, George 
Smith, John Smith, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Thomas Wilson, 
Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 

Nays—Willis Alston, jr., Stevenson Archer, Eze- 


kiel Bacon, David Bard, William W. Bibb, Adam | 


Boyd, Robert Brown, John C. Calhoun, Langdon 
Cheves, James Cochran, William Crawford, Roger 
Davis, Samuel Dinsmoor, Meshack Franklin, Bolling 
Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, John 
M.-Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jr., William R. King, 
William Lowndes, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
James Morgan, Thomas Newbold, John Rhea, Jona- 
than Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Thom- 
as Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Smilie, Richard 
Stanford, Silas Stow, William Strong, Uri Tracy, and 
Robert Whitehill. 





Fripay, February 7. 


Mr. Kine presented a petition of John Ruther- 
ford, of the State of North Carolina, by his attor- 
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ney in fact, John London, praying permission to 
bring into the said State sundry negro’ slaves, at 
present on an estate belonging to him-in one of 
the British Bahama islands, which negroes were 
formerly taken from the State aforesaid to the 
said island —Referred to a select committee. 

Mr. Kine, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Davenport, 
were appointed the committee. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that they have passed a bill “respecting the en- 
rolling and licensing of jsteamboats;” to which 
bill they desire the concurrence of this House, 

Mr. Guo son, from the Committee of Claims, 
madea report on the petition of William Dent 
Beall, which was read; when Mr. Guotson pre- 
sented a bill for the relief of Lieutenant Colonel 
William D. Beall; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole on Mon- 
day next. 

The bill from the Senate, “respecting the en- 
rolling and licensing of steamboats,” was read 
twice, and committed to the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures. 

An engrossed bill, authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to locate the lands reserved for the 
use of Jefferson College, in the Mississippi Terri- 
tory, was read the third time, and passed. 

Another message from the Senate was read, 
informing the House that they had postponed the 
further consideration of the bill for establishing a 
quartermaster’s department until the first Monday 
of December .next. 

Mr. Wiuutams thought the Senate had taker 
a very extraordinary course. They passed a bill 
for establishing aquartermaster’s department, and 
sent it to this House; this House passed the bill 
with an amendment; and now they inform the 
| House they have postponed the amendment to 
| the first Monday in December, and thus destroyed 
the bill. He thought this was an unprecedented 
| and indecorous course, and ought not to be ac- 
| ceded to. 
| Mr. AusTon said the practice was not unpre- 
| cedented ; he had known several instances of the 
same kind. 

The Speaker said there could be no question 
on the subject. The Senate had thought proper 
to take this Course, and it could not be objected 
to by this House. Whether it was decorous or 
not, was nota question to be inquired into now. 

The House reselved itself into a Committee of 
| the Whole on the bill authorizing the President 
| to make.a detachment of the militia. 
| [This bill authorizes the calling out of one 
| hundred thousand militia,and appropriates one 
| million of dollars. The bill is similar to the 
| former laws on this subject, except that it con- 
| tains no provision for accepting of volunteers. } 
| It was ordered to a third reading, without 
| amendment. 
| The House went into a Committee on the bill 
| to establish a land district in the Illinois Terri- 
tory, &c. The bill was reported without amend- 
ment, and ordered to a third reading. 

The House went into a Committee on the re- 
port of a select committee, allowing the legai rep- 
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resentatives of the officers and soldiers who fell 
at the battle of Tippecanoe certain bounties. 
After some time spent upon the report, Mr. Jen- 
wines moved to change the’ allowance reported 
by the committee from money to land. The 
chairman of the seleet committee not being pres- 
ent, on motion of Mr. Grunpy, the Comniittee 
rose, and obtained leave to sit again. 

The bill for the relief of Selah Benton was or- 
dered to a third reading, 71 votes to 31, the yeas 
and nays being taken. 

The House took up the report of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, made some days ago, on the 
bill to ascertain the western boundary of a- tract 
of land reserved for the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia Continental line. The report was agreed 
to, and the bill ordered to a third reading. 

The House went into a Committee, on the re- 

ort of the Committee of Commerce and Manu- 
actures, on a report on the case of Stephen 
Kingston, of Philadelphia. This is.an old draw- 
back case, which has been. before Congress ever 
since the year 1803. It appeared Mr. K.. had 
failed to comply with certain requisites of the 
law, which were stated to be absolutely necessary 
to prevent fraud. The Committee of Commerce 
and Manufactures reported favorably, and the 
Committee of the Whole agreed ‘to the report; 
but the yeas and nays being called, the House re- 
fused to concur—55 to 44. 





Monpay, February 10, 

Mr. Maxwe ut presented to the House a letter 
from Jonathan Coleman, an American seaman, 
impressed on board a British shipof war; stating 
the manner of his impressment, and claiming the 
interference of the Government in procuring his 
release.—Referred to the Secretary of State. 

Mr. Wi uiams, from the committee appointed 
on that part of the President’s Message. which re- 
Jates to filling the ranks and prolonging the en- 
listments of the regular troops, and to an auxiliary 
force, to the nemnginnss of volunteer corps, and 
to detachments of militia, reported the bill from 
the Senate “making further provision for the 
Corps of Engineers,” with several amendments ; 
which were read, and, together with the bill. 
committed to a Committee of the Whole to- 
morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Rua, a committee was ap- 
pointed to inquire whether any, and, if any, what, 
amendments are necessary to the laws relating to 
the time fixed by law for annually holding the 
Circuit Courts of the United States in the district 
of East Tennessee; to report thereon by bill, or 
otherwise. 

Messrs. Ruea, Desua, and Morrow, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The bill authorizing a detachment. of militia; 
the bill for the relief of Captain Selah Benton ; 
the bill to establish a land district in the Illinois 
Territory, east of the district of Kaskaskia, and 
to attach certain lands to the district of Jeflerson- 
ville; and the bill to ascertain and establish the 
western boundary of a tract of land reserved for 
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settling the military bounties allowed to the offi- 
cers and soldiers of the Virginia line on the Con- 
tinental Establishment, were read the third time, 
and passed. * 


DEATH OF GENERAL BLOUNT. 


Mr. Macon called the attention of the House 
to the informal proceedings of Saturday, occa- 
sioned by. the death of his friend and colleague. 
General Tuomas Biount, which he moved might 
be, entered on the Journals. The motion was 
unanimously agreed to, and they were entered as 
follows: 


re pen ereeesenpre pee 





“ House or REPRESENTATIVES, 


Saturday, February 8, 1812. 

“In consequence of the death of General Tuomas 
Biounrt, last evening, at eight o’clock, a member of 
the House of Representatives from the State of North 
Carolina, of which Mr. Blackledge communicated in- 
formation to the Speaker, he requested the attendance 
of the members in the Chamber of the House of Rep- 
resentatives on this day at twelve o’clock; and, a 
quorum having accordingly assembled, he addressed 
them as follows: 

“ Of the distressing event, gentlemen, which has de- 
prived this House of one of its most valuable members, 
and a disconsolate wife of one of the tenderest of hus- 
bands, you have all heard. The usage of the House 
of Representatives, in paying the last ‘sad respect to 
departed worth on such occasions, I have no doubt, ac- 
cords with the sentiments of every one of you. To 
enable you to execute this melancholy duty, your in- 
formal attendance has been requested. You will, there- 
fore; take such order,as may seem to you proper. 

“ Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Williams, 

“1, Resolved, unanimously, That a committee be 
appointed to take-order for superintending the funeral 
of General Thomas Blount, late a representative from 
the State of North Carolina. | 

“Mr. Macon, Mr. Alston, Mr. Blackledge, Mr. Coch- 
ran, Mr. Franklin, Mr. King, Mr. McBryde, Mr. Pear- 
son, Mr. Pickens, Mr. Sawyer, and Mr. Stanford, were 
appointed the said committee. 

“2, Resolved, unanimously, That the members of 
this House will testify their respect for the memory of 
General Thomas Blount, late one of their body, by 
wefring crape on the left arm for one month. 

3. Resolved, unanimously, That a message be sent 
to the Senate to notify them of the death of General 
Thomas Blount, late a member of this House, and 
that his funeral will take place to-morrow morning, at 
ten o’clock.” 


On motion of Mr. Macon, 

Resolved, That the Speaker give information 
to the Executive of the State of North Carolina 
of the vacancy in this House, occasioned by the 
death Of General Tomas Biount, late one of 
the Representatives from that State. 


DISABLED OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 


The bill for the relief of disabled and superan- 
nuated officers and soldiers was read the third 
time; and on the question being put, “Shall the 
bill pass its third reading?” it was opposed by 
Messrs. Stow, Atsron, and Ruea, and supported 
by Messrs. GoLp and Wrigat. 

Mr. Dawson.—When this bill was before the 
Committee of the whole House, it will be remem- 
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pered that L invited, that I sobicited the friendly | truly benevolent, he daily enlightens the path of 
aid of all-to amend its defects, and to render as | this bewildered House on every subject of legisla- 
efficacious as possible a system which seems to | tion which is brought before them. Not content 
meet with the approbation of all, and the want} with traversing these States from one extreme to 
of which has so long disgraced the country, and | the other, and opening an easy communication 
daily presents to you, even at the portals of your | through that country where the untutored savage 
Capitol, the aged, infirm, and superannuated sol-| reigns—with establishing offices in the various 
dier, shivering in the blast, and, like Belisarius | posts, from which his speeches in this House, and 
the Great, asking in-vain for the “crumbs which | other useful information, is conveyed to every 
fall from the rich man’s table.” class of our fellow-citizens—his mighty genius 

No proposition of amendment was made, ex- | soars to far other objects. At one moment we 
cept one by an honorable gentleman from Penn- | behold him rapidly descending from the summit 
sylvania, which, I believe, his candor induced | of Spencer’s mountain,* bounding over this im- 
him to withdraw, and one by an honorable gen- | mense plain, marshalling the military force of the 
tleman from South Carolina, supported by his |} United Statés according to order—regulars, vol- 
honorable neighbor from North Carolina, to which | unteers, and militia—and fixing to each its Con- 
J assented, and it forms part of the bill. stitutional limits ; thence marching to the Heights 

When the Committee rose, the bill was, on my | of Abraham, capturing and captivating all who 
motion, contrary to practice, laid yn the table for | behold him, and there plucking the unfading lau- 
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three days, for the avowed purpose of enabling rel from the brows of Montgomery and Wolfe. 


gentlemen to search out its defects. These three | We next behold him visiting our seaport towns in 
days were extended to three weeks; owing io the | the most courteous manner, and, with gunboatsand 
pressure of public business, and, perhaps; to my | bombs, erecting fortifications which shall defy the 
not being able to call it up, in consequence of my | united armadas of Europe. Nay, sir, we see him 
indisposition. It was taken up on last Wednes- | boldly adventuring on the watery deep, and there, 
day or Thursday; and passed to its present stage, | to the astonishment of the fiany tribe, building a 
without any propositions to amend, on the motion | ship,f the like of which was never seen, and far 
then, and, for the accommodation of. the vener- | surpassing in size any ever contemplated by the 
able gentleman from Tennessee, its third reading | inhabitants of that country which gave birth to 
was postponed. | the celebrated Don Quixotte and the renowned 
This, sir, is the history of the bill,-and after | Sancho Panza, and which the great Bonaparte 
the delays which have taken place, and the many | now endeavors in yain to subjugate to his arms. 
opportunities which have been,given to amend| Mr. Speaker, while inclination and justice call 
it, particularly to the gentleman from Connecti- | on me to pay my homage, and this tribute, to the 
cut, whom.I know to’ be a military man, and | superior talents of the venerable gentleman from 
whose friendly aid I did invite to amend its de-| Tennessee, candor obliges me to declare that he 
fects, [ do not think it fair, candid, or liberal, to | has not discovered on this occasion that perspicui- 
attack the bill in detail at this stage, when its de-| ty which in general marks his character. With 
fects cannot be remedied. I will, however, en-| a soul, no doubt honest and honorable, to render 
deavor to remove the objections stated by the| service to this meritorious and long neglected 
honorable gentleman from Connecticut. [Here | class of our fellow-citizens, he has adopted the 
Mr. D. proceeded to show that the last clause | best means to defeat them. His ingenuity alone 
gave to the President the power of fixing the | could have invented them; and, sir, I do assert 
rank and grade of the officers who would receive | that, should that ‘bill fail, and these poor fellows 
pay according to that rank; and, that the requi-| be delayed in receiving that pittance which it pro- 
sites in the fifth clause were so numerous and | poses to give them, it must, it will be attributed to 
strict that it would be impossible for any person | the aid which they have received from that ven- 
to get into the corps without he was justly | eraole gentleman. 
entitled.] | Mr. 'Tatumanee spoke in favor of the bill gen- 
Mr. Speaker, I ought here toask pardon of the | erally, but objected to certain parts of the details. 
venerable gentlemau from Tennessee for having | On which account, Mr. GOLD moved to recom- 
omitted to mention that, when in Committee of | mit the bill. This motion was negatived—50 to 
the Whole, some amendments, were proposed by | 37; and afterwards. the bill was lost—yeas 47, 
that gentleman and rejected without a division. | pays 57, as follows: 


I might, perhaps, be pardoned by the House, | Yreas—William Anderson, John Baker, Burwell 
should I improve this opportunity, and express to | Bassett, William Blackledge, Jas. Breckenridge, Elijah 
that gentleman the high sense which I entertain | Brigham, William Butler, Matthew Clay, John Daw- 
for his eminent services ; but, sir, when I reflect | son, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas Gholson, Thomas 
on the sublimity. and extent of his genius, the | R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Felix 
mind exerted flies back on itself, and is rendered | Grundy, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Lyman Law, Jo- 


| 





unequal to the task. | seph Lewis, jr., Robert Le Roy Livingston, Thomas 
The politeness and urbanity of his manners, | 


the grace and dignity of his elocution and atti- | *A very high mountain in Tennessee. 

tudes, while they entrance the imagination and| + On the Navy bill, Mr. Raza proposed to build the 
rivet the attention of all who hear him, assure a | largest ship which ever was, and which should beat all 
rich feast to the understanding. With a heart | others. 
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Moore, Archibald. McBryde, James Milnor, Jeremiah | were wounded, and to the legal representatives of those 
Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Anthony | who were killed in the said battle, to complete the pay- 
New, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, James Plea- | ments due, or which may fall due to the United States 
sants, jr., Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. | on any purchase of the public lands made by them be. 
Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, | fore the said battle. 
Daniel Shefley, George Smith, John Smith, Philip; .Ordered, That a bill.be brought in, pursuant 
we Lewis B. Sturges, John Taliaferro, Laban | to the said resolutions; and that. the committee 
b ane White, Thomas Wilson, and Ro- appointed on that part of the President’s Message 
ote Ee ... whiclr relates to Indian affairs do prepare and 
Naxs—Willis” Alston, jr., Stevenson Archer, Wil- bring in the same. 
liam W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A, 
Burwell, John C. Calhoun, Epaphroditas Champion, 
Langdon Cheves, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, Wil- 
liam Crawford, John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, Jo- 
seph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, Meshack 
Franklin, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling 
Hall, John A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyne- 
man, Joseph Kent, Wikliam R. King, Abner Lacock, 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, George C. Maxwell, 
William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, ‘Thomas Newbold, 
Israel Pickens, William Piper, Benjamin Pond, Wil- 
liam M. Richardson, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan 
Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer 
Seaver, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, Richard Stanford, 
Silas Stow, Samuel Taggart, Uri Traey, Charles Tur- 
ner, jr, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Robert Whitehill, 
David R. Williams, and William Widgery. 
BATTLE OF THE WABASH. Mr. Wiut1aMs, from the committee appointed 
The House again resolved itself into a Com- | 0 that part of the President’s Message which 
mittee on the report of a select committee on relates to detachments of militia, and to such a 
certain petitiéns in relation to the affair on the | Preparation of the great body as will proportion 
Wabash; when Mr. Jenninas’ amendment, which its usefulness to its intrinsic capacity, presented a 
proposed allowing the widows, &c.; of the slain a ene? to * oe eer eon ition 
officers and soldiers bounties’ in land, instead of | !°f arming and equipping the whole body of the 
money, was negatived. The resolutions allowing | Militia ne ee Pn o which ara 
the bounties, pensions, &c., as recommended by | ‘Wice, and committed to a Committee of the 
the select committee, were all a to. The eee ierreslen'eale 
0 ommitt t - : ’ 
p> ea . or the House »  annles a Meer, Resolved, That the committee appointed on so 


: much of. the Message of the President as relates 

1 1. Resolved, That one month’s pay ought to be al- | , military affairs, be directed to inquire. into the 
owed, in addition to the common allowance, to the di f authorizi | 1 f th 
Officers, (according to the rank which they held,) the poe gin corte oc apne: Rate yee eplendactiine 
non-commissioned officers, and privates, of the regulars, | 2*Mories of the United States, and the establish- 
volunteers, and militia, and to the legal representatives | ent of an additional number; and that they 
of those who were killed, or have since died of their | have leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 
wounds, composing the army under, the command of} Mr. Wricnrr, from the committee appointed 
Gov. Harrison, in the late campaign on the Wabash. | 0n the petition of Arthur St. Clair, reported a bill 

.2. Resolved, That five years’ half pay ought to be | for the relief of Arthur St. Clair ; which was 
allowed to the legal representatives of the officers, (ac- | tead twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
cording to the rank which they held,), the non-com- | Whole to-morrow. 
missioned officers, and privates, of the volunteers and A message from the Senate informed the 
militia, who were killed in the battle of the seventh of | House that the Senate have passed the bill “for 
November, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, or | the more convenient taking:of affidavits and bail 
who have since died of their wounds. in civil causes depending in the Courts of the 

3. Resolved, That provision ought to be made by! United States,” with amendments; to which 
law to place on the pension list of the United States | they desire the concurrence of this House. 
= officers, (according a the rank which ps The House resolved itself into a Committee o/ 

€ non-commissioned officers, and: soldiers, of the vol- | +6 Whole, on the bill for the relief of the Board 


unteers and militia, who served in the late campaign ar 
, of Commissioners west of Pearl river. The Com- 
on the W ele. ee 
Cag W abet, wader: he command Wf Koverher Mes mittee reported the bill without amendment, and 


rison, who have been wounded or disabled in the said it was ordered to a third réading. [This bill 


” 4 Revoloed, That provision ought to be made by merely goes to allow the commissioners for a cer- 
law to pay for the horses and other property of indi- | '@!n number of days which they sat beyond the 


viduals lost in, or in consequence of, the said battle. period contemplated in the law under which they 
5. Resolved, That the further time of years acted. ] ‘ : 
ought to be allowed to the officers and soldiers who | The House went into a Committee on the bill 





Tuespay, February 11. 


The Speaxer laid before the House a resoly- 

tion of the Legislature of ‘the State of Georgia, 
ratifying and confirmingan amendment proposed 
by Congress to the Constitution of the United 
States, relative to titles .of nobility ; which was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
‘ Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, to whom was referred 
the bill from the Senate “ respecting the enrolling 
and licensing of steamboats,” reported the same 
without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House on Thursday 
next, 
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for the benefit of Christopher Miller, which was 
reported without amendment, and ordered toa 





third Teading. [This bill allows C. Miller 950 | 


acres of land for services performed under Gen- 
eral Wayne. | 
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The section was struck out, there being forty- 
seven members for it. 

The Committee: rose and reported. the amend- 
ment; and after some humorous observations in 
favor of retaining the section, by Mr. MtLnor, the 


The House went into Committee, on the report | House concurred with the Committee in striking 
of the Committee of Ciaims, on the petition of | out the section. Of course the bill was lost. 


John. Murray, who prayed for the settlement of 
certain loan office certificates. 

After some debate on this report. it was observ- 
ed, that this claim came properly under the de- 





REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


The House. resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, ona report of the Committee of Claims 


seriptidn of those claims, respecting which the | fecommending certain claims, (including the dif- 


Committee of Claims had made a report to the 
House, recommending the repeal of the statute 
of limitations. Jt was therefore moved, that the 
Committee rise and ask leave to sit again, in or- 
der to afford an opportunity of going into a com- 
mittee on that report.—Carried. 


MARRIAGE LICENSES. 
The House went into a Committee on the bill 


relating to marriage licenses, in Washington coun- | 


ty, in the District of Columbia, and ditecting the 
application of the tax thereon. 


erent species of liquidated claims) to be exempt- 
ed from the operation of the statute of limitation, 
It was found that the Committee of the Whole 
had agreed to this resolution ; but that there was 
another in the folldwing words, referred to the 
same Committee, not acted upon. 

“ Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the merits of all claims which 
may be referred to them, which originated during the 
Revolutionary war, notwithstanding such claims may 
be barred by the statute of limitation, and that they 
report their opinion thereon to the House.” 


The Committee took this resolution into con- 


Mr. Dawson moved to strike out the first sec- | sideration, and after considerable debate, in which 


tion of the bill, with a view to destroy it, as it | 


contained a principle which he did not wish to 
see adopted. 

Mr. Lewis said the bill proposed no new tax. 
The laws of Maryland already impose a tax of 
four dollars upon every marriage license, and 
marriage licenses issued in Washington county 
are now subject to this*tax; this bill went only 
to appropriate. the money for the promotion of 
learning in the District. 

Mr. Cray (the Speaker) knew not which most 
to admire, the conduct of the opposer or supporter 
of this bill. If he understood the gentleman last 
up, there is at present a law taxing marriages, but 
no authority to collect the tax. which is the same 
as if there was no law@on the subject. As he 
thought with the gentleman first up, that mar- 


raiges ought not to be taxed, but promoted, he | 


should vote with him for striking out the first sec- 
tion of the bill. 


Mr. Smivie said, it was a little singular that 
one bachelor should support this bill, and another 
oppose it. He hoped, however, there would be 
no difference of opinion amongst the married 
members on this subject. He would be in favor, 


rather of giving a bounty on marriages, than of 


laying a tax upon them. The citizens of Wash- 


ington wishing to raise money in this way to sup- | 
port their academy, put him in mind of what | 


happened long agoin England. When the build- 





Messrs, Guotson, Ciay, Wricut, Fisk, and 
Go up, supported, and Messrs. Sranrorp, SMi.ig, 
Aston, Boyp, and Roserts, opposed the reso- 
lution, it was carried, 52 votes being for it. 

The Committee rose and reported the resolu- 
tion to the House; but no decision was taken upon 
it before the House adjourned. 


Wepnespay, February 12. 


Mr. Troup presented.to the House a resolution 
of the General Assembly of the State of*Georgia, 
approbatory of the measures pursued by the Gen- 
eral Government in relation to our foreign con- 
cerns, and declaratory of their determination to 
support such measures as may be adopted to 
maintain the. rights and honor of the country.— 
Referred to the committee appointed on that part 
of the President’s Message which relates to tor- 
eign relations, 

Mr. Desua presented several petitions of sun- 
dry inhabitants of the United States, praying 
that. the lands belonging to the United States 
may be leased out to persons applying for that pur- 


| pose, for a certain number of years, and at a cer- 


| tain price per year, to be fixed upon by Con- 
| gress.—Referred to the Committee on the Public 
ands. 

On motion of Mr. Burwe t, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be di- 


TU ere sonar ope 


ing of a mansion house was in agitation, the party | rected to lay before this House a list of persons 
in power determined to get the funds for the pur-| on the pension list, the State or Territory in 
pose out of the dissenters. They therefore laid | which they live,.and-the amount annually allow- 
a tax upon any dissenters who refused to suffer | ed each person by law. 5 
their namés to be held up for certain offices; and| An engrossed bill for the relief of the Board of 
another tax on those who were elected, and re- | Commissioners west of Pearl river, was read the 
fused to take the sacrament in a manner which | third time, and passed. 

their consciences forbade. He would preferatax | An engrossed bill for the relief of Christopher 
on bachelors over twenty-five, to a tax on mar-| Miller was read the third time, and passed. 
riages, and this would include both the gentlemen. | The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
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H. oF R. Duties on, Drawbacks, ¢c. . Fepavary. 1812, FepRU 
ments of the Senate to the bill “ for the more | wise framers of the law never intended that a system, creasil 
convenient taking of affidavits and bail in civil | which they constructed for the encouragement of com. and ot 
causes depending in the Courts of the United | merce and enterprise, should operate in such a way as been ¢ 
States ;” which were concurred in by the House. | to drain the Treasury. . To sustain the present appli- Mr. B. 
Mr. Tautmaves, from the committee to whom | Cation, would, undoubtedly, produce this effect. fore th 
was referred the report of the: Postmaster Gen-| . The second Prope om any ieee in which since, | 
eral respecting the-repairs of the public building. | 1 @" be presented to the mind, be considered as ten- the pr 
called“ Bladaet’s Eotel.” renarted bill supple- able. The collector is responsible for the omission of M 
‘ 6 ad : oe a ae for the ® PP a such duties as the law prescribes: in this case, if he Serv 
dati aoe h G ee MP : Office, th Patent Of has omitted to perform a duty assigned to him, the Jimnitay 
ation 0 ‘ e aoa ost . S i ; h atent UI-! tTnited States are alone the loser—the petitioners only three | 
fice, and for other purposes ; which was twice fortuitously so—an accident against which speculations Congt 
read, and committed: ' cannot be secured. “The remedy of the petitioners js well | 
against the sellers of the ‘merchandise. If the peti- unsuc: 
DRAWBAOK OF DUTIES. tioners fail in obtaining redress against the firm of respec 
Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- | Ingraham, Phenix, and Nixsen, in the responsibility Mr. 
merce and Manufactures, madé an unfavorable-| of which they confided, their case is remediless. ‘I'he ding 
report on the petition of George R. Rapelye, and | committee cannot transcend the limits of the Consti- over 
others, of the city of New York; which was ee or the sound ws ee Erne iven * jurispru- bill) f 
coveurred in by the House. The report is as{ dence, in recommending the passage of a law which first / 
follows’: y F P shall be endued with a retroaetive operation. ‘They, dollar 
Th titi tate,’ that thei tive fi therefore, submit the foHowing resolution to the House: A¢ 
h dof ekg OF l. m Panis." nd Ni. pur-} "Resolved, That the petitioners have leave to with- the a 
cee ft eof ogra, Ft ond Nien | daw tb pte i 
y ©} ’ ’ “8 2 
ties, and which the petitioners’ purchased and exported UNITED STATES’ BANK.NOTES. Bu 
under the persuasion that the debentures which issued On motion of Mr. Bacon, the House went into huad 
from the custom-house would be duly paid. a Committee of the Whole, on the bill to repeal Postr 
In this calculation they have been disappointed, as | the tenth section of the act establishing the Bank sett 
the firm of Ingraham, Pheenix, and Nixsen, which im-| of the United States MADG 
ported the goods, and entered the same for exportation, | ~ Mr. Bacon said, that the Committee of Ways woul 
has since failed, without paying the duties, amounting | 44 Means had thought it necessary to bring for. the st 
to about ninety-six thousand dollars, to the United ey ie a - mt j 
States. The. petitioners solicit. Congress to pass'an act ward this bill, in. consequence of & decision which to sit 
directing the collector of the customs for the port of | 82d been made in the Circuit Court of Virginia, 
: that the notes issued by the Bank of the United 
New York to pay the debentures which they hold, ; y¥ 
notwithstanding the duties have not been paid by the manne and ae : “eres 0 Pt Gaited “ eal- 0: 
firm of Ingraham, Phenix, and Nixsen, the, importers | ‘@°tOrs and other officers of the Unite states, 
of the goods. The committee do not know on what ground tee 
If Congress refuse to accede to this solicitation of| this opinion was given tley had conceived that JR We | 
the petitioners, they then pray that an act may pass to | as the limitation of the law had expired, no part of 
authorize them to institute a suit against the collector | it could still have force. But, as this opinion has = 
for the port of New York, for the amount of the deben- | been given by the Chief Justice of the United = 
tures, inasmuch as the non-payment of the duties by | States, it produces gregt inconvenience to the rs 
the firm of Ingraham, Pheenix, and Nixsen, is fairly | officers.of the United States, as the notes of the Bi 
chargeable to the negligence of the collector, in not | several branches, say Charleston, Savannah, New N 
taking responsible sureties to the duty bonds. Orleans, &c., will be paid only at the branches the 
The committee can see no ground on which the first | from which they sede. refe 
2h gempetion pe atm Bm ways ies and/ ‘Some irregular debate took place on the pro- - 
of an exportation of goods shall o draped bie paid, eee _ aa | — hy re > a feennee phi 
until the duties, on the importation thereof, shall : i the whole Jaw: having expired, ee alto- f 
ae have been first received,” No duties, on the goods Cn fe, oe tek Sernre metre Pet tha 
os imported by the firm of Ingraham Phenix and: Nix- | @ bill to repeal a section of that law. It was re- : 
a sen, have as yet been paid, or are likely, as the com- on by oa arte of the Committee tra 
a mittee understand, to be paid; the petitioners, there- ays and Means, and others, that as the passing 
: fore, are not entitled to aie az consent of their of the bill would prevent any further trouble * 
b respective debentures. The law,-as it stands,-clearly } ° the public officers, and it could have no influ- a 
po j evinces the soundness of the principles, on which it is| Cm¢€ On anything which had heretofore taken ri 
 . founded ; no case could have occurred mote apposite | place, its passage was desirable. ve 
i to prove the necessity of such a provision for the secu- The Committee rose, and the House ordered tin 
i ~, - = eet the bill to a third reading. 
a e drawback of duties is allowed on two grounds : 
4 first, the exportation of goods within twelve months, AL ARSE OF OE FICS. ’ ut 
: calculating from the time of entry ; and, secondly, on On motion of Mr. Bacon, the House went into su 
. the payment of duties to the United States, before, or | 2 Committee of the Whole on the bill to continue V 
after, such exportation. in force for a limited time the salaries of certain pi 
i The goods may be exported, but, if the duties, on | officers of Government therein mentioned. le 
their importation, are not paid, there can be no legal} Mf. Bacon stated, that this bill was inteaded ol 
right to demand the payment of the debentures. The] to continue in force a law passed in 1799, for in- | ba 
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ried, 58 to 24. 


Arming the Militia. 


ae ne nh en ne 
creasing the salaries of the Heads of Departments,| This proposition was 
and other officers of the Government, which had | principally because it appeared to him-to be a sub- 
been continued from time to. time ever since, | ject for judicial investigation, and» because the 
Mr. B. stated what the several salaries were be-| Territory of Orleans was not represented. on this 
fore this law passed, .and what they had been| floor. It was supported. by Messrs. PoinDEXTER 
since, and left it for the Committee *to decide on | and McKee, because the tax in question was a 
the propriety of passing the bili. grievous one on the people of the Western country, 
Mr. Stanrorp disliked the phraseology of the {and said to be unconstitutional, as being a tax on 
limitation clause to this bill, which was “for| exports; which was a sufficient ground for in- 
three years and. to the end of the next session of | quiry into the subject. If the Territory should 
Congress thereafter.” He said ‘the bill might as | send a delegate to the present Congress, he would 
well be made for four at once. He made two | arrive in time for the final decision on the report 
unsuccessful attempts to amend the bill in this | of the committee proposed to be constituted, &c. 
respect. The resolution was agreed to by a considerable 
Mr. S. then moved,to amend the bill, by ad- | majority, and a committee of five accordingly ap- 
ding to the salary of the Postmaster General | pointed. 
(over and above the argument included in the 
bill) five hundred dollars per annum; and to the 
first Assistant Postmaster General, three hundred| The House resolved inself into a Committee 
dollars. of the Whole, on the. bill providing for arming 
A division of the motion was called for, and the whole body of the militia of the United States. 
the addition to the Postmaster General was car-| Mr. Wi.tiams explained the objects of the bill, 
and how the committee who reported it had en- 
But the question being put on adding three | deavored to divest this plan of the features which 








ARMING THE MILITIA. 


' hundred dollars to the salary of the first Assistant | were objected to when it was incorporated in the 


Postmaster General, it was opposed by Mr. Bas- | classification bill. 
serrand Mr. Lacock,and supported by Mr. Tatt-|. Mr. Roserrs, after expressing his desire to 
vapGe. On motion of Mr, Key, who thought it | vote for the bill, if it could be amended sO as to 
wottld be well to take a longer time to consider | secure its avowed object in the State whieh he 
the subject. the Committee rose and obtained leave | represented, as well as in other States, which had 
to sit again. already made provision for arming their militia, 
moved to amend the section for distributing the 
arms, by adding thereto the words “or in such 
Tuurspay, February 13. manner as the Legislatures of the respective 
On motion of Mr. Seaver, the select commit- | States or Territories may by law direct.” 
tee were discharged from the consideration of| This motion was negatived, 43 to 40, 
the petition of Silas Stone, and it was referred to; Mr. Roperrs then moved to strike out the first 
the select committee appointed on the bill from | section of the bill, with a view to destroy it; as 
the Senate “to promote the progress of science | he thought, in its present form, the carrying it 
and useful arts, by securing, for a limited time, | into effect would be attended with great incon- 
to. the inventors, the exclusive right to their re-| venience. He ‘particularly objected to the fines 
spective discoveries.” and penalties inflicted by the bill. 
Mr: McKim presented a document in supportof| The motion was negatived, there being only 
the petition of James H. McCulloch ; which was | twenty-six members in favor of it. 
referred. to the Committee of the Wholeon the} - The Committee rose, and reported the bill to 
report of the Committee of Ways and Means on| the House. The House took it up; when 
the several petitions of the Collectors of Philadel-| . Mr. Roserts renewed his motion, to add the 
phia, Norfolk, Plymouth, and Baltimore. following words to the-section which directs the 
A message from the Senate informed the House | distribution of the arms; “as the Legislatures of 
that the Senate have passed the bill “ making ap-| the several States may by law direct.” 
propriations for the support of an additional mil-| Mr. TatumMapnce hoped that this amendment 
itary force,” with.an amendment ; in which they | would be agreed to, in order to accommodate gen- 
desire the concurrence of this House. tlemen whose States: would: prefer a different 
On motion of Mr. Wricar,. a committee was | mode of distribution from that prescribed in the 
appointed to inquire into the expediency of ren- | bill. He thought the main object was to get the 
dering the Representatives Chamber more con-| arms; their distribution might be very well left 
venient to the despatch of public business, and of | with the several State governments. He should 
finishing-the same. be sorry if the bill should be lost, by gentlemen’s 
On motion of Mr. Potnpexrer, the House took | pertinaciously adhering to their own particular 
up for consideration the resolution, some time ago | mode of distribution. 
submitted by him, to instruct the Committee of | Mr.. RanpDoLPa was sorry that any difference 
Ways and Means to inquire into the propriety of | of opinion should exist as to the mode of distrib- 
prohibiting by law~the corporation of New Or- | uting these arms, and when gentlemen, in whose 
leans from exacting a tax or duty on vessels, boats, | intelligence and integrity he had the utmost re- 
or other craft, descending the’ Mississippi, laden | liance, assured him that the mode of distributing 
with produce, and touching at that place, &e. the arms, proposed in the bill, would not be well 
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reeeived in their States, he could not but believe 
them, and was desirous of accommodating them. 
He, for one, wished to-see these arms in the hands 
of those’ who were to use them; there were 
weighty reasons against placing them in arsenals 
in the Southern States ; but he should be glad if 
the bill could be so arranged as to suit the views 
of all who were friendly to the measure. 


The question was taken and catried—yeas 70, 
nays 41, as follows. 

Yeas—Willis Alston, William Anderson, Stev- 
enson Archer, John Baker, David Bard, Abijah Big- 
elow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, James Breck- 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, William Butler, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, 
Lewis Condit, John Davenport, jun., Roger Davis, 
Elias Earle, William Ely, James Emott, William 
Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Felix Grundy, 
Obed Hall,John M. Hyneman, Richard Jackson, jun., 
Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph 
Lewis, jun., Robert Le Roy Livingston, Aaron Lyle, 
William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jer- 
emiah Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas New- 
bold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, William Pi- 
per, James Pleasants, jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter .B. 
Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, 
William Reed, John Rhea, John. Roane, Jonathan Rob- 
erts, William Rodman, John Sevier, Daniel Sheffey, 
Richard Stanford, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, George M. ‘Troup, Charles Tur- 
ner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Laban Wheaton, 
Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, 
and Thomas Wilson. 

Nays—Burwell Bassett, William Blackledge, John 
€. Calhoun, James Cochran, William Crawford, Jos. 
Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. 
Green, Bolling Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, 
Jacob Hufty, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Peter 
Little, William Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, George 
C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, 
Arunah Metcalf, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Joseph 
Pearson, Israel Pickens, William M. Richardson, Henry 
M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, Ebenezer Sage, Ebene- 
zer Seaver, Samuel’ Shaw, George. Smith, Philip 
Stuart, Silas Stow, William Strong, David R. Wil- 
liams, and Robert Wright. 


After some objections»by Mr. Miunor to the 
details of the bill, particularly as to the ‘fines and 
imprisonments imposed, and some debate upon an 
_ amendment which he proposed, but. afterwards 
withdrew, the bill was amended at the instance of 
Mr. Mitnor, by adding to it the following pro- 
viso: “Provided, That no imprisonment directed 
‘ by this act, shall, in any instance, endure for a 
* longer term than three months.” 

The question was then put, “ Shall the bill be 
ordered to be engrossed fora third reading ?” when 
Mr. Macon wished the decision of that question 
might be postponed till to-morrow ; for, friendly 
as he was, and always had been, to the arming of 
the militia, an amendment had taken place which 
he disliked so much that-he wished time to con- 
sider whether he ought now to vote for the bill. 

And on motion, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow. 


Claim. of Thomas Wilson. 


ill nicnitanaailiaitii 
Fespruary, 18]2 





Fripay, February 14. 

Mr. Gaocson, from the committee, made a re. 
port on the petition of Lieutenant Simeon Knight 
which was read; when Mr: Guotson presented 
a bill for the relief of Lieutenant Simeon Knigh; 
which was read twice and committed to a Com. 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pyb. 
lie Lands, made a report on the petition of Thom. 
as Orr; which was read, and the resolution there. 
in contained concurred in by the House, a; 
follows: : 

Resolved, That Thomas Orr, the assignee o{ 
Martin Andrews, be confirmed in the purchase of 
the southeast quarter of section number eleven. 
township number seven, and range second, in the 
Steubenville District, which purchase was made 
on the fourth day of May, 1811, at the rate of four 
dollars per acre. 

The Committee on the Public Lands were in. 
structed to bring in a bill, pursuant to the said re- 
solution. 

Mr. Burwe.t moved that the petition of Peter 
Landais, presented some time ago, and at that 
time refused a reference to a select committee, be 
now referred to the- Committee of Claims. This 
was objected to. by Mr. Guouson, the chairman 
of that committee, who said this petition had 
been frequently before that committee, and re- 
— made upon it. If it were referred at all, he 
1oped it would therefore go toa select committee. 
The motion to refer the petition to the Commit- 
tee of Claims was negatived. A motion was 
then made to referit to a select committee, and 
carried. 


omen 


———aen 





CLAIM OF THOMAS WILSON. 


Mr. Guouson, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report on the petition of Thomas Wilson ; 
which was read; when, Mr. Guouson presented 
a bill for the relief of Thomas Wilson ; which 
was read twice and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole on Monday next. The report is as 
follows : 


That the petitioner claims an additional allowance fo: 
rations furnished to the troops of the United States in 
Louisiana, pursuant to a contract with the Department 
of War, dated the 3d of August, 1803. When the de- 
mand of the petitioner for extra allowance was present: 
ed at the War Department, it appears his accounts had 
been transferred to the accounting officers of the ‘T'rea- 
sury ; and the Secretary of War observes that, “ having 
duly considered the claim before mentioned, with al! 
the circumstances accompanying the same,” he con- 
ceives he is “ not’ authorized to make any further al- 
lowanee ;”” but he recommended to the Comptroller a 
suspension of legal proceedings against Mr. Wilson. 
until he could make application to Congress for relief. 
Upon the face of the contract there is nothing to sup- 
port the demand of the petitioner. His claim is found- 
ed on two letters from General Dearborn, late Secreta- 
ry of War, which are exhibited as evidence of an un- 
derstanding between the Secretary and the petitioner 
at the time of the contract. In one of these letters, 
General Dearborn says to Mr. Wilson, “that it was 
undoubtedly intended to make you reasonable allow- 
ances for any unforeseen and unavoidable expenses that 
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Fesroary, 1812. Arming the Militia—Increase of Revenue. 
——————— eeeeernnel ean seiegeaaanercllioengtesyescuanagaaoonesoo=aassmmaensioansanmasmnstinnanantoasnenensenstonaneapaiaaeaiiaaaseaeeniasnnacsncaonaammnmanasaseemancenseemengg ee eee ee 3 . 
right become necessary for carrying into effect such bring into the United States certain slaves there- 
arts of your contract as related to new posts that | in named; which was read twice and committed 
might be a oe -~ mee _ ee to a Committee on the Whole to-morrow. 

in Louisiana, is letter is dated the 26th o ri - aft 

isl. In the other letter. General Dearborn infomac INCREASE OF REVENUE. 
Mr. Eustis “ that each of the posts in Louisiane, includ- |» Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and 
ing New Orleans,.might be considered as new posts.’ | Means, made a report in relation to the revenue 
Thus the petitioner claims extra compensation for the | necessary for the present. and two succeeding 
supplies furnished by him at all the military posts in| years, accompanied with a. plan for raising the 
Jouisiana, upon the allegation that, in furnishing | same; which was read, and committed to a Com- 
them, he encountered “unforeseen and cienenesd mittee of the Whole on Monday next. The re- 
expenses. ort is as follows: 

Tosedtein this allegation, the petitioner has adduced P nro Committee of Ways and Means having taken 
or ce a ee into consideration the subject of the revenue and ex- 
conveniences, and must have incurred expenses not penditute of the, United Gipies Be pe yyorens ana xy 
foreseen at the date of the contract. Supplies, in ad- | succeeding years, . particular ‘reference to a pe da 
vance, for a much longer period than that mentioned one - a a eee He eet 
in the contract were required, and, as the petitioner as- MeTh ie ees Sette duninte thee shecent vées 
serts, Without the stipulated notice. The petitioner, it | noone Bromgens chiles lteud aid ors Gon. 
appears, was consequently compelled to procure the'| eas ‘ere estimated os follows “as 
supplies at high prices in the neighborhood of the | Ext ued wt a cil wane: beth foreign 
places where they were wanted, whilst, in a regular ee dens nai . ‘ . ” 
course of supply, he would have had time to have got | Army—exclusive of the additional mili- 
provisions from the Westerm country, where they were tary force authorized by: the act'of the 
cheap. The sudden augmentations and dimimutions | scaiedh tide andl Se $32,800 
of the detachments. for Orleans Territory, are, more- ae the contias “of the cine tn thee 
over, affirmed by the petitioner to have been eauses of | years 1809, 1810, and 1811 : r 2,581,000 


1050 


H. or R. 








$1,260,000 


| embarrassment and unforeseen expense. | Naval Department, including the Ma- 


Your committee, after a full examination of the sub-| “1: ., Corps ~ 7 . " f 2,500,000 


| ject, are of opinion that the'petitioner is entitled to! , anals. arms, ordnance repairs of for- 
é Bye , , , Ss 


some additional compensation, to be adjusted by the tifications, &¢., including $200,000 





accounting officers of the Department of War, updn | ‘ations for th . 

such evidence as may be produced by the petitioner. | lin Se a ce ” or 614,000 

They, therefore, ask leave to report a bill for his relief. |), jian Department : Z 220,000 
ARMING THE MILITIA. Interest on the public debt - - - 2,225,000 


The House resumed the consideration of the | 
bill for arming the militia; when, on motion of | , es ’ 

Mr. Mrunor, an amendment was made to that | / hat the actual receipts into the Treas- 
ant , whieh inf; ury during the same year are estuma- 
section of the bill which inflicts‘a penalty on the 2 

; ; ao tedat - - - : - « $8,200,000 
representative of any deceased militiaman im- 

properly witthholding his arms. . | Leaving’a deficit in the receipts of - $1,200,000 
_ Mr. M. Cray stated that he yesterday voted in == 
favor of an amendment to the bill, leaving it with Which deficit may, however, be* paid out of the 
the respective States or Territories to distribute moneys remaining in the Treasury at the close of the 
the arms provided by this bill, in such manner as | jast year, leaving a sum of $1,300,000 on hand, 
they may direct. He now wished to have that | which, in the opinion of the Committee, it would not 
vote reconsidered, and moved to that effect:—The | be prudent under existing circumstances, further to 
yeas and nays were called upon the question. exhaust. 

Mr. Lacock observed, that as this was an im- | That the extraordinary expenses of the present year 
portant question, upon which, perhaps, the fate of | already authorized by law, or which by bills pending 
the bill depended, he could wish to have it detid- | before Congress are in a course of authorization, are 
ed in a fuller House; there being barely a quo- | 28 follows, viz: 


rum of members present. He, therefore, moved Ordnance and ordnance ‘stores, camp 
equipage, ‘and other quartermaster’s 


Total ordinary expenses - - - $9,400,000 





that the House adjourn.—Carried. | nana” i : : - $81,900,000 
Six companies of\‘mounted rangers - 108,762 
Monpay, February 17. Additional military force - - - -  5,112,5R0 

: Repairing vessels out of commission and 





i ve ie agate — easier on ns Pub- purchase of timber for naval purposes 680,000 
1¢ Lands, presented a bill giving a further time | Prection of additional fortifications - — 1,000,000 
for registering claims to lands in the western dis-| Gajling out certain corps of volunteers —_ 1,000,000 
triet of the Territory of Orleans; which was read —_———_ 
twice and committed to a Committee of the 10,801,332 
Whole on Thursday next. 

Mr. Kina, from the committee appointed the | Total extraordinary expenses say - - $11,000,000 
7th instant, presented a bill to authorize John ean: 
Rutherford, of the State of North Carolina, to| The whole of which sum it is necessary, and is ac- 
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bill herewith reported by the committee. : 
That the amount.of the principal of the public debt 

which is reimburseable during the same year, con- 

sisting of six per cent., deferred and exchanged 

stocks, is Survie Je * oot) ke Bee ee 
And in the event of stocks falling below 

par (thereby imposing.upon the Com- 

missioners of the Sinking Fund an ob- 

ligation to purchase in order to satisfy 

the annual appropriation of eight mil- 

lions of dollars for the reduction of the 

public debt) may amount to the fur- 





thersumof - - : - . 3,640,000 
Total amount of the principal of the pub- 

lic debt which may. become reimbursa- 

ble during the present year .- - $5,775,000 


Which sum it is also proposed to authorize the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund to borrow, con+ 
formable to such bill as may hereafter be reported. 
That the ordinary expenses of Govern- 

ment for the year 1813; may be esti- 

mated as for the present year, at 

about. - - - - - - $9,000,000 
To which must be added the interest 

then accruing on the loam proposed to 

be authorized for the service of the 

present year, estimating the same at 
six per cent., and amounting to - 
Making the revenue necessary to be pro- 
vided, for paying the. ordinary expen- 
ses, and interest on loans for that 
year (and leaving the extraordinary 
expenses of the year also to be provi- 
ded for by loans) - - - 
That the receipts into the Treasury from 
the present sources of revenue during 
that year, calculating on a state of 
war during a greater poftion of the 
present year, are estimated (conjectur- 
ait: oe 


660,000 


9,660,000 


3,100,000 


Leaving a deficiency to be provided for 
by additional revenues to be received 
during that year, of - - - - 6,560,000 


a 





Estimating the ordinary expenses of 1814 
as for the present year, at about - 
And adding the interest accruing on the 
loan proposed for the present year . - 
And also the interest then accruing on 
the loan which in all probability may 
be necessary to cover the extraordi- 
nary expenses of 1813, and which it 
would not be prudent to calculate at 
less than eleven millions - . . 


9,000,000 
660,000 


660,000 





Making the revenue necessary to be pro- 
vided for paying the ordinary expen- 
ses and interest on loans for that year 
(and leaving the extraordinary ex- 
penses of the year also to be provided 
for by loans) - : - - - 

Estimating the receipts into the Treas- 
ury from the present ‘sources of the 
revenue during that year at = - : 


10,320,000 


3,100,000 


et 
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cordingly proposed, to raise by lean, conformable to the | Leaving a deficiency to be provided for 
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by additional revenues to be received 
during that year,of-. - - = $7,220,009 

Under this prospective view of the financial situation 
of the Government, it became in the judgment of the 
committee their imperious duty, as well in reference to 
the obligations incumbent upon them from the genera] 
trust with which they were clothed, as also in defer. 
ence to that portion of the Message of the President of 
the United States which had been specially referred to 
their consideration, to enter as early as possible upon 
a system of ways and means calculated to provide , 
revenue, “sufficient at least to defray the ordinary ex. 
penses of Government, and to pay the interest on the 
public debt, including that on new loans which may 
be authorized.” 


Any provision falling short of this requisition, 
would, in the opinion of the committee, betray an im. 
providence in the Government, tending to impair its 
general character, to sap the foundations of its credit, 
and to enfeeble its energies in the dean at of the 
contest into which it may soon be driven in defence of 
its unquestionable rights, and for the repulsion of long 
continued and most aggravated aggressions. Should 
the ruinous system of relying altogether upon the aid 
of loans, for defraying not only the extraordinary ex. 
penditures of the present and sueceeding years, but also 
a large portion both of the ordinary expenses of the 
Government, and the interest on the public debt, in- 
cluding that on new loans, be suffered to prevail, and 
no additional revenues be seasonably provided, it will 
result, that the loans which it may be necessary to 
authorize during the year 1813, must amount to at 
least $17,560,000, and for 1814, to $18,220,000; an 
operation which by throwing into the market so large 
an amount of stoek, accompanied with no adequate 
provision for paying even the interest accruing on such 
as may be créated, but relying altogether upon the 
decreasing ability to borrow for the purpose of paying 
such interest, must have a most unfavorable effect upon 
the general price of public stocks, and the consequent 
terms of the loans themselves, It may be added, that 
4 system of that sort would, it is believed, be found to 
be altogether unprecedented in the financial history of 
any wise and regular Government, and must, if yielded 
to, produce, at no distant period, that general state of 
public discredit which attended the national finances 
during ‘the war of the Revolution, and which nothing 
but the peculiar circumstances of the country, and the 
want of a well organized and efficient Government 
during the period of that Revolution, could at all justify. 

To have withheld from the public view a fair exposi- 
tion of the probable state of the fiscal concerns of the 
Government, under, the very first pressure of active 
war, or to have deferred submitting to the House such 
a system as in the opinion of the committee was in- 
dispensable to place the revenues of the country upon 
a basis commensurate with the public exigencies, 
would, in their judgment, at once have evinced in the 
eyes of foreign nations an imbecility of action and o! 
design, the effects of which must be too obvious to be 
mistaken. And as it regards our own country, would 
have indicated a policy as feeble and short-sighted as 
it must have been considered deceptive and disingenu- 
ous—as unworthy the rulers of a free and enlightened 
nation, as in its result it would have been found fata! 
to ifs interests, and paralyzing to all its efforts. It is 
obvious that the whole amount which it is necessary 
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enue for the ensuing years, is indeed “ moderate when. | 
compared either with the population and wealth of the 
United States or with the burdens laid on .Buropean 
nations by their Governments.” 

To doubt either the “will or the ability” of the 
people of the United States to bear such burdens as 
are indispensable to this end, would be, to doubt their 
dispositions to mect seriously the contest which is pre- 
sented to them, and would go far to prove that it had 
better not have been attempted. 

To doubt the readiness of the Government to bring 
“promptly and efficiently” into action the necessary 
resources of the nation, would be to cast a distrust 
over the sincerity of those pledges which they have 
so recently and distinctly given to the world in that 
respect, and would imply a suspicion of their firmness 
or forecast not for a moment to be entertained. 

For a more full and distinct elucidation of the gene- 
ral subject which it has become the duty of the com- 
mittee.to present to the House, they beg leave to refer 
to the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, in an- 
swer to the several inquiries made of him by their order, 
and which has heretofore been laid before the House ; 
concurring as they most fully do in the general opin- 
ion expressed by him, “That what appears to be of 
vitals importance is, that the crisis should at once be 
met by the adoption of efficient measures, which will 
with certainty provide means commensurate with the 
expense, and by preserving unimpaired instead of abus- 
ing that public credit on which the public resources so 
eminently depend, will enable the United States to 
persevere in the confest, until an honorable peace shall 
have been obtained.” 

It is them proposed by the committee, that the ad- 
ditional revenue which will be necessary “to defray 
the ordinary expense of Government, and to pay the 
interest on the public debt, including that on new 
loans which may be authorized,” should be immedia- 
tely provided for in the following modes, viz: 





Ist, Additional duties of imposts and tonnage. 


Ist. An increase of the duties now payable by law on 
imported mefehandise calculated to yield a net rev- 
enue of - - - - - - $2,500,000 

2d. A further retention on the amount 
of all drawbacks allowed by law on 
the exportation of goods, wares, and 
merchandise, calculated to yield a net 
revenue of - - - - - 

3d. An additional tonnage duty on Ame- 
rican and foreign vessels, calculated to 
yielda netrevenueof - - : 
4th. A duty on all salt imported, calcu- 
lated to yield.a net revenue of - - 


100,000 


200,000 
400,000 


Total net amount of revenue estimated 
from additional duties of imposts and 
tonnage - - - - ° ° 


ee renee LLL LLL LLL LA 


3,200,000 





2d. Internal duties. 
Ist. A duty on licenses to distil spirits from foreign | 
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to raise in order to meet the anticipated deficit of rev- | 3d. A daty on sales at auction of foreign 


merchandise and of veésels, calculated 
to yield a gross revenue of - - 
4th. A duty on all sugars refined in the 
United States, calculated to yield a 
gross revenue of = - . . . 
5th. A duty on carriages used for the 
conveyance of persons, calculated to 
yield a gross revenue of - . : 
6th. A duty on various instruments of 
Writing, to be collected by means of 
stamps, calculated to yield a gross rev- 
enueof - - - - - - 


Total gross amount of revenue estima- 
ted from internal duties - - - 


3d. Direct tax. 


A direct tax to be laid and apportioned 
among the several States according to 
the rule prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion, gross amount - - - - 


Total gross amount estimated to be re- 
ceived from internal duties and direct 
tax, when they shall be effectually or- 
ganized, (or in 1814,) - - - 

Deduct expense of assessment, collec- 
tion, and losses, at about 15 per cent. 


Net amount estimated from internal du- 
ties and direct tax for 1814 - s 


Net amount estimated from additional 
duties of imposts and tonnage, inter- 
nal duties, and direct tax for 1814 - 

But which on account of the ineffectual 
organizatian of the internal duties and 
direct tax may not yield, in 1813, that 
amount by a sum of - - - 


Leaving the net amount estimated for 


1813 © e ° ad - a 





450,000 


1,725,000 


3,000,000 


4,725,000 


700,000 


4,025,000 


7,225,000 


650,000 





6,575,000 


And for this purpose the Committee recommend to 
the House the adoption of the following resolutions, 


Viz: 


1. Resolved, That an addition of one hundred per 
cent. be made to the several rates of permanent duties 
now imposed by law on all goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported into the United States. 

2. Resolved, That twenty-five per centum be re- 
tained on all the drawbacks allowed by law on the ex- 
portation of goods, wares, and merchandise, exported 


from the United States. 
3. Resolved, That additional tonnage 
at the following rates, viz: 


duties be laid 


Ist. On all vessels licensed for the coasting trade or 


fisheries, twenty cents per ton a year. 


2d. On all other vessels owned by citizens of the 


of the vessel. 
3d. On all foreign vessels,one dolla 


| United States, twenty-five cents per ton on the entry 


r and twenty- 


and domestic materials, calculated to yield a. gross | five cents per ton on the entry of the vessel. 
4. Resolved, That a duty of twenty cents per bushel 
be laid upon all salt imported into the United States. 
5. Resolved, That duties be laid on licenses to distil 


revenue of = : : . - $275,000 | 
2d. A duty on licenses to retailers of 

wines, spirits, and foreign merchandise, 

including tavern-keepers, calculated to 

yield a gross revenue of - : : 500,000 


spirits, at the following rates, viz: 


Ist. Un stills employed in distilling spirits from 
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foreign materials, at the-rate of seventy-five cents per 
gation on the capacity of such stills. 

2d. On stills solely employed in distilling spirits 
from domestic materials, at any distillery at which 
there are one or more stills of more capacity together 
than one hundred and fifty gallons, at the rate of fifty 
cents per gallon on the capacity of such stills. 

3d. On other. stills solely employed in distilling 
spirits from fruit, at the rate of five dollars on each 
still a year. 

4th. On other ‘stills solely employed in distilling 
spirits from any domestic materials, at the rate of_fif- 
teen dollars on each still a year. 

6. Resolved, That duties be laid on licenses to re- 
tailers of wines, spirits, and foreign_ merchandise, in- 
cluding tavern keepers, at the following rates, viz: 

If in cities, towns, or villages, containing more than 
one hundred families— 


Ist. On retailers of foreign merchandise, including 
wines and spirits, twenty-five dollars. 

2d. On retailers of wines alone, twenty dollars. 

3d. On retailers of spirits alone, twenty dollars. 

4th. On retailers of domestic spirits alone, fifteen 
dollars. 

5th. On retailers of foreign merchandise other than 
wines or spirits, fifteen dollars. 


If in any other place than cities, towns, or villages, 
containing more than one hundred families— 

ist. On retailers of foreign merchandise, including 
wines and spirits, fifteen dollars. 

2d. On-retailers of wines and spirits, fifteen dollars. 

3d. On retailers of domestic spirits alone, ten dol- 
Jars. 

4th. On-retailers of foreign merchandise other than 
wines and spirits, ten dollars. 

7. Resolved, That duties be laid on sales at auction 
of foreign merchandise, for every hundred dollars of 
the purchase money, two dollars; and on sales at auc- 
tion of ships.er vessels, for every hundred dollars of 
the purchase money, twenty-five cents. 

8. Resolved, That a duty of four cents per pound 
be laid on all sugars refined in the United States, al- 
lowing a drawback on the exportation of the same. 

9. Resolved, That duties be laid on carriages used 
for the conveyance of persons, at the following rates: 

ist. On every coach, chariot, and postchaise, twen- 
ty-five dollars. 

2d. On.every phaeton, and on every coachee, hav- 
ing panel work in the upper division thereof, fifteen 
dollars. 

3d. On every four-wheel carriage hanging on steel 
springs, ten dollars. 

4th. On every four-wheel carriage hanging upon 
iron or wooden springs, and on every two-wheel car- 
riage, with a top, or hanging on steel or iron springs, 
five dollars. 

5th. On every other four or two-wheel carriage, 
three dollars. 

10. Resolved, That.stamp duties be laid on the fol- 
lowing imstruments of writing, viz : 

ist. On all notes payable to bearer or order, issued 
by any bank or bankers, at rates on an average of one 
dollar for every hundred dollars, with an option to 
pay, in lieu thereof, 24 per centum on their dividends. 

2d. On all notes of hand, above fifty dollars, paya- 
ble to bearer or order, having one or more endorsers, 
at an average of five cents for every hundred dollars. 

11. Resolved, That three millions of dollars be 
raised by a direct tax, to be apportioned among the 
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several States agreeably to the rule prescribed by the 


4 Constitution. 


12. Resolved,,That each State be authorized to pay 
the amount of its quota to the United States, with 3 
deduction of fifteen per cent. if paid before the assess. 
ment is commenced, and of seven and a half per cent, 
if paid before the tax becomes due. 
~ 13. Resolved, That all the duties above enumerated, 
and the tax aforesaid, shall be laid and become paya. 
ble only after the United States shall have become en. 
gaged in a war with a foreign European nation, or 
shall have authorized the issuing of letters of marque 
and reprisal against the subjects of such nation. 

14. Resolved, That the said duties aud tax shal] 
continue until one year after the conclusion of peace 
with such foreign nation and no longer. 

Mr. Bacon, from the committee, then presented 
a bill authorizing a lean for a sum not exceeding 
—— millions of dollars; which was twice read, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday. 


THE MILITIA. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill for arming the militia of the United States, 
when Mr. Ciay’s motion, made to reconsider the 
amendment which had been agreed to, putting it 
in the power of the respective States to distribute 
the arms as they thought py me came under dis- 
cussion. It was supported by» Messrs. Macon, 
Smitie, Stow, Fisk, and Lirrze, and opposed 
by Messrs. Roperts, Tattmades, Wiocery, 
Raga, and McCoy. 

{It was argued in favor of a reconsideration, 
that this amendment might defeat the object of 
the bill, which was to put arms into the hands of 
every young man when he attained the age of 
eighteen ; that this amendment placed it in the 
power of the State Legislatures to lay up the 
arms in an-armory, or to put them into the hands 
of a favored party; instead of arming the nation, 
the arms might be locked up from the people; it 
would be arming the Government against the 
people, and not placing the people in a situation 
to defend themselves against any oppression with 
which they might be menaced from whiatever 
quarter it might come. Allusions were made to 
the period when McPherson’s Blues threatened 
the peace of the city of Philadelphia, and to the 
Embargo times, in order to show that the arms 
would be safer in the hands of the people than 
laid up in armories by the States. 

Against the reconsideration it was contended, 
that the respective State Legislatures might 
safely be trusted with the power of distributing 
these arms; that they never could be supposed to 
become the oppressors of the people, since they 
were annually elected by the people; that the 
probability was, that they would distribute the 
arms among the citizens in such a manner as 
each State would deem best.calculated to render 
the militia efficient. Avs to the instances of im- 
proper conduct in a small number of individuals, 
alluded to, no danger could ever be apprehended 
from such momentary delusions. 

The question for reconsideration was nega- 
tived—yeas 52, nays 62, as follows: 
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Yeas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Bur- | ham, Williani A. Burwell, William Butler, Epaphro- 
well Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, | ditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Lewis Condit, 
John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, John Davenport, jun., Roger Davis, William Ely, Jas. 
James Cochran, William Savery Joseph Desha, | Emott, William Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, 
Samuel Dinsmoor, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, | Charles Goldsborough, Felix Grundy, Richard Jack- 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, | son, jun., Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob | jun-, Aaron Lyle, William McCoy, Alexander Mc- 
Hufty, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Peter Little, Kim, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jonathan 0. 
William Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Max- |.Moseley, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Timo- 
well, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, Samuel-| thy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Hugh Nel- William Reed, John Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, William 
son, Stephen Ormeby, Joseph’ Pearson, Israel Pickens, | Rodman, ‘Thomas Sammons, John Sevier, Adam Sey- 
James Pleasants, jr, Wm. M. Richardson, Henry M. | bert, Daniel Sheffey, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, Jno. Roane, Ebenezer Sage, ) Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Samuel Shaw, | George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Laban Whea- 
John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Silas Stow, | ton, Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, Wm. Widgery, 
William. Strong, Robert Wright, and David ‘R. Wil- | and Thomas Wilson. 


liams. A motion was then made by Mr. B. Hatt, to 
Naxs—Stevenson Archer, John Baker, David Bard, | amend the section by adding to the end thereof, 
Abijah Bigelow, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, | the following provisio: 
Elijah Brigham, William A. Burwell, William Butler, “ Provided, That the regulations made by any State 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Lewis or Territory shall not extend further than to cause the 
Cont oe Sayers a a a — arms to be taken care of; and, from ‘time to time, to 
arle, William , James Emott, Asa, Fitch, 5. : . ‘ 
R. Gold, Charles ‘Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Obed — sqeve .to be mypeined nd get in eunphee 
Hall, Richard Jackson, jun., Abner Lacock, Lyman Bef, ; k hi d 
Law, Joseph Lefever, Robt. Le Roy Livingston, Aaron . -¥ tena: wae 7 en on this amend- 
Lyle, William McCoy, Alexander McKim, James Mil- | ™eMt; the House adjourned, 
nor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Jonathan 
0. Moseley, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thos. 
Newton, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Ben- 
jamin Pond, Elisha R. Potter, William Reed, John | .. ‘ ; 
Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, John Se- lic Lands, presented a bill for the relief of Thos. 
vier, Adam. Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stan- | Orr; which was,read twice, and committed toa 
ford, Philip Stuart, Lewis. B. Sturges, Samuel Tag- | Committee of the Whole on Monday next. | 
gart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, George M.| The House proceeded to consider the amend- 
Troup, Charles “Turner, junior, Pierre Van Cortlandt, | ment of the Senate to the bill “ making appro- 





Touespay, February 18. 
Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 


| junior, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Robt. White- | priations for the support of an additional mili- 


hill, William Widgery, and Thomas Wilson. tary force ;” and the amendment being read, was 
Mr. Wittiams moved to amend the bill, by | concurred in by the House. — 
adding a*proviso to the amendment above al-| The House resolved itself into a Committee of 


luded to: “Provided such directions shall not | the Whole, on the bill authorizing the Secretary 
contravene the provisions contained ia the first | of the Treasury, under the direction of the Presi- 
section of this aet.’” [Which directs that every | dent of the United States, to. purchase of Wins- 
citizen arriving at the age of eighteen ‘shall be | low Lewis his patent right for a new mode of 


put in possession of .a stand of arms.] lighting light-houses ; which, being amended, and 
This motion was negatived—yeas 54, nays 55, | 2% appropriation of $60,000 made, the bill was 
as follows: ; : ; reported to the House, agreed to, and ordered to 


Yras—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, pe. nagrossed for:p shina reading, 
Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Black- PROVISIONAL ARMY. 
ledge, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew | Mr. Porter, agreeably to notice, offered to the 
Clay, co Pn, William Crawford, Joseph De- | House the following resolution: 
sha, Samuel Dinsmoor, James Fisk, Meshack Frank- Resolved, That a committee be avvointed b 
ie ; ; > ppointed to pre 
rs wana ooo ane a 7. a aa Sar pare and report a bill authorizing the President of "the 
Willia "E “Rin Saceue ef, P y» Sita Wil. United States to engage, commission, and organize a 
i : Lo , , woeied Me. meee eaee “ae v1, | provisional military force of twenty thousand men, in 
Ham Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, | addition to the force already authorized by law. 
Thomas Moore, Samuel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, Jas. . : 
Morgan, Jeremiah’ Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Stephen The House agreed to consider the resolution. 
Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Pi-| . Mr. Porrer said, that the resolution did not 
per, James Pleasants, jun., Peter B. Porter, Wm, M. | describe very definitely the species of force pro- 
Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, | posed to be raised. He had purposely couched it 
John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Saml. | in broad and general terms, to prevent any em- 
Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Rich- | barrassment to.the committee, should one be ap- 
- Stanford, Silas Stow, William Strong, David R.| pointed, whose duty it would be to peppere the 

illiams, and Robert Wright. bill. He would, however, submit to the House, 

Naxs—Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John | more minutely his own views in making the pro- 
Baker, David Bard, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brig- | position. His object was to provide a force sim- 

12th Con. Ist Szss.—34 
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ilar to the one proposed to be raised by the first 
volunteer bill reported by the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, and Which unfortunately, in his 
opinion, had been abandoned for one of a differ- 
ent description. His wish was to raise a tempo- 
rary force for immediate service, and applica- 
ble to any military object which the Govern- 
ment might feel disposed to accomplish before the 
Army of 25,000, whose formation would be ne- 
cessarily tardy, could be prepared for effective 
service. He wished to hold out an invitation to 
the enterprising young men who compose the 
volunteer militia, who already possess some know- 
ledge of military tactics ; and who, from patriotic 
motives, will cheerfully offer their services fora 
short period and for a definite object; but who 
will not submit to the drudgery of a camp for 
five years. He wished it to be distinctly under- 
stood, that his objeet was to make the services of 
the proposed corps contingent—not to be employed 
unless in the opinidn of the Executive they should 
be necessary, and not to be paid except wiren in 
actual service. This would prevent any unne- 
cessary expense to the Government. 

Mr. P. hoped his proposition would be met in 
the same spirit of candor in which it was offered. 
He was satisfied that on the success of this or 
some similar measure, the lives and fortunes of 
many of his immediate constituents, and of many 
other good people of the United States, were. in 
the event of a war with Great Britain, suspended. 
If we could repose any confidence in our own acts 
and declarations, we had already brought our- 
selves to the verge of such a war, and Great Brit- 
ain is by this time fully apprized of our intentions. 
What would be her course of conduct on the oc- 
casion? Would she remain supine and inactive. 
and suffer her territories to be wrested from her, 
and: her subjects butchered, without making an 
effort at resistance? No, this was not the char- 
acter of our enemy. Inthe numerous wars in 
which she had been engaged, she had rarely been 
known to give the second blow. And if we con- 
tinued to go on preparing for war in the good na- 
tured, desultory way we had hitherto pursued, he 
greatly feared that, by and bye, and when we least 
expect it, we shall receive a stroke which this na- 
tion may long have oceasion to lament; and for 
which, if justly imputable to our tardiness and 
indecision, we could neverbe forgiven.. He would 
not accuse any honorable member of apathy to 
the interests of the nation, but he feared we did 
not realize, as we ought, the highly critical situa- 
tion in which our measures had placed it. The 
business of making war was not to be trifled with ; 
it was time we should understand each other. 
Mr. P. said he had not the honor to be distinguish- 
ed for making high-toned war speeches. He 
confessed that it was not without hesitation and 
reluctance that he had brought himself to con- 
sent that the nation should abandon its present 
peaceful, and, in many respects, prosperous con- 
dition, for the uncertainties of war. But having, 
in common as he trusted, with a large majority 
of the House, satisfied himself that there was no 
other course to pursue consistently with the es- 











en ce 


sential rights and interests of an independent na. 

tion, he was disposed to commence and prosecute 

war, in the only way in which war could be syp- 

cessfully prosetuted; with vigor and decision. |; 

this course had not been, or should not be pursued. 

the responsibility would not rest upon his shou|. 
ers. 

Mr. P. said he felt it his duty, unpleasant as j; 
was, to repela charge which had been made agains 
one ‘deseription of the members of the House. 
and in which he might be supposed to be impli- 
cated. It had been more than once insinuated 


-that the members from the interior are most eager 


for war, because they would be least exposed to 
its calamities. The remark might have been bet. 
ter spared. It was, as to himself at least, wholly 
without foundation. His residence was on the 
Niagara river, directly opposite to the point where 
the whole of the physical force of Upper Canada 
was concentrated. He lived within reach of the 
guns of a British fort; and.no man, in proportion 
to what he had to risk, would put more at haz- 
ard.than himself in the conflict’ which is to ensue. 
He would say, too, (not, however, by. way of beg- 
ging quarters from the Canadians, for he should 
never do that,) that he had many valuable friends 


in Canada—men with whom he was in habits of 


almost daily intercourse, and for whom he enter- 
tained the warmest regard,» These men knew 
that the course which he was pursuing in this 
House, in relation to Great Britain, did not pro- 
ceed from hostility to them, nor to the peop! 
of the Canadas; but that it was dictated by the 
same love for the honor and prosperity of hi 
country, which they felt for theirs, and withou 
feeling which he should be unworthy of their 
friendship. Under such circumstances a war 
would be peculiarly distressing to him, as well on 
account of the exposed situation of himself ani 
friends within the United States, as of those in 
Canada, and with: whom it would bring him in 
collision. But he should feel himself unworthy 
the confidence of his country, if he could suffer 
such considerations to govern him ina great ques- 
tion involving the vital rights of the nation. ‘The 
safety of himself and his constituents was bot- 
tomed on.this belief, that, in case war is indis- 
pensable, it will be promptly undertaken, and 
speedily terminated ; that it will be honorably, a 
the same time that it is*vigorously conducted: 
and that it will mot be disgraced by the savage 
barbarities and petty depredations, which too olten 
characterize the wars carried on along the bor- 
ders of neighboring and hostile nations. 

Our professed object, at the outset of the war 
was to attack the British provinces; and here, he 
was ready to agree, the enemy was most vulnera- 
ble to our power. What, then, he would ask the 
House, as practical men, was the best course | 
pursue to attain this object with the least sactl- 
fice to ourselves? He possessed some knowleds' 
of the situation and strength of the Canada 
which he had derived, partly from personal 0}- 
servation, and partly from the information of r- 
spectable men who reside there. The Britis! 
have about five thousand regular troops in Que- 
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bec, confined exclusively to the defence of that} fortifications which this lapse of time will have 
fortress. ‘These they dare not march, in-case of | given them an opportunity toerect. During this 
war, to any distance from Quebec, lest their re-|-interval, too, we should be exposed to the miseries 
treat should be intercepted by a force, which could | of a savage war along our Western frontiers; and, 
always be raised and sent in from the New Eng-| on the North, to the predatory irruptions of the 
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land States, on a few days’ notice. They could | 
oppose no Obstacle to the subjugation of the upper | 
out: Independently of Quebec they had not 
more than two thousand or three thousand regu- 
lar troops in both the Canadas, and these dispers- 
ed Over a country as many miles in extent as 
there were numbers of men. They had no form- 
idable fortifications. Most of the efficiemt force 
they could oppose to ‘us, consisted in a raw and 
undisciplined militia of about twenty thousand, 
who were, in every respect, inferior to our own; 
inferior in arms and equipments, inferior in dis- 
cipline, and, he might well say, inferior in national 
spirit. No reinforcement could be thrown in until 
the St. Lawrence becomes navigable, which will 
be about the last day of May; and we might safely 
calculate that no troops would reach the upper | 
country before the first of July. Would it not, 
then be wise, (if our object really were to occupy 
the Canadas,) would.it not be a saving of blood 
and treasure to calculate on an invasion before | 
the time we had mentioned? We should all | 
agree that it would ; but, he-would ask whether | 
we had made any effectual provision for enabling | 
the President to take such a course? We must 
attack Canada, if at all, with regular troops or 
volunteers, or both. When he spoke of regular 
troops in contradistinction to volunteers, he meant 
by the former, men on long enlistments, who make 
the profession of arms their regular business ; and, | 
by the latter, men engaged for a short period and | 
fora definite object, although, strictly speaking, | 
they were both regular troops and both volun- 
teers. We had been told by some gentlemen, that | 
the only proper force for this purpose was an army 
of regular troops; that they were more effective 
than volunteers ; that it would be a wanton waste | 
of the best blood of the country to send volunteers 
onsuch aservice. He was ready to agree that reg- 
ular troops were better than volunteers; but had 
we got them? We have passed a law to raise 
twenty-five thousand regular troops, but no rea- 
| 
} 
| 


} 


sonable man would say that they could be all 
raised in time to effect any important service 
during the present year. The officers were not 
yet appointed. The men were to be recruited in 
every part of the United States, from Maine to 
Georgia and Tennessee, and it would require some 
montis, after their enlistment, to collect them to- 
gether, and march them-to some common place 
of rendezvous, on the enemy’s lines. The ques 
tion is not, then, the abstract one, whether regu- 


Canadians. 

Mr. P. said, that he had never entertained any 
doubts on this subject; and, although he profess- 
ed no skill as a military man, he could not hesi- 
tate in giving an opinion as-to the course we 
ought to pursue. Let us, said he, raise fifteen or 
twenty thousand volunteers in the Northern and 
Eastern States. They may be easily obtained in 
companies, already associated, armed and discip- 
lined, and ready to take the field by the middle of 
May. To these let us add six or eight thousand 
regular troops, or whatever number of the twenty- 
five thousand that shall thea have been imbodied. 
With this army we may overrun Canada, with 
the exception of Quebec, in a few weeks. Let 
the army descend to some point on the St. Law- 
rence between Montreal and Quebec; there let 
a military post. be established, and the regular 
troops stationed ; there the soldiers may have time 
to become dexterous artillerists, and the officers 
practical engineers. And, when they shall have 
acquired a competent degree of skill and science 
in their profession, and have been joined by other 
regular troops, they may proceed at their leisure, 
to the siege: and reduction of Quebec. As re- 
spects the injury to our enemy, Quebec were bet- 
ter in their hands than in ours. When its com- 
munication with the interior is cut off, the value 
of the Canadas will be lost to the British, and 
Quebec can only be supported at the immense 
expense of sending provisions from Europe. In 
the meantime, the volunteers may be detached 
from the Army, gointo the New England States, 
be there reinforced, and proceed to the attack of 
Halifax and the Eastern provinces. The danger 
suggested the other day by the honorable gentle- 
man from Georgia (Mr. Troup) of proceeding to 
Halifax, before-the reduction of Quebec, does not 
exist. The military maxim, that an enemy’s 
post is not to be left in your rear, does not apply. 
The distance between those places is so great, the 
country so rugged, barren, and inhospitable, that 
it would be next to impossible to march an army 
from one place tothe other. Beside, the garrison 
at Quebec would be always kept in check by our 
army stationed above it. During the whole of 
this time, the recruiting service would go on to 
supply the places of the volunteers, portions of 
whom would be successively dismissed, until the 
whole army would be converted into regular 
troops. 

If he was not greatly deceived as to the spirit 


lar troops are better than volunteers ; but whether | and inclinations of the Northern people, there 
it is better to attack Canada with volunteers, | would be no difficulty in obtaining any number 
while we have nothing to. oppose us but militia, ! of volunteers that might be required, on the short- 
greatly inferior to our own; or whether it will| est notice. If the State ef New York stood alone, 
be better to delay a year, and then make the in-| unconnected with her sister States, and felt the 
vasion with regular troops, when we shall be met | same disposition to take Canada, which we pro- 
not only by regular, but by highly disciplined | fess to feel, she would have invited out her militia 
veteran troops, every way superior to ours, and | and reduced it in about half the time we have 
they, too, aided by an improved militia, and the | been talking about making preparations to do it 
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New York and Vermont will furnish the. requisite 
number of men, if you will fairly give them the 
invitation. They are ready to offer their patri- 
otic services to the Government for this enter- 
prise; but they will not become slaves tothe Army 
for five years. 

But, said Mr..P., the question in this House 
was not so much whether volunteers were the 
proper force to commence the war, as it was how 
we were to avail ourselves of their.services ? 
Some gentlemen were of opinion that they could 
not be marched out of the United States; for the 

urposes of offensive war, in the character of mi- 
itia, but that they must be organized as regular 
or federal troops. Other gentlemen were of opin- 
ion, that they might be marched out as militia. 
And those who held the latter opinion, were again 
divided as to the grounds upon which they sup- 
ported it. 


Provisional Army. 
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erty of the citizens for the purpose of conductine 
the war; that, aving a right to all the physical 
force of the nation for the purposes of war, we 
have, therefore, a right to the militia as a part oj 
that physical force. , 
Independently of the questionable propositions 
laid down in this argument, his friend would par. 
don him for saying that the argument itself was 
not logical, inasmuch as his conclusion did po; 
follow his premises. If the propositions are true. 
that we have a right to the physical force of the 
nation for the purpose of carrying on the war. 
and that we act, in.respect fo the war, asa na- 
tional Government without the agency of the 
States, the true eouclusion must be, that the mil- 
itia cannot be employed in war. He wished to 
be understood as using the term war in exactly 
the same, sense in which it had been used by the 
gentleman from South Carolina, as denoting a 


His honorable friend from South Carolina, (Mr. state of avowed, open, offensive war, in contra- 


CuEves,) in his very ingenious argument on the 
volunteer bill, had not only most skilfully, but, 
he was fearful, too successfully, contended that 
Congress have the right to coerce the militia into 
foreign service. Others denied that they could 
be legally compelled into service, but insisted 
thatthey might be employed under a voluntary 
contract. Mr. P. said,.he had given his opinion 
on this subject at an early stage of.the debate on 
the volunteer bill; and all he had heard or seen 
since had only tended to confirm his opinion, that 
militia cannot be.employed under the Federal 
Government in foreign war. After the able dis- 
cussion which the question had undergone, he 
could hardly hope to add anything to influence 
the sentiments of the House. But, as the ques- 
tion was all-important in deciding on the proposi- 


tion he had on submitted—as the adequacy of 


the forces already raised, and, of course, the ne- 
cessity of an additional one, must depend wholly 
on the question, whether the militia volunteers 
can be marched to Canada, he would make a few 
remarks on some of the extraorcinary proposi- 


tions that had been advanced on this subject as | 


Constitutional doctrines. 
The positions advanced in the argument of the 
» gentleman from South Carolina, if he had rightly 
understood them, were these: that the Govern- 
ment of the United States partakes of the two- 
fold character of a federal and national govern- 
ment; that, in some of its features, it is federal, 
or a government of States, operating indirectly 
upon the persons and property of the citizens 
through the agency of the rate authorities, and, 
in other features strictly national, operating di; 
rectly upon the people; that the system of na- 
tional defence against domestic insurrection and 
foreign invasion, intended to be attained by means 
of the militia, as provided by the Constitution, 
exhibits a federal view of our Government, and is 
a system confined exclusively toa lime of peace ; 
that, in time of war, the Government assumes a 
national character as to all the operations and pur- 
poses of the war; that Congress have the sole 





distinction to the defensive operations assigned 
by the Constitution to the militia. Are the mil- 
itiaa partof the physical force of the national! 
Government? No, the militia are the artificial 
‘force of the States. They are the political insti- 
tutions of the States. _They are officered, com- 
manded, and trained by State authority. They 
live, move, and have their being by the political 
breath of State authority, and the very moment 
that authority is withdrawn, they cease to exis, 
It does not follow, then, that, because we havea 
right to the physical force of the country for the 
purposes of war, we have, therefore, a right \ 
the militia.. But the converse of this conclusion 
follows from the other proposition, namely, the 
in regard to.all the operations of war we act asa 
national Government, and State authority is no! 
known; inasmuch as the militia in their orgav- 
ized capacity cannot exist, even in imagination 
| without supposing at the same time the continue! 
existence and co-operation of State authority. 
| The fair conclusion from the gentleman’s preu- 
| ises is the true Constitutional doctrine for whici 
I contend, that, if you use militiamen, who ar 
the physical, force of the nation, you must form 
them into federal troops, and commission them 
by national authority, which, the gentleman has 
} correctly stated, is the only authority known it 
| time of foreign war for the purposes of that war. 











Among the difficulties with which the gentle: 
| man had been obliged to contend in the course oi 
| his argument, he had been met at the thresholl 

by the provision of the Constitution which de- 
clares the purposes for which Congress may ca! 
forth the militia. He had acknowledged tha 
| the Constitution was only a delegation of specifi 
| powers for particular purposes, and that all pow: 
ters not expressly granted were retained. He ha 
acknowledged, too, as a universal rule of cot 
, struction, that, where there is an enumeration © 
particuiar powers in relation to any subject, tle 
presumption is conclusive that alk similar powe' 
or all other powers in relation.to the same su 
ject, were intended to be withheld. He is oblige’ 





power to declare and wage war, and that. this | therefore, to concede as a consequence, that ‘i! 
power involves a right to the persons and prop- | enumeration in the Constitution of the purpost 
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for which the militia are.to be employed, excludes 
the idea of employing them for any other pur- 
ose. How does the gentleman avoid the force 
of this reasoning? Why, sir, he tells us that 
this provision o the Constitution is limited ex- 
clusively to a time of peace, and that he looks to 
a different part of-the Constitution for a right to 
employ the militiain time of war. Whence is 
the idea of such a limitation inferred? The 
phraseology of the Constitution is general, and 
is applicable equally to all times. Do the-occa- 
sions On Which the militia are to be called out 
denote exclusively atime of peace? They are 
to be called out to execute the. laws, to suppress 
insurrections, and to repel invasions.. An inva- 
sion, as well as an insurrection, or an opposition 
tothe laws, may, according to the gentleman’s 
idea, occur in time of peace, or at a time other 
than that of open and declared war ; but he must 
acknowledge that they are all as likely, at least, 
to happen in time of war as peace. 

Our ideas of the militia system were derived 
fom Great Britain, whence we received. most of 
our political institutions. It was fair, in this case, 
asin others, where we adopt their terms and sys- 
tems, to look for definitions and explanations of 
them to their laws, without which they are gen- 
erally unintelligible. 

The militia system in Great Britain was, placing 
arms in the hands of all the independent yeoman- 
ryof the country ; organizing them into military 
corps; training and preparing them for efficient 
service. The objects were, to defend the country 
against foreign invasion; and to protect the lib- 
erties of the subject against domestic tyranny. 
The functions of the militia are regulated by the 
actsof Parliament. They are to be employed to 
execute the laws, to suppress rebellions, and re- 
pel invasions. These are the only purposes for 
which they can be employed, and to these they 
are equally applicable in time of war and time of 
peace, They cannot be used in foreign war; 
they cannot be taken out of the kingdom. The 
provisions of our Constitution in relation to the 
employment of the militia were, undoubtedly, 
suggested by those in the British statutes, of which 
they seem to be a transcript, only that we substi- 
tute the term “insurrection” for “rebellion,” which 
means the samething. We have one peculiarity 
in respect to the organization of our militia. 
They are officered and trained by State aathori- 





' ty, instead of that of the General Government, 
| to which is committed the power of peace or 
' war. Why this precaution? Not, assuredly, to 
' make them a more efficient military force, by 


dividing the command among the seventeen in- 
dependent authorities, but for the obvious purpose 
of providing a protection to the State govern- 
ments against the encroachments of the General 
Government. It is not to be supposed, then, that 
the framers of the Constitution, after showing 
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control of their militia, to be sent to any part of 
the. world. If the militia are necessary to the 
protection of the State sovereignties in time of 
peace, they are emphatically so in time of war, 
when the States are surrounded by foreign and 
domestic armies. 

The distinction between the duties of militia 
and of an army, is simple and obvious. It is not 
only recognised in the Constitution, but in our 
bills of rights, and in public writers on the ele- 
mentary principles of government—it exists in 
the nature of things. There are two distinct pur- 
poses to which the physical force of a nation is 
applicable—the one relating to its safety and ex- 
istence, the other regarding only its policy. The 
duties of militia are, to execute the laws, to sup- 
press insurrections, and repel invasions. Without 
this power to effect these purposes, Government 
could not be maintained. These duties are not 
optional, but compulsory ; for, without the power 
to command their services for these purposes, 
society would be dissolved. The business of for- 
eign war isa totally distinct thing—it is a mat- 
ter of policy, and it can never be good policy to 
prosecute a war which has become so unpopular, 
that the whole pecuniary resources of the country 
will not enable you to hire men to carry it on. 
The services of the army are therefore voluntary. 

But we are told, that the right to employ the 
militia is incidental to the power of declaring 
war. This power to declare war, aided by the 
magical delusion produced by calling it a sover- 
eign power, is made to include a right to the per- 
sons and purses of our citizens, for the purpose 
of conducting the war. The idea of deducting 
powers from our sovereignty, was, I believe, quo- 
ted from the works of General Hamilton—a man, 
the unceasing labor of whose political life was 
employed in attempts to break down the State 
governments and to establish a monarchial one 
in their stead. His favorite argument, when he 
wished to extend the powers of the General Gov- 
ernment, was, that the Government was sovereign 
as to all the purposes for which it was established 
—-that war, for instance, was one of these purposes, 
and therefore, we are sovereign, or have discretion- 
ary powers as to all the operations and incidents 
of war. The argument meant nothing, or it meant 
too much. If it only meant that there were cer- 
tain powers delegated to us by the Constitution, 
and that these were sovereign, it meant nothing 
as an argument to ascertain our powers, because 
the Constitution itself would always be the best 
and the only criterion to determine the nature 
and extent of those powers. If it was méant to 
confer powers which are not delegated, it was in 
direct violation of an express article of the Con- 
stitution. Sovereignty is the power to do as we 
please. It is a property which, strictly speaking, 
exists no where but with the Almighty. As to 
political sovereignty, whatever of it exists in this 


such extreme jealousy towards the powers of | country rests with the people, who alone have a 


the General Government as is exhibited in every 
part of it, and especially on the subject of the 
militia, would commit to this Government the 
sole power to declare war, and with it, the entire 


right to direct the powers of the Government. 
The essence of sovereignty consists in the exer- 
cise of an undefined latitude of discretion. The 
Federal Government is perhaps the last in the 
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world which can be called sovereign, because 
there is none whose discretion is more limited 
and circumscribed. If we are sovereign, this 
quality is the effect and not the cause: of our 
powers. IJf1 wished to show that we were sov- 
ereign as to any subject, I would show the broad 
and plenary. power which the Constitution -had 
committed fto-us in relation to that subject; and 
hence I would infer that'we were sovereign, But 
I would never resort to our sovereignty to prove 
the existence of powers which are not delegated 
by the Constitution. 

What are our powers in relationto war? We 
have the right to declare war; but does this in- 
volve.a right to the persons and purses of the 
people to carry iton? The terms do not import 
it;-and I have never understood it to be so con- 
sidered.. The King of England has’ the sole 
power to declare war; but he has not therefore a 
right to the persons and property of his subjects 
for the purpose of conducting it. He has not the 
power to employ a man, but: by his voluntary 
contract, and he has no means of paying his sol- 
diers, but by the aid of Parliament. They hold 
the power of the purse. The effect of a declara- 
tion of war, is to confer certain powers on the 
Executive and to change the exterior relations of 
the country; but it has nothing to do with the 
meéans of conducting war. These meansare giveh 
in another part of the Constitution. They are 
given in the powers to raise armies, and to levy 
taxes tosupportthem. The idea of coercing men 
into foreign service, isso utterly repugnant to the 
genius of a free Government, that it should never 
have entered into the imaginations of the framers 
of the Constitution. It is an infringement of the 
personal liberty of the citizens, which no political 
necessity can justify. There is not a more de- 
testable feature in the tyranny of Bonaparte than 
his power of conscription—the power which he| 
exercises of compelling his subjects to fight the 
battles of his ambition against their will. There 
is not a more odious practice under the British 
Government, than that of impressing seamen into 
their navy. 1 call.ita practice, because even in 
the military Government of Great Britain they 
dare not avow the principle—they dare not assert 
the right of taking men without their consent. 
And shall we, in this Republican Government, in 
this land of liberty, assert the doctrine that our 
citizens may be forced from their families, their | 
occupations, their homes, their country, te carry 
on foreign war? I feel no apprehensions of the 
practical enforcement of this principle. When 
the people agree tamely to submit to it, they will 
have ceased to deserve to be free. 

Mr. P. said, that he would make only one or 
two remarks in reply, particularly to the gentle- 
men who contend for the more palatable doetrine, 
that militia may be employed in offensive war 
with their own consent; as many of the observa- 
tions he had already made, would apply equally 
in refutation of this doctrine. 

Our notions of liberty in this country are. so 





rather to take them for the law and the Constity- 
tion. Gentlemen seemed indignant at the idea 
that the militia, for whom we never fail to express 
our,just attachment in this House, could not oo 
where and when they pleased. His friend from 
Kentucky (Mr. Jounson) had asked, the other 
day, with great emphasis and feeling: “What! 
shall not afreeman be permitted to serve his coun- 
try ?” He would answer: Yes; a freeman might 
be permitted to serve his country ; but the very 
essence of that freedom consisted in the cireum- 
stance that he could not-serve in the manner he 
might choose, but in the mode only which has been 
prescribed by law. Our liberty was that of the law 
and not the unrestrained indulgence of our own 
wills. The laws have assigned certain duties to 
militia, and certain other and distinct duties to 
the army.. A militiaman might join the army — 
a whole company, or even a whole regiment of 
militia might turn out together,and agree with 
the Government to go and fight in Canada. But, 
by this very agreement, they would cease to be 
militia; having abandoned the proper business 
of militia and undertaken that of the army, they 
must be converted into Federal troops. The dif- 
ference between him and the gentleman was 
rather a difference of legal form than of substance. 
It arose from not attending to the peculiar and 
complex structure of our Government. If our 
Government, like that of Great Britain, were an 
integral one, and the army and militia under the 
exclusive control of Congress, there would be no 
difficulty—a simple agreement by the militia with 
the Government to go into foreign service, would, 
in that case, convert them into regular troops. 
But the militia and army are commissioned by, 
and act under distinct authorities; and if the 
militia engage in foreign war, they. must put off 
their State liveries and assume those of the Gen- 
ral Government. Mr. P. said, that when he heard 
it publicly asserted that the President was dispo- 
sed to carry on a national war with militia, and 
when he reflected on the tendency of a proposi- 
tion submitted yesterday in the report of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, to support this war by 
State contributions; by making requisitions on 
the States for money, instead of raising it by the 
Constitutional mode of taxation, he began to be 
alarmed for the fate of the Federal Government. 
He feared that we were going back at least to the 
old principles of the Confederation. 

r. P. said, that nothing but his sense of the 
importance of the proposition .he had submitted, 
and of the importance of a fair understanding of 
this Constitutional question, to its success, could 
have induced him to try their patience on this 
dry and exhausted subject. He had not expected 
to convert gentlemen to his opinion. He had 
only hoped to satisfy them that he had reasonable 
grounds to doubt the correctness of theirs; and, 
if the subject were doubtful, to persuade thera that 
it would be better to raise a force, of the efficiency 
of which there could be no question, rather than 
to depend upon the militia volunteers, What 





extended, that we are some times apt to set them in | would be the situation of the President, if he were 
array against the Jaw and the Constitution, or) to send the militia,even by their own consent 
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jnto Canada,.and they should there refase to con- 
tinue in service, and to obey the orders of their 
oficers ? Would he willingly execute upon them 
the high and capital penalties of the martial law? 
He presumed not. e would not undertake to 
say what the President’s opinion was on the Con- 
stitutional question. He had heard it was,both 
ways. As no man, however, had more confidence 
in the correctness of the views of the President in 
respect to the powers of the Government, or, in 
his disposition to execute with integrity what he 
believed to be his official duties, than he had, he 
would pledge his reputation that the President 


would never march a militiaman into Canada | the present session. 


with a view to its conquest. If he were correct 
then in this conjecture, what force bad, we given 
the President? We had made a parade in pass- 
ing laws to raise twenty-five thousand regular 
troops, and fifty thousand volunteers, but, in truth 
and in fact, we had not given him a single man; 
and yet some gentlemen were complaining that 
the Committee of Foreign Relations had not.re- 
ported a declaration of war. Should they insult 
the President by telling him to go to war, when he 
had nota man to fight with? Let us give him 
an efficient force. and then it will be time to au- 
thorize him to employ it. 

The question was taken without further debate, 
and the resolution was negatived—yeas 49, nays 
58, as follows: 

Yras—William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, David 
Bard, William Blackledge, William A. Burwell, Mat- 
thew Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, William 
Crawford, Roger Davis, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, 
William Findley, James Fisk, Thos. Gholson, Bolling 
Hall, Aylett Hawes, Joseph Kent, Wm. R. King, .Ab- 
ner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Aaron Lyle, 
Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, 
Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Jeremiah Mor- 
row, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, Stephen Orms- 
by, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, 
jun., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Wm, M. Rich- 
ardson, John Rhea, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sam- 
mons, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
George Smith, Silas Stow, Uri Tracy, Charles Tur- 
ner, jun., and Robert Whitehill. 

Nays—Willis Alston, jun., John Baker, Burwell 


Bassett, William W. Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, Harma- | 


nus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, Eli- 
jah Brigham, William Butler, Epaphroditas Cham- 


pion, Langdon Cheves, Martin Chittenden, John Da- 


venport, jr., Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, 
Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas R. Gold, Ed- 
win Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Obed Hall, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, jr., Lyman Law, Jo- 


seph Lewis, jr., Robert Le Roy Livingston, William 


Lowndes, Nathaniel Macon, Geo. C. Maxwell, Archi- 
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ARMING THE MILITIA.: 

The House resumed the consideration,of the 
bill for arming the militia; when Mr. B. Hauw’s 
amendment being under consideration—for limit- 
ing the operation of the amendment which gives 
to the respective State Legislatures the power of 
disposing of the arms as they may direct, to the 
mode of taking care of the arms— 

Mr. Roserts said, that this amendment would 
be at variance with the one already agreed to. 
Upon the whole, it did not appear to him likely, 
from the difficulties which attended the business, 
that anything could be matured on the subject at 
He, therefore, moved that 

the bill, with the amendment, be postponed indefi- 
nitely. 
The motion was negatived—yeas 35, nays 62, 
| as follows: 
Yeas—Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Elijah Brigham, 
Harmanus Bleecker, Epaphroditus Champion, John 
Davenport, jun., William Ely, William Findley, Asa 
Fitch, Richard Jackson, junior, Lyman Law, Robert 
Le Roy Livingston, Alexander McKim, James Milnor, 
| Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, William 
Piper, ‘Timothy Pitkin, jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. 
Porter, Elisha R Potter, Josiah Quincy, Jonathan 
Roberts, William Rodman, Thomas Sammons, Adam 
Seybert, John Smilie, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Tag- 
gart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Charles Tur- 
ner, jr. Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and Robert 
Whitehill. 

Nays—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, John Baker, Burwell Bassett, William 
Blackledge, James Breckenridge, William A. Burwell, 
William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Martin Chitten- 
| den, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, 
Roger Davis, Elias Earle, James Fisk, Meshack Frank- 
lin, Thomas Gholson, Charles Goldsborough, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grun- 
| dy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob 
Hufty, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, 
Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr.; Peter Little, Wm. 
Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. 
Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel 
McKee, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nel- 
son, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pear- 
| son, Israel Pickens, James Pleasants, jr., Henry M. 

Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, 
| Ebenezer Sage, Daniel Sheffey, George Smith, John 
| Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, George M. 
Troup, Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 
| The question was then taken on Mr. B. Hauw’s 
amendment, which was negatived—yeas 51, nays 
| 55, as follows: 











Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Bur- 
well Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, 
John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, 


bald McBryde, James Milnor, James Morgan, Jona- | James Cochran, Lewis Condit, Joseph Desha, Samuel 


than O. Moseley, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, 
Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Pot- 





Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Fisk, Meshack Frank- 
lin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, I. L. Green, 


ter, Josiah Quincy, Henry M. Ridgely, John Roane, | Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, 
Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, John Smilie,| Jacob Hufty, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Joseph 
John Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Lewis) [,efever, Peter Little, William Lowndes, Nathaniel 
B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archi- 
George M. Troup, Leonard White, William Widgery, | paid McBryde, Samuel McKee, James Morgan, Hugh 
Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. Nelson, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph 

So the resolution was rejected. Pearson, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleas- 
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ants, jr., William M. Richardson, Samuel Ringgold, 
John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Samuel Shaw, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, 
and Robert Wright. 

Nays—Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John 
Baker, David Bard, Abijah Bigelow, Adam Boyd, 
Harmanus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, William A. 
Burwell, Elijah Brigham, William Butler, Epaphro- 
ditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Davenport, 
jun., Roger Davis, William Ely, William Findley, Asa 
Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin 
Gray, Richard Jackson, jr., Abner Lacock, Lyman 
Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
Aaron Lyle, William McCoy, Alexander McKim, Jas. 
Milnor, Jeremiali Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thos. 
Newbold, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R: Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, Wm. Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, John Rhea, 
Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Thos..Sammons, 
Daniel Sheffey, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Saml. 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, George M. 
Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leon- 
ard White, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, and 
Thomas Wilson. 

'» The question was now, “Shall the bill be en- 
grossed for a third reading ? 

This was opposed by Messrs. Brieuam and 
Prrxin, principally on account of the fines, &c., 
ostenteut in the bill. The latter gentleman de- 
nied the right of Congress to impose any fine on 
militiamen before they came into the service of 
the United States; and cited the act of 1792, to 
show that no penalties were inflicted in that law. 

Mr. Macon replied to them, and said there 
could be no doubt but the power vested in Con- 
gress by the Constitution, “to provide for organ- 
ing, arming, and disciplining the militia,” in- 
cluded the power to make suitable provisions for 
preventing the arms from being made away with. 
It would be strange to say, that when Congress 
put arms into the hands of the militia, they could 
not make regulations for their preservation for 
the use of the public. The reason why nothing 
of this kind was provided in the law of 1792 was, 
Congress had not then put arms into the hands 
of the militia. 

Mr. Mitnor spoke against the bill, principally 
on account of its objectionable penal clauses, and 
concluded his observations with a. motion to 
strike out the fourth section; but on his taking 
his seat, a motion was made and carried to ad- 
journ. 





Wepnespay, February 19. 


Mr. Wincery presented the petition of Nathan- 
iel Cogswell, praying that his losses by Spanish 
spoliations, amounting to $146,200, might be re- 
imbursed to him.—Referred to ‘the Secretary of 
State. 

Mr. Ruea, from the committee appointed on 
the tenth instant, presented a bill to alter the 
time of holding the Circuit Courts of the United 
States at Knoxville, in the District of East Ten- 
nessee, in the State of Tennessee; which was 
read twice, and ordered to be engrossed and read 
the third time to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Quincy, the several petitions 
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of the manufacturers of salt within the State of 
Massachusetts, presented the eighth, twelfth, thir- 
teenth, and seventeenth. of June, 1809, were refor- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the report 
of the Committee of Ways and Means proposing 
a system for raising’ the revenue necessary fo; 
the service of the. present and two succeedin- 
years, c 
Mr. Lewts presented a petition of sundry jp- 
habitants Of that part of Fairfax county, in Vir- 
ginia, heretofore included in the parish of Fair- 
fax, praying to be authorized to sell the glebe 
lands lying in said parish, and that the proceeds 
thereof may be distributed among the inhabitants 
of that parish, in the postions to which they may, 
respectively, be entitled. Referred to the Com. 
mittee fer the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Wrient, from the committee appointed on 
the second ultimo, presented a bill for the pro- 
tection, recovery, and indemnification of Ameri- 
ean seamen; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Wiole on Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr. Porter, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, réported a bill supplementary to the 
act to raise an additional military force. 

Mr. P. said it would be extremely inconvenient 
for the Executive authority to make all the ap- 
pointments of the officers for this additional mili- 
tary force immediately, for want of proper infor- 
mation on the subject; it would be particularly 
so to make all on the same day, and it was a rule 
in the Army that promotions:should be regulated 
by the date of commissions. This bill provides, 
therefore, that all appointments made during the 
present session shall bear the same date. It was 
mtended’ also to supply an omission in the law 
respecting the light artillery and light dragoons. 

Mr. P. wished, if there were no objection, that 
the bill should be ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading > but, Mr. Quincy objecting to this 
course, the bill was committed for to-morrow. 

A Message. was received and read from the 
President of the United States, covering a report 
in compliance with a resolution of this House of 
the 19th of December, calling for a System of 
rules-and regulations proper to be adopted for 
training and disciplining the regular troops and 
militia of the United States.—Referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

The Speaker laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of War,:in conformity to the 
act of 1794, containing an account of ‘the expen- 
diture in the fabrication and repair of arms in 
the armories of the United States; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

The ‘House went into a Committee of the 
Whole. on a report on the petition of Jared Shat- 
tuck. After some discussion on the report, the 
Committee’ rose, and had leave to sit again. 

The bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to purchase Winslow Lewis’s patent 
right for a new method of lighting light-houses. 
was read.a third time, and passed. 

Mr. B. Hatt said he found that considerable 
alarm had been. produced by the-report of the 
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Committee of Ways and Means in relation to 
war taxes, which he proposed to-allay by the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of author- 
izing the citizens of the several States and Territories 
to furnish for the seamen, marines, and army, of the 
United States, the various necessary articles of cloth- 
ing—the-expenses for clothing, &c., to be apportioned 
among the several States and Territories in conformity 
with the Constitutional principles of levying a direct 
tax; and whether, and how far, it may be practicable 
or expedient. for any, and what, articles of provisions 
or supplies for the Army and Navy, to be furnished by 
the citizens of the several States and Territories, in 
lieu of duties, excises, or taxes.” 

Some objection being made to the reference of 
this resolution, Mr. B. Hauu said, that ten. mil- 
lions of dollars. could be more easily paid in this 
way in Georgia, than two millions in specie; 
why, then, said Ire, not suffer the people at once 
to furnish the articles wanted, instead of the 
money to purchase them with? It would, indeed, 
take the business out of the hands of the con- 
tractors; but that would be no loss to the nation. 
It was no more than a proposition for the con- 
sideration of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
If they deemed the plan impracticable, they would 
say so. He hoped, therefore, it would be agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Ruea, the resolution was 
ordered to lie upon the table and to be printed. 


ARMING THE MILITIA. 


The House tesumed the consideration of the 
bill for arming the militia of the United States; 
when the question was taken on Mr. Mrinor’s 
motion to strike out the fourth section, and nega- 
tived, there being only twenty-eight votes for it. 

Mr. Firca thea moved to strike out the second, 
fifth, and sixth sections of the bill, with the view 
of leaving it ‘to the State Legislatures to make 
such provisions for preserving the arms, after they 
were put into the hands of the citizens, as they 
might deem proper. 

Motion negatived without a division. 

Mr. Ruea moved to strike out all that part of 
the first section of the bill, which relates to fines, 
&c.; and if this motion succeeded, he proposed 
afterwards to move to strike out the ninth see- 
tion, so as to leave all the regulations for pre- 
serving the guns from being lost, or made away 
with, to the States. 

After some debate, the motion was negatived, 
there being only thirty-three votes for it. 
aie question being on the engrossment of the 

l —— 

Mr. Ruea said: Mr.Speaker, this bill, like many 
things in this world, presents itself with an ap- 
pearance very imposing indeed, and in a manner 
almost peremptory demands assent. The’ title, 
viz: “a bill supplementary to an act making pro- 
vision for arming and equipping the whole body 
of the militia of the United States ;” promises 
largely, but an attentive consideration of the bill 


itself will cast the darkening shade of doubt over | imprisonment, about a gun; a gun, too, which, if 


the promise. 
Several attempts have been made to give to 


this bill amendments, by which a Constitutional 
system of arming the militia might have been 
obtained, if the original law to which this is de- 
signed to be a supplement had been faulty ; but 
these attempts have failed; and we are now called 
upon to declare whether the bill shall be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

This bill appears to be one of that species which 
is designed rather as an experiment on the under- 
standing, and to ascertain to what the mind will 
submit in order to obtain one favorite principle ; 
it contains in itself the cause of its extinction; it 
contains one or two rays of light, but they are so 
obscure as to be searcely visible. 

The first section of the bill provides, “ that from 
‘and after the first day of April, in the year eigh- 
; 

teen hundred and thirteen, each and every free 
‘ able-bodied white male person of the United 
‘ States, upon arriving at the age of eighteen 
‘ years,and being enrolled in the militia of any 
fone of the United States or of the Territories 
‘ thereof, shall within six months thereafter be en- 
‘ titled to receive one stand of arms, the right of 
* which shall be vested inalienably in him, and 
* shall not be subject to be levied upon or distrain- 
‘ed to satify any demand whatever.” If the res- 
idue of the first section had been struck out, as 
was proposed, and if the second, third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth and ninth sections had also been struck out 
of the bill, it then would have contained asystem 
of arming which could have teen understandingly 
and Constitutionally voted for—but the residue 
of the first section and the other sections allided 
to being retained, and they containing a series of 
provisions creating obligations for taking oaths 
and imposing penalties of fines and imprisonments 
in relation to the stand of arms. and also creating 
a system of expensive prosecution for recovering 
fines, and imposing imprisonments on the militia- 
man who may take the gun, the bill presents it- 
self in a shape so questionable, that however de- 
sirable it may be to make a farther appropriation 
to arm the militia, it may he better not to engross 
this bill for a third reading, than to engross and 
pass it, so that thereby an evil may be warded off 
from the militiaman, which may be more than a 
balance for the benefit he will have by. receiving 
the offered gun of the United States thereby. 

This bill contains a kind of dilemma, catching 
at either an affirmative or a negative vote. Ifa 
negative vote is given, immediately an exclama- 
tion is heard, “so then you are opposed to arming 
the whole body of the militia!” And ifan affir- 


mative vote is given. it may then be urged “if 


you really did intend to give a gun to me to be 
my own. inalienably, why did you load the gift 
with penalties, fines, and imprisonment, and even 
in certain cases, provide that I shall be compelled 
| to return the gun to you, as is provided for in the 
sixth section of the bill,?” Such is the bill—and 
who of us would advise an independent young 
militiaman to receive agun on the terms pro- 
posed; and thereby subject himself to fines and 


like some heard of, would be good for little, and 
as likely to wound himself at the first discharge 
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as otherwise ? It is, indeed, unfortunate that the 
principle of arming the militia, had not been 
presented in its own plain dress, unadorned with 
the thorny trappings of fines and imprisonments, 
and in such manner that the regulations for dis- 
tributing the arms had- been left for the conside- 
ration of the, Legislatures of the several States 
respectively. 

The Constitution of the United States certainly 
cannot be construed to intend that Congress shall 
goto arm the militia in the manner proposed, and 
under a system of fines and imprisonments. 

By. the eighth section of the first article of the 
Constitution, power is given to Congress “to 
provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining 
the militia.” The words expressing the delegated 
power are not “to organize, arm, and discipline 
the militia.” Had these active words been used, 
the power given would have been immediate and 
direct ;- Congress then would, in a consolidating 
point ef view, have been the soleagent. But this 
power was guarded against, and the words “to 
provide for organizing,arming, and disciplining the 
militia,” were used—words which do evidently 
relate to an agent other than Congress; and that 
the power given to Congress was only, in this 
case, to provide the arms, reserving tothe several 
States the distribution of the arms to the militia, 
under such regulations as the Legislatures of the 
respective States may adopt. 

We contend, said Mr. R., that the militia are 
regulated by the laws of the respective States, 
excepling the mere rules of discipline which Con- 
gress may prescribe, for that part of the militia 
that may. be employed in the service of the United 
States. This-appears to be the true intent and 
meaning of the clause in the Constitution ; and 
will be more manifest when the whole clause, 
which is in the following words, is considered : 
The Congress shall have power “to provide for 
‘ organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, 
‘and for governing such part of them as may. be 
‘ employed in the sérvice of the United States ; re- 
‘serving to the States respectively the appoint- 
‘ ment of the officers and the authority of training 
‘ the militia, according to the discipline prescribed 
‘by Congress.” Here it appears, that although 
the first part of the clause gives power to Con- 
gress to provide for disciplining the militia, that 
part is limited and explained by the latter part of 
the clause, by which the authority of training the 
militia, according to the discipline prescribed by 
Congress, is reserved to the States. The power, 
then, to provide for disciplining the militia, given 
to Congress, means no more than to prescribe the 
discipline, and tothe States respectively is reserv- 
ed the power of training the militia according to 
the discipline prescribed by Congress. In this 
manner is the power to provide for organizing 
and arming the militia; that .is, the Congress 
shall have power to provide arms-for the militia, 
but to the States is reserved the power of distrib- 
uting the arms, and to make rules and regulations 
relative thereto. 

This construction, which flows from the very 
terms of the clause, goes to prevent all difficulty 
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that might arise on this subject between the Uni- 
ted States and the several States. By this con- 
struction,-the line of difference between the dele- 
gated and reserved powers is clearly described 
and drawn, so that he who runs may read. 

This bill, in the first instance, pretends freely 
and graciously to give, and inalienably too, a gun 
to a young militiaman, eighteen years of age, 
just enrolled on the muster-list, or six months 
thereafter. Why ‘this limitation of time? If 
the gun is really intended to be given, why not 
give itat any time, without limitation ? But this 
free gift of a gun is loaded with penalties of fines 
and imprisonments, which may cause the militia- 
man to refuse the gun. And if the bill shall be 
a law, and my opinion, said, Mr. R., shall here- 
after be asked by any militiaman in Tennessee, 
relative to his taking the gun under such penal- 
ties, I certainly would answer. No, do not take the 
gun, but go and buy a gun for yourself, and be 
independent. 

In respect to the penalties prescribed by the bill, 
it is argued, that penalties of fines and imprison- 
ments are necessary to preserve the gun. This 
is bottomed on a supposition that militiamen are 
careless or fraudulent. This very idea will event- 
ually hinder the acceptance of the gun by every 
young militiaman possessed of a soul of honor 
and magnanimity ; his language will be: You 
have talked much about giving mea gun and you 
have made a law about it; butif you intended to 
have really given the gun to me, why did you 
load the gun with penalties of fines and impris- 
onments. I cannot agree to take this gun, and 
be so very dependent ; and will wait until I can 
purchase a gun for myself, and if you do call me 
out into actual service in the field you will fur- 
nish me with a gun. 

Mr. R. said he was in favor of arming the mi- 
litia; he had heretofore by his vote supported the 
principle of. arming the militia; he was still in 
favor of arming them; he had endeavored to 
amend the bill so as to give it what he considered 
would have been a Constitutional form, but did 
not succeed ; he would therefore vote against en- 
grossing the bill; that vote would be given with 
pain, but however painful, he deemed it beiter so 
to do than to infringe the State sovereignties in 
relation to the militia by this kind of consolida- 
ting mode. If this, however is negatived, there 
is still an annual appropriation of two hundred 
thousand dollars going on to arm the militia. 


Mr. Wuearon gave his reasons why he should 
vote against the bill. After which, the question 
was taken and carried—yeas 53, nays 48, as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas—wWillis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, John Beker, Burwell Bassett, Wil- 
liam W. Bibb, William Blackledge, James Brecken- 
ridge, William Butler, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, William Craw- 
ford, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Meshack Frank- 
lin, Thomas Gholson, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin 
Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John 
A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, William R. King, Abner 
Lacock, Joseph Letfever, Joseph Lewis, jr., William 
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Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Thomas! The House resolved itself-into a Committee of 
Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, James Mor- the Whole, on the bill giving further time for re- 
gan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, | gistering claims to lands in the western district 
Thomas Newbold, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, of the Territory of Orleans; which, having been 
James Pleasants, jr, Henry H. Ridgely, Samuel Ring- | amended, was reported to the House, and ordered 
gold, John Roane, Ebenezer Sage, Samuel Shaw,,| to 4 third reading to-morrow. 
George Smith, Richard Stanford, Thomas Wilson, ; ‘The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
and Robert Wright. 2 j | the Whole, on the bill concerning the Levy Court 
Nars—David Bard, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus | of Washington, in the District of Columbia. The 
Bleecker, Adam Boyd, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, | pi] passed through committee and was ordered 
John C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin | 9 be engrossed for a third reading. 
Chittenden, John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, Elias | The Tames adie shade Tconaniiiah of. the 
Earle, William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, | MRI A epi alg Mt ‘atio 
James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Peterson Goodwyn, Richard | f bore, OB the a ma el uF os ee 8 
Jackson, jr., Joseph Kent, Robert Le Roy Livingston, | /OF Tepalring and completing t . Cle ing pur- 
Géorge C. Maxwell, Alexander. McKim, Arunah Met- chased for the accommodation of t 1e eneral Post 
calf, James Milnor, Jonathan O. Moseley, William | Office and Patent Office. [The bill proposes an 
_additional appropriation of thirteen thousand and 


Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Benjamin Pond, William | 
Reed, John Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, William Rod- | odd dollars for the purpose of fitting up the great 


man, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, | hotel in this city for the use of these offices. | 
John Smiiie, William Strong, Lewis B. Sturges, Sam-| Aftey some conversation on the detail of the 
uel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Charles | bill, the Committee rose, and the bill was ordered 
Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Laban Wheaton, | to be read the third time on Monday next. 


Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, and Wm. Widgery. A 5 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

ON ai | Mr. Ripgety, from the committee to whom 
. ’ ae | were referred the several memorials of the Presi- 

On motion of Mr. Gotp, the Committee of the | dent and Directors of the Chesapeake and Dela- 
Whole were discharged from the consideration, ware Canal Company, of the President and 
of the petition of the Board of Directors of the | Managers of the Union Canal Company of Penn- 
Oriskany Manufacturing Company, and it was | sylvania, and of the Commissioners of the State 
referred to the Committee of Commerce and | of New York, respecting a canal from the Great 


—_—— ——— 








Manufactures. Lakes to the Hudson river, made the following 
Mr. McKee, from the committee appointed | report: 
on that part of the President’s Message which re- | "That they consider the improvement of the internal 


lates to Indian affairs, presented a bill for the | navigation of the United States, by means of the canals 
relief of the officers and soldiers who served in | contemplated by the said companies and the State of 
the late campaign on the Wabash ; whieh was | New York, of great national importance, and. well 
read twice,and committed to a Committee of the | meriting the patronage and aid of the General Gov- 
Whole to-morrow. |ernment. That, under this impression, the committee 

On motion of Mr. Poinpexrer, | have paid particular attention to the subject-matter of 

Resolved; That the Committee on the Public | the said memorials, and have felt the strongest dispo- 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency | sition to report favorably to the petitioners. The 
of confirming all claims to land in the Missis- | committee, however, lament that the inauspicious sit- 
sippi Territory, founded on warrants of survey | vation of the United States, in regard:to our foreign 
granted by the Spanish Government of Louisiana, | relations, renders it, in their opinion, improper, at the 
and not confirmed by former laws regulating the | Present time, to grant that effectual aid to the under- 
grants of land, and providing for the disposal of | king to which they ‘are so well entitled. They, 
the lands of the United States south of the State therefore, under these circumstances, submit the fol- 


r tidak a oe lowing resolution, viz: 
of Tennessee ; provided the grantee, or the legal Resolved, That the state of the public finances and 
representative of the grantee, resides at this time 


: ; , : resources, and present embarrassed situation of the 
in said Territory, and the evidence of the claim 


hes & eatarlé fled with she Resis ; country, renderit inexpedient for the Congress of the 
1as been regularly filed with the Registers of the | United States to make a donation in land or money, 


Land Offices east and west of Pearl river, aud re- | at the present time, for the purpose of effecting the 
ported by them to the Secretary of the Treasury, | objects contemplated in said memorials. 

agreeably to law; and that the committee have 
leave to report thereon by bill, or otherwise. 

An engrossed bill to alter the time of holding | Treasury Derartment, Jan. 6, 1811. 
the Circuit Courts of the United Statesat Knox-, Sre: I have the honor to enclose answers to the 
villeyin the District of East Tennessee, in the | queries proposed in your letter of the 28th ultimo, and 
State of Tennessee, was read the third time, and | also the copy of a report on the same subject, made on 
passed, | the 4th of April, 1818, in obedience to a resolution of 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of | the Senate of the 2d of March, 1807. 


the Whole, on the bill for incorporating the Trus- | _! have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 


tees of the Georgetown Lancastrian School ; | bedient servant, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


which was amended, reported to the House, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. | 








Hon. H. M. Rinesery, Chairman, &c. 
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Answers to the queries proposed by the committee, to | the means of paying for the lands thus situated. It js 
whom were referred the “ memorial of the President | not believed that the canal would materially arrest the 
and Managers of the Union Canal Company of Penn- | illicit trade from Canada. 
sylvania, praying the aid and patronage of the Gene- | 4th Query. “ What are the ideas of the Secretary 
ral Government in accomplishing the extensive and | of the Treasusy as to a general system of improvement 
useful works in which they are engaged,” &c. by canals and opening of the rivers, and as to the 

Treasvny Derantwent, Jan. 6, 1812, | means of effecting it within the power of the General 
: , , ; Government ?” 
Ist Query. “ Will the state of the finances of the 


: a 4 April, 1818 
United States admit of the application of Answer. In a report made on the 4th of April, 1818, 


: ‘ public moneys | in obedience to a resolution of the Senate of 2d March, 
to oc pr mc of = country by means of canal | 1807, the Secretary of the Treasury submitted the gen- 
Oe ee eee | efal outlines of a plan to that effect. To this he begs 

Answer. The state of the finances of the United | ee et P oe © begs 


OF n eu | leave respectfully to refer. Although the details must, 
States does not, at this time, permit the application of | 


bli bi ; | in many respects, be incorrect, and several important 
ane edematie . os yd obi . ee “ maaan | objects may, for want of information, have been omit- 
° e is at present considerably less than the | ted, his epinion continues the same with respect to tle 
md + se “lt the state of the finances will not ad--| omen ne ee aa _ a ae a 
; ee : “"| a system of improvement, embracing a e important 
mit of alge 2 y aid being es by the ce Fw communications pointed out by the great geographical 
ane ceuefarine eeith oe xs , “me nr he a | features of the country, and also such other local ob- 
the public exi maaan? If ae dextideghts request em ee oe en anne arent: 0° 
h - ‘ll oon ih » eh ae aa eed ' equalize, as far as practicable, the benefits of the plan, 
that you will specily them, and the mode of application,’ would have a most powerful effect towards promoting 
* bah Layee sos iota Rene tain oe er of = oe and age the 
, : | interests of the most remote quarters of the Union. 

therefrom as generally as possible among the several |The modifications which existing circumstances render 
ana A portion of the public lands may be se- ree ay adie vagy ablation. pereiceny abeaghel 


the United States to that i tant object, h l- 
lected, and its proceeds appropriated to these objects, wo tay Se ee eee ee 


: : : ema /ready been suggested in the answer to the second 
without causing any sensible diminution of the revenue | query. Respectfully submitted, 


arising from that source, and, therefore, without inter- ALBERT GALLATIN. 
fering with the national engagements and public exi- Mr. R d that thi eb 
gencies. It is only necessary, for that purpose, that | “YT: **!DGELY move papgigets vitgs-thd* yhnc inal 
the tract or tracts of land thus selected, should be with- | mitted, printed, and made the order for Monday. 
out the boundaries of the land districts already estab- Mr. Burweti wished the sense of the House 
lished by law,so that the annual sales in those districts, | 0 be now taken upon this report—he disagreed 
and the payments into the ‘T'reasury, which constitute | With it entirely. He had always been in favor of 
the existing land revenue, may not, in any degree, be | 4 general system of navigation, and ‘thought a 
affected by the contemplated appropriation. portion of the publie lands might be well employ- 

The quantity.of land set apart for that purpose should | edin this way. He wished the vote to be taken 
be sufficient to produce, when sold, a sum equal to that | now, because if the report was disagreed to, the 
which Congress intends to apply to these objects; and | subject might be recommitted and something et- 
the States, companies, or trustees under whose direc- | fected during the present session; but if it was 
tion the several works will be executed, should be au- put off, the probability was, that nothing would 
thorized to sell, from time to time, at the price limited | he gone on the subject. 


by law, such portions of the land as will be necessary Aft b ti f; Mr.G d 
to defray the expenses of the works. The proceeds of an daoer aaneranene Hayy AACS Op 


; es 4 Mr. RipGecy, expressing their wish to have the 
the sales might be anticipated by authorizing loans, to report acted ab at — early day, it was com- 
an amount not exceeding the value of the lands appro- itted : 
priated, and made reimbursable at distant periods ; in ra 
which case the faith of the United States might also ARMING THE MILITIA. 
be pledged for the reimbursement of such parts of the The bill for arming the Militia of the United 
principal of such loans as could not be discharged out | Statés was read the third time; and the question 
of the proceeds of the sales of the lands; the residue of being put, “ Shall the bill pass to its third reading ?” 
the lands then remaining unsold reverting, in that case, Mr. Catuoun expressed himself friendly to the 


to the United States. rinciple of the bill, and, until the amend t 
3d. Query.’ “ Will the projected canal from the p e ‘ re cn 


é g 
Great Lakes to the tide-waters of the Hudson tend to wuh'sa the powerel es mith agp veahtatinod 
raise the price of the public lands, facilitate the means | intended to vote for it: but he thoucht it hotter 
of payment for-them, and arrest the illicit trade which | 144 ¢¢ pass the bill at all, than toleave it in the 
is now practised with a neighboring nation, and by weer of the’ Gtates % lock bi theeh ates’ it 
which the public revenue is greatly diminished ?” ror 2 Sr 
Answer. A canal uniting Lake Erie with the tide | @™S€"4!s- “a seer 

waters of the Hudson, or any other Atlantic river, can- Mr. Tattmance disliked the bill in many re- 
not fail to enhance the value of all the public lands | Spects. He doubted the Constitutional power of 
adjacent to the Great Lakes, or otherwise so situated |(Congress to put arms into the hands of the peo- 
that their inhabitants may use that navigation for the | ple of the United States, before they are called in- 
transportation of produce or merchandise. For the | to the service of the Union. The militia, he con- 
same reason it will be giving access, on cheaper terms, | tended, is the army of the several States, and not 
to a better market, and facilitate, to a certain degree, | of the United States, and the State Legislatures 
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After Mr. Wricurt had concluded his remarks. 

Mr. Lirtte rose. He said- that as nothing 
which could now be said could affect the: senti- 
ments of the members of the House; and as un- 
necessary debate only served to the waste of time 
and obstruction of business, he felt compelled to 
move the previous question. 

A sufficient number of members rising in favor 
of the previous question, it was put in the follow- 
ing words, to wit: “ Shall the main question be 
now put?” and negatived—yeas 52, nays, 62, as 
follows : 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jan., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, Wil- 
liam Blackledge, William A. Burwell, William But- 
ler, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, 
Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger Davis, Joseph 
Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Fisk, 
Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Good- 
wyn, Isaiah L. Green, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John 
A. Harper, Jacob Hufty, Joseph Kent, William R. 
King, Peter Little, William Lowndes, George C. Max- 
well, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Anthony New, Thomas Newton, Stephen 
Ormsby, Israel Pickens, Benjamin Pond, William M. 
Richardson, Samuel Ringgold, John Roane, William 
Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Adam 
Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, 
William Strong, George M. Troup, and Charles Turn- 
er, junior. 

Nays—John Baker, David Bard, William W. Bibb, 
Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam Boyd, 
James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, 
John C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin 
Chittenden, John Davenport, jun., William Ely, Jas. 
Emott, William Findley, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, 
Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Felix Grundy, 
Aylett Hawes, Richard Jackson, jun., Abner Lacock, 
Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jun., Robert Le Roy Liv- 
ingston, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel: Macon, Archibald Mc- 
Bryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, James Milnor, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas New- 
bold, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jr., James Pleas- 
ants, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Ran- 
dolph, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, John Rhea, 
Jonathan Roberts, John Sevier, John Smith, Richard 
Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard 
White, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, Thomas 
Wilson, and Robert Wright. 

A gentleman rising further to debate the ques- 
tion, and Mr. Pirxin objecting thereto, it was de- 
cided by the Speaker, in conformity to precedent, 
that the decision of the previous question in the 
negative precludes further consideration of the 
subject for one day. 


are the.proper judges when they ought to be arm- 

ed. The United States may furnish the arms, 
but the States ought to distribute them as they 
deem proper, and it could not be doubted that in 
whatever way they might dispose of them it 
would be the best. He said that the provisions of 
this bill would conflict with the law of 1792 on 
this subject, and with -the rules and practice of 
several of the States. He renewed the objections 
which had before been urged to some details of 
the bill ; expressed doubts whether the arms could 
be procured, if the bill passed, and objected to the 
large appropriation of money for this object at 
this time. 

Mr. Newson replied to the objection made by 
Mr. Catnoun. Hethought gentlemen who were 
in favor of the principle of the bill, ought not to 
abandon it, because they could not have all its 
provisions precisely in the form they wished 
them. He did not think the amendment which 
had been agreed to, made any material difference 
in the bill; the first section provides that the 
arms shall be distributed—the. Legislatures can 
only direct the manner in which it shall be done, 
and no-one could certainly object to their having 
this power. He thought it time that arms should 
be provided for the militia, the Government had 
been in operation twenty-four years without pro- 
viding a single musket for the militia, though the 
Exeeutive had constantly called upon Congress 
to render the militia effective, from the time of 
Genéral WasHINGTON to the present day. 

Mr. Macon said this was an unfortunate bill, for 
though all appear friendly to the object of it, 
there were sufficient objections to one part or 
other of the bill, he feared, to defeat it. He said 
five millions had been voted for the army and 
navy, without scruple; but now, when we are 
about to put arms in the hands of the militia, 
gentlemen begin to talk about expense. As to 
the objections which had been made against the 
details of the bill, they were such as might be 
made against any bill that could bedrawn. The 
true question is, Will the bill arm the militia bet- 
ter than they are at present? He had no doubt 
that it would, and he was therefore in favor of it. 

Mr. Ranpo-pdu said, the gentleman from Con- 
necticut viewed the deformities of the bill vith 
more pleasure than its beauties; the bill was 
somewhat objectionable in its details, but princi- 
pally from its omissions. The fears entertained 
that the State Legislatures might abuse the power 
placed in them were certainly groundless. After 
all the large appropriations made for the army 
and navy, he said it was strange that objections 
should be made to this pitiful appropriation for 
arms for our militia, which will remain when our 
vessels and gunboats are gone to decay. 

Mr. Wricut spoke at considerable length in 
favor of the general principle of arming; and of 
the reasonableness of purchasing arms out of the 
common funds of the United States, rather than 
put the rich and poor on the same level, by re- 
quiring each to purchase arms for themselves, 
which was a provision too unequal and unjust to 
be countenanced by a free Government. 



























Fripay, February 21. 

Mr. Morrow, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was recommitted the bill 
from the Senate “for the relief of Thomas O’- 
Bannon,” reported the same without amendment ; 
and it was read the third time, and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill making ap- 
propriations. for the support of Government, dur- 
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they desire the concurrence of this House. 
The House proceeded to consider the said 
amendments of the Senate; and. the same being 


read, were, together with the bill, committed to | 


the Committee of Waysand Means. 

Mr. Wixson offered a resolution, the object 
of which was todirect the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of repealing so much of an act of Con- 
ae as establishes ports of entry at Pittsburg, 

arietta, Limestone, Cincinnati, and Louisville. 
Mr. W. stated that no entries were ever made in 
these ports, and yet revenue officers at these places 
received annual salaries for services. which they 
never had an opportunity to perform. The reso- 
lution was agreed to. 

Mr. Ormspy, after adverting to the difficulty of 
distributing arms of the United States by land or 
water carriage in the interior of the Western 
country, offered the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That the committee on so much of the 
Message ofthe President of the United States as relates 
to our military affairs, be directed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the establishment of an ar- 
mory at Louisville, in Kentucky, with leave to report 
by bill or otherwise.” 

The resolution was agreed to without oppo- 
sition. 

Mr. Bassett laid upon the table the following 
resolution : 

“‘ Resolved, That the standing rules and orders of 
the House be so amended, that a majority of those 
present shall be required to admit the previous ques- 
tion.” 

The bill concerning the Levy Court of the 
county of Washington, inthe District of Colum- 
bia; and the bill giving further time to register 
claims to lands in the Western district of the 
Territory of Orleans, were severally read a third 
time, and passed. 


ARTS AND MANUFACTURES. 


Mr. Seyperr said, after making a very few 
preliminary remarks, he would offer a resolution 
for the consideration of the House, connected 
with a highly important national object. By the 
Eleventh Congress, he was indulged in a motion 
to reprint a valuable report of a former Secretary 
of the Treasury on the manufactures of the Uni- 
ted States. To that same Congress, the present 
Secretary of the Treasury made a report, in part, 
on the same subject. He said he need not recite 
to the House its merits; they were generally ac- 
knowledged. 

By the act of May 1, 1810, it was provided that 
further information be obtained, by the Marshals 
and their deputies, on the subject of manufactures. 
The result of their inquiries was a mass of facts 
which aré now buried in the archives of the 
Treasury, and answer no useful purpose to the 
nation. His present object, he declared to be, the 
publication of the facts thus collected. Upwards 
of thirty thousand dollars had been already ap- 
propriated ; which, if the matter remained as it 
now is, would answer no beneficial purposes. His 


HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


Arts and Manufactures—Arming the Militia. 








1084 


Fesrvary, 1812. 


ing the year 1812, with amendments; in which | resolution, if adopted, would bring to light many 


facts. concerning the agriculture and manufac- 
tures of the United States, and other statistica| 
| information, connected with the true basis of na- 
tional independence. These objects constitute 
the permanent sources of the wealth of the nation ; 
they are the real and fixed capital of the country. 
We shall thereby be enabled to trace our progress 
from'infancy to manhood. By .this report we 
can alone be in: a situation to enact a wise, poli- 
tic, and systematic tariff of duties; it alone can 
teach us to discriminate the proper objects of pro- 
tection. I might add much more on the subject ; 
this would be consuming time unnecessarily ; | 
will therefore proceed to read the resolution: 

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
asembled, That, the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to employ a person to digest and reduce to 
such form as shall be deemed most conducive to the 
interests of the United States, a,statement of the num- 
ber, nature, extent, situation, and ‘value, of the arts 
and manufactures of the United States, together with 
such other details connected’ with these subjects, as 
can be made from the abstracts and other documents 
and returns reported to him by the Marshals and other 
persons employed to collect information, in conformity 
to the second section of the act of the Ist of May, 


1810, and that he report the same to Congress at their 
next session.” 


After some observations from Mr. Newroy, 
stating the difficulty of the proposed digest, from 
| the want of uniformity, connexion, or method, in 
the returns, and the probability that the mouon 
might be so amended as better to attain’ the ob- 
| ject in view, the resolution was ordered to lie on 
thé table. 


“ARMING THE MILITIA, 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill for-arming the militia. 
| After some observations from Messrs. Porrer 
and Wricurt, in favor of the bill; and from 
Messrs. Roperts and TaLumanGs, against it, 
the question was taken on the passage of the bill, 
and carried in the affirmative by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 


Yeas—William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, John 
Baker, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William 
Blackledge, James Breckenridge, William A. Burwell, 
William Butler, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, 
James Cochran, Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Jo- 
seph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Meshack Franklin, 
Thomas Gholson, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, 
Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed 
Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, 
Richard M. Johnson, Philip B. Key, William R. King, 
Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, junior, 
Peter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathan- 
iel Macon, Thomas Moore, Arshibald McBryde, Wil- 
liam McCoy, Samuel McKee, James Morgan, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas New- 
ton, Stephen Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, 
James Pleasants, junior, Elisha R. Potter, John Ran- 
dolph, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John 
Roane, Ebenezer Sage, John Sevier, Samuel Shaw, 
Daniel Sheffey, George Smilie, John Smith, Richard 
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Stanford, Philip Stuart, George M. Troup, Charles} Mr. Bassetrr called up the resolution which 
Turner, jr., Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright—67. | he had laid upon the table on Friday last, propos- 

Nars—Willis Alston, jun., Ezekiel Bacon, David | ing an alteration in the rules of the House, requir- 
Bard, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam | jng a majority, instead of one-fifth of the mem- 
Boyd, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, John C. Cal- | bers present, to call for the previous question. 
houn, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, | A fier a few observations from Mr. B. on the pro- 
John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, William Ely, James | priety of this alteration of the rules, seconded by 
Emott, William Findley, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thos. | yy, Sranrorp. who said it would render the rule 


R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Richard Jackson, junior, conde : 
Joseph Kent, Robert Le Roy Livingston, George C. noes ert ee than heretofore, it was agreed 
, , 


er eT Mitehill eutn th Hate The following bills passed their third reading, 
Thomas Newbold, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jr,, | V'2? @ Dill supplementary to an act providing for 
Benjamin Pond, William Reed, William M. Richard- the accommodation of the General Post Office 

and Patent Office, and for.other purposes; a bill 


son, John Rhea, Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, ! ) 
Thomas Sammons, Adam Seybert, John Smilie, Wil- for the relief of the officers and soldiers who served 
in the late campaign on the Wabash; and a bill 


liam Strong, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Pierre, Van Cortlandt, | to incorporate the Trustees of the Georgetown 
jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Robert White- | Lancastrian School Society. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the House resolved 


hill, and William Widgery.—51. 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, on the bill 
CAMPAIGN ON THE WABASH. supplementary to the act for raising an additional 
The House resolved itself into a Committee of | military force ; which, after being amended, was 
the Whole, on the bill for the relief of the offi- | reported to the House, and, on motion of Mr. 
cers and soldiers who served in the late campaign | Macon, ordered to lie on the table. 


SUPREME COURT. 


Mr. Go pD said, it was well known, that from 
the increased business of the Supreme Court, 
considerable delay and injury was occasioned to 
Secretary of War, did not come within the pro-| suitors by their causes being laid over from one 
visions of the law, which provides for the relief | court to another; and the judges, having to attend 
of the widows and orphans of those who fell in | to their several Circuit Courts. could not devote 
the service of their country. | Sufficient time to the business of the Supreme 

Various amendments were made to the details | Court. Mr. G. thought it improper that the same 
of the bill, and it ~being reported to the House, | judges who preside in the Circuit Courts, should 
there appeared to be no objection to the principle | afterwards revise their own judgments, in cases 
of the bill. of appeal, in the Supreme Court. He did not be- 

Messrs. McKesg, Jennines, Wricut, LitTte, | lieve that this was in conformity to the meaning 
Bassett, Biss, Bacon, Pirkin, Burwewt, Joun- | of the Constitutional provision, that “the judicial 
gon, and TaLLMapDGE, took part in the desultory | ‘ powers of the United States shall be vested in 


Mr. McKes stated the provisions of the law to 
be precisely copied from the existing law, except 
that its provisions were extended to a species of 
force (the militia) which, in the opinion of the 


Nee ee 


debate on the amendments. ‘one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a | ‘ as the Congress may, from time to time, ordain 
third reading, ‘and establish.” He saw no difficulty that would 





attend the holding of the Circuit Courts by two 

; or more distriet judges from adjoining districts. 
Monpay, February 24. In order to bring this subject before the House, 

Mr. Bacon, from the Committee of Ways and | Mr. G. offered the following resolution: 

Means, to whom was referred the amendments of | « Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 

the Senate to the bill making appropriations for | whether any, and if any, what alteration is necessary 

the support of Government for the year 1812, re- | in the judicial system of the United States, and that 

ported it as the opinion of the committee that the they report by bill.” 

amendments ought to be agreed to. The bill,| Agreed to, and a committee of five appointed. 

with the amendments, was committed; and the - : - 

House afterwards, on motion of Mr. B., went into GOVERNMENT LOAN. 


a committee on the subject, when the amend-| The House went into a committee on the sub- 
ments were agreed to and reported to the House | ject of waysand means, when the bill authorizing 
and by the House coneurred im a loan forasum not exceeding —— million of 


These amendments restored to the clerks in the | dollars, was taken up. And the bill having been 
several Departments the fifteen per cent. which | read through, the blank for the amount of the 
had been struck out of the bill when last before | loan was filled up with eleven millions of dollars, 
the House, and appropriated $100,000 for the con- | and the blank for the time after which the Uni- 
tingent expenses of foreign intercourse. The yeas | ted States shall be at liberty to reimburse the sum 
and nays were taken upon the additional allow- | loaned, was filled with twelve years. The com- 
ance to the clerks, and carried, 64 to 40; the al- | mittee then rose and the House concurred in the 
lowance for contingent expenses of foreign in-| amendments. On the question, “Shall the bill 
tercourse, was carried, 83 to 17. be engrossed for a third reading ?” the yeas and 
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nays were called, and the question was carried, 
86 to 28, as follows: 


Yeas—-Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Bur- 
well Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, 
Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, Wm. A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, William Craw- 
ford, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, James Emott, William Findley, James 
Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson 
Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix. Grundy, Bolling 
Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Wil- 
liam R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter 
Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, 
Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, 
James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, An- 
thony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Ste- 
phen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper; James 
Pleasants, jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha 
R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, Samuel Ringgold, John 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, 
Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, 
Silas Stow, Uri'T'racy, George M. Troup, Charles Tur- 
ner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Robert Whitehill, 
William Widgery, and Robert Wright.—86. 

Naxs—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Elijah Brigham, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John 
Davenport, jr., William Ely, Asa Fitch, Charles Golds- 
borough, Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, jr., Philip B. 
Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., James Milnor, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson; Timothy Pit- 
kin, jr., Henry M. Ridgely, William Rodman, Richard 
Stanford, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Tag- 
gart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard 
White, and Thomas Wilson.—28. 

On motion of Mr. Bacon, the House agreed 
that they would to-morrow take up the report of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, in relation to 
the contemplated taxes. 





Tvuespay, February 25. 


Mr. Guotson, from the Committee of Claims, 
who was instructed by a resolution of the third 
ultimo, to inquire into the expediency of contin- 
uing in force an act to provide for persons who 
were disabled by known wounds received in the 
Revolutionary war, presented a bill to continue 
in force “An act to provide for persons who were 
disabled by known wounds received in the Revo- 
lutionary war ;” which was read twice, and com- 
mitted toa Committee of the Whole on Monday 
next. 

On motion of Mr. Poinpexter, the Committee 
on the Public Lands were discharged from the 
consideration of the resolution submitted by him 
on the thirtieth ultimo, concerning lands in Flor- 
ida ; and the resolution was referred to the Attor- 
ney General of the United States, to consider and 
report thereon to the House. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed a bill “ to establisha 
Quartermaster’s Department, and for other pur- 
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poses ;” in wiich they desire the concurrence of 
this House. 

Mr. Lewis, from the Committee on the Distric; 
of Columbia, reported a bill authorizing the Pres. 
ident of the United States to lease for a term of 
years one of the reservations of public ground jp 
the City of Washington, (the vacant ground lying 
west of the Capitol.) for the purpose of a botanic 
garden. The bill was twice read and committed, 

Mr. Seysert called up the resolution which he 
had laid upon the table some days ago, proposing 
to authorize:the Secretary of the Treasury to em. 
ploy a proper person to arrange and digest the 
information on the subject of mannfactures, re- 
ceived from the Marshals of the several States; 
which, after receiving some little modification 
from its mover, was read three times, and passed, 

A. bill from the Senate for establishing a Quar- 
termaster’s Department, and for other purposes, 
was twice read, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

STEPHEN FELLOWS. 


Mr. Pirxin presented the petition of Stephen 
Fellows, a wounded soldier of the Revolution, 
praying for an increase of pension, owing to his 
entire disability to earn anything toward a sub- 
sistence by labor. 

Mr. P. said this petitioner was already allowed 
five dollars a month, the highest degree of pen- 
sion provided by the laws of the United States; 
but he thought that persons so utterly incapaci- 
tated as he knew this man to be, ought to havea 
larger allowance. He moved, therefore, to refer 
the petition to the Committee of Claims, with 
instructions “to inquire into the expediency o/ 
* making provision by law for increasing the pen- 
‘sion of non-commissioned officers and soldiers, 
‘to a greater sum than is at present allowed, 
‘ whenever, in consequence of wounds, they have 
* become totally unable to maintain themselves 
‘by manual labor. 

Messrs. ALsTon and Suaw opposed this motion, 
as tending to break up all the present regulations 
in this respect, and to bring in a crowd of appl'- 
cants of the same kind; they thought the United 
States had done enough on this subject. If there 
were any particularly hard cases, the States in 
which such persons lived, or the society about 
them, would doubtless render them the assistance 
which their situation required. Mr. 8S. moved 
that the petition lie on the table. This motion 
was negatived—4l to 38. 

After a few observations against the reference, 
by Mr. Wipcery, and in favor of it by Mr. Fisk, 
the motion was carried—45 to 43. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Lirrie, the word 
“ officers” was added before the word “ non-com- 
missioned.” 

GOVERNMENT LOAN. 


The engrossed bill for authorizing a loan for 
eleven millions of dollars, was read the third time; 
and the question being put, “ Shall the bill pass to 
its third reading ?” 

Mr. M. Cray expressed a wish that the bill 
might be postponed fora few days. It was pred- 
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icated upon war, which many still hoped might | since the return of Mr. Monroe from his mission to 
be'avoided. The Constitution had just arrived | London. And he wished them to know upon 
from France, and had probably brought despatech- | what principle this nation, which has hitherto 
es, Which doubtless would be communicated to | been preserved in peace—this nation, which, with 
Congress as soon as they could be got ready. | all the vexations and losses she has experienced, 
He hoped, therefore, the consideration of this bill} is still the freest and happiest nation on earth— 
would be postponed until Monday next. And he | on what principles she shall be torn from her fast 
gave notice that he should move a like ee moorings of peace, and launched into the tem- 
ment of the report of the Committee of Waysand | pestuous sea of European politics—iato a sea of 
Means, in relation to taxes, when that subject | blood. 
shall becalled up. Mr.R. knew heasked in vain. No answer could 
Mr. Bacon said, whatever weight the remarks | be given. Such conduct, in his opinion, was in 
of the gentleman from Virginia might have, in| the highest degree wanton, and was enough to 
relation to the taxes, he hoped they would not/ call down upon us the chastening hand of Him 
prevail, in postponing the consideration of the | who rules the Universe. We have it in our power 
present bill. Congress had already authorized | to remain free and at peace. Our firesides are 
very large expenses, which must be provided for; | safe. Our ports and harbors may be defended ; 
and the Executive ought to have some time al-| but we have imbibed a portion of that spirit 
lowed him to ascertain whether loans can be ob-| which lost the angels their seatin Heaven. We 
tained upon the terms contained in the bill. | are about to throw aside our peaceful state and 
Mr. Suzie said, it was well known that he had | mingle in the dreadful conflict of European am- 
been opposed to a part of the measures of expense } bition and disorder. His heart was sick within 
which had been authorized ; but, as the bills had! him at thesight. It died at the very idea. 
now become laws, he felt himself boutid to pro-| It is not in our power, said Mr, R., to dive into 
vide the ways and means for carrying them into | futurity ; but we can judge of the past. No man 
effect. And he was for doing this at once, with- | who hears me will say that we have any cause of 
out waiting for any communications from abroad, | war now, that we had not eighteen months ago. 
which were altogether uncertain. | Aud let me ask every planter and farmer in this 
The motion for postponement was lost. | country, and I believe I might add every manu- 
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The question then returned on the passage of | 
the bill. 

Mr. Ranpocpen did not feel himself bound to 
vote for this bill because the expenses, for the 
meeting of which it went to provide a loan, bad 
been authorized. He held himself perfectly ab- 
solved from these measures ; as he had constantly | 
opposed them in their progress through the | 
House. 

But. I do not rise, said Mr. R., either to make | 
an apology for my vote, or with an expectation of | 
changing the sentiments of a single individual in | 
this House. Itis for the purpose, if it were pos- | 
sible, of being heard by those to whom alone [| 
feel myself amenable for my public conduct. But | 
| well know, from long and tried experience tn 
this House, that this isa desperate hope—that the 
avenues to the public ear,are shut against a small, | 
and not, perhaps, very important description of | 
persons in this House.* 

Mr. R. wished the American people to know | 
what new cause of war had accrued since the ac- | 
cession of the present President to the Chair— | 





* Mr. Randolph certainly had no allusion to the Na- 
tional Intelligencer in this remark, because, as to this 
paper, such an imputation as is here conveyed, would | 
be utterly and notoriously without foundation. What- | 
ever may be our errors of omission or commission, Mr. | 
Randolph and his friends (the description of persons, | 
we presume, to whom the orator adverts) have neither | 
right nor reason to complain ; they certainly have here- 
tofore occupied, in our columns, their full share of pub- 
lic attention. We have, therefore, thought proper to 
caution our readers against falling into the error, from 
the generality of the honorable gentleman’s phraseolo- 
gy, of supposing him to have alluded to this paper.— 
Note by the Editor of the National Intelligencer. 


12th Con. Ist Sess. —35 
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| facturer, too. whether, during the last year, in the 


course of which we have been able to sell our 
breadstuff at a vast profit, it would have been bet- 
ter for us to have been engaged in war than to 
lave remained in peace? To have been cut off 
from this market for our produce, and to have had 
in its stead war, with all its retinue of land taxes, 
excises, salt tax, stamp tax, &c.? 

Were you to ask any yeoman of common sense 
in this country such a question, he would laugh 
at you. Whether, during the past year, he would 
choose to have had his sons fighting battles on 
the plains of Abraham, in which he had no inter- 
est, with his produce rotting in his barn, or let 
the year pass away as it has done in peace, afford- 
ing an excellent price for grain of every kind? 
This, said he, is an unanswered and unanswera- 
ble argument. 

If our Treasury be empty, said Mr. R., it is 
owing to our own acts. Repeal your non-impor- 
tation act. Do away your whole restrictive sys- 
tem—put the two countries, in point of fact, upon 
the same footing, and, my life upon it, you will 
find no difficulty in arranging all your present 
differences. And, rather than do this, will this 
House plunge this nation into a foreign war, con- 
trary to the public sentiment? Contrary to the 
wishes of many of those who are within the 
hearing of my voice, who may be pushed into a 


| vote which tley wish, if possible, to avoid? Is 


this a state of things which will authorize Con- 
gress to put the nauion intoa state of war? If 
war were absolutely necessary, there would be no 
necessity for individuals to act under such excite- 
ments—so that one-half would enter into it re- 
luctantly, and the other half would be ashamed 
of entering into the measure—like some hapless 
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individual, preeipitated into single combat against 
his own will, under the Jash of the press, and the 
busy talk of the coffee-house saunterers of the 
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day. 
But, said Mr. R., has it been taken into consid- 
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United States are the law-givers of this land, and 
they will take care that these laws shall not long 
exist. Indeed, they would be traitors to them. 
selves and their children, if they suffered their 

ilast shilling to be taken from their pockets, and 


eration, that these twe great belligerénts, who for | their blood to be spilled in a war which they did 


twenty years have been disturbing. the repose of 


mankind—during which period we have had the 
wisdom and the virtue, under men acknowledged 
on all hands to be great: under Mr. Jefferson, the 
idol of one description of the people; under Mr. 
Adams, the idol of an opposite description ;, and 
under General Washington, the idol of all, to steer 
clear of any connexion with them—may make 
peace? And if we are now to take leave of our 
peaceful course, under whatauspices are we about 
todo so? Who are the statesmen to plan, or the 
military chief to execute? But, as he had said, 
these. belligerents may make peace, and peace is 
always made at the expense of a weaker Power. 
May not Great Britain and France, after, per- 
haps, we shall have taken possession of Canada, 
find it to their advantage to make peace, and in 
that case we may be compelled to surrender Can- 
ada, to England, or Louisiana to France; or to 
enter into any other condition, no matter how 
much it may affect our interest, if it produce, 
what these Powers always keep in view, their 
own aggrandizement? 

Are we going to war on the faith of the dura- 


tion of the life of the present Emperor of France ? | 


Are we prepared to rest our whole hopes on the 
existence of that man? Or, what is worse, to 
attach ourselves to his cause, and number our- 
selves among those he calls his’ allies? and for 
whai ? 

Mr. R. said, it was six or seven years since this 


question was first incidentally touched on in this | 


House, on a motion of a member from Pennsylva- 
nia, since translated to the other branch of the 
Legislature. He had lately looked into the opin- 
ions which he entertained and expressed on that 
occasion, and he. found them precisely to agree 
with his present sentiments ; aod it was satistac- 
tory to himself to find this agreement ; but he re- 
gretted also to discover that the forebodings of 
that day had been unhappily realized in respect 
to our Government. 

Mr. R. said, it was not his intention, when he 
came to the House this morning, to have spoken 
on this subject. He came to enter his protest 
against the system which is patronized by those 
who call themselves the friends of the people, who 
style themselves Republicans. 

And, if he thought it would have any effect, he 
would call upon the advocates of those meas- 


not approve. 

The bill passed its third reading—yeas 92. nays 
29, as follows: 

Yeas—Wiillis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
' Bassett, William W. Bibb, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam 

Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, William Craw. 
ford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Sam. 
uel Dinsmoor, ‘Elias Earle; James Emott, William 
Findley, James Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
| Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah 
L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, 
| John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Ab- 
~~ Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, Robert Le 
| Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Na- 
| thaniel Macon, George C, Maxwell, Thomas Moore, 
| William McCoy, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, 
Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Mor- 
row, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, 
!"Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, 
| William Piper, James Pleasants, jr., Benjamin Pond, 
| Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
| William Reed, William M. Richardson, Samuel Ring- 





| gold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebe- 
| nezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John 
| Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smillie, 
George Smith, John’Smith, Silas Stow, Wm. Strong, 
Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, junior, 
| Pierre Van Cortlandt, jun., Robert Whitehill, William 
| Widgery, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 
| Yeras—Jobn Baker, Abijah Bigelow, James Breck- 
j enridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, 
| Martin Chittenden, John Davenport, jun., Asa Fitch. 
, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, 
| junior, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jun., James Milnor, 
| Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, 
_jun., John Randolph, Henry M, Ridgely, William Rod- 
| man, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tall- 
medge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas 
| Wilson. , 


} 
| WAR TAXES. 


| Mr. Bacon called for the order of the day on 
| the report of the Committee of Ways and Means 
| on the subject of the contemplated taxes. 
| Mr. Cuay moved that this subject be postponed 
| till Monday week, for the reasons which he had 
already stated. 

Mr. TALLMapGE could see no good reason for 








ures to pause upon this fearful abyss—this laby- | this delay. The report of the Committee of 
rinth of war, into which whomsoever has entered, | Ways and Means has been some time before the 
except the two great devourers of mankind, the | House. The House had, from day to day, passed 
tiger and the shark, have most assuredly died. | upon objects of great expense, and it was cer- 

With respect to the taxes in question, though | tainly necessary to provide the ways and means 
they should be voted in shoals, he should never | to meet them. We have just passed a bill for 
believe that the people of the United States will | borrowing eleven millions of dollars; but this 
ever submit to pay them. He wished not to be | will fall far short of what will be wanted. Ex- 
misunderstood. They will submit to them aslong | penses have been authorized to the amount of 
as they are enforced by law; butthe people ofthe! twenty millions. Why do gentlemen wish to 
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postpone this question of peace or war? It can-| braced by the report, might be conceived to be 
not be, after authorizing the preparatory meas- | due from him as a member of the committee, and 
ures, they are afraid to meet it. He wished to | desirous that his own views, at least, of this very 
see the question before the House, and to hear it | important subject, should not be misunderstood, 
fully discussed. It will be of no use that armies | he would, as briefly as he could, proceed to such 
have been authorized, except the sinews of war’| further elucidation of the grounds on which the 
be provided. He was against a postponement. report was predicated, as it was in his power to 

Mr. Fisk was in favor of postponement ; not | offer. 
because he was afraid to meet the question of | In addition to the general duty at all times in- 
peace or war at a proper time. He wasnot will-|cumbent upon the Committee of Ways and 
ing, however, to vote for taxes, or war, untilevery | Means, to see that the credit of the Government 
hope of accommodation had disappeared, nor did | should at no time be permitted to suffer for the 
he see any necessity for doing so. Were the sub- | want of pecuniary means, commensurate with its 
ject to be taken up at present, some members | exigencies, their attention, it would be recollected, 
would be placed in difficulty as to their vote; | had been at a very early period of the session par- 
when, some days hence, there would be no differ- | ticularly drawn to this subject, by that portion of 
ence of opinion among those who have uniformly | the Message of the President of the United States 
voted for putting the nation in a state of defence. | which had been especially referred to their con- 
He knew there were taxes among those proposed | sideration, and in which the necessity of produc- 
which had been used as instruments against those | ing a revenue “sufficient at least to defray the 
who had laid them, and which might again be so | ‘ordinary expenses of Government, and to pay 
used ; but, if they become necessary, this consid- | ‘ the interest on the public debt, including that on 
eration, he presumed, would be lost sight of. ‘new loans which might be authorized”—was 

Mr. Porter spoke against the postponement. | strongly enjoined—it was for the purpose of car- 

Mr. Bacon was not particularly anxious on the | rying into effect this provident recommendation 
subject, though he could see no objection to en- | of the Executive, that the earnest attention of the 
tering upon it at present. The Committee of | committee had been bestowed upon the present 
Ways and Means had thought it their duty to | and future state of our financial concerns. Uader 
make their report as soon as they were able ; and, | the expenditures already authorized by law, and 
having done this, the responsibility lies with the | in the event of the war, which the acts of every 
House. Ifthe House showed an unwillingness to | branch of the Government gave us the highest 
enter upon this subject, it might have an unfa- | reason to expect was likely to occur within a pe- 
vorable effect upon the loan which had been j riod not very distant, the amount of those expen- 
authorized. | ditures, both ordinary and extraordinary, were 

} 
| 





Mr. Newron wished the House to go into a | detailed at large in the report.. Those of the 
Committee on this subject, if it were only to take | former description, which fall upon the present 
up that part of the report which has reference to | year, have already been provided for from the 
an increase of duties on imports, as the manufac- | revenues which will be receivable during the 
turers in different parts of the United States, who | year, and from the moneys remaining in the 
had expended large sums in erecting works, are | Treasury at its commencement, and no further 
anxious to know the determination of Congress | provision is necessary on this account. 
on this subject. In relation to the extraordinary expenditures, 

Mr. Cray, from the considerations suggested | on which the estimates of the committee were 
by the gentleman last up, withdrew his motion. | founded, and for the defraying of which the House 

The House then resolved itself intoa Commit- | had just now authorizeda loan of eleven millions— 
tee of the Whole on the report of the Committee | it might, perhaps, be supposed that some of the 
of Ways and Means; when the first resolution, | heads of expenditure authorized might be rather 
proposing an increase of 100 per cent. on impost | nominal than real, and at any rate were much lar- 
duiies being under consideration— ger than could in all probability be expended dur- 

Mr. Bacon rose and said, that he should per- | ing the present year. This was probably true— 
haps be very readily excused by the Committee, | but he found that in the event of actual war dur- 
should he refrain altogether from claiming their | ing a considerable portion of the year, and on that 
attention to any further expositions of the views | basis the committee grounded their estimates, 
which had governed the Committee of Ways | there were other branches of expenditure whieh 
and Means, in the general report which it had | would turn out much higher than had as yet 
been deemed their duty to present to the House, | been calculated; and it would be recollected that 
and which was now the subject of consideration ; | a bill had within a few days passed the House, 
and were he to be governed solely by his own | by which an additional annual expenditure of 
feelings or inclinations, he certainly should not; $400,000 was authorized for arming the militia, 
be disposed to add to the long list of unwelcome | which had not been brought into the estimates 
taxes, whose adoption was recommended to the | of the committee. For the expenditures of the 
House—one which in his view had long since | present year, both ordinary and extraordinary, 
become to them and to the nation the most inju- | (excepting only the sums necessary for the an- 
rous and burdensome of all others—the tax of | nual reimbursement of the principal of the old 
words. Presuming, however, that some more | debt, and which remained thereafter to be pro- 
particular explanation of the various topics em- | vided for by a new loan,) provision had thus been 
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already made by the House. The next question 
isin relation to the provision necessary for the 
two succeeding years. The committee have 
estimated both the ordinary and extraordinary 
expenditures of those years, at about the same 
as are contemplated by the appropriations for 
the present year, adding for the year 1813, the in- 
terest on the loan authorized for the present year, 
and for the year 1814, the additional interest ac- 
cruing on the expected loan for the service of the 
previous year. This estimate, calculating the re- 
ceipts into the Treasury from present sources of 
revenue at but a little more than three millions, 
left a deficit of more than seven millions for the 
payment of ordinary expenses and interest for 
1814, and more than six and an half millions for 
1813. It wastrue that the estimates of the reve- 
nue from present sources for those years, was and 
must be almost entirely conjectural ; and most 
gentlemen, it was believed, were disposed to esti- 
mate it considerably higher. We are all apt to 
be disposed in times of difficulty to look ra- 
ther upon that side of the picture which was 
least discouraging. Nothing confident could cer- 
tainly be predicated on a state of things which 
was altogether so new to us of late years as an 
active war with Great Britain; but, so far as we 
can calculate upon any known data, he had 
much reason to fear, that this conjectural esti- 
mate was not greatly underrated. We have no 
document which gives us the respective amount 
of our actual importations of articles on which 
impost duties are collected from different foreign 
countries for the twoor three years past—but, 
from information laid before the House in the 
year 1805, it appears, that, on an average of the 
years 1802, 3, and 4, our importations from all 
arts of the world were as follows: from the 
itish dominions, $35,970.000; Northern Eu- 
ropean Powers, $7,094.000; Holland, France, 
Spain, and Italy, $25,475,000 ; Portugal $1,083 - 
000; China and other native Asiatic Powers, 
$4 856.000; all other countries $738,000; total 
$75,094,000. When, therefore, it was considered 
that nearly half of the whole amount of our im- 
post duties accrued on importations from Great 
Britain, which, throwing out of view such illicit 
trade as might take place in a state of war, must 
beentirely suspended ; the generalexclusion which 
it was to be feared we must be subjected to from 
the Baltic, Mediterranean, and Asiatic trade} he 
did not know from what sources of legitimate 
commerce we could flatter ourselves with the 
prospect of a much greater revenue from external 
sources than the amount which had been assumed 
by the committee, especially when we contem- 
plate the increased interruptions to which all our 
other branches of foreign commerce must be ex- 
posed by capture and the general hostilities of 
the enemy. 

It is assumed by the committee, that the extra- 
ordinary or war expenditures of the two succeed- 
ing years should also rest upon further loans; and 
it is proposed that revenue sufficient to pay only 
the ordinary expenses, and the interest on the old 
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provided for by the Government—leaving us for 
the present year the principal of the old debt re- 
imbursable, to be provided for by a prolongation 
of the old or the contracting of a new loan. This 
requisition is evidently so moderate in itself, and 
so clearly sanctioned by the example of every 
Government which is influenced in its financial 
concerns by the dictates of a wise and prudent 
policy, that, had the committee been governed 
only by their own views of propriety, they might, 
perhaps, have thought an apology was due to 
the House and the nation, for having proposed a 
system which suffered so large a portion of the 
current annual expenditures to remain unpro- 
vided for, except through the medium of a debt 
irredeemable for perhaps twelve years to come; 
and it might seem to reasonable men a waste of 
time and argument, to endeavor to enforce the 
propriety or necessity of providing a revenue at 
least commensurate to the objects before stated. 
Such novel and strange ideas had, however, of 
late, apparently obtained a currency in political 
circles out of doors on this point, and he feared 
had not been entirely without their proselytes 
even within these walls; and so much bad been 
thrown out as to our capacity of obtaining loans 
upon eligible terms and to an almost unlimited ex- 
tent, both for defraying our current charges, and 
even the interest on the loans themselves, through 
the medium of some magical paper machinery, 
that he deemed it important to bring these doc- 
trines to an early test, before they had acquired a 
too fatal ascendency either here or elsewhere in 
our country. 

The ability of a: Government to obtain any 
considerable sums by way of loans upon eligible 
terms, Mr. Bacon said, depended, he apprehended, 
mostly upon the market value which the public 
funds or stocks of the country bore in the market. 
Since no prudent capitalist could be expected to 
loan his money to a Government for this security 
at par, if that security would in all probability 
immediately fall in his hands below the nominal 
value which it expressed to be worth; when this 
was the case the only mode of obtaining the use 
of such capital must be by ailowing to the lender 
an extra interest, or in some other way afford 
him a premium therefor beyond the ordinary rate 
of legal interest in the country. 

The market value of public stocks or funds 
depends again upon the proportion between the 
interest which they bear, and the profit which 
can be made by investing individual capital in 
some private enterprise. or employment which 
the situation and circumstances of the country 
affords. It is influenced by the plenty or scarcity 
of money or capital in the country, by the credit 
of the Government itself, and by the quantity of 
its stock which shall be circulating in the market. 
These are principles which are neither novel or 
original, they are founded on universal experi- 
ence, and require, it is presumed, no illustration 
to establish them in the mind of any man who 
has at all reflected upon the subject. Let us then 
apply them to the circumstances and case of our 


debt and on new loans, should be immediately |}own country. In the first place, it is well knowa 
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that we are not yet a couatry having at its com-| considerable extent, thrown out of its ordinary 
mand a large disposable moneyed capital. That| channels of employment, and may, on that ac- 
we are a nation strong in our own peculiar re- | count, be more readily drawn into the public 


sources, in a well-directed and successtul agricul- 
ture, in the general industry of our people, and, 
until of late, in a growing and flourishing com- 





funds. But, it is at the same time to be considered, 
that our country affords other very wide and 
profitable fields of employment for Capital besides 


merce, is not to be doubted. But, as compared | commercial pursuits, such as investment in our 
with most other nations, whose exigencies have | new lands, pushing forward new settlements, and 
compelled them to resort to an extensive system | improvements in agriculture generally. These 
of public credit, we are, in regard to a surplus | objects have already been sufficiently tempting to 
moneyed capital, comparatively poor and feeble. | draw to them very considerable sums, both of do- 
It is true that we have a nominal bank capital of | mestic and foreign capital. Our manufactures 
some fifty or sixty millions of dollars, and much | are already gaining an extension, and some of 
reliance is apparently placed upon this for the | these branches realize a profit which is svffi- 
facilities of loans. Undoubtedly we shall be able | ciently tempting tu draw forth much capital for 
to obtain considerable aids from that quarter, but | their prosecution—and in time of war the scanti- 
still it is to be feared that some of our calcula- ness of foreign supplies and the increasing de- 
tions on that may be ill founded. A considerable | mand of our own manufactures must probably 
part of this capital, there is reason to believe, | increase both the demand and the profit upon 
rests upon credit in some shape or other, and is | them. It may be added, that every man who has 
one which its holders are compelled to manage | commercia! capital on hand will calculate that 
with the utmost caution and circumspection. | the war will not probably last many years—that 
Their loans do not generally extend beyond sixty | at its close, new and profitable channels of com- 
days, and they are enabled to extend or contract | merce will again be opened, when he can resume 
their diseounts precisely in proportion to the pres- | his ordinary pursuits: and would not these men 
sure that is like to be made upon them, and to | very frequently prefer reserving their capital for 
the general state of commercial and other credit. | such a use, at a period which they would at least 
It is not such loans that will answer our purpose; | flatter themselves could not be far distant, to 
they must be made irredeemable for a much | tying it down in a permanent loan to the Gov- 
longer period, perhaps for ten or twelve years. | ernment? It is true, that the transferable nature 

But the difficulty of obtaining loans in this | of public stock, always enables its holders to re- 
country to any very great extent does not rest | alize its value by sale in the market, and to con- 
altogether upon theory; we are not without some | vert the capital held in it to any other use which 
experience on that point. From the late Bank of | they may prefer—but any unusual sales must in- 
the United States, strong as it was in capital, | evitably depress the market value, and thus expose 
and dependent as it was upon the Government, | the original holder to a loss—and upon all these 
the whole amount of the loans which they were | remote circumstances, those who have money to 





enabled to make us during the continuance of 
their charter, hardly amounted to seven millions. 
It is well known that during the year 1796, the | 
Government, being pressed for the payment of 
the loans previously effected with that bank and | 
the bank of New York, opened a domestic loan | 


invest, can and will calculate with much greater 


precision and correctness than we can do for 


them. 

These (Mr. B. said) are some of the consider- 
ations which struck him as worthy of considera- 
tion when we are about calculating on the pros- 


for five millions, but were able to obtain sub- | pects which we have of obtaining to a very ex- 
scriptions only to the amount of eighty thousand | tensive degree domestic loans upon very moderate 
dollars, and that irredeemable for more than | terms of interest, and that too on the supposition 
twenty years, and were moreover compelled, in | that we provide a settled revenue sufficient at 
order to meet their engagements, to sell.a large | least to meet our ordinary expenses, and the in- 
portion of their shares in the bank upon the best | terest on the debt which we may annually con- 
terms they were able to do. The credit of the | tract. But, if we suffer ourselves to yield to the 
Government was as good then as it is now, and | new theory of borrowing both principal and ia- 
there was certainly as strong a disposition in the | terest, we have no data by which to judge upon 
moneyed interest of the nation to accommodate what probable terms loans may be obtained at 
them as there nowis. The truth is, if we can | all, or how long it will be before we must wind 
make it for the interest of capitalists to lend us | up business, This is an experiment which it is 
this money, we shall undoubtedly obtain it, even | believed no regular or provident Government, 
from our enemies; and on no other consideration | which relied upon public opinion and voluntary 
should we flatter ourselves from obtaining a sin- credit for the support of its exigencies, has of late 
gle cent from those whom we call our friends. || been presumptuous enough to attempt. Under 

it is not to be doubted that since that period | such a system of finance, our course must proba- 
the moneyed capital of the nation has experienced | bly be that of all other individuals of desperate 
a very considerable augmentation; and, so far as fortune and broken resources, and, like other bank- 
that goes, it is to be hoped that our ability of | rupts, we must trust to chance, and get along at 
obtaining domestic loans will be facilitated. It | the mercy of sharpers and shavers. He did not 
is also inevitable that, in a period of war, the | use these terms in relation to those who would 
commercial capital of the country will be, toa | take advantage of our necessities by way of re- 
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proach against them. The public debt of a na- 
tion was always a fair object of speculation, and 
if, by a course of improvident conduct, we drive 
ourselves to the necessity of yielding to ruinous 
and unconscionable demands, the fault lies at our 
own door, and we ought to be made accountable 
to the nation for the result. Under such a sys- 
tem of management, it is impossible to say what 
prudent capitalist would trust us at all, or upon 
what, even tolerable, terms. But, suppose for a 
moment that all doubts of this sort were removed, 
what would be the inevitable effect of throwing 
into the marketannually suchan increased amount 
of public debt as this system must require? The 
same at least as glutting it with any other com- 
modity beyond the natural rise and demand, and, 
from the delicate nature of public credit, probably 
much greater and more sensible. The result of 
it for only two years is briefly alluded to in the 
report of the committee, going on the supposi- 
tion of an extraordinary expenditure of eleven 
millions a year. We must, if no additional re- 
source be provided, raise by loan for the next 
year $17,560,000, and for the succeeding year, 
$18,220,000, exclusive of $1,570,000 annually for 
the reimbursement of the old debts agreeably to 
existing contract, making an average of nearly 
twenty millions annually. The effects of such 
an operation upon the price of public stocks, and 
the consequent terms of all future loans, must be 
abundantly manifest. 

Weare not (said Mr, B.) without some expe- 
rience also on this point. He had been informed, 
from sources that he believed could be depended 
upon, that, owing to the difficulty of making re- 
mittances from Great Britain to this country by 
means of British manufactures, American mer- 
chants had been in the habit, during the last 
year, of purchasing American stocks which were 
owned in Great Britain, and remitting them to 
this country. The whole amount, however, did 
not probably exceed three millions. But, the ef- 
fect of throwing only this unusual quantity into 
market had, he was assured, sunk the price of 
stocks, for a considerable part of the year, as much 
as four per cent. below their former price, and 
had at one time reduced. them below par. They 
had in some measure recovered from this depres- 
sion. But he perceived that, though it was now 
nearly at the close of a quarter, when they were 
usually a little higher than at other periods, they 
were now quoted in the price currents of the 
day as but barely at par; in one instance he had 
lately noticed they were stated as a little below. 
From this circumstance, then, we may perhaps 
judge something of the effect which may be pro- 
duced by a sudden influx of new stock to the 
annual amount of twenty millions. 

it is well known that the Government of Great 
Britain, with her immense mass of funded debt, 
does not venture to put into circulation at once a 
very large perce of new stock. It is there let 
out gradually, and as the state of the market will 
bear, through the medium of the bank, who act 
as the agents of the successful bidders of the loan, 
and support them in all their operations—a mode 
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which, from the manner of taking loans, and for 
other reasons, cannot in this country be so suc- 
cessfully adopted. 

It was not his disposition (Mr. B. said) to over- 
rate the strength or wisdom of our adversary, 
much less to undervalue those of our own coun- 
try. But we are about to engage in a solemn 
conflict with Great Britain, and it may be well 
for us to estimate accurately in the outset, not 
only her military and her naval strength, but 
what is of at least equal importance in modern 
warfare, her pecuniary and financial strength ; 
for, to understand sel the full extent of the 
force which we may have to encounter, affords 
the only probable chance we have for overcoming 
it. We have been accustomed to consider the 
situation of British finances to be such that her 
Government must be on the very verge of bank- 
ruptey. Perhapsit was so. With respect to her 
general paper system he did not pretend to be 
able to make any certain calculations. But, if 
we have not the wisdom or the firmness to raise 
even so large a portion of our current expendi- 
tures by adequate revenue as is now asked for by 
the Executive and by the committee, he would 
hazard the prediction that we should very shortly 
indeed advance much more rapidly in the road 
to national bankruptcy than Great Britain has as 
yet done, with all her follies and all her prodi- 
gality. How far, then, does she rely upon a 
mere system of loans and public credit for the 
supply of her annual expenditures? Io the year 
1808, her whole annual expenditure, including 
the sums applied to the redemption of her debt, 
was about seventy-five millions sterling, of which 
she raised within the year about fifty-eight mil- 
lions by taxes, and about seventeen millions by 
loans. 

The interest of her public debt was about 
twenty millions, and the amount of principal ex- 
tinguished during the year was more than nine 
millions, being more than half of the whole 
amount borrowed, and leaving a net increase of 
debt of but about eight millions, or less than one- 
ninth part of her whole expenditure. In 1811 
the proportions raised by taxes and by loans were 
about the same. It may also be remarked, that 
on every new loan which was authorized by that 
Government of late years, they made it a prin- 
ciple to provide funds from accruing revenue suf- 
ficient not only to pay the annual interest on the 
loan, but also to reimburse annually one per cent. 
on its principal. From these and other provis- 
ions which had been adopted into her financial 
system, the Government was enabled to borrow 
money at a lower rate of interest than they had 
done twenty years since, notwithstanding the 
immense increase of their debt within that pe- 
riod. Great Britain as well knows the extent 
and strength of our financial means as we do 
ourselves, and let us not, by a feeble, a ruinous, 
anda shortsighted system, teach her to despise us. 

Much has been said out of this House, and 
considerable within it, though not in debate, upon 
the facility with which all our expenses might 
be defrayed, by some sort of paper system, called 
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Exchequer bills and Treasury notes; and it 
seemed to possess the minds of some gentlemen 
that this species of Government paper might be 
invested with a sort of magical effect, which 
would at once acquire unbounded credit, without 
danger of depreciation, although no particular 
provision should be made for paying the interest 
upon it, or for its ultimate redemption. It had 
indeed been casually mentioned by the Secretary 
of the Treasury that such papers might occa- 
sionally be issued to a small but moderate ex- 
tent; and it was evident that he did not calculate 
upon it as anything more than a small auxiliary 
aid to the principal revenue, and as something 
perhaps in anticipation of it, or to make good 
unexpected deficiencies. 
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omitted. This can only be done by the early or- 
ganization of a revenue commensurate to the 
preservation of our credit unimpaired. 

But it may be said, that we can well enough 
carry on a war for one year upon our credit alone, 
and that it will be time enough after that to pro- 
vide additional revenues. It is probably forgot- 
ten that this isthe very basis assumed by the 
committee, and on which we must proceed. For 
the expenses of this year we have already author- 
ized a loan of eleven milliens, and upon that we 
If we provide a system of revenue 

this year, it will not come into the Treasury un- 
til the next; the question then was, not whether 
' we should carry on the war one year upon loans ; 


these Exchequer bills, and to what extent are | providing of revenue to the extent proposed by 


the Government able to rely upon them, even in 
Great Britain, from which, it is presumed, our 
notions of them are taken? If gentlemen will 
give themselves the trouble to look into the sub- 


ject, they will find that they are nothing more or | 
ened to. 


less than a Government security bearing interest 
from the time they issue, circulated through the 
agency of the bank, usually funded like other 
public stocks at the end of the year or other short 
period, and the interest provided for and paid, 
leaving to the Government but little advantage 
over an ordinary loan. 


sorted to thére, that out of an annual expendi- 
ture of seventy or eighty millions they rarely 
venture to issue more than three or four millions 
of Exchequer bills. 
fore, should we be able to derive from them, and 
at the same time preserve our and their credit. 


Of all the other disastrous effects that might | 


be apprehended from the worst events of a tor- 
eign war, Mr. B. said he should most deplore 
those which must result from a broken public 
credit, and a depreciated paper currency, - Its 


operation upon the character of our Govern- | 


ment, both at home and abroad, would be such 
as it would hardly recover from for a century to 
come. Upon the habits and morals of the coun- 


try it would be most corrupting and disastrous, | 


producing a state of general distrust, speculation, 
and fraud, the ruin of the honest and unsuspect- 
ing, and the enriching of the avaricious and un- 


principled. The state of public securities during | 
and after the Revolution afforded us some expe- | 


rience on this head ; and could we again consent 
to see our public paper purchased up by a few 
sagacious and wealthy capitalists at one-eighth 
of its nominal value, and eventually redeemed, 
as it must be, at par? He said it must be, because 
if this paper should settle, as it would do, mostly 
in those sections of the country where money 


capital was the most abundant, and the Govern- | 


ment should, after a peace,.refuse to perform its 
engagement to the holders, it must produce a 
shock upon the Government, which all the arti- 
ficial bonds of our national Union would be un- 
able to resist. He trusted that, in order to pro- 
vide against an occurrence of this nature, no 
means within our power would for a moment be 


So great is the danger of | 
this depreciation, and so cautiously are they re- | 


How small an aid, there- | 


| the committee, and rely for two years upon loans 


for the payment of all our extraordinary expenses 
—a greater portion of the ordinary ones, and the 
interest on our new and old debt. He hoped that 
such degree of improvidence would not be list- 


It had sometimes been whispered that our citi- 
zens might be found unwilling to hear of taxes 
even in prospect until they were fairly engaged 
in the war, and that then they would submit to 
'them with cheerfulness. Mr. B. said, he much 
doubted whether war in itself, under any circum- 
stances, was attended with so many alleviating 
| considerations as to render altogether acceptable 
| in fact that which it was supposed could not be 
| tolerated by our citizens even in prospect. If the 
| pedple will not bear the necessary taxes, it cannot 
| with propriety be said that they will bear the 
' contemplated war, and the sooner we know it the 
better. For his part, he could not reconcile it 
with his ideas of an honest and a fair policy to 
hold out any delusive expectations to the people. 
He wished them to look upon war as he looked 
upon it, and as it really was, a rugged and a thor- 
ny road, and not a primrose path of mere pastime 
and revelry. Let us not content ourselves with 
hobbling along upon the temporary expedients of 
the day, which must soon fail us, and with them 
the people themselves will desert us. Let us ra- 
| ther do our duty to ourselves and to the people, 
‘leaving it to them te do what they shall think 
| theirs to us. 

If then, (said Mr. B.,) the necessity of providing 
at this time additional revenue is apparent, at 
least to the extent proposed by the committee, the 
remaining question is, as tothe sourcesfrom which 
itcan most easily and conveniently be drawn. 
These, in this country, it is well known, are not 
numerous. Our internal moneyed capital is com- 
| paratively small; and those branches of industry 
'and manufacture, which in most European coun- 
tries are the sources of large revenues, are few 
| and feeble. It has been’the g@@neral endeavor of 
_ the committee to select such as promised to be the 
| most productive in themselves, and as, in their 
| judgment, he presumed, would bear with the most 
| equality upon the different sections and interests 

of the country. Whether they had attained this 
object, was a question for the House to decide. 
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War Taxes. 


He would say for himself ,that, though be had fully The duties upon sales at auction, so far as jr 
assented to the general system recommended by | applied to goods and merchandise, could be cop- 
the committee, he could not pr« fess to be entirely | sidered in its operation as but an additional im- 
satisfied with all the details and proportions of | post on foreign goods, falling pretty much upon 
some of the duties proposed. One thing at least, | the consumer. As it applied to the sale of ships 
he thought, might safely be affirmed in the gene- | and vessels, it would fall the most heavily on the 


ral, that the interior or agricultural interest had 
no right to complain when they compared their 
burdens with those proposed to be laid upon the 
cities and the seaboard generally; and he had ra- 
ther, for one, that some of them had been a little 
differently apportioned. He would very briefly 
notice them all in this point of view, and in rela- 
tion to their local and sectional bearing. 

The first was, the additional duty of impost. 
This being generally a tax upon consumption, 
was probably more equal upon the whole, in rela- 


tion to its local bearings, than any other mode of | 


raising money which we could resort to, which, 
added tothe consideration of its more easy col- 
lection, had made it heretofore almost the only 
one on which we had relied, and would probably 
be so again on the return of peace. The great 
question, in relation to it, was the extent to which 
it could safely and practically be carried; and in 
this point of view he would notice it hereafter. 
The second object propused, was the retention 
of twenty-five per cent. on the amount of draw- 
backs. This he considered might fairly be put 
down as a deduction from mercantile profit on 
that branch of our export trade, which consisted 
of re-exportations of foreign articles, and operat- 
ibg of course almost exclusively upon the com- 
mercial sections of the country. In time of war, 
the amotint of that trade must be very inconsider- 
able, and the product of the duty of course small. 
The additional tonnage duty might-appear at 





| mercantile sections of the country. 

The duties on sugars refined, must from their 
nature fall upon the consumers in every part of 
the Union, and was perhaps as equal in its opera- 
tion as any other existing duty. 

The duty upon carriages must fall much the 
most heavily on the Atlantic States, both North- 

| ern, Middle, and Southern, at least as far as Vir- 
| ginia ; but would be felt in a very inconsiderable 
| degree by the Western States—he considered it 
| comparatively as a pretty heavy one. 

The stamp duties would in their operation be 
found to apply almost exclusively to banking and 
mercantile operations in the first instance ; but, 
so far as they might have a tendency to raise the 
interest of money, would probably indirectly fall 
more or less upon almost every portion of the 
country. 

The direct tax, upon whatever principles it 
might be laid and assessed, would, it was very 
certain, be found to fall much the most heavily 
upon the agricultural, interior, and newly settled 
portions of the Union—the aggregate wealth and 
the active disposable capital whick could be spared 
_ for the purpose of contributing to the payment of 
any species of tax, being so much less than in the 
commercial and old settled States, a tax which 
was apportioned merely by numbers of inhabit- 
ants would undoubtedly be found much more dif- 
ficult to pay. The alleviating considerations 
which had been suggested by the Secretary of the 


first view to fall also entirely on the mercantile | Treasury in regard to its actual operation upon 
part.of the community ; but would not it incor- | the Western States, however, furnished a very 


porate itself, in a great measure, with the freight, 
and like that fall eventually very much upon the 
consumer of the articles which were the subjects 
of freight? He apprehended it might. 

The salt tax, it was evident, fell almost exclu- 


| 
| 





great drawback upon their real weight; and those 
States had, he apprehended upon the whole, the 
least right of all others to complain of the com- 
bined operation of the whole system. 

Mr. B. said, he had thus given briefly, imper- 


sively upon the agricultural part of the country, | fectly. and, perhaps, very incorrectly, such views 


and org ace J upon that portion of them living 
in t 


at section between the seaboard and the | 


as he had been able to form in relation to the gen- 
eral bearings of the system under consideration. 


Western waters—the former, from their contigui- | He was sensible of his great incompetence to do 


ty to the salt water, requiring the use of very little 
salt, and the latter being supplied from their in- 
terior manufactures. 


jortee to so extensive and complicated a subject. 
is impressions were given with real diffidence, 


; and he should be happy to see his errors corrected 


The duty upon stills would probably fall the by gentlemen of more experience and sagacity. 
most heavy, compared with any other species of | He trusted that geatlemen who concurred in the 
tax, upon the Middle and Western States, who | necessity of raising at this time, ia some way or 
manulactured the greatest quantity of domestic | other, the amount of reyenue which had been pro- 





spirits. It would be remarked, that it was extreme- 
ly light, indeed, and calculated to raise but half 
of what was collected from the same object in | 
the year 1800. 

The tax upow retailers, including tavern- 
keepers, lre considered as likely to fall with much 
the greatest weight upon the cities in the first 
place, and arora? upon the northern and mid- 
dle portions of the Union ; thoughsome gentlemen 
professed to view it otherwise, it was, in his 
view, compared with others, a very heavy one. 














posed by the committee, would not be governed in 
their votes by mere local considerations, growing 
out of the unequal operation of any one species of 
tax upon their particular constituents; but that 
they would rather look to the combined operation 
of the whole system, and with those enlarged 
views, by the aid of which alone we could ex- 
pect to come to a successful and practicable re- 
sult; and that if, after all, any member should 
feel it his duty to withhold his assent from any 
one or more of the proposed objects of taxation, 
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that he would at the same time endeavor to point 
out some source equally productive and more just 
in its operation to which it might be thought ex 
pedient to resort. 

Mr. B. said, he would now add but a few ob- 
servations in relation to the first resolution more 
immediately under the consideration of the com- 
mittee, and would then submit the whole subject 
to the good sense of the House, reserving only 
such explanations as might be called for on the 
other propositions submitted in the report. 

As to the amount to Which it might be found 
practicable or expedient to carry the present du- 
ties of impost, he had not that practical knowledge 
which enabled him to determine with any great 
degree of certainty, though he was persuaded that 
they might safely be carried much higher than 
they were at present, if the exigencies of the coun- 
try required it. He found that on every former 
increase which had taken place, it had been said 
by many gentlemen that they were already as 
high as they would bear, without incurring the 
danger of smuggling, and the consequent ciminu- 
tion of the revenue expected from them; such, 
however, had in. no instance, he believed, been 
the result. Hethen adverted to the various pe- 
riods when such increase of duties had taken 
place, and stated, that from official documents it 
appeared not only that the actual revenue had in- 
creased proportionably, but that the articles them- 
selves upon which such increased duties had been 
laid, had also experienced a regular and progres- 
sive increase of importation. What wasthe high- 
est point to which the duty could now be carried, 
it was impossible to say ; practical men of great 
weight and respectability differed widely upon 
this question, and it could probably be conclusive- 
ly settled only by experiment. The high author- 
ity of the Secretary of the Treasury was decided- 
ly ia favor of the amount recommended by the 
committee. He should be happy, he said, to hear 
the opinions of experienced members on all sides 
of the House on this point, having very little con- 
fidence in his own opinions ; but he would move, 
under his present impressions, that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole should concur with the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means in the adoption of the 
first resolution. 

When Mr. Bacon had concluded, the Commit- 
tee rose, and the House adjourned. 


W epnespay, Feburary 26. 


Mr. Dawson, from the committee appointed on 
the petition of the Ursuline Nuns, of the city of 
New Orleans, presented a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of War to exchange lands with the Ur- 
suline Nuns in the city of New Orleans; which 
was read twice, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole on Friday next. 

The following resolution, in the form of a joint 
resulution of the two Houses, was submitted by 
Mr. Seyperr: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Congress assem- 
led, That the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
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of the House of Representatives, for the time being, 
be, and they are hereby, authorized to grant the use of 
the books in the Library of Congress to the Judges of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, at the times, 
and on the same terms, conditions, and restrictions, as 
members of Congress are allowed to use said books. 


The resolution was read twice, and ordered to 
be engrossed, and read the third time to-morrow. 


WAR TAXES. 


The House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the report of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, proposing a pla to raise the 
reyenue necessary for the service of the present 
and two succeeding years ;” and, after some time 
spent therein, the Committee rose, and reported 
their agreement to the resolutions therein con- 
tained, amended to read as follows: 


1. Resolved, That an addition of one hundred per 
centum be made to the several rates of permanent du- 
ties now imposed, by law, on all goods, wares, and 
merchandise, imported into the United States, 

2. Resolved, That twenty-five per centum be retain- 
ed on all drawbacks allowed by law, on the exportation 
of goods, wares, and merchandise, exported from the 
United States. 

3. Resolved, That additional tonnage duties be laid 
at the following rates, viz : 

1. On all vessels licensed for the coasting trade or 
fisheries, twenty cents a ton per year. 

2. On all other vessels owned by citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, twenty-five cents per ton on the entry of 
the vessel. 

3. On all foreign vessels, one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per ton on the entry of the vessel. 

4. Resolved, That a duty of twenty cents per bushel 
be laid upon all salt imported into the United States. 

5. Resolved, That duties be laid on licenses to distil 
spirits at the following rates, viz: 

1. On stills employed in distilling spirits from for- 
eign materials, at the rate of seventy-five cents per 
gallon, on the capacity of such stills. 

2. On stills solely employed in distilling spirits from 
domestic materials, at any distillery at which there are 
one or more stills of more capacity, together, than one 
hundred and fifty gallons, at the rate of fifty cents per 
gallon, on the capacity of such stills, 

3. On other stills, solely employed in distilling spir- 
its from fruit, at the rate of five dollars on each still a 

ear. 

, 4. On other stills, solely employed in distilling spir- 
its from any domestic materials, at the rate of fifteen 
dollars on each still a year. 

6. Resolved, That duties be laid on licenses to re- 
tailers of wines, spirits, and foreign merchandise, in- 
cluding tavern-keepers, at the following rates, namely : 

If in cities, towns, or villages, containing more than 
one hundred families, 
| 1. On retailers of foreign merchandise, including 
wines and spirits, twenty-five dollars. 

2. Ditto, of wines alone, twenty dollars. 

3. Ditto, of spirits alone, twenty dollars. 

4. Ditto, of domestic spirits alone, fifteen dollars. 

5. Ditto, of foreign merchandise, other than wines 
and spirits, fifteen dollars. 

If any other place than cities, towns, or villages, con- 
taining more than one hundred families, 

1. On retailers of foreign merchandise, including 
wines and spirits, fifteen dollars. 
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2. Ditto, of wines and spirits, fifteen dollars. 

3. Ditto, of domestic spirits alone, ten dollars. 

4. Ditto, of foreign merchandise, other than wines 
and spirits, fifteen dollars. 

7. Resolved, That duties be laid on sales at auction 
of foreign merchandise, for every hundred dollars of 
the purchase money, two dollars; and on sales at auc- 
tion of ships or vessels, for every hundred dollars. of 
the purchase money, twenty-five cents. 

8. Resolved, That a duty of four cents per pound 
be laid on all sugars refined in the United States, al- 
lowing a drawback on the exportation of the same. 

9. Resolved, That duties be laid on carriages, used 
for the conveyance of persons, at the following rates, 
viz: 

1. On every coach, chariot, and post chaise, twenty- 
five dollars. 

2. On every pheton, and on every coachee having 
pannel work in the upper division thereof, fifteen dol- 
lars. 

3. On every other four-wheel carriage hanging on 
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abet right to the new and improved method of 
ighting light-houses, and for other purposes.” 
with amendments. They have also passed a bil! 
for the establishment of of a General Land Office 
in the. Department of the Treasury; in which 
amendments and bill they desire the concurrence 
of this House. : 


WAR TAXES. 


The House took up the report of the Commi. 
tee of the Whole on the war taxes ; when a con- 
currence in the first resolution, increasing the im. 
post duties one hundred per cent. being under 
consideration ; and the yeas and nays being calle; 
upon the resolution, the Speaker directed the 
Clerk to proceed with the call. Just after Mr, 
Auston had answered to his. name. Mr. Wingery 
addressed the Speaker. The Speaker decided 
that the call had commenced, and the gentleman 
could not, therefore, according to the rules of the 





House, be heard, except the House should deter- 
mine otherwise. The call was insisted upon, and 
the resolution was concurred in, 71 to 40, as fol- 
lows : 


steel springs, ten dollars. 

4. On every four-wheel carriage hanging on iron 
or wooden springs, and on every two-wheel carriage, 
with atop, or hanging on steel or iron springs, five 


dollars. Yeas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste. 
5. On every other four or two-wheel carriage, three | venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, William W. Bibb, 
dollars. Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, 


10. Resolved, That stamp duties be laid on the fol- 
lowing instruments of writing, viz: 

1. On all notes payable to bearer or order, issued by 
any bank or bankers, at rates on an average of one 
dollar for every hundred dollars, with an eption to pay 
in lieu thereof two-and-a-half per centum on their divi- 
dends. 

2. On all notes-of-hand above fifty dollars, payable 
to bearer or order, having one or more endorsérs ; and 
on all bills of exchange, above fifty dollars, having one 
or more endorsers, at rates on an average of five cents 
for every hundred dollars. son, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas New- 

ll. Resolved, That three millions of dollars be raised ton, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, 
by a direct tax, to be apportioned among the several | junior, Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, William M. 
States, agreeably to the rule prescribed by the Consti- | Richardson, Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, Jahn Roane, 
tution. Jonathan Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, 

12. Resolved, That eachi State be authorized to pay | Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
the amount of its quota to the United States, with a| Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George 
deduction of fifleen per cent, if paid before the assess- | Smith, John Smith, William Strong, George M. Troup, 
ment is commenced, and of seven-and-a-half per cent. | Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 
if paid before the tax becomes due. Naxrs—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 

13. Resolved, That all the duties above enumerated: | Bleecker, Jas. Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaph- 
and the tax aforesaid, shall be laid and become paya™ | roditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Daven- 
ble only after the United States shall have become en- | port, jun., William Ely, James Emott, James Fisk, Asa 
gaged in a war with a foreign European nation. Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin 

14, Resolved, That the said duties and tax shall con- | Gray, Richard Jackson, junior, Philip B. Key, Joseph 
tinue until one year after the conclusion of peace with | Lewis, junior, Robert, Le Roy Livingston, George c. 
such foreign nation, and no longer. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, James Milnor, Jonathan 

And then the House adjourned. O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, ‘Timothy Pitkin, junior, 
Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, Henry 
M. Ridgely, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Lewis 
B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, 
Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, junior, Lewis Wheaton, 
Leonard White, William Widgery, and Thomas 
Wilson. 

A concurrence in the second resolution, in re- 
lation to drawbacks was the next question. 


William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
Matthew Clay, James Cochran, William Crawford, 
Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel 
Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix 
Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, 
Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Jo- 
seph Kent, William R. King, William Lowndes, Aaron 
Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, William McCoy, Samuel Mc- 
Kee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Samuel L. 
Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nel- 





Tuorspay, February 27. 

The resolution granting to the Judges of the 
Supreme Court the privilege of using the bouks 
of the Congress Library, was read the third time 
and passed. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill from this}! Mr. McK«m said, if the House calculated upon 
House “ to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- | this provision as an article of revenue, they would 
ury, under the direction of the President of the | certainly be disappointed ; for he believed, instead 
United States, to purchase of Winslow Lewis his | of benefiting the revenue, it would injure it. 
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Mr. Fisk moved to postone the further consid- 
eration of all the resolutions before the House 
uotil the first Monday in April next. Mr. F. as- 
signed as his reasons for this motion, that as all 
wereagreed these taxes were war taxes, he thought 
ittime enough to agree upon them when war be- 
came certain; that there was no doubt the re- 
sourees of the country were amply sufficient 
whenever Congress determined to call them forth, 
but he saw no necessity for alarming the people 
with odious taxes beforehand. Another reason 
for the postponement, he said he disliked the sys- 
tem, and if a little time was given, a more ac- 
ceptable one td the people might be formed. 
Whenever war became unavoidable, he would be 
as ready as any other member to vote the neces- 
sary taxes; but he wished not to vote for them 
inadvance. It was on this ground he had voted 
against the first resolution. 

Mr. Porter séconded the motion for postpone- 
ment. Whenever the question of war came be- 
fore the House, he would be as ready to vote for 
itas any member, and for taxes to support it; 
and now, if gentlemen would say they were ready 
to lay the taxes, without reserve, he would vote 
for them, but he wished not to lay them by anti- 
cipation. . 

This motion was opposed hy Messrs. McKim, 
Smitie, Troup, Raea, Jounson, Boyp, Finpiey. 
Catnoun, aod Cueves, on the ground of its im- 
propriety and impolicy. The Committee of Ways 
and Means having recommended to Congress a 
system of taxation, which has been published to 
the world, and this House having, in committee. 
agreed, by large majorities, to the several taxes 
proposed by that committee, to be laid whenever 
a war shall take place, and not before, and if no 
war takes place, of course the whole will bea 
dead letter, it would appear strange if they were 
now to adopt a motion like the present. The 


| people would be ata loss to account for such a 


course. They would begin to fear Congress were 


not serious in their declarations of a determina- 


tion to support the rights of the country. The 


| people must know that war cannot be carried on 


Without taxes—that the one cannot be had with- 


out the other, and it will certainly be much bet- 
' ler to fix upon a system before we get involved 


in war, than have to do it afterwards. At all 


} events, as the system has been reported and acted 


upon, it ought not now tu be laid aside. Such a 
course might throw obstacles in the way of ob- 
taining the loan which had been authorized. It 
was believed the people are prepared and ready 
lor war, and willing to pay the necessary taxes 
incident to such a state; that they feared more 
the want of sufficient energy in Congress than 
the levying of necessary taxes in support of the 
war; that if Congress did their duty, they would 
have nothing to fear from the people—they are 
ready to make a stand; that it was time to aban- 
don all temporizing policy ; our national charac- 
ter was at stake in the course which Congress 
was about to take; it was hoped therefore that 
no motion like the one now proposed would be 
countenanced, but that the House would proceed 
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in perfecting the system of taxation reported by 


the committee, and recommit the report to the 
Committee of Ways and Means as the founda- 
tion of a bill. When that bill shall be reported, 
it would be open for discussion ; and if any im- 
provement could be made in the system, members 
would be at liberty to propose their amendments. 

After some observations from Mr. WinGery, 
in favor of a shorter postponement, in which he 
expressed his dislike tosome parts of the system 
proposed, Mr. Fisk modified his motion so as to 
make the postponement till Monday week. 

Mr. Bacon, from motives of delicacy, as gen- 
tlemen had declared they wished to have further 
time to consider the subject, would be obliged to 
vote in favor of the motion. 

The question was taken on the postponement, 
and negatived, 93 to 31. as follows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, William Anderson, Steven- 
son Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, Abijah Bige- 
low, James Breckenridge, Epaphroditus Champion, Jas. 
Cochran, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, James Fisk, 
Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Philip B. Key, Joseph 
Lewis, jr., George C. Maxwell, Israel Pickens, Benja- 
min Pond, Peter B. Porter, John Randolph, William 
M. Richardson, Thomas Sammons, Samuel Shaw, Silas 
Stow, William Strong, Uri Tracy, Charles Turner, jr., 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., William Widgery, and Thos. 
Wilson. 

Nars—David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Harmanus Bleecker, Adam 
Boyd, Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, William A. 
Barwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon 
Cheves, Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, William 
Crawford, John Davenport, jr., Roger Davis, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Emott, 
William Findley, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thos. 
Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Pe- 
terson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Felix 
Grundy, Bolling Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, 
Richard Jackson, jr., Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, 
William R. King, Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph 
Lefever, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, Wil- 
liam Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, Thomas 
Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel 
McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James 
Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Anthony 
New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen 
Ormsby, Joseph Pearson, William Piper, Timothy Pit- 
kin, jr., James Pleasants, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel 
Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, 
William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, 
John Sevier, Adam Seybert, John Smilie, George 
Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, 
Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tall- 
madge, George M. Troup, Laban Wheaton, Leonard 
White, Robert Whitehill, Richard Winn, and Robert 
Wright. 

The question returned on concurring in the 
second resolution in relation to drawbacks. 

Mr. Srow said he should vote in the negative, 
because he conceived it would not be consistent 
with good faith to passa regulation of this kind 
which would apply to goods already imported. 

The resolution was agreed to, 78 to.47, as fol- 
lows: 


Zenmigag res, cae— *<ens tan a Seas eats 


e8- 
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Yeas— Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Stev- | M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Robert Whitehil] Ww 
enson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell | Widgery, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright.—29 - 
Bassett, William W, Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam | Nayrs—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmany 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William | Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, F . 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Sea 
Clay, James Cochran, Lewis ‘Condit, William Craw- | port, jr., William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Thos. 
ford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias | R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Richard 
Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas | Jackson, jr., Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Josep) 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix | Lewis, jr., Archibald McBryde, James Milnor, cea 
Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, | L. Mitchill, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson 
Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Jos. | Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, 
Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, | John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, 
Peter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathan- | Thomas Sammons, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, 
iel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Wil- | Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tl), 
liam McCoy, Samuel McKee, Arunah Metcalf, James | madge, Uri Tracy, Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., Laban 
Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson,. Anthony | Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson,—49. 
New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen The fourth resolution came next, under cop- 
Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleas- sideration, laying a duty on salt. 
ants, jr., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Samuel Mr. M. Guar heted the House would not con. 
Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, | eyr with the committee in the adoption of this 
William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, | resolution, as its operation would be very unequal; 
Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, John for nearly the whole duty would be paid by th 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Richard Stanford, | ‘aye eyuntry. by about one-third of che went 
Wiliam Strong, George M. Troup, Robert Whitehill, P the Uni Vs y ae - re people 
Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. Of the Waite tates, as the people on the —" 
Nars—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus board had no occasion to use this article for their 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa- cattle. and the inhabitants of the Western coun- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Daven- | TY; he understood, got their salt for ten centsa 
port, jr.; Samuel Dinsmoor, William Ely, James Emott, bushel. f. Deethins. 
James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles} | Mr. Stanrorp joined Mr. Cuay in his opposi- 
Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, jr.,| tion to this resolution. 
Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., Robert; After afew remarks from Mr. Seyserr and 
Le Roy Livingston, Archibald McBryde, Alexander | Mr. Newron in favor of the tax, the House ad. 
McKim, James Milnor, Samuel L. Mitchill, Jonathan | journed, without taking the question. 
O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha 
R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, William 
Reed, William M. Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, Frivay, February 28. 
Samuel Shaw, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B.| The Speaker laid before the House a letter 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri | from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
Tracy, Charles Turner, jr., Pierre Van Cortlandt, jr., | a statement of the gross and net amount of the 
Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, William Widgery, | customs of the United States, in obedience toa 
and Thomas Wilson. resolution of the House, of the eleventh ultimo: 
The question was next taken on the third ar which were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

















olution, laying additional tonnage duties,and car-| The bill from the Senate “for the establish- 
ried, 82 to 40, as follows: } ment of a General Land Office in the Department 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Stev- | Of the Treasury” was read twice and referred 
enson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell | the Committee on the Public Lands. 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam The House proceeded to consider the amené: 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William | ments of the Senate to the bill “to authorize the 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon: Cheves, Matthew | Secretary of the Treasury, under the direction o 
Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condit, William Craw-| the President of the United States, to purchase of 
ford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Sam-| Winslow Lewis his-patent right to the new aod 
uel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Findley, James | jmproved method of lighting light-houses, and for 
Fisk, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson | other purposes;” and the amendments were cou- 
Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling : 

: curred in by the House. 

Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Rich-) 4, Basser, observed, that a new edition of the 
ard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner Meaaus) of Poviiausestir Pesari eee 
Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, William Lowndes, b blished i hij . y pee godin d 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, © PUSHENOS Met aoe Sey and as he believe he 
Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Al- book could be placed in the Library that would be 
exander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jere- | MOF useful to members of Congress, he had pre 
miah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas pared a resolution proposing to authorize the Clerk 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel | '0 Subscribe for as many copies as mizht appeat 
Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jr., Benja- | SUfficient for the ‘use of the number of new men 
min Pord, Peter B. Porter, William M. Richardson, | bers which might at any time be in the House. 
Samuel Ringgold, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan | It was in the following words: 
Roberts, William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer | “ Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be author- 
Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, John Smilie, Geo. | ized to subscribe with Joseph Milligan and William 
Smith, John Smith, Silas Stow, George Sullivan, George | Cooper for copies of a new edition of Jefferson's 
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Manual, provided they annex thereto the standing | encourage manufactures of every kind, but, more 
ules and orders of this/House, to be paid for out of | especially, of such articles as cannot be obtained 
the contingent fund, and the books placed in the Li- | from abroad in time of war. [t was well known 
wary, for the use of Congress. that this country suffered considerably during the 

The blank was filled with fifty, and the reso- | Revolution for want of salt; but now, with proper 
lution agreed to. encouragement, a sufficiency might be furnished 

WAR TAXES. from our own ‘establishments. Besides, if this 
additional tax were to be imposed on salt, it 

The House than resumed the consideration | would raise the price still higher to the con- 
of the report of the Committee of the Whole on | sumers, as eventually every tax is paid by them. 
ihe subject of taxes; when the 4th resolution, | The business of taxation ought to be considered 
proposing a tax on salt, being under consideration, | in the spirit of accommodation; the salt tax would 

Mr. STANFORD rose again to oppose this tax, on | bear a little hard on one part of the country, the 
theground of its being unjust and unequal, opera- | impost and tonnage duty on another, the spirit 
ting principally upon a particular portion of the | tax on another, the carriage and stamp tax on 
Union. The inhabitants on the seaboard had not | another, and the direct taxes on others. It would 
ihesame necessity of Using it for their cattle, and on | be impossible to get taxes to bear equally on all. 
wme parts of the coast manufactories of salt are | It was believed that if the system was taken to- 
established ; and the people to the westward had | gether it would operate as equally as any other 
also salt manufactories, The State of Ohio had | that could be produced. 
been particularly favored by Congress in this re-| The question was taken on agreeing to this 
spect, having had the salt-licks given to them at | tax of ten cents a bushel on domestic salt, and 
the time that State was formed. negatived—yeas 22, nays 96, as follows: 

Mr. Smivie said, the salt-licks had not been| Yxas—Stevenson Archer, David Bard, Martin Chit- 
given to the State of Ohio, without a considera- | tenden, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, William 
ion. They were, in return, to suffer all lands | Crawford, Asa Fitch, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
belonging to the United States to be exempt from | Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Nathaniel Macon, George 
laxation. C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archibald McBryde, 

Mr. BLackLep@e was in favor of the tax, as it | William McCoy, Joseph Pearson, Israel Pickens, John 
would serve to encourage the manufacture of salt | Randolph, John Smith, Richard Stanford, Benjamin 
in our Own country, which, in case of war, would | Tallmadge, and Robert Wright. 


be very desirable. He did not believe that the | _, Na¥s— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, 
neople on the seacoast, or in the Western country. Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, Burwell Bassett, William 


: . . ~| W. Bibb, Abijah Bigelow, William Blackledge, Har- 

. Beer ne coreper thao oe oe af manus Sescker, Adem Boyd, James Breckenridge, 
Ys SE" SUCRE: 88, AVEC, BORED Elijah Brigham, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, 

. | William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Epaphroditus 
Mr. STANFORD moved to amend the resolution, Champion, Langdon Cheves, Lewis Condit, Roger 
by adding a duty of ten cents on all salt manu- Davis, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, 
factured in this country. This motion was ad- | William Ely, James Emott, William Findley, Thomas 
R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Isaiah 
L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, 
John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, Richard 
cock, Tracy, Grunpy, and Catuoun. Jackson, jun., Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, Wil- 
By the advocates of the amendment it was | liam R. King, Abner Lacock, Lyman Law, Joseph 
urged that, if salt imported paid a duty of twenty | Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jun., Peter Little, Robert Le 
cents a bushel, the manufacturers of salt in this | Roy Livingston, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Sam- 
country might very well afford to pay a tax of | uel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcaif, Sam- 
half that sum, as they would then have an advan- | vel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
tage of ten cents per bushel over foreign salt; coe ne, ae a we Neen ne 
. Mee . ‘homas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, 

atabeee Benes bans jusich - seopeioty ie tanidg | weit. Pine, Tonethy Pithis, jun., Janes Pleasants, 
: . jun., Benjamin Pond, Peter B. Porter, Elisha R. Pot- 

wes Spid:toe. the purpose of raising revenue, and ter Josiah Quincy, William Reed, William M. Rich- 


manufacturers of domestic salt could well afford | ardson, Henry M. Ridgely, Samuel Ringgold, John 








Cray, Guouson, and Wipgery ; and opposed by 
Messrs. BLacktepgs, Kina, Porter Stow, La- 





| (0 pay a tax in case the proposed duty was laid Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William Rod- 


upon imported salt; all, however, who advocated | pan Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 
this tax, declared themselves opposed to a tax ON | Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Daniel Sheffey, 
salt at all; but, if foreign salt was taxed, they | John Smilie, George Smith, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, 
wished that made at home also taxed. Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Uri Tracy, George 


Those opposed to this amendment, said that 
this was the first instance in this or any other 
country of an infant manufacture, and especially 


of a necessary of life, being taxed ; that the tax | 


would have the effect of discouraging these man- 
ufactures. Some salt-licks, it was said, had been 
already laid aside as unprofitable; that it would 
certainly be good policy in this Government to 





M. Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, 


jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, Robert White- 


hill, Thomas Wilson, and Richard W inn. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to 
the proposition, as reported by the Committee of 
the Whole, for laying a duty of twenty eents a 
bushel on imported salt, and negatived—yeas 67, 
nays 60, as follows: 
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Yras—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, 
William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam Boyd, 
William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, William 
Findley, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, 
Obed Hall, Jacob Hufty, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph 
Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, 
William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Samuel McKee, Alex- 
ander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, Samuel 
L. Mitchill, Jeremiah Morrow, Anthony New, Thomas 
Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel 
Pickens, James Pleasants, jun., Peter B. Porter, 
Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Samuel Ringgold, John 
Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas 
Sammons, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, John 
Smilie, George Smith, Silas Stow, Uri Tracy, George 
M. Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, 
jun., and Richard Winn. 

Nays—John Baker, David Bard, Harmanus Bleeck- 
er, James Breckenridge, Elijah -Brigham, Robert 
Brown, William A. Burwell, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, 
Lewis Condit, William Crawford, Roger Davis, Samuel 
Dinsmoor, William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, 
Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Charles Golds- 
borough, Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, John A. 
Harper, Aylett Hawes, Richard Jackson, jun., Philip 
B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, 
jun., Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, ‘Thomas 
Moore, Archibald McBryde, William McCoy, James 
Morgan, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Joseph 
Pearson, William Piper, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Benja- 
min Pond, Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, Henry 
M. Ridgely, John Rhea, William Rodman, John 
Sevier, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smith, 
Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Samuel Taggart, 
Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Rubert White- 
hill, William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, and Robert 
Wright. 

[ Yeas 57, nays60. Absent on this vote twenty- 
three members, viz: Messrs. Barrierr, Suuut- 
van, Corrs, Tatuman, Avery, Cook, Pau.pina, 
Hyneman, Taciarerro, Sawyer, WI..taMs, 
Coss, and Gannett, absent from the city; and 
Messrs. CLopton, BigeLow, Waite, Davenport, 
Strources, Fisk, Srrone, Livineston, Go op, 
and Ricnarpson, absent from indisposition and 
other causes. ] 

The fifth resolution next came under consider- 
ation for laying duties on distillers, when 

Mr. MeKim moved to strike out what relates 
to laying a duty on the capacity of the still, and 
to insert in its place twenty-five cents per gallon. 

Mr. Moore said the vote which had just been 
taken and decided against taxing salt, induced 
him to be in favor of the motion of the gentleman 
from Maryland, or at least in favor of substi- 
tuting some other article in lieu of salt, on which 
a tax will operate with more equality and less 
oppression on the poor. [am fully apprized, said 
he, of the necessity of providing the sinews of 
war, and I can assure you, Mr. Speaker, that I 


shall be as ready and willing to use them in the | 


assertion of the rights of my country as any gen- 
tleman on this floor. Although I have voted 
against the taxing salt, as | consider it an article 
of the first necessity, which ought not to be taxed, 


Divorces in the District of Columbia. 
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Marcu, 1819. 
{ am willing to raise the sym taxed on salt on 
any other article less objectiénable; I would even 
prefer laying it on land. I will, therefore, suggest 
to the honorable gentleman from Maryland the 
propriety of withdrawing his motion until the 
resolutions are gone through; the whole subject 
will then be open for consideration, and the 
House can select some other article as a proper 
substitute for salt, which I hope will be found 
equally convenient and less odious. 

Mr. Seysert did not know that he should 
have made a single observation on this subject, 
had it not been for the vote which had just been 
taken; but he must acknowledge he fel himself 
so disappointed and mortified, that he believed 
he should vote against everyother tax. For, if 
gentlemen will oppose one item of taxation, be- 
cause it happens to fall a little harder on some 
sections of the country than others; whilst other 
gentlemen, for the sake of accommodation, have 
consented to lay much heavier burdens on their 
constituents, he despaired of establishing any sys- 
tem of taxation. He had been told we were 
entering on a war for commerce. He did not so 
consider it. He believed we were about to en- 
gage in a war to maintain our honor, liberty, and 
sovereignty, as a nation. Whilst the Pennsy!- 
vanians are selling their wheat for two dollars a 
bushel, it could not be said they wanted a war to 
obtain any better price for their produce; if any 
part of the country were influenced by motives 


| of interest, it must be the tobacco and cotton 


planters; it might, therefore, be rather termed a 
war for agriculture, and a particular species of it, 
than for commerce. But he had always con- 
sidered it as having higher objects in view. 

The Speaker declared the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Mary!and to be out of order; as all 
propositions for raising revenue must first be dis- 
cussed in Committee of the Whole. 

A motion to adjourn was made and carried, 
and the House adjourned till Monday. 





Monpay, March 2. 

Mr. Wricut reported a bill supplementary to 
the “Act more effectually to provide for the or- 
ganization of the militia of the District of Co- 
lumbia ;” which was twice read and committed. 

The Speaker laid before the House a report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, in pursuance 
of a resolution of the House ealling on him for 
a statement of the exports of the United States 
for some years past ; also, a letter from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War 
and Comptroller, on the subject of the refugee 
claims, &c.; also, a letter from the Chief Justice 
of the United States in behalf of the Supreme 
Court, acknowledging the favor conferred on, 
them by the use of the Congressional Library. 


DIVORCES IN THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. Lewis, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, made the following report: 

The Committee for the District of Columbia, to whom 
were referred the petitions of Jane Deakins, praying 
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for a divorce from 
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William Deakins, and of David | treme regret, the dissatisfaction that was preva- 


Beck, praying for a divorce from Ellen, his wife, | lent amongst his friends in consequence of the 


submit the following report: 


The only object which the petitioners can have in 
view is to be enabled, respectively, to enter into new 
contracts of marriage. Were marriages only a civil 
institution, the courts of law would be open to all par- 
ties seeking the redress now prayed for, for alleged 
breach of the marriage contract: but it is something 
more; it is a divine ordinance, and has been pro- 
nounced such by the highest legal as well as spiritual 
authority. ‘The competency of any human tribunal 
to dissolve its sacred obligations may well be doubted. 
The justice or policy, under any circumstances, of 
weakening the matrimonial institution, upon the purity 
of which depends the very fabric of society itself, may 
be boldly denied. Divorces are not merely the effect 
of corruption of manners; they are the cause also. 
They hold out temptations to crime which human in- 
irmity cannot at all times resist. ‘They hold out in- 
centives to that adultery which they are called in to 
remedy. Extreme cases may indeed be put, but they 
are rare; both parties are generally in fault. Shall a 
very few individuals, who present themselves in a ques- 
tionable shape, be debarred from contracting a second 
marriage, or shall the foundations of society be loosened 
for their special accommodation? Shall the heaviest 
public injury be encountered for the convenience of 


those, who, for the most part, have shown how little | 


reliance is to be placed upon their virtue or discretion ? 
Shall incentives to nuptial infidelity be presented to 
the great body of society for the personal gratification 
of a few unfortunate members, diffusing dissatisfaction 
and discontent, where, but for the deceitful hope of 
divorce, they had never been known? 

The frequency of divorces may be taken as an un- 
erring criterion of the depravity of morals. 
able authority has declared, that “from the Reforma- 
‘on to the commencement of the eighteenth century, 
there had occurred only four instances of Parliamen- 


A respect- | 2 , 
P | promise and concession, and that it must be taken 


rejection of the resolution recommending a tax 
on salt. He had voted against that particular 
resolution, and, after reviewing with the most 
rigid impartiality his econduet upon that occasion, 
he could perceive in it nothing to disapprove. I 
most distinctly and explicitly, said Mr. G., upon 
that occasion, stated in my place that. if the salt 
tax could, by any gentleman, be shown to be ne- 
cessary to equalize the system of taxation, | was 
ready to yield my assent to it, although, as was 
acknowledged, it would operate with peculiar 
hardship on all the middle country, a section of 
which I have the honor to represent. Neither 
the honorable Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, nor any other gentleman, un- 
dertook to prove that this tax was requisite to pro- 
duce this equal effect. I, moreover, then stated, 
as I now declare, that I was, and am prepared to 
go as far as any man in providing the necessary 
revenue to sustain the credit of the country ia 
the approaching contest. ,.My object was to im- 
pose the taxes on subjects that could best bear 
them. I thought there were many objects of 
taxation preferable to salt, (an indispensable of 
life,) and was desirous of raising the amount con- 
templated from salt by a tax on whiskey, an ad- 


| dition to the direct tax, or in any other more 


eligible mode. But it now seems that, if the 


| article of salt is excluded, the whole system of 
| taxation will be endangered. 


We are told in 
conversation, since the vote on the salt tax, that 


| the system which has been presented by the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means is a system of com- 


altogether, the bad with the good; that, if we 
pay the salt tax, the Eastern and the Western 


tary divorce ; but, in the present reign, they had in- | country will*suffer peculiarly by an increase of 


creased to the enormous number of one hundred and | the impost, and by the land tax. 


ninety-three.” It is notorious that the erime which is 
made the ground-work of the divorce, is frequently 
committed with the most “deliberate and unblushing 
indifference,” for the purpose of enabling the adulterer 
and adultress thereafter to intermarry. Your commit- 
tee will not attempt to pursue the subject further. It 
is calculated to inspire the most solemn reflections. 
They are opposed to divorce upon principle, as tending 
to excite family diseord; as bearing hard upon the 
weaker sex, whom it is especially incumbent upon us 
to protect and to cherish ; above all, as weakening the 
matrimonial tie, upon the sanctity of which depend 
“all the charities of father, son, and brother.” 
committee will not enter into the question how far it 


may be wise or politic to hold forth to the world this | 


District as an asylum for those who wish to obtain ab- 
solution from the marriage vow. ‘They will content 
themselves with submitting the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought 
not to be granted. 


Referred to a Committee of the Whole on 
Monday next. 
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| just as it has been proposed. 


The middle 
country will experience no exemption from these 
particular burdens, Sooner than this measure 
should fail; sooner than we should not provide 
for the expenses we have incurred to resist the 
encroachments of our enemy; sooner, in fiue, 


| than degrade and disgrace the nation, I believe it 


would be better for us to take the whole draught, 
Yes, sir, perhaps 1 
might say, even.if it were hemlock. I, sir, would 
vote two dollars a bushel on salt, rather than 


| see the preseat course of policy frustrated. Mr. 
The | Speaker, we who form the majority have all the 


same end in view: the maintenance of the rights, 
honor, and independence of the country against 
| the lawless aggressions of ourenemy. ‘Toattain 
, this end, 1 would take the best means. Rather 
| than be defeated in the accomplishment of it, I 
| would agree to any means not absolutely intoler- 
lable. It is therefore that I. on the present occa- 
| sion, will concede much of my own opinion, in 
‘order to harmonize with, and conciliate those 
with whom [ unfortunately disagree on this 
| particular point. Concession and compromise, 


The House proceeded to consider the order of | among those who have the same common object, 


the day. 
Mr. Guouson. said he had witnessed with ex- 


It is by this sen- 


are often indispensable duties. S 
We should not 


timent, sir, that Lam actuated. 
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dispute among ourselves. It is by union and har- 
mouy oniy that we can serve our constituents. I, 
for one, will pledge myself that I will furnish no 
cause of schism amongst our friends. I am hap- 
py, said he, in indulging the hope that several of 
my friends, with whom I have acted on this sub- 
ject, and who have, I doubt not, been influenced 
by the same motives with myself, will concur 
with me in the motion Lam about to make. Un- 
der these impressions, | move you, sir, to recon- 
sider the vote, of Friday last, on the resolution 
imposing a tax on salt. 

Mr Ne son said he should feél no disposition 
to object to any gentleman reconsidering any vote 
which he had given, if it could be said that it 
had been given with precipitancy, or without 
mature deliberation. But, when he reflected that 
this question was not for the first time before the 
House ; that at an early period of the session, two 
distinct propositions of this nature had been re- 
jected atter debate; that the same question had 
been again discussed.in Committee of the whole 
House ; and that the miod of every man was 
brought to- bear upon it, and that it was then de- 
cided that a tax should not be laid—he could 
find no apology for reconsidering that discussion. 
He found no apology in the reason assigned, that 
its rejection was evidence of an iudisposition to 
assert the rights of the Government. I do not, 
said Mr. N., feel myself amenable to this cen- 
sure, because, let it be known, that when I takea 
tax away from one subject, [ shall not hesitate 
a moment to impose itto an equal amount on 
another. Away, then, with the idea that, by the 
rejection of this item, we shall break up the plano 
of the Government; more especially, let not such 
an argument have weight, when | shall show 
that this tax is incapable of producipg any ma- 
terial revenue whatever. 

Mr. N. said he had, indeed, been astunished 
to hear a gentleman say that the rejection of this 
item would break up the wholesystem; that there 
was such symmetry in the report that, take away 
but one member, and the whole fabric was dis- 
solved. Thesymmetry of the system had not so 
forcibly struck him. He saw deformity init. He 
saw a heterogeneous mass of discordant materi- 
als mixed up together; but not so intimately in- 
terwoven that they cannot be separated. Let 
this item be omitted, as it may be, without a de- 
rangement of thesystem, and the amount expect- 
ed to accrue from it be levied on some article 
more productive, which will raise a revenue more 
adequate to the end which it is the object of the 
report to attain. 

This is the third time this session that the 
question pow under consideration has been pre- 
sented to the House. I ask the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means (said Mr. N.) 
what is the object of this proposition? Whether 
it be intended as a protecting duty on the manu- 
facture of salt, or as a source of revenue, an un- 
failing certain source of revenue in time of pres- 
sure? If we are told that the object is to impose 
this as a protecting duty on the manufacture of 
this article, I will ask of the gentleman where is 
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the necessity of giving this protection ? Is there 
any large capital necessary for carrying on sal; 
works ? Do they require any great complication 
of machinery ? Let gentlemen turn their eye to 
Turk’s Island, the great source from which sup. 
plies of salt are drawn. Receptacles for the salt 
water are dug on the open beach, where the salt 
is formed by the process of evaporation. The 
salt is then heaped up, and thence earried to the 
store-houses, The same process takes place ig 
the manufacture of that article on our seacoast. 
It is true that at the saline works on our frontie; 
boilers are used. But is there such a peculiar 
complication of machinery required, involving 
great expense, that the Government is to hold 
out encouragement exclusively to this manufac- 
ture? Permit me to say, even if were so, it will 
sufficiently feel the protecting influence of the 
Government. The moment we are involved in 
war all foreign salt will be exeluded, except that 
which eomes into the country indirectly and im- 
properly. A Sufficient bounty on manufacture 
will be afforded by the monopoly of supply such 
a state of things wall foster. This, therefore, can- 
not be considered as a protecting duty ; it cannot 
be considered id that light, when we find it in- 
corporated in a system of taxation, which, we 
are told, is necessary to raise asrevenue to enable 
us to wield the energies of the nation against a 
foreign enemy. 

But, when [ turn my eyes to the subject of this 
tax on salt, which is the source whence it is cal- 
culated that a revenue of $400,000 is to be de- 
rived, [ am content to discard the idea that the 
salt tax is a tax on the poor man; that he who 
eats but little meat must miogle with the salt 
he uses the reflection, that he pays a tax for this 
necessary of life, of which, from the absence of 
other condiments which the more affluent use, he 
consumes more than they. Putting all this out 
of view, I will view this question merely on the 
ground of a tax productive of revenue to the 
amount which is calculated to be drawn from it. 
What, asked Mr. N., is the greatest revenue 
which has ever been drawn from salt? Five 
hundred thousand dollars, ia the most prosperous 
times of commerce, is the utmost which this tax 
would produce. Whence is salt imported ? From 
Spain, St. Ubes, Portugal, Liverpool, and a small 
portion from the West Indies. Viewing this 
question as a statesman ought to look at it, ! 
would not calculate on the European portion of 
this trade; | would calculate on the whole Ku- 
ropean supply being precluded, and our import 
of salt confined to the West Indies—the total of 
which is not a tenth part. of the amount we 
usually’ import. In 1807, the revenue of the 
United States amounted to upwards uf sixteen 
millions of dollars. According to the estimate 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, of the revenue 
derivable from commerce during a war, our rev- 
enue from that source will be reduced to about 
one-eighth part of what it was during the year 
1807. The amount of salt imported into the 
United States during the year 1807, was about 
(three and a third-millions of bushels. If we ouly 
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allow the importation of salt to be reduced in the} I object to it because salt is an article involving 
same proportion as the general import—that is to|no great expense in manufacture, and because 
say, about one-eighth of the repeal importation— | there is no justice in exclusively patronizing this 
we shall find on calculation that the quantity im-| manufacture, when others do not experience the 
ported will be about four hundred and seventeen | favor of the Government. 

thousand eight hundred bushels, on which atax| I trust, therefore, sir, that those geatlemen who 
of twenty cents per bushel will produce only | at our last sitting were convinced this duty ought 
eighty-three thousand five hundred and sixty | not to be imposed, will stand firm to their posts, 

| 
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dollars. But the chairman of the Committee of} and not be driven from them by any alarm exeited 
Ways and Means has calculated the revenue de- | about abandoning the Government, or weaken- 
rivable from this source at four hundred thousand | ing the measures whieh the exigency calls for. 
dollars! I do not believe, sir, as our importation | I have no fear for myself of any such imputation ; 
will be reduced seven-eighths, that you will get | for, be it remembered, that whilst I discard this 
fifty thousand from it. I put then out of the ar-| tax, as unworthy the consideration ofa statesman, 
gument the operation of this tax upon an indispen-| f am prepared to substitute for it some one more 
sable necessary of life ; the argument in its sup- | efficient and better calculated to answer the pur- 
port, nae. oP oy mevenve it oe hora piss ae eee ri desigasd: er 
must fail; it will not produce one-eighth of the} Mr. Bacon said, that having heretofore given 
estimated amount. his views on the subject pretty much at large, he 
But suppose my calculations are not certainly | had refrained from entering into the discussion, 
accurate; suppose it only doubtful whether the} which had taken place on the subject a day or 
source be fallible whence a revenue of four hun-| two ago; and did not propose now to say much 
dred thousand dollars is estimated to be drawn.| upon it. It has been said, that this was a tax 
Is it the policy of a wise statesman to lay a tax,| bearing peculiarly hard on the middle country. 
the productiveness of which is doubtful? If the| Mr. B. said he acknowledged that he considered 
revenue be deficient when the pinch of war/it a tax operating on the middle country more 
ra. pi “ to resort to as 5 eee ? ng out seaboard or on pe Western noes 
would much preter, to this tax, to a ve hun- ut there were various Olher taxes propose Vy 
dred thousand dollars to the amount of the direct | this report, which had an important and heavy 
tax, which would, at least, not be drawn from | bearing on the people of the seaboard and cities, 
the hard-working mass of the community, but/and on the people of the Western waters, by 
from richer subjects. It would. be wise to resort | which the people of the Western country would 
to this mode of raising a revenue in preference | be comparatively little affected. Iam, said Mr. 
to the precarious tax on salt, because, like that, it} B., what is called a middle country man, liviog 
cannot fail—the land isa pledge for the payment | one hundred and fifty miles from the seaboard ; 
of the tax; = salt is not here to be pledged, and | and it wound be - from me ig npr anny 
never may De. taxes On such people unnecessarily. e draw- 
I ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways | backs, tonnage duty, and stamps, will operate al- 
and Means, whether it is intended to connect | most exclusively on the seaboard ; and the peo- 
with this duty the former drawback or bounty on | ple of the cities will pay their full proportion of 
its exportation ; for, if we do that, I find, by turn-| the internal taxes. The direct tax will operate 
ing to the report of the Secretary of the Treas-| with peculiar severity on the Western country, 
ury, that rae pouty 7 its ay a it aay a sae Wncuiteie’ ast 
a : p »b e whole r. Wriaat.—Mr. Speaker: I regret that the 
alate whiel will nt bl eg ; iv | ie ate rabie member ties Virginia, (Mr. GuoL- 
venue which will probably be received from | honorabi e ginia, (Mr. 
a waned pig! than could, in rt view, be >) who on Friday garter against the os 
erived from the importations into the country | of twenty cents on salt, should now propose the 
whence the fishermen sail who have heretofore | reconsideration of that subject, with a view of 
received this bounty. fixing this unequal, and of course unjust tax on 
I cannot believe, sir, that the chairman of the | the people of the United States, or rather on a 
Committee of Ways and Means has not viewed | part of them; however, I hope, that all the “ out- 
this subject as I have; that he has not examined | of-door management,” which the gentleman po- 
into the amount of our usual importation in the | litely calls the interference of his friends, will not 
most prosperous times. I cannot believe that that | produce such a result, particularly as the gentle- 
astute and discerning gentleman has not turned} man has informed us that he is not dissatisfied 
his eyes to this subject, so as tosee what revenue | with his own vote. 
this tax will produce; that he cannot see, if the} Sir, when asubject is fully and fairly discussed 
revenue from commerce is to experience a depre-|and decided, gentlemen ought to acquiesce in 
ciation from sixteen millions to two millions five | the decision of a majority, the vita! priaciple of a 
hundred thousand dollars, the importation of salt} Republican Government. 
must " at least fe ab gee ea He | ie ee hee of a eta roe on “ 
must, then, view this tax as a proteciing duty on | House for the immaturity of their decision, an 
salt, and not as a source of revenue. [am against | ought not hastily to be adopted. Sir, are wea set 
affording this protecting duty at the expense of | of weathercocks, to be turned about by every idle 
the poor, the laborious, and the industrious ; those | wind? No! I hope not, let it blow from what 
who earn their bread by the sweat of their brows. | quarter it may. Are we ready to present the un- 
12th Con. Ist Szss.—36 
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gracious spectacle of recording our opinions for} Sir, having heretofore made these charges 
and against the same thing? In the first case, | against our political opponents, how can we de. 
on a full discussion of the subject on both sides ;| fend ourselves against their just odium? Are 
in the second, under the “out-of-doors” influence, | we prepared to urge their correcthess now, which 
which the gentleman has informed us has induced | we then so successfully denounced? No, sir, | 
him to make the motion. For the honor of the | acted then on principle, which is immutable; 
House | hope this motion will not succeed. and I am satisfied the people did so too, and that 
Sir, at the last session, when the question for | they will not be found to approve in us what 
rechartering the odious British bank was before | they condemned in our predecessors. I am not 
us, we had to encounter the influence of the Sec | so delirious as to take the deleterious draught, by 
retary of the Treasury ; and after it was rejected | which our political enemies were destroyed ; it 
by this House, he, in reply to the inquiries of the | would be political suicide. 
Senate, where it was agitated, but fortunately | Sir, the proposition to lay a tax of twenty 
rejected, endeavored to impress its importance | cents on salt ought to be rejected ; it is unequal ig 
on the nation, and by these means to force it on | its operation on the United States, and it is op. 
the people. Now. at this session, he has told us, | pressive to the poor. By the Constitution it is 
that, if we had a National Bank, we should have | provided, as a guard against the inequality of 
no occasion to resort to internal taxes, thereby | taxes among the States, that direct taxes shall be 
calling the American people to review the con- | apportioned among the States by the rate of re. 
duct of their Representatives, in not continuing | presentation; this fixes the principle by which 
that bank, and thereby to fix the odium of these | the States should contribute to the “common 
odious taxes on the National Legislature. Now | defence and general welfare.” Does the tax on 
a system of taxes is presented, truly odious in my | salt operate in this ratio on the respective States? 
opinion to the people, to disgust them with their |. No, sir, the States of Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, 
Representatives, and to chill the war spirit. Yet| the Western Territories, are entirely supported 
it is. udder Treasury influence, to be impressed | by home made salt; the greater part of New 
on the Committee of Ways and Means, and | York, the western parts of Pennsylvania, and the 
through them upon the Hoatse. | western part of Virginia, are so in a great measure; 
Sir, I, as a Representative of the people, feel | and at some of the salt-works, we are informed, 
it my duty to resist it with all my energies, and | at a price not exceeding ten cents. These parts 
not to sacrifice the interest of my country at the | of the Union will, therefore, pay no tax on im- 
shrine ef the Secretary of the Treasury, or any | ported salt. On Friday, it was proposed to lay a 
other department; though I strongly incline to | tax of ten cents on home made salt, they whe 
believe his projected system of taxes has not their | did not contribute by the tax on imported salt 
preference. might pay something to the support of the war 
Sir, is there anything of originality in this sys- | by the tax on country salt ; but this was not only 
tem? No! It is treading in the muddy footsteps | rejected, but those who opposed the tax of twenty 
of his official predecessors, in attempting to strap ; cents on imported salt were denounced as being 
round the necks of the people this odious system of | opposed to taxes to carry on the war, and insinua- 
taxation, adopted by them, for which they have | tions made that they were against the war. | 
been condemoed by the people and dismissed from | think those wiro do not use imported salt, and who 
power. Weall recollect the clamor againt Mr. | are opposed to the tax of ten cents on country salt 
Adams’s Administration for this system of odious | ought to have had the modesty of being silent 0a 
stamp taxes and excises, and the more odious host | the subject. 
of tax gatherers, who were let loose upon the peo-| Sir, the tax on imported salt will operate asa 
ple, by whose appointments and patronage the | bounty on home made salt, a net profit to the 
country was then overrun with electioneering | manufacturer of that article, which he will levy 
agents for that Administration. We all had a| on the consumer; ten cents of which, by way of 
hand in impressing this opinion upon the peuple | tax, I wished to draw into the Treasury, but this 
at that time; and I yet religiously believe it to } was rejected. 
have been a correct one. So much have I urged against the unequal 
When Mr. Jefferson came into office, he, as | bearing of this salt tax on the respeetive States; 
President, advised us to put down those. odious | but, Sir, I havea still stronger objection to it, its op- 
taxes, and we repealed the law; he also advised | pression of the poor. Salt is not only a necessary 
us to repeal the law imposing a tax on salt, as | but an indispensable, which the poor cannot do 
oppressive to the poor,and we didso. And now, | without, and a poor family in proportion to their 
sir, with the view of destroying this Adminis- | numbers will consume as much salt as a rich fam- 
tration, with this sentence of a dismissal of our | ily, and of course pay as much of the tax on salt. 
predecessors in office before our eyes, a sentence | Sir, can this be right? No! Let us lay it directly 
not only sanctioned but executed by ourselves, | on property, whereby all will be taxed in proportivn 
we are to be pressed into a system known to be | to their wealth, the only mode in which taxes can 
odious in the sight of the people, and which on | be laid by the Constitution of Maryland, whereby 
its first presentation ina letter from the Secretary | the poor are protected from oppressive taxes. 


of the Treasury to the Committee of Ways and | Sir, we ought to recollect that we are now on the 
Means, and by them submitted to us, produced | eve of a war, in which we shall have to pay 4 
such an excitement in the House. tax in blood, and that the poor will pay this tax 
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such premises the people will draw very different 


in the ratioof the privates to the officers, and 
conclusions, 


yet you make the poor pay an equal salt tax, ' 
which at all times would be unequal and oppres- | Sir, that my objections may be distinctly un- 
sive, but at.this time impolitic and cruel. derstood, and the inequality of the proposed sys- 

Sir, in the Federalist, the work of Mr. Madison | tem in its bearing on Maryland precisely stated, 
and Mr. Hamilton, we are told, that, in the selec- | I will refer to the report of the Secretary of the 
tion of articles of taxation, it ought to be made | Treasury in eighteen hundred. Then Maryland 
so as to bear equally throughout the United | paid more of the tax on carriages than New York 
States, and that, if after the seleetion of an arti- | or Pennsylvania, and nearly double the tax paid 
cle, the practical result proved it unequal, it ought | either by North or South Carolina, and. this tax 
to be discontinued ; but now we are advised by | is to be doubled. Then Maryland with eight 
the Secretary of the Treasury to lay a tax of | Representatives, paid $86,718. While Virginia, 
twenty cents on imported salt, an article known | with nineteen Representatives, paid $144,168 ; 
not to be used in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio, | and North Carolina with ten Representatives, 
the Western Territories, the greater part of New | paid $46,479, and yet we must not complain. 
York, the western parts of Virginia, and the| From the same report it does not appear that 
western parts of Pennsylvania. and that at the | Kentucky paid anything, and I am informed 
rate of forty per cent., ad valorem, on an indis- | that it cost the United States five thousand dol- 
pensable to the poor, when even on luxuries | lars in the costs of non-suits, to no, purpose. 
no ad valorem duty ever exceeded tweaty per | And, sir, so obnoxious were some of these taxes 
cent. in Pennsylvania, that we need not now be told of 

Sir, in the time of General Wasutncron’s | the insurrection against them, and the army that 
Administration, spirits distilled in the United | marched to quell it. And yet, sir, the honorable 








States out of foreign articles were taxed at the 
rate of from eight to twenty-five cents, according 
to the proof; and spirits distilled out of domestic 
materials were taxed at the rate of from seven to 
eighteen cents per gallon, according to the proof. 
But now, on the eve of a war, and as a war tax, 
when we have doubled the duty ona foreign ma- 
terials, and raised the duty on imported spirits 
from thirty to sixty cents per gallon, we have 
been advised by the Secretary of the Treasury 


member from Kentucky (Mr. McKee) and the 
honorable member from Pennsylvania (Mr. Smi- 
LIE) are among the most strenuous advocates of 
this system ; but when its bearing on their con- 
stituents is understood, they will forgive them. 
[am not one of the admirers of such disinterested 
patriotism, and such devotion to impose equal 
taxes on all for the “general defence and com- 
mon welfare.” However, I trust that this ques- 
tion will not be settled by their standard, but by 


to lay a tax on whiskey, of three cents per gallon, | the standard of the Constitution. And that I, as 
and the Committee of Ways and Means have | a Representative of Maryland, shall be excused 
had the address to reduce even that to not a cent | for endeavoring to prevent my constituents from 
and a quarter per gallon ; butit must and will be | bearing more than their just proportion of taxes, 


recollected, that two of that committee are from 
Pennsylvania and Kentucky, who are so favored 
by this system. 

Sir, by the report of the marshals heretofore 
made, nearly twenty four millions of gallons of 
whiskey were made in this country per year, 
which by the high price on imported spirits, un- 
der a duty of sixty cents, will beadncreased to 
thirty millions, I have no doubt; which at ten 
cents, would produce $3,000,000; but it is proposed 
to make it produce $275,000 only, not one cent 
per gallon. Thus, in time of war, a tax of not 
one cent per gallon, is to be put on. whiskey, 
which, under General Wasuineron’s Adminis- 
tration, in time of peace, was taxed from seven 
to eighteen cents per gallon; but, notwithstand- 
ing that petty tax on whiskey, and no tax on 
home made ‘salt, sixty cents per gallon is put on 
imported spirits, twenty cents on salt, five cents 
on brown sugar, and the carriage tax, heretofore 
so unequal, is to be raised more than one hundred 
per cent. on the former tax on carriages ; and al- 
though those reasons have been urged against 
this unequal and oppressive tax with a proposi- 
tion to lay it on property, yet we are charged 


with having no stomach to the war, and because 


we will not submit to oppression at home, we 
will not resist it abroad. This is their modern 
logic, but I have perfect confidence that from 


when I pledge myself, they will always be ready 
| and willing to pay their just proportion in blood 
| or treasure to avenge the wrongs of a bleeding 
country, and six thousand two hundred and fifty- 
seven impressed seamen. 
| Messrs. McKee, Smiviz, and Caeves, supported 
the motion. 
The question on reconsideration was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 70, nays 53, as follows: 
Yeas— Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Stev- 
enson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, Wil- 
liam W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam Boyd, Wil- 
| liam A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, 
Langdon Cheves, Lewis Condict, Roger Davis, John 
Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, William Findley, 
Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Thomas R. Gold, 
Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, 
Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, 
William R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, William 
| Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Thomas Moore, Samuel McKee, 
| Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, 
Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Anthony New, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, 
Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jun., 
| Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William Reed, Sam- 
uel Ringgold, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer 
Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, 
John Smilie, George Smith, Silas Stow, William 
Strong, Uri Tracy, John Taliaferro, George M. Troup, 
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Charles Turner, jr., William Widgery, and Richard | eign materials, at different rates, to average twenty- 


Winn. 

Nays—John Baker, David Bard, Abijah Bigelow, 
Harmanus’ Bleecker, James 
Brigham, Robert Brown, Epaphroditus Champion, | 
Martin Chittenden, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, | 
William Crawford, John Davenport, jr., Samuel Dins- 
moor, William Ely, James Emott, James Fisk, Asa 
Fitch, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, John A. 
Harper, Richard Jackson, jr., Lyman Law, Joseph Le- 
fever, Joseph Lewis, jr., Robert Le Roy Livingston, 


Nathaniel Macon, Archibald McBryde, William Mc- | 


Coy, Jonathan O. Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Joseph Pear- 
son, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Benjamin Pond, Elisha R. 
Potter, John Randolph, William M. Richardson, Henry 
M. Ridgely, John Rhea, William Rodman, Samuel 
Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, John Smith, Richard Stanford, 
Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, 
Robert Whitehill, Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 


The question was then taken on the resolution 
for imposing a duty of twenty cents per bushel 
on imported salt, without further debate, and car- 
ried—yeas 66, nays 54. as follows : 


Ysas—Willis Alston, jr., William Anderson, Stev- | 


enson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, Burwell Bassett, Wil- 
liam W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam Boyd, Wil- 
liam Butler, John C. Calhoun, Lewis Condict, Roger 


Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, Wil- | 
liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, | 


Thomas R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Jacob Hufty, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, 
William R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, William 
Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Thomas Moore, Samuel McKee, 


Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Milnor, | 


Samuel L. Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, 
Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, Jas. 
Pleasants, jr., Peter B. Porter, Josiah Quincy, William 
Reed, Samuel Ringgold, John Roane, Jonathan Rob- 
erts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, 
Adam Seybert, John Smilie, George Smith, William 
Strong, John Taliaferro, George M. Troup, Charles 
Turner, jr., William Widgery, and Richard Winn. 

Nays—John Baker, David Bard, Abijah Bigelow, 
Harmanus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah 
Brigham, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, William Crawford, John Dav- 
enport, jr., Samuel Dinsmoor, William Ely, James 
Emott, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Charles Goldsborough, 
Edwin Gray, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Richard 
Jackson, jr., Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph 
Lewis, jr., Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
Archibald McBryde, William MeCoy, Jonathan OQ. 
Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Joseph Pearson, Timothy 
Pitkin, jr, Benjamin Pond, Elisha R. Potter, John 
Randolph, William M. Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, 
John Rhea, William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, John 
Smith Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Stur- 
ges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban 
Wheaton, Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, Thomas 
Wilson, and Robert Wright. 


Mr. McKio then renewed his motion toamend 
the resolution for taxing stills, by substituting for 
a part of it the following clause to impose a duty: 


“On all spirits distilled wholly or in part from for- 


Breckenridge, Elijah | 


eight cents per gallon. 

“ On all spirits distilled wholly from domestic growth 
and produce, at any distillery where there are one or 
more stills of more capacity, singly or together, thay 
one hundred and fifty gallons, at different rates, to ay. 
erage twenty-five cents per gallon. 

“And on licences to distil spirits in all other stills a¢ 
| the following rates.” 
| [The rates which follow are in the original res- 
olution, $5 on other stills ee in distilling 
‘from fruit, and $15 on all other stills employed 
| in distilling from domestic materials. ] 
| The Speaker declaring it to be necessary that 
all such propositions should first be discussed in 
Committee of the Whole— 
Mr. McKim moved to recommit the resolution 
proposed to be amended, toa Committee of the 
| Whole, for the purpose of making the above 
amendment. 

| This motion was opposed by Mr. Jounson, and 
Mr. Smiie, and supported by Mr. Fisk, when the 
House adjourned without dediding the question. 





Tuespay, March 3. 


WAR TAXES. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the order of the day, viz: the report of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means on the war taxes. 

Mr. McKim’s motion to recommit to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole the resolution embracing a 
tax on whiskey, for the purpose of amending it, 
| being still under consideration— 
|. Mr. McKim said, when this subject was before 
| the Committee of the Whole, on Thursday last, 
| under an amendment which [ then had the honor 
| to offer to the consideration of the Committee, | 

have reason to believe that the object of the 
amendment, which was the same in substance as 
that now offered, was not generally understood. 
I believed many gentlemen supposed that my sole 
object was to equalize the taxes proposed, or to 
modify the general system of taxation proposed 
| by the Committee of Ways and Means, so as 
i that it shoud have a more equal bearing on the 
different sections of the country, and on the dif- 
ferent classes of society. This, it is true, Mr. 
Speaker, was in part my object, but this was only 
a minor part of it, 
Mr. Speaker, the great object I had in view, by 
the amendment, was to diminish the number o! 
| 


| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


the taxes proposed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, which [ am of opinion will produce 
unnecessary discontent, distress, and oppression, 
nearly in proportion to the number of items pro- 
posed to be taxed; and by the proposition | had 
the honor to submit, a tax of twenty-five cents a 
gallon on. domestic distilled spirits, I believe that 
six millions of dollars would be raised, and this 
|sum, with the additional import duty, tonnage. 
and other direct taxes already agreed to by the 
House, will raise more than the sum required by 
the Government, and, if the amendment be agree¢ 
to, we may safely dismiss all the other interna! 
taxes proposed by the committee. To provide 3 
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fund that would enable us to gét rid of the other 
items of internal taxation, so odious in their na- 
ture, and so oppressive in their operation, was 
the principal object of the amendment I had the 
honor to propose to the fifth resolution. I do 
consider this amendment of importance, if viewed 
in its operation and effects on the system of tax- 
ation proposed, or as it may have a bearing on 
the interests, the ease, and happiness of the Amer- 
ican people; and as I have reason to believe that 
my object in offering the amendment to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole was not fully understood, I 
hope the House will indulge me by going again 
into the Committee of the Whole, in order that 
the subject, now better understood, may there be 
discussed. 

Mr. Speaker, the Committee of Ways and 
Means propose by their report to raise by inter- 
nal, direct, and indirect taxes the sum of four 
million seven hundred and tweuty-five thousand | 
dollars, as follows : 

On licenses to distil spirits, the sum of $275,000 

On retailing licenses - - - 500,000 

On auction licenses - - - - 150,000 

Excise on refined sugar - - 200,000 

By carriage tax - . - 150,000 

By stamp tax - : . 450,000 

1,725,000 

And by land and other direct taxes - 3,000,000 


Total of internal taxes proposed _—- 4,725,000 

The amendment I have proposed, of twenty- 
five cents a gallon on domestic distilled spirits, | 
may safely be relied on to produce five or six | 
millions of dollars. This, with the other taxes 
agreed to by the House, will give more money 
than is required to be raised by the report of the 
committee ; and with this, if the amendment be 
agreed to, we may dismiss all the other internal 
taxes proposed. The land tax, the stamp tax, and 
allthe other internal taxes, may be dismissed, and 
with them the trouble, the distress, and the op- 
pression, that must necessarily result from their 
imposition and collection. 

Mr. Speaker, I have estimated the product of 
the tax of twenty-five cents per gallon on domes- 
tic distilled spirits at five or six millions of dol- 
lars. The quantity distilled the last ‘year appears, 
by returos made by marshals, pursuant to a reso- | 
lution of Congress, to be a small fraction under 
twenty-four millions of gallons. From those | 
data gentlemen will be able to calculate for them- | 
selves, and satisfy themselves of the correctness | 
of my estimate. But I have referred to a docu- | 
ment that [ believe has never been laid before | 
the House: the return of domestic manufactures, | 


made by the marshals, at an early period of the | 


present session. This return was made to the 


tlemen who has seen the document-will correct 
me. If we should be engaged in war, and I see 
no possible way to avoid it, unless we bring on 
ourselves, and on the nation, the utmost degree 
of degradation and disgrace, then that supply of 
foreign spirits, which we have heretofore derived 
from the British West Indies, will be in a great 
measure cut off; and in that event, the home dis- 
tillation will probably be increased to twenty- 
eight or thirty millions of gallons. But twenty- 
four millions will answer my purpose; twenty- 
four millions, if the amendment be adopted, will 
yield five or six millions of dollars, and will en- 
able us to dismiss all the other internal taxes pro- 
posed by the committee. 

Mr. Speaker, we have taken a stand that can- 
not be receded from—a stand that will create ex- 
pense; and having voted with the majority to 
raise armies, to equip the navy, and for a variety 
of other measures of a warlike aspect, I think it 
my duty not to refuse the means of payment. I 
will, therefore, not interfere with the system of 
taxation proposed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, until I have first found a substitute. 
I will not refuse any of the taxes they propose 
until I have selected some more suitable subject 
of taxation—one that will make the system ope- 
rate more equally on the different sections of the 
country, and that will be less oppressive in its 
operation. TU do not like the system that is pro- 
posed. I think it too diffusive ; that it embraces 
too many objects; that it will require too many 
officers ; and that it will be unnecessarily trouble- 
some and oppressive in its operation. I will 
amend it if | can; but if I cannot—if the amend- 
ment I have proposed shall not obtain—much as 
I dislike it, I will take itas itis, I think it my 
duty, under existing circumstances, to concur in 
raising the necessary supplies in the most eligible 
and-least oppressive form I can obtain them. 

Mr. Speaker, the tax I propose is said to be 
odious, because it is an excise. True, it is odious ; 
and all other internal taxes are odious, and nearly 
equally odious, whether they be in the nature of 
an excise, or in any other form. But will a tax 
of twenty-five cents per gallon on domestic spirits 
be more odious than an excise on refined sugar ? 
Will it be more odious than a stamp tax, ora 
land tax, or any other of the internal taxes, pro- 
posed by the committee? I think not. And by 
the adoption of this, we may dismiss all the others ; 
by the adoption of this, we may strike off five- 
sixths of them, and about five-sixths of all the 
trouble, vexation, distress, and oppression, they 
will produce. I beg gentlemen to look at this, 
and compare the operation of the system, amended 
as I have proposed, with what it will be in its 
present form. In its present form, a multitude of 
legal pfovisions must be consulted and obeyed. 
You must be watched and controlled in the man- 


Secretary of the Treasury, and by him transmit-| agement of your concerns, and many will be 
ted to the Committee of Commerce and Manu-| dunned, executed, and perplexed, by a swarm of 
factures. It was examined by the members of| officers, that must be appointed to carry the sys- 
that committee, and by several other members of | tem into effect, and a vast patronage will be 
this House. I think I have stated the quantity | created, that one day or another may be danger- 
of these spirits truly; but if not, 1 hope some gen- | ous to the liberties of the country. If the amend- 
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ment prevails, »o trouble or vexation can accrue 
to the people generally from the operation of the 
reat mass of the people 
0 with it, only to paya 
little more when they buy their liquor. hey 


tax it proposes. The 
will have nothing to 


will have no laws to consult, no officers.to watc 


or restrain them in their business, none to dun, 
vex, or execute them. The distiller will pay the 
entire of this tax in the first instance, but in that 
he is not injured ; he will recover it back in the 
sales of his liquor ; he adds the duty to the cost 
of the article, and fixes a general price to cover 
both cost and duty, and to yield the profit he pro- 
poses to himself by the business; and the duty is 
made to yield him as good a profit as he bas on 
the cost of the article; and frequently he will be 
in cash, by sales, for part of the duty before he is 
It is true the distillers will 
have some trouble ; they will have to consult the 
law and obey it, and they will be visited bv offi- 
cers. This, Mr. Speaker, is much to be regretted; 
overn- 
ment must raise money by internal taxes; none 


called on to pay it. 


but, if our rights are to be defended, the 


of them will give less trouble than this; and 
many of them much more. 


be productive of as much trouble and distress as 
this, and will not altogether produce as much 
money 4s this. 


Mr. Speaker, this tax is said to be odious; but 
why is it odious? Will it operate more oppres- 


sively than any of the internal taxes proposed by 
the committee ? It will not; and if, by the adop- 
tion of this, we get rid of many of those, its ope- 
ration singly will be much less oppressive than 
their operation jointly. I care nothing for names. 
When a tax is to be paid, the people do not ask 
what it is called; they ask how much they have 
to pay, and how much trouble the laying and col- 
lection of it will impose on them. The tax which 
is easiest paid, that gives the least trouble, and is 
the least oppressive, will be preferred by the 
eople, and ought to be preferred by this House. 
he honorable committee have admitted the ex- 
cise principle of taxation; they have recom- 
mended an excise on refined sugar; and will they 
say that an excise on spirit is odious, and that an 
excise on refined sugar is innoxious and in Unison 
with the American feeling? Surely they will not. 
The same odious use of power that may be ne- 
cessary to its execution in the one, will be neces- 
sary in the other. This tax on refined sugar will 
produce but a trifle; on spirits it will produce all 
the money required; and if you adopt.it on the 
latter, ron may dismiss it from the former. 

Mr. Speaker, some gentlemen have expressed 
a wish that I would be satisfied with a tax of ten 
or twelve. cents per gallon on home-distilled 
spirits. This would not answer the purpose I 
have in view ; it would not raise the money re- 
quired; and would not enable us to get rid of the 
other odious internal taxes proposed by the Com- 
mittee. This object I have steadily in view, to 
reduce the number of the taxes proposed, which 
will, I conceive, proportionably reduce the trouble, 
expense, and distress, that will result from the 
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proposed system of taxation; each tax will have 
its laws to be consulted; its officers to control 
your will in the management of your concerns; 
each will produce its. peculiar difficulties and dis- 
tress ; and the more you can reduce their number 
the more you will diminish the troubles and dis- 
tresses of the system. But I have voted the ex- 
pense, and I will not reduce the means of pay- 
ment; I will take the taxes in the best form | 
can get them, I have thought a tax of twenty- 
five cents a gallon on home-distilled spirits neces- 
sary to equalize the burden of taxes, as they will 
operate on the different sections of the Union, and 
on the different classes of society. 

Mr. Speaker, this is objected to by my friends 
from the Westward, as operating with peculiar 
hardship on that section of the country. Weare 
told by my honorable friend, who last spoke, (Mr. 
Grunpy.) that almost their entire crops of grain 
are distilled; that whiskey is in general use to 
the westward; that it is the general beverage of 
the country ; and if a tax be laid on this article, 
it will be a tax on the industry of the Western 
country that must check its rising prosperity ; 
that I may well advocate this tax, comiog from 
Maryland, where no whiskey is distilled, and 
where I would not be affected by it. 

Mr. Speaker, a considerable quantity of spirit 
is distilled in Maryland, and a considerable quan- 
tity of itis consumed there ; and much that comes 
from the Western country, whence itis brought for 
a market; is there consumed. The consumer pays 
theduty. People of the Western country make it; 
those on the seaboard consume it; and as far as 
this goes, the people on the seaboard pay the duty ; 
and those to the westward enjoy the benefit. But 
I have no doubt this kind of spirit is produced in 
much greater abundance in the interior, and to 
the westward, than it is in Maryland. 

Mr. Speaker, our Western friends have gener- 
ally voted freely to impose an additional duty of 
thirty or forty cents per gallon on imported spir- 
its. The original duty on the importation of this 
luxury was thirty or forty cents per gallon, it will 
now, by the aid of their votes, have to pay a tax 
of sixty or eighty cents, and I do not know but 
one hundred cents the gallon. Foreign spirits 
are consumed almost exclusively in the towns, 
and on the seaboard; they are scarcely to be met 
with in the interior, except in towas and in public 
houses; and is it just or equal to lay a tax that 
shall oblige one section of the country to drink 
spirit, if they drink it at all, under a tax of from 
sixty to eighty or even one hundred cents per gal- 
lon, ane to suffer other sections to drink it at about 
one cent the gallon; for the duty proposed to be 
laid on the capacity of stills, will produce about 
one cent. per galion on the quantity distilled in 
the United States? What is there in this article, 
that it must not be approached by the unhallowed 
hand of the tax-gatherer? It is not a necessary 


of life, but a pernicious luxury, injurious to mor- 
als, and in its effects tending to disturb the peace 
and happiness of society. t 

tity distilled in the United States is great, but the 
individual consumption is small. 


he aggregate quan- 


It is in general 
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use; you can scarcely enter a house, where you | not greater than the amount of duty on the quan- 
may not geta glass of spirits. It is therefore a | tity of spirits they severally consume, which can- 
fit subject of revenue; and when we are obliged | not be much. 
to resort to internal taxes, I can see noreason why | Mr. Speaker. I am inclined to an opinion, that 
this article should be exempt from the common | it would, among the less wealthy part of the com- 
fate of other luxuries. munity, be a family of some little extravagance 
Mr. Speaker, the heavy additional duty which | that would use more than one barrel of this spirit 
our Western friends have enabled us to impose | ina year. The tax on that quantity, at twenty- 
on foreign spirits, will act as a bounty on home | five cents, as proposed, will be seven dollars and 
distillation. The more we embarrass the import- | fifty cents; but it is probable that more than fif- 
ation of foreign spirits by taxation, the more we | teen gallons a year would not be consumed by a 
encourage the home distillation; and I do think | common-sized family of sober habits—and if they 
our Western brethren ought to bear a similar bur- | be net sober, no care of ours can save them from 
den to that they have voted to impose on other | difficulties. The duty on fifteen gallons will be 
sections of the country. three dollars and seventy-five cents; wealthy fam- 
Mr. Speaker, I think the Western section of the | ilies, if they use more of the article, have more 
country has less reason to refuse a fair participa- | abundant means to pay ; the rich are never in dis- 
tion in the taxes to be raised, than any other sec- | tress in this way: if it is oppressive to any part of 
tion of the Union, because they will derive more | the community, it will be so to the poorer classes of 
benefit, probably, from the expenditure of the tax | society. But neither seven dollars and fifty cents, 
than any other. The Army of the United States | nor three dollars and seventy-five cents, to a fam- 
has been for years prst almost exclusively within | ily, can be considered asa burdensome contribu- 
the reach of their market. They have enjoyed, | tion for the support of Government. The rights 
and will enjoy, the benefit of the soldiers’ pay | and interest of the American people must, indeed, 
expended among them, and the benefit of a mar- | be estimated ata low rate by that man who would 
ket for their provisions, their whiskey and other | not cheerfully pay either of these sums for their 
articles, to supply the Army which the tax is in- | defence. 
tended to support; and I did expect that they | Mr. Speaker, | have thought it my duty to sub- 
would not have refused to suffer their whiskey to | mit these observations to the consideration of the 
bear a part of the tax. |House. I think the amendment I had the honor 
Mr. Speaker, my honorable friend from Penn- | to move, important in the beariag it will have on 
sylvania, (Mr. Smivie,) the correctness of whose the ease and comfort of individuals, and on the 
political course 1 have had so many occasions to | prosperity of the nation. 
admire and respect, considers a tax on domestic | Mr. Finptey had po intention to detain this 
distilled spirits an odious tax, because it is an ex- | House by a repiy to all the observations made by 
cise, and he has taken the trouble to quote Black- | the honorable mover and the supporter of the 
stone at considerable length, to prove that it is | motion, (Messrs. McKim and Wriaur,) because 
odious and oppressive. The gentleman might | he presumed the principal effect these observa- 
have spared this trouble—it was not necessary to | tions would have on the majority of the House, 
invoke foreign aid on this subject; we all know | would be to convince them that the gentlemen 
that it is odious; we have all had the experience | themselves did not understand the subject. The 
of an excise at home; and of a stamp tax, and of | resolution appeared highly objectionable on sev- 
all the other internal taxes now proposed to be | eral grounds. {t proposed to introduce the prin- 
laid. We know that they were all odious, and | ciple of excise with its host of officers, and which 
that they were all oppressive; and this knowledge | always has been and always will be a fertile 
makes me wish to reduce their number, to dimin- | source of perjury and frauds. It was so in this 
ish their odium, and as far as possible avert the | country during the small trial that was made of 
oppression ; for the odium and oppression will be | it, notwithstanding all the care of Government, 
nearly in proportion to the number of taxes em- | and the numerous amendmeats from time to time 
braced by the system. made by Congress. In Britain it is well known 
Mr. Speaker, let as see what it is. in this tax | that oaths respecting excises acquire no confi- 
on home distillation, that is so odious and oppres- | dence either with the Government, or with the 
sive—the people generally will have nothing to | people. They have sometimes locked the distil- 
do with it, they will neither see nor feel its opera- | lers out of the still-houses, and sometimes locked 
tion in any other way than in the price of the , them in for times prescribed, and they have ap- 
spirits they consume. The distiller pays the en- | pointed officers to watch other officers, and itine- 
tire tax, and recovers it back in the sale of his | rant officers to watch all the others at uncertain 
liquor. It will give the distillers some trouble, | times; but all does not do. No law can make 
and we may suffer some abuse in the collection; officers honest where the temptations are so 
but I see no necessity for more trouble and abuse | great, and the security depends only on oaths, 
in this, than in the sugar excise, the land tax, or | Mr. F. appealed to the reports of the committee 
almost any of the other taxes proposed ; and this | of Parliament on that subject. He added, that 
being much more productive than all the others | as in Britain excises were levied on a vast vari- 
together, is oh that account entitled to our prefer- | ety of subjects, and under perpetual appropria- 
ence. The people at large can only be affected | tions to the support of the public debt, they could 
by this tax, in a pecuniary way, in an amount/| not be repealed. When the experiment was 
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made in this country the excise was spread over 
but few objects. On the snuff the frauds were 
such as made it a certain loss to the revenue; 
therefore it was first postponed and afterwards 
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it will be made would sell for about one-half tha: 
amount; and, estimating from the amount of the 
former direct tax, is about ten times as much as 
by the proposed direct. tax will be charged on his 


repealed, and as soon as the excise on distilled | whole plantation and stock. This he thought 


spirits was released from the appropriations by 
the abundance of other revenues, it was also re- 
pealed after a fair experiment had been made; 
and he was confident that Congress would not 
now introduce that fertile source-of corruption 
and discontent with respect to only a single item 
of the proposed taxes. 

The opposition made on a. former occasion to 
the excise on distilled spirits in a part of the two 
of the western counties in Pennsylvania has been 
brought into view by an honorable gentleman, 
with a view to give an impression as if in that 
place only it was disapproved of; but this was 
not the case. When President Wasnineron 
was at Carlisle, where the right wing of the 
Army was on their march to the westward to 
suppress this opposition to the excise, Mr. F. said, 
that though there had been then no disturbance 
in the eounty in which he resided, yet another 
messenger and himself. were sent with assuran- 
ces to the President that the opposition was then 
in so great a measure suppressed, that the further 
march of the Army would not be necessary. 
The President, after expressing his regret that 
these assurances had not been given before the 
Army was rendezvoused, said that he knew that 
sO great an army was not necessary for that ob- 
ject, but that there were great symptoms of dis- 
content not only in other parts of that State but 


in Maryland, which were in danger of spreading | 
still further. That on this account he had thought | 


it his duty to call forth so great a force as not 
only to convince those who had given the dis- 
turbance, but all parts of the United States, 
that the citizens would, when called upon, turn 
out in support of the execution of their laws. 
Mr. F. said that the honorable member from 


Maryland who moved and supported the fesolu- | 


tion will recollect, that about that time there 


were some disturbances in that State on the ac- | 
It was well known at that | 


count of the excise. 
day that the patriotic army who marched on that 
occasion generally, when opportunity offered, de- 
clared their disapprobation of the excise system, 
but at the same time their abhorrence of an un- 
constitutional opposition to a Constitutional law. 
It is also well known that the repeal of the ex- 
cise gave general satisfaction, while at the same 
time many thought the repea! of several other 
taxes that did not depend on the excise system 
improper. 

Mr. F.'said that though this was the greatest, 
it was not the only objection to the resolution. 
It was, besides this, unjust, impolitic, and decep- 
tious—it was, in fact, a tax directly on agricul- 
ture—it was a tax on their syateld By a let- 
ter on his table, just received, he was informed 
that his family had sold as much rye to the dis- 


tillers as, with what will be distilled for his own | 


family use, would produce by the proposed excise 
one hundred dollars tax, whereas the rye of which 


'was both unjust and-impolitic. It would be 
much better policy to charge it directly on the 
_rye received by the distiller, at a proper estimate 
‘of what the bushels of rye would produce. This 
o1 wha e DUSh y 0 Pp e ii 
' would be much more simple and certain, than 
charging it on the spirits distilled, by hired still. 
ers,and which might easily be much. of it dis. 
|posed of without the knowledge of the owner, 
even if he was so honest as not to coonive at it. 
Much might be said against the impolicy of 
oppressing, if not destroying, a domestic manu- 
| fagture so essentially connected with agriculture, 
it being the only method by which farmers, at a 
| very inconvenient distance from market, can re- 
duce their grain to such a portable form as to be 
the more easily carried to a distance. ‘The at. 
‘tempt to do so is the more extraordinary at a 
time when every other manufacture is encour. 
aged. But the honorable mover proposes to pro- 
mote morality by rendering it more difficult to ge: 
\drunk. Mr. F, said that if there were no spirits 
distilled from the produce of the farm, there are 
| other beverages by the use of which people might 
'and often did get drunk. The drunkard would 
| have his drink. But not to detain the House fur- 
ther, he would assure the honorable mover that 
| his estimated millions for the amount of the rev- 
enue thus to be obtained would vanish ; if the reso- 
lution takes effect, he would put in no more rye 
than would be sufficient to feed his horses. He 
would not pay ove hundred dollars of a tax on 
| the produce of eight or ten acres of rye; and he 
would not be alone, it would be general. Being 
confident that the House will not suffer the well: 
digested system proposed by the Committee o/ 
Ways and Means to be contaminated by the cor- 
| rupting systems of excise, nor a tax sO unjus! 
and deceptive to make a part of the system, he 
would enlarge no further. 

Mr. Grunpy.—Mr. Speaker: On the present 
motion to reeommit so much of the report of the 
Committee of Ways and Means as respects the 
resolution immediately before us, in order to ex- 
amine the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Maryland, (Mr. McKim,) I doubted the pro- 
priety of entering into the merits of that propo- 
sition, and therefore took no part in the discus- 
/sion on yesterday ; but from the course the de- 
| bate has taken, I do not know that a more favor- 
| able opportunity will offer to express my views 





proposed by the gentleman from Maryland, but 
also in reference to the entire report of the Com- 
| mittee of Waysand Means. The honorable mem- 
ber from Maryland proposes to impose an excise 
| of twenty-five cents per gallon on all spirits dis- 
tilled from domestic materials (fruit excepted) 
‘within the United States. To this change in 
the plan of taxation digested by the Committee 
| of Ways and Means, I have objections, not bot- 
| tomed on the honest prejudices of the people 


of this subject, not only in relation to the tax | 
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alone, but upon the immutable principles of jus: | 


tice and equity, which will be violated by the! 


operation of the proposed system, whenever it 
shall be resorted to in this country. Sir, I con- 


} 


sider the measure proposed hostile to the per-| 
sonal liberty and security of the citizen, which | 


legislators should at all times attentively regard ; 
and I consider it also subversive of that general 
distribution of public burdens on various sections 
of the Union, which, as far as practicable, should 
be an object of primary attention. The princi- 
ples of an excise system are justly odious in this 
and every other free country. 


Because they sub- | 


ject the domicil, and every apartment provided | 


for the comfort of civilized man, to the uncere- 
monious visit and search of a train of petty offi- 
cers—men whose powers cannot be strictly de- 
fined by law—and, if defined, would too often be 
The powers of such officers, if you 
mean that your laws shall be enforced, must be 
incompatible with the immunities held sacred in 
the domestic relations of society. 

‘Permit me, sir, for a moment to glance at the 
causes out of which the contest in whieh we are 
about to engage has arisen. We complain (and 
justly) of violations of our national rights on the 
high seas ;. and to restore these rights to their le- 
gitimate standing, we haye determined to exert 
our strength against one of the great belligerents 
of Europe, unless that Power shall within a 
short period voluntarily surrender its unjust pre- 
tensions, and cease its lawless aggressions on the 
persons and property of our citizens navigating 


the ocean. I admit, itis not for the benefit of com- | 
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test the principle contained in the amendment 
offered by the gentlemen from Maryland. I[ en- 
treat the House to remember, that principles do 
not change with circumstances, and that it is 
wholly inconsistent with the foundation of re- 
publican Governments, and with the genius of 
the American Constitution, to permit private 
property to be invaded at the arbitrary caprice of 
public functionaries. 

I have said that a tax of twenty-five cents per 
gallon on whiskey will operate almost exclusively 
on particular sectious of the country. It isa 
fact well kaown, that the Western States, to 
which may be added a part of Pennsylvania and 
Virginia, distil more whiskey than all the other 
States in the Union. And can gentlemen think 
it reasonable that these States should pay so 
great a proportion of the money to be raised by 
taxation ? 

Situated at a remote distance from the oniy 
market at. which they can vend the surplus pro- 


| ducts of their labor, the inequality which would 


mercial men alone we are contending; the best | 


interests Of the agriculturist are involved in the 


protection of commerce, which, as an independ- | 


ent nation, we can never relinquish. 
time, | wish it to be understood, that I can never 
consent to destroy the internal tranquillity of the 
country for the attainment of an object not in- 
dispensable to our national existence. No, sir, I 


Atthe same | 


will never surrender the proud privilege of an | 


American citizen to repose in quiet and safety 


under his own roof, for any consideration what- | 


ever. 


Let us consecrate the maxim that a man’s | 


house is his castle, where the owner finds an asy- | 


lum in whieh he is sole master. Better would it 
be to leave our countrymen abroad to the chan- 
ges and chanees of fortune, than’ to subject our 
citizens at home to the arbitrary details of an 
excise duty on the products of their. industry, 
which must lead to the destruction of individual 
liberty, happiness, and security. Sir, willing as I 
believe the people I have the honor to represent 
are to contribute their just proportion of any rev- 
enue which the exigencies of the country may 
require, and to exert their physical force to assert 
the rights and vindicate the honor of thé coun- 
try, yet I will never agree that their houses of 


every description shall be thrown open to the in- | 


spection of excise officers, who would often find 
a pretext for such a demand to evince the pleni- 
tude of their power, and from various motives 
would vex and harass the best citizens. 


These | 
remarks I thought it proper to make. in order to | 


be introduced by this amendment would produce 
the most oppressive effects upon the people of the 
Western country. But, sir, we are told by the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. MeKim,) that a 
tax on this article will diminish the quantity 
consumed, and thereby check the vicious habits 
of intemperance, and promote the great cause of 
virtue and morality. In these moral reflections, 
on which the honorable gentleman seemed to 
dwell with so much zeal and confidence, it is a 
matter of astonishment that he did not include 
the consumers of brandy in the State in part rep- 
resented by himself. Adopt the proposition of 
the gentleman, and the Maryland farmer who 
distils his two, three, or four thousand gallons of 
brandy from his large and profitable orchard, 
will pay to the United States the small sam of 
five dollars a year on each still employed, while 
the distillers of grain in the Western country are 
called on to distribute nearly one hundred per 
cent. on the present value of all the spirits dis- 
tilled. I hope the honorable gentleman will com- 
mence his good work of reformation among the 
brandy-drinkers of his own State, before he 
strides over the Allegany to teach us lessons of 
temperance, and that, too, by the imposition of 
an enormous excise to enforce their observance. 
The injustice of the proposed tax is too obvious 
to require further illustration, and I should now 
dismiss the subject, but for the liberality of sen- 
timent displayed by the gentleman frem Ver- 
mont, (Mr. Fisx,) which claims a moment’s at- 
tention. That gentleman it seems is in favor of 
this tax, beeause he sees in it a relief afforded to 
his Western brethren from the pressure of the 
direct tax. We duly appreciate the motives of 
the honorable gentleman, but as we cannot dis- 
cern the advantages of relieving our constituents 
from the payment of about four hundred thou- 
sand dollars, by compelling them to pay four 
millions, he will excuse us for not accepting his 
beneficent offer. For, sir, in fact such would be 
the effect of that course of proceedings recom- 
mended by him. He says you can raise six mil 
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lions six hundred thousand dollars annually by a} surely to adopt that which has been offered. ]} 
tax of twenty-five cents per gallon on whiskey. | frankly own, sir, that I have no substitute to tep- 
Cannot every man see that at least four millions | der which would not be liable to all the exceptions 
of this sum would fall on that section of the Uni- | which have been taken to the report under con- 
ted States which | have before described, and | sideration. I wish some gentleman would enter; 
this sum we are asked to pay to redeem ourselves | upon the task and perform it to the satisfaction 
from the payment of four hundred thousand, | of this House and the nation ; for myself, I confess 
which will be nearly our proportion of the direct | the want of talents to devise a plan of taxation, 
tax. which shall fall-more equally than this system 
Mr. Speaker: There are other objections to| upon every section ofthe country. I have strong 
the proposition of the gentleman from Maryland | objections to some of the resolutions for which | 
which deserve consideration. We all profess to | shall vote, taking them unconnected with the re- 
desire the rapid promotion of our domestic man-| mainder of the report. The resolution before 
ufactures; protecting duties are about to be voted | us is one of this description; it will bear heavily 
on articles of foreign manufactures, to give to| upon myconstituents; but I discover, that they are 
these, | mean our home establishments, a monop- | almost entirely relieved from the operation of the 
oly in the markets of this country ; and, sir, are | duties on stamps, as now modified by the com- 
we not departing from principles of sound pol-| mittee. Banks and commercial men will almost 
icy, when we single out any one article of do-| exclusively be affected by the latter, and, there- 
mestic manufacture, and from it attempt to raise | fore, I do not consider it unreasonable in the com- 
so extravagant a sum as six millions six hundred | mittee to require the payment of a tax on stills, 
thousand dollars? This will in effect produce an} agreeably to their report. You cannot, Mr. 
increased consumption of imported spirits, and | Speaker, select any one article for taxation which 
spirits distilled from foreign materials. will not be felt more sensibly by the people in one 
The plan proposed will be found.deceptive in | quarter of the country than in another;. you must, 
ractice; the law will be evaded; the tax will | therefore make several, and by causing, one two 
sO Oppressive as to tempt men strongly to vio- | Operate upon the people in one direction, and an- 
late jt. And should this take place, or should the | other upon those who reside in a. different part 
quantity distilled be greatly diminished, the rev- | of the country, you will, as far as practicable, 
enue of the country will fail, which is an event | equalize a system of internal taxes. “This, I be- 
in a state of war productive of the greatest ca-| lieve, the Committee of Ways and Means have 
lamities, Having declared my intention to vote | done to as much advantage as possible. I shall, 
for the entire report of the Committee of Ways | therefore, not follow the example set me by the 
and Means, I ask the indulgence of the House to! gentleman from Maryland, by proposing to raise 
state concisely some of the reasons which influ- | the whole sum required upon some one article, 
ence my conduct on this occasion. by taxing which to an unreasonable amount, my 
At the opening of the present session of Con- district would be entirely relieved. I know my 
gress, the President informed us that every effort | constituents would not wish to hear of my making 
to settle our differences with Great Britain by.| such a proposition. I am willing, by a vote on 
friendly negotiation had been employed without | these resolutions, to give a pledge to the lenders 
effect. Under such circumstances, as every other | of money to the public, and I am willing to re- 
expedient had failed, we determined that the only | deem it with good faith. For the people | repre- 
justifiable course left was.to put the nation in| sent, 1 ask no exemption from public burdens; 
arms, and by force redress the violated rights and | but against thaf injustice which would be inflict- 
honor of an injured and insulted people.. We/| ed on them, should the proposition of the gentle- 
accordingly provided for a large increase of the | man from Maryland succeed, I protest. 
regular army, and took corresponding measures| Mr. Jounson said he had, on a former day, lis- 
to meet that state of things which we shortly ex-| tened with indifference to the proposition to 
pect. The expenses incident to these prepara- | levy an excise of twenty-five cents on each gallon 
tions must of necessity be great; we were com-| of domestic distilled spirit of domestic materials 
elled to incur them, or relinquish the ground we | throughout the United States, from a most thor- 
an taken, and submit tamely to British inso-| ougli conviction that so unjust, so unreasonable, 
lence and outrage. and so oppressive a tax would be rejected by a 
The debt has been created on the contingency greet majority, without exposing its tendency. 
of war, and we are bound by every moral and po-| He said he was not disappointed in that just and 
litical consideration to provide immediately for | reasonable expectation of the views of the mem- 
the punctual discharge of the interest, withoutdo-| bers of this House. He said twenty-five cents 
ing which no capitalist in the country will ad-} tax per gallon upon whiskey would be as ruinous 
vance the sum required. Were we not to make | to the people of the Western country as it would 
this provision, ] fear, sir, at the very commence-| be unjust to that portion of the United States, 
ment of this contest we should bankrupt the.credit |. who would never be backward in furnishing their 
of the nation. Itis admitted by all, that the sum | just proportion of mef and money to prosecute a 
asked for by the committee is the least which they | war necessary to maintain inviolate taeir sover- 
could have demanded. They have submitted a/ eignty and independence; but, whatever might be 
plaw by which it may be raised, and, unless some | their willingness, they should not, with his vote 
plan less objectionable can be proposed, we ought! be called upon to support a system which would 
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to them by the inequality of | half. These modifications were produced by a 
spirit of accommodation. And if the House con- 

But, he said, he could not remain silent to hear | tinued to be animated by the same spirit, he 
the same gentleman seriously make a motion to said, the motion to commit would not ‘succeed. 
reccommit the report from the Committee of | The Secretary of the Treasury has told you, that 
Ways and Means, for the purpose of making the | a land tax, or rather a direct tax, would operate 
self-same proposition of Jayinga tax of twenty-five | most severely upon the Western States, on ac- 








be alone destructive 
its operation. 





cents on whiskey and other distilled spirits, the | count of their distance from market, their want 
prime cost of the article in the way of wholesale | of capital, their infant settlements ; and, witha 
in the Western country. Upon the subject of | correct knowledge of the actual state of the dif- 
taxation, he said, he had never entertained but | ferent parts of the Union, the Secretary had, with 
one sentiment, and he never would agree to lay | his usual impartiality and discernment, given the 
internal taxes upon the people of the United | House a system as nearly equal in its operation 
States, to support any permanent expensive es- | as the nature of the subject would admit; and it 
tablishment; that nothing on the present occasion | was evident, that if a material alteration was 
should induce him to vote for taxes, but war. In | made upon it, chaos would prevail, and the whole 
consequence of this opinion, the Committee of | plan be rejected; and then the enemies of the 
Ways and Means had reported in one of their ; Government would say with triumph, that the 
resolutions that the tax should not be !evied until Republican Administration could not vindicate 
a declaration of war, or the issuing of letters of | and support the rights of the nation, and that 
marque and reprisal; and, he said, he was a little | their Representatives were afraid to trust the peo- 
surprised that any member should dislike such | ple to send the ways and means to avenge their 
a resolution, and try to demonstrate to the people | own» wrongs. Mr. J. said the House had been 
and the world that the taxes proposed were war | engaged a long time on the subject; despatch 
taxes, and intended to meet that state of things. | Was necessary, that Congress might have a little 
Another resolution declares, that the taxes shall | time to listen to the warning voice which now 
not continue more than twelve months after the | comes from the Wabash, the Mississippi, and De- 
conclusion. With these resolutions incorporated | troit, which makes it probable that as soon as the 
and made a part of the system, he was astonished | season will admit, the savages will rush down 
to hear gentlemen say that the people would be | upon the defenceless frontiers, and destroy their 
alarmed at these resolutions. He said he was | inhabitants. 

never afraid of the people; they would act cor-| Mr. Wipaery.—Mr. Speaker, on a motion to 
rectly ; but he had more reason to fear that this | fecommit the report of the Committee of Ways 
House would be alarmed. He said the. people | and Means, ! have not been able to discover how 
understood their interests and their rights, and | the arguments, either of the gentleman from Vir- 
were not to be alarmed at a vindication of their; ginia, or those im answer to him, by the gentleman 
rights and their independence. Mr. J. said that | from North Carolina, ean apply to the question 
Mr. Gallatin had been called upon by the Com- before the House. Sir, lam of opinion that if I 
mittee of Ways and Means to furnish them | had suffered myself so far to have wandered from 
with a system of internal taxation, predicated | the question, I should deservedly have heard from 
upon actual war with Great Britain. The Sec- | the Chair. The question before the House is not 
retary was not a volunteer in proposing this sys- | the repeal of the non-intercourse, or whether we 
tem. In that letter, the Secretary had proposed ten | shall submit to the edicts of Great Britain. It is, 
cents upon distilled spirits from foreign materials, | will the House recommit the report for the pur- 
and three cents per gallon on domestic distilled | pose of amending it? To this subject I shall con- 
spirits of domestic materials, which was consid- | fine my argument. Iam in favor of recommit- 
ered equally hard upon the Western country when | ting the report, first to amend it as respects the 
taken in connexion with the whole system pro-/ duty on imports. Many of these articles have 
posed. Departing from this equal system, the | already a duty of fifteen per cent. ad valorem ; 


' 


s gentleman from Maryland would raise it to | add to this one hundred per cent. and you will 


twenty-five cents—a most unreasonable derange- | either prohibit them entirely, or you will givea 
ment of the whole plan. Mr. J. said that he had | bounty to smugglers, which will destroy the fair 
objected to this whiskey tax on account of the | trader, as the smugglers will always be able to 
excise principle when it was before the Commit- | undersell him; and thus will the fair trader, who 
tee of Ways and Means, and upon his objections | wishes to support the Government be obliged to 
the excise part was changed to a direct tax upon | give up his business or be ruined. The tonnage 
the still, differing only in amouni with the tax | duty is also too high. The former tonnage duty 
upon carriages or any other article; by which | was about fifty cents on the vessel, of foreigners, 
modification, numerous officers would not be em- | and six cents on our own vessels in the foreign 
ployed, oaths would be dispensed with, no search | trade. The committee have added a little over 
would be nade into the houses or cellars of dis- | one hundred per cent. to the tonnage of foreigners, 
tillers, nor would we have excise officers breaking | and upwards of four hundred per cent. on our 
locks and invading our firesides; and in this | owntonnage. If the tonnage was not very much 
modification, the sum to be raised by a tax of | out of the way heretofore, the committee have 
three cents per gallon was reduced from $400,000 | reversed the rule of all other nations. Great Brit- 
to $275,000, making a d:duction of almost one- | ain has always encouraged her own merchantmen 
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by making a great distinction in favor of herown 
ship-owners, between them and foreigners; she 
is the greatest commercial nation in the world, 
according to the report. Our vessels in foreign 
trade must pay thirty-one cents per ton every 
time they enter, so that a vessel of three hundred 
and thirty tons, if she enters three times, must pay 
the Government upwards of three hundred dollars 
a year, over and above all her-custom-house fees, 
and the hundred per cent. on the duties of her 
cargo. Why the committee should have added 
four times as much on tonnage as on merchandise, 
Iam ata loss to imagine, nor do I believe the 
Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
can give any good or satisfactory reason for so 
doing. In the case of tonnage, it operates as a 
direct tax on the owner, because while ships are 
plenty, lying by the wharves, no man will give 
one cent more on account of the tonnage, Sir, 
in the case of the salt tax, the maritime and mid- 
dle country pay the whole, the Western section 
pay nothing. There are 1,500,000 people exempt 
trom this duty on salt, because they have plenty 
from the salt springs. As this is a necessary of 
life on which the Western section of the Union 
pay nothing, they ought to be willing to pay an 
equivalent on something else. 

It is true, these gentlemen say, théy are willing 
to do their part in support of the war; yet whea 
they are called on to augmentthe tax on whiskey 
they say their objection to that is the creation of 
excise officers, to which the people are very much 
opposed. Sir, there is a small tax on the capa- 
city of the still, let this duty be multiplied on the 
still until it will give about twelve and a half 
cents on each gallon, as near as can be computed, 
which may be distilled in the course of a year. 
In that case the same persons who may collect 
the tax.on the capacity of the stills, as now taxed, 
which does not exceed one cent and a third per 
gallon on the liquor, may collect it with as much 
ease when augmented, as they can if the amend- 
ment should not take place. This therefore will 
do away the difficulty of excise officers. I ask 
them to take but twelve and a half cents per 
gallon on their spirits, while in the maritime 
States we pay the duty proposed, sixty. cents. 
This is a debt for which we are all alike liable. 
Surely, sir, the Western gentlemen cannot think 
hard to pay but one-fifth part as much as their 
friends in a different section of the Union. when 
they consider that we pay twenty cents. on salt, 
from which they are exempt. Sir, the last inter- 
nal tax which was laid amounted to $989,533— 
Massachusetts paid of that tax $282,566. Ac- 
cording to the present system, Massachusetts will 
have to pay more than one-fourth of the internal 
tax, while she will not have more than one-ninth 
of the representation. Augment the whiskey tax 
as I propose, and you may do away your land 
tax altogether. There isin the United States 
distilled from home materials about 24,000,000 of 
gallons of spirits. This will give you $3,000,000, 
which is about what is laid on the land. A land tax 
is the last tax which oughtevertobelaid. Every 
kind of luxury ought to be taxed before the land. 
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The gentlemen say they are at a great distance 
from market. Be itso. Sir, the material from 
which the whiskey is chiefly distilled, is Indian 
corn. The middle country raise of this artic|. 
about ten bushels to the acre; the Westery 
country about fifty bushels to the acre, and with 
much less labor this article will give about two 
gallons to the bushel ; so that the middle country 
can obtain about twenty gallons from one uere. 
while the Western country will give one hun. 
dred gallons—five times as much. This wii! 
more than pay for their extra distance from mar. 
ket; in addition to which, their liquor will bring 
them enough more at market to pay for the trou. 
ble of transporting it. Sir, Massachusetts will be 
willing to pay more than her partif necessary in 
defence of the just rights of the nation. Bu: 
when a system of taxation is brought forth, j) 
ought to be so modified as that each member o: 
the Union should pay its due proportion of such 
taxes. It is said, this report is a system of com. 
promise. Sir, 1 am not one of those humble im- 
itators of any man, of any body of men, who wil! 
without investigation, tamely submit to anything 
they may please to lay before me, and vote it 
down as law. We ate told that when the bil 
comes in will be the proper time to amend. [/ 
the House are determined not to recommit, I wil! 
help to vote the report through, but with the same 
reserve I made when I agreed to reconsider the 
vote which went against the salt,if no amendment 
or modification takes place so ‘as to have a more 
equal bearing on the different sections of the 
Union. 

Mr. Wricatand Mr. Fisk supported the motion 

{The arguments for and against the motion to- 
day, as well as yesterday, were grounded on the 
expedieocy or inexpediency of an excise tax on 
whiskey. On the one hand, it was said, that, i 
the ‘proposed tax of 25 or 28 cents per gallon on 
distilled spirits weré to take effect, it would pro- 
duce a revenue of five or six millions of dollar: 
and preclude the necessity of other taxes; that it 
would eventually be paid by the consumer, and 
would therefore operate equally; that domestic 
spirits ought to be taxed a little, when the duty 
on foreign spirits was about to be doubled, as there 
is no reason why a man who drinks brandy o 
rum and water should be made to pay double price, 
while the whiskey-drinker paid nothing; that the 
excise system was already proposed as to fine 
sugat, and might be extended to whiskey with 
much less inconvenience than would result from 
the collection of the variety of small taxes pro- 
posed by the Committee of Ways and Means. 

On the other hand, remarks were made on the 
severity with which this tax would operate on 
those who already have to bear the chief burden 
(with the least orn to pay it) of the land tar, 
viz: the people of the Western country ; that, 
considering the paucity of their saleable produc- 
tions in the Western country, a tax on whiskey, 
which would put a stop Co its distillation, would 
wholly disable them from paying the land tax; 
that it was, besides, grievously heavy, partial, and 
unequal, The evils of an excise system were 


1145 


7~—oo 


Marc! 


———— 
—_ 


depict 
althou 
somew 
the re 
defeat 
engag’ 
r. 
whole 
Thi 
consid 
Mr. C 
[Th 
on the 
was ( 
morec 
becau 
restrit 
Unite 
was ¢ 
under 
Int 
ject v 
the e: 
the e! 
destre 
the m 
are d 
exerc 
repor 
feren 
to re 
shrin 
stam} 
Th 
taker 
nays 
Ye 
Bleec 
phrod 
Jame 
Golds 
Philiy 
Le R 
nor, . 
Pitki 
Reed. 
Lewi 
ton, | 
Ni 
venst 
Bass 
Boye 
Butl 
Clay 
ford, 
uel ] 
Frar 
L. G 
Ayle 
ard 
Abn 
Low 
Max 
Mck 
L. A 
Nel: 
Orm 





144 


812. 
ance 
from 
dian 
ticle 
stern 
With 
two 
ntry 
acre, 
uUn- 
wil! 
nar- 
Ting 
rou- 
ll be 
Vy in 
Bu: 
h, it 
F Of 
uch 
om- 
im- 
wil 
hing 
e it 
bill 
{ 
will 
ame 
the 
nen! 
lore 
the 


ion 
| {0+ 
the 
on 
ty li 
1 on 
pro- 
lars 
ut it 
and 
Stic 
lu ty 
lere 
y or 
ice, 
the 
fine 
rith 
‘om 
iro- 


the 
on 
den 
ax, 
iat, 
uc- 
ey, 
uld 
1X ; 
nd 


ere 





1145 HISTORY OF CONGRESS. 


ay a 


Final Settlement Certificates. 





Marca, 1812. 








depicted in vivid colors; and it was 
although any tax on whiskey was unjust, an 
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said, that | ants, junior, Benjamin Pond, William M. Richardson, 


John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, William 


somewhat oppressive, they were willing to incur Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Thomas Sammons, Ebenezer 


the responsibility of a tax on stills, rather than 
defeat the great work in which the nation was 
engaged. | 

Mr. Ranvo.tpn moved a recommitment of the 
whole report to a Committee of the Whole. 

This motion was supported by the mover at 
considerable length, and opposed by Mr. Astron, 
Mr. Cueves, Mr. Catnoun, and Mr. Macon. 

{The recommitment of the report was supported 
on the ground that the budget of taxes reported 
was of the most oppressive character; that, 
moreover, they were unnecessary and impolitic, 
because Congress had only to repeal their own 
restrictive law, and revenue would accrue to the 
United States, to a much greater amount than 
was contemplated to be provided by the taxes 
under consideration. 

In reply, it was urged that the gentleman’s pro- 
ject was. a peace project, and not calculated for 
the exigency ; that, besides, it would not produce 
the effect he anticipated, because commerce was 
destroyed by the orders of Great Britain, and by 
the municipal regulations of France; that all taxes 
are disagreeable, and though the committee had 
exercised much deliberation on the subject of their 


report, it might be expected there would be a dif- | 


ference of opinion on some items; but that now 
to recommit the report, as proposed, would be 
shrinking from the’ pressure of the crisis,and would 
stamp indelible disgrace on the House and nation. ] 

The question on recommitting the report was 
taken, and determined in the negative—yeas 34, 
nays 83, as follows: 

Yeas—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, William Ely, 


James Emott, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles | 


Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, junior, 
Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., Robert 
Le Roy Livingston, Archibald McBryde, James Mil- 
nor, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy 
Pitkin, jun., Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, William 


Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, Daniel Sheffey, Philip Stuart, | 


Lewis B. Sturges, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Whea- 
ton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. 

Nars— Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 


Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam | 


Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condict, William Craw- 


ford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Sam- | 


uel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Findley, Meshack 
Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah 
L. Green, Felix Grundy, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, 
Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Rich- 
ard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, 
Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, William 
Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. 
Maxwell, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel 
McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Samuel 
L, Mitchill, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh 
Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newton, Stephen 
Ormaby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleas- 





Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, 
John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Rich’d Stan- 
ford, William Strong, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, 
George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Robert White- 
hill, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 
So, Mr. RanDourna’s motion was negatived; 
| and the House adjourned. 





Wepnespay, March 4. 


Mr. Ormssy presented to the House a resolu- 
| tion of the Legislature of the State of Kentucky, 
instructing their Senators, and requesting their 
Representatives in Congress to procure a grant 
of ten thousand acres of land lying in the Terri- 
tory of Louisiana to Daniel Boone.—Referred to 
| the Committee on the Public Lands. 
| Mr. Ruea, from the Committee on Post Offices 
|and Post Roads, presented a bill to alter and 
| establish certain post roads; which was read 
twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole to-morrow. 

Mr. Go p, from the committee appointed on 
the twenty-fourth ultimo, presented a bill pro- 
viding for the removal of the causes depending 
in the respective District Courts of the United 
| Sea, in case of the disability of the Judges 

thereof; which was read twice, and committed 

to a Committee of the Whole on Friday next. 


FINAL SETTLEMENT CERTIFICATE. 


| 

Mr. Guotson, from the Committee of Claims, 
| made a report on the petition of John Dixon; 
| which was read, and referred to the Committee 
| of the Whole on the report of the same commit- 
| tee made on the petition of John Murray. 

The report is as follows: 

That, from documents exhibited by the petitioner, it 
appears. he is the assignee of Lucy Dixon, his mother, 
| of a certificate which was issued in her favor by the 
| Commissioner for settling the accounts of the Revolu- 
| tionary war in the State of Virginia, for the sum of 
$329 84.90, payable with six per cent. from the first 
| day of January, 1781, and dated the 23d of December, 
1786. The original certificate is produced, and, by an 
| endorsement on it, it appears the interest was paid to 
the first of January, 1785; a certificate of the Regis- 
ter of the Treasury is likewise exhibited, showing that 
Lucy Dixon stands a creditor on the records of that 
Department for the said certificate, which “ remains 
unliquidated by the United States.” 

As an apology (as it is presumed by the committee) 
| for not presenting this claim at an earlier period, Lucy 
Dixon, in a petition formerly offered by herself, alleges 
that she, in the year 1793, left Virginia, and went to 
the State of Georgia, where she remained until 1799 
or 1800; that on her return to her residence in Vir- 
| ginia, she, on looking over papers, found the. certificate 
| in question, and likewise others that were supposed to 

have been entirely destroyed; that she was ignorant 
as well of the value of such certificates as of the mode 
in which the law provided for their payment; that one 
of her sons took with him to the Mississippi Territory 
the said certificate, where he kept it until a few years 
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ago, when he returned it to her, and she shortly after- | spirits, and foreign merchandise,) and was agreed 


wards presented her petition for the amount of it. 

From the foregoing statement, it would appear that 
there is no obstacle to the allowance of this claim but 
the statute of limitation. Your committee have re- 
cently, very respectfully, decided against the repeal of 
the law barring demands like the present. It is for 
the House to determine on the course they will pursue 
on this subject. The facts. are faithfully detuiled. 
Your committee, however, conforming to the rule by 
which jt has been governed in similar cases, recom- 
mend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer ‘of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 


WAR TAXES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole on the 
report of the Committee of Ways afid Means. 

Mr. McKim said, as his motion to recommit 
the fifth resolution had given rise to some diffi- 
culty, and he had no disposition to embarrass, ‘he 
would withdraw it, reserving to himself the right 
to renew it when the subject should come before’ 
the House in the shape of a bill. 


The question recurring on the adoption of the 
fifth resolution, (for laying a tax-on stills, &c.,) 
it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 67, nays 
38, as follows: 


Yzsas— Willis Alston, jun., Stevenson Archer, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Robert Brown; William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Roger 
Davis, John Dawson, Samuel Dinsmoor, Plias Earle, 
William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Ghol- 
son, Thomas R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. 


Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John | 


A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. 
Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, William R. King, 
Abner Lacock, Peter Little, Robert Le Roy Living- 
ston, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Ma- 
con, George C. Maxwell, Samuel McKee, Alexander 
McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah 
Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas New- 
bold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pick- 
ens, William Piper, James. Pleasants, jun., Benjamin 
Pond, Wm. M. Richardson, John Roane, Jonathan 
Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Sey- 
bert, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, William 
Strong, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, 
Charles Turner, jun., Pierre Van Cortlandt, junior, 
and William Widgery: 


Naxvs—William Anderson, John Baker, Abijah 
Bigelow, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Mat- 
thew Clay, William Crawford, John Davenport, jun., 
Joseph Desha, William Ely, James Fisk, Asa Fitch, 


to without debate—yeas 68, nays 42, as follows: 
Yras—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste. 
| venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwel! 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Rob. 
ert Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, Johp 
C. Calhoan, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, Lewis 
Condict, William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Daw. 
son, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, 
William. Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Glo). 
son, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green; Felix Grup. 
dy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylet 
awes, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William 
R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, Wm. Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, 
William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Ap. 
thony New, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israc! 
Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jun., Wm. 
M. Richardson, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebe. 
nezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, William Strong, 
John Taliaferro, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, 
jun., Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, and Richard 
Winn. 

‘Nars—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, James Breck. 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Martin Chittenden, William Ely, James Fisk, Asa 
Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin 
Gray, Jacob. Hufty, John.M. Hyneman, Richard Jack. 
son, junior, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lete- 
ver, Joseph Lewis, jun., Robert Le Roy Livingston, 
Arunah Metcalf, Jonathan’ O, Moseley, Thomas New. 
bold, Joseph Pearson, ‘l'imothy Pitkin, junior, Benja- 
min Pond, Elisha R. Potter, John Randolph, Willian 
Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Philip 
Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Tag- 
gart, Benjamin ..Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Pierre Van 
Cortlandt, jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, 
Thomas Wilsonv, and Robert Wright. 


The seveoth resolution (tax on sales at auction 
of foreign’ merchandise, &c.) was next agreed 
to—yeas 79, nays 34, as follows: 

¥xas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, Wm. Blackledge, Roberi 
Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, John 
C..Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, Lewis 
Condict, William Crawford, Roger Davis, John Daw- 
son, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, 
William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Ghol- 
son, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grun- 
dy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett 
Hives Jacob Hufty, John. M. Hyneman, Richard M. 
Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. King, Abner La- 
cock, Joseph Lefever, Peter Little, William Lowndes, 


Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Maeon, George C. Maxwell, 








Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKce, 
Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, 
Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thos. 

Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel 
| Pickens, Wm. Piper; James Pleasants, junior, Benja- 
| min Pond, William M. Richardson, John Rhea, John 
| Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer 
Seaver Adam Seybert, John Smilie, George Smith, 
John Smith, William Strong, John Taliaferro, Uri 
Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jr., Pierre 
Van Cortlandt, jr., Robert Whitehill, William Widg- 
ery, Richard Winn, and Robert Wright. 


Charles Goldsborough, Richard Jackson, jr-, Philip B. 
Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr., 
William’ McCoy. Jonathan 0. Moseley, Joseph Pear- 
son, Timothy Pitkin, jt., Elisha R. Potter, John Ran- 
dolph, John Rhea, William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, 
Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban 
Wheaton, Leonard White, Robert Whitehill, Thomas 
Wilson, and Robert Wright. 


The sixth resolution came next under consid- 
eration (for a tax on licenses to retailers of wines, 
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Nars—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa- 
hroditus Champiun, Martin Chittenden, John Daven 
rt, junior, William Ely, Asa Fitch, Thos. R. Gold, 
Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Richard Jackson, 
jun., Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jun., 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, Jonathan O. Moseley, Jo- 


 seph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Pot- 


ter, John Randolph, William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, 
Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, La- 
ban Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson, 

The eighth resolution (for a tax.of four cents 
per pound on retined sugar) was next agreed to— 
yeas 80, nays 38, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Bur- 
well Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, 
Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, 
William Butler, John C. Calhoun, hangdon Cheves, 
Matthew Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condict, Wm. 
Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, 
Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias Earle, William Findley, Me- 
shack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed 
Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, Jacob Hufty, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnston, Joseph 
Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefe- 
ver, Peter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Na- 
thaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, 
William McCoy, Samuel MeKee, Alexander McKim, 
Aranah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, 
Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thos. Newbold, Thos. 
Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, Wm. Piper, 
Jas. Pleasants, jr., Benjamin Pond, William M. Rich- 
ardson, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, 
Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, Adam Seybert, John 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, William Strong, 
John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Chas. 
Turner, jum, Robert Whitehill, Wm. Widgery, Rich- 
ard Winn, and Robert Wright. 

Nars—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Daven- 
port, junior, William Ely, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, 
Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Richard Jack- 
son, junior, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, Joseph Lew- 
is, jr., Robert Le Roy Livingston, Jonathan O. Mose- 
ley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. 
Potter, John Randolph, William Reed, William Rod- 
man, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, 
Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel 
Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Pierre Van Cortlandt, 
jun., Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas 
Wilson. 

_ The ninth resolution (for laying a tax on ear- 
riages of pleasure, d&c.) came next on the tapis. 

Mr. Horry, after adverting to the great num- 
ber of carriages in the State of New Jersey, of a 
peculiar and cheap construction, which would be 
severely taxed, moved an amendment going to 
exempt from a tax of three dollars, carriages on 
wooden springs, and to impose on such a tax of 
one dollar and fifty cents. 

This motion was supported by Messrs. Hurry, 
Conpict, and Wricarr, and opposed by Messrs. 
Bacon, Seyzert, and Stanrorp. The argu 
ments for the motion were founded on the dis- 
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proportion of the amount of tax to the value of 
the article taxed, which generally cost less than 
$100, &e. It was opposed on the ground that 
these carriages were nevertheless used by those 
well able to pay the tax, which was by no means 
disproportionate to the other taxes proposed. 

The motion was lost—ayes only six or eight. 

The question was then taken on the resolution 
as reported bythe Committee, and carried in the 
affirmative-—yeas 72, nays 48, as follows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, William Crawford, Roger Da- 
vis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, 
‘'homas Gholsony Thos. R. Gold, Peterson Goodwyn, 
Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, Bolling’ Hall, Obed 
Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hyne- 
man, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William R. 
King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Saml. 
McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, Hugh 
Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newton, Stephen 
Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleas- 
ants, junior, Benjamin Pond, William M. Richardson, 
John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer 
Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, 
John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, John Talia- 
ferro, Uri Tracy, Geotge M. Troup, Charles Turner, 
junior, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, and Rich- 
ard Winn. 

Naxs—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Lewis Con- 
dict, John Davenport, junior, William Ely, James 
Emott, Asa Fitch, Chas. Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, 
Jacob Hufty, Richard Jackson, junior, Philip B. Key, 
Lyman Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph Lewis, junior, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, Nathaniel Macon, George 
C. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, James Morgan, 
Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, Joseph Pear- 
son, Timothy Pitkin, junior, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quiney, John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. 
Ridgely, William Rodman, Samuel Shaw, Daniel Shef- 
fey, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Wil- 
liam Strong, Lewis B, Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, 
Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 


The tenth resolution proposes a stamp tax on 
certain bank and other notes. 

The question on the resolution was divided, 
on the suggestion of Mr. Lirrie, so as te take a 
question, distinetly;on the two clauses of the res- 
olution, 

The question on that part which goes to tax 
bank notes at the rate of one dollar for every hun- 
dred dollars was catried—yeas 74, nays 43, as 
follows : 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jun., Stevenson Archer, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Cal- 
houn, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, James Coch- 
ran, Lewis Condict, William Crawford, Roger Davis, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias 
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Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix 
Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob 
Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Jo- 
seph Kent, William R, King, Abner Lacock, Peter 
Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Ma- 
con, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, 
Alexander McKim, Arunah Mettalf, Jeremiah Mor- 
row, Hugh Nelson, Anthony New, Thomas Newbold, 
Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, 
William Piper, James Pleasants, jun., Benjamin Pond, 
William M; Richardson, John Rhea, John Roane, Jo- 
nathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, John 
Sevier, Adam Seybert, John Smilie, George Smith, 
John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, George M. Troup, Charles 
Turner, junior, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, 
Richard. Winn, and ‘Robert Wright. 

Naxs— William Anderson, John Baker, Abijah Big- 
elow, Harmanus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah 
Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion,. Martin Chittenden, 
John Davenport, jun., William Ely, James Emott, Asa 
Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin 
Gray, Richard Jackson, jun., Philip B. Key, Lyman 
Law, Joseph Lefever, Joseph, Lewis, jun., Robert Le 
Roy Livingston, George C. Maxwell, Archibald Me- 
Bryde, James Morgan, Jonathan O. Moseley, Joseph 
Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. 
Ridgely, William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, Richard 
Stanford, Philip Stuart, William “Strong, Lewis B. 
Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban 
Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. 

The other clause of the resolution proposes to 
lay a tax of five cents for every hundred ‘dollars, 
on all endorsed notes of hand and bills of exchange. 

This clause was objected to by Mr. Lirt ce, on 
the ground of its oppressive nature and the odium 
which former experience had attached to it in 
the minds of the people. Tbe stnall product, it 
would afford would not go far to the support of 
the war; and he thought it might be -dispens- 
ed with, 

Mr. Bacon replied that this tax was new so ar- 
ranged: as not to afford the same cause of com- 
plaint as former stamp taxes, because it would 
not operateon the poor, would subject the people 
in thinly-settled countries to no difficulty in ob- 
taining them, and would generally affect: only 
large capitalists or extensive traders in the cities. 

Mr. McKr said that, however oppressive he 
might deem this and perhaps all the other taxes, 
he felt in:'some degree pledged at present to vote 
for the whole report of the committee. 

The question was taken on this elause and ecar- 
ried—yeas 65, nays 53, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jun., Stevenson Archer, Eze- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam Boyd; Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, William. Butler, John C. Cal- 
houn, Langdon Cheves, Lewis Condict, William Craw- 
ford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias 
Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix 
Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob 
Hufty John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Wil- 
liam R. King, Abner Lacock, William Lowndes, Aaron 
Lyle,. Nathaniel Macon, Thomas Moore, William Mc- 
Coy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Met- 
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calf, Jeremiah Morrow, Hagh Nelsen, Anthony New. 
Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, 
Israel, Picken’, James Pleasants, jun., William \{. 
Richardson, John Rhea, John. Roane, Jonathan Ro). 
erts, Ebnezer Sage, Ebnezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam 
Seybert, John Smilie, George Smith, John Taliaferro, 
George M. Troup, Charles Turner, jun., Robert White. 
hill, William Widgery, and Richard Winn. 

Narys—William Anderson, John Baker, Harmany; 
Bleecker, James’ Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa. 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, John Davenport, jun., Samue| 
Dinsmoor, William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, 
Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, 
Richard Jackson, jun., Joseph Kent, Philip B. Key, 
Lyman Law, men Lefever, Joseph Lewis, jr., Peter 
Little, Robert Le Roy Livingston, George C. Maxwell, 
Archibald McBryde, James Morgan, Jonathan 0. 
Moseley, Joseph Pearson, William Piper, Timothy 
Pitkin, jun., Benjamin Pond, Elisha R. Potter, Josiah 
Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. 
Ridgely, William Rodman, Thomas Sammons, Samue! 
Shaw, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, 
Silas Stow, Lewis B. Sturges, Samuel Taggart, Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, Laban Wheaton, Leon- 
ard White, Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 

The next resolution embraced the direct tax of 
three millions, to be apportioned as provided by 
the Constitution. 

On this question a discussion took place, foreiga 
to the question immediately before the House. 
viz: on a doubt stated by Mr. Ranpo.pen, whe- 
ther the tax was to be laid according to the pres- 
ent representation in Congress, or according to 
the number of the people of the United States as 
ascertained by the latest enumeration. Messrs. 
Bacon, McKim, Lownpes, and Wipgery declar- 
ed their. opinions in favor.the latter mode; but 
Mr. Ranpovp# declared it to be a question of in- 
superable difficulty, inasmuch as, if the taxation 
was apportioned by the present Congress accord- 
ing to the last enumeration (which has not yet 
aflected. the representation) it would be a viola- 
tion of the vital principle of the Constitution, thai 
representation and taxation must go hand in hand. 

The resolution was agreed to, on the question’s 
being taken—yeas 77, nays 39, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jun., William Anderson, Ste- 
venson’ Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David’ Bard, Burwell 
Bassett, William W,;Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam 
Boyd, Robert Brown, William A. Burwell, William 
Butler, John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew 
Clay, James Cochran, Lewis Condict, William Craw- 
ford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias 
Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas 
Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix 
Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jaco! 
Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph 
Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefe- 
ver, Peter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Na- 
thaniel Macon, Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Sam- 
uel McKee, Alexander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James 
Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Anthony 
New, Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen 
Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleas- 
ants, jun., Benjamin Pond, William M. Richardson, 
John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebeneze: 


Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, 
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John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, William | Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. 
Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, James 
Cochran, Lewis Condict, William Crawford, Roger 
Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, Wil- 
liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, 
Peterson Goodwyn, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Fe- 
lix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, 
William R King, Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Pe- 
ter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel 
Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Archi- 
bald McBryde, William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Al- 
exander McKim, Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jere- 
miah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newbold, Thom- 
as Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel Pickens, William 
Piper, James Pleasants, junior, William M. Richard- 
son, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Wil- 
4 : liam Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, John Sevier, Adam Sey- 
ton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. bert, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, Richard 

The next resolution, that each State may pay | Stanford, William Strong, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, 


Turner, jr-, Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, Rich- 
the whole direct tax apportioned to its share, with Charles Turner, junior, Robert Whitehill, William 
| 


ard Winn, and Robert Wright. 


Nays—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Daven- 
port, junior, William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, 


Richard Jackson, junior, Philip B. Key, Lyman Law, 
Joseph Lewis, jun., Robert Le Roy Livingston, George 
C. Maxwell, Archibald McBryde, Jonathan O. Mose- 


Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, William Reed, 
Henry M. Ridgely, William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, 
Richard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, 
Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Whea- 


a deduction of fifteen per cent. was agreed to— | Widgery, Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 
yeas 73, nays 37, as follows: Naxs—Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus Bleecker, Elijah 
Yeas—William Anderson, Stevenson Archer, Eze- | Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chitten- 
kiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. | den, John Davenport, junior, William Ely, James Em- 
Bibb, William Blackledge, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, ott, Asa Fitch, ‘I homas- R. Gold, Charles Goldsbor- 
William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Cal- | 0¥8h, Richard Jackson, junior, Lyman Law, Joseph 
houn, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, James Coch- Lewis, Pe» Jonathan QO. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, 
ran, Lewis Condiet, William Crawford, Roger Davis, l'imothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quiney, 
John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, Elias John Randolph, William Reed, Philip Stuart, Lewis B. 
Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, ‘Thomas | Sturges, Benjamin Tallmadge, Laban Wheaton, and 
(tholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Leonard White. 
Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, Jacob| The next and last resolution reported by the 
Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, Jo-| Committee of Finance provides that these taxes 
seph Kent, William R. King, Abner Lacock, Joseph | shall continue no longer than one year after the 
Lefever, Peter Little, William Lowndes, Aaron Lyle, conclusion of the war. \greed to—yeas 72, nays 
Nathaniel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, | 97. ay fullows: 
William McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Yras—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, 
Arunah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, | Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, David 
Hugh Nelson, ‘Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Is-| Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William 
rael Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jr., John Blackledge, Adam Boyd, James Breckenridge, Robert 
Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, | Brown, William A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. 
Ebenezer Seaver, John Sevier, Adam Seybert, John | Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, Matthew Clay, James 
Smilie, George Smith, John Smith, William Strong, | Cochran, Lewis Condict, William Crawford, Roger 
John Taliaferro, Uri'Tracy, Charles Turner, jr., Robert | Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, Elias Earle, Wil- 
Whitehill, William Widgery, and Robert Wright. liam Findley, Meshack Franklin, Thomas Gholson, 
Nars—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, Harmanus | Peterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, Felix Grundy, 
Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, Epa- | Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, John M. Hy- 
phroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, John Daven- | neman, Richard M. Johnson, Joseph Kent, William 
port, junior, William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, | R. King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, William Lowndes, - 
Thomas R. Gold, Charles Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, | Aaron Lyle, Nathaniel Macon,, Thomas Moore, Wil- 
Richard Jackson, jun., Lyman Law, Joseph Lewis, jr., | liam McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, 
Robert Le Roy Livingston, Archibald McBryde, Jona- | James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh Nelson, 
than O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, Joseph Pearson, | Thomas Newbold, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, 
Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, | Israel Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jun., 
John Randolph, William Reed, Henry M. Ridgely, | Benjamin Pond, William M. Richardson, John Rhea, 
William Rodman, Daniel Sheffey, Richard Stanford, | John Roane, Jonathan Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, John 
Philip Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Benjamin Tallmadge, | Sevier, Adam Seybert, Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, 
Laban Wheaton, Leonard White, and Thomas Wilson. | George Smith, John Taliaferro, Uri Tracy, Charles 
Next came under consideration the resolution | Turner, junior, William Widgery, Thomas Wilson, 
that the taxes thus laid shall not take effect until | “Poverty Mrigth. ham. Epaph 
the commencement of the war, or until letters of | dit Cabin a Mast; » Chit a " se De cl 
marque and reprisal shall have been issued. This | cies, SRR oe. Sees 
~ ; | junior, William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Charles 
passed—yeas 80, nays 26, as follows: Goldsborough, Richard Jackson, junior, Lyman Law, 
Yeas—Willis Alston, junior, William Anderson, | Joseph Lewis, junior, Archibald McBryde, Jonathan 
Stevenson Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, John Baker, David | 0. Moseley, Joseph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, junior, 
Bard, Burwell Bassett, William W. Bibb, William | Elisha R. Potter, Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, Wil- 
Blackledge, — Boyd, James Breckenridge, Robert | liam Reed, William Rodman, Richard Stanford, Philip 
12th Con. lst Sess.—37 
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Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Benjamin Tallmadge, La-| dates for military appointments.] The d 


ban Wheaton, and Leonard White. 


The question was then taken on all the resolu- 
tions, takef together, and agreed to—yeas 56, 
pays 34, as follows: 

Yras—Willis Alston, William Anderson, Steven- 
son Archer, Ezekiel Bacon, David Bard, Burwell Bas- 
sett, William W. Bibb, William Blackledge, William 
A. Burwell, William Butler, John C. Calhoun, Lang- 
don Cheves, Matthew Clay, Lewis Condict, William 
Crawford, Roger Davis, John Dawson, Joseph Desha, 
Elias Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, 
_ Thomas Gholson, I’eterson Goodwyn, Isaiah L. Green, 
Felix Grundy, Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, Aylett Hawes, 
John M. Hyneman, Richard M. Johnson, William R. 
King, Abner Lacock, Peter Little, William Lowndes, 
Aaron Lyle, ‘Thomas Moore, William McCoy, Samuel 
McKee, Alexander McKim, Jeremiah Morrow, Hugh 
Nelson, Thomas Newton, Stephen Ormsby, Israel 
Pickens, William Piper, James Pleasants, jun., Wil- 
liam M. Richards, John Rhea, John Roane, Jonathan 
Roberts, Ebenezer Sage, John Sevier; John Smilie, 
George Smith, John Taliaferro, and Charles Turner, jr. 

Nars—John Baker, Abijah Bigelow, James Breck- 
enridge, Elijah Brigham, Epaphroditus Champion, 
Martin Chittenden, James Cochran, John Davenport, 
jun., William Ely, James Emott, Asa Fitch, Charles 
Goldsborough, Richard Jackson, jun., Lyman Law, 
Joseph Lewis, jun., Nathaniel Macon, Archibald Mc- 
Bryde, Jonathan O. Moseley, Thomas Newbold, Jo- 
seph Pearson, Timothy Pitkin, jun., Elisha R. Potter, 
Josiah Quincy, John Randolph, Wm. Reed, William 
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Rodman, Thomas Sammons, Richard Stanford, Philip | 


Stuart, Lewis B. Sturges, Benjamin Tallmadge, Leon- 
ard White, Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 


The resolutions were then referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, with directions to 
report by bill. 


CONSTITUTION OF ORLEANS. 


The following Message was received from the 

PresipenT oF THE Unitep States: 
To the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States : 

At the request of the convention assembled in the 
Territory of Orleans on the 22d day of November last, 
I transmit to Congress the proceedings of that body in 
pursuance of the act, entitled “An act to enable the 
people of the Territory of Orleans to form a constitu- 
tion and State government, and for the admission of 
the said State into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States, and for other purposes.” 

JAMES MADISON. 

Mancn 3, 1812. 


The Message and accompanying documents 
having been read, a proposition was made to re- 
fer them to a select committee; but, before it 
was decided, the House adjourned. 





Tuvurspay, March 5. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill supplementary to the act for raising an addi- 
tional military force. [The object of the bill is, 
to place on the same footing, as to rank, all the 
officers of each grade of the Army who may be 
appointed at the present session, so as to allow 
more time for a proper selection of the candi- 
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etails 
of the bill having received some 2 yee 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
Mr. Moore remarked that, in the system of 
discipline for the Army transmitted to Congress 
during the present session, in pursuance of a call 
from the House, there was no system of discj- 
pline for the cavalry, the necessity for which was 
certainly as great as for the other branches of our 
Army. He, therefore, proposed the following 
resolution : 


“ Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid: before the House 
system of rules and regulations proper to be adopted 
for training and disciplining the cavalry of the Army 
and Militia of the United States.” 

Agreed to, and Mr. Moore and Mr. Harprg 
were appointed a committee to present the same 
to the President. 

A message from the Senate informed the House 
that the Senate have passed the bill “ to alter the 
time of holding the Circuit Courts of the United 
States at Knoxville, in the district of East Ten- 
nessee,” with amendments; and the bill “ making 
further appropriation for the defence of our mari- 
time frontier,” also with amendments; in which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. 


CONSTITUTION OF ORLEANS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion of Mr. Dawson, pending when the House 
yesterday adjourned, for reference of the consti. 
tution to a select committee. 

Mr. Potnpexrer stated that the fourth section 
of the act of the last session, under which the 
constitution had been framed, provided that a sep- 
arate instrument should be transmitted to Con- 
gress by the convention, recognising the Federal 
Constitution. It appeared that such an instru- 
ment had not been forwarded, although, the Fed- 
eral Constitution was recognised in the body of 
the instrument which was now before the House. 
He, therefore, moved an amendment going to in- 
struct the committee to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of repealing so much of the fourth section 
of the act of last session, as requires a separate 
instrument of recognition. 

Mr. Dawson accepted the proposed amend- 
ment as a part of his motion. 

The constitution was then committed, with 
this instruction, to a select committee, comprised 
of the following members, viz: Mr. Dawson, 
Mr. Macon, Mr. Trove, Mr. Joungon, Mr. 
Fr&p.ey, Mr. Bicetow, and Mr. Porter. 


GENERAL ST. CLAIR. 
On motion of Mr. Wricat the House resolved 


| itself into a Committee of the Whole on the bil! 


for the relief of Arthur St. Clair. The bill di- 
rects the allowance at the Treasury, to the Gen- 
eral, of “the sum of $1,800, advanced by him on 
‘the 26th of October, 1776, for the recruiting ser- 
* vice, with legal interest for the same from that 
‘ date. deducting from the amount $200 advanced 
‘to him on that account in May, 1810, aod that 
‘the balance be paid,” &c. 
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Much debate took place on this claim, which 
was opposed and supported with considerable zeal. 

The Committee rose, and reported the bill with- 
out material amendment. 

Oo motion of Mr. Auston, the bill was then 
so amended as to authorize the settlement of the 
claim at the Treasury, and the payment to Gen- 
eral St. Clair of such balance as may, on such 
settlement, appear to be due to him. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Ne.son to re- 
commit the bill, with a view to expunging the 
amendment just agreed to; because, Mr. N. said, 
General St. Clair’s accounts having been burnt 
in the War Office, it would be impossible that 
he could ever bring them to a settlement at the 
Treasury. 

The motion to recommit was agreed to, 51 to 
47, and the House again resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the bill. 

Mr. Neuson then moved to erase the amend- 
ment just adopted in the House; which motion, 
after debate, was agreed to; when the bill again 
came before the House, but before they decided 
on it, a motion was made to adjourn, and carried, 
47 to 44. 


' 


Frivay March 6, 
Mr. Lewis presented a memorial of John Ma- 
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Resolved, That Allan B. Magruder, and Eli- 
gius Fromentin, agents from the Territory of Or- 
leans, be admitted within the Hall of Representa- 
tives, anything in the rules and orders of the 
House to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The House resolved itself intoa Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill for the relief of Ninian 
Pinkney. [Mr. Pinkney is a Captain in the First 
Regiment of Infantry of the United States. His 
claim is for services rendered under an appoint- 
ment as Brigade Major of the Army of the Uni- 
ted States made by General Wilkinson, on 30th 
June 1800, and subsequently declared by the 
War Department to have been unauthorized. 
He prays that he may receive credit on the Ac- 
countant’s books for money drawn as compensa- 
tion for the services rendered whilst acting in 
that capacity, as his ordinary pay is now detained 
to that amount. The amount of the claim is 
somewhat upwards of $700.] After considerable 
conversation on the bill, the question in the House 
on its passage to a third reading was negatived, 
44 to 39, 

The bills for the relief of Thomas Wilson and 
the relief of Thomas Orr, passed through Com- 
mittees of the Whole, and were ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to 
the “bill to alter the time of holding the Circuit 


son, of the District of Columbia, stating the many | Courts of the United States at Knoxville, in the 
inconveniences which would result from the cut- | district of East Tennessee, in the State of Ten- 
ting of a canal around the western end of the cause- | hessee,” were read, and concurred in by the House. 


way leading from Mason’s Island to the Virginia 
shore of the Potomac river, and praying that, in| 
case a canal be cut around the said causeway, | 
the proprietors may be directed to conform to! 
certain stipulations mentioned in the memorial. 

Mr. Lewis also presented a petition of the Pre- 
sidentand Directors of the Georgetown and Al- 
exandria Turnpike Road Company, and a peti- 
tion of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and 
Common Council of Georgetown, to the same 
effect with the memorial of John Mason.—Re- 
ferred to the Committee for the District of Col- 
umbia. 

Mr. Jounson presented a resolution of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Kentucky, request- 
ing the Senators and Representatives from that 
State in Congress to use their best exertions to 
procure a road to be opened, at the public expense, 
from New Orleans to the State of Kentucky, over 
aroute designated in the said resolution.—Re- 
ferred to the Secretary of War. 

Mr. Jounson also presented sundry resolutions 
of the General Assembly of the State of Kentucky, 
upon the subject of the national militia; which 
were read, and ordered to fie on the table. 

Mr. Guo son, from the Committee of Claims, 
presented a bill for the relief of John N. Stout; 
which was read twice,and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

Mr. Guoxson, from the same committee, also 
presented a bill for the relief of John S. West; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Poinpexter, 


The House took up the order of the day being 
the bill for the relief of General St. Clair. 

The question pending when the House yester- 
day adjourned, was negatived, 50 to 44. 

The bill having been further amended, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Roperts, by adding, “ if the said sum 
shall be found due to him on a finai settlement 
of his accounts with the United States”’—was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill supplementary to the act for raising 
an additional military force, was read a third time 
and passed. 

The House resolved itself intoa Committee of 
the Whole on the bill from the Senate “ respect- 
ing the enrolling anu licensing of steamboats ;” 
and, after some time spent therein, the bill was 
reported without amendment, and ordered to be 
read the third time to-day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, on the bill providing for the removal 
of the causes depending in the respective District 
Courts of the United States in case of the disabil- 
ity of the judges thereof. 

The bill provides “ that so much of the act fur- 
ther to amend the judicial system of the United 
States passed the 28th of March, 1809, as requires 
the application of the district attorney, or mar- 
shal of the district, in writing, to authorize the 
exercise of the power therein given to a justice 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, shall 
be and hereby is repealed.” 

It appeared, from the conversation which took 
place on this bill, that the District Attorney and 
Marshal of the State of New York. had withheld 
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the written application required by law in an ex- 
isting case of the absence of the judge of that 
district from the State. The object of the bill 
was stated to be, to make it the duty of the judge 
of the Supreme Court to exercise the powers in 
such case given by law, on satisfactory evidence 
of the absence or inability of the district judge. 

The bill was reported to the House and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


WEST FLORIDA. 


Mr. Jounson submitted the following resolu- 
tion : 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the situation of that part of West Florida 
west of the Perdido river, the possession of which was 
taken under the proclamation of the President of the 
United States on the 27th of October, 1810, and that 
the committee have leave to report by bill or otherwise.” 

Mr. Pirxin inquiring the particular object of 
this motion— 

Mr. Jounson replied that, by the proclamation 
of the President of the United States, the terri- 
tory embraced by the resolution was attached to 
the Orleans Territory. It is well known that the 
constitution of that Territory, in conformity to 
the law of Congress, had arrived, and was now be- 
fore the House. The Territory in question, not 
being included within the limits preseribed for 
the new State, must either be attached to some 
other government or included in a separate ad- 
ministration. In addition to this circumstance, 
there were many grievances of which the people 
of that Territory complained, which required in- 
vestigation. He had a number of memorials in 
his possession, the reference of which, at a proper 
time, he would move to that committee. 

The resolution was adopted, and Mr. Jounson, 
Mr. Pieasants, Mr. Frankuin, Mr. Sevier, and 
Mr. CuitTenbDeN, were appointed the committee. 


TENNESSEE LANDS. 


Mr. Grounpy observed, that the great pressure 
of business of a general nature had heretofore 

evented him from calling the attention of the 

ouse ‘to a subject in which a large number of 
his constituents, as well as.a portion of the citi- 
zens of North Carolina, felt a deep interest; that 
in the act (commonly called the cession act,) 
passed by North Carolina, by which that State 
vested in the United States the western part of 
that State. which now forms the State of Ten- 
nessee—there was a provision, that all the land 
claims then existing against North Carolinashould 
be satisfied by the General Government. Con- 
gress, by accepting the cession, had bound the 
United States to comply with the condition upon 
which the cession was made. Although the Gen- 
eral Government have already done much to- 
wards satisfying those claims, still much remains 
to be done; and the inquiry I propose to institute 
(said Mr. G.) is for the purpose of showing the 
propriety of taking such stepsas will procure im- 
mediate satisfaction for claims which havealready 
remained too long unsatisfied. It will be proper 
to observe, that the United States at this time 
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hold a tract of country in West Tennessee, to 
which the Indian title has been extinguished, 
So far as relates to it, there can be no doubt, but 
Congress ought to act; and as this will produce 
an investigation into the amount of unsatisfied 
claims, when the committee report on this sub- 
ject, the necessity of extinguishing the Indian 
title for the purpose of satisfying these claims 
will be apparent to that department of the Goy- 
ernment, within whose province it is to make 
treaties with the Indian tribes. Mr. G. observed. 
that the second provision of his resolution would 
be rendered more material, in case the Indian tiile 
to lands in West Teunessee should not be speed- 
ily extinguished ; and all who had any knowledge 
of the origin of claims in that part of the country 
of which he was speaking, would readily admi: 
it. The State of North Carolina, at an early 
period, authorized her citizens who had held claims 
of a particular description against that State, to 
locate lands in that part of the country in satis- 
faction of those claims. Many entries were made; 
the witnesses by whom the objects called for in 
those claims can be proved are but few, and the 
number rapidly diminishing; besides, even the 
objects themselves, on which the validity of many 
titles may depend, may so change in along course 
of years, that the witnesses, if alive, may not be 
able to recognise them. I wish Congress to see 
plainly the true situation in which those claimants 
are placed, and no doubt can be entertained but 
that a suitable provision will be made. At pres- 
sent the laws of Congress prohibit any citizen 
from going into that part of the country, or doing 
any act whatever by which the evidence of his 
claim can be preserved. These men are, then, 
placed in this condition: they have paid North 
Carolina for the lands—the United States have 
pledged themselves that they shall be satisfied, 
and Congress by law have prohibited the claim- 
ants from securing those claims. This is certainly 
doing such injustice to fair purchasers, that I am 

ersuaded this resolution will not only be adopted, 
but that the objects I have in view will be attained 
as speedily as the existing circumstances of the 
country will admit. 

The following is the resolution offered by Mr. 
Grenpy, which was agreed to: 

* Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be directed to inquire, what further provigions are ne- 
cessary to be made for satisfying such claims to lands, 
within the State of Tennessee, as are recognised by 
the act of cession from the State of North Carolina 
to the United States, and are not at this time located, 
and that they also inquire into the proper steps to be 
taken for perpetuating the testimony and establishing 
the claims to lands heretofore located (agreeably to the 
laws of North Carolina) in that part of the State of 
Tennessee to which the Indian title is not extinguished, 
and that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise.” 


FORTIFICATIONS. 

The House took up the Senate’s amendment 
to the bill for the defence of our maritime fron- 
tier. [The amendment reduces the appropriation 
from one million to half a million of dollars.] 

Messrs. BLacktepee and Porrer opposed tle 
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amendment on the ground of the inexpediency of 
weakening the defence of our ports. ‘ 

The question on concurrence was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 60, nays 50, as follows: 

Yeas—Willis Alston, jr., Ezekiel Bacon, David 
Bard, William W. Bibb, Adam Boyd, Robert Brown, 
William A. Burwell, Willianr Butler, John C. Cal- 
houn, Matthew Clay, James Cochran, William Craw- 
ford, Roger Davis, Joseph Desha, Samuel Dinsmoor, 
Elias Earle, William Findley, Meshack Franklin, 
Thomas Gholson, Peterson Goodwyn, Felix Grundy, 
Bolling Hall, Obed Hall, John A. Harper, Aylett 
Hawes, Jacob Hufty, John M. Hyneman, Joseph Kent, 
Abner Lacock, Joseph Lefever, Aaron Lyle, Nathan- 
iel Macon, George C. Maxwell, Thomas Moore, Wil- 
liam McCoy, Samuel McKee, Alexander McKim, Aru- 
nah Metcalf, James Morgan, Jeremiah Morrow, Thos. 
Newbold, Israel Pickens, James Pleasants, jr., Benja- 
min Pond, Peter B. Porter, John Rhea, John Roane, 
William Rodman, Ebenezer Sage, Ebenezer Seaver, 
Samuel Shaw, John Smilie, George Smith, John Smith 
William Strong, John Taliaferro, George M. Troup, 
Robert Whitehill, William Widgery, and Richard 
Winn. 

Naxs—Stevenson Archer, John Baker, Burwell 
Bassett, Abijah Bigelow, William Blackledge, Har- 
manus Bleecker, James Breckenridge, Elijah Brigham, 
Epaphroditus Champion, Martin Chittenden, Lewis 
Condict, John Davenport, jr.. Wm. Ely, James Emott, 
James Fisk, Asa Fitch, Thomas R. Gold, Charles 
Goldsborough, Edwin Gray, Isaiah L. Green, Richard 
Jackson, jr., William R. King, Lyman Law, Joseph 
Lewis, jr., Peter Little, James Milnor, Jonathan O. 
Moseley, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Newton, Timothy 
Pitkin, jr., Elisha R. Potter, William Reed, William 
M. Richardson, Henry M. Ridgely, Jonathan Roberts, 
Thomas Sammons, John Sevier, Daniel Sheffey, Rich- 


_ ard Stanford, Philip Stuart, Silas Stow, Lewis B. Stur- 
' ges, Samuel Taggart, Benjamin Tallmadge, Uri Tracy, 


Charles Turner, jr., Lagan Wheaton, Leonard White, 
Thomas Wilson, and Robert Wright. 


So the appropriation now stands at $500,000. 





Monpay, March 9. 


Mr. Newton, from the committee to whom 
was referred the bill from the Senate “ to promote 
the progress of science and useful arts, by secur- 
ing, for a limited time, to the inventors, the 
exclusive right to their respective discoveries,” 
reported several amendments thereto; which 
were read, and, together with the bill, committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on Wednesday 
next, 

Mr. Mircaicu presented the petition of George 
Blagden and others, stating that they have claims 
against the United States to a considerable 
amount for work done on both wings of the Cap- 
itol, undercontracts made with the Superintendent 
of Public Buildings; praying that some provision 
may be made for the payment of the same.—Re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 


UNCHARTERED BANKS. 


Mr. Guotson said, he had been informed, 
through the newspapers and other channels en- 


titled to his confidence, that an association was 


forming in the town of Alexandria to establish 


——_—_—<—$_—$—$—$> 


re 
cn 





an additional bank in that place without a charter 
of incorporation, provided the petition which had 
been presented to the other branch of the Legis- 
lature for one should fail. He said that no mem- 
ber would more cheerfully than himself grant to 
that association a bank charter, if the propriety 
or utility of such a measure could be shown. He, 
however, had always been decidedly opposed to 
the establishment of banks without legal author- 
ity. Many parts of the Union had, he believed, 
suffered from the inundation of paper emitted by 
unauthorized institutions of this sort. He was 
unwilling that this District should participate of 
such an evil. He would therefore submit to the 
House the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of prohibiting within said District the circulation of the 
notes of any bank not established by law, and that they 
have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. Litre moved that the resolution lie on 
the table ; as he was informed that the associa- 
tion to which the gentleman had alluded, was 
about applying for a charter. 

The motion of Mr. GuoLson was opposed by 
Mr. AusTon on the ground of the impropriety of 
Congress legislating on this subject, unless, in- 
deed, it were to make every individual responsi- 
ble for the notes of the bank, &c. It was support- 
ed by Mr. Bassserr, who deprecated the over- 
whelming torrent of bank paper, which flooded 
the country, which’might eventually much injure 
those plantersof Virginia or Maryland who should 
place confidence in the paper of unciartered banks, 
and by the insolvency of such institutions be left 
without redress. 

The resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 


BRITISH INTRIGUES. 


The following Message was received from the 
Presipent oF THE Unirep Srates: 


To the Senate and House o 
Representatives of the United States : 


I lay before Congress copies of certain documents 
which remain in the Department of State. They 
prove that at a recent period, whilst the United States, 
notwithstanding the wrongs sustained by them, ceased 
not to observe the laws of peace and neutrality towards 
Great Britain, and in the midst of amicable professions 
and negotiations on the part of the British Government, 
through its public Ministers here, a secret agent of that 
Government was employed in certain States, more es- 
pecially at the seat of Government in Massachusetts, 
in fomenting disaffection to the constituted authorities 
of the nation; and in intrigues with the disaffected for 
the purpose of bringing about resistance to the laws; 
and eventually, in concert with a British force, of de- 
stroying the Union and forming the Eastern part there- 
of into a political connexion with Great Britain. 

In addition to the effect which the discovery of such 
a procedure ought to have on the Public Councils, it 


| will not fail to render more dear to the hearts of all good 


citizens that happy Union of these States, which, under 

Divine Providence, is the guarantee of their liberties, 

their safety, their tranquillity, and their prosperity. 
JAMES MADISON. 


Manca 9, 1812, 
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No. 1. 


Mr. Ryland, Secretary to Sir James Craig, late Gov. 
ernor General of the British Provinces in North 


Mr. Henry to Mr, Monree. | 
Parrapeteata, February 20, 1812. 


Sia: Much observation and experience have con- aoe Mr. H 
vinced me, that the injuries and insults with which the | Sy Se Sen arnee ce 
United States have been so long and so frequently | Application to undertake the Mission to the United 
visited, and which cause their present emburrassment, | States. 
have been owing to an opinion entertained by foreign | [Most secref and confidential.] 
States, “that in any measure tending to wound their | Quenec, January 26, 1809, 


pride, or provoke their hostility, the Government a | Mx Dean Sir: The extraordinary state of things at 
this country could never induce a ng rd of its | this time in the neighboring States has suggested to 
citizens to concur.”—And as many of the evils which | 4). Governor-in-Chief the idea of employing you on a 


~~ from the ee of this ~ pres on the oe of | secret and confidential mission to Boston, provided an 
alan nations, may be adie "y oe act ¢ « a | arrangement can be made to meet the important end 
produce unanimity among all parties in America, I vol- | i, yiew, without throwing an absolute obstacle in the 


untarily tender to you, sir, such means, as I possess, | way of your professional pursuits. The information 


towards promoting so desirable and important an ob- | ay political observations heretofore received from you 
ject; which, if accomplished, cannot fail to extinguish, | were transmitted by his Excellency to the Secretary 
perhaps forever, those expectations abroad, which may | o¢ State, who has expressed his particular approbation 
protract indefinitely an accommodation of existing dif- | o¢ them ; and there is no doubt that your able execu- 
ferences, and check the progress of industry and pros- | tion of such a mission as I have suggested, would give 
perity in this rising Empire. . | you a claim, not only on the Governor General, but 
I have the honor totransmit herewith the documents | o0n His Majesty’s Ministers, which might eventually 
and correspondence relating to an important mission | contribute to your advantage. You will have the good- 
in which I was employed by Sit James Craig, the late ness, therefore, to acquaint me, for his Excellency’s 
Governor General of the British Provinces in North | information, whether you could make it convenient to 
America, in the Winter of the year 1809. engage in a mission of this nature, and what pecuni- 
The publication of these papers will demonstrate a | ary assistance would be requisite to enable you to 
fact not less valuable than the good already proposed ; it | undertake it, without injury to yourself. 
will prove that no reliance ought to be placed on the At present, it is only necessary for me to add, that 
professions of good faith of an Administration, which, | the Governor would furnish you with a cipher for car- 
by a series of disastrous events, has fallen into such | rying on your correspondence ; and that, in case the 


hands as a Castlereagh, a Wellesley, or a Liverpool— 
I should rather say into the hands of the stupid subal- 
terns, to whom the pleasures and the indolence of those 
Ministers have consigned it. 

In contributing to the good of the United States by 
an exposition which cannot (I think) fail to solve and 
melt, all division and disunion among its citizens, I 


leading party in any of the States wished to open a 
communication with this Government, their views might 
be communicated through you. 
I am, with great truth and regard, my dear sir, your 
most faithful, humble servant, 
HERMAN W. RYLAND. 
Jounx Henry, Esq. 








flatter myself with the fond expectation that when it is ; 
made public in England it will add one great motive to | No. 2. 
the many that already exist, to induce that nation to | 
withdraw its confidence from men whose political | 
career is a fruitful source of injury and embarrassment | , : 
in America ; of injustice and misery in Ireland ; of | His Excellency the Governor-in- Chief's Instructions 
distress and apprehension in England; and con- | to Mr. Henry, of February, 1809. 
tempt everywhere. In making this communication | [Most secret and confidential.] 
to you, sir, I deem it incumbent on me distinctly and | Quesxc, February 6, 1809. 
unequivocally to state that I adopt no party views; Srp: As you have so readily undertaken the service 
that I have not changed any of my political opinions; | which I have suggested to you, as being likely to be 
that I neither seek nor desire the patronage nor coun- | attended with much benefit to the public interests, | 
tenance of any Government nor of any party ; and that, | am to request, that, with your earliest convenience, you 
in addition to the motives already expressed, I am influ- | will proceed to Boston. ' 
enced by a just resentment of the perfidy and dishonor —_—'The principal object that I recommend to your atten: 
of those who first violated the conditions upon which I | tion, is, the endeavor to obtain the most accurate infor- 
received their confidence ; who have injured me and | mation of the true state of affairs in that part of the 
disappointed the expectations of my friends, and left me | Union, which, from its wealth, the number of its inhab- 
no choice but between a degrading acquiescence in In- | jtants, and the known intelligence and ability of several 
justice, and a retaliation which is necessary to secure | of its leading men, must naturally possess a very con- 
to me my own respect. | siderable influence over, and will indeed probably lead 
This wound will be felt where it is merited ; and if! the other Eastern States of America in the part that 
Sir James Craig still live, his share of the pain will ex- | they may take at this important crisis. 
cite no sympathy among those who are at all in the} I shall not pretend to point out to you the mode by 
secret of our connexion. | whica you will be most likely to obtain this important 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient ser- | information ; your own judgment, and the connexions 
vant, &c. which you may have in the town, must be your guide. 
I think it, however, necessary to put you on your guard 
against the sanguineness of an aspiring party. The 
Federalists, as I understand, have at all times discov- 





General Instructions from Sir J. H. Craig to Mr. Henry, 
respecting his Secret Mission. 


J. HENRY. 
To Hon. James Monnor, 
Secretary of State, &e. 
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ered a leaning to this disposition ; and their being under | [Copies of the letters from Mr. Henry to Sir James 
its particular influence, at this moment, is the more to | Craig, relative to his mission to the United States, in 
be expected, from their having no ill-founded ground | the year 1809.] 

for their hopes of being nearer the attainment of their | No. 1 
object than they have been for some years past. ey, 

In the general terms which I have made use of in 
describing the object which I recommend to your atten- 
tion, it is caamaety necessary that I yp ss I) Montreat, Jan. 31, 1809. 
include the state of the public opinion, both with regard | Sir it have to acknowledge the favor of your letter 
to their internal politics, and to the probability of a war | of the 26th instant, written by the desire of his Excel- 
with England; the comparative strength of the two | lency, the Governor-in-Chief, and hasten to express, 
great parties into which the country is divided, and the | ore ee - his Excellency, my readiness to com- 
views and designs of that which may ultimately prevail. | ply with his wishes. pe brat ‘ 

It has been supposed, that, if the Federalists of the | I need ~ add how very flattering it is to en 
Eastern States should be successful in obtaining that from His Excellency the ere of the approbation 
decided influence, which may enable them to direct the | °! His Majesty's Secretary of State, for the very hum- 
public opinion, it is not improbable, that, rather than | ble services that nt have rendered. I 
submit to a continuance of the difficulties and distress | If the nature of the oS YS aint which I am to be en- 
to which they are now subject, they will exert that | gaged will TT no other disbursements than for my 
influence to bring about a separation from the general | individual expenses, I do a apprehend that these can 
Union. The earliest information on this subject may | exceed my sg i aa te a : 
be of great consequence to our Government, as it may I shall be ready to take my departure before my in- 
also be, that it should be informed how far, in such an | structions can be made og , 
event, they would look up to England for assistance, | I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
or be disposed to enter into a connexion with us.  HOW.R a , J. H. 

Although it would be highly inexpedient that you | - W. Rrrayp, Esq., Secretary, fe. 
should in any manner appear as an avowed agent, yet, | No. 2. 


if you could contrive to obtain an intimacy, with any | To His Excellency the Governor General, &c., in an- 
of the leading party, it may not be improper that you swer to his letter of instructions, &c. 


should insinuate, (though with great caution,) that, if : 
they should wish to enter into any communication with Monrtreat, Feb. 10, 1809. 
our Government, through me, you are authorized to Sin: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
receive any such, and will safely transmit it to me. | Your Excellency’s letter of instructions, the letter of 
And as it may not be impossible that they should require | credence, and the eipher for carrying on my corre- 
some document, by which they may be assured that spondence. I have bestowed much pains upon the 
you are really in the situation in which you represent | cipher, and am, notwithstanding this, deficient in some 
yourself, [ enclose a credential to be produced in that | points which might enable me to understand it clearly. 
view. But, I most particularly enjoin and direct that | I have compared the example with my own exemplifi- 
you do not make any use of this paper, unless a desire | cation of the cipher, and find a difference in the re- 
to that purpose should be expressed, and unless you | sults ; and as the present moment seems favorable to 
see good ground for expecting that the doing so may | the interference of His Majesty’s Government in the 
lead to a more confidential communication than you | Measures pursued by the Federal party in the North- 
can otherwise look for. | ern States, and more especially as the Assembly of Mas- 
In passing through the State of Vermont, you will | sachusetts is now in session, I think it better to set 
of course exert your endeavors to procure all the infor- | forward immediately, than wait for any further expla- 
mation that the short stay you will probably make | 2@tion of the means of carrying on a secret correspond- 
there will admit of. You will use your own discretion | ©®°°, which the frequency of safe private conveyances 
as to delaying your journey with this view, more or | t® Canada will render almost wholly unnecessary. 
less, in proportion to your prospects of obtaining any | Should it, however, be necessary at any time, I take 
information of consequence. _ leave to suggest that the index alone furnishes a very 
I request to hear from you as frequently as possible, | safe and simple mode. In it there is a number for 


| Answer to the letter of Mr. Secretary Ryland, propos- 
ing the mission, &c. 


and as letters directed to me might excite suspicion, it | ¢veTy letter in the alphabet, and particular numbers’ 


may be as well that you put them under cover to Mr. | for particular phrases ; so that when I do not find in the 
, and as even the addressing letters always to the index the particular word I want, I can spell it with 
same person might attract notice, 1 recommend your | the figures which stand opposite to the letters. For 
sometimes addressing your packet to the Chief Justice | example, if I want to say that ‘troops are at Albany,” 
here, or occasionally, though seldom, to Mr. Ryland, | I find under the letter T, that No. 16 stands for “troops,” 
but never with the addition of his official description. and number 125 for “Albany ; the intervening words 
I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, “are at’’ I supply by figures corresponding with the 
Joun Henrr, Esq. J. H. CRAIG letters in these words. 
It will be necessary to provide against accident by 
aie < _ | addressing the letters to Mr. , of Montreal, with a 
Copy of the “ credential” given by Sir James Craig | small mark on the corner of the envelope, which he 
to Mr. Henry. ' will understand. When he receives it he will then 
The bearer, Mr, John Henry, is employed by me, | address the enclosure to your Excellency, and send it 
and full confidence may be placed in him for any com- | from Montreal by mail. I will be careful not to address 
munication which any person may wish to make to me | your Excellency in the body of the letter, nor sign my 
in the business committed to him. In faith of which | name to any of them. They will be merely designated 
I have given him this under my hand and seal at Que- | by the initials A. B. 
bec, the 6th day of February, 1809. If this mode should, in any respect, appear excep- 
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tionable, your Excellency will have the goodness to | to confirm the fears of the common people, as to the 
order a more particular explanation of the card. It | concurrence of the Southern Democrats. in the pro- 
would reach me in safety enclosed to » Boston. _| jects of France; and everything tends to encourage 

I have the honor to be, with profound respect, your | the belief, that the dissolution of the Confederacy wil 











ExceHency’s most obedient servant, &c. J.H. | be accelerated by the spirit which now actuates both 
No. 3 | political parties. I am, &c. A. B, 
Buruineton, (Vt.,) Feb. 14, 1809. No. 4. 


Sin: I have remained here two days in order fully ; 
to ascertain the progress of the arrangements hereto- Winneor, (Vt) Feb. 19, 1809. 
fore made for organizing an efficient opposition to the| Sir: My last (No. 3) was written at Burlington, 
General Government, as well as to become acquainted | the principal town in the northern part of the State of 
with the opinions of the leading people relative to the | Vermont. I am now at the principal town in the 
measures of that party which has the ascendant in the | eastern section. 

National Councils. The fallacy of men’s opinions, when they act under 

On the subject of the embargo laws there seems to the influence of sensibility, and are strongly excited by 
be but one opinion : namely, that they are unnecessary, | those hopes which always animate a rising party, led 
oppressive, and unconstitutional. It must also be ob-| me to doubt the correctness of the opinions which | 
served, that the execution of them is so invidious as to | received in the northern section of this State; which 
attract toward the officers of Government thé enmity | from its contiguity to Canada and necessary inter. 
of the people, which is of course transferable to the | course with Montreal, has a stronger interest in pro- 
Government itself; so that, in case the State of Massa- | moting a good understanding with His Majesty’s Gov. 
chusetts should take any bold step toward resisting the | ernment. Therefore, since my departure from Bur- 
execution of these laws, it is highly probable that it | lington, I have sought every favorable occasion of con- 
may calculate upon the hearty co-operation of the peo- | versing with the Democrats on the probable result of 
ple of Vermont. the policy adopted by the General Government. The 

I learn that the Governor of this State is now visit- | difference of opinion is thus expressed. The Federal 
ing the towns in the northern section of it, and makes | party declare that, in the event of a war, the State of 
no secret of his determination, as Commander-in-Chief | Vermont will treat separately for itself with Great Brit- 
of the militia, to refuse obedience to any command | ain; and support to the utmost the stipulations into 
from the General Government which can tend to inter- | which it may enter, without any regard to the policy 
rupt the good understanding that prevails between the | of the General Government. The Democrats, on the 
citizens of Vermont and His Majesty’s subjects in Can- | other hand, assert, that in such a case as that contem- 
ada. It is further intimated that, in case of a war, he | plated, the people would be nearly divided into equal 
will use his influence to preserve this State neutral, and | numbers; one of which would support the Govern- 
resist, with all the force he can command, any attempt | ment, if it could be done without involving the people 
to make ita party. I need not add that, if these reso- | in a civil war, but, at all events, would risk everything 
lutions are carried into effect, the State of Vermont | in preference to a coalition with Great Britain. ‘This 
may be considered as an ally of Great Britain, difference of opinion is not to be wholly ascribed to the 

To what extent the sentiments which prevail in this | prejudices of party. The people in the eastern section 
quarter exist in the neighboring States, or even in the | of Vermont are not operated upon by the same hopes 
eastern section of this State, I am not able to conjec- | and fears as those on the borders of the British colony. 
ture. I only say with certainty, that the leading men | They are not dependent on Montreal for the sale oi 
of the Federal party act in concert ; and therefore in-| their produce nor the supply of foreign commodities. 
fer that a common sentiment pervades the whole body | They are not apprehensive of any serious dangers or 
throughout New England. inconvenience from a state of war; and although they 

I have seen a letter from .a gentleman now in Wash- | admit that the Governor, Council, and three-fourths of 
ington to his correspondent in this place; and, as its | the representation in Congress are of the Federal party, 
contents may serve to throw some light on passing | yet they do not believe that the State would stand alone 
events there, I shall send either the original, ora copy, | and resist the National Government. They do not, 
with this despatch. The writer of the letter is a man | however, deny that, should the State of Vermont con- 
of character and veracity ; and, whether competent or | tinue to be represented as it is at present, it would in 
not to form correct opinions himself, is probably within | all probability unite with the neighboring States in any 
the reach of all the knowledge that can be obtained by | serious plan of resistance to a war which it might seem 
the party to which he belongs. expedient to adopt. This, I think, is the safer opinion 

It appears by his statement that there is a very form- | for you to rely on; if, indeed, reliance ought to be 
idable majority in Congress on the side of the Admin- | placed on any measure depending upon the will of the 
istration ; notwithstanding which, there is every rea- | rabble, which is ever changing, and must ever be 
son to hope, that the Northern States, in their distinct | marked with ignorance, caprice, and inconsistency. 
capacity, will unite, and resist, by force, a war with | As the crisis approaches, the difficulty of deciding upon 
Great Britain. In what mode this resistance will first | a hazardous alternative will increase ; and, unfortu- 
show itself is probably not yet determined upon ; and | nately, there is not in Vermont any man of command- 
may, in some measure, depend upon the reliance that | ing talents capable of attracting general confidence, of 
the leading men may place upon assurances of support | infusing into the people his own spirit; and, amidst 
from His Majesty’s representative in Canada; and as | the confusion of conflicting opinions, dangers, and com- 
I shall be on the spot to tender this whenever the mo- | motion, competent to lead in the path of duty or safe- 
ment arrives that it can be done with effect, there is no | ty. The Governor is an industrious, prudent man, and 
doubt that all their measures may be made subordinate | has more personal influence than any other; but his 
to the intentions of His Majesty’s Government. Great | abilities are not suited to the situation in which a civil 
pains are taken by the men of talents and intelligence | war would place him. I am, &c. A. B. 
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No. 5. 
Amuenst, (N. H.,) Feb. 23, 1809. 

Sir: A gentleman going direct to Canada affords a 
safe and favorable opportunity of giving you some fur- 
ther account of my progress. 

I will not make use of the pest offices when I can 
avoid it, because private occasions supersede the ne- 
cessity of writing in cipher; and the contempt of de- 
cency and principles, which forms part of the morals 
of the subaltern officers of a democracy, would incline 
them to break a seal with the same indifference that 


they break their words, when either curiosity or inter- | 


est is to be indulged. 

1 have not had sufficient time-nor evidence to enable 
me to form any opinion for myself, of the lengths to 
which the Federal party will carry their opposition to 
the National Government in the event of a war; much 
may be inferred from the result of the election of Gov- 
ernors which, within two months; will be made in the 


States of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode | 


Island. From all I know, and all J can learn of the 
General Government, I am not apprehensive of an im- 
mediate war. The embargo is the favorite measure ; 
and it is probable that other means will be employed to 
excite England to commit some act of hostility, for the 


sole purpose of placing the responsibility of war on | 
that country. This I most particularly recommend to | 


the consideration of Ministers. The dread of opposi- 


tion, and of the loss of popularity, will certainly keep | 


the ruling party at Washington inactive. They will 


risk anything but the loss of power ; and they are well | 


aware, that their power would pass away with the first 
calamity which their measures might bring upon the 
common people, from whom that power emanates, un- 
less, indeed, they could find a sufficient excuse in the 
conduct of Great Britain. This impression cannot be 
too deeply felt by His Majesty’s Ministers; nor too 
widely spread throughout the British nation. It will 
furnish a sure guide in every policy that may be adopt- 
ed toward the United States. 
I have the honor to be, &c. As 


No. 6. 


Boston, March 5, 1809. 
Six: I am favored with another opportunity of writ- 


ing to you by a private conveyance ; and think it prob- | 


able, at this season, that the frequency of these will 
render it unnecessary to write to you in cipher. 

It does not yet appear necessary that I should dis- 
cover to any person the purpose of my visit to Boston; 
nor is it probable that I shall be compelled, for the sake 
of gaining more knowledge of the arrangements of the 
Federal party in these States, to avow myself asa reg- 
ular authorized agent of the British Government, even 


to those individuals who would feel equally bound with | 


myself to preserve, with the utmost inscrutability, so 
important a secret from the public eye. I have suffi- 
cient means of information to enable me to judge of 
the proper period for offering the co-operation of Great 
Britain, and opening a correspondence between the 
Governor General of British America, and those indi- 
viduals who, from the part they take in the opposition 
to the National Government, or the influence they may 
possess in any new order of things that may grow out 
of the present differences, should be qualified to act on 
behalf of the Northern States. An apprehension of 
any such state of things as is pre-supposed by these 
remarks, begins to subside, since it has appeared, by the 
conduct of the General Government, that it is seriously 
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alarmed at the menacing attitude of the Northern 
States. But, although it is believed that there is no 
probability of an immediate war, yet no doubts are en- 
tertained that Mr. Madison will fall upon some new 
expedients to bring about hostilities. What thesemay 
be, can only be deduced from what appears to be prac- 
ticable. A non-intercourse with England and France 
will probably supersede the embargo; which, by open- 
ing with the rest of Europe a partial, legitimate com- 
merce, and offering strong temptations to that which 
is illegal, will expose the yessels to capture, detention, 
and embarrassment; will justify the present policy, 
and produce such a degree of irritation and resentment 
as will enable the Government of this country to throw 
the whole blame and responsibility of war from its own 
shoulders upon those of the British Ministry. If, in 
this, the party attached to France should calculate with 
| correctness, and the commerce of New England should 
greatly suffer, the merchants, being injured and dis- 
couraged, would not only acquiesce in the restrictive 
| system, but even submit to war. On the other hand, 
| should the small traffic, permitted by a non-intercourse 
| law, be lucrative and uninterrupted, the people would 
| be clamorous for more, and soon compel the Govern- 
ment to restore the friendly relations between the two 
countries. 
While I offer my opinion upon this subject, I cannot 
| but express a strong hope that, if any terms should be 
proposed by either Government, to which the other 
might think proper to accede, that a principal motive 
to the adjustment of differences should be understood 





| to arise from the amicable disposition of the Eastern 
| States, particularly of the State of Massachusetts. This, 
| as it would increase the popularity of the friends of 
| Great Britain, could not fail to promote her interests. 
If it could not be done formally and officially, nor in a 
| correspondence between Ministers, still, perhaps, the 
| administration in the Parliament of Great Britain might 
| take that ground, and the suggestion would find its 
way into the papers both in England and America. 
| It cannot be too frequently repeated, that this coun. 
| try can only be governed and directed by the influence 
| of opinion, as there is nothing permanent in its politi- 
cal institutions; nor are the populace, under any cir- 
cumstances, to be relied on, when measures become 
| inconvenient and burdensome. I will soon write again, 
| and am yours, &c. A. B. 


(In cipher.) No. 7. 


Boston, March 7, 1809. 

Sir: [ have now ascertained, with as much accu- 
racy as possible, the course intended to be pursued by 
the party in Massachusetts that is opposed to the meas- 
ures and politics of the Administration of the General 
| Government. 
I have already given a decided opinion that a declar- 
| ation of war is not to be expected ; but, contrary to all 
reasonable calculation, should the Congress possess 
spirit and independence enough to place their popu- 
larity in jeopardy by so streng a measure, the Legisla- 
ture of Massachusetts will give the tone to the neigh- 
| boring States, will declare itself permanent until a new 
| election of members, invite a Congress, to be composed 
| of delegates from the Federal States, and erect a sepa- 
| rate Government for their common defence and com- 
| mon interest. This Congress would probably begin by 
| abrogating the offensive laws, and adopting a plan for 
| the maintenance of the power and authority thus as- 
sumed. ‘They would, by such an act, be in a condi- 
tion to make or receive proposals from Great Britain ; 
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and I should seize the first moment to open a corre- | lawful voyage, the British cruisers should treat tho 
spondence with your Excellency. Scarcely any other | American ships in this manner, their owners would, in 
aid would be necessary, and perhaps none required, | the present state of the European markets, think them. 
than a few vessels of war from the Halifax station, to | selves very fortuuate, as it would save them the troy. 
protect the maritime towns from the little Navy which | ble and expense of landing them ina neutral port, and 
is at the disposal of the National Government. What | from thence reshipping them to England, now the best 
permanent connexion between Great Britain and this | market in Europe for the produce of this country. 
section of the Republic would grow out of a civil com- | The Government of the United States would probaby 
motion, such as might be expected, no person is pre-| complain, and Bonaparte become peremptory; but 
pared to describe; but it seems that a strict alliance | even that would only tend to render the opposition in 
must result of necessity. At present the opposition | the Northern States more resolute, and accelerate the 
party confine their calculations merely to resistance ; | dissolution of the confederacy. ‘The generosity and 
and I can assure you that, at this moment, they do not | justice of Great Britain would be extolled; and the 
freely entertain the project of withdrawing the Eastern | commercial States exult in the success of individuals 
States from the Union, finding it a very unpopular | over a Government inimical to commerce, and to whose 
topic; although a course of events, such as I have al- | measures they can no longer submit with patient ac- 
ready mentioned, would inevitably produce an incura-} quiescence. ‘The elections are begun; and I presume 
ble alienation of the New England from the Southern | no vigilance or industry will be remitted to insure the 
States. success of the Federal party. I am, &c. 

The truth is, the common people have so long re- 
garded the Constitution of the United States with com- 
placency, that they are now only disposed in this quar- 
ter to treat it like a truant mistress, whom they would, 
for a time, put away on a separate maintenance, but, 
without further and greater provocation, would not ab- 
solutely repudiate. 

It will soon be known in what situation public affairs : : air 
are to remain until the meeting of the New Congress | '°@ch you in the public papers, both from Washington 
in May, at which time, also, this Legislature will again and Massachusetts, that the Federalists of the North- 
assemble. The two months that intervene will be a pe- | °™ States have succeeded in making the Congress be- 
riod of much anxiety. lieve that, with such an opposition as they would make 

In all I have written I have been careful not to make | ‘© the General Government, a war must be confined to 
any impression analogous to the enthusiastic confidence | theit own territory, and might be even too much for 
entertained by the opposition, nor to the hopes and ex- that Government to sustain. The consequence is, that, 
pectations that animate the friends of an alliance be- after all the parade and menaces with which the ses- 
tween the Northern States and Great Britain. sion commented, it has been suffered to end without 

I have abstracted myself from all the sympathies | C@"tYing into effect any of the plans of the Adminis- 
these are calculated to inspire ; because, notwithstand- | ‘ton, except the interdiction of commercial inter- 
ing that I feel the utmost confidence in the integrity | C°UT® with England and France, an event that was 
of intention of the leading characters in this political anticipated in my former letters. we 
drama, I cannot forget that they derive their power Under what new circumstances the Congress will 
from a giddy, inconstant multitude; who, unless in | eet in May, will depend on the State elections an 
the instance under consideration they form an excep- | the changes that may in the mean time take place in 
tion to all general rules and experience, will act incon- | Europe. With regard to Great Britain, she can scarce- 
sistently and absurdly. I am yours, &c. ly mistake her true policy in relation to America. If 
peace be the first object, every act which can irritate 
the maritime States ought to be avoided, because the 
prevailing disposition of these will generally be sufli- 
cient to keep the Government from hazarding any hos- 
tile measures. Ifa war between America and France 
be the grand desideratum, something more must be 
done: an indulgent and conciliatory policy must be 


A. B. 
P, 8. Intelligence has reached Boston that a non- 
intercourse law has actually passed, and that Martin- 
ique has surrendered to British forces. 


No. 9. 


Bostox, March 13, 1809. 
Sir: You will perceive, from the accounts that will 


A. B: 
No. 8. 


Boston, March 9, 1809. 

Sir: In my letter No. 6,1 took the liberty to express 
my opinion of the probable effect of the non-intercourse 
law, intended to be enacted ; and of the mode by which 
Great Britain may defeat the real intention of the | adopted, which will leave the Democrats without a pre- 
American Government in passing it. But as this sort | text for hostilities; and Bonaparte, whose passions are 
of impunity recommended might, in its application to | too hot for delay, will probably compel this Government 
every species of commerce that would be carried on, | to decide which of the two great belligerents is to be 
be deemed by Great. Britain a greater evil than war | its enemy. ‘To bring about a separation of the States, 
itself, a middle course might easily be adopted, which | under distinct and independent Governments, is an 
would deprive France of the benefits resulting from an | affair of more uncertainty, and, however desirable, can- 
intercourse with America, without, in- any great de- | not be effected but by a series of acts and a long con- 
gree, irritating the maritime States. tinued policy tending to irritate the Southern and con- 

The high price of all American produce in France | ciliate the Northern people. ‘The former are agricul- 
furnishes a temptation which mercantile avarice will | tural, the latter a commercial people. The mode of 
be unable to resist. The consequence is obvious. But | cherishing and depressing either is too obvious to 


LT 








if, instead of condemning the vessels and cargoes which | require illustration. ‘This, I am aware, is an object of 


may be arrested in pursuing this prohibited commerce, | much interest in Great Britain, as it would forever se- 
they should be compelled to gointoa British port, and | cure the integrity of His Majesty’s possessions on this 
there permitted to sell them, I think the friends of | Continent, and make the two Governments, or what- 
England in these States would not utter a complaint. | ever number the present confederacy might form into, 
Indeed, I have no doubt that if, in the prosecution of a | as useful and as much subject to the influence of Great 
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Britain as her Colonies can be rendered. But it is an 
object only to be attained by slow and circumspect 
rogression, and réquires, for its consummation, more 
attention to the affairs which agitate and excite parties 
in this country than Great Britain has yet bestowed 
upon it. 

An unpopular war, that is, a war produced by the 
hatred and prejudices of one party, but against the 
consent of the other party, can alone produce a sudden 
separation of any section of this country from the com- 
mon head. 

At all events, it cannot be necessary to the preserva- 
tion of peace that Great Britain should make any 
great concession at the present moment, more especi- 
ally, as the more important changes that occur in Eu- 
rope might render it inconvenient for her to adhere to 
any stipulations in favor of neutral maritime nations. 

Although the non-intercourse law affords but a very 
partial relief to the people of this country from the evils 
of that entire suspension of commerce to which they 
have reluctantly submitted for some time past, I lament 
the repeal of the embargo, because it was calculated to 
accelerate the progress of these States towards a revo- 
lution that would have put an end to the only Repub- 
lic that remains to prove that a Government founded 
on political equality can exist in a season of trial and 
difficulty, or is calculated to insure either security or 
happine:s to a people. I am, &c. 


A. B. 
No. 10. 


Boston, March 29, 1809. 
Sir: Since my letter of the 13th, nothing has occur- 
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| analysis which I sent by a former conveyance. 





red which I thought worthy of a communication. 

The last weeks of this month, and the first of April, 
will be occupied in the election of Governors and other 
executive officers in the New England States. 

The Federal candidate in New Hampshire is already 
elected by a majority of about one thousand votes. His 
competitor was a man of large fortune, extensive con- 
nexions, and inoffensive manners. ‘These account for 
the smallness of the majority. 

In Connecticut no change is necessary, and none is 
to be apprehended. 

In Rhode Island it is of no consequence of what 
party the Governor is a member, as he has neither civil 
nor military power, being merely President of the 
Council. 

In Massachusetts it is certain that the Federal can- 
didate will succeed. 

A few weeks will be sufficient in order to determine 
the relative strength of parties, and convince Mr. 


Madison that a war with Great Britain is not a meas- | 
Since the plan of | 
an organized opposition to the projects of Mr. Jeffer- | 


ure upon which he dare venture. 


son was put into operation, the whole of the New 
England States have transferred their political power 
to his political enemies; and the reason that he has 
still so many adherents is, that those who consider the 
only true policy of America to consist in the cultiva- 
tion of peace, have still great confidence that nothing 
can force him (or his successor, who acts up to his 
system, or rather is governed by it,) to consent to war. 
They consider all the menaces and “dreadful note of 
preparation” to be a mere finesse, intended only to 
obtain concessions from England on cheap terms. 
From every sort of evidence, I confess I am myself of 
the same opinion, and am fully persuaded that this 
farce, which has been acting at Washington, will ter- 
minate in a full proof of the imbecility and spiritless 


| what materials the Government is formed, it is impos- 
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temper of the actors. A war attempted without the 
concurrence of both parties, and the general consent of 
the Northern States, which constitute the bone and 
muscle of the country, must commence without hope, 
and end in disgrace. It should, therefore, be the 
peculiar care of Great Britain to foster divisions be- 
tween the North and South, and, by succeeding in 
this, she may carry into effect her own projects in 
Europe, with a total disregard of the resentments of 
the democrats of this country. I am, &c. A. B. 


No. Ll. 
Boston, April 13, 1809. 

Sir: I send to Mr. R a pamphlet entitled 
“Suppressed Documents.” The notes and comments 
were written by the gentleman who has written the 
These 
works have greatly contributed to excite the fears of 
the men of talents and property, who now prefer the 
chance of maintaining their party by open resistance 
and a final separation, to an alliance with France and a 
war with England; so that, should the Government 
unexpectedly, and contrary to all reasonable’ calcula- 
tion, attempt to involve the country in a measure of 
that nature, I am convinced (now that the elections 
have all terminated favorably) that none of the New 
England States would be a party in it. But, as I 
have repeatedly written, the General Government does 
not seriously entertain any such desire or intention. 
Had the majority in the New England States con- 
tinued to approve of the public measures, it is ex- 





| tremely probable that Great Britain would now have 


to choose between war and concession. But the as- 
pect of things in this respect is changed, and a war 
would produce an incurable alienation of the Eastern 
States, and bring the whole country in subordination 
to the interests of England, whose navy would pre- 
scribe and enforce the terms upon which the commer- 
cial States should carry, and the agricultural States 
export, their surplus produce. All this is as well 
known to the democrats as to the other party; there- 
fore, they will avoid a war, at least until the whole 
nation is unanimous for it. Still, when we consider of 


‘sible to speak with any certainty of their measures. 





The past Administration, in every transaction, presents 
to the mind only a muddy commixture of folly, weak- 
ness, and duplicity. The spell by which the nations 
of Europe have been rendered inert and inefficient, 
when they attempted to shake it off, has stretched its 
shadows across the Atlantic, and made a majority of 
the people of these States alike blind to duty and to 
their true interests. I am, &c. A. B. 


No. 12. 


Boston, April 26, 1809. 

Sir; Since my letter No. 11, I have had but little 
to communicate. 

I have not yet been able to ascertain, with sufficient 
accuracy, the relative strength of the two parties in the 
legislative bodies in New England. 

In all of these States, however, Governors have been 

| elected out of the Federal party, and even the South- 
ern papers indicate an unexpected augmentation of 
| Federal members in the next Congress. 

The correspondence between Mr. Erskine and the 
Secretary of State at Washington you will have seen 
| before this can reach you. It has given much satis- 
| faction to the Federal party here, because it promises 
an exemption from the evil most feared, (a war with 
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Reehinkh alk justifies their partioliay seenie Great State; all forma an anal of prebabilities sebding 
Britain, which they maintain was founded upon a full | to convince me, at least, that he does not seriously 
conviction of her justice, and sincere disposition to pre- | desire a treaty in which the rights and pretensions of 
serve peace. Even the democrats affect to be satisfied | Great Britain would be fairly recognised. It seems 
with it; because, as they insist, it proves the efficacy | impossible that he should at once divest himself of his 
of the restrictive system of Mr. Jefferson. habitual animosity, and that pride of opinion which 
But the great benefit that will probably result from | his present situation enables him to indulge; but, 
it will be, that Bonaparte may be induced to force this | above all, that he should deprive his friends and sup. 
country from her neutral position. Baffled in his at- | porters of the benefit of those prejudices which have 
tempts to exclude from the Continent the manufactures | been carefully fostered in the minds of the common 
of Great Britain, he will most likely confiscate all | people towards England, and which have so materially 
American property in his dominions and dependencies, | contributed to invigorate and augment the democratic 
and declare war. Nothing could more than this con- | party. Whatever: his real motives may be, it is, in 
tribute to give influence and stability to the British | this stage of the affair, harmless enough to inquire into 
party. ‘The invidious occurrences of the rebellion | the cause of the apparent change. He probably acts 
would be forgotten in the resentment of the people | under a conviction that, in the present temper of the 
against France, and they would soon be weaned from | Eastern States, a war could not fail to produce a dis- 
that attachment to her which is founded on the aid | solution of the Union; or he may have profited by the 
that was rendered to separate from the mother country. | mistakes of his predecessor, and is inclined to seize the 
While Great Britain waits for this natural, I might say | present opportunity to prove to the world that he is 
necessary, result of the negotiation, would it not be | determined to be the President of a nation, rather than 
extremely inexpedient to conclude a treaty with the | the head of a faction; or he has probably gone thus 
American Government! Every sort of evidence and | far to remove the impression on the minds of many 
experience prove that the democrats consider their po- | that he was under the influence of France, in order 
litical ascendancy in a great measure dependent on | that he may, with a better grace, and on more tenable 
the hostile spirit that they can keep alive towards | grounds, quarrel with Great Britain in the progress of 
Great Britain, and recent events demonstrate that their | negotiating a treaty. Whatever his motives may be, 
conduct will be predicated upon that conviction ; it is, | 1 am very certain his party will not support him in 
therefore, not to be expected that they will meet, with | any manly and generous policy. Weak men are sure 
corresponding feelings, a sincere disposition on the | to temporize when great events call upon them for de- 
part of England to adjust all matters in dispute. They | cision, and are sluggish and inert at the moment 
are at heart mortified and disappointed: to find that | when the worst of evils is in action. This is the 
Great Britain has been in advance of the French Gov- | character of the democrats in the Northern States. 
ernment in taking advantage of the provisional clauses | those of the South I know but little. I am, &c. 
of the non-intercourse law ; and if they show any spirit A. B. 
at the next session of Congress towards France, it will 
be only because they will find Bonaparte deaf to en- 
treaty and insensible of past favors; or that they may 
think it safer to float with the tide of public feeling, 
which will set strongly against him unless he keep pari a 


passu with England in a conciliatory policy. 
I am, &c. 


No. 14. 
Boston, May 25, 1809. 

Sir: My last was under date of the 5th instant. 
The unexpected change that has taken place in the 
feelings of political men in this country, in conse- 
quence of Mr. Madison’s prompt acceptance of the 
friendly proposals of Great Britain, has caused a tem- 
porary suspension of the conflict of parties; and they 
both regard him with equal wonder and distrust. 
They all ascribe his conduct to various motives, but 


No. 13. 


Bostox, May 5, 1809. 

Sir: Although the recent changes that have occur- s t ) 
red quiet all apprehension of war, and, consequently, a = believe him to be in earnest. 
lessen all hope of a separation of the States, I think it The State of New York has returned to the Assem- 
necessary to transmit by the mail of each week a sketch bly a majority of federal members. All this proves 
of passing events. that an anti-commercial faction cannot rule the North- 

On local politics I have nothing to add; and as the | €™ States. ‘T'wo months ago the State of New York 
parade that is made in the National Intelligencer of | W488 not ranked among the States that would adopt 
the sincere disposition of Mr. Madison to preserve ami- | the policy of that of Massachusetts ; and any favorable 
cable relations with Great Britain is, in my opinion, cal- change was exceedingly problematical. 
culated to awaken vigilance and distrust, rather than I beg leave to suggest that, in the present state ol 
inspire confidence, I shall (having nothing more im- | things in this country, my presence can contribute 
portant to write about,) take leave to examine his | very little to the interests of Great Britain. If Mr. 
motives. Erskine be sanctioned in all he has conceded, by His 

I am not surprised at his conditional removal of the Majesty’s ministers, it is unnecessary for me, as indeed 
non-intercourse law, with respect to Great Britain, be- | it would be unavailing, to make any attempt to carry 
cause it was made incumbent on him by the act of into effect the original purposes of my mission. While 
Congress; but the observations made on his friendly | I think it to be my duty to give this intimation to you, 
disposition towards Great Britain is a matter of no I beg it may be understood that I consider myself en- 
little astonishment. The whole tenor of his political tirely at the disposal of His Majesty’s Government. | 











life directly and unequivocally contradicts them. His | 9™, &c. A. B. 
speech on the British Treaty in 1796; his attempt to 

pass a law for the confiscation of “ British debts” and No, 15. 

British property ; his commercial resolutions, grounded Montreat, June 12, 1809. 


apparently on an idea of making America useful as a Sin: I have the honor to inform your Excellency 
colony to France; his conduct while Secretary of | that I received, through Mr. Secretary Ryland, your 
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Excellency’s commands to return to Canada; and after | shall scarcely have heart to lookinto them. I can add 

the delay incident to this season of the year, in a jour- | no more, but that I am, most heartily and affectionately, 

ney from Boston, arrived here yesterday. | yours, H. W. R. 
Your Excellency will have seen, by the papers of | J. Henny, Esq., Boston. 

the latest dates from the United States, that a formida- | 


ble opposition is already organized in Congress to the ’ 
late measures of Mr. Madison; and it is very evident Mr. Ryland to Mr. mel esa 
ay 4, . 


that, if he be sincere in his professions of attachment y ‘ ; 
My Dear Sir: You must consider the short letter 


to Great Britain, his party will abandon him. Sixty- 1 
one members have already voted against a resolution I wrote to you by the last post as altogether unofficial ; 
but Iam now to intimate to you, ita more formal 


to approve of what he has done; and I have no doubt 
the rest of the democratic party will follow the example | ™anner, our hope of your speedy return, as the object 
| of your journey seems, for the present at least, to be at 


as soon as they recover from the astonishment into rf 
an end. 


which his apparent defection has thrown them. 

The present hopes of the Federalists are founded on | We have J.ondon news, by the way of the river, up 

the probability of a war with France; but, at all events, | © the 6th of March, which tallies to a day with what 
we have received by the way of the States. 


this party is strong and well organized enough to pre- 
gah * . . , Heartily wishing you a safe.and speedy journey back 


vent a war with England 
It would be now superfluous to trouble your Excel. | # US, I am, my dear sir, most sincerely, yours, 


lency with an account of the nature and extent of the | 
arrangements made by the Federal party to resist any | Have the goodness to bring my books with you, 
attempt of the Government unfavorable to Great Brit- | though I shall have little spirit to look into them, un- 
ain. They were such as do great credit to their ability | Jess you bring good news from Spain. 
and principles; and, while a judicious policy is ob-| Joun Henny, Esq. 
served by Great Britain, secure her interests in America 
from decay. My fear of inducing a false security on 
the part of His Majesty’s Government in their effici- 
ciency and eventual success, may have inclined me to 
refrain from doing them that justice in my former let- 
ters which I willingly take the present occasion to ex- | addressed to the Earl of Liverpool, and beg you will 
press. have the goodness either to examine the documents in 
I trust your Excellency will ascribe the style and | your office, or those in my own possession, touching the 
manner of my communications, and the frequent am- | extent and legitimacy of my claim. van f 
biguities introduced in them, as arising from the secrecy Mr. Ryland, the Secretary of Sir J. Craig, is now in 
necessary to be observed, and my consciousness that London, and, from his official knowledge of the transac- 
you understand my meaning, on the most delicate | tions and facts alluded to in the memorial, can give 
points, without risking a particular explanation. any information required on that subject. I have the 
I lament that no occasion commensurate to my | honor to be, &c. - i. 
wishes has permitted me to prove how much I value Memorial of Mr. Henry to Lord Liverpool. 
the confidence of your Excellency, and the approbation Th aoa i LS fally swhenita the fol 
already expressed by His Majesty’s Minister. I have | low! eee atest reapectasy Slee 196 ow 
the honor to be, dc. ae 34 —— statement and memorial to the Earl of Liver- 
I certify that the foregoing letters are the same re- | .o . . . 
Seine “O0 t-te Woiene' 005-0; Ryhind, Bas, deted |; cae ee en ee 
May 1, 1809, relating to the mission in which I was | a : Te Soe ee ae “seg a 
employed by Sir James Craig, by his letter of instruc- his re ryplaatmneaay ag ay te ss caper analog 
. ° | political measures in the United States of America. 
* 











Mr. Henry to Mr. Peel. 
June 13, 1811. 
Sir: I take the liberty to enclose to you a memorial 








tions, bearing date February 6, 1809. * * * * * 
JOHN HENRY. Soon after the affair of the Chesapeake frigate, when 
His Majesty’s Governor General of British America 
Mr. Ryland to Mr. Henry. had reason to believe that the two countries would be 


Quenec, May, 1, 1809. involved in a war, and had submitted to His Majesty’s 
Mr Dean Sir: The news we have received this day | Ministers the arrangements of the English party in the 
from the States will, I imagine, soon bring you back | United States for an efficient resistance to the General 
to us; and if you arrive at Montreal by the middle of | Government, which would probably terminate in a 
June, I shall probably have the pleasure of meeting you | separation of the Northern States from the general 
there, as Iam going up with Sir James and a large | Confederacy, he applied to the undersigned to under- 
suite. The last letters received from you are to the 13th | take a mission to Boston, where the whole concerns of 
April. The whole are now transcribing, for the pur- | the opposition were managed. ‘The object of the mis- 
pose of being sent home, where they cannot fail of do- | sion was to promote and encourage the Federal party 
ing you great credit, and I most certainly hope they | to resist the measures of the General Government, to 
may eventually contribute to your permanent advan- | offer assurances of aid and support from His Majesty’s 
tage. It is not necessary to repeat the assurance that | Government of Canada, and to open a communication 
no effort within the compass of my power shall be want- | between the leading men engaged in that opposition 
ing to this end. |and the Governor General, upon such a footing as 
I am cruelly out of spirits at the idea of old England | circumstances might suggest ; and, finally, to render 
truckling to such a debased and accursed Government | the plans then in contemplation subservient to the 
as that of the United States. views of His Majesty’s Government. 
I am greatly obliged to you for the trouble you have The undersigned undertook the mission, which lasted 
taken in procuring the books, though, if Spain fails, I | from the month of January tothe month of June, in- 
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clusive, during which~period those public acts and | favor, and the opinion he has formed on your corres- 
legislative resolutions of the Assemblies of Massachu- | pondence, he is convinced the public service will be be. 
setts and Cennecticut were passed which kept the | nefited by your active employment in a public situation, 
General Government of the United States in check, Lord Liverpool will also feel himself bound to give 
and deterred it from carrying into execution the meas- | the same assurance to the Marquis Wellesley, if there 
ures of hostility with which Great Britain was me-| is any probability that it will advance the success of 


naced. the application which you have made to his Lordship, 
For his services on the occasions herein recited, and I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
the loss of time and expenses incurred, the under- ROBERT PEEL. 


signed neither sought nor received any compensation, J. Henny, Esq., No. 27, Leicester Square. 
but trusted to the known justice and liberality of His 
Majesty’s Government for the reward of services 
which could not, he humbly conceives, be estimated in 
pounds, shillings, and pence. On the patronage and 
support which was promised in the letter of Sir J. 
Craig, under date of the 26th January, 1809, (wherein 
he gives an assurance “that the former correspond- 
ence and political information transmitted by the un- 
dersigned had met with the particular approbation of 
His Majesty’s Secretary of State; and that his exe- 
cution of the mission, proposed to be undertaken in 
that letter, would give him a claim not only on the 
Governor General, but un His Majesty’s Ministers,”) 
the undersigned has relied, and now most respectfully 
claims, in whatever mode the Earl of Liverpool may 
be pleased to adopt. 

The undersigned most respectfully takes this occa- 
sion to state that Sir J. Craig promised him an em- 
ployment in Canada, worth upwards of one thousand 
pounds a year, by his letter, herewith transmitted, un- 
der date of September 13, 1809, which he has just 
learned has, in consequence of his absence, been given 
to another person. The undersigned abstains from 
commenting on this transaction, and most respectfully 
suggests that the appointment of Judge Advocate 
General of the province of Lower Canada, with a 
salary of five hundred pounds a year, or a Consulate 
in the United States, sine curia, would be considered 
by him as a liberal discharge of any obligation that 
His Majesty’s Government may entertain in relation 
to his services. 


Mr. Ryland to Mr. Henry. 


Tvuxspar Eventne, July 2, 1811. 

My Dean Henny: It gives me real pleasure to find 
that the apprehension I had formed with respect to the 
fulfilment of your expectations is likely to prove erro- 
neous. As everything which passed, relative to your 
mission, was in writing, I think you will do well sub. 
mitting to Mr. Peel all the original papers. I myself 
could give no other information relative to the subject, 
than what they contain, as you and I had no opportu- 
nity of any verbal communication respecting it till after 
your mission terminated, and I never wrote you a let- 
ter in the Governor’s name, which had not previously 
been submitted to his correction. 

The impression I had received of your character and 
abilities made me anxious to serve you, even before | 
had the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with you, 
and the same desire has operated on me ever since ; I 
am, therefore, entitled to hope that any opinion which 
I may have given you, as to your best mode of obtain- 
ing an employment under Government, will be received 
with the same candor that gave rise to it. I think you 
will do well to persevere, as you propose. I have no 
doubt that every letter from you, which Sir James sent 
home, will be found in Mr. Peel’s office, as the estab- 
lished praetice there is to bind the despatches and en- 
closures yearly up together. 

H. W. RYLAND. 

Jounx Hewnr, Esq., &c. 





Mr. Peel, Secretary to Lord Liverpool, to Mr. Henry: 
Downine Street, June 28, 1811. 


Sir: I have not failed to lay before the Earl of 
Liverpool the memorial, together with several enclo- 
sures, which was delivered to me a few days since by 
General Loft, at your desire. 

His Lordship has directed me to acquaint you that 
he has referred to the correspondence in this office of 
the year 1809, and finds two letters from Sir James 
Craig, dated 10th April and 5th May, transmitting the 
correspondence that has passed during your residence 
in the Northern States of America, and expressing his 
confidence in your ability and judgment, but Lord 
Liverpool has not discovered any wish on the part of 
Sir James Craig that your claims fer compensation 
should be referred to this country, nor indeed is allu- 
sion made to any kind of arrangement or agreement 
that had been made by that officer with you. 

Under these circumstances, and had not Sir James 
Craig determined on his immediate return to England, 
it would have been Lord Liverpool’s wish to have re- 
ferred your memorial to him, as being better enabled 
to appreciate the ability and success with which you 
executed a mission undertaken at his desire. Lord 
Liverpool will, however, transmit it to Sir James Craig’s 
successor in the Government, with an assurance that, 
from the recommendations he has received in your 


Mr. Henry to Mr Peel. 


27, Lercester Squars, Lonnon, 
September 4, 1811. 

Sir: I have just learned the ultimate decision of 
my Lord Wellesley, relative to the appointment which 
I was desirous to obtain; and find that the subsisting 
relations between the two countries forbid the creating 
a new office in the United States, such as I was so- 
licitous to obtain. In this state of things I have nots 
moment to lose in returning to Canada; and have 
taken my passage in the last and only ship that sails 
for Quebec this season. AsI have not time to enter 
(de novo) into explanations with the gentleman who 
is in your office, and as I have received the assurances 
from you, in addition to the letter of my Lord Liver- 
pool, of the 27th June, that “his Lordship would re- 
commend me to the Governor of Canada for the first 
vacant situation ‘that I would accept,” I beg the favor 
of you to advise me howI am to get that recommenda- 
tion without loss of time. I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. HENRY. 
Rosgat Peet, Esq., &c. 





Despatch of Lord Liverpool to Sir George Prevost. 
Downtne Street, Sept. 16, 1811. 
Sin: Mr. Henry, who will have the honor of de- 
livering this letter, is the gentleman who addressed to 
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me the memorial, a copy of which I herewith trans- 
mit, and to whom the accompanying letter from Mr. 
Peel was written by my direction. 

In compliance with his request, I now fulfil the as- 
surance which I have given of stating to you my opin- 
jon of the ability and judgment which Mr. Henry has 
manifested on the occasions mentioned in his memo- 
rial, and of the benefit the public service might derive 
from his active employment in any public situation in 
which you should think proper to place him. 

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

LIVERPOOL. 

To Sin Geoncx Parvbsr, Baronet, &e. 





[The following is the report of the Secretary of State, 
communicated to the Senate by the Message of the 
12th March, 1812.] 


Department or State, March 12, 1812. 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the 
resolution of the Senate of the 10th instant, has the 
honor to report: That this department is not in pos- 
session of any names of persons in the United States 
who have, in any way or manner whatever, entered 
into, or countenanced the project or the views for the 
execution or attainment of which John Henry was, in 
the year 1809, employed by Sir James Craig; the said 
John Henry having named no person or persons as 
being concerned in the said project or views referred 
to in the documents laid before Congress on the 9th 
instant. Which is respectfully submitted, 

JAMES MONROE. 


The Message and documents having been read, 
Mr. Ruea made a motion to print them. 

Mr. Pirkin said, that he had no objection to 
the papers being printed, but that he rose to pro- 
test against the sentiments attributed in these 
papers to the Federal party, being considered as 
those of the citizens of the State which he had 
the honor to represent. He trusted it would not 
be believed that they had any knowledge of any 
mission of this kind from Canada, or from any 
other quarter. 

It was the first time that he had heard that the 
opposition to the embargo in the States of Ver- 
mont or Massachusetts had any connexion with 
the British Government, or with any project of 
a separation of the Union in any manner, much 
less under the agency of a British spy. So far as 
he could understand the papers from the first 
reading, Mr. P. said they did not intimate that 
any disclosure had been made to any individual 
of the United States by Mr. Henry of the object 
of his mission, or that his scheme had been advo- 
cated or supported by any one. And [ trust no 
gentleman will take the character of the parties 
in any section of this country, from a man who 
it seems has proved a traitor to kis own Govera- 
ment. So far as the statements made in these 
papers may be considered as involving the party 
in concert with the Federal party, in any scheme 
of co-operation with the British Government in 
dividing the Union, it is one of the grossest libels 
that ever was uttered. Nor do I feel willing to 
take the character of the people of this country 
from the mouth of this man. He dees not stop 
at debasing the character of the people of this 
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country, but he utters a libel against all parties 
and against the Government itself. He states 
that in the extra session of Congress in May, 
1809, there were sixty-one votes against Mr. Madi- 
son, in consequence of his arrangemeat with Mr. 
Erskine; when we all know that the vote on the 
resolution approving of the President’s conduct 
in that affair was no criterion by which to judge. 
While, therefore, gentlemen will not, as [ pre- 
sume they will not, place any confidence in the 
statements made by this man against themselves, 
and against those whom he styles Democrats, I 
trust they will be equally incredulous as to any 
statements he has made against those he has 
called Federalists, with respect to their co-opera- 
tion with the British Government in dividing tho 
Union. More especially as they come from one, 
who, disappointed at not receiving the promised 
reward from his Government, has turned traitor 
to his employers. 

If, sir, there is any individual in this country, 
be he of whatever party he-+may, who has given 
countenance to this man asa British agent, and 
has joined him in ascheme of dividing the Union, 
under the auspices and with the aid of the Brit- 
ish Government, I wish he may be known, and I 
sincerely hope that the House will institute an 
inquiry on this subject, and let every such man 
be held, as he ought to be, in contempt by all. I 
found it impossible, sir, to remain silent under 
the imputations thrown, or attempted to be thrown 
upon that section of the United States from 
which I eame, by the papers just read. I will 
repeat my wishes that the whole business may 
be fully and promptly developed. 

Mr. Biss said he agreed with the gentleman 
who just sat down on one peint, that a full inves- 
tigation ought to be had. It was due to the Con- 
gress, to our connexions with Great Britain, that 
an inquiry should be made into the transaction 
now exposed to view; and, in addition to the 
motion for printing, he should move a reference 
of the Message to the Committee of Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. Wincery said it was an old saying among 
gunners, that you may know the wounded pigeons 
by their fluttering. He would not undertake, as 
the gentleman from Connecticut had done, to 
exonerate his constituents in a body from any 
implication in this business. One thing, he said, 
he knew, that the relation given in these docu- 
ments so exactly coincided with the conduct of 
some gentlemen in the quarter in which he lived. 
that he was led to believe in their truth.» It by 
no means followed, because this man had been a 
spy, that he could not tell the truth. When we 
look back to the times at which his letters were 
written, we must believe in their substantial 
truth. He called upon gentlemen to say, if the 
conduct of certain characters in those days did 
not warrant all that was stated of their designs. 
Let the papers be printed, Mr. W. said, and every 
one will be able to judge for themselves. Are we 
to shut our proceedings from the public view in 
this way, by refusing to publish these things? It 
is one of the most important communications 
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made to Congress at the present session, and why | such an idea as that of a dissolution of the Union 
should not the people see it? Let them see and | toany individual. No, sir; and I dare to say that 
judge. I will make no comments. sir, on this | he never did mention such a thing to any distin- 
business; but I will say, that it is well known | guished individual. As far as I know the senti- 
that at the time alluded to in those documents, | ments of gentlemen in that quarter, they hold 
an opposition to the laws and Government was | this Union dear, and look upon such a connexiog 
organized. Mr. W. said he had full confidence | ds is supposed in these papers with as much ab- 
in the truth of these documents, and he had! horrence as any man, however attached he may 
therefore no disposition to keep them from his} be to the administration of the Governmeni. 





constituents. The House was in duty bound to 
give full publicity to these papers by printing 
them. 

Mr. Pirkin disavowed any intention to oppose 
the printing of these papers. 

Mr. GuoLson said, it was a source of gratifica- 
tion to him, that, so far as the papers communi- 
cated by the President could be considered evi- 
dence at all, they were certainly highly honora- 
ble testimony in favor of the Eastern section of 
the Union. An emissary of great talents had 
been employed by the British in a nefarious 
sceme to dismember the United States, and to 
engender treason in the very bosom of our coun- 
try: and yet, Mr. G. said, it does not seem that 
this spy has been able to connect with himself 
apy citizen of the United States. If he had held 
correspondence with any persons of distinction, 
the presumption is, their names would have been 
disclosed in the papers that have been read. Mr. 
G. was happy in cherishing the belief that the 
liberties of this country would always find a suf- 
ficient guarantee against machinations of this 
sort. in the patriotism of every portion of the 
Union. This communication, for which the 
House was indebted to the President, was highly 
interesting and important in one point of view. 
It demonstrated, as matter of fact, what had here- 


tofore remained only speculation and conjecture, | 


that the British Government has long meditated 
the separation of these States; and what is more, 
that they have actually attempted the execution 
of this wicked design, and have endeavored to 
convert our own citizens into traitors! He would 
say no more. 

Mr. Quincy said, he was much obliged to the 
gentleman last up for the view which he had 
taken of the subject. It had struck him pre- 
viously with much force, and he meant to have 
taken the floor to have expressed it. If ever there 
had existed in the British Government, or any 
other Government, an idea that there was a party 
in this country who would associate with it to 
dissolve this Union, he thanked God that the 
project was exposed. If it was true, as these 
papers stated, that this man had been so em- 
ployed, he thanked God that the mission had 
been detected. The Administration, in bringing 
the subject before the House, had done worthily, 
and the subject ought to be inquired into. What 
is the fact. admitting all that this person has said 
to be true?) Why, that an agent from the British 
Government, under circumstances peculiarly aus- 
picious and suitable to his purpose, goes to the 
spot which he represents as the hotbed of opposi- 
tion, to stir up disunion, and his papers do not 
contain an intimation that he dared to mention 


| Whenever a dismemberment of the Union ha; 
| been talked of, it has been with awe, and with a 
| fear that the present course of public measures 
would lead tosuch an event, and not witha view 
to bring it about. Sir, | know that other ideas 
| have been spread over the country for the pur- 
| pose of serving party views. But here, in this 
| temple of our liberties, let us reason with one 
| another according to the evidence before us. | 
rejoice that the subject has been brought forward, 
and that an agent so peculiarly adapted to the 
business in which he was employed has not been 
| able to furnish any evidence of even the conni- 
| vance of any individual at his mission. 

Mr. Raea said, at the time he had made the 
motion for printing, he had not the least idea 
that any opposition would be made toit, He did 
not say whether these papers were true or not 
| true; whether they attacked any people or not. 
| He hoped, therefore, the discussion of these points 
| would cease. It was no reason against the pub- 
| lication of these documents that they had been 
| disclosed by a British agent. [The Speaker 
| observed that no objection had been made by any 
geatleman to the printing.] All the transactions 
respecting Andre and Arnold had been printed, 
so far as the Congress could lay their hands on 
them; and why not these? If this man be a 
| British spy or traitor, as he has been called, and 
, what he states is not true, one thing is admitted : 
' that the British are capable of employing person: 
| of infamous character, by fabrications like these. 
to throw an odium on particular sections of the 
country. So that, on any view, this affair should 
be disclosed, if it were only to produce a firm 
union among the people. We all remember the 
publications of the period to which these papers 
refer, and the declarations then made; but all 
these would not induce me, at this moment, to 
say that all Mr. Henry says is true. This will 
| be better understood when the committee shall 
make their report. 

Mr. Seysert moved to increase the number o! 
copies proposed to be priated to 5,000. 

Mr. Wriear said, that such an extraordinary 
communication as that just received from the 
| President, reflecting so much on various sections 
| and parties of the Union, required serious cou- 
| sideration before they consented to publish such 
| gross abuse of every portion of our people. Gen- 
| tlemen skould reflect that this very disclosure 
| might be one of the means used by this miscreant 
| to divide this country. If he wished to promote 
) division, how could he better attain his object 
|than by denouncing the people of a particular 

section? Who is this man, and where is he? 1s 
an inquiry that ought to be made, I am not one 
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SENATE. 


A. 


Additional Duties, a bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, imposing, read, &c. - - 

read a second time, and referred - - 
reported with amendments - - - 
amendments of the Committee not agreed 

to, and bill read a third time, and passed 
Additional Military Force, a bill to raise for a 


limited time an, read, &c. == - . 
read a second time - - . « e 
ordered to a third reading - - - - 


read a third time, and passed — - - - 
returned from the House of Representatives 
with amendments, which were read, and 


ordered to be printed” - - - - 
some amendments agreed to, and others dis- 
agreed to - ° “ o ‘ ° 


the House of Representatives agree with the 
Senate except in one aniendment on 
which they insist, and the Senate receded 
from their disagreement - - - 
a bill from the House of Representatives 
supplementary to the act of 1808 to raise 


an, read twice, and referred - - - 
reported without amendment - - - 
ordered to a third reading - - - - 
read a third time, and passed - - : 


a bill from the House of Representatives 
making appropriations for support of the, 
read twice, and referred - - - 

reported without amendment - . . 

amended, and ordered to a thirdreading - 

read a third time, and passed as amended 

a bill from the House of Representatives 
supplementary to the act to raise an, read 


read a second time, and referred - - 
reported with amendments - - . 
ordered to a third reading as amended - 


read a third time as amended, and passed. - 

a bill from the House of Representatives in 
addition to the act to raise an; read twice 

read a third time, and passed - - - 
Adjournment, Mr. Leib presented a joint resolu- 
tion concerning, read - - - - 
agreed to, and a committee on the subject 
appointed - - - - : - 

the House of Representatives concur in the 


same - - - - - - - 
resolution reported, fixing the 6th July for, 
read - - - - - - 


a joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the samé effect, read - - 


read a second time - - - - - 
ordered to a third reading - - . - 
read a third time, and concurred in - . 


12th Con. lst Sess.—a 


Page. 


Adjournment—continued. 
appointment of a joint committee to wait on 


202 the President of the United States to in- 
303 form-him of the same - - ” 4 
306 | Affidavits and Bail, a bill from the House of 
Representatives providing for the more 
309 | convenient taking of, reads - m . 
read a second time, and referred - ° 

29 reported amended - - ° a « 
30 read a third time, as amended. | - - 7 


84 | Ageressions of Belligerents, papers in relation to 
85, Alien Enemies, a bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives supplemental to the act. con- 





cerning, read twice, and referred - - 
95 | reported amended, and so ordered to a third 
reading : - - - ° . 
96 | read a third time, and passed as amended - 
American Manufactures, Mr. Giles submitted a 
resolution to refer to a select committee 
so much of the President’s Message as re- 
97 lates to, which was. agreed to, and a com= 
mittee appointed - - - - ° 
| Anderson, Mr., speech of, on the bill to raise an 
116 | additional military force - - - ° 
123 | remarks of, on joint resolution for a recess 
124} Appointment of Officers, &c., a Message from 
125 | the President of the United States in re- 
lation to, referred - : e . . 
Apportionment of Representatives, a bill from the 
117 | House of Representatives for the, read 
118 twice - - . - - - - 
120 | amended, and ordered to a third reading - 
121 | read a third time, and passed as amended - 
the House of Representatives disagree to the 
165 amendment, and-ask a eonference, which 
166 is granted - - - - - - 
167 | report-of the managers that.they could not 
168 agree, and the Senate resolve to insist - 
169 | the House of Representatives receded - 
Appropriations and Expenditures, Mr. Smith, of 
191 | Maryland, submitted a resolution direct- 
193 | ing the Secretary of the Treasury to lay 
before the Senate a.view of the, &c. - 
300 | agreed to, - - - - - - - 
report of the Secretary, in obedience to the 
302 | resolution, ordered tobe printed = - - 
Armies of the United States, a bill concerning 
308 | the rules and articles for the government 
of the, read - - - - - - 
313 read a second time: - - - - - 
amended, and third reading refused - . 


313 | Armstrong, John, a bill from the House of Rep- 


314 | resentatives to authorize the Secretary of 
315, | the Treasury to suspend the payment of 
315 certain bills drawn by, read twice - - 


Page. 
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